18 Bells Road,
Stornoway, HS1 2RA

www.opuscarpentry.co.uk
Email: kitchens.opuscarpentry@gmail.com

Tel: 07774 149 563

Kitchen
Design, supply
& Installation

MONTHLY
Harris Tweed direct from
The Shawbost Mill
25 North Beach Street, Stornoway, HS1 2QX
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0
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Thursday October 6 to Wednesday November 2 2022
th

nd



www.harristweedhebrides.com
t: 01851 700 046
e: retail@harristweedhebrides.com

FREE

Signing
time for
Hebridean
baker

T
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C

AUTOPARTS
Island Road, Stornoway HS1 2RD
T: 01851 706939
E: sales@aps-direct.co.uk
W: www.autoparts-stornoway.com
Monday to Friday 8am - 5.30pm
Saturday 9am - 1pm
FIND US ON FACEBOOK & INSTAGRAM

By Iain Maciver

oinneach MacLeod, now known
universally as the Hebridean
Baker, had the local launch of his
second cookbook in Stornoway on
Thursday September 29.

THE WESTERN ISLES
PREMIER PARTS RETAILER

Those who attended not only got their
copies of My Scottish Island Kitchen
signed but some also got the chance
to sample his name-checked produce
which are now being distributed
around the UK in a deal with island
company, Stag Bakeries.

MORE THAN £½ MILLION RAISED

£5,500 WILL
BE WON IN
SEPTEMBER

His first book became the bestselling
Scottish cookbook of 2021.
Coinneach, who previously worked
at Celtic Football Club, is also a sports
development officer with the Union of
European Football Associations, (UEFA,
a job which takes him around the world.

www.westernisleslottery.co.uk

Ticket Line 0300 30 20 444

Continued on Page 18

Photograph by Sandie Maciver of SandiePhotos

22Francis
Francis
Street
22
Street, Stornoway
9am to 2pm,Stornoway
Monday to Friday

RMk

Join , Win & Support

Isle of
Lewis
t: 01851
704949

HS1 2NB
www.rmkgroup.co.uk

01851Brokers
704949
•t:
Insurance

• Insurance Services
surance Services
• Risk Management

ncis Street
ance
StornowayServices
e of Lewis
Management
HS1 2NB

www.rmkgroup.co.uk

• Business & Personal
4949
h & Safety
• Excellent ADVICE
Service
.co.uk
TRUST
YOU CAN

ADVICE

Angus
Clinton
•
Insurance
Services
WINDOWS LTD

• Risk Management
Rigs Road Stornoway Isle of Lewis HS1 2RF
Tel: 01851 705919 Fax: 01851 704743
Email: a.clinton@btconnect.com

20 Bells Road

703646

STORE 67
FOR THE FIRESIDE

•Hormann
Health & Safety
C A M P I N ADVICE
G-CYCLING-YOGA
YOU CAN
LAMINATED
PINE,
Garage
BEACH- ECO LIVING
Doors

YOU CAN

TRUST

TRUST

LARGE STOCK,
VARIOUS SIZES

OPENING HOURS Mon - Fri 8am-5.30pm Saturday 9am-5pm

www.hic-stornoway.com

Highlands & Islands
Financial Advice Ltd

Mann Judd Gordon
● Chartered Accountants
● Registered Auditors
● Business Advisers

BEWARE THE 3 MONTH
DEADLINE FOR VAT SELF BUILD
CLAIMS – DON’T GET CAUGHT
OUT – GET IN TOUCH!

Tel: 01851 702335

Providing advice you
can trust for over 30 years

• Retirement Planning
• Income in Retirement
• Investments
• Life assurance
• Estate & Inheritance Tax Planning

Call Frazer on 01851 871057
or 07786 274720
Email frazer.mackenzie@mandg.com
Web www.mandgwealth.com/
highlandsandislandsfinancialadvice

7 James Street, Stornoway HS1 2QN

The Credit Union
for the Highlands
& Islands
website: www.hi-scot.com
email: info@hi-scot.com
tel: 01851 701865

SKIP HIRE

STORE 67

67 KENNET
HM S
| -S
TCOL IRNN
WGA
CA
P ITN G
CY
G -O
YO
A -Y , H S 1

BEACH- ECO LIVING
O p e n / c l o s e d s k i pVISIT
s US: MONDAY
TO SATURDAy, 10am-5pm

• METAL RECYCLING

67 KENNETH ST | STORNOWAY, HS1 2DS

CHRISTM
S MONDAY
S A VTOI SATURDAY,
N G S 10AM-5PM
CLUB OPEN
VISITAUS:

CALL:07
9 2 2LOCAL
0 6 1OUTDOORS
8 1 3 / 0 1STORE
851 705881
YOUR
STORE67ENQUIRIES@GMAIL.COM

2a Rigs Road, Stornoway, HS1 2RF
EMAIL:
Tel: 01851 705155
Email: info@angusmaciver.co.uk

@store67_sy

67 KENNETH ST | STORNOWAY, HS1 2DS

VISIT US: MONDAY TO SATURDAy, 10am-5pm
CHRISTMAS SAVINGS CLUB OPEN!
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Thinking
about
Fostering?
At Comhairle nan Eilean Siar
we are looking for foster carers to meet
the needs of those children who are
unable to live with their birth families

If you want more information then
please contact us on 01851 705080

email: fosteringandadoption@cne-siar.gov.uk

We are waiting to hear from you
We are also looking for Supported
Lodging providers in the near future

Alasdair Allan MSP/BPA
Surgery Notice

!

Alasdair Allan MSP/BPA
Surgery No*ce

Alasdair Allan, Member of the Scottish Parliament
for Na h-Eileanan an Iar, will be holding the following advice
Eileanan an Iar Scottish Parliament
constituency
20
surgery
in hisoffice,
constituency
office at 20 Kenneth Street,
Kenneth Street, Stornoway, Isle of Lewis:
Stornoway
Monday 19 February
12pm – 1pm should any constituent wish to meet with him:

Allan, Member of the Scottish Parliament for Na h-Eileanan an Iar,
lding the following advice surgeries should any constituent wish to
meet with him:

Friday 23 February 1pm – 2pm

Monday 31 October 12pm – 1pm

nstituent is unable to make the surgery, or would like a home visit
Alasdair, please call the constituency office on 01851 700357
or email alasdair.allan.msp@parliament.scot

If any constituent is unable to make the surgery, or would like a home
visit
with Alasdair, please call the constituency office on 01851 700357
www.alasdairallan.scot
or email alasdair.allan.msp@parliament.scot

www.alasdairallan.scot

Friends of The Nicolson

06/10/22 - 02/11/22

Praise for novel
before publication
I

sland author Donald Murray’s soonto-be-published new book, the Call
of the Cormorant, is being met with
critical acclaim by reviewers.

indulgence. It’s his most ambitious story
to date, if only out of his own country.
It leaves one wondering what he can –
and will – do next.”

The Scotsman’s Alan Massie has
dubbed the Call of the Cormorant as
Donald’s most ambitious novel to date.

Aumag.net is equally enthusiastic,
noting: “This is a fine story, rich in
irony, a story of folly and a fool who
nevertheless invites one’s sympathy.”

He adds: “In middle life, Donald
S Murray has become not only an
established novelist but unquestionably
one of the most interesting and
enjoyable writers in Scotland today.
Impressively, he sets himself a new and
more demanding challenge with each
book. The Call of the Cormorant, set in
Iceland, the Faroe Islands, Denmark,
and Nazi Germany, is remarkable.”
Meanwhile,
literary
website
elondonbuzz hailed Donald’s latest
outing in print, remarking: “This
is a funny story, rich in laughs, a
story of stupidity and stupidity that
nevertheless invites human sympathy.
It is deftly and cleverly offset by the
voice of Karl’s sensible and caring sister.
Good construction. I may have liked
Cormorant’s father too much, but I doubt
Murray would have considered this

The novel revolves around the
eccentric Faroese figure of Karl
Einarsson, a poet, artist, and conman
who declared himself the Emperor of
Atlantis and Count-Duke of St Kilda, two
places he had never set foot on.
The tale follows the young Karl,
son of a village shopkeeper, while
studying in Denmark. He then finds
himself in Nazi Germany, where his
obsession with Atlantis strikes a chord
and lands him a job alongside the likes
of Lord Haw Haw broadcasting Nazi
propaganda to the Faroes.
The Call of the Cormorant will
be published by Saraband on
Thursday October 20, 2022.
The Call of the Cormorant, by Donald
S Murray, Saraband, 278pp, £9.99

Stornoway Singers
AGM
will be held on

Tuesday 25th
October 2022

at 9pm
in St Columba’s Church Hall

Bayhead Gift House

STOCK CLEARANCE SALE
Everything half price
SHOP CLOSING SOON
For sale: second hand fridge and electric cooker, both in good condition.
For sale: glass cabinets suitable for display purposes.
For sale: chiller for soft drinks.

All welcome

35 Bayhead, Stornoway HS1 2UX
01851 702204

A charitable trust to assist pupils of The Nicolson Institute

Find out how you can help advance the next
generation of Nicolson pupils at www.fotn.org.uk

HOW TO CONTACT US
Editor: Fred Silver
fred@hebevents.com
Design and layout: Andrew Jeffries
info@hebevents.com
Advertising: advertising@hebevents.com
Accounts and invoice queries:
accounts@intermediaservicesstornoway.co.uk
Annie Delin, senior correspondent (Lewis and
Harris): annie@welovestornoway.com
Writers: Katie Macleod, Taylor Edgar
General enquiries: info@welovestornoway.com
Tel: 01851 705743

NEXT EDITION: The deadline for information and advertising submissions is
Tuesday October 25. The newspaper is published on Thursday November 3.

EVENTS is published by Intermedia Services (Stornoway) Church House, 16 James Street, Stornoway HS1 2QN Tel: 01851 705743
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A TASTE OF NEPAL
FRIDAY 28TH/SATURDAY 29TH OCTOBER

3 COURSE BUFFET | £28.95 PER PERSON
ENJOY THE DELICIOUS AUTHENTIC FLAVOURS OF NEPAL

CALL US ON 01851 702740 TO BOOK YOUR TABLE

Butty Bus

UIG COMMUNITY SHOP
AND FILLING STATION

Leverburgh Pier

Fuel available out-of-hours with auto-payment
by credit or debit cards 7 days per week.

Locally sourced fresh fish cooked to order

Takeaway ������������������ Monday to Saturday 7�30am to 2�30pm
Fish & Chip Takeaway ���� Friday & Saturday 5pm to 7:30pm

Phone or Text 07899786574

Lochs Services Ltd
Fuel, Groceries and Café

Cameron Terrace, Leurbost, HS2 9PE

Tel: 01851 860377

Open: Monday-Saturday 6.30am-9pm

Launderette - self service or service wash
Eating area - hot drinks machine + microwave
your own snacks

Free-to-use cash machine
Post Office services
Public toilet with baby-changing facilities
Wide range of groceries, fruit and vegetables
Health foods and pharmaceuticals

Opening hours:
Monday-Saturday: 9am-5pm Sunday: CLOSED

HOLMASAIG STUDIO

GALLERY

QUIDINISH S.E. HARRIS

Uig Community Shop, Timsgarry, Uig, HS2 9JD Tel: 01851 672444
EVENTS AVAILABLE HERE

The Good Food Boutique
Delicatessen & Speciality Foods
•
•
•
•
•

Freshly made Sandwiches, Salad Boxes & Baking
Take away Coffee & Tea & Hot Chocolate
Cheesemonger
Quality World Foods
Fine wines, Ales, Whisky & Artisan Gin

59 Cromwell Street, Stornoway, HS1 2DD Tel: 01851 701 394
Open Monday - Saturday 8.30am - 5.30pm

LIVING IN THE ISLES…
Please contact us
contact
us
if Please
you need
support,
if
you
need
support,
information or advice.
or advice.
MARION
MACINNES
ELLIE ADVISOR)
DONNELLY
ELLIE DONNELLY information
(DEMENTIA

Awarded the 2014
CRMacintosh / France
Residency in Collioure

WATERCOLOUR PAINTINGS. JAPANESE WOODBLOCK PRINTS
By resident artist Margarita Williams D.A. (Glas) and invited artists.
Tel:01859 530401 www.holmasaiggallery.com Open: Mon - Sat 11-5pm

THE

THE BALTIC
BOOKSHOP

(LOCALITY
LEADER)
(DEMENTIA
ADVISOR)
MARION
ELLIE DONNELLY
07500MACINNES
762041
edonnelly@alzscot.org
07771925730
07500 762041
(LOCALITY
LEADER)
(DEMENTIA
ADVISOR)
LEADER)
CATHY
MASSON (LOCALITY
mmacinnes@alzscot.org
edonnelly@alzscot.org
07771925730
07500
762041
07795 507072 CMasson@alzscot.org
mmacinnes@alzscot.org
edonnelly@alzscot.org

Free 24 Hour Dementia Helpline 0808 808 3000
Keep
safe!
We hopeHelpline
to see you
Free 24
Hour
Dementia
0808soon.
808 3000
Keep
safe!
We
hope
to
see
you
soon.
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/alzheimer-scotland-western-isles-locality
HOW TO DONATE: www.justgiving.com/fundraising/marion-macinnes5

WWW.CALADHINN.CO.UK

ISLAND SPIRIT
WHISKY SHOP

Whisky, Gin, Rum & Other Spirits,
Fine Wines, Local Craft Beers,
LocalCraft Cider & Gifts
Whisky & Gin Tasting Events

Roderick Smith Ltd,
8-10 Cromwell Street,
Stornoway HS1 2DA

Tailored to suit your requirements

38 Cromwell Street,
Stornoway HS1 2DD

Tel: 01851 702082

01851 705705 07555697540

balticbookshop@rsmiths.co.uk

@islandspiritwhisky

food and
coffee, with
or without
a walk

on
ath
otp

Centre

fo

The Woodlands

Open
all day…

ly

HOW TO DONATE: www.justgiving.com/fundraising/marion-macinnes5

Castle Grounds
Monday to Saturday 9.30 to 3.30pm
Photograph courtesy of Colin Cameron

A Stornoway Trust Enterprise

Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright 2016

Page 4 - EVENTS

www.hebevents.com

06/10/22 - 02/11/22

LIVING IN THE ISLES…
Stornoway

John Morrison,

Christian Bookshop

Main Street, Tarbert

Newsagents - Grocers - Quality home-baking

30 Kenneth Street, Stornoway | 01851 703334

fresh fruit and vegetables, greetings cards
Free deliveries in Tarbert

01859 502319

Open:8.30am - 8.30pm Monday - Saturday

EVENTS available here

OPENING HOURS 10am-1pm 2pm-5pm Mon - Sat

• Harris Tweed Store • Harris Tweed Jackets
• Harris Tweed Shoes • Harris Tweed Bags & Gifts
Stornoway

Tarbert
Village

We are
here

e: info@buth-an-rubha.co.uk t: 01851 870713

♦ Hot and cold snacks ♦
♦ Italian coffees ♦ Convenience store ♦
♦ Fresh and frozen produce ♦

Ferry

Leverburgh

Caberfeidh, Tarbert, Isle of Harris,
Western Isles, HS3 3DJ
Tel: 01859 502040/
01859 502505
Open: Mon-Sat 9am - 5.30pm
info@harristweedisleofharris.co.uk
www.harristweedisleofharris.co.uk

Calendars
and
Christmas
Cards now
in stock
Get your ‘Across the Miles’ cards here

www.stornowaychristianbookshop.co.uk

Furniture and Interior World

Stockists of the best furniture and interior design for over 20 years

OPENING HOURS
Shop: 9am-8pm
Cafe: 9am-5pm
Both closed Sunday

www.facebook.com/buthanrubha

The Harris
Tweed
Hebrides
Mill Shop

Harris Tweed
direct from The
Shawbost Mill
25 North Beach Street, Stornoway HS1 2XQ

Tel: 01851 700046

www.harristweedhebrides.com
retail@harristweedhebrides.com

Divans and bedsteads, full range of quality mattresses including memory foam biggest range available locally. Suites, bedroom and living room ranges available.

an clachan
• Crafts and gifts • Wide range of fresh foods
• newspapers and magazines
• Petrol and Diesel fuel available • Calor gas

John Maher Photography Exhibition

An Clachan, Leverburgh, Isle of Harris HS5 3TS

Tel: 01859 520370

Harris Millennium Tapestry Exhibition

EVENTS available here

7 Inaclete Road, Stornoway

Tel: 01851 703370

Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Saturday
FREE DELIVERY IN LEWIS AND HARRIS

www.furnitureworld.org.uk

06/10/22 - 02/11/22
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Evening & Daytime Classes

POTTERY & GLASS

All levels, beginner to advanced,
with taster sessions always available
GROUPS WELCOME

www.collpottery.co.uk

collpotterycraftcentre@gmail.com

07787 030504/07876 273900

GEARRANNAN
Blackhouse Village
A WINDOW TO THE PAST

Open to visitors March to October 9.30am - 5.30pm except Sundays

Self-catering thatched cottages OPEN ALL YEAR

Sleeping between 2 & 14 and rated from 2 stars to 4 stars

Also 13 bedded Hostel open all year

For more information please contact
Gearrannan Blackhouse Village 5a Gearrannan,
Carloway, Isle of Lewis HS2 9AL
Tel: 01851 643416 E-mail: info@gearrannan.com
www.gearrannan.com

29
OCT

2022

ove comics? Or Science fiction, fantasy,

Lgames? Then get yourself down to
—EST 2016—

For all your sewing needs

Nothing compares to your own stitched creations.
Fabrics, wool & haberdashery supplier
OPEN MON, TUE, THU, FRI 2-5.30PM SAT 2-5PM
CLOSED WEDNESDAY

TONG CROSSROADS, TONG HS2 0HJ

TEL: 01851 701445

To advertise in EVENTS,
email advertising@
hebevents.com

Stornoway on 29th October for OH!CON, the
Outer Hebrides first comic con. It’s a whole day
dedicated to celebrating geekdom and popular
culture.

We want to see lots of folk head to Stornoway to
unleash their inner nerd and take part in lots of fun
activities. If you want to come dressed as your
favourite character, even better!

Outer Hebrides Comic Con

STORNOWAY
www.ohcon.info

On Saturday 29th, the Town Hall and other venues in Stornoway
will be hosting a whole range of activities including:
Workshops for all ages on writing and illustrating comics and
graphic novels, robotics, miniature painting and more.
Talks on a range of creative and nerdy topics; from the history
of Beano and creating comic worlds to the range of careers and
opportunities available within the comic world.
Great guests including Ben Aaronovitch, author of the Rivers of
London fantasy novels and writer for Doctor Who.

Leading up to OH!CON, there will also be lots of other
activities to enjoy. We have a series of cosplaymaking workshops taking place at Stornoway Library
in the weeks leading up to OH!CON, so you can get
help with creating your spectacular costume to take
part in the Cosplay Masquerade Competition.

Cosplay competitions for all ages.

And there’s more. On Thursday 27th, there’ll be a
special cult movie screening at Stornoway Library.

Gaming - including board games, D&D, wargaming, VR and a one-ofa-kind arcade machine.

On Friday 28th, the library will be hosting the nerdiest
ever quiz night - come along to test your knowledge
of comics, sci-fi and fantasy.

Green screen photography - get photographed in your costume
against fantastic backgrounds.
Artists’ gallery – submit your comic, fantasy and sci-fi artwork on
our website for display at OH!CON. Meet fellow illustrators on the
day to talk about and share your work.

Nerf War Tournaments – battle the alien enemy to secure your
inflatable fort!

Visit www.ohcon.info to find out more and to book tickets
Follow us on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram to keep up to date with what is happening
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Swedish knitters visit
community shop
T

here was a lovely
visit on Thursday
September 15 from a
group of knitters from
Sweden, reports Bùth
Bharraigh.
They then had a lovely
time in Castlebay Hall
with some local and visitor
knitters.
It was great to share
skills and learn from others,
said Bùth Bharraigh on
Facebook.

Comunn Eachdraidh Nis
Ness Historical Society

Museum Archive Exhibitions Gift Shop Café
Seachdain Dùthchas aig Comunn Eachdraidh Nis

Dùthchas week at Comunn Eachdraidh Nis

Bha seachdain thlachdmhor aig Comunn
Eachdraidh Nis airson Dùthchas 2022.
Bha clasaichean Gàidhlig againn gach madainn
airson luchd-ionnsachaidh còmhla ri Donna
agus bha an cafaidh làn airson ‘Ceòl sa Chafaidh’ còmhla ri Murdaigean agus DB feasgar
Dimàirt. Bha boireannaich Lacasdail a’ seinn
òrain luaidh do mhuinntir an Day Club madainn
Diardaoin agus dh’ionnsaich sinn ciamar a tha
cuibhle-shnìomh ag obair. Tha sinn airson taing
a thoirt dhan a h-uile duine a ghabh pàirt thairis
air an t-seachdain. Tha sinn a-nis a’ coimhead air
adhart ri Dùthchas 2023!
Last month, Comunn Eachdraidh Nis took part in
Dùthchas, the Galson Estate’s heritage week. There
was a varied choice of sessions organised, from
beginners’ Gaelic classes to a session on how to
use a spinning wheel. On Tuesday afternoon, we
had a full house for ‘Ceòl sa Chafaidh’ with local
musicians DB and Murdigan, and the Day Club
were treated to the Laxdale Ladies ‘waulking the

www.nesshistorical.co.uk

Sgoil Chrois, Ness, HS2 0SN

tweed’ in traditional fashion. Thank you to everyone who helped to organise the variety of sessions
throughout the week and we are grateful to all
who came along to support us.

Soup and Pudding
for CEN funds
Saturday 5th November
12 - 2pm
in CEN café
bidh fàilte oirbh
All welcome

Find us on the A857 towards the Butt of Lewis

06/10/22 - 02/11/22
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12pm We Are All Witches:
Mairi Kidd

FACLAN 2022

Fèis Litreachas Innse Gall The Hebridean Book Festival

2 – 5 Samhain

From 1563 to 1736 Scotland
put thousands of so-called
‘witches’ to death. Kidd
reimagines these women, not
as victims but as fascinating
individuals who have been
omitted from Scotland’s history.

2 - 5 November

WITCHCRAFT • Buisneachd
‘Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live.’
Exodus 22: 18

Image: Leoil, Emily Graham

N

ot since Joe McCarthy’s America in the 1950’s, has the term ‘witch hunt’ been so common.
Then it was communists. Now, enabled and amplified by social media, any individual or
group outwith a prevailing orthodoxy is a potential target or a victim. While those in power political figures, challenged or exposed – use the term to claim persecution and injustice.

5pm: The Tick & the Tock of the Crocodile Clock:
Kenny Boyle
His fresh, insightful, funny, and honest debut about the
tougher side of life, takes us deep into the psyche of a
likeable misfit.

2pm: Jill Smith The Gypsy
Switch and other Ritual Journeys
The story of the artist and author’s ritual journeying through
the sacred landscapes of Britain. Jill moved to the Hebrides
in 1986, and it remains her heart and spiritual home.

The consequences today are less extreme, of course. No one is being tortured and burned at the
stake. Not literally anyway. But they are not trivial: Alienation, fear, stress, panic, mental illness,
loss of livelihood, even suicide.

It is a phenomenon that is literal and metaphorical. Evoking religion and the supernatural, the
psychic and the psychological. Simultaneously mediaeval and modern. By looking back, we can
consider if we have changed as much as we think we have.
Roddy Murray
Head of Visual Arts & Literature

3.30pm: Häxan: Witchcraft through the Ages
(Christensen, 1922, 91 mins)

DIACIADAIN / WEDNESDAY 2 SAMHAIN / NOVEMBER

1922 silent documentary charting the historical roots of
witchcraft. A masterpiece.
7pm The Fear and Loathing of Witches:
Malcolm Gaskill
Illustrated talk by one of the UK’s leading experts on the
origins and history of witchcraft.

2pm: The Crucible (Nicolas Hytner, 1996, 126m)
From the 1953 play by Arthur Miller, set during the Salem
witch trials of 1692.

5pm Eyes as Big as Plates Riitta Ikonen, Karoline Hjorth

5.30pm Free Solo
(National Geographic, 2018, 100 mins.)

Stunning photographic project by Finnish
and Norwegian artists.
VIRTUAL EVENT IN THE AUDITORIUM, LIVE
STREAMED FROM NORWAY.
7pm The Blindest
Man: Emily Graham
5pm: The Brahan Seer - The Story of Scotland’s
Nostradamus: Douglas Thompson: Acair Event
Based on the life of Coinneach Odhar, the legendary
Brahan Seer.

About the search to
find a Golden Owl,
buried at a secret
location in France, in
1993. Only, the man
who buried it died in
2009. The treasure
hunters are still
trying to solve the
11 riddles that will
reveal its location.

One of the greatest athletic feats of any kind, Alex Honnold’s climb of El Capitan in Yosemite – without a rope
- set the ultimate standard: perfection or death.

8.30 The Book of Phobias and Manias: A History of
the World in 99 Obsessions. Kate Summerscale
A spell-binding history of our fears and obsessions by the
award-winning author.
10pm Scratch Night

(FREE)

A fun, free informal evening of creativity, conversation
and experiment.

DISATHUIRNE / SATURDAY 5 SAMHAIN / NOVEMBER

7pm Stornoway Writers’ Circle on Witchcraft and
Superstition. (Drum Room, FREE)

8pm Time on Rock:
Anna Fleming
Anna Fleming’s acclaimed
book shows us how placing
hand and foot on rock
becomes a profound new
way into the landscape. This
illustrated talk also references
Lewis and Harris.

TAISBEANADH: EXHIBITION
Na Boireannaich: The Women – Danielle Macleod and
Alice Macleod. An exhibition exploring themes of representation and misrepresentation of Hebridean women
in songs, stories and local history.

FACLAN ÒGA
Sat 5th November
10am – 11.30am Tarbert Community Library
2pm – 3.30pm Stornoway Town Hall
The Queen of the Birds: with illustrator Kate Leiper
Story event for children age 4 – 8 and their families

8.30pm: The Witch Hunter and the Gael: Louise Yeoman
The historian and broadcaster, who has specialised in
the Scottish witch hunts, looks at the Gaelic connection.
8pm Nosferatu 100: Peter Urpeth
(F W Murnau, 88 mins, 1922)
100th anniversary screening, with live piano accompaniment.

DIHAOINE / FRIDAY 4 SAMHAIN / NOVEMBER

DIARDAOIN / THURSDAY 3 SAMHAIN / NOVEMBER

Tuesday 8th November 2022
10am: Buisneachd: Witchcraft - Margaret Bennett,
Catriona Murray, John ‘Rusty’ Macdonald
Three perspectives on witchcraft and an Dà Shealladh
(Second Sight). From folklorist, singer and writer
Margaret Bennett, UHI Lecturer Catriona Murray and
local historian John ‘Rusty’ Macdonald.

TICKETS: -

2pm: The Tragedy of Macbeth
(Joel Coen, 2022, 105mins)
Shakespeare’s bloody tragedy of ambition, guilt, murder,
madness and retribution.

2pm: A Girl Walks Home Alone at Night
(Ana Lily Amirpour 2014, 101m)
An Iranian vampire film! Filmed in black & white, moody,
atmospheric and gorgeous.

•

Online: http://tickets.lanntair.com/Sales/

•

Phone: An Lanntair Box Office 01851 70 8480

•

In person: An Lanntair Box Office,
Kenneth Street, Stornoway HS1 2DS

•

Email: info@lanntair.com

An Lanntair and Tarbert Community Library
The Rewilders by Lindsay Littleson
Suitable for P4 – 7
Wednesday 9th November 2022
An Lanntair and Tarbert Community Library
Inch and Grub by Alastair Chisholm
Suitable for P1 – 3

An Lanntair, Kenneth Street,
Stornoway, Isle of Lewis, HS1 2DS
Registered Charity No: SC003287

www.lanntair.com
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CROFTING NEWS AND VIEWS OCTOBER 2022
SAC Agricultural & Conservation Consultants combine local knowledge with
extensive experience and are supported by our team of renowned specialists.
We can assist crofters with business advice on a range of topics to improve profitability

Contact your local SAC office: 01851 703103

Leading the way in Agriculture and Rural Research, Education and Consulting

Crofting
Services

Health risks to the flock from bought-in rams
Y

office 01851 703103 and we will send out a hard copy or complete
the exercise online.. These must be completed and returned to
the Area Office within the Scheme application period in order to
apply. For help with any of the application methods your local SAC
Consultants are ready to help.

ou have just returned home from the sales with an
impressive looking tup but what nasty surprises could he
have brought with him?

There is no doubt that buying in sheep is one of the main risk
factors for introducing disease to a flock. In many flocks the only
bought-in animals will be the rams which makes it a relatively easier
problem to deal with.

SUSSS, is targeted at sheep production on the poorest quality land
to help farmers maintain the social and environmental benefits that
sheep flocks bring to those areas.

There are a number of disease conditions to think about when
buying in stock mainly because many of them are infectious and
could spread to others in the flock. Once infections have spread it
is much more difficult and costly to eradicate them. A number of
treatments are recommended in order to address the main disease
risks. If you want to reduce the risks to the status of your flock’s health,
a quarantine period of three to four weeks is strongly recommended
for any bought-in sheep. It could save a lot of time, money, and effort
in the long term by avoiding the introduction of disease to the flock.

In order to be eligible for SUSSS, a sheep producer must have
homebred ewe hoggs, no more than 200 hectares of Payment Region
1 land, and 80 per cent of their holding must consist of land in
Payment Region 3. If you are unsure about your eligibility, please get
in touch with your local SAC Office.
Payment is based on the number of eligible ewe hoggs; or a
number equal to, or restricted to, one ewe hogg per four hectares
of eligible land, whichever is the fewer, retained by the stock owner
until 31st March 2023.

The advantages of a quarantine period are:
a) It gives the opportunity to closely inspect the animals for signs
of disease.
b) Some infections can be picked up at a sale or in transit. Some of
these will become evident during the quarantine period.
c) It provides the opportunity to treat sheep for various diseases
or conditions that you certainly do not want to introduce to a
clean flock.
d) It allows the ram to settle on to his new holding after the stress
of the sale and transportation before being used for breeding. It is not
uncommon to be presented with bulls and rams that are suspected to
have poor fertility because of having been pushed on for a sale and
then put out to work immediately on arrival on their new holding.
Due to the increasing levels of sheep scab across the country there
is a significant risk that a purchased ram could be carrying sheep
scab mites. It may have become infected on the farm of origin, in
transit or at the mart through contact with other infected sheep or
from the pens. It is therefore strongly recommended that all bought
in sheep are treated for scab during their quarantine period.
Resistance to sheep wormers is becoming a real challenge to
the sheep industry and there are farms that are now unable to keep
sheep as a result. There are also small numbers of flocks with liver
flukes which are resistant to the only product effective against all of
the stages of the parasite i.e. triclabendazole (Fasinex, Combinex).
It then becomes exceedingly difficult to prevent acute liver fluke.
The most common way of resistance arising on a holding is through
the introduction of sheep which are carrying resistant parasites. To
reduce the likelihood of resistant round worms being introduced
it is recommended that a group 2, levamisole-based drug (yellow
drench) and a group 3, ivermectin/milbemycin drug (clear drench
or injectable) are administered sequentially. During the quarantine
period the feet should be closely inspected for signs of footrot or
CODD and treated if necessary. The latter condition often presents
as a raw swelling at the top of the hoof but can under-run the hoof

starting from the top. Seek veterinary advice for the treatment of
CODD.
Rams moving from a non-tick area to a tick-infested area are at
high risk of tick-borne fever, which can affect fertility, and in some
tick infested areas there is a risk of louping-ill virus. It would be
advisable to treat the ram with a pour-on product effective against
ticks or with an OP dip before introducing him to a tick area. A
single vaccination of louping-ill vaccine will give good protection
against louping-ill virus.
Finally, look after the “Boy”. He’s your main asset at this time of
year and if he’s as good as you think he’ll produce your breeding
stock for the future and the money to improve your business. You’ve
spent a bit of your hard-earned cash on him, and you are expecting
great things. We all like a bit of TLC !

2021 Scottish Upland
Sheep Support Scheme
(SUSSS)
This year’s Scottish Upland Sheep Support Scheme (SUSSS), which
provides additional support on top of the Basic Payment Scheme to
sheep producers who farm in Scotland's rough grazing areas, will
close on November 30, 2022. Online applications for SUSSS 2022
can be made on Rural Payments and allow you to easily withdraw
any animals from the scheme that you no longer wish to claim, or
that die during the retention period.
Paper-based application forms are available through your local
SGRPID Area Office if you call 01851 702392 or at your local SAC

Note: If you don’t know if you qualify or how many hoggs you
can retain give the SAC Stornoway office a quick call and we’ll help
you work it out.

Scottish Suckler Beef
Support Scheme
This scheme gives direct support to specialist beef producers. It
has an annual budget of £34 million for Scottish mainland claims
and £6 million for claims from the Scottish islands.
The scheme year runs from 1 January to 31 December
• They pay on male and female calves at least 75 per cent beef
bred
• Calves must have been born on your Scottish holding and kept
there for 30 days
• Animals born on or after 2 December are not eligible until the
next scheme year. We consider an animal to be one day old on
the day after it was born. So an animal born on 2 December is
not 30 days old until after 1 January
• Claims can be made throughout the year and there is no limit to
the number of claims you can make by the close of the scheme
year on 31 December.
• You must keep a herd record book and officially identify cattle
on your holding in line with the Cattle Identification Regulations
(Scotland 2007)
Note: If you haven’t claimed in the past few years and had
qualifying calves then these can be claimed for. Ask SAC Stornoway
for advice. (01851703103)
Iain M Macmillan
Senior Agricultural Consultant, SAC Lewis and Harris

CRYSTALYX LASTS LONGER!
WITH LOW REQUIRED INTAKES AND A UNIQUE CRYSTALLINE
STRUCTURE, CRYSTALYX PRODUCTS CAN LAST UP TO THREE
TIMES LONGER THAN SOME OTHER FEED BLOCKS
Find your nearest stockist at www.crystalyx- global.com
Tel +44 016973 32592 Email info@crystalyx-global.com

Crystalyx UK

=
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Scottish Crofting Federation

Levels of Engagement…mushroom covers crofting
M

actions, no outcomes, or objectives, no ‘key
performance indicators’ against which to measure
progress. Crofting is referred to in passing (“farmers
and crofters”) and there is no mention of what
‘support to constrained areas’ would be and who
would get it, or how measures would target smaller
producers, or where the capping of the grossly
large payments would be set (90% of the current
budget goes to 50% of recipients). There is no
structure for redistribution, no reward for existing
good practice, no island-proofing or croft-proofing.

By Patrick Krause

any years ago, a Bill was presented to
the Scottish Parliament that would lead
to the 2007 Crofting Act. It unleashed a huge
resistance from crofters, and this was, of course,
reflected by their elected representatives in
the parliament. The bill teetered and looked
like it might fall. To this day politicians have a
reluctance to touch crofting legislation because
of the fracas back then.

Internationally, there has been a lot of work on
engagement with citizens and an example of a
simple hierarchy shows:

The senior official from the Scottish Executive (as
it was then) asked me why the crofters were being
“so awkward”. I suggested that it was probably
because the government had not asked them what
they wanted. His response was, “We don’t ask
crofters, we tell them”. Well, hell mend ye.
Unfortunately, this seems to be occurring again,
this time not with crofting law but the formation
of an agriculture policy for Scotland, now that we
have left the European CAP. I have said quite a lot
about the process already in previous columns, but
it is worth further comment as Scottish Government
has released the long-awaited consultation. It had
been widely referred to as a consultation on the
Agriculture Bill, but it is actually a consultation
on “Proposals for a New Agriculture Bill”. In
other words, there is no draft bill to refer to. The
consultation has been received with various
degrees of hostility, ranging from exasperation
to contempt. Producers met together soon after
its release to discuss how out of touch Scottish
Government must be and how appalling the
engagement has been. It is the angriest I have seen
stakeholders since the Crofting Bill in 2007.

1. Engagement for information – letting people
know what will happen

There is a consultative group called the
Agriculture and Rural Development stakeholder
group set up by Scottish Government to explore
ideas, to get feedback, gather views and so on.
But it became a forum where government officials
told stakeholders what they were doing. Some
stakeholders complained and the group wasn’t
convened again for nine months – during the
critical period of the formation of agriculture policy
leading to the consultation. No wonder it was so
badly received.

ambitions, but things seem to be getting slipped in
that even the Agriculture Reform Implementation
Oversite Board (ARIOB) are unaware of. I have
mentioned this group previously: it was set up to
oversee the implementation of agriculture policy,
but even members of this group say that they feel
they are being ‘mushroomed’ to use the technical
phrase for being kept in the dark and fed manure.
The consultation doesn’t say much about how
things will be implemented at all. No plan of

I guess it’s about managing expectations. If
stakeholders were told what to expect it may have
gone some way to alleviate disappointment. But
it is not simply that stakeholders are disheartened
with the lack of detail, a reiteration of vague

Join
the
SCF
Join the SCF

Membership of the Scottish Crofting
Membership
of the
Crofting Federation
Membership
ofScottish
the
Crofting
Federation
is anScottish
investment
in
is
an
investment
in
the
future
of
crofting.
Federation
is an
investment in
the
future
of
crofting.
Your support will strengthen the voice
the future of crofting.

of crofterswill
& crofting
communities
Your support
strengthen
the voice
Your support will strengthen the voice
of crofters, crofting communities

of crofters, crofting communities

Registered in Scotland as a Limited Company No: SC218658
Recognised as Scottish Charity No: SC031919

Registered in Scotland as a Limited Company No: SC218658

Recognised
as Scottish
Charity No:
Registered in Scotland
as a Limited
Company
No:SC031919
SC218658
Recognised as Scottish Charity No: SC031919

www.crofting.org
www.crofting.org

01599 530 005
01599
530 005
hq@crofting.org
hq@crofting.org

2. Engagement for consideration – letting
people know what could happen and what
scope there will be for their comments
3. Engagement for improvement – seeking
users' views specifically to bring about an
improvement in existing services
4. Engagement for involvement – involving
people in the development process, from
objectives to outcomes. This level is needed
for sustainable development.
We want to be involved and Scottish Government
is not at stage 1 yet.
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CROFTING NOTICES - OCTOBER 2022
First Registration
of a Croft
Angela Jenkins has registered their Croft 1
Newlands, Newlands, Stornoway on the Crofting
Register held by the Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to challenge the
registration may apply to the Scottish Land Court
by 16th June 2023.
Details of the registration can be found at
www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/home.
The Croft registration number is C8676.

First Registration
of a Croft
ANGUS MACDONALD has registered their croft,
15 KNOCK CARLOWAY, CARLOWAY, UIG, on the
Crofting Register held by the Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to challenge the
registration may apply to the Scottish Land Court
by 1st June 2023.
Details of the registration can be found at
www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/home.
The croft registration number is C8642.

First Registration
of a Croft
Mr Roderick Mackenzie, residing at I0A Benside,
Newmarket, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0DZ, has registered
his Croft I0A Newmarket, Isle of Lewis, on the
Crofting Register held by the Register of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to challenge the
registration may apply to the Scottish Land Court
by 2nd June 2023.
Details of the registration can be found at
www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/home.
The croft registration number is C8653.

Proposed Assignation of Croft

Proposed Assignation of Croft

JOHN STUART MITCHELL, Crofter, 93 Moss Carr
Road, Long Lee, Keighley BD21 4SB is applying to The
Crofting Commission for consent to assign the tenancy
of the croft at 32 Aird, Tong, Isle of Lewis, to MARK
CAMPBELL, 9A Aird, Tong, Isle of Lewis HS2 0HT.

Susan McTaggart is applying to the Crofting
Commission for consent to assign the tenancy of the
croft at 35 Galson, Barvas to Irenie McTaggart of 5
Ceann a Tuath, Arnol.

If you have an interest in this application, you may
submit comments on the proposal in writing or some
other permanent form to the Crofting Commission,
Great Glen House, Leachkin Road,
Inverness,
IV3 8NW (e-mail: info@crofting.gov.scot) by 3rd
November 2022.

If you consider you have a relevant interest in this
application, you may submit comments in writing to
the Crofting Commission, Great Glen House, Leachkin
Road, Inverness IV3 8NW or email info@crofting.gov.
scot by 3rd November 2022.

Please note that any comments you provide are
part of an open process and will be made available
to interested parties. Your comments would also be
released under a Freedom of Information enquiry.

Proposed Assignation of a Croft
Kenneth Mackay is applying to the Crofting
Commission for consent to assign the tenancy of the
croft at 7A Rhenigadale, Isle of Harris to William B
Morrison, 7 Ard Na Cille.
Written comments from those with a relevant interest
(which may be made public) to: Crofting Commission,
Leachkin Road, Inverness, IV3 8NW, info@crofting.
scotland.gov.uk by 3rd November 2022.
Please note that any comments you provide are
part of an open process and will be made available
to interested parties. Your comments would also be
released under a Freedom of Information enquiry.

Proposed Assignation of a Croft
Mr Murdo Angus Murrray, residing at 6 Sand Street,
Stornoway, Isle of Lewis, HS1 2UE, is applying to
the Crofting Commission for consent to assign the
tenancy of the Croft at 6 Sand Street, Stornoway, Isle
of Lewis to Jonathan Murdo Murray residing at 6A
Sand Street, Stornoway, Isle of Lewis, HS1 2UE.
Written comments from those with a relevant interest
(which may be made public) to: Crofting Commission,
Leachkin Road, Inverness, IV3 8NW, info@crofting.
scotland.gov.uk by 6th November 2022.
Please note that any comments you provide are
part of an open process and will be made available
to interested parties. Your comments would also be
released under a Freedom of Information enquiry.

Proposed Assignation of a Croft

Proposed Assignation of Croft

Angus Mackenzie, residing at 1 Navar, Laxay, Isle of
Lewis, HS2 9PJ, is applying to the Crofting Commission
for consent to assign the tenancy of the Croft at 2
Keose, Lochs, Isle of Lewis to Iain Mackenzie residing
at 24 Fair-a-Far Cottages, Edinburgh, EH4 6PQ and 2
Keose, Lochs, Isle of Lewis, HS2 9JT.

Murdo D.A. Macleod is applying to the Crofting
Commission for consent to assign the tenancy of the
croft at 27 Knock, Point to Alexander M. Macleod of
28D Swordale, Point.

Written comments from those with a relevant interest
(which may be made public) to: Crofting Commission,
Leachkin Road, Inverness IV3 8NW, info@crofting.
gov.scot by 3rd November 2022.

If you consider you have a relevant interest in this
application, you may submit comments in writing to
the Crofting Commission, Great Glen House, Leachkin
Road, Inverness IV3 8NW or email info@crofting.gov.
scot by 3rd November 2022.

Please note that any comments you provide are
part of an open process and will be made available
to interested parties. Your comments would also be
released under a Freedom of Information enquiry.

Please note that any comments you provide are
part of an open process and will be made available
to interested parties. Your comments would also be
released under a Freedom of Information enquiry.

Please note that any comments you provide are
part of an open process and will be made available
to interested parties. Your comments would also be
released under a Freedom of Information enquiry.

Proposed Sublet
of a Croft by Tenant
C Mosey is applying to sublet the whole croft at 37 Coll,
Stornoway to George Stewart, 20 Coll, Isle of Lewis for a
period of 3 years.
Written comments from those with a relevant
interest (which may be made public), to: Crofting
Commission, Leachkin Road, Inverness IV3 8NW, or
info@crofting.gov.scot by the 3 November 2022.
Please note that any comments you provide are part of
an open process and will be made available to interested
parties. Your comments would also be released under a
Freedom of Information enquiry.

Proposed Sublet
of a Croft by Tenant
Calum Donald Murray is applying to sublet the whole croft
at 7 North Dell, Ness, Isle of Lewis to Donald MacSween,
20B North Dell for a period of 5 years.
Written comments from those with a relevant
interest (which may be made public), to: Crofting
Commission, Leachkin Road, Inverness IV3 8NW, or
info@crofting.gov.scot by the 3rd November 2022.
Please note that any comments you provide are part of
an open process and will be made available to interested
parties. Your comments would also be released under a
Freedom of Information enquiry.

LEMREWAY
COMMON GRAZINGS

AGM

Thursday 27th October,
3pm
Lemreway Village Fank
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Photo by Sandie Maciver

Liz Sutherland with hampers

Full DeLuxe Hamper

Hampers spread the word about Hebridean produce
A

By Iain Maciver

veteran teacher who retired as Head of English at The
Nicolson Institute a couple of years ago, has set up a
business selling hampers offering a taste of the Hebrides.
Over the years, as friends and family moved away from the island,
Liz Sutherland let them know how much she was thinking about
them and missing them by sending them gift hampers of local items.
That is where the idea for Hebridean Hamper business originated.
She explains that she herself is just about local ... well, nearly.
Her father’s family came originally from Lewis and, after holidaying
there for years, her mum and dad brought them to live on the island
in 1973.
“I was cross to start with then I got used to it, and then I grew to

absolutely love it. We lived in Breanish, Uig, and travelled to school
weekly on an excellent bus service that went into Stornoway on a
Monday morning and returned home again on a Friday evening, an
epic bus journey that stopped in every village in Uig.”
Once the children left home, her hard-working crofting and
crafting parents moved to Melbost, Point. They ran successful local
businesses for many years including Breanish Pottery and Breanish
Tweed.
Liz recalls: “After leaving The Nicolson Institute in 1975, I worked
and studied abroad, on mainland Scotland and in England, until
eventually moving home with my own two children in 1989 to live
in Stornoway. I worked at Lewis Offshore for a few years and then in
various admin and educational roles for the local authority over the
last 30-plus years. I was at Lews Castle School for 11 years.”

CROFTING NOTICES - OCTOBER 2022
GRESS COMMON
GRAZINGS COMMITTEE

AGM & Election of
New Committee
Loch a Tuath
Community Hut

7.30pm Thursday
10th November

SALE DATES 2022

Tuesday 11th October
Tuesday 11th October

LAMBS
LAMBS AND EWES
RAMS,
CATTLE SALE

8:30am START
8:30am START
5pm START
9.30am START

ALL CLASSES OF SHEEP
INCLUDING CAST RAMS

8.30am START

THE GREAT ANNUAL
RAM SALE

********************

“I retired from teaching two years ago. I was the head of the English
Department at the Nicolson from 2008 to 2020 but still do a little
supply cover occasionally. Now I hope to do all of my fabulous
suppliers proud and represent their hard work and skill by sharing a
taste of the Hebrides with as many Hebrideans, here and away, and
visitors as possible.”
Liz paid tribute to her children, daughter Sophie and son Daniel,
who, despite busy lives and families of their own, have encouraged
and helped her to set up the business. She had some advice on setting
up her business from Business Gateway but hasn't applied for any
funding from anywhere so far.
“We are still negotiating with producers, including another in Uist,
and at least one in Barra, to be able to offer their goods and truly
represent artisan food products from across the whole of the Outer
Hebrides in our hampers. Since starting this, I have been amazed
at the range and extremely high quality of local food products and
meeting all the producers individually has been extremely interesting
and enjoyable.
“Who knew that you could buy delicious Hebridean salami in
Stornoway, gorgeous chocolate handmade in Harris, and exquisite
freshly-ground coffee roasted in Uist? It has been a real treat to
develop the list of suppliers and their products.”

www.lewisandharrisauctionmart.co.uk
Wednesday 24th August
Wednesday 7th September
Monday 3rd October
Tuesday 4th October

She was in the Education Department for six years, and, most
recently, at The Nicolson Institute for 14 years.

2pm START
On completion
of sheep sale

TO ASSIST WITH BUYER NOTIFICATION & TRANSPORT THE BOOKING
DEADLINE FOR ALL SALES IS 1 WEEK BEFORE SALE DATE, HOWEVER
BOOKING MAY CLOSE EARLIER IF CAPACITY IS REACHED BEFORE THIS.
BOOKING DETAILS:

Book online @ www.lewisandharrisauctionmart.co.uk
FOR PHONE BOOKINGS CONTACT:

LEWIS
Kevin Macdonald ..........................................................................07766 740644
Kenny Macleod.............................................................................. 07810 448911
Kevin Kennedy ..............................................................................07899 759014
HARRIS
Donald John Macinnes .................................................................01859 502313

Latest additions to her suppliers include the Hebridean Kitchen
at Claddach Kirkibost, in North Uist, who make strawberry preserve
and sweet chilli jam and exquisite shortcake, and SkyDancer Coffee
Roasters in Lochboisdale, who produce ground coffee.
Having had to undertake a Food Hygiene certificate course even
though all the foodstuffs she handles are packaged, and being
inspected by Environmental Health, has meant there has been much
to do. Liz has also faced a major learning curve in respect of the
internet and social media. She credits her children in helping educate
her.
She now anticipates that she will get busier as we approach
Christmas, although she is keen to stress that, like a puppy, a hamper
isn't just for Christmas.
Liz is looking at different markets and strategies to keep the
business going all year round, including short-stay visits to the marina
such as sailing clubs coming in to visit, visitors to the islands in the
summer who are self-catering, as well as islanders who live on the
UK mainland and would like a taste of the Hebrides delivered to
them.
“We have so far been very busy establishing our business as an
online UK shop and are on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter, which
have given us the majority of our enquiries and sales to date,” she
says.
The business website is at www.hebrideanhampers.com and can
be contacted at info@hebrideanhampers.com
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ISTANBUL
KEBABS
BURGERS

FISH ‘n’ CHIPS
PIZZAS

CURRIES

   

RESTAURANT & TAKEAWAY
 FAMILY
 
FRIENDLY RESTAURANT
THE ISLAND
WITH OVER 
30 YEARS SERVING

SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE

OPEN 7 DAYS

The local one
stop solution for all
your printing and
design needs.

Tues-Thursday 12pm-2.30pm 4.30-10.30pm
Friday-Saturday: 12pm-3pm 4pm till late
Sunday: 12pm till late (open all day Sunday)
24 South Beach Street, Stornoway, Isle of Lewis

TAKING
   AIM IN
A SOCIAL
SPORT!
Tel: 01851 700299

  



01851 700924
info@sign-print.co.uk
www.sign-print.co.uk
@signprintsty
Church House, James St. Stornoway

BANGLA SPICE
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22 Francis Street
Stornoway
Isle of Lewis
HS1 2NB

RMk

   
    
   

•
Health
& Safety



www.opuscarpentry.co.uk

– Joinery – Construction –

Email: kitchens.opuscarpentry@gmail.com

22
StaffFrancis
available byStreet
telephone
Stornoway
between
9am and 11am
Isle
oforLewis
Monday to
Friday,
by email:
susan@rmkgroup.co.uk
HS1 2NB

RMk

20 Bells Road

703646
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FISH ‘n’ CHIPS
PIZZAS

£4.95
IST
ANBUL
www.hic-stornoway.com
(Restaurant)
FISH ‘n’ CHIPS

CURRIES
BURGERS
PIZZAS
Student
Lunch
£3.50 with
Can

RESTAURANT & TAKEAWAY
LUNCH FROM ONLY

FAMILYANBUL
FRIENDLY RESTAURANT
IST
£4.95
FISH ‘n’ CHIPS
PIZZAS

WITH OVER 30(Restaurant)
YEARS SERVING THE ISLAND
CURRIES
Student Lunch £3.50 with Can
RESTAURANT
& EVERYONE
TAKEAWAY
SOMETHING FOR
LUNCH
FROM
ONLY
FAMILY
FRIENDLY
COME
HAVE
ARESTAURANT
LOOK,
Indian
Cuisine
£4.95
WITH
OVER
30 YEARS
THE ISLAND
YOU(freshly
WON’T
BE• SERVING
DISAPPOINTED
• Pizzas
made)
Burgers • Kebabs
(Restaurant)
COME HAVE A LOOK,
OPEN
DAYS
FAMILY
FRIENDLY
RESTAURANT
YOU WON’T
BE7
DISAPPOINTED

CORONAVIRUS CRISIS SPECIAL

advertisers are having to work reduced hours, open for
delivery/collection only, or have been forced to cease trading
altogether for the time being, in order to keep themselves
and their customers and clients as safe as possible. We
have endeavoured to keep all trading information up-todate, but the situation is changing daily. If you cannot find
what you are looking for in these pages, try online - www.
welovestornoway.com has a dedicated ‘We’re still working
and trading’ section, which is being continuously updated.

Tel: 07774 149 563

www.opuscarpentry.co.uk

LAMINATED PINE,
LARGE STOCK,
VARIOUS SIZES

WINDOWS LTD

Rigs Road Stornoway Isle of Lewis HS1 2RF
Tel: 01851 705919 Fax: 01851 704743
Email: a.clinton@btconnect.com

Email: info@norserv.co.uk
Tel: 01859 421031
PLUMBING

20 Bells Road

EVENTS
Thursday January 7 to Wednesday February 3
th

F
R
E
E

Emergency 24 hour call-out

ISSUE

703646

rd
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We wish all our
supporters a very
happy 2021

KEBABS
CHECK SOCIAL MEDIA
BURGERS

www.hic-stornoway.com
LUNCH
FROM ONLY
(Restaurant)

Monday to Thursday 5pm to 9.30pm
Friday & Saturday 4.30pm to 10pm
CLOSED SUNDAY

Open/closed skips

AUTOPARTS

website: www.hi-scot.com
email: info@hi-scot.com
tel: 01851 701865

Island Road, Stornoway HS1 2RD

• PLASTERBOARD
RECYCLING
• METAL RECYCLING

Monday to Friday
8am - 5.30pm

2 22FraFrancincStisosSrnowaySttrereett • Insurance Services
rance Services
SIstoleHS1rnofoLewiw2NBays •• RiskInsuManagement
t:
01851
704949
•
Health
IRMk
sle of Lewis & Safety
RMk
www.rmkgroup.co.uk
2 Francis Stre t eet• Insurance Services
RMk 22StFrorannciowasyStHSr1 2•NBInsur• aRincesk SerManveiacSegesemrveicnest

RMk

18 Bells Road,
Stornoway, HS1 2RA

ADVICE
YOU CAN

Email: kitchens.opuscarpentry@gmail.com

Tel: 07774 149 563

ADVICE

Insurance
Brokers
• Insurance
Services
••Insurance
Stornoway Services
22 Francis Street
Isle of Lewis

TRUST

t: 01851
704949
t: 01851 704949
• Health &ADVICE
Safety
• Health
& Safety

22 Francis Street
Stornoway
Isle of Lewis
HS1 2NB

• Excellent Service

www.rmkgroup.co.uk
www.rmkgroup.co.uk

YOU CAN

TRUST

ADVICE
YOU CAN

TRUST

Thursday December 2nd to
Wednesday January 5th

Pages 26-27

Pupils are
praised

Page 31

Opening of
garden project

t: 01851 704949 • Health & Safety
SKIP HIRE

Open/closed skips

Tel: 01851 702335

Rigs Road Stornoway Isle of Lewis HS1 2RF
Tel: 01851 705919 Fax: 01851 704743
Email: a.clinton@btconnect.com

LAMINATED PINE,
LARGE STOCK,
VARIOUS SIZES

Thursday October 7th to
Wednesday November 3rd

Call for more info

18 Bells Road,
Stornoway, HS1 2RA

www.opuscarpentry.co.uk
Email: kitchens.opuscarpentry@gmail.com

Tel: 07774 149 563

TRUST

gap bridged

Page 8

The essence
of Harris

Page 17

Faclan 2021:
Islands.

Hormann
Garage
Doors

SKIP HIRE

www.harristweedhebrides.com
t: 01851 700 046
e: retail@harristweedhebrides.com

th

7 James Street, Stornoway HS1 2QN

The Credit Union
for the Highlands
& Islands

2a Rigs Road, Stornoway, HS1 2RF
Tel: 01851 705155
Email: info@angusmaciver.co.uk

C

Real Deals 2021

Pick up you offer brochure in store

www.hic-stornoway.com

OPENING HOURS
Mon - Fri 8am-5.30pm Saturday 9am-5pm

Tel: 01851 702335

CHRISTMAS SAVINGS CLUB OPEN!
CALL:07922 061 813 / 01851 705881
EMAIL: STORE67ENQUIRIES@GMAIL.COM

@store67_sy

Kitchen
Design, supply
& Installation

Tel: 07774 149 563

MONTHLY

STORE 67

BEACH- ECO LIVING
VISIT US: MONDAY
TO SATURDAy, 10am-5pm

67 KENNETH ST | STORNOWAY, HS1 2DS

@store67_sy
67 KENNETH ST | STORNOWAY, HS1 2DS

VISIT US: MONDAY TO SATURDAy, 10am-5pm

20 Bells Road

CHRISTMAS SAVINGS CLUB OPEN!

703646

CALL:07922 061 813 / 01851 705881
EMAIL: STORE67ENQUIRIES@GMAIL.COM

@store67_sy

GET THE MOST OUT OF YOUR GARDEN

FREE

Sunny day for Cnoc Soilleir’s ofﬁcial opening

22Francis
Francis
Street
22
Street, Stornoway
9am to 2pm,Stornoway
Monday to Friday

RMk

22 Francis Street
2 Francis Stre tStornoway • Insurance Services
22 Francis Street
• Insurance Services
2 Francis Stre tStornoway • Insurance StSerorvnicowaesIsyle of Lewis
StornowaIsyle of •LewiInssurance Services
Isle of Lewis HS1 2NB • Risk Management
Isle of Lewis HS1 2NB • Risk Management
HS1 2NB • Risk Management
t: 01851 704949
HS1 2NB • Risk Management
t: 01851 704949 • Health & Safety
By Fred Silver

A

large crowd of community members
and guests from across the islands
gathered for the formal opening of the
Cnoc Soilleir project in Daliburgh on
Thursday September 1.

RRMkMk RMRkMk
t: 01851 704949

Isle of
Lewis
t: 01851
704949

HS1 2NB
www.rmkgroup.co.uk

www.hic-stornoway.com

MORE THAN £½ MILLION RAISED
OVER £3,000
TO BE WON
THIS MONTH
Join , Win & Support

www.westernisleslottery.co.uk

Ticket Line 0300 30 20 444

AUTOPARTS
Island Road, Stornoway HS1 2RD
T: 01851 706939
E: sales@aps-direct.co.uk
W: www.autoparts-stornoway.com
Monday to Friday 8am - 5.30pm
Saturday 9am - 1pm
FIND US ON FACEBOOK & INSTAGRAM

THE WESTERN ISLES
PREMIER PARTS RETAILER

Hebrides’ educational programmes,
22 Francis Street
22 FrancisOuter
andStreet
Ceòlas’ community-led activities and
artistic programme.
•in theInsurance
StornowayServices
Stornoway
And Ceòlas 2022 itself took place
building after it came into operation earlier
year.
Isle of Lewis
Isle ofthisItLewis
was Deputy First Minister John Swinney
MSP who officially opened Cnoc
•SoilleirRisk Management
HS1 2NB
HS1
2NB
together with local tradition bearers

25 North Beach Street, Stornoway, HS1 2QX
www.harristweedhebrides.com
t: 01851 700 046
e: retail@harristweedhebrides.com

FIND US ON FACEBOOK & INSTAGRAM

By Iain Maciver

Angus
Clinton
•
Insurance
Services
WINDOWS LTD

• Risk Management
Rigs Road Stornoway Isle of Lewis HS1 2RF
Tel: 01851 705919 Fax: 01851 704743
Email: a.clinton@btconnect.com

RMk

RMk

THE WESTERN ISLES
PREMIER PARTS RETAILER

MORE THAN £½ MILLION RAISED

£5,500 WILL
BE WON IN
SEPTEMBER

Join , Win & Support

www.westernisleslottery.co.uk

Ticket Line 0300 30 20 444
20 Bells Road

703646

STORE 67
FOR THE FIRESIDE

Angus Clinton

22Francis
Francis
Street
22
Street, Stornoway
9am to 2pm,Stornoway
Monday to Friday

RMk

WINDOWS LTD

RMk

The growing crowd gathered outside
the building during the morning as the sun
blazed down and the midges largely stayed
away in a slight breeze. At 10.30am, local
pipers Allan Henderson, Calum MacMillan
and Joseph Nicholson accompanied
Mr Swinney towards the entrance with
Cnoc Soilleir board member, Seonaidh
MacDonald, who made formal introductions
Continued on page 22

Photograph by Seonaidh Macinnes

John Swinney cuts the ribbon at Cnoc Soilleir

Rigs Road Stornoway Isle of Lewis HS1 2RF
Tel: 01851 705919 Fax: 01851 704743
Email: a.clinton@btconnect.com
Street
Hormann 22 Francis
Stornoway
Garage
Isle of Lewis
HS1 2NB

Margaret Walker and Kirsty MacMillan.

Isle of
Lewis
t: 01851
704949

HS1 2NB
www.rmkgroup.co.uk

t: 01851Brokers
704949

22 Francis Street

www.rmkgroup.co.uk

• Risk Management

• Risk Management
HS1 2NB
• Business

YOU CAN

ADVICE
YOU CAN

TRUST

Mann Judd Gordon
● Chartered Accountants
● Registered Auditors
● Business Advisers

Accounts in a mess?

WE CAN HELP!

If not, please get in touch on

Tel: 01851 702335

Providing advice you
can trust for over 30 years

• Retirement Planning
• Income in Retirement
• Investments
• Life assurance
• Estate & Inheritance Tax Planning

Call Frazer on 01851 871057
or 07786 274720
Email frazer.mackenzie@mandg.com
Web www.mandgwealth.com/
highlandsandislandsfinancialadvice

7 James Street, Stornoway HS1 2QN

The Credit Union
for the Highlands
& Islands

website: www.hi-scot.com
email: info@hi-scot.com
tel: 01851 701865

www.rmkgroup.co.•uHealk th & Safety
www.rmkgroup.co.uk

SKIP HIRE

Open/closed skips
• METAL RECYCLING

2a Rigs Road, Stornoway, HS1 2RF
Tel: 01851 705155
Email: info@angusmaciver.co.uk

ADVICE

ADVICE YOU CAN
YOU CAN

TRUST

OPENING HOURS Mon - Fri 8am-5.30pm Saturday 9am-5pm

YOU CAN

Highlands & Islands
Financial Advice Ltd

• Insurance Services

Isle of Lewis

& Personal
Doors
t: VARIOUS
01851
704949
t: 01851 704949
• Health
& Safety
SIZES
• Excellent ADVICE
Service
www.rmkgroup.co.uk
www.rmkgroup.co.uk
TRUST

YOU CAN

• Health & Safety

•Services
Insurance
• Insurance
Stornoway

LAMINATED PINE,
RMk
LARGE STOCK,

Highlands & Islands
Financial Advice Ltd

Harris Tweed direct from
The Shawbost Mill

Monday to Friday 8am - 5.30pm
Saturday 9am - 1pm

01851Brokers
704949
•Hormann
Health & Safety
C A M P I N ADVICE
G-CYCLING-YOGA•t:
Insurance
YOU CAN
LAMINATED PINE,
www.rmkgroup.co.uk
Garage
B E A CTRUST
H- ECO LIVING
• Business & Personal
LARGE STOCK,
Doors
t: 01851
704949
t: 01851 704949
ADVICE
ADVICE
• Health
& Safety
VARIOUS SIZES
• Excellent TRUST
Service
www.rmkgroup.co.uk
www.rmkgroup.co.uk
TRUST
www.hic-stornoway.com
Meaning the bright hill, the building offers
facilities to meet the needs of both UHI

OPENING HOURS Mon - Fri 8am-5.30pm Saturday 9am-5pm

07742 082130

Island Road, Stornoway HS1 2RD
T: 01851 706939
E: sales@aps-direct.co.uk
W: www.autoparts-stornoway.com

Continued on Page 18

Photograph by Sandie Maciver of SandiePhotos
Thursday September 8th to Wednesday October 5th 2022

Cnoc Soilleir is the new home for the
work of UHI Outer Hebrides and the tuition
festival Ceòlas.

5th ANNIVERSARY

info@thewireguy.co.uk

AUTOPARTS

Coinneach, who previously worked
at Celtic Football Club, is also a sports
development officer with the Union of
European Football Associations, (UEFA,
a job which takes him around the world.

CHRISTM
S MONDAY
S A VTOI SATURDAY,
N G S 10AM-5PM
CLUB OPEN!
VISITAUS:

ISSUE 199

• House / kitchen rewires
• LED install, inspection and test reports
• Fire alarm install for personal and
commercial properties
• Everything else in between

www.harristweedhebrides.com
t: 01851 700 046
e: retail@harristweedhebrides.com

FREE

His first book became the bestselling
Scottish cookbook of 2021.

67 KENNET
HM S
| -S
TCOL IRNN
WGA
CA
P ITN G
CY
G -O
YO
A -Y , H S 1 2 D S

CALL:07
9 2 2LOCAL
0 6 1OUTDOORS
8 1 3 / 0 1STORE
851 705881
YOUR
EMAIL: STORE67ENQUIRIES@GMAIL.COM

website: www.hi-scot.com
email: info@hi-scot.com
tel: 01851 701865

Tel: 01851 702335

Those who attended not only got their
copies of My Scottish Island Kitchen
signed but some also got the chance
to sample his name-checked produce
which are now being distributed
around the UK in a deal with island
company, Stag Bakeries.

STORE 67

Email: kitchens.opuscarpentry@gmail.com

Stuck on your Tax
Return? Call us!

oinneach MacLeod, now known
universally as the Hebridean
Baker, had the local launch of his
second cookbook in Stornoway on
Thursday September 29.

Mann Judd Gordon
Stuck on your Tax
Return? Call us!

www.opuscarpentry.co.uk

The Credit Union
for the Highlands
& Islands

● Chartered Accountants
● Registered Auditors
● Business Advisers

Signing
time for
Hebridean
baker

VISIT US: MONDAY TO SATURDAy, 10am-5pm

18 Bells Road,
Stornoway, HS1 2RA

October Draw - £1,000
John Lewis Vouchers

3 Cash Prizes every week

7 James Street, Stornoway HS1 2QN

Mann Judd Gordon

• METAL RECYCLING

Thursday October 6th to Wednesday November 2nd 2022

website: www.hi-scot.com
email: info@hi-scot.com
tel: 01851 701865

CHRISTM
S MONDAY
S A VTOI SATURDAY,
N G S 10AM-5PM
CLUB OPEN!
VISITAUS:

CAMPING-CYCLING-YOGABEACH- ECO LIVING

LAMINATED PINE,
LARGE STOCK,
VARIOUS SIZES

Kitchen
Design, supply
& Installation

EDIT

Ticket Line 0300 30 20 444

C A L L : 0YOUR
7 9 2 2ADVENTURES
0 6 1 8 1 3 START
/ 0 1 HERE!
851 705881
www.harristweedhebrides.com
EMAIL: STORE67ENQUIRIES@GMAIL.COM
t: 01851 700 046
e: retail@harristweedhebrides.com
@store67_sy
67 KENNETH ST | STORNOWAY, HS1 2DS

TRUST

WINDOWS LTD

Harris Tweed direct from
Open/closed skips
The Shawbost Mill

www.hic-stornoway.com

TRUST

See more on page 18

Rigs Road Stornoway Isle of Lewis HS1 2RF
Tel: 01851 705919 Fax: 01851 704743
Email: a.clinton@btconnect.com

25 North Beach Street, Stornoway, HS1 2QX

CHECK SOCIAL MEDIA
OPENING HOURS
FOR ANY UPDATES
Mon - Fri 8am-5.30pm
ON OFFERS
Saturday 9am-5pm

www.westernisleslottery.co.uk

25 North Beach Street, Stornoway, HS1 2QX

200ION

MERRY CHRISTMAS

TRUST

LARGE STOCK,
VARIOUS SIZES

25 North Beach Street, Stornoway, HS1 2QX

20 Bells Road

703646

ADVICE

Harris Tweed direct from
The Shawbost Mill

Win £1,500 PLUS
£1,000 Decathlon Voucher
PLUS £750+ Every Week

KENNET
HM S
| -S
TCOL IRNN
WGA
2D
S
Chartered
Accountants
CA
P ITN G
CY
G -O
YO
A -Y , H S 1 ●
Harris Tweed direct6 7from
Registered Auditors
BEACH- ECO LIVING
VISIT US: MONDAY
TO SATURDAy, 10am-5pm●● Business
Advisers
The Shawbost Mill
67 KENNETH ST | STORNOWAY, HS1 2DS

• METAL RECYCLING
2a Rigs Road, Stornoway, HS1 2RF
Tel: 01851 705155
Email: info@angusmaciver.co.uk

THE WESTERN ISLES
PREMIER PARTS RETAILER

YOU CAN
YOU CAN
Autumn Explorers

k
roup.co.uClinton
www.rmkgAngus

Page 20-21

20 Bells Road

Open/closed skips

FIND US ON FACEBOOK

Page 4

703646

SKIP HIRE

Monday to Friday 8am - 5.30pm
Saturday 9am - 5pm

MONTHLY

www.westernisleslottery.co.uk

Christmas
Special
Pages
8 to 25

STORE 67

Island Road, Stornoway HS1 2RD
T: 01851 706939
E: sales@aps-direct.co.uk
W: www.autoparts-stornoway.com

Bernera

TRUST

Phone loans
now available

AUTOPARTS

YOU CAN

7 James Street, Stornoway HS1 2QN

website: www.hi-scot.com
email: info@hi-scot.com
tel: 01851 701865

Highlands & Islands Financial Advice Limited

Mob: 07786 27 47 20
Web: www.pru.co.uk/adviser/
highlandsandislandsfinancialadvice/

MONTHLY

t: 0185101704949851 70•49Heal49th &•SafHeealtyth & SaADVIfetCyE
www.rmtkgr: oup.co.uk

YOU CAN

My name is Frazer Mackenzie.
If you don’t already have an
adviser, I can help.

Member of The Advice Partnership from Prudential

2021

Page 2

Church Street

YOU CAN

ADVICE

Bookshop
at 70

Tel: 700418 / 701118

ADVICE

TRUST

188

FIND US ON FACEBOOK

C A M P I N G - C Y C L I N G - Y O GLAMINATED
APINE,
BEACH- ECO LIVING

WINDOWS LTD

ISSUE

THE WESTERN ISLES
PREMIER PARTS RETAILER

www.rmkgroup.co.ukroup.co.uk STORE 67TRUST
www.rmkgAngus Clinton
Rigs Road Stornoway Isle of Lewis HS1 2RF
Tel: 01851 705919 Fax: 01851 704743
Email: a.clinton@btconnect.com

RMRkMk

YOU CAN

TRUST

Never so bad,
says Alastair

Monday to Thursday 5pm to 9.30pm
Friday & Saturday 4.30pm to 10pm
CLOSED SUNDAY

• PLASTERBOARD
RECYCLING
• METAL RECYCLING

2a Rigs Road, Stornoway, HS1 2RF Tel: 01851 705155 Email: info@angusmaciver.co.uk

WINDOWS LTD

ADVICE

RESTAURANT NOW OPEN
FOR SIT IN SERVICE
BOOK YOUR TABLE NOW!

FIND US ON FACEBOOK

Angus Clinton

Hormann
Garage
Doors

Join , Win & Support

Pages 44-46

AUTHENTIC
BANGLADESHI CUISINE

Monday to Friday
8am - 5.30pm
Saturday 9am - 5pm

Isle of Lewis

• Risk Management
• Risk Management
HS1 2NB

• Excellent Service

Mann Judd Gordon
ADVICE
YOU CAN

TRUST

● Chartered Accountants
● Registered Auditors
● Business Advisers

BEWARE THE 3 MONTH
DEADLINE FOR VAT SELF BUILD
CLAIMS – DON’T GET CAUGHT
OUT – GET IN TOUCH!

Tel: 01851 702335

Providing advice you
can trust for over 30 years

7 James Street, Stornoway HS1 2QN

• Retirement Planning
• Income in Retirement
• Investments
• Life assurance
• Estate & Inheritance Tax Planning

Call Frazer on 01851 871057
or 07786 274720
Email frazer.mackenzie@mandg.com
Web www.mandgwealth.com/
highlandsandislandsfinancialadvice

• Health & Safety

The Credit Union
for the Highlands
& Islands
website: www.hi-scot.com
email: info@hi-scot.com
tel: 01851 701865

SKIP HIRE

STORE 67
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BEACH- ECO LIVING
O p e n / c l o s e d s k i pVISIT
s US: MONDAY
TO SATURDAy, 10am-5pm

• METAL RECYCLING

67 KENNETH ST | STORNOWAY, HS1 2DS

CHRISTM
S MONDAY
S A VTOI SATURDAY,
N G S 10AM-5PM
CLUB OPEN!
VISITAUS:
CALL:07
9 2 2LOCAL
0 6 1OUTDOORS
8 1 3 / 0 1STORE
851 705881
YOUR
STORE67ENQUIRIES@GMAIL.COM

2a Rigs Road, Stornoway, HS1 2RF
EMAIL:
Tel: 01851 705155
Email: info@angusmaciver.co.uk

@store67_sy

67 KENNETH ST | STORNOWAY, HS1 2DS

VISIT US: MONDAY TO SATURDAy, 10am-5pm
CHRISTMAS SAVINGS CLUB OPEN!
CALL:07922 061 813 / 01851 705881
EMAIL: STORE67ENQUIRIES@GMAIL.COM

@store67_sy

ADVICE

By Melissa Silver (daughter to the editor)

Looking for
help with your
retirement
planning?

RMk• Business & Personal

RMk

A look at 200
editions of EVENTS

– Joinery – Construction –

22 Francis Street

2 Fra22ncFrisaStnciStosrrneStowayretet e •t Insurance Services
2 FrIsalenofciLewis Stsr • Insurance Servicesrvices
StornHS1owa2NBy • yRisk •Management
e Se
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www.rmkgroup.co.ukof Lewis
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HS1 2NB • Ri2NBsk Management
nagement
HS1 • Risk Ma

Monday to Friday 8am - 5.30pm
Saturday 9am - 5pm

Page 36

Survival of
crofting

BANGLA SPICE

Jordane makes her final checks on jewellery display before the formal opening of her shop on Saturday July 31

www.rmkgroup.co.uk

Kitchen Design,
supply & Installation

Insurance
Brokers
• Insurance
Services
••Insurance
Stornoway Services

t: 01851
704949
t: 01851 704949
• Health &ADVICE
Safety
• Health
& Safety

Island Road, Stornoway HS1 2RD
T: 01851 706939
E: sales@aps-direct.co.uk
W: www.autoparts-stornoway.com

Nollaig
TRUST Chridheil
agus
Bliadhna
Mhath Ùr
YOU CAN

Third Sector
Hebrides

TH

#1 for savings
and loans in the
Outer Hebrides

website: www.hi-scot.com
email: info@hi-scot.com
tel: 01851 701865

AUTOPARTS

ADVICE

Pages 24-25

DON’T MISS OUR SPECIAL

4 BIRTHDAY £1,500
PRIZE DRAW THIS AUGUST

AUTOPARTS

22 Francis Street

Office opening
hours
Stornoway
are nowIsle
9amoftoLewis
2pm,
Monday to HS1
Friday.
2NB

www.rmkgroup.co.uk
www.rmkgroup.co.uk

F
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TRUST

7 James Street, Stornoway HS1 2QN

Mob: 07786 27 47 20
Web: www.pru.co.uk/adviser/
highlandsandislandsfinancialadvice/

MONTHLY

www.rmkgroup.co.uk

www.westernisleslottery.co.uk

Member of The Advice Partnership from Prudential

190

ISSUE

TRUST

Join , Win & Support

Ticket Line 0300 30 20 444

Highlands & Islands Financial Advice Limited

2021

New homes
for Christmas

YOU CAN

My name is Frazer Mackenzie.
If you don’t already have an
adviser, I can help.

Stornoway • Insuranc
t: 01851Isl704949
& Safety
e of Lewis • Health
Isle of Lewis
t: 01851HS1704949
Health & Safnageetyment ADVIYOUCANCE
2NB • Ri2NBsk•Management
HS1 • Risk Ma
www.rm704949
kgroup.co.uk
t: 01851
ADVICE TRUSTADVICE
t: 01851 70•49Heal49th &•SafHeealtyth & SaYOUfeCANty YOUCAN
• Risk Management

ADVICE

Emergency 24 hour call-out

Looking for
help with your
retirement
planning?

YOU CAN

•&
Risk
Management
••Risk
Management
HS1 2NB
Business
Personal

PLUMBING

More on Page 5

Kitchen
Design, supply
& Installation

www.opuscarpentry.co.uk

22 Francis Street

Office opening
hours
Stornoway
are nowIsle
9amoftoLewis
2pm,
Monday to HS1
Friday.
2NB

• House / kitchen rewires
• LED install, inspection and test reports
• fire alarm install for personal and
commercial properties
• and everything else in between

in Lewis and Harris

For one month,
it’s £51.25 (+VAT)
Longer runs from
£41 (+VAT) a month

TRUST

Email: info@norserv.co.uk
Tel: 01859 421031

• Installations • Oil Boiler Servicing & Repair
• Toilet repairs • Burst Pipes • Blockages

Stuck on your Tax Return? Call us!

07742 082130

info@thewireguy.co.uk

EVENTS

• Excellent
Health & Safety
Service

186
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Promote your
business HERE!

& Personal
• Business
Risk Management

ISSUE

2021

MONTHLY MAGAZINE

Island Road, Stornoway HS1 2RD

Tel: 01851
01851 700299
700299
Tel:

FIND US ON FACEBOOK

RMk

T: 01851 706939 E: sales@aps-direct.co.uk W: www.autoparts-stornoway.com

24 Southwww.harristweedhebrides.com
Beach Street, Stornoway, Isle of Lewis
t: 01851 700 046
e: shop@harristweedhebrides.com

• Insurance
•
Insurance Brokers
Services

t: 01851 704949

Tel: 01851
01851 700299
700299
Tel:

The Shawbost Mill

THE WESTERN ISLES PREMIER PARTS RETAILER

www.rmkgroup.co.uk

24 Southwww.harristweedhebrides.com
Beach Street, Stornoway, Isle of Lewis
t: 01851 700 046
e: retail@harristweedhebrides.com

Tues-Thursday 12pm-2.30pm 4.30-10.30pm
Tues-Thursday
12pm-2.30pm
Friday-Saturday:
12pm-3pm 4.30-10.30pm
4pm till late
Friday-Saturday:
12pm-3pm
late
Sunday:
12pm till late
(open all4pm
day till
Sunday)
Sunday: 12pm till late (open all day Sunday)
25
BeachStreet,
Street,Stornoway,
Stornoway,
2QX
24 North
South Beach
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Email: kitchens.opuscarpentry@gmail.com

ADVICE

YOU CAN

2a Rigs Road, Stornoway, HS1 2RF Tel: 01851 705155 Email: info@angusmaciver.co.uk

www.opuscarpentry.co.uk

• Excellent
Health & Safety
Service

WITH A NEW CHEF

AND A NEW MENU

Monday to Thursday 5pm to 9.30pm
Friday & Saturday 4.30pm to 10pm
CLOSED SUNDAY

Tel: 07774 149 563

& Personal
• Business
Risk Management

ADVICE

NEWLY REFURBISHED

Open between 9am and 12 noon,

18 Bells Road,
Stornoway, HS1 2RA
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•
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Stornoway •• RiskInsuManagement
EVENTS
t: 01851 704949
Jewellery
Isle of Lewis • Health & Safety
www.rmkgroup.co.ukshop opens
HS1 2NB • Risk Management
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KEBABS
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• Installations • Oil Boiler Servicing & Repair
• Toilet repairs • Burst Pipes • Blockages

RMk

703646

Street
Offi22
ce Francis
opening hours
Stornoway
are nowIsle
9amofto Lewis
2pm,
Monday to Friday.
HS1 2NB

3 WEEKLY CASH PRIZES
AND NOW!! MONTHLY £1,000 DRAW

Angus Clinton

– Joinery – Construction –

Email: kitchens.opuscarpentry@gmail.com

TRUST

Ticket Line 0300 30 20 444

Rigs Road Stornoway Isle of Lewis HS1 2RF
Tel: 01851 705919 Fax: 01851 704743
Email: a.clinton@btconnect.com
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supply & Installation
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Stornoway, HS1 2RA
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Join , Win & Support
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Doors

20 Bells Road

ADVICE

www.essenceofharris.com

www.westernisleslottery.co.uk

Take the pain out of payroll…call us!

If you would like to advertise changes with us online,
get in touch by phone on 07867 861090 or email at info@
welovestornoway.com

– Joinery – Construction –

For Hand Sanitiser
enquiries please email
info@essenceofharris.com

FOR GAS COLLECTIONS ONLY

Tel: 01851 700299

Kitchen Design,
supply & Installation

170

www.rmkgroup.co.uk
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24 South Beach Street, Stornoway, Isle of Lewis

Angus Clinton

ISSUE

2020

in Lewis and Harris

Staff from the NHS in Stornoway went on camera to drum home key messages on staying
safe during the Coronavirus pandemic. Above, staff from Stornoway’s Group Practice at
Springfield Road health centre, with important messages we all need to remember.
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www.harristweedhebrides.com
t: 01851 700 046 Open 10am - 5.30pm
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18 Bells Road,
Stornoway, HS1 2RA
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Tel: 07774 149 563

Come and see our exciting
new range of Harris Tweed cloth
direct from the Shawbost Mill



 Risk

•
Management

www.rmkgroup.co.uk

"In light of Government advice around a changing situation
with the COVID-19 outbreak our priority at Harris Tweed
Hebrides is to protect our workforce. We have regrettably
taken the decision to close all access to the Shawbost mill site
and the Harris Tweed Hebrides mill shop located in Stornoway.
Mill production and order fulfilment will continue as normal.
25 North
Beach
Street,
Stornoway,
2QX
Website
and shop
telephone
orders
will continue toHS1
be fulfi
lled.
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“A

re you starting a revolution?!” a
bodach in Ranish asked a 15-year-old
me as I ran down his garden path to hand
him his first ever copy of EVENTS - the word
“revolution” written in bold on the front
cover. “Sure, I guess!” I said - I had no idea
really what was going on, if EVENTS would
last, what a revolution really was. I certainly
didn’t know what EVENTS would become.
Since he was wee, my dad had wanted to
be a journalist, and as the dream grew and
developed into a desire to become an editor,
it swiftly became apparent he wouldn’t truly
be happy ‘til he had his own paper. And so, he
branched out on his own, following his dream,
and taking more risks than many people (and
certainly I) would dare to take.
EVENTS was supposed to be purely as the
name suggests – about events, things that were
happening in Lewis and Harris. There are lots
of events, as you’ll know: myriad shows to
enjoy in An Lanntair; agricultural shows; the
carnival; visits from the fair; coffee mornings
and the many charity events organised across
the islands. There’s always something in the
pipeline.
“We’ll be overwhelmed with people getting in
touch to let us know what they have planned!”
my dad thought, optimistically. He sat my sister
down to (wo)man the phone, and it did not ring.
It turned out EVENTS was a huge deal to us
but, at that point, nobody had heard of it, and
I suppose they didn’t care much to tell my dad
their plans. Fair enough, really. There’s this sense
of utter delusion that anyone organising an event
(or in this case, a publication) can experience –
your whole world is revolving around this plan,
so surely everyone within a 100-mile radius
must know about it. But word of events (or
newspapers) doesn’t travel quite like it does with
a good piece of gossip. But gradually EVENTS

started to help advertise everything from coffee
mornings to sales and shop openings, to concerts
and new business ventures. The aim was always
to look forward, but as time went on it became
apparent that people would enjoy some news
even in a monthly paper, so we started looking
backwards too.
EVENTS has changed subtly over the years,
with design tweaks, printing-related changes,
and content changes. It’s included our beloved
dogs – Bobby and Zany – who have sadly
departed (but not from our hearts, or our
paper) and the company has employed both
my sister and myself at different times. And
although quite a few employees have come and
gone (and several were sadly lost as a result of
the economic impact of the pandemic), many
haven’t strayed too far (metaphorically – writers
Katie and Taylor are now based thousands of
miles away, but they haven’t quite managed to
shake us off!)
You can never really know what people
think, but I’ve always hoped people understood
the ethos behind EVENTS (and its wee on-line
sister, welovestornoway.com). The company
has a passion for getting news out to as many
people as possible, as well as helping businesses
to thrive and events to succeed. It warms my
heart when people stop me to tell me how
much they like EVENTS – and I assure them
that it’s OK if they use it to line their cat’s litter
tray as long as they read it first! – not to be too
cheesy, but it is the readers who matter.
So, thank you for contributing, advertising
and even complaining when we’ve made
mistakes – all these things matter. But most of
all, thank you for picking up EVENTS these past
17 years – and helping to make my dad’s dream
come true.
(Melissa Silver is Finance Director of
Intermedia Services (Stornoway) Ltd, the parent
company of EVENTS )
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CELEBRATE

THE FESTIVE SEASON
with Cala Hotels

Join us for all things festive at Cala Hotels this December, because nothing says
Christmas like catching up with friends & family over a delicious festive meal.
From Christmas lunch and dinner to afternoon tea and our Santa lunch for the
little ones at eleven, there is something for everyone this festive season.

the cabarfeidh hotel
Festive Lunch &
Dinner
Set menus
Thurs - Sat

Festive
Afternoon Teas
Fridays & Saturdays

Christmas Day
Lunch

To request a menu or book a date call us on 702604

Festive Lunch &
Dinner @
The Boatshed
Set menus
Thurs - Sat

Festive specials
in HS1
through
December

Christmas Day
Lunch @
The Boatshed

To request a menu or book a date call us on 702109

@ Caladh Inn
Christmas
Parties from
10 to 150
people

Festive buffet
throughout
December

Christmas Day
Buffet Lunch

Festive outside catering delivered to your venue
Join us for a magical lunch with a visit from Santa Sat 17th December
To request a menu or book a date call us on 702740

EAT DRINK & BE MERRY
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www.hebevents.com

06/10/22 - 02/11/22

06/10/22 - 02/11/22

www.hebevents.com

EVENTS - Page 15

Awards mark
birthday success
T

he Isle of Harris Distillery in Tarbert
has celebrated its seventh birthday in
September at the end of another awardwinning week.

brought the dream of a local whisky distillery to
life, three generations of Hearaich added a small,
dark piece of peat to the growing flames as we set
out to build something with pride and purpose.”

The company marked the milestone just days
after its Isle of Harris Gin hit gold twice in as
many days.

“Today, seven years on, we believe we've
done just that.”

They picked up a gold medal in the Tokyo
Whisky and Spirits Competition from a field of
more than 2,700 entrants.
Then a matter of hours later captured a Double
Gold medal at this year’s New York Wine and
Spirits Competition. The double was the first time
the Harris distillery struck gold in the US. The gin
is now available in 14 states and districts after
launching in Washington, DC during September.
Reflecting on achieving their seventh birthday
on a high, the distillery commented on Saturday
September 24: “Tonight, the Harris Distillery
team are raising a glass to seven years from the
day we officially opened our doors and lit the fire
in our hearth for the first time.
“Back then, surrounded by many of those who

The distillery team thanked the community for
its “endless support and enthusiasm.”
Back in July 2022, there were more awards
– for winning a Scottish Design Award for their
distinctive and innovative Isle of Harris Gin gift
packing range.
They followed up the next night by taking
Gold in the Global Gin Masters 2022 awards.
The Harris gin was up against more than 500
other gins from around the world to win their
sixth Gold in various competitions, including
the London Spirits Competition, the World Gin
Awards, and the International Spirits Challenge.
In a Facebook post, the distillery commented:
“These awards are testament to the skills of our
local distillers and the wider team which help
bring Isle of Harris Gin to the wider world.”

The IOHD story
S

By Mike Donald

ince I first joined the Tarbert team back in
2015, it’s been an honour to tell the Isle of
Harris Distillery story.
Back then, there were only ten local men and
women, each drawn from our local community
and all bravely embarking on a new adventure.

These parliaments are inspired by an old St
Kilda tradition where a community would gather
to discuss the day's events and work which lies
ahead.
At 9.30 am, we all met in the shadow of whisky
barrels and among a fragrant embrace of spirit and
oak, salt-sea air and heather bloom.

For my part, I was a Harris Tweed weaver and
sheep-keeping crofter by day and freelance writer
(and whisky drinker) by night!

We walked among the alleyways of 5000 whisky
casks, a towering testament to the hard work of the
last seven years, trying to take in the scale of the
achievements so far.

Led by managing director Simon Erlanger,
together we set out to build something special,
something sustainable, something that would
thrive here in Harris for generations to come.

Then we turned our attention to the new
warehouses alongside, two symbols of our island’s
ambition and the distillery’s commitment to the
Harris community’s future.

It’s been a rollercoaster ride ever since, with
more twists and turns than the Golden Road that
runs along our eastern shore.

Whisky maturation by the shores of Ardhasaig,
Isle of Harris.

While we always say that life takes time in these
islands, truth be told the pace of the last few years
has often been swifter than a North Harris deer,
and it’s a rare day when we stop and take stock.
But a recent week gave us one of those days
as we gathered together the distillery team, some
from far and wide, and the fickle summer blessed
us with blue skies and sunshine.
On the Tuesday, we held our weekly ‘Parliament’
in the nearby village of Ardhasaig, where our
cask maturation takes place, alongside two new
warehouses reaching completion.

It was hard to imagine such cavernous spaces
will one day be occupied by thousands more
whisky casks of our own making. But, they surely
will, and in no short space of time either.
The next day we had another wee gathering, this
time a fireside cèilidh in typical Harris fashion, and
were joined by our board of directors to complete
the family affair.
To the sublime sounds and songs of Sian, we
enjoyed a few fine hours in great company and,
of course, Isle of Harris Gin as the cocktails and
conversation flowed.
The wonderful Sian singers stocking up on Isle

The Tarbert team gather in the morning sunshine

of Harris Gin!
Simon Erlanger, our MD tells us: “My lasting
memory of the evening will be the buzz from all
the young people who now make up the distillery
family. All talented and eager, with fresh ideas and
ambition for our project and our island.
“This is why we started the distillery. To provide
future generations with opportunities to thrive in
this beautiful place. It’s a wonderful, positive thing
in these difficult times.”

Japan success
for gin
I

n September, Isle of Harris Distillery were pleased and
proud to announce another Gold medal for the Isle of
Harris Gin collection.
They had convinced the judges of the Tokyo Whisky and
Spirits Competition who were tasked with tasting over more
than 2,700 entrants.
To celebrate, our man in Japan, Peter Kwasniewski, took
our bottle on a wee tour of the city, from Sensoji temple to
the Shibuya crossing.

And with that, we raise a glass to everything
the future holds, and to you for being such an
important part of the journey with us.
There have been so many great tales from Tarbert
shared so far, but as a writer, it’s clear that the Isle
of Harris Distillery story is only just beginning…
(This was originally published as a blog by
Mike Donald, Chief Storyteller
Storytelling Department at Isle of Harris
Distillers Ltd, on September 2, 2022)

Page 16 - EVENTS

www.hebevents.com

06/10/22 - 02/11/22

06/10/22 - 02/11/22

Callanish 10 year anniversary cake

Alasdair Allan MSP visits the Callanish site
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Callanish overhead shot of site

HIE visit August 2022 - Left to Right: Annie Macleod (BASF), Kathleen
Stewart (HIE), James Cameron (HIE), Joanna Peteranna (HIE), Stuart
Black (HIE Chief Executive), Thomas Birk, Vice President BASF UK &
Ireland and Angus Morrison (BASF)

Callanish lab

Celebrating 10 years as BASF
I

t’s a time for celebration as BASF Pharma (Callanish) Ltd
employees mark their tenth anniversary. The team took time
out to enjoy a slice of cake and a moment to reminisce.
Set in the beautiful landscape of Breasclete, the site’s most recent
incarnation goes back to 2006, with start-up company Equateq and
just eight employees.
In 2012, global chemical company BASF acquired the site and
started a programme of investment and growth. Today the production
and research facility employs around 80 people and the company is
a global leader in manufacturing highly-concentrated omega-3 fatty
acids, for pharmaceutical, clinical nutrition and general nutritional
applications.
PART OF THE BASF FAMILY
BASF is the world’s largest chemical company with around
111,000 employees across the globe. Headquartered in
Ludwigshafen, Germany and founded in 1865, it operates six largescale manufacturing plants (known as ‘Verbund’ sites) and 232
other production sites in 90 countries. The product portfolio is vast,

ranging from chemicals and materials to industrial solutions, surface
technologies, nutrition & care products, and agricultural solutions.
Callanish Site Manager Angus Morrison explains more: “BASF
(Pharma) Callanish Ltd is part of the Pharma Ingredients & Services
unit of BASF’s Nutrition & Health division. We have developed
state-of-the-art, patented processes to produce highly concentrated
omega-3 fish oils. Our products are used, amongst other things, in
the treatment of cardiovascular disease. We have a highly-skilled,
and innovative workforce and as market demand has grown, we
have welcomed recent investment.”
The company’s growth has been supported over several years
by the Highlands and Islands Enterprise and the site has seen the
addition of expanded warehousing and infrastructure.
Angus and the Callanish team are also passionate about making a
positive difference to the island community, as an employer and as
a neighbour. “Our team works hard to support science in the local
community. It’s vital to us to inspire the next generation to fall in love
with chemistry. We’ve certainly seen some changes here over the

Callanish 10 year celebration

past ten years but that commitment to the community is as strong as
ever. I’m really proud to have a world class pharmaceutical facility
here on the Isle of Lewis.”
TRANSITIONING TO NET ZERO CO2 EMISSIONS
Sustainability is very much a focus at the Callanish site and they
have a particular interest in renewable energy. The high-tech, lowcarbon facility will be contributing to BASF Group’s sustainability
goals. Angus continues, “BASF has committed to reducing its
absolute CO2 emissions by 25% by 2030 compared to 2018. At
Callanish, we have ambitious aspirations to further reduce our own
carbon footprint as we look to transition to net zero CO2 emissions.”
You can find out more about BASF’s Omega 3 production here:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=jomhRHMjLO8
You can find out more about BASF’s #ChangeForClimate here:
www.basf.com/global/en/who-we-are/change-for-climate.html
You can read more about BASF Pharma (Callanish) Ltd here:
www.basf.com/gb/en/who-we-are/BASF-in-the-United-Kingdom/
BASF-Pharma--Callanish--Limited.html
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Signing time for
Hebridean baker
Continued from Page 1
“I was commercial manager at Celtic, and absolutely loved
working in the east end of Glasgow,” he says. “I enjoyed my
time at the club.”
Now he is working in developing countries, and once
his book tour is over, he is heading out to Kazakhstan and
Indonesia.
Although, he has an MA in Old Icelandic Studies from
Glasgow University, a field of study which he doesn't quite
remember why it was his choice. He says it made sense at the
time in his head because Lewis is closer to the south coast of
Iceland than the south coast of England.
Coinneach has had a passion for home-baking all his life,
taught by his mother and aunties, particularly traditional island
recipes, pancakes, and scones. However, it was not until the
first pandemic lockdown in 2020 that he started making videos
and posting them online.
He says the idea came from being in his aunt Bellag's house
and there was a duff - the island name for clootie dumpling bubbling on the stove.
Before long, 21 million people had watched the videos.
"I know there are not 21 million people on Lewis, so these
wee stories have gone around the world.”
He says he is inspired by old cookbooks, like Scots Kitchen
by F Marian McNeill, and other, more obscure ones like The
Practice of Cookery, by Mrs Dalgairns, from 1829.
Now his most favoured recipes include Stornoway Scotch
Eggs to Caledonian Cream, Posh Mince and Tatties and
Shortbread Dips.
Recently on holiday in New York, he was on Fifth Avenue
when a fan on the street congratulated him.
“It still shocks me when someone recognises me on Byres
Road, or in the Co-op in Stornoway. So to have it happen in
New York is something else."

06/10/22 - 02/11/22

Stag’s link with Coinneach revealed
A

By Annie Delin

product launch on Monday 5
September brought together the
oldest bakery in Stornoway with the
Isle of Lewis’s newest baking star, to
create a new range of biscuits with a
distinctly Hebridean flavour.
Stag Bakeries, founded in 1885, chose
London’s Speciality and Fine Food Fair
to launch their new Hebridean Baker
range, marrying great tradition with the
star appeal of TikTok-famed Coinneach
Macleod of Cromore.
Hebridean Baker shortbread and oaties
in six different flavours come packaged
with a quirky image of Coinneach and his
trusty sidekick Seoras, the West Highland
terrier.
Stag announced the launch on their
social media, saying that the range was ‘a
collaboration brought together out of our
shared love for the Hebrides.’
Their spokesperson said: “Together we
have created a special range of shortbread
and oaties using carefully crafted recipes
inspired by the Hebridean way of life.”
Coinneach himself said: “So excited
to let you know that in partnership with
Stag Bakeries, I am releasing a range of
Hebridean Baker shortbread and oatie
biscuits!
“With the flavours of whisky,
marmalade, heather honey, chocolate,
lemon and ginger and mixed berry, they
are a real treat.
“At the moment you can buy them at
Stag Bakeries in Stornoway and online
https://stagbakeries.co.uk/collections/
hebridean-baker and soon in shops across
the country.”

Coinneach at Stag’s stand at the food fair in London

Bread, savouries, confectionery, biscuits and more!
Made on Cannery Road by our team of skilled craft bakers
www.stagbakeries.co.uk
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STARTING
CONVERSATIONS
ACROSS
THE HIGHLANDS
Friday, September 30 to

A marmalade shortbread pack at home in Lewis

(Stag Bakeries/Coinneach Macleod).
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Community estate aids work on goose control
T

By Taylor Edgar

ownships that haven’t yet applied for Stòras Uibhist goose
management grants are urged to contact the communityowned estate to discuss their plans for 2023.
With Greylag geese being a perennial problem, Stòras has made
£500 available to each township to carry out goose management work.
Comment Stòras in their latest newsletter: “We are the most active
estate in the Outer Hebrides for goose control, committing more
funds to the problem than any other estate or Nature Scot.”
The estate keepers have shot hundreds of birds. And the estate is
working closely with NatureScot to support their efforts to lobby the
government to increase funding for control.
All the geese shot by Stòras staff are butchered and sold for meat.
Hebridean Charcuterie, based on Lewis, buys the bulk of the birds.
Meanwhile, Stòras Uibhist is also keeping a close eye on deer
numbers and has culled a large number of ‘problem deer’ in the
vicinity of Iochdar and Milton.
In August, Stòras Uibhist commissioned a helicopter count of the
deer population, overseen by NatureScot. The aerial count tallied 316
stags and 684 hinds, the majority of which were located in the more
remote eastern areas of the estate.
The Stòras newsletter notes: “We will be culling a large number of
hinds throughout the winter as well as continuing our ongoing policy
of dealing with problem stags in the low ground.”
All the meat is butchered and sold at Lovat’s Supermarket, Oifis
Stòras, or from Neighbourfood @ Tagsa (www.neighbourfood.co.uk/
tagsa).

Pears
By John Dory

Pear, apple and cider muffins
INGREDIENTS
• 2 pears, Conference will do.
• 80g full fat yogurt.
• 80ml vegetable oil.
• 200g golden caster sugar.
• 125g stewed apples.

O

nce upon a time, when the world atlas
was peppered with red splodges in the
days of the British Empire, pomegranates
were synonymous with the country then
known as Persia which is modern Iran
today. The column this month is not
about pomegranates, despite the opening
sentence, but about pears. China is the
biggest producer of pears in the world
although most of our pears come from
Italy and Spain. Pears have been grown in
southern Britain for centuries but most of
our pears are now imported.
Recently, I was most surprised to be given
a bag of pears, not from an exotic foreign
country, but from a place much nearer home
which is generally not known for its exotic
fruit production although over the years many
exotic characters have come from this area. The
pears were from the district of Back and were a
present from Captain Greenfingers, a retired sea
captain who spends most of the growing season
producing an amazing range of quality fruit and
vegetables.
It is thought that pears originated in the
Caucasus region from where they spread to
Europe and Asia and were first cultivated over
4,000 years ago. Both the ancient Greeks and
Romans valued the fruit for its flavour, medicinal
properties and for its alleged aphrodisiac powers.
In fact, the fruit was consecrated to Aphrodite
and Venus, the goddesses of love so there
might have been something in the aphrodisiac
properties of the humble pear.
It was thought that pears were first cultivated in
Britain during the time of the Roman occupation.
By the 13th century many varieties of pears were
imported from France but were mainly used in
cooking along with sugar and sweet wine to
counteract their bitterness. The Warden Black
Pear was one of the first varieties recorded
growing in the grounds of Warden Abbey and is

• 2 eggs.
• 100ml dry cider or Perry, if you can get
it.
• 325g plain flour.
• One and a half teaspoons baking
powder.
• 1 tsp ground ginger
• 1 tsp cinnamon.
• 2 tablespoons of runny honey ( optional)
• 12 hole muffin tin lined with muffin
cases.

even mentioned in Shakespeare’s “The Winter’s
Tale.” By the 19th century, the Royal Horticultural
Society was actively encouraging pear growing
and by 1826 over 600 different varieties were
being grown. By the late 19th century there was
a breakthrough in pear production when the
Doyenne du Comice appeared and the Comice,
as it became, is still highly regarded and grown
today. In 1894 the Conference pear variety
appeared and it is estimated that 90% of the
British commercial pear production today is the
Conference variety.
Naturally nutritious, crunchy and delicious,
British pears are one of the nation’s best loved
fruit. There’s a pear for every occasion and they
are used in many recipes in a variety of ways.
Like apples, pears are a healthy option, backed
up by science. Much scientific research has been
done over the years showcasing the nutritional

benefits and role of pears in helping people to
maintain a balanced diet. Pears are a source of
fibre and are sodium and salt free. The humble
pear is a powerhouse of natural goodness. It is
a little known fact that many orchards contain
pear trees which can produce fruit for up to
300 years, if well looked after. There are around
1,000 varieties of pear, 700 of which have been
developed in the UK over time.
One other product which comes from pears
has a very low profile but has been around
since the days of the Norman Conquest. Perry
is a small-scale, hand-crafted, occasionally
wine-like drink which is only made from proper
Perry pears. As cider increased in popularity
in recent years, the big players in the cider
industry, Bulmers, Gaymers and Magners, were
enticed into launching pear cider brands of their
own but any type of pear juice, from home or
abroad, can be used in the process. In making
genuine Perry, only around 120 named pear
varieties are used and they have evocative
names like Mumblehead, Blackhuffcap and the
most commonly used, Blakeney Red. Many of
these varieties now only survive in relatively

METHOD
Heat the oven to 170C/150C fan/ 3.5 gas.
Quarter and core the pears, finely
chopping one and a half and finely
slicing the last half pear.
Put the yogurt, oil, sugar, stewed apples
and beaten eggs into a large mixing
bowl and whisk until smooth.
Pour in the cider/Perry and whisk again.
Add the flour, baking powder, spices and
chopped pears then fold everything
together till well mixed but be careful
not to over mix the batter.
Divide the mixture evenly among the
muffin cases and top with a pear slice.
Bake for 40-45 minutes till risen and
golden brown and check with a skewer
in the middle to make sure it comes out
clean.
Remove the muffins from the tin and
brush with honey if using.
small orchards. Hard, fibrous and crunchy, these
pears can really only be used for the delectable
drink that they make. Perry pears are packed
with dry, bitter, tannins and rapier-sharp acidity
yet they are sweet at the same time and it’s this
delicate balance that lies behind the drink’s
complexity. Perry seldom tastes of pears but then
again wine seldom tastes of grapes. Compared
to the ruddy, orangey glow of apple cider, perry
is a much paler straw colour, perhaps even
with a greenish tinge. Proper Perry can only
be made in Gloucestershire, Herefordshire and
Worcestershire and has been granted a protected
name status from the EU.
Perry has joined the illustrious company of
Jersey Royal potatoes, Melton Mowbray pies,
Arbroath Smokies and Stornoway black pudding.
Who would ever have thought that there was a
link between pear Perry and Stornoway black
pudding!
Although we associate pears mostly with
sweets and puddings, they can also be used in
savoury recipes such as pear-roasted pork loin
joint.
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Bay of Harris poll backs community buyout
T

here was widespread welcome in
September as another step was taken in the
dramatic Western Isles journey to complete
community control of our lands.
At present, about 75% of the islands’ people
live on community-owned lands.
In the Bays of Harris Community Ballot result –
announced on Wednesday September 21 – there
was a 63% vote in favour of community ownership.
On a 70% turnout – far in excess of that in
most wider elections – there were 63% in favour
and 37% against. This is from a community of
around 700 people in an estate extending from the
southside of Tarbert to the Isle of Berneray on the
other side of the Sound of Harris.
In total, 290 people voted for the buy-out and
170 voted against.
Commenting on the result, a Great Bernera
Community Development Trust spokesperson
said:” I’m delighted to see The Bays of Harris
moving forward with their ambitions to manage
their own community land for the benefit of
everyone there.
“We, in Great Bernera, face similar challenges
to The Bays, and, as we have made no progress
in negotiating with the Counts estate, are working

closely with staff from the Scottish Government
to prepare our own submission using Crofting
community right to buy legislation.”

The Bays of Harris ballot count had been
postponed for a week because of the mourning
period for the late Queen Elizabeth II.

The Bays of Harris Steering Group said they:
“would like to thank everyone who voted in the
recent ballot on whether they are in favour of
community ownership of the Bays of Harris Estate.
We would also like to thank Comhairle nan Eilean
Siar for organising and managing the ballot in such
a professional way.

The Bays of Harris Steering Group was formed
in 2013 by residents of the BoH Estate – which
includes several areas of the Bays district, south
Harris and Berneray, and some other islands - to
investigate the feasibility of community ownership.

“On a turnout of 70% of eligible voters, 63%
voted in favour of community ownership of the
Estate. That provides a decisive mandate to establish
a legally constituted community organisation and
negotiate a community buyout of the Bays of Harris
Estate from the current owners. The ballot result is
therefore an important step forward in achieving
community ownership to secure the future of the
Estate for the benefit of the people living here, both
now and for generations to come.
“Much work remains to be done. However, it
is hugely encouraging that so many within the
community support a buyout of the Estate as we
move to the next stage of making that a reality. We
will continue to keep the community updated on
progress in that regard as it develops.”

Irish trip builds
international links

They felt the moment had come for the scattered
community to have their say on whether their
estate, owned by one family for almost a century,
should join the growing ranks of communityowned estates in the islands.
The estate has been owned by a Surrey family
for around 100 years and they are reported to have
indicated a willingness to sell if a large majority of
the estate population wanted to buy the land for
the community.
There’s been robust support for the community
buyout from the existing community estates, with
Urras Oighreachd Ghabhsainn (Galson Estate
Trust) publishing an open letter on Tuesday 30
August offering their support.
UOG chair Agnes Rennie wrote: “15 years
of community ownership by Urras Oighreachd
Ghabhsainn (Galson Estate Trust) has created
opportunities and delivered change for the better.
“Change comes slowly, but community
ownership is a forever project that will benefit the
generations that come after us as well as those of
us living in these communities today.
“Projects have included energy efficiency,
activities with young people, health and wellbeing
projects, tourism infrastructure and renewable
energy. Importantly the legal rights of individual
crofters and townships is not affected in any way.
“There is space for people to disagree and question,
because community land trusts are democratic
structures where everyone's voice matters.
“It has brought about transformational change

From left: The UCBA group – Calum Iain MacLeod, Ian 'Tosh' Macintosh,
Anne Macarthur, Murdo Morrison, and Dolina MacLeod

F

ollowing on from meeting up with delegates
from Donegal County Council at the recent
Gaelic conference in Stornoway, a group of
representatives from Urras Coimhearsnachd
Bhràdhagair agus Àrnoil (UCBA) has recently
visited the County Kerry area of Ireland.
Supported by Bòrd na Gàidhlig and Foras
na Gàeilge, the group was based in the town of
Dingle and met with a number of local community
development groups and language, business,
tourism and education representatives. The trip
included a visit to The Great Blasket Centre as well
as Dunquin National School and also to Ionad an
Dromada in South-West Kerry.
Well known Lewis musician and singer Ian
‘Tosh’ Macintosh was part of the group and
entertained at various events and visits including
a session with local musicians in Dingle which
included Muireann Nic Amhlaoibh who viewers
of BBC ALBA and TG4 will recognise and who is
a renowned Irish singer and traditional musician.
Murdo Morrison, UCBA Community Officer
said: “It was great to meet up with representatives
from Donegal County Council while they were
in Stornoway, and we will be looking to actively
build on that connection in the coming months.
"We had a fantastic trip to County Kerry and

would like to thank Bòrd na Gàidhlig and Foras na
Gaeilge for their support through the Colmcille fund.
"Special thanks also to Mícheál deMórdha who
is a Committee member of Dunquin Co-Operative
and Anne Marie Nic Gearailt, Senior Executive
with Údarás na Gaeltachta whose assistance and
support in co-ordinating the visit was invaluable.
"It was also great to catch up with Dónal Ó
hAiniféin who is Principal of Gaelscoil Mhíchíl
Cíosóg in Ennis, County Clare and who travelled
to Kerry specially to meet with us.”
Brian Ó hEadhra, Partnership and Funding
Manager with Bòrd na Gàidhlig said “We are
delighted to support this initiative through the
Colmcille funding scheme in partnership with
Foras na Gaeilge. The partnership is a great
example of the links that exist between Scotland
and Ireland and we look forward to hearing more
about the UCBA trip and their future plans.
Mícheál de Mórdha said “We were delighted
to welcome our friends from the Isle of Lewis to
County Kerry. It is always great to create links such
as these and to be working together for the benefit
of our communities, our language and culture.
And it is with great pleasure that we look forward
to visiting the UCBA area in 2023 to promote the
culture, music and arts of County Kerry.”

in the community I know best, and I have seen the
benefits that community ownership has delivered
in other communities across Scotland.”
Ailsa Raeburn, chair of Community Land
Scotland, said: “As the examples of North and
West Harris, and of Galson, Pairc, Carloway and
elsewhere in the islands show, owning the land
where they live, has helped these communities
unlock significant development opportunities and
take a leading role in shaping their own futures.”
Community Land Outer Hebrides, the overarching community land grouping in the Western
Isles, said of the ballot result: “Great news,
congratulations to all involved in the journey to
this milestone.”
Speaking on the BBC after the result, local
photographer and buyout campaigner John Maher
said the community had been inspired by other
communities in the Western Isles having achieved
their community buyouts and the need for projects
that benefit the community, addressing issues like
the lack of affordable housing.
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Kakatsitsi Drumming Workshops
The Kakatsitsi drummers came to visit our school on Monday 12th
September. The Kakatsitsi drummers are a group of traditional
drummers, dancers and singers from the Ga tribe of Southern Ghana.
They performed to the whole school and nursery and some of the
classes took part in music and dance workshops. The pupils and staff
thoroughly enjoyed they day!

The Nursery children have been busy planting flowers in the Castle
Grounds, with help from the Ground Workers. They harvested
a crop of potatoes that they planted earlier in the year and made
potato soup.

Dandelion
Project
Last session, some of our
Primary 6 and Primary 7
pupils were involved in
the Dandelion Project.
This involved planting
potatoes both in school
and at home. During
the month of September,
the pupils lifted the
potatoes and delivered
them to the local care
homes to cook for their
residents. On Friday 9th
September, as part of our
harvest celebration, GM7
pupils worked alongside
Donald Mackee, chef
from The Failte Centre,
to make leek and potato
soup using our own
potatoes. The pupils
also helped to make a
special celebratory cake.
The pupils thoroughly
enjoyed making the leek
and potato soup and our
guests thought it tasted
delicious.

06/10/22 - 02/11/22
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News
Stornoway Shouts

Connel Ferguson

Stornoway RNLI responded to two shouts which proved false alarms
with good intent last month, first at 1820 hours on Sunday 4th
September to a personal locator beacon mis-activated in the harbour
area, and again on Tuesday 6th September around 0400 hours to
report of a yacht believed to be in difficulty. The Stornoway RNLI
crew also stood by to assist with a dolphin stranded in the inner
harbour on Monday 12th September, however despite local bystanders’ efforts, the animal did not survive.

DI Murray

Derek Morrison

Stornoway RNLI volunteer
crew recognised for rescue
Stornoway RNLI Coxswain and volunteer crew members recently received recognition in
thanks of service for a 10-hour shout to the assistance of trawler Flada Maid, on March 28,
2019.

Sea Angling Bingo Fundraiser

MJ Murray

A fun night out with
family and friends
in support of three
worthy local charities
is the offer from
Stornoway Sea Angling
Club’s
fundraising
Bingo Night on Friday,
October 14th.

Stornoway RNLI Branch Chair John J Maclennan recently presented crew members with
their Commendation Letter from RNLI Director of Lifesaving Operations John Payne which
read:
“On behalf of the RNLI, I would like to express my sincere thanks for your dedication
and service to Stornoway lifeboat station. I would specifically like to acknowledge your
role as crew during a service on 28 March 2019.
“The ALB launched to the Flada Maid, a 20-metre trawler in difficulty with 6 crew on
board. Conditions on scene were challenging with force 9 winds and rough seas of up to 6
metres. In these difficult conditions a tow was carefully established, and the casualty vessel
was safely towed to Lochinver Harbour.

The Sea Angling
Club are hosting their
Bingo Night in support
of Stornoway RNLI,
alongside
Western
Isles Women’s Aid
and Hebridean Men’s
Cancer
Support
Group, with doors
opening at 7pm for a
7.30pm start, and £10
per book.

Ross Hall

“Your ongoing commitment to saving lives at sea is greatly appreciated and resulted in
the safe recovery of the crew and the vessel. With my personal thanks.”
Stornoway RNLI crew recognised by the Commendation Letters were Coxswain DI
Murray, Mechanic MJ Murray, crew members Connel Ferguson, Rodney Jamieson, Derek
Morrison, Norman Matheson, and Ross Hall.
The crew and Stornoway RNLI lifeboat ‘Tom Sanderson’ launched at 1610 on March 28,
2019, to the aid of the Flada Maid which had suffered propulsion issues approximately 20
miles ENE of Stornoway.

Rodney Jamieson

Our
thanks
to
Stornoway Sea Angling
Club for selecting Stornoway RNLI and we hope everyone has a great
night. Go along and try your luck – you maybe shouting Bingo!

Arriving on scene at 1710, a tow line was established and the casualty towed to
Lochinver Harbour, where Lochinver RNLI launched to assist berthing. Stornoway RNLI
returned to berth in Stornoway Harbour and was refuelled and ready for service by 0145
on March 29, 2019.

How to Help

If you would like to fundraise for Stornoway RNLI and wish to contact the Stornoway
RNLI Fundraisers for help or advice, please email Stornoway.rnli.fundraising@gmail.
com.

Norman Matheson

You can keep up to date with the RNLI charity at www.rnli.org – and with the local
lifeboat and volunteer crew on Facebook (www.facebook.com/StornowayRNLI) and
Instagram (www.instagram.com/stornowaylifeboat).

Leverburgh lifeboat ready for service
RNLI tribute to HRH Majesty
Queen Elizabeth II

The Royal National Lifeboat Institution paid tribute to its longest
serving patron on the death of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II.
In a statement on September 8, RNLI Chief Executive Mark Dowie
said: “Her Majesty has dedicated 70 years as patron of the RNLI,
engaging with and recognising the efforts of thousands of our people.
We place on record our sincere thanks for Her Majesty’s unwavering
commitment to saving lives at sea.”
Her Majesty had been patron of the lifesaving charity since
ascending to the throne following the death of her father King George
VI in 1952. As the longest-reigning British monarch, Her Majesty The
Queen was also the longest-serving RNLI patron, dedicating 70 years
to saving lives at sea, during which time the charity’s lifeboat crews
and lifeguards saved 65,979 lives.
Her Majesty’s commitment to the lifesaving charity recognised
the efforts of thousands of RNLI volunteers during visits to lifeboat
stations and through the national Honours awards and the four
Jubilee medals issued to RNLI crew in 1977, 2022, 2012, and 2022
to mark the Platinum Jubilee.
In total, Her Majesty named five RNLI lifeboats and on 16 July
1993 proudly named ‘her’ own – the Mersey class all-weather
lifeboat ‘Her Majesty The Queen’, which served for almost 20 years
at Lytham St Annes – and on 24 July 2004, Her Majesty officially
opened the RNLI’s new headquarters in Poole, Dorset, accompanied
by the late HRH The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh and RNLI
President, HRH The Duke of Kent.

L

By Annie Delin

everburgh’s RNLI lifeboat went back
in operation again during September
after a three-year gap without the service.
Leverburgh lifeboat station was first
established in 2012, after a sustained
campaign and fundraising by the local
community. It has not been operational
since late 2019.
But the RNLI said on Thursday 8 September
that a new volunteer crew had completed a
year of intensive training and are now fully
passed out and ready to start active service.
Now that the station is operational, it will
begin a two-year trial period, measuring the
life-saving effectiveness of the service at
Leverburgh.
Crew training to reach this stage has
included a trip to the RNLI’s state-of-the-art
college in Poole and familiarisation exercises
around the Harris coast, while the majority
of the crew are also casualty-care trained,
following an intensive three-day course.
Leverburgh’s new Atlantic 85 inshore
lifeboat, the John and Louisa Fisher, will be
crewed by four qualified helms supported by
a volunteer crew of seven. The crew has skills
of all kinds and includes local fishermen, a
telecoms engineer and a home care worker.
Telecoms engineer Eilidh Macmillan is
one of the station’s four helms. She said: “It’s
been a really hectic year with courses and
training every week. There have been many
long days and late nights, but we are now
delighted to have reached this stage.

“Although we’ve been training for over
a year, the learning is only just beginning.
When the pager goes off will be the real
test. While we hope no one will have cause
to need us, we’re happy to finally be in the
position to answer that call.”
Integral to the running of the station will
be the station’s five deputy launch authorities
(DLAs), all of whom have undergone role
specific training.
And training will continue even while the
station stands ready to answer calls to save
lives at sea. On Monday nights and other
evenings through the week the lights will be on
at the station as crew continue to be supported
by the RNLI through their next phase.
RNLI area lifesaving manager Bruce Rae
saluted the efforts of the Leverburgh team in
their return to operational service. He said:
“Thanks to the dedication of our volunteers
in Leverburgh, we now have a lifeboat back
on service, ready to save lives.
“I hope this is the first of many significant
milestones for hugely enthusiastic team in
Leverburgh as we embark on a two-year
trial, and I would like to thank each and
every one of the team for their hard work
and achievements thus far.”
The station, which has previously been
home to Mersey and Shannon class lifeboats,
now has an Atlantic 85, perfectly designed
for complex coastline and shallow bays like
those around Harris.
It’s also ideally located for operation in the
Sound of Harris and to provide cover both to

the west side of Harris, Berneray and Uist,
and the east coast and Minch area. The area
is busy with marine traffic, both commercial
and leisure vessels, and is also surrounded
by a number of fishing ports.
Catriona Maclennan, lifeboat operations
manager (LOM) at Leverburgh said: “I am
immensely proud of all that everyone has
achieved in the last year. It hasn’t been an
easy journey.
“One of the things that’s facilitated our
progress is the environment in which we have
been working. We have a great complement
of people and their ability to gel and work
together is what has got us to this stage.
“The station door is always open, and the
kettle is always on. We would love to hear
from anyone else who would like to join us,
either in shore based or sea-going roles.
“Living in an area with a low working
population is always going to present challenges,
but we sincerely hope to build on what we
have created here, to ensure the service is as
sustainable as possible going forward.
“We look forward to serving our coastal
communities for the duration of our trial
period and thank the public for their support
while we have been re-building a life-saving
presence for the area.”
If you are interested in joining the station,
whether that be ashore or at sea, contact
leverburgh@rnli.org.uk or speak to any of
the local volunteers. You can also follow
or contact the station via https://www.
facebook.com/LeverburghRNLI
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LEABHAR ÙR LE BÀRD MHEALABOIST
Seo a’ chiad cho-chruinneachadh dà-chànanach de dhàin is òrain
Mhurchaidh MhicPhàrlain, Bàrd Mhealaboist, à Leòdhas.

Riders with their horses on the beach

£3000 payout to riding school
T

he Western Isles Lottery recently awarded
Uist Community Riding School the sum of
£3000 for the much-needed renovation of their
Club Room.

Salmon win at Scotland
Food & Drink Awards
B

akkafrost Scotland (formerly the Scottish
Salmon Company) celebrated another
significant industry win after scooping two top
awards at the Scotland Food & Drink Awards
2022. Native Hebridean Smoked Scottish
Salmon, produced in Stornoway, won the top
prize of the night to be named ‘Product of
the Year’ and also beat off some very strong
competition to be named the ‘Artisan Product of
the Year’.

Native Hebridean Smoked Scottish Salmon is
a globally-unique strain, the result of a unique
broodstock programme spanning more than a
decade. It descends from the wild salmon of North
Uist and is raised exclusively in the Hebrides and
the West Coast of Scotland and it is fully traceable.
The award-winning salmon is described as robust,
lean, and noticeably firm. Acclaimed celebrity chef
Jack Stein hailed it ‘the perfect smoked salmon’.
Smoked by specialist artisans at Bakkafrost Scotland’s
Harris & Lewis Smokehouse, each fillet is cured
with sea salt and demerara sugar. The salmon is then
gently smoked with Scottish whisky cask chippings,

Distilleries in
rush for honours

infusing the ‘sides’ with rich flavour in the unique
pebble lined kilns.
Bakkafrost Scotland’s innovative broodstock
programme has been in development for a number
of years, and takes the Company’s commitment
to Scottish provenance one step further by
guaranteeing Scottish provenance and island
heritage.
Managing Director of Bakkafrost Scotland, Ian
Laister said: “To receive not one but two Scotland
Food & Drink Awards and the top award is
testament to our commitment to quality products,
local provenance, and continued innovation.
These recent wins continue our run of award
successes and is a testament to the terrific work
from everybody involved in the business to ensure
our products reach the highest possible standards
within the industry and for our customers.”
The top award of the night, ‘Product of the
Year’, was accepted on behalf of the business
by Managing Director, Ian Laister and Su Cox,
Communications and New Business Development
Director, pictured centre.

This has allowed them to install heating, lighting,
new flooring and storage as well as decorate and
install furniture to make it a warm inviting space to
be used for a wide range of activities at the riding
school.

T

With the number of additional local donations
they received, they were able to stretch this award
to cover the purchase of a mechanical horse to
allow riders to practice balance and partake in more
indoor activities when the weather is poor.

wo island distilleries are vying for the title of
Scottish Gin Distillery of the Year.

a ceremony at the Glasgow Doubletree by Hilton
Hotel.

The Isle of Barra Distillery in Castlebay and
North Uist Distillery in Nunton Steadings, have
been named category finalists in this year's Scottish
Gin Awards. They now face off against two other
distilleries, Beinn an Tuirc Distillers and Isle of
Raasay Distillery, for the industry honours.

A total of 171 gins, created by 56 Scottish gin
companies, have made it through to the finals after
a blind tasting session by a 30-strong expert judging
panel.

Meanwhile, North Uist Distillery has made it
into the finals of five other award categories: best
berry flavoured gin, best pink gin, best London
dry, excellence in branding, and excellence in
packaging.
The winners of the Scottish Gin Awards 2022
will be announced on Thursday November 10 in

Adam Hardie, chairman of the Scottish Gin
Awards and Head of Food and Drink at Johnston
Carmicheal, said: "The Scottish Gin Awards 2022
is a great opportunity to celebrate the many
accomplishments of our industry over the last 12
months.
"To be named a finalist is a massive achievement,
especially given the challenges of the last two
and a half years and shows the true resilience and
innovation of our industry."

The Riding School was initially established in
1974 and aptly named the Army Saddle Club. It
was intended for use by service personnel and their
families and was later opened up to the public.
In 1998 the community took over the club and
transformed the local, by then empty, swimming
pool into an indoor arena. The original swimming
pool’s flooring tiles are still in situ – the only
indication of the current arena’s previous use.
The current facility, in the East Camp, now consists
of a reception, a storage area for hats and equipment,
a Club Room and a stable block. Between 10-20
regular enthusiasts attend the club every Saturday.
Riding lessons are taught as required from Tuesdays
to Saturdays and the facility is very busy with tourists
booking beach rides throughout the summer months.
Although self-sustaining, the facility requires further

Uist Community Riding School staff Shirley
and Gordon with Monty

upgrading works to be carried out.
Shirley and Gordon, the two full-time staff from
the riding school, explained that this contribution
had allowed them to expand their range of activities
with their Saturday club, offering study space for their
NC students, bringing together staff and volunteers
in person rather than online for meetings and has
allowed new plans for a mum and tots group.
Jemma MacVicar, who helps the Uist Council of
Voluntary Organsations manage the Western Isles
Lottery across the area, said “We are delighted to
have been able to support this fantastic community
cause and look forward to seeing what more they
have planned for the future”.

Island businesses
in tourism awards
T

By Annie Delin

wo island hospitality businesses
have earned a shortlisting in
prestigious Highlands and Islands
Tourism Awards for 2022 it was
announced on Tuesday 6 September.
The award sponsors, Royal Bank of
Scotland business, said that the return
of the awards this year saw a record
number of entries and the judging panel
was delighted with the strong field of
submissions, particularly after such a
challenging two years.
Judging panel chair Calum Ross said:
“We had an incredibly strong field this
year, which is all the more remarkable
given the huge challenges and disruption
to our industry over the past two years.
“It is fantastic to see so much resilience
and work that went into each entry and
so many businesses that took the time to
apply.”
Shortlisted for the best hotel experience
under 20 rooms was the Heathbank Hotel
in Northbay, where manager Marion
MacNeil has already been named as one
of the top 100 women in tourism.
The hotel has six en-suite bedrooms,
including one in a log pod, a bar and

Tha Doras gun Chlàimhean gu làidir a’ daingneachadh cliù Mhurchaidh
MhicPhàrlain mar bhàrd, mar sheanchaidh agus mar fhear-coiteachaidh
na Gàidhlig san fhicheadamh linn.
Is iomadh ulaidh luachmhor a tha a’
feitheamh air gach neach a thèid tro
dhoras phrìseil Bàrd Mhealaboist.
For the first time, a bilingual anthology
of the poems and songs of the Gaelic
poet Murdo MacFarlane from Lewis, the
Melbost Bàrd, is available in one volume.
In addition to his verse, which covers
war, emigration, heritage, language and
philosophy, a selection of MacFarlane’s
other writings, in Gaelic and in English,
is included. A CD featuring MacFarlane
singing a selection of his Gaelic songs
serves as a portal to the unique voice
of the bàrd. The collection cements his standing as a celebrated Gaelic
tradition bearer and language activist of the twentieth century and is a
unique and valuable contribution to Gaelic literature.

£20.00
FACLAN AGUS FACLAN ÒGA
An Lanntair 2nd - 5th November
Douglas Thompson will be making the journey up to
Stornoway to take part in Faclan 2022 this year with
his book 'The Brahan Seer' . The Story of Scotland's
Nostradamus is sure to make for a fantastic event
during the Hebridean Book Festival.

Marie C NicAmhlaigh, the author of Blàr Mòr na
Fighe, will also have events throughout Faclan Òga.
Blàr Mòr na Fighe was recently shortlisted for 'Na
Duaisean Litreachais 2022'.
Tachartas a bhios làn spòrs agus fealla-dhà còmhla
ri Marie C NicAmhlaigh!

restaurant and an outdoor garden.
Traditional music sessions this summer
included the launch of Còisir Ghàidhlig
Bharraigh’s latest album, Ciosmul, in July.
In Lewis an architect-designed new
longhouse has been nominated on
the shortlist for the best self-catering
accommodation experience.
Built by Linda and Paul Brown on
Linda’s family croft land in Coll, the
Lewis Longhouse was the first home in
the Outer Hebrides to achieve a double-A
environmental rating.

Tiotal Ừr | New Title
Acair are thrilled to have released the latest
co-edition of the Julia Donaldson books. Na
Stocan agus Na Stὺcan is the Gaelic translation of
the Julia Donaldson classic The Smeds and The
Smoos. Leabhar a chòrdas ris a h-uile duine!

Lewis Longhouse

It offers five-star accommodation for up
to four guests and is described by previous
guests as ‘lovely,’ ‘perfect’ and ‘Utopia.’
The winners in all categories are to be
revealed at an awards night on Friday,
4 November at the Kingsmills Hotel in
Inverness.

Email us on - info@acairbooks.com

HITA chairman Laurence Young said:
“After two long years, it’s exciting to be
able to bring the awards back.
“Everyone can now look forward to
a wonderful awards night where we
can celebrate the achievements of our
sector and recognise the dedication,
professionalism and excellence shown
right across the Highlands and Islands.”

ACAIR, An Tosgan
54 Seaforth Road
Stornoway HS1 2SD
post-d: info@acairbooks.com
fòn: 01851 703020

Heathbank

Heathbank breakfast view

Lewis Longhouse view

Call us on - 01851 703020

@acairbooks
Tha Acair aʼ faighinn taic
bho Bhòrd na Gàidhlig
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Remembering Donella Bartlett

“Ma shuidheas mi chan èirich mi
- If I sit, I won’t get back up.”

Barvas Primary, and Màiri Alice and Niall followed soon after.
Through the efforts of Donella and her fellow parents, they and
their generation benefited from the Gaelic education of which
she and her peers had been deprived.

T

his was Donella Bartlett’s most common refrain,
invariably uttered at the end of the day when most
others would be in repose, but she felt there was still some
work to be done. It stands also for her life - spent striving
on behalf of others, whether the family and friends she held
so dear or the wider community she helped in her career
as a civil servant.

With the children starting school, Donella resumed her
civil service career in Stornoway, most notably working for
Highlands and Islands Enterprise and Business Gateway. She
was passionately invested in the economic prosperity of the
islands and many local businesses are indebted to her for the
help and guidance she provided.
A spokesman at Business gateway said Donella joined the
Comhairle’s Business Gateway team when the service was
created in 2009, bringing with her a wealth of valuable and
relevant experience.

Born in Brue as the second youngest of the six Paterson
sisters, or clann-nighean Iain Thòsaidh, Donella’s childhood
was shaped by qualities which would come to define her. Her
father John Paterson had the typical mid-century Lewisman’s
assortment of careers - sailor, weaver, shopkeep - but is perhaps
best remembered on Lewis for his time as a county councillor
and his championing of the Harris tweed industry. Donella’s
mother Mary Paterson née Finlayson (Màiri Choinnich) was
a self-sacrificing, loving matriarch whose influence can be
traced through her daughters and the many grandchildren who
fondly remember her as Granny Brù. It was in memory of her
mother’s brother Dòmhnall Ailean, who fell fighting in France
in December 1914, that Donella was named.
Raised on the croft that had been in the family since the
1860s, Donella’s youth was marked by her love of learning and
academic achievement. Her sisters remember her as always
having her head in a book and this natural intellect would see
her named as Dux of Barvas School. Her children remark that
they’ve never encountered anyone else who had their mother’s
focused ability to finish any novel in one sitting - the only thing
that could stop her doing so was her inability, as a Hebridean
woman of a certain vintage, to in good conscience accept such
unbridled leisure.
Completing her school studies in The Nicolson Institute,
Donella, to her parents’ great pride, became the first of her
family to enrol at university when she went to Glasgow to
study political economy. She would eventually decide this
career path wasn’t for her and chose to leave her degree and
ultimately pursue a career in the civil service. In doing so she
demonstrated the resilience and independence of will which
would distinguish her.
Suffering the tragedy of being widowed in her 20s, Donella
moved to London. There she developed a lifelong love of the
city and continued to build her career in the civil service -

“During her time with Business Gateway, Donella worked
closely with a range of businesses in different economic sectors
across the Outer Hebrides. Whether supporting a business to
grow or advising a young entrepreneur starting a new venture,
she always went the extra mile. Her approach and decisionmaking was always well-considered and spot-on.”

becoming a CEO in the Department of Employment. She was also an
active participant in London’s Highland social scene as a member
of the Highland Society of London. It was at the society’s annual
Thames Riverboat Dance in 1982 that she met a young Englishman
of Hebridean descent called Michael Bartlett. Within six weeks they
were engaged, and within 51 they were married.
Michael and Donella built their first home together in Catford,
south London, where they welcomed their first two children Calum
Iain and Màiri Alice before moving to Creetown, Kirkcudbrightshire
where their final child Niall was born. When Donella’s father passed
in 1990, she and Michael returned to Lewis to raise their family in
her childhood home in Brue. In the ensuing 32 years they built a
loving house and raised three children of whom she was always
incredibly proud. Like her parents before her, Donella and Michael
created a home life whose influence was felt beyond the family and
shaped the many friends they and their children prized so highly.
Among her work in the community, Donella was active in
Comann nam Pàrant and contributed to the early development of
Gaelic medium education on Lewis. Her oldest child Calum Iain was
among the first Gaelic medium intake in Donella’s former school,

WorrIed about
your energy bIlls?
We’re here to help with impartial advice.
You could save money on your heating bills and get energy
saving improvements worth around £5,000 through the
Scottish Government’s Warmer Homes Scotland programme.
Call us free on 0808 808 2282 or complete the form at
homeenergyscotland.org/winter today.
Scan here to read more
about available funding
and advice.

He said Donella was with the Business Gateway team for
just over six years and was very much loved and respected by
her colleagues. “She was truly missed upon her retirement in
2015 and our thoughts are very much with the whole family
at this sad time.”
More than anything else Donella was selflessly devoted to
family. Beyond Michael and the children, her five sisters Màiri,
Kennag, Nan, Nora and Chirsty Ann were the lodestars of her
life and she felt their happiness as keenly as her own. This was
a love which they and their families reciprocated in turn – from
ceann a staigh Bhrù to New Zealand, Auntie Donella is a much
loved, much missed figure within the extended Paterson family.
The passing of Nora in 2007 and Kennag in 2016 were losses
she felt greatly.
Faced with her diagnosis of Motor Neurone Disease in
March this year, Donella revealed the same steady stoicism
and grace which characterised her life.
Donella Bartlett was born on January 16, 1950 and passed
away on September 12, 2022. She is survived by her husband
Michael, and her children Calum Iain, Màiri Alice and Niall.
The well-attended funeral was held in Barvas Church of
Scotland at 2pm on Friday 16 September.
(Tribute compiled by Iain Maciver)

Hedgehog
relocation
campaign restarts
R

By Taylor Edgar

SPB Scotland and NatureScot are looking for a Project
Manager to set up a £5 million hedgehog relocation scheme
to remove the invasive species from Benbecula and South Uist.

The successful candidate will put the Uist Native Wildlife Project
in place to live-capture the hedgehogs and relocate them to mainland
Scotland.
Hedgehogs were first introduced to Uist in 1974. Since then,
they have spread to almost every corner of the islands. In 1996 they
were declared a significant predation threat to ground-nesting birds,
including important breeding wader and tern populations. Waders
were particularly hard hit, and numbers dropped dramatically.
After several ad hoc projects over the years, NatureScot and
RSPB Scotland in 2017 resolved to conduct a feasibility study to
remove hedgehogs from Uists using live-capture and long-distance
translocation.
Earlier this year, feasibility studies were published on both and
proposed international practice standard projects for live trapping
and translocation.

Home Energy Scotland is funded by the Scottish Government and managed by Energy Saving Trust.
Energy Saving Trust Limited. Registered in England and Wales No.02622374.

The trapping study recommends concentrating efforts on removing
hedgehogs entirely from Benbecula, and the eradication or long-term
control of hedgehogs on South Uist. The translocation study identifies
Dumfries and Galloway and South Ayrshire as primary release sites
for the island hedgehogs.

06/10/22 - 02/11/22

www.hebevents.com

EVENTS - Page 27

NEW ADULT WORKSHOPS
October 22 – December 22
Various Prices / Various Venues
We are excited to announce the release of our
Autumn/Winter evening classes!

Dolina Maclennan

Dolina Maclennan
to give ‘Ease’ lecture
T

he Angus ‘Ease’ Macleod Memorial Lecture
will this year return to its traditional venue
at Pairc School, Gravir, it has been confirmed.
The lecture, the 19th in the series, will be
given at 7.30pm on Friday 28 October by Dolina
Maclennan, the nationally celebrated and awardwinning actress, singer, and story-teller, originally
from Marvig, South Lochs,.

There will also be an opportunity to ask
questions of Dolina during a discussion session,
and Seonaidh Beag Macmillan of ‘The Lochies’
fame will sing during the evening. The event will be
rounded off as is customary with a Gaelic psalm.
The annual lecture is an opportunity to mark
the life and work of the late Angus ‘Ease’ Macleod
of Calbost, South Lochs, by considering important
subjects of wide public interest. It is also a great
social occasion, and organisers expect this year’s
event to attract a large audience.
Places can be booked by contacting John
Randall by email john673randall@btinternet.com

GARY INNES & EWEN
HENDERSON
Thursday 13 October, 8pm
£15/£13.50 / Auditorium
Though most commonly found performing
with Mànran, the band they co-founded in
2010, Gary Innes and Ewen Henderson have
travelled the Highland highways and byways
as a duo. Join Gary and Ewen for what
promises to be an excellent night of Highland
tunes, Gaelic song and stories alongside
special guest and multi-instrumentalist, Rory Matheson on piano.

CUAIRT NAN ÒRAN

Dolina’s lecture, to be given mainly in English, is
entitled Buaidh Bàrdachd (The Power of Poetry), in
which she will reflect on the ‘wealth of knowledge
and awareness garnered from lasting friendships
with a great many of the later 20th century poets,
bards and singers of ballads in Scotland’.
To complement the lecture, a new illustrated
publication Orain Mhurdani Mast (Songs of
Murdani Mast) will be launched at the event.
This ‘songbook’ contains many of the Gaelic
compositions of the well-known local bard, the late
Murdani ‘Mast’ Kennedy of Marvig, and will be the
first time his songs have been collected together.

From painting, textiles and film, to acting,
printing and jewellery making, we've got
something for everybody who enjoys the arts.
Check out our full list of workshops on our website – www.lanntair.com

Friday 14 October, 8pm
£15 / Auditorium

Murdani ‘Mast’ Kennedy

or phone 01851 880365.
Places will be allocated on a first come first served
basis and those planning to attend are advised to
book as soon as possible. Attendance is free and
refreshments will be available after the lecture.
The lecture has been arranged by Comunn
Eachdraidh na Pairc in conjunction with
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar, the Islands Book Trust,
and Angus Macleod’s family.
There is financial support from Pairc Community
Council and Muaitheabhal Community Windfarm
Trust. The lecture will also be broadcast over the
internet – details will be posted nearer the time on
the Pairc Historical Society Facebook page.

Irish Multi-instrumentals, Liam Ó Maonlaí
(Hot House Flowers) joins Gàidhlig singer
Kathleen MacInnes and piper & flutist Alana
MacInnes from South Uist for this special
Cuairt nan Òran performance. This trio will
give and take from both sides of the Irish Sea to compare and celebrate Gaelic music; the tunes and
songs which make up our great Celtic culture shared between Scotland and Ireland.

JOURNEY TO THE ISLES:
MARJORY KENNEDY-FRASER
Saturday 15 October, 7.30pm
£10/£7.50/£6.50/£5 /
Auditorium
A mesmerising glimpse into the landscapes,
folktales and songs that inspired one of
Scotland’s great early collectors of Traditional
Arts! Joining audiences on this journey to the Isles are acclaimed live performers: Marion Kenny, one
of Scotland’s leading storytellers, and award-winning musician, singer and songwriter Mairi Campbell.
(Part of The Hippodrome Silent Film Festival)

Community building
is future-proofed
T

he Ravenspoint centre based in the village
of Kershader in Pairc can look forward to a
wind and watertight future, following a major
project to replace the roof on this old school
building.
Owned by the community through Co-Chomunn
na Pairc, the building provides vital services including
the local shop and Post Office, 24-hour motor fuel, a
tea-room, the Pairc Historical Society museum, and a
hostel for summer visitors to the area.
For the Board of Trustees, the increasingly
urgent need to replace the roof and prevent further
damage to the fabric of the building, presented
a major practical and funding challenge. The
support received in preparing the plans and
funding the project has been key to its success.
Local fund-raising efforts alongside support from
the Muaitheabhal Community Windfarm Trust
and the Crown Estates, made it possible for project
managers Malcolm Crate and Iain M Morrison
and contractors Lewis Builders to complete the
work by early summer.
Co-Chomunn na Pairc Chairman Iain Nicolson

said: “We are conscious that this vital project
has only been achieved on-time and on budget
by teamwork between ourselves, the funders, our
community and the contractors.
“We are very grateful to Muaitheabhal
Community Windfarm Trust for their significant
contribution which alongside the funding from
Crown Estates and local fundraising efforts, made
it possible to proceed without delay.
“Maintaining services in the current economic
environment is and will be challenging, but
knowing that our main asset, the building, is in
good condition is a great encouragement.”
Muaitheabhal Community Windfarm Trust
Chairman Iain MacIver on a recent visit to the
building to hand over the cheque, said: “We were
impressed by the well-grounded business case
presented to us by a highly motivated team of
volunteers, making it an easy application to fund.
“I believe the satisfaction of now seeing an
important community asset back in good shape
justifies our faith in the Co-Chomunn’s ability to
overcome the challenges they bravely addressed.”

OCTOBER
CINEMA LISTINGS
Sat 1 Oct
Thur 6 Oct

Fri 7 Oct
Sat 8 Oct
Sat 15 Oct
Thur 20 Oct

Where is Anne Frank (PG)
3pm
Fisherman’s Friends: One and All  (12A)
6pm
Jackie Brown (15)
9pm
Fisherman’s Friends: One and All  (12A) 
2pm
– Subtitled
Reel Roots: Black History Month Presents  7pm
‘The Sit in: Harry Belafonte
Hosts The Tonight Show (12A)
See How They Run (12A)
7pm
See How They Run (12A)
6pm
Clerks 3 (15)
9pm
Journey to the Isles: 
7.30pm
Marjory Kennedy-Fraser (U)
Moonage Daydream (15)
7pm

Fri 21 Oct
Sat 22 Oct

Thur 27 Oct
Fri 28 Oct
Sat 29 Oct

Sun 30 Oct

Mrs Harris Goes to Paris (PG)
7pm
The Lord of the Rings: 
12pm
The Fellowship of the Ring
The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers
4pm
The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King 8pm
Mrs Harris Goes to Paris (PG)
2pm
Mrs Harris Goes to Paris (PG) - Subtitled
7pm
Reel Roots: Black History Month Presents 7pm
Queen of Glory (15)
Tad, The Lost Explorer and 
2pm
The Curse of The Mummy (U) - Relaxed
Star Trek II: The Wrath of Khan (12A) 
7pm
Tad, The Lost Explorer and 
2pm
The Curse of The Mummy (U)

Reel Roots: Black History Month is supported by Film Hub Scotland, part of the BFI’s Film
Audience Network, and funded by Screen Scotland and National Lottery funding from the BFI
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Pardo remembered
Donald John Paterson 1936-2022
H
is home was an open door that led into a world of the past,
present and future, all-encompassing in scope and content.
The content included reminiscences, analyses, expositions,
commentaries and predictions. Never a dull moment! He
held court: king of story-telling and judge of everything. No
exceptions!

His audience was a lifetime of hearers. Age was no barrier.
Distance was no object.
They came and enjoyed emotional
outpourings, passionate and detailed, straight from the heart. His
opinions were not to be disputed. They disagreed at their peril. Yet,
they came. They received a welcome like no other and stayed to
listen no matter the topic or opinion. His hospitality was legendary
as was he!
On Thursday 29 September, Pardo passed peacefully to his
harbour of rest. The open door closed and the home fell silent. His
hearers are left to mourn and reminisce of that lost world and of their
friend who provided a relief from the tedious and mundane.
Donald John Paterson, affectionately Pardo, his real name unknown
to many, such was his popularity, was born on 17th November 1936,
the eldest in a family of four (siblings Cathy, Christina and Agnes Joan)
to Hugh and Margaret Paterson of 4, Loch Street, Barvas. Following
his Primary and Secondary schooling, Pardo left home at a tender
age to pursue a seafaring career that lasted a lifetime. His exploits,
recalled with gusto and glee, usually laced and enhanced with
humour and the occasional pinch of quality seasoning, captivated
and enthralled his hearers. Who could forget his recollections - the
numerous maritime adventures of voyages to distant shores and

vibrant ports; the vast and extensive experiences closer to home
and his marine insight into the technical and non-technical aspects
of ship operations – all inevitably culminating in the profound and
incredible? His hearers, their laughter unrestrained at the hilarity
of his stories, could vividly recall his most memorable recollections
– the banana boat cargos, the whisky freight (how he would have
enjoyed that voyage), the shrieking semi-soaked passengers and
the unforgettable, irrepressible living parrot. They heard them
all with frequent regularity, in choice language and expressions,
each time with an additional pinch of sea salt. Truly, a story-teller
extraordinaire!
Pardo was a man of talent. He actively advised on a wide range of
subjects – especially car and tractor mechanics, animal husbandry
(probably the only crofter who ever vaccinated a chicken) as well
as sheep, his main interest in his latter days. His hearers were being
educated.
Pardo had his share of the ebbs and flows in life. His marriage to
Agnes in 1979, his self-confessed love of his life and soul-mate, was
overwhelmingly joyous. Her passing in 1983 at the age of 50 years
left a deep void in his life.
Pardo was a survivor – the numerous car crashes; the accident on
board ship resulting in the amputation of some of his toes as well as
a three-month stay in a hospital in Brazil where he learned to speak
Portuguese, and his terrifying escapades on the Ivy fishing boat, to
name but a few. As one of his Gaelic-speaking hearers commented,
“Is iomadh bruach dhubh ris na shuath e.”
Pardo, inspirationally, weathered the storms, embraced a healthy

lifestyle and the ensuing opening of his door to the many.
To the bereft many, including his sister, nieces and nephews, the
door to the memories endures.
“For the dear God who loveth us,
He made and loveth all.”
From the Rime of the Ancient Mariner by Samuel Taylor Coleridge.
(Contributed).

Alzheimer café returns to Tolsta
T

hanks to generous funding from Tolsta Community
Development LTD, Alzheimer Scotland are pleased
to announce the restart of the popular Tolsta dementia
friendly Community Cafe.
The organisation says: “TCDL have supported Alzheimer
Scotland’s activities in the local area for several years and
we are very grateful for their ongoing support and we are
delighted to get back to face-to-face activity.
"We hope to plan lots of different activities over the next
year starting with a visit from RSPB who will deliver a talk
about their work in the local area at our first session.”
The drop in cafe will run monthly starting from

Wednesday 2 November 2022 and be held in the Tigh
Ceilidh in North Tolsta from 2pm onwards.
For more information please contact Donald
Angus MacInnes, Community Activities Organiser on
07748502607 or by email dmacinnes@alzscot.org
Alzheimer Scotland Western Isles continues to provide
community activities and vital support for people living
with dementia and their families in the Western Isles
including the Solas day centre and access to a dementia
advisor for information and advice.
Contact 01851 702123 or visit at 18 Bells Road.
Stornoway. For those unable to visit virtual meetings and
phone advice can be arranged.

Message-in-a-bottle from Canada
F

amily links bridged the Atlantic after a message in
a bottle was found on a beach on the Westside of
Lewis at the start of September.
Offshore worker Murray Graham, from Borve explains:
"On Sunday the 11th of September I decided to take a walk
with two of my children (Connor aged 13 and Kerry aged
11) from our home in Borve to Galson along the shoreline.

Fab-5 on Great North Run
for The Leanne Fund
T

he Fab-5 from the Isle of Lewis
completed the Great North Run on
September 11, raising over £4,000 for
The Leanne Fund.
The team of Willie Mitchell, Murdo
Maciver, Paul Condy, Buck Macdonald
and Robert Sinclair joined thousands
of runners taking part in the largest half
marathon in the world.
Around 60,000 people took part in the
race between Newcastle upon Tyne and
South Shields.
Following months of training, the Fab5 travelled south in a minibus funded by
Point and Sandwick Trust.
Willie Mitchell, Leanne’s father, said:
“The day went really well, and there was
a fantastic effort from the whole team. The

atmosphere was incredible, and we were
delighted to be a part of such an amazing
event. We are hugely grateful to everyone
who contributed to our fundraising for The
Leanne Fund.
“We are also very grateful to Point and
Sandwick Trust for giving us the use of their
mini-bus to get us to the race and back.”

"When in Galson the children came across a message in
a bottle from a 9-year-old boy called Dawson Macdonald
who lives in Newfoundland, Canada."
The message included a whole range of contact options
- including email.
"Needless to say the children were very excited and
contacted Dawson by email to inform him and his family
of their find."
The message says in part: “My name is Dawson
MacDonald. I am 9 years old and in grade 4. I live in
Paradise, Newfoundland, Canada. Today's date is April
9, 2022. My dad is a captain on the anchor-handling
supply vessel, the Atlantic Kestrel and he put this message
in a bottle for me while he was sailing from Norway to

The Leanne Fund was founded by the
family of the late Leanne Mitchell to give
real and practical help to those affected by
CF.

Newfoundland towing the drilling rig, the West Hercules.”

The Leanne Fund is the foremost Cystic
Fibrosis charity working with individuals
and families across the Highlands, Islands,
Grampian and Tayside regions of Scotland.
It provides vital social, practical, emotional
and financial assistance, supporting the
whole family.

"The strange thing is that I have just recently returned
from Newfoundland after working offshore there.

So the bottle did not have as far to come as if it had left
Newfoundland itself. But the story did not stop there, as
Murray explains.

"I contacted one of my work colleagues from
Newfoundland and sent him the message that was found,
which he also became very excited about as he is good
friends with the father of the boy who wrote the message!"
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Remembering Ronnie Mackenzie

J

ames Ronald MacKenzie was known to everyone as Ronnie
(writes Rae Mackenzie)

stray into any other subject on which Ronnie was usually expert.
Many tributes have been made - including on social media. For
instance, the Harris Tweed Authority on their Facebook page, said:
“We are deeply saddened to learn of the passing this week about our
dear friend Ronnie Mackenzie from the Lewis Loom Centre.

He was a delightful character, a friendly charming person who
loved people and they loved him.
He would happily yarn away for hours in the shop or at his chair
in Bayhead. Although he was a good businessman, he would rather
talk to his customers about the flora or fauna of Lewis and he would
happily close his shop to take tourists down to the harbour to see
the seals.

“Ronnie was a well-known local businessman with a charming
personality, and he will be missed by many. Our thoughts go out to
his family and friends.”
Many people have said that Bayhead will never seem the same
without Ronnie's cheery wave and chat.

He was the David Attenborough of Stornoway. Ronnie's favourite
expression was “You have to be kind.” The Lewis Loom Centre
reflected him in every way by being a magical Aladdin's Cave, full
of Harris Tweed cloth garments and numerous other smaller items
of Harris Tweed - handbags, hats, gloves etc. However, he also had
hundreds of interesting items unrelated to textiles which he would
talk to visitors about.

His great grandfather Alexander Mackenzie moved to Stornoway
from Crobeg and built a business from herring and coal. For many
years, the Mackenzie coal hulks appeared on navigation charts at
Arnish. When he died, his two sons split the business with James
(Jimmy) running the coal side. Kenneth continued in the fish business
before starting the Harris Tweed business which became Kenneth
Mackenzie Limited.

Latterly, Ronnie suffered from very painful arthritis which
prevented him demonstrating on his looms, wooden and Hattersley,
weft winders, warp stakes, the making of Harris Tweed to groups and
individuals.

Jimmy’s son, also James (Jim), who was Ronnie's father by his
mother Freda, came from Fife, later started a drapery business but
following the legacy of a war wound died in the 1960s. Ronnie’s
textile connections therefore back a long way. An interesting note
is that his cousin Christopher MacKenzie Geidt (Lord Geidt) has
returned to his roots by buying Crobeg Farm.

His talks fascinated people and there were many tourists, bus parties
and cruise ship passengers who left with an indelible impression of
both Lewis Loom Centre and Ronnie. Ronnie had been well qualified
to do this - probably the most qualified in the island. He himself said
he had no interest in school and was bored. As a teenager he took a
summer job in the family Harris Tweed mill and suddenly found an
interest and a passion which lasted this whole life - textiles.
He also had other interests. We were reminded last week that in
the late 1960s Ronnie was the first DJ in Stornoway having turned the
YMCA into an early disco with a reel-to-reel recorder, speakers and,
unbelievably, a glitterball. It was however more SY Come Dancing
than Strictly ...
He went to the Castle college and enjoyed his textile course which
enabled him to go on the Scottish College of Textiles in Galashiels.
Ronnie left Gala after three years, highly qualified as an Associate of the
Textile Institute. This led to the position of mill manager in Ireland for
two years, but the call of home came with his appointment as lecturer in
textiles at the Castle, where he had been a student. More than 20 years
later, the department closed, and Ronnie moved to Orkney, to teach
knitting and other textiles in schools and the community.

Ronnie is survived by his son Andrew, his wife Margaret having
deceased him far too young in 2000. A close family unit, this brought
Ronnie and Andrew even closer together and Andrew said this week:
“He was the best dad ever.”

Tributes to Ronnie left in Bayhead

the NZ reporter stating: “I am here in the Outer Hebrides of Scotland
in the Dickensian shop of Ronnie Mackenzie. Then she recognised
Ronnie’s voice as he gave a long talk about Harris Tweed."

Ronnie decided to return home and start the business which
became the Lewis Loom Centre. This became well-known worldwide
with tourists often returning to see him and the shop many times.
The building that housed the Loom Centre could well be the oldest
building in town.

Some time back the former Prince Charles and Camilla attended
an HTA exhibition in Tarbert. Ronnie was there with his historical
pattern books dating back to the 1930s from the Loom Centre.
Camilla, now Queen Consort, was fascinated by Ronnie's talk and
no doubt with Ronnie himself. She said to her husband: “Come
here and see Ronnie.” Typical Ronnie. The future King Charles was
summoned to meet him. I thought it was meant to be the other way
round.

My sister Carol, his cousin, who has been in New Zealand for
nearly 60 years, recently turned on their local radio station. She heard

Apart from this textile experience, Ronnie had a lot of interesting
historical items which he would use in his talks, and which often

This tribute came from Annismarie Macfarlane and the staff at
the barber shop Back & Sides which was beside the Loom Centre
in Bayhead: "Ronnie touched our lives more than he would have
known. He was an amazing neighbour to have, from the stories and
jokes he'd tell us to putting our bins out, buying us chocolates, and
sending his customers in to see his ‘barber girls’. His knowledge of
our town and island was outstanding. There wasn't much Ronnie
didn't know. He was a real asset to our community and Bayhead was
very fortunate to have him. Bayhead won't be the same again. We
will certainly never forget him."
Ronnie was my cousin for three-quarters of a century and also my
best friend. On that personal note, Ronnie was my best man in 1970
and everything went fine until at the end of his speech…he asked
everyone to be upstanding for the toast and to “wish Rae and Nellie
all the best ... for the next few years.”
For 51 years, I never let him forget it.
The funeral of the late Ronnie Mackenzie was held on Monday
September 12 at Martin’s Memorial Church in Stornoway prior to
interment in Sandwick Cemetery.

Historic dam gains a steel spine to save lake
A

historic Victorian dam on the Isle of Harris has been saved
because of funding from Scotland’s salmon farmers.

The Fincastle Dam in West Harris was on the brink of collapse a
year ago, but has now been restored to maintain a vital wild salmon
run thanks to a fund which addresses the impact of habitat loss and
rising river temperatures.
The structure, which comprises the western bank of Loch Fincastle
and was built in the 1890s, is an integral feature of the landscape –
supporting wild salmon whose spawning grounds are up the Laxdale
River.
After the dam sprang a leak, the local wild salmon population was
under threat.
Wild salmon and sea trout numbers have been in decline for
several decades on both the east and west coasts of Scotland due to
climate change and rising water temperatures.
As part of its commitment to the wider environment, the trade
body for farm-raised salmon – Salmon Scotland – funds a £1.5million
‘Wild Salmonid Fund’ which is managed by independent charity
Foundation Scotland.
In May 2022, the Fincastle Dam project was awarded £35,000 by
a decision-making panel made up of experts in wild fisheries as well
as aquaculture.

A community fishing day at Fincastle Dam this summer

The structure now has a steel spine down its centre which has
assured the integrity of its wall and will support wild fisheries for
future generations.

“The Wild Salmonid Support Fund offers a real opportunity for
struggling fisheries in Scotland to protect and improve their precious
wild salmon ecosystems and build community ties in the process.”

The West Harris Trust and Borve Lodge Estate have praised the
Salmon Scotland-funded scheme. “Working on this project has been
very rewarding for both West Harris Trust and Borve Lodge Estate and
will certainly lead to closer collaboration in the future,” they said in
a joint statement.

Tavish Scott, chief executive of Salmon Scotland, said: “The
success of this restoration project is fantastic news, and will ensure
this historic dam is preserved for generations to come.
“Salmon farmers have a shared desire to address the decades-long
decline in wild salmon populations, caused by climate change and

deforestation.
“By supporting community-led projects to restore our rivers and
habitats we are playing our part in reversing the global decline in
wild salmon numbers.
“Salmon farms are proud to be making this financial contribution,
which shows what can be achieved when the money we create is
reinvested in local communities and not sent to quango coffers in
Edinburgh.”
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Murdag Dhòmhnallach nach maireann a’ gabhail pàirt ann an Seanchas. Chaidh
sreath ùr a mhaoineachadh mar chuimhneachan oirre

Alasdair is Rebecca a’ gabhail pàirt ann an Seanchas

Seanchas le Kathleen NicAonghais
B

hon Dàmhair, tha “Seanchas” aig
Alzheimer Scotland nan Eilean Siar gu
bhith a’ tòiseachadh as ùr. Anns na seiseanan,
a bhios gan lìbhrigeadh air-loidhne, bidh
an seinneadair is cleasaiche Uibhisteach
cliùiteach,
Kathleen
NicAonghais,
a’
seinn òrain, ag innse sgeulachdan agus a’
seanchas mu na làithean a dh’fhalbh ann am
measgachadh de Ghàidhlig is Beurla.

Tha Taigh-Cùraim na Trianaid ann an Uibhist am
measg an fheadhainn a bhios a’ frithealadh nan
seiseanan gu dealasach agus chur Seanchas ris an
dàimh làidir a tha eadar Rebecca NicAmhlaigh,
Neach-obrach Cùraim Shòisealta, agus Alasdair
MacFhilip, fear de luchd-frithealaidh Thrianaid,
a thàinig gu Trianaid mun aon àm an-uiridh. Tha
Alasdair 91 bliadhna a dh’aois ach ghabh e ri
Teams agus an teicneòlas ùr gun dragh sam bith.
Thuirt Marina NicLeòid, Prìomh Neach-Obrach
Cùraim Shòisealta: “Bha Alasdair cleachdte gu
leòr ri bhith ag innse sgeulachdan agus cha b’
fhada gus an robh e aig meadhan thachartasan ann
an dòigh a bha dha-rìribh tlachdmhor agus a thug

Naidheachdan

na tachartasan Gàidhlig a b’ fheàrr leatha agus mar
sin tha e prìseil dhuinn gu bheil na seiseanan seo
a’ leantainn mar chuimhneachan oirre. Tha sinn
dha-rìribh taingeil airson na h-obrach ionmholta a
tha luchd-obrach Alzheimers Scotland nan Eilean
Siar a’ dèanamh.”

brosnachadh dhomh. Fhuair a h-uile duine tlachd
às na sgeulachdan aige agus ghlac e aire cuid de
na clann-nighean a bha an làthair! Tha Alasdair
deimhinne na dhòigh mar sheann-fhleasgach getà agus mar sin b’ fheudar dha na geallaidheanpòsaidh a fhuair e a dhiùltadh.”

Bidh Alzheimer Scotland a’ cumail taic ri daoine
air a bheil an tinneas agus ris na teaghlaichean aca
tro sheirbheisean taice, luchd-comhairleachaidh
seargadh-inntinn agus sreath de thachartasan
coimhearsnachd, an dara cuid ann am pearsa
no air-loidhne. Tha an t-seirbheis ionadail gu
sònraichte ag amas air daoine anns na h-Eileanan
Siar ach on a tha Seanchas ga chumail air-loidhne,
faodaidh duine sam bith le ùidh ann an cànan is
seinn Ghàidhlig pàirt a ghabhail.

An-uiridh, fhuaireas maoineachadh bho Roinn
Ionnsachadh Inbheach na Comhairle airson
Seanchas a chur air adhart agus tha teaghlach
Murdag Dhòmhnallach nach maireann air airgead
a thoirt seachad mar chuimhneachan oirre, a
chumas seiseanan a’ dol son 12 mìos eile. Bha

Murdag air leth taiceil do gach nì Gàidhlig agus
tha ionndrainn mòr oirre aig Ionad-latha Solas
ann an Steòrnabhagh. Thuirt Karen Markey, ogha
Murdaig: “Bha sinn air ar dòigh nuair a mhol
Dòmhnaill bho Alzheimers Scotland nan Eilean
Siar gum maoineachadh sinn an ath chuairt de
Sheanchas mar chuimhneachan air “Granaidh
Murdag” chòir againn. Bu fhìor chaomh leatha a
bhith a’ frithealadh tachartas sam bith a bha Ionadlatha Solas a’ tabhann nuair a b’ urrainn dhi agus
nuair a thug Covid air daoine a dhol air-loidhne,
chòrd e rithe a’ cheart cho math a bhith a’ faicinn
agus a’ bruidhinn ris a h-uile duine air-loidhne. B’ e

A’ tòiseachadh bho 4mh Dàmhair, bidh Seanchas
ann air a’ chiad Dhimàirt de gach mìos eadar
2:00-3:00f. Bidh na seiseanan gan lìbhrigeadh tro
Teams agus bu chòir brath a chur gu Dòmhnall
Aonghas MacAonghais (DMacInnes@Alzscot.org;
01851 702123) airson barrachd fiosrachaidh no
ma thathar airson a dhol nan lùib.

“Seanchas” - Reminiscing with Kathleen MacInnes
F

rom October, the Western Isles service
of Alzheimer Scotland will be starting
“Seanchas” sessions again. Delivered online,
the well-known singer and actor Kathleen
MacInnes from South Uist, will be singing
songs, telling stories and reminiscing about
days gone by in a mixture of Gaelic and English.
Trianaid Care Home in Uist is among the regular
attendees and credit the Seanchas sessions with
contributing to the strong bond that has developed
between Rebecca MacAulay, Social Care Worker,
and Alasdair MacKillop, one of their clients, who
arrived at Trianaid around the same time last year.
Alasdair is 91 but adjusted to Teams and modern

technology without any trouble. Marina Macleod,
Senior Social Care Worker, stated: “Being no
stranger to performing, Alasdair was soon telling
the best stories which all who attended thoroughly
enjoyed and, personally, I found inspiring. He
quickly became the centre of attention and caught
the eye of a few ladies in attendance! A confirmed
bachelor, he unfortunately had to decline the
marriage proposals that came his way.”
Last year, funding for Seanchas was secured
from the Comhairle’s Adult Learning department
and the family of the late Murdag MacDonald has
now funded a further 12 monthly sessions in her
memory. Murdag was a champion of all things
Gaelic and is much missed by all at Solas Day

Centre in Stornoway. Karen Markey, Murdag’s
granddaughter, said: “We were delighted when
Donald from Alzheimer Scotland Western Isles
suggested funding the next round of Seanchas
sessions in memory of our late beloved “Granny
Murdag”. She loved attending all of the activities
the Solas Day Centre had to offer when she was
able, and then when Covid forced a move to
online activities, she loved seeing everyone and
interacting virtually just as much. The Gàidhlig
activities were of course always her favourite, so
it’s really lovely for us to know that the sessions are
being continued in her memory. We are so grateful
for all of the amazing work carried out by the staff
at Alzheimer Scotland Western Isles.”

Alzheimer Scotland support people living with
a diagnosis of dementia and their families through
support services, dementia advisors and a range
of in-person and online community activities.
The local service’s focus is on those living in the
Western Isles but as Seanchas is held online, it is
open to anyone that shares an interest in Gaelic
language and song.
Starting from 4th October, Seanchas will take
place on the first Tuesday of every month between
2:00-3:00pm. Sessions are delivered through
Teams. For further information, please contact
Donald Angus MacInnes: DMacInnes@Alzscot.
org; 01851 702123.
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Naidheachdan

Comunn na
Gàidhlig,
Uibhist,
Samhradh
2022
B

ha samhradh trang againn ann an Uibhist, le tòrr
thachartasan eadar-dhealaichte a bha a’ brosnachadh
na h-òigridh gus an cuid Ghàidhlig a chleachdadh còmhla ri
òigridh agus inbhich eile.

Òigridh Uibhist agus na Hearadh aig carragh-cuimhne Fhuamhaire
Mhicasgaill, Beàrnaraigh

Turas-mara le Uist Sea Tours

Bha sinn taingeil taic airgid fhaighinn bhon mhaoin aig Sealladh
na Beinne Mòire airson dà thachartas Leugh is Seinn le Linda,
tachartas a thug cothrom dhan òigridh latha sgoinneil a chur
seachad ann am Barraigh agus tachartas eile ann an Èirisgeidh
cuideachd. Taing do dh’Eilidh (CLD) airson tighinn còmhla rinn
agus Annag airson ar coinneachadh ann am Bhatarsaigh.
Thadhail sinn a-rithist air Comann Each nan Eilean ann an
Èirisgeidh agus dh’ionnsaich sinn tòrr mu dheidhinn nan each
ainmeil seo; bha sinn aig muir airson turas-mara agus tachartas
iasgaich còmhla ri Uist Sea Tours; chaidh sinn a Bhòrnais far an do
chleachd sinn an app ùr aig Ulaidhean Uibhist (Uist Unearthed);
bha Lisa aig Coille Langais airson beagan ealain a dhèanamh
còmhla ri Fiona NicÌosaig. Am measg nan rudan eile, bha tachartas
air leth againn còmhla ri Shona aig Ceòlas anns an togalach ùr
aig Cnoc Soilleir. Rinn sinn cuideachd caraidean le Fiona agus an
òigridh laghach anns na Hearadh is sinne a’ tadhal air na tràighean
brèagha acasan agus iadsan a’ cur ùine seachad còmhla rinne ann
am Beàrnaraigh.
Shiubhail Mary Ann agus Eilidh a Leòdhas airson oidhche a chur
seachad anns Na Geàrrannan còmhla ri buidheann òigridh a bha
aca ann an Sgoil Lìonacleit; deagh àite airson buidheann òigridh
agus cothrom cuideachd tadhal air na h-alpacas ann an Calanais
agus air Spòrs Nis airson geama bobhlaidh fheuchainn.

Seisean Leugh is Seinn le Linda

Tha na h-oifigearan airson taing a thoirt dhan òigridh a ghabh
pàirt anns na tachartasan againn agus dhan a h-uile duine a thug
taic dhuinn.

W

e had a busy but fun summer in Uist, offering young
people the opportunity to take part in activities through
the medium of Gaelic.
We were fortunate to have received funding from the Sealladh
Na Beinne Mòire Community Fund to allow us to offer two Leugh
is Seinn le Linda sessions, and also to take a trip to Barra and have
another session in Eriskay. Thanks to Eilidh (CLD) for driving in Barra
and to Annag for meeting us in Vatersay.
We visited the Eriskay Ponies again and learnt lots about their
history from their great volunteers; Uist Sea Tours provided a fun trip
at sea and also a successful fishing trip; Lisa held an art session in
Langais with help from Fiona MacIsaac; we visited Bornish and had
a lot of fun using the fantastic Uist Unearthed app. We also visited
the new Cnoc Soilleir building, where Shona from Ceòlas provided
a great art and culture session. We made new friends during our
visit to Harris to meet Fiona and some of the young local Gaelic
speakers there, who we were happy to welcome to Berneray the
following week.
Mary Ann and Eilidh took a youth group from Sgoil Lìonacleit to
Lewis to stay a night in Na Geàrrannan black houses. They managed
to visit the Callanish Alpacas and try some bowling at Spòrs Nis.
The CnaG officers would like to thank the young people that
attended our activities and everyone that helped us over the summer.

Spòrs air tràighean na Hearadh
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Building our communities

Sgoil Lionacleit Pipe Band return at golfing event
A

By Katie Macleod

fter more than two years apart, members
of the Sgoil Lionacleit Pipe Band returned
to performing together at the opening of the
Askernish Golf Open in South Uist on 27th
August.
“It was the first time they’d been performing
since February 2020,” says Sgoil Lionacleit Deputy
Head Teacher Robert Gillies. “The young people
love performing, and that’s what it’s all about,
playing their instruments. It was great to see them.”
Pre-pandemic, the pipe band – which has
members from S1 to S6 in its ranks – performed
and competed regularly across the country,
taking part in the annual World Pipe Band
Championships and the Scottish Schools Pipe
Band Championships, and even performing at
Tartan Week in New York City in 2018.
But when COVID-19 restrictions came into
force and schools closed in early 2020, performing

and playing together was off-limits for the pupils.
During the initial lockdown, when working and
studying from home became mandatory, Donald
“Ban” Macdonald and Esther Macdonald, the
band’s piping tutors, found a solution by leading
chanter and piping lessons over Teams video calls.
The band’s drummers were also kept busy, with
online lessons from mainland-based tutor Stuart
Coyles.
By the time schools reopened, however, another
hurdle presented itself: playing wind instruments
was still prohibited under pandemic guidelines.
Donald Ban then turned to the community for
support, and thanks to funding from a number of
local businesses, the school purchased a few sets
of electric pipes, which meant pupils were able to
continue with their lessons. “The community really
do get behind the band, they’ve been really kind.
We’ve got the Pipe Band Committee made up of
parents and teachers, and they do fundraising as
well,” says Robert.

Although the pipe band’s numbers are now
lower than usual after two years of the pandemic,
and three classes of pupils having graduated in the
meantime, the young people are working hard to
build up their skills again.
“The way that it works is when the band is out
performing, the younger ones are inspired by
seeing the band, and the older ones get a chance
to pass on their expertise to the younger members,
that’s how the band survives,” explains Robert,
adding that the pipe band are now meeting to
practise weekly, and new, younger members are
already joining.
“If Donald and Esther hadn’t taken these
initiatives to get the electric pipes in, there would
have been a gap [in learning], but they worked
really well, and they’re really committed to the
young people,” says Robert. “As a school, we’ve
always been proud of the band, so it’s great to see
them out and about performing again.”

Pupil Voice Project…coping with
problematic behaviour
A

By Katie Macleod

s the new school year gets underway, S6 pupils in Sgoil
Lionacleit are working together to challenge problematic
behaviour and attitudes, thanks to the new Pupil Voice Project.
The Pupil Voice Project arose in response to the rise of misogynistic
attitudes on social media, such as those of Andrew Tate, a BritishAmerican kickboxer who rose to fame on TikTok in recent months,
where videos of him expressing extreme, often violent views towards
women were viewed 11.6 billion times before he was banned from
the platform.
To tackle the proliferation of these views, a group of S6 girls –
with input from staff – are leading the Pupil Voice Project to reduce
any stigma and normalise talking about subjects like these that can
be challenging, personal, and maybe even embarrassing for young

people to acknowledge.
“It’s a pupil-led project. They’ve brought it up, and they’re going to
lead on addressing and tackling this issue,” explains Gordon Young,
Head Teacher at Sgoil Lionacleit. “They’re really passionate about it,
and it’s linked to real-word experience that they’ve had at places like
concerts and events they’ve been to.”
As Gordon outlines, the project is not a one-off effort, but one
that will continue throughout the school year with the topics
being addressed strategically and systematically across the coming
months. “It’s a societal problem, and young people in the school
want to do something to address it, and it’s really important that
they’re empowered to do that,” he explains.
The first phase of the project will take place this term, with pupils
gathering information to see where the “baseline” is on awareness

of these issues among fellow senior pupils. To begin with, this will
involve anonymous questionnaires for and interviews with both boys
and girls, and the information gleaned will then be used to increase
awareness through workshops, assemblies, and guest speaker
sessions from the likes of the Western Isles Rape Crisis Unit. Followup questionnaires and interviews will also take place, to see if the
interventions have altered improved awareness.
And as a fitting reminder to pupils that they are all working
together to tackle these issues, the school motto, Aonaibh Ri Cheile
(“Pull together”) will be a centre point in the project throughout the
year.
“It’s a real bonus to me when young people come to us with issues
that matter to them, and it’s really important we recognise that as a
school,” says Gordon. “We’ve worked together to come up with a
strategy to address this, and it’s important that we do it.”
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PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR SEPTEMBER 2022
The following planning applications are pending consideration by Comhairle nan Eilean Siar.
All information and accompanying documents are publicly available on the CnES website.
Erect a house and garage

Erect a house

Planning permission is being sought to erect a
four-bedroom home and detached garage at 6B
Newvalley.

Planning permission in principle is being
sought to build a new house at 4C Newpark,
Callanish.

The applicants, David and Eilidh Macdonald,
℅ HAUS, Beechwood Park North, Inverness,
plan to build on a 2996 square metre plot.

The applicant is Amy Macleod, of Keith Street,
Stornoway.

Erect a polycrub

Two caravan pods for short-term holiday let
are being proposed at 30B Breasclete.

A prior notification has been submitted to the
Comhairle regarding the erection of a polycrub
at 15 Kneep.
The applicant, Sandy Adam, of the same
address, plans to install a 8 x 4 metre polycrub
to cultivate crops. A site adjacent to an existing
garage has been identified.

Erect a polycrub
A recycled fish farm pipe covered with
polycarbonate sheeting is the subject of a prior
notification submitted to the Comhairle.

ISLE OF LEWIS

The applicant, Elizabeth Drew, of 28
Lemreway, plans to concrete the pipe into the
ground to create a 12.7 x 4 metre polycrub.

Holiday let unit

Mast upgrade

Planning permission is being sought to convert an eight-metre long timber-built fishing boat into
holiday accommodation.
The applicant, Norman Mackay, ℅ SBA Architects, 17 Laxdale, is proposing to use the hull of Lily
1, registration number CY10, which is already on site, as holiday accommodation.
The fishing boat has been cut in two, and it is planned to convert the upturned sections into holiday
accommodation.
A design statement states: "The boat has been cut into two sections with the stern section
accommodating a shower room/WC/kitchen/storage area and wood burning stove. The bow section
accommodates two bedrooms with hinge points at the bow end, which enables them to open to form
two seats or to be made into a double bed. A 1.8-metre infill section has been slotted in between the
two boat sections to accommodate the glazing/French doors and dining/sitting area."
The proposal includes an external roofed sitting area, with turf used to roof the bow and stern
sections.

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar has been notified
of planned upgrade works to the police mast at
Bennadrove, Stornoway.
Airwaves Solutions Ltd. are proposing, under
permitted development, to replace the two
existing antennas with two 600 mm dishes on the
existing pole mount steelwork. The redundant
equipment is to be removed.

Holiday pods

Erect two pods

Applicant Donald Morrison, of the same
address, is seeking planning permission to site
the two one-bedroom pods at the side of his
property.
The pods will occupy an area of 524 square
metres of the existing garden area.

Loft conversion
The Comhairle has received proposals to
convert a loft and create three dormer roofs at 1
Sheshader, Point.
The applicant is Rebecca Macleod, of the
same address, who wishes to convert the attic to
create a bedroom/study, sitting area, bathroom,
and store.

Police mast upgrade
The Comhairle has been notified of proposed
installation works to upgrade the police telecoms
mast at the Beinn Na Cloch Radio Station in
Dalbeg.
Airwave Ltd. plans to replace two existing
antennas for 0.6-metre dishes at 24 metres and
install two new outdoor units behind the new
dishes.

Creation of storage area

Planning permission is being sought to site two
holiday pods at 107 Cross Skigersta Road, Ness.

Duncan Mackay and Sons Ltd. has applied
to the Comhairle for planning permission to use
2000 square metres of land at the rear of their
Parkend Industrial Estate premises for storage.

The applicant is Sam Hawkins of the same
address, who has identified a 720 square metre
plot to instal the pods.

The extension is being sought to give the
company extra space for the safe storage of
building materials, plant, and vehicles.

Erect a greenhouse

ISLE OF HARRIS

The Comhairle has received a prior notification
regarding the erection of a greenhouse.

Erect house and studio

The applicant, Mr S Erbida, of 9 Knock,
Carloway, is planning to instal a 10 x 6 metre
polycarbonate greenhouse at the address for
horticultural purposes.

Planning permission is being sought to erect
a house and studio at 2 Brandarsaig, Cliasmol.

Extend a house
Planning permission is being sought to extend
Tor Un, 22 Benside, Newmarket.
Applicant Malcolm MacPhail, of the same
address, wishes to extend the dwelling to create
a sun lounge, toilet and shower area and a small
utility area.

Partial change of use
Planning permission is being sought to convert
two rooms within Unit 2 at Kirkibost Pier, Bernera,
into a gin microdistillery and microbrewery.
The applicant is Richard Comfort of Pleasant
Point, Rosemarkie.
According to his submission to the Comhairle,
the building is classified as Class 5 General
Industrial. The previous occupant was using the
unit as a retail shop. The proposal is to retain
the unit's Class 5 status but includes a room for
residential use.

The applicant is Sam Gare, who gave his
address as 2 Brandarsaig. The application is to
build a new two-bedroom home and studio open
to the public on a previously undeveloped steep
sloping site southwest of the former Cliasmol
Primary School. Both buildings are single-storey
and built on a levelled area of land at the top of
the site.

ISLE OF NORTH UIST
Erect a house
In principle planning permission is being
sought to erect a house at 3A Grenitote, Sollas.
The applicant is Mairi MacCormick, of 14
Grenitote, who would like to build on a 1200
square metre plot.

Extension to property
Mark Webster of Almora Cottage, Clachan Sands,
has applied for planning permission to extend the
property to create a study and new toilet.
The proposal is to extend the two-bedroom
by building onto the northeast gable end and
adding a decking area off the study.

06/10/22 - 02/11/22

ISLE OF BENBECULA
Erect a house
Planning consent is being sought to erect
a single storey three-bedroom home at 3
Kilerivagh, Creagorry.
The applicant, Clare Campbell, of 2
Kilerivagh, wishes to build on a 0.48-hectare
site and install a ground source heat pump.

Mast upgrade
Cornerstone and O2 Telefonica UK have
notified the Comhairle about proposed
upgrading work at the Market Stance
telecoms mast.
Under permitted development, it is
proposed to install a five-metre extension
to the existing 12-metre lattice tower and
remove seven existing antennas. These
are to be replaced by three TEF antennas,
three Airwave antennas, and two 0.9 metre
dishes. The related ancillary equipment is
also to be removed and replaced.
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Eochar Schoolhouse to form an orangery.
The applicant is Dr Kate Dawson, of
the same address, who wishes to build the
extension onto the existing kitchen/dining
area.

Site caravan
Planning permission is being sought to
site a holiday let caravan at Loch Bee View,
West Gerinish.
The applicant is Steven Rodger, of the
same address.

New thatched roof
A listed building application has been
submitted to the Comhairle regarding
proposed works to Shellbus Cottage, Buaile
Dubh, Eochar.

Extension

The applicant, Donna Hogg, of 78
Ardnamonie, proposes to re-thatch the roof,
make internal alterations and replace the
timber windows and door. It is also planned
to repoint the external walls and paint them
white.

Planning permission is being sought to
erect a single-storey extension at the former

The dwelling is currently unused and will
be converted into a one-bedroom home.

ISLE OF SOUTH UIST

PST staff and Board members with PST consultants and advisors outside Aros an Rubha in Knock

ISLE OF BARRA
Change of use
An application for change of use has
been submitted to the Comhairle to permit
the siting of a caravan and installation of a
private drainage system at 94 Lower Borve.
The applicant, Kenneth Beaton, of the
same address, wishes to site the caravan and
a parking area for family and holiday lets.

Agricultural shed
Planning permission is being sought to
erect a 12 x 8-metre agricultural shed at
134 Brevig, Castlebay.
The applicant is Donald MacNeil, of the
same address, who has identified an area of
96 square metres to site the shed.

ISLE OF VATERSAY
Siting of caravan pods
Change of use planning permission is
being sought to enable the siting of two
holiday let caravan pods at 13 Uidh.
The applicants are Monica and Jonathan
Macleod, of the same address. They are
applying for temporary planning permission
for five years.

Photograph by SandiePhotos

Point and Sandwick Trust plan ahead
P

oint and Sandwick Trust were celebrating the return to their
offices at Aros an Rubha with their annual Away Day taking
place in late September.
PST officially moved out of the old School at Knock in March
2021 to make way for the huge renovations that have transformed the
building and to allow the privately-owned shop to continue operating.
The summer has been spent readying the space for the return to
business from the hub and General Manager DJ MacSween and
Office Manager Bern Smith welcomed the PST Board, Community
Consultants and advisors back to the building for a day of review and
planning on Tuesday 26 September.
Several updates were given on projects that have been ongoing in
the community including, the Croft Woodland Project, a partnership
between PST and Woodland Trust Scotland. Croft Woodland Advisor
Robin Reid attending the day and presented the significant work he
and colleague Viv Halcrow have been delivering. He revealed that
there are already 18,000 trees reserved for the 2022/23 planting
season on the Western Isles. This is in addition to the 160,000 native
species planted since the project began in 2016. Robin also updated
the group on the native tree survey which the project undertook
in Lewis and Harris during August, the full results of which will be
published soon.
PST Community Consultants Alasdair Nicholson and Tony Robson
gave updates on their respective involvement in securing funding and
project managing the newest sections of the Point and Sandwick Trail
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in 2022. This included a new path linking villages of Shulishader and
Flesherin and the new 1km stretch connecting existing routes from
Stornoway to the Iolaire Memorial at Holm Point. The Iolaire section
has been carefully created to include slate memorials to every man
lost in the Iolaire disaster of 1919 and wildflowers planted along the
route made a beautiful show in the late summer months.
PST Manager, DJ MacSween said: “It was great to invite everyone
involved in Point and Sandwick Trust to take part in our Away Day and
talk about the future for the organisation. The new building is looking
fantastic, and we want to extend our congratulations to Urras Storras
an Rubha for their hard work in willing their vision for a community
hub into being.
“PST is looking forward to working from the new offices and
turning our attention to how we best continue support for our local
community with the income generated by the wind turbines at Beinn
Grideag during these challenging times of fuel poverty and cost of
living crisis.”
Thanks go to Cala Hotels for providing catering on the day, and
to Murdo Macdonald of Office 21 for his help in furnishing the new
office space.
In 2016, Point and Sandwick Trust teamed up with the Woodland
Trust in the Western Isles to offer people free advice and support, and
assistance with grant applications, under the Croft Woodland Project
for the Western Isles. Support for this project was extended in 2019
and will run in partnership until 2025.

Twin Birthdays for
Twin Manifestations

W

ednesday 26th October and Thursday
27th October Baha’is and their friends
celebrate Twin Holy Days as one joyous festival,
in Lewis and all around the globe. The “twin
Manifestations of God”, the Báb and Bahá’u’lláh
are revered as central figures of the Bahá’í Faith. A
parallel is made between Bahá’u’lláh and the Báb
as between Jesus and John the Baptist. However,
in the Bahá’í Faith both the Báb and Bahá’u’lláh
are considered Manifestations of God.
For centuries, the peoples of the world have awaited the
Promised Day of God, a Day when peace and harmony would
be established on earth. The dawn of this new Day witnessed
the appearance of not one but two Manifestations of God, the
Bab and Baha’u’llah, Whose Revelations released the spiritual
forces destined to transform society.
A “Manifestation of God” is what is commonly referred to
as a Messenger or Prophet. The term “Twin Manifestations”
refers to the Revelation of the Bab and Baha’u’llah in rapid
succession of one another.
To Israel He was neither more nor less than the incarnation of
the “Everlasting Father,” the “Lord of Hosts” come down “with ten
thousands of saints”; to Christendom Christ returned “in the glory
of the Father,” to Shi’ah Islam the return of the Imam Husayn; to
Sunni Islam the descent of the “Spirit of God” (Jesus Christ); to
the Zoroastrians the promised Shah-Bahram; to the Hindus the
reincarnation of Krishna; to the Buddhists the fifth Buddha. 1
With the birth of the Baha’i Faith the realization of two
related but independent religions arising within one age was
actualized.
All the peoples of the world are awaiting two Manifestations,
Who must be contemporaneous; all wait for the fulfillment of
this promise. In the Bible the Jews have the promise of the Lord
of Hosts and the Messiah; in the Gospel the return of Christ
and Elijah is promised. In the religion of Muhammad there is
the promise of the Mihdi and the Messiah, and it is the same
with the Zoroastrian and the other religions.
The reason behind this rapid succession, and the
unprecedented bounties released by the Revelation of Twin
Manifestations, remains a mystery.
“That so brief an interval,” He [Baha’u’llah], moreover
has asserted, “should have separated this most mighty and
wondrous Revelation from Mine own previous Manifestation
is a secret that no man can unravel, and a mystery such as no
mind can fathom. Its duration had been foreordained.”
Abdu’l-Baha sets forth conclusively the true relationship
between the twin Founders of the Faith, with this illuminating
explanation:
The Revelation of the Bab may be likened to the sun […]
The station of Baha’u’llah’s Revelation, on the other hand, is
represented by […] the sun’s mid-summer and highest station.
By this is meant that this holy Dispensation is illumined with the
light of the Sun of Truth shining from its most exalted station, and
in the plenitude of its resplendency, its heat and glory.
It has been prophesied that in the time of these two
Manifestations the earth will be transformed, the world of
existence will be renewed. Justice and truth will encompass
the world; enmity and hatred will disappear; all causes of
division among peoples, races and nations will vanish; and
the cause of union, harmony and concord will appear.
Further cementing the bond between these two
Manifestations is the celebration of their Twin Birthdays. “The
Festival of the Twin Birthdays” or “Twin Holy Days” celebrates
the birth of the Bab and the birth of Baha’u’llah . Regarding the
Twin Birthdays, Baha’u’llah has stated:
These two days are accounted as one in the sight of God.
All interested are warmly invited to join Baha’is and their
friends to celebrate these Twin Holy Days, on 26th and 27th
October please get in touch, text / call 07798700443
For more information about the Bahai Faith please see;

https://www.bahaiblog.net/
https://www.bahai.org.uk/beliefs
https://bahaiteachings.org/
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Peatlands health watch in isles
T

By Annie Delin

he long-term health of natural peatland across Europe is to
be monitored with a trial now under way in South Lochs.

Smart technology company FarrPoint has installed a network of
remotely monitored sensors covering a peatland area surrounding
Loch Orasaigh, in what is believed to be one of the first projects of
its kind in Europe.
The ‘Internet of Things’ (IoT) sensors will gather real-time data on
moisture levels in the peat over a year, without researchers needing
to cross the moors to take readings.
And the presence of the sensors in Lewis could have wider
impacts for island communities, with what the company describes
as ‘stackable’ benefits based on remote sensor coverage.
The project is a collaboration between FarrPoint, NatureScot’s
peatland action project, Carloway Estate Trust and Scottish Water,
with funding from the Scottish Government.
Peatland covers around 20% of Scotland, storing 1.7bn tons of
carbon, the equivalent of around 140 years of Scotland’s annual
greenhouse gas emissions. Across Europe, these ecosystems store
five times more CO2 than forests.
Finland is home to almost a third of Europe’s peatlands and a quarter
are located in Sweden. The remainder are in the UK, Poland, Norway,
Germany, Ireland, Estonia, Latvia, The Netherlands and France.
Dr Andrew Muir, chief executive of FarrPoint, said: “Scotland’s
peatlands are one of our key natural resources in the fight against
rising carbon emissions and we must make efforts to protect them.
“When in good condition, our peatlands offer multiple benefits
to the environment and our communities. With 80% of Scotland’s
peatlands damaged, projects such as this can help us fight climate
change and support biodiversity.
“Digital technologies will become central to our ability to limit the
damage of climate change and hit our net-zero targets.
“This summer’s drought has shown how vulnerable the UK is to

Researchers installing the remote sensors in South Lochs (FarrPoint)

extreme heat and this trial will provide valuable and timely data
which will help inform future peatland restoration activities.
“Connecting remote and rural areas with digital technologies can
be extremely challenging, and whilst benefits have been shown for
larger cities, this trial will create key learnings that can be applied to
other remote regions of Scotland and Europe.”
As part of the same project, FarrPoint is also exploring the broader
use of IoT solutions to benefit the local community in the Western Isles.
Working with the Scottish Government, it has already consulted
local residents to find how social and economic issues could be

Storytelling festival
comes to Isles
T

he Scottish International Storytelling
Festival (SISF) is inviting audiences in the
Outer Hebrides to join them round the hearth
of storytelling this autumn, as it launches its
2022 festival theme - Keep It Lit, a symbolic fire
where experiences and memories are shared,
and the torch of oral storytelling is passed on.
In celebration of Scotland’s Year of Stories,
the 2022 festival programme is the largest to
date, inviting everyone to the ceilidh - locally,
nationally, and globally, from Friday 14 October
to Monday 31 October.
Events will take places on the Isle of Lewis and
Isle of North Uist, celebrating the rich history of
oral storytelling in the Outer Hebrides. The Fèill
Seanchais ann an Sgìre Ùig | Uig Storytelling
Festival (Friday 7 & Saturday 8 October) will
feature events in Gaelic and English, performances
by storytellers Ian Stephen, Magaidh Smith and
Dolina Maclennan, special guests, film screenings
and storytelling ceilidhs, in the spectacular and
historic Uig, Isle of Lewis.
Catch a mesmerising glimpse into the
landscapes, folktales and songs that inspired one
of Scotland’s great early collectors of Traditional
Arts with Journey to the Isles: Marjory KennedyFraser (Saturday 15 Oct). Storyteller Marion Kenny
and musician Mairi Campbell weave together
words, music, and song to evoke the sounds and
landscapes captured by the films of this key figure
of Scotland’s Celtic Revival.
And enjoy an evening of multimedia storytelling
where a world of local Scottish stories unfolds
through the live voices of traditional storytellers
and film with Map of Stories Film Ceilidh: Outer
Hebrides (Saturday 15 October). Hosted by
Hebridean storyteller Ian Stephen, with music
from Kenneth Linklater (Lewis).
As events take place across Scotland, SISF
also invites audiences from further afield to join
them at the fireside with its Global Platform, a
series of digital storytelling and development
sessions. Hosted by Festival Director, Donald
Smith, the Global Platform will cover the Art of
the Storyteller (Monday 17 - Friday 21 October),

as well as guide discussion around the history of
oral storytelling and its contemporary renaissance
worldwide through its Global Labs (Monday 24 Fri 28 October), held in association with The Earth
Stories Collection and Earth Charter International.
Plus, from the start of the festival until Wednesday
30 November, SISF invites communities to take
part in The Stone Soup Collective. Based on a
European folk story, in which strangers share a
small amount of food in order to make a larger
meal for everyone to enjoy; at the heart of it is
a message of welcoming strangers, kindness, and
support. Presented in partnership with Re-Act:
Refugee Action Scotland, community Stone Soup
events will bring a ceilidh of stories, song, and
dance to the heart of Scotland’s communities.
Scottish International Storytelling Festival Director,
Donald Smith said: “This is the biggest Storytelling
Festival since it began in 1989. It is our widest reach
culturally, socially and geographically, marking
Scotland's Year of Stories. We are responding to the
cost of living crisis with 145 free events, reducing
ticket prices, offering a uniquely generous Festival
Pass and keeping a specially commissioned digital
programme to provide worldwide reach for those
who cannot or choose not to travel. Everyone is
welcome at our hearthside.”
The Scottish International Storytelling Festival will
take place Friday 14 - Monday 31 October. This year,
when people’s lives are under pressure on all sides,
SISF is striving to make it affordable for everyone.
Tickets to each event cost a maximum of £10,
with family events costing £5 per ticket. For those
planning on attending multiple events, the Festival
Pass offers discounted tickets to many live festival
events, online and at the Scottish Storytelling Centre,
as well as a discount at the Scottish Storytelling
Centre’s bookshop and Haggis Box Café.
Listings Information
Scottish International Storytelling Festival
14 - 31 October 2022
In person in Edinburgh and across Scotland,
and online
For tickets and more info visit www.sisf.org.uk

solved using IoT technology.
One idea is to deploy remote sensors in Pairc to monitor humidity
and temperature levels for its archive of paper-based records and
local artefacts.
Many of these items need to be conserved in a stable environment,
with humidity variation proving a key challenge due to the island
climate.
Adding multiple uses over the same infrastructure is seen
as essential, particularly in more remote areas, to improve the
investment case.

CnES aid for parents in
jobs-search
A

By Taylor Edgar

new Comhairle nan Eilean Siar initiative
wants to hear from island parents
facing employment issues due to childcare
responsibilities.
The Parental Employability Support Fund can
offer training, funding, and childcare support to
help people into employment.
Dolina Smith, Employability Services Manager,
said: “The Parental Employability Support Fund
delivers direct support to individuals in the
Western Isles to address issues of child poverty,
unemployment, under-employment and economic
skills shortages.
“I would encourage any parent, regardless

of current employment status, to contact the
employability team and arrange an initial
discussion.”
Support to boost skills and qualification levels is
available to employed and unemployed parents to
increase a parent’s earning potential.
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar can provide job
preparation support with CV building, job
applications and mock interviews; skill-boosting
through accredited qualifications, vocational
training and the arrangement of work experience
placements; one-to-one mentoring and support on
budgeting.
For more info on drop-in sessions and how you
can get support, please email employability@cnesiar.gov.uk

Loganair’s green cash
S

By Annie Delin

cottish airline Loganair has announced
a further £30,000 available for awards
supporting local renewable energy projects,
as part of its Greenskies Community Fund.
The funds are part of the airline’s plan to
reach to net zero by 2040, and follow six awards
made earlier this year to organisations which are
looking to fund small-scale wind systems, solar
panels, small-scale hydro power and charging
point stations for electric vehicles.
One of the successful projects in the first round
was Stornoway’s Macaulay College, who used
their Greenskies grant to invest in solar panels,
helping to ensure that clean energy is the primary
source for their building.
College founder Roland Engebretsen said: “We
were delighted to be successful in being awarded
the GreenSkies Community Fund grant from
Loganair earlier this year.
“We are using the monies to install new solar
panels which will make a huge difference for our

energy bills this winter as well as give us a cleaner
source of power going forward.”
Luke Lovegrove, chief commercial officer at
Loganair, said: “Following the distribution of
the GreenSkies grants earlier this year, we have
seen fantastic progress amongst the projects that
received funding.
“As we continue to drive forward our
GreenSkies programme to offset carbon emissions
and develop future flight technologies, we also
want to encourage and support like-minded
organisations in communities we serve, in our
shared aim for a greener future”
“We are thrilled that we have been able to
support the efforts of organisations across Scotland
and can now take this a step further with additional
money that helps those across other parts of the
country as they also tackle carbon emissions.”
The Greenskies Community Fund is now
open and applications should be submitted by
Monday 31 October, via the Loganair website at
www.loganair.co.uk/people-planet/communityengagement/.
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Valuable visits to Stornoway
The agenda also included a meeting
with Executive Directors followed by an
open staff meeting. Thanks to all staff who
participated in the open staff meeting, and
indeed to all staff who took part in last
week’s visit.

Gillian McCannon (NHSWI Chair), Caroline Lamb (Chief Executive of NHS Scotland and DirectorGeneral Health and Social Care), Gordon Jamieson (NHSWI Chief Executive) and John Burns (NHS
Scotland Chief Operating Officer).
Hospital at Home, Colon Capsule & eConsult Presentations

Meeting Chemotherapy suite staff

C

hief Executive of NHS Scotland
and Director-General Health and
Social Care, Caroline Lamb, and Chief
Operating Officer, John Burns, had an
enjoyable and valuable visit to Western
Isles Hospital during September.

A presentation on Hospital at Home was
also on the agenda, with discussion about
the Colon Capsule being delivered within
that service, and an update on eConsult.

The purpose of the visit was to thank staff
for their significant and steadfast commitment
to provide high quality healthcare services
to the local population, and in particular, for
their dedicated work and support during the
pandemic. This note of thanks is conveyed to
all staff across NHS Western Isles.

On
the Thursday,
the
Scottish
Government visitors heard a presentation
from Allana Macphee on the First Contact
Physiotherapy Service, before having
an informal meet and greet with a wide
range of our support service staff. This
was followed by a walkaround of Western
Isles Hospital, taking in the Emergency
Department, the Vaccination Centre, and
the Chemotherapy Suite.

During the visit, Ms Lamb and Mr Burns
met with staff across a range of services. On
Wednesday, they heard about the innovative
HeartFlow service from Jane Macdonald,
Radiology Manager, and Dr Dave Rigby,
Realistic Medicine and Therapeutics
Clinical Lead. They then attended one of
our handover huddles, before meeting with
some of our Clinical Support Nurses.

How NHS Western Isles supports staff
wellbeing was high on the agenda, and a
presentation was delivered by some members
of the local Staff Wellbeing Group. They
then met with members of the Integrated
Joint Board to discuss the Barra and Vatersay
Community Campus and the National Care
Plan. This was followed by a site visit to the
developing Goathill care facility.

Ms Lamb said: “It’s been great to meet
with so many staff and to have had the
opportunity to see such a wide range of
services. It’s really important for us to get
out and get much more of a feel for what’s
happening on the ground. This is a huge part
of our role. We have been really impressed
by what we have seen and the innovation
delivered here in the Western Isles. It’s
great to gain a thorough understanding of
some of the challenges that face you as
an island Board, in particular in terms of
demand and the backlog from COVID. It’s
always invaluable to learn about particular
issues in local systems and some of the
solutions you are working though in the
Western Isles.”
Mr Burns also said: “We have had a great
opportunity over the last couple of days to
hear and experience some of the incredible
teamworking and innovation in the Western
Isles and have also gained a sense of some
of the challenges. I’m taking away a lot
in terms of your approach to delivering
services differently and taking services to
people in the community. It’s also been so
helpful to hear about and understand how
you need to be agile and flexible in terms
of your employment and recruitment and
looking at new ways of working."

Suicide prevention Avoiding alcohol during pregnancy
awareness week I
uicide Prevention Awareness Week concluded on Saturday
10 September, which was World Suicide Prevention Day.

nternational Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD)
Awareness Day falls annually on 9 September and the Outer
Hebrides Alcohol & Drug Partnership and NHS Western Isles
used this opportunity to highlight the need for us all to support
women to avoid alcohol in pregnancy.

This year’s theme for Suicide Prevention Week was ‘Creating
Hope, Through Action’.
At any one time around 1 in 25 people in Scotland are contemplating
suicide. Many people have been touched by suicide in some way –
whether it’s themselves, a loved one, or someone they know.
Talking about suicide isn’t a trigger, it can help save a life, and we
must continue to tackle stigma around suicide.
Dr Maggie Watts, NHS Western Isles Director of Public Health,
said: “The emotional impact on families, friends and communities
bereaved by suicide is devastating and can have long lasting negative
effects on those left behind. Every life matters and no death by suicide
should be regarded as either accepted or inevitable.
“The key to achieving this is to be clear that suicide prevention
is everyone’s business. We need to work together across our
communities to identify and support people in distress, strengthen
our response as a whole and save lives.”
The theme of ‘Creating Hope Through Action’ is a reminder that
there is an alternative to suicide and aims to inspire confidence and
a belief in all of us; that our actions, no matter how big or small, may
provide hope to those who are struggling.
Preventing suicide is possible and we are each key players in its
prevention. Through action, you can make a difference to someone
in their darkest moments - as a member of our community, as a child,
as a parent, as a friend, as a colleague or as a neighbour.
The key message is as always:
If you’re worried about someone, such as a friend, family member
or workmate, asking them directly about their feelings. It can help to
save their life.
If you are struggling and would like to speak to someone about
suicidal thoughts, there is help available:
NHS 24 (111)
Breathing Space (0800 83 85 87)
Samaritans (116 123)

It is estimated that around 5 in 100 babies born in the UK are
affected by pre-natal alcohol exposure and the effects are life-long.
A recent study found that 42% of the meconium of newborn babies
(baby’s first poop) showed evidence of the mother having consumed
alcohol during pregnancy.
Children with FASD can have a range of mental, behavioural and
learning disabilities as well as physical disabilities and specific facial
characteristics. When drinking through pregnancy, the alcohol in the
blood stream passes freely through the placenta into the developing
baby. The fetus is completely unprotected from alcohol circulating in
its blood system so the alcohol can destroy brain cells and damage the
nervous system and other organs of the baby at any point during the
pregnancy.
There is no known safe amount of alcohol to drink whilst pregnant
so to reduce the risk, the Chief Medical Officer advises that the safest
approach for women who are planning a pregnancy, who may be
pregnant or for those breastfeeding is to avoid alcohol completely.
To ensure the unborn baby receives the best chance in life avoid
drinking alcohol or using drugs, including smoking and stick to a
healthy diet. If you have any concerns or any other issues, have a
chat with your midwife or doctor who can offer you support, advice
and practical help.
For more information on FASD and why it’s best to avoid alcohol
during pregnancy or when trying for a baby visit Alcohol and
pregnancy | Ready Steady Baby! (nhsinform.scot)
Dr Maggie Watts, Director of Public Health NHS Western Isles
said “Alcohol is the commonest preventable cause of disability, and
its impact is lifelong. Everyone - partners, family, friends, healthcare
staff – has a role to play in supporting women to avoid alcohol use
in pregnancy. Together we can look to reduce the harm caused
by parental alcohol exposure and help our community live happy,
healthier lives. Avoiding alcohol when planning for and during
pregnancy is ideal, and services are there to help if you find this
difficult. You can speak to your midwife or GP or look for services
through the ADP website. Please don’t take chances - give your baby

S

the best start in life by going without alcohol for nine months.”
For parents and carers of children and young people who may
have already been affected by prenatal alcohol exposure visit the
FASD Hub Scotland which offers information and support at https://
bit.ly/3Ql6PcE
If you would like more information on how to reduce your alcohol
intake in preparation for a pregnancy, visit the Scottish Government’s
‘Count14’ website which offers helpful information on reducing
drinking, as well as a useful drinks calculator to help monitor the
amount of units you drink. Visit www.count14.scot
If you would like more information, please contact the Outer
Hebrides Alcohol and Drug Partnership Support Team on 01851
762022 or visit our website: www.outerhebadp.com
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NHSWI launches local vaccination webpage
N

HS Western Isles has developed a new
Vaccination Service section on its publicfacing website (Our Services section) at www.
wihb.scot.nhs.uk

A dedicated section specific to this winter’s
flu and COVID vaccination campaign is heavily
featured. This includes useful advice on how
to prepare for your vaccination appointment
(if eligible and when called), if you need to

reschedule or require transport support to attend
your appointment, are house-bound or have a
medical issue and require a home appointment,
as well as what to do if you have recently tested
positive for COVID-19.
Vaccine information specific to pregnant women
and those planning overseas travel is also detailed,
as well as additional adult vaccine, including
Pneumococcal, Shingles and Monkeypox. Advice

for adults on what to do if a vaccine was missed
during childhood also features.
Parents and carers of children are provided with
a dedicated section on childhood vaccinations, as
offered from babyhood through to young people
aged between 11 to 24 years. This includes vaccine
information relating to the 6-in-1, MenB, Rotavirus,
MMR, HPV and Meningitis ACWY.
View the Vaccination Service website (via Our
Services section) at www.wihb.scot.nhs.uk

Stop!
Think!
Is it an emergency?

Dr. Francis McAuley, NHS Western Isles Medical
Director, wearing an Organ and Tissue Donation
Week promotional t-shirt

Make donation
decision
known
N

HS Western Isles backed Organ and Tissue
Donation Week by encouraging people to
leave no doubt when it comes to their donation
decision.

New figures released to coincide with the Week
(26 September – 2 October) reveal that 47.7 per
cent of people in the NHS Western Isles area have
now registered their donation decision.

The Emergency Department (ED) should
only be used for serious and life threatening
illness and injury.
You can help us provide the best possible care to the most
unwell patients by using the ED only when you need it.
If you come to the ED and it’s not an emergency, we may ask you to go to
your GP or Pharmacy, or to call NHS24 (111).
If you have a minor illness and have access to a Pharmacy, you should
attend your Pharmacy for advice. Alternatively, very mild illnesses are best
treated through self-care. Visit www.nhsinform.scot for useful advice.
Please contact your GP during business hours if you have an illness or
injury that won’t go away and that isn’t an emergency; or NHS24 out of
hours (111) if you are too ill to wait until your GP Practice opens.

Of that figure, 44.3 per cent have recorded their
decision to be a donor on the NHS Organ Donor
Register, with 3.4 per cent choosing to opt out.
In Scotland, everyone has a choice when it
comes to organ and tissue donation - to be a donor,
or to opt out.
If people aged 16 and over choose to do nothing,
it is assumed they agree to be a donor if they die
in circumstances where donation is possible, unless
they are in a group for whom the opt out system
does not apply or it would be against their views.
Dr Francis McAuley, NHS Western Isles Medical
Director, said:“In Scotland, around 500 people
on average are waiting on an organ transplant,
however only around one per cent of people die in
a way that makes organ donation possible.
“That means every opportunity for donation is
precious. I’d encourage people to help make Organ
and Tissue Donation Week count by recording their
decision and sharing it with family and friends.”
Minister for Public Health, Maree Todd,
said:“There are so many inspiring stories which
show the difference a transplant can make to
someone’s life.
“I’d like to thank everyone who has taken the
time to think about their donation decision and
make it known by recording it on the NHS Organ
Donor Register.
“Donation remains a personal decision, but
whatever you decide, recording it and sharing
it with loved ones can make it easier for them to
ensure it is honoured. I hope Organ and Tissue
Donation Week prompts more of those important
conversations.”
People can register their donation decision and
find out more at www.organdonation.scot or by
calling 0300 123 2323.
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Aged 65 or over?
Smoking
banned near
hospital
buildings
P

atients and healthcare staff will no longer
face second-hand smoke at hospital doors
as a nationwide ban came into effect from
Monday 5 September.
The new legislation means anyone found
lighting up within 15 metres of a hospital building
could face a fixed penalty notice of £50 or a fine of
up to £1,000 if the case goes to court.
This is the latest step in the Scottish Government’s
plan to create a tobacco free Scotland by 2034
and supports the voluntary smoke-free hospital
grounds policy introduced in 2015.
The new law will apply to NHS hospital settings
used for the treatment and care of patients and
includes a ban on lighting up beneath overhanging
structures.
Public Health Minister Maree Todd said:
“Everyone knows that smoking is bad for our
health and hospital patients in particular, should
be protected from the harmful effects of secondhand smoke.
“This new law is the latest step in our bold plan
to make Scotland tobacco-free by 2034 – building
on our dedicated stop-smoking services and early
intervention measures that stop youngsters picking
up the habit altogether.
Anyone looking to quit smoking should contact
the local Quit Your Way Hebrides team on 01851
701623 or email: wi.hebridesquityourway@nhs.
scot or speak to their local pharmacy to discuss
the range of help available.”
ASH Scotland Chief Executive Sheila Duffy said:
“Extending current legislation to include outdoor
areas will have the positive impact of protecting
people from the harmful effects of breathing in
toxic tobacco smoke through vents, windows,
or doorways while they are being treated and
recovering in hospital.
“We urge people who smoke to be considerate
in remaining outside the 15-metre perimeter,
ensuring hospital patients do not face unnecessary
additional risks to their health caused by inhaling
harmful substances.”

You will be
contacted soon
about your winter
vaccines
appointment.
Eligible individuals will be
contacted when it is their turn
to be invited for vaccination.
Keep a look out for the next
eligible groups being invited, as well
as forthcoming clinics in your local area.
For further information on eligibility for the
COVID-19 and flu vaccines this winter, visit:

www.wihb.scot.nhs.uk/vaccination-services
To amend/cancel your appointment, or if you require transport
support, contact 0808 196 8383 or email: wi.covidvax@nhs.scot

ACC ES SING HE A LTHCA RE
THE EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT (ED):

ALTERNATIVES:

The ED should only be used for serious and
life threatening illness and injury.

• Self Care: advice at
www.nhsinform.scot

You can help us provide the best possible
care to the most unwell patients by using
the ED only when you need it.

• Pharmacy: for a minor illness
• GP: during business hours
• NHS24 (111): out of hours
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Volunteer Opportunities

T

ha sinn a’ sireadh luchd saor-thoileach càirdeil airson an seirbheis againn anns na h-eileanan!
The Volunteer Centre Western Isles is delighted to be working with Food Train to bring
services to older people throughout the Western Isles. The Volunteer Centre Western Isles has
branches in Uist, Barra, Harris and Lewis.
A home cooked meal and a friendly chat are essential to help combat malnutrition, loneliness
and isolation but rural and remote locations present their own unique challenges, especially
when looking for volunteers. Can you help?
Are you or anyone you know in the Western Isles looking for a truly rewarding and unique
volunteering opportunity and can spare a portion of your home cooked meal, once a week to
share with an older neighbour, please let us know.

Become a

PATIENT FEEDBACK
VOLUNTEER

W

e’re looking for warm, friendly volunteers
who are good conversationalists to help
us gather vital feedback from our patients and
families about their experiences. Volunteers will
be home based and will be calling our service users
who have given us consent to contact them to ask
for some feedback about the care we provide.
This role is a great opportunity to be part of a team who are making long
term improvements in the way we provide support to people facing death,
dying or bereavement, to ensure they have the best possible experience that
reflects what is important to them.
We’re looking for volunteers who can spare 3-4 hours a week and have
a suitable place available to them to make calls where they will not be
disturbed. Our aim is to make these calls feel less like a survey, and more like
a conversation with the opportunity for our service users to give us important
feedback and their views.
If you like speaking to others, are outgoing and confident and have good
organisational skills then this could be the opportunity for you.

Could you offer assistance to an older person in Scotland?
Food Train Connects provide the following
volunteering opportunities:

shopping friend
Carry out and deliver a grocery shop for an
older person on a regular basis.

phone friend
Provide a friendly chat on the phone to an
older person on a regular basis.

befriender
Help alleviate feelings of loneliness and
isolation by befriending an older person.

administrator
Assisting with administration tasks at our
Glasgow office.

fundraiser
Choose from a menu of fundraising ideas to
help support the work of Food Train.

link volunteer
Visit an older person to make them aware of
the Food Train services available to them.

For more information please contact marion@volunteercentrewi.org

cook
Cook and share a home cooked meal with
an older person on a regular basis

online shopper
Assist an older person by placing online
shops for them when required.

shopping companion
Take an older person out to the shop for
their grocery shopping.

leaflet distributor
Spread the word to older people in your
community by handing out leaflets.

member supporter
Make calls to older people receiving a Food
Train service.

branch volunteer
Volunteer at one of our Food Train branches

No formal education or experience required. We are looking for people who are reliable, friendly,
sociable and patient with a caring manner. Full training and support will be provided by the Food Train
Connects team.

Fancy being part of
OH!CON? Oh, you are a star!

W

e need lovely people to help out on the day and at some of the
events leading up to OH!CON.

As a volunteer, you will get the opportunity to be part of a wonderful team
of fellow nerds, enjoy a range of activities and help us make OH!CON a
success (and possibly the start of an annual event).
Depending on your age, you will be slotted into one of two categories of
volunteers:
• Hobbits: for volunteers aged 12 to 15 years.
You’ll need permission from a parent or guardian.
• Elves: for volunteers aged 16 years+
We Need volunteers for:
Pre & Post Preparations		

Please get in contact for more information.
Marion: marion@volunteercentrewi.org
or your local Volunteer Centre Western Isles Branch.

Stewards

Guest Liaison			First Aiders
For more information and an application form
contact Marion: marion@volunteercentrewi.org

www.tsiwi.org
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Advice and assistance

Alasdair
Allan
Alasdair
Allan
Alasdair
Allan
Constituency
Office
Constituency
Office
Constituency Office

20Kenneth
Kenneth
Street,
20
Street,
20
Kenneth
Street,
Stornoway
HS1
2DR
Stornoway
HS1
2DR
Stornoway HS1 2DR

Beauty, hairdessing,
massage and wellbeing

Therapies
A&M
Physiotherapy
Tel: 07711 882594 / 01851 860633

• Advanced masseur • Reiki
• Swedish massage
• Sports massage
• Therapeutic massage

Tel:
700357
Tel:01851
01851
700357
Tel: 01851 700357

9.30am
- 5pm
9.30am
- 5pm
9.30am - 5pm
Website: www.alasdairallan.scot
Website:
www.alasdairallan.scot
Website:
www.alasdairallan.scot
Email:
alasdair.allan.msp@parliament.scot
Email:
alasdair.allan.msp@parliament.scot
Email: alasdair.allan.msp@parliament.scot

MacNeil MP
Angus B MacNeil MP

Constituency Office
31 Bayhead Street, Stornoway,
Isle of Lewis HS1 2DU

advertising@hebevents.com
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Building /planning Services
Tel: 01851 705015
info@lewisbuilders.co.uk
Rigs Road, Stornoway HS1 2RF www.lewisbuilders.co.uk

Building Contractors – Joiners, Painter &
Decorators, Scaffolders, Bricklayers,
Civil Engineers, Plant Operators.

John Murray & Co Ltd
Building contractors

Treatments available in Lewis and Harris

Established 1971, trading for over 50 years

Please call 01851 860633 and leave your contact details

WE UNDERTAKE ALL BUILDING WORK
› JOINERY CONSTRUCTION › ROOFING › CARPENTRY

Evening appointments and home visits

58 Seaforth Road, Stornoway HS1 2SD

Na h-Eileanan an Iar

Available for surgeries
All enquiries welcome

01851 705743

TEL (01851) 703854 admin@johnmurray.uk.com
www.johnmurrayltd.co.uk
Stylists: Louise • Zoe • Eilidh • Fiona Beautician: Tracey
EAR PIERCING AVAILABLE

Tigi products & Gift vouchers available

Tel: 01851 702272

Open: Monday - Saturday 9.30-6pm & late night Thursdays

E-Mail: angus.macneil.mp@parliament.uk

58 Keith Street, Stornoway HS1 2JG

Lewis Roofing

Tel: 01851 705986
HAVE YOU A PROBLEM WITH DRINK?

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS Taigh Sàmhchair
0131 225 2727 (Helpline) or 07770 827 634

professional counselling and psychotherapy

Hereward Proops MBACP (Accred)

Accredited Member of the British Association for Counselling and Psychotherapy

Air conditioning/
Refrigeration
Tel: 01851 705015
info@lewisbuilders.co.uk
Rigs Road, Stornoway HS1 2RF www.lewisbuilders.co.uk

All Industrial and Commercial Refrigeration
and Air-Conditioning works carried out –
Install, Servicing and Repair. FGAS Registered.

Alterations

(01851) 871094 / mob 07815662208

Tangles Hair Design
Maggie, Joan, Emma, Julia & Marianne

6A BELLS ROAD, STORNOWAY TEL: 01851 700270

t: 01851 70 6699 m: 07769 613 622 e: kaysstitches@yahoo.com
Kay MacLeod, Office 4, Clinton’s Yard, Rigs Road, Stornoway HS1 2RF

Barbers
MURDO FERGUSON
TRAVELLING BARBER

Have your hair cut in the comfort of your own home

Phone Murdo on 07799 026 506 / 01851 830477

Western Isles Bricklaying
& Landscaping Service
• Walls • Garages • Concreting • Roughcasting
• Patios • Lockblock driveways etc
NO JOB TOO SMALL COMPETITIVE RATES

TEL 01851 704053

Building /planning Services

A.G.MURRAY

• Alterations
• Dressmaking
• Tailoring

Distance no object

herewardproops@gmail.com

Wall & Floor Tiler
Bathrooms, Kitchens, Showers etc

Tel: (01851) 702980
Mob: 07923967602

Duncan Mackay & Sons Ltd
Parkend Industrial Estate, Sandwick
Isle of Lewis HS2 0AN

Tel: 01851 704555 Fax: 01851 700374
www.dmackayandsons.co.uk

Hebridean Domestic Energy

■ Air Tightness Testing
■ Energy Certification (New Houses)
■ EPC (Existing Houses)
■ Project Management
■ PCC for Mortgages

M A Murray Consulting Ltd
Tel: 01851 705893
Mobile: 07917 711921
murdo@murdoamurrayconsulting.com

MOBILE 07974 543209

WORKING AT HEIGHT
HEBRIDES HEIGHTS: ROPE ACCESS SPECIALISTS
Expertly providing safe access to any
high or difficult working environment.
All trades, safety and survey work carried out.
Historic Buildings • Roofing Work
Bridges • Tree Surgery Removal • Masts
• Cliff Safety • Safety Boats
• Painting • Inspection
Mobile: 07766 570060
info@hebridesheights.co.uk
www.hebridesheights.co.uk

Cleaning Services
Donny’s Cleaning Services
Window Cleaning and Powerwashing Specialist
Chemical Roughcast cleaning
07724 452000

01851 704344
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Fuel

Deliveries and Storage

Stornoway, Isle of Lewis

Funeral/memorial services

Fast, friendly delivery from your
local Stornoway team

• Single items • Pianos • Light Removals

– Reliable service –

07795150545
Heating oil
Diesel & petrol
Gasoil

HVO
Marine gasoil
Oil tanks

AdBlue
Additives
Payment plan

House and home

0800 224 224
www.highlandfuels.co.uk

D R MACLEOD LTD

Haulage, storage and Hi-Ab crane hire
Container
Sales & Hire
Self storage
facility

Varied sizes of
storage units and
containers
Stornoway: 01851 705 217
Uist: 01876 500 800
Inverness: 01463 715 217
Glasgow: 07500 886 341

Lewis & Harris
Grounds Maintenance

Your local fuel and
lubricant supplier

Garden and Croft Maintenance

Home heating | Agriculture | Business

SERVICES
• Grass Cutting - Strimming / Mowing
• Croft Rush Cutting
• Lawn Moss Removal
• Hedge Trimming
• Rotovating / Cultivating
• Window / Solar Panel Cleaning
• Snow Clearing / Gritting
And MORE… Call us to find out!

Fast | Friendly | Reliable service

Call your local depot on

www.drmacleod.net info@drmacleod.net

01851 703484

Engineering & welding

Memorials Ltd

Jon Hearach
Memorials Ltd

• Memorial, renovations and
additional inscription carried out
in any cemetery

Welding | Engineering | Blacksmith

Parkend Industrial Estate, Isle of Lewis HS2 0AN

30/09/2015 15:06:48

TradiTional, individual
memorials and everlasTing TribuTes

I M Murray Engineering Ltd
Email: office@immurrayengineering.co.uk

07375 636646
07760 151729

Funeral/memorialJonservices
Hearach

M2110 - Scottish Fuels advertising - Stornoway_P2.indd 1

Tel: 01851 705116

Give us a call for a quote today!

part of
certas energy

• Family run business
• Covering the Western Isles to
Badenoch & Strathspey

• Home visits arranged to suit you
Traditional, Individual And Everlasting Memorials
• Telephone or visit our website for our

Jon Hearach
Memorials Ltd

Home & Floors

Jon HearachCarpets, vinyls, laminate,
helpful brochure via mail

• No obligation quotes and drawings
MEMORIALS, RENOAVATIONS AND ADDITIONAL
INSCRIPTIONS CARRIED OUT IN ANY Unit
CEMETERY
33 Carsegate Road
Inverness IV3 8EX
Tel: 01463
711287
HOME VISITS ARRANGED TO SUIT
YOU
Mobile: 07798 734778
email: hearachworks@aol.com
TELEPHONE FOR OUR HELPFUL BROCHURE
VIA
POST
www.jonhearach.co.uk

Memorials LtdLVT, Karndean, wood, beds,

Electrical Installation,
inspection, testingTradiTional, individual
TradiTional, individual
UNIT 33 CARSEGATE ROAD, INVERNESS, IV3 8EX

furniture, Apollo blinds,
Free quotation Free delivery
Tel: 810133 / 07901 874 224
www.jonhearach.co.uk | Email: hearachworks@aol.com
• Memorial, renovations and
kevin.macrae.29@hotmail.co.uk• Memorial, renovations and
additional inscription carried out
additional inscription carried out Guaranteed lowest price

Free estimates

memorials
NIC EIC registered

and everlasTing TribuTes

memorials and everlasTing TribuTes

TEL: 01463 711287 • MOB: 07798 734778

in any cemetery
Tel: 01851 705015
info@lewisbuilders.co.uk
Rigs Road, Stornoway HS1 2RF www.lewisbuilders.co.uk
• Family run business

in any cemetery

Martins

• Family run business

Tel: 01851 702383

Covering the Western Isles to
• Covering the Western Isles18
to Scotland St, Stornoway HS1 2JQ
Electrical – Industrial, Commercial and •Domestic
Memorials
Ltd & Strathspey sales@homeandfloors.co.uk
Badenoch & Strathspey
Badenoch
works – all Electrical works carried out.
HEADSTONES & MONUMENTS
• Home visits arranged to suitAdditional
you
• Home
visits arranged to suit you
inscription,
cleaning

LOCAL HANDYMAN

& general
maintenance
ELECTRICAL
• Telephone or visit our website for
our
• Telephone or visit our website for our

Email: info@norserv.co.uk Tel: 01859 421031

• Electrical Design,
helpful brochure via mail Call in and see ushelpful
at the brochure via mail
Installation and
Gardening, Grass Cutting, Painting,
office
or
phone
us
on
01851
703984
Maintenance.
• No obligation quotes and drawings
• No obligation quotes and drawings
Plumbing,
Bathroom, Joinery, General
• Rewiring
10 Bells Road, Stornoway
• Planning
Repairs, Chimney Sweeping
info@martinsmemorialsltd.co.uk
• PAT Testing

Unit 33 Carsegate Road
Inverness IV3 8EX
Tel: 01463 711287
Mobile: 07798 734778

Unit 33 Carsegate Road
Inverness IV3 8EX
Tel: 01463 711287
Mobile: 07798 734778

To advertise in EVENTS,
email: hearachworks@aol.com
email: hearachworks@aol.com
email advertising@hebevents.com
www.jonhearach.co.uk
www.jonhearach.co.uk

• No job too small • Competitive prices
• Reliable Service

Call anytime for a no obligation quote

Tel: 07990692740
Evening 01851 709032
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House and home

Joinery/windows

Tel: 01851 700292 Mob: 07496 097931
Email: info@westernislesfire.co.uk
Clintons Yard Stornoway

Picture Framing Service
Large selection of mounts and mouldings in stock

BLACK LAB GALLERY

WEST TARBERT, ISLE OF HARRIS
OPEN ALL YEAR
MONDAY to SATURDAY 10am – 6pm
Contact: John Macleod on 01859 502433
or email john.macleod70@btinternet.com

Interior finishings, stairs and sash + case windows
cupboards, doors, fire surrounds, garden gates etc
Contact Gil Macleod, Clinton’s Yard, Unit 10B,
Rigs Road, Stornoway 01851 703736 or 07747 812910

MANUFACTURERS AND INSTALLERS OF HIGH
PERFORMANCE PVCU WINDOWS AND DOORS
Wide range of styles - available in White, Rosewood or Golden Oak
Full range of fascias, soffits and cladding
Pilkington energiKareTM Classic with Argon Gas - fitted as standard for superior thermal efficiency
SUPPLY ONLY OR SUPPLY AND FIT

JOINERY

Email: info@norserv.co.uk Tel: 01859 421031
Denture Specialists, Repairs, Alterations
Replacement dentures.

Call Paul on (01851) 890338
Island specialists for all your denture needs!

Burnside Garage, North Bragar

01851
710350

■ MF PARTS NEW AND USED ■ TRACTOR SPARES
■ MASSEY TRACTORS WANTED FOR PARTS

Unit 1-4 Parkend Industrial Estate, Stornoway
TEL: 01851 704973
FAX: 01851 703003
WEB: www.nessglaze.co.uk EMAIL: enquiries@nessglaze.co.uk

Black Lab Photos and Frames
THE DENTAL LABORATORY

Motor services and car hire

DENIS AUTOS

EQUIPMENT SALES & SERVICE

www.westernislesfire.co.uk
MURDO MACIVER
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• Kit Houses
• Extensions
• Renovations
• Kitchen/Bathrooms
• Roofing
• Maintenance

• Tyre supply and fit • Wheel Balancing
• Laser wheel Alignment
• Wheel collection service available on request
(from home or Business)
• Waiting room on premises • Open Saturdays
T: 01851 701112 M: 07825 649770
17 Inaclete Road, Stornoway
OPENING TIMES: MON 8AM-5PM
TUES-FRI 8AM-5.30PM SAT 8AM-12PM

Motor services and car hire

BEATON’S GARAGE

| Car & Van sales & services | MOT preparation

IT and digital

Computer Services
Running Slow?
Virus Problems?
Internet Problems?

=

07778 806610 / 01851 701018

7 Bells Road, Stornoway

@BeatonsGarage

Donald Campbell
Motors Established 1972

T: 01851 702039
E: support@otitc.co.uk

Upper Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis HS2 0LT

Tel 01851 820292

www.otitc.co.uk

www.dmkautos.com
dmkautos@mail.com

For first class workmanship at reasonable prices
Mob: 07920 483 899 Home: 01851 704 125
Email: edwardmould@btinternet.com

0800 36 36 36

All makes serviced and repaired
Marybank, Stornoway, Isle of Lewis HS2 0DF

Tel: 01851 702326

iain@lavasgarage.co.uk www.lavasgarage.co.uk

Contact us via: www.donaldcampbellmotors.co.uk

Unit 3, Rigs Road, Stornoway, Isle of Lewis, HS1 2RF

Eddie Mould (Joiner)

Sub-contractor for vehicle glass
repair and replacement services to

Vauxhall and Citroën
approved Service Dealer

Caberfeidh Road,
Stornoway HS1 2SE
Tel: 01851 70 4016

Joinery/windows

Bells Road, Stornoway
Tel 01851 705538
• All car body repairs • Windscreen replacement • Windscreen chip repairs

LAVA’S GARAGE LTD

Quick Repairs
Cost Effective Repair
Trusted Service

Business IT Support
Computer Repairs
Refurbished Computers

SPECIALIST IN CAR BODY REPAIRS AND REFINISHING

Open Mon - Fri:
8am - 5-30pm

CARS,VANS & MOTORBIKES

• MOT test centre • Servicing
• Mechanical repairs • Safety Checks
• Brake Checks • Wheel alignment
• Air con servicing and recharge
• Electrical diagnostic and repair

• 4 Wheel
MOT TEST
Alignment
CENTRE
• Aircon
Classes
Recharge
1, 2, 4, 5, 7

CAR SALES AT
LAVAS GARAGE LTD
NEW AND USED CARS SUPPLIED
CONTACT:
MORRISON
CONTACT:DONNIE
IAIN MACLEOD
TEL: 07539109109
OR 702326
TEL: 01851 702326

Marybank Garage, Stornoway

Tel 01851 702959

lewistyreservice@gmail.com

Lewis Tyre Services
NO.1 FOR TYRES,
EXHAUSTS AND BATTERIES
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Plant hire

Plant hire

NORRIES GARAGE

D A MACIVER DIGGER HIRE

GOOD RANGE OF TYRES IN STOCK

• Cars and Commercial Servicing and Repairs •
• MOT • Tyres • Wheel Alignment & Wheel Balancing •
• Large Stock of Truck and Trailer Parts •

■ Access Roads
■ Driveways

TEL: 01851 705398

43 BELLS ROAD, STORNOWAY, ISLE OF LEWIS HS1 2RL

Tel: 01851 705 551 Mob: 07769712170

Manor Garage

■ Site Clearance
■ Services

For a free quotation or estimate call
Tel: 01851 703425 Mob: 07881 978714

■ Concrete Works ■ Site Clearances ■ Access Roads
■ Landscaping ■ Driveways ■ Tar Preparation
■ Drainage ■ Digger Hire ■ Tipper Hire ■ Top Soil
■ Polycrub groundworks and construction

Email: info@norriesgarage.co.uk

■ Drainage
■ Landscaping

Parklea Newpark, Newmarket

e: donsoval44@btinternet.com

Plumbing & heating

alec.mackenzie@btconnect.com

Tel: 01851 705015
info@lewisbuilders.co.uk
Rigs Road, Stornoway HS1 2RF www.lewisbuilders.co.uk

Perceval Road South, Stornoway HS1 2EU

Oil & Gas work, Domestic and Non-Domestic
installation and servicing. Heat pump installation
and servicing. GasSafe registered. Oftec registered

Tel/Fax: 01851 701538 Email: iain@manorgarage.net

Servicing, Repairs, Welding, MOT prep and Wax oil

Bob Golland

Plumbing & Heating
Oil Boiler Specialist

• Oil boiler installation servicing & repairs
• Oil boiler commissioning

DIGGER HIRE
ANGUS GILLIES

To advertise in EVENTS,
email advertising@
hebevents.com

• SITE CLEARANCE
• ACCESS ROADS
• TRACKS
• EXCAVATIONS

Contact: 01851 871107 Mob: 07833 680087

• DITCHING & TRENCHING
• LANDSCAPING
• SERVICES
• DEMOLITIONS

Nicolson Plumbing
Registered Plumber

07899 798 159

For a free Quotation/Estimate call:
Tel: 01851 70 6860 Mob: 07765181309
Email: angusgillies4@googlemail.com • 79b Newmarket

2 Lower Shader

Professional Services
HIGHLANDS & ISLANDS
RETIREMENT MORTGAGE SOLUTIONS

Money from property could it be right for you?

Specialist Equity Release Advisers

*This is a lifetime mortgage. To understand the
features and risks, ask for a personalised illustration.

01463 216216 01851 605000 07774 813621

u

Equity release includes Lifetime Mortgages and Home Reversion
Schemes. We can advise on and arrange Lifetime Mortgages and
ScottishIslands
IslandsExplorer
ExplorerMagazine
Magazineshows
showsyou
you will refer to an approved specialist for Home Reversion Schemes.
Scottish

www.hirms.co.uk

thewonders
wondersof
ofthe
theScottish
Scottishislands
islandsfrom
fromthe
the
the

A fee of £995 on completion will be payable if you
decide to proceed with a mortgage application.

comfortof
ofyour
yourhome.
home.
A Scottish Equity Release Company
comfort

John MacAskill t/a Highlands & Islands Retirement Mortgage Solutions is an appointed representative of HL Partnership Limited which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

EXPLORER

r 2022 £4.95

October / Novembe

VOL. 23 NO. 137

Subscribe to the hard copy or the digital copy at
at
www.scottishislandsexplorer.com or buy a one-off copy at
www.etsy.com/uk/shop/StornowayMedia

EXPLORER

r 2022 £4.95

August / Septembe

VOL. 23 NO. 136

LANDS
SCOTTISH IS

EXPLORER
June / July 2022

£4.95

VOL. 23 NO. 135

From barley
to bottle
From
Stornoway
to Staﬀa…

The Isle
of Muck

Cycling
to Flotta

Dancing ladies
on Gigha

The only
magazine
devoted to
exploring
the islands
of Scotland

Shetland Ponies...
heroes of mines
Sea routes protect
isles’ coasts

Tiree’s
heritage centre
Orphir – an
ancient parish

The ﬂora of
Lismore
A great time
on Gigha

OF SCOTLAND

Home triumph
for artist Tom
Back in time at
Stromness Museum
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08>

10>

23rd year of publication

9 771476 646047

Islay and Jura
in 1990

St Blane
of Bute

23rd year of publication

ING THE ISLANDS
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THE ONLY MAGAZIN
Artist travels to
Barra & Vatersay

646047
9 771476
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thehard
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copyatat
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www.scottishislandsexplorer.com or
orbuy
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one-offcopy
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Work carried out with a range of portable plant throughout the Highlands and Islands.

The Boat Yard, Goat Island, Stornoway HS1 2RS
Tel: 01851 704411
Email: office@macmillanengineering.co.uk
Web: macmillanengineering.co.uk

DS
SCOTTISH ISLAN

23rd year of publication

Macmillan Engineering Ltd carry out a comprehensive range of engineering services. These
include marine servicing through to complete boat refits. Our engineering facilities include turning,
milling and boring machines. We have two large fabrication sheds with facilities for cutting,
t
forming and welding ferrous and non-ferrous materials for structural and pipe fabrications.
We carry out High- Pressure water blasting and shot blasting and full painting services.

DS
SCOTTISH ISLAN

9 771476 646047
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the linda norgrove foundation

CHEERing Afghanistan…launch of
Pilot Health Project in Herat
T

By Sophie Brown

he Linda Norgrove Foundation has paid £4,638 to fund a
six-month pilot project in Herat, in western Afghanistan
supporting mothers and children suffering due to extreme
economic hardship and malnutrition.
At present it is not unusual for mothers to only have contact
with health care professionals whilst in labour. Women have no
prenatal care, infants have no postpartum or paediatric care, and
families do not have enough food or clothing. Midwives are
desperately looking for clothing donations to give out to newborns in the hospitals.
CHEERing has an international profile and a track record of
working with Afghan refugees in Greece. Co-ordinated by the

Plumbing & heating
PLUMBING

Email: info@norserv.co.uk Tel: 01859 421031

• Installations
• Oil Boiler Servicing
& Repair
• Toilet repairs
• Burst Pipes
• Blockages

A.D. MACDONALD & SON
(PLUMBING AND HEATING ENGINEERS)
88 KEITH STREET STORNOWAY

Tel: (01851) 702650 admacdonaldandson@hotmail.com
Specialists in Solid Fuel, Gas, and Oil-Fired Heating
Installations, all types of Plumber Work and Fitted Kitchen

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING AND HEATING NEEDS!
SUPPLIERS OF OIL, GAS AND SOLID FUEL
WIDE RANGE OF WOOD AND MULTI-FUEL STOVES

Unit 5, Rigs Road, Stornoway HS1 2RF

Tel: 01851 703818 Email: neil@fergusons.uk.com

WWW.FERGUSONS.UK.COM
• OFTEC REGISTERED

• GAS SAFE REGISTERED: No 187000

• MEMBERS OF SNIPEF

Afghan team in Greece, CHEERing will work with colleagues in
Herat to support mothers and infants, fight for women’s rights,
enable access to healthcare, and provide work for women
working in health.
The CHEERing Grow Clinic in Herat is run by three Afghan
women: Samana, a midwife, Dr Somaye, a fully qualified medic,
and Basira, an anaesthesiology student. These women are now
providing health care for mothers, babies, and children two days
per week – weighing and measuring babies, providing medical
treatment, and managing cases of malnourished children.
Dr Somaye will also offer weekly presentations to mothers,
on topics such as breastfeeding, dental health, and worm
prevention, as well as supplying equipment and medicines to
improve overall health.

Religious services

Let the people praise Thee, Lord
Be by all that live adored
Let the nations shout and sing

The project is a brilliant example of what can be achieved
through the funding of better education and practical on the
ground interventions. If you would like to learn more and
support this project, or similar work that the Linda Norgrove
Foundation is involved in, please look at their website at www.
lindanorgrovefoundation.org.

Taxis

Songs of Praise - October
God of mercy, God of grace
Show the brightness of Thy face
Shine upon us, Saviour shine
Fill Thy church with light Devine
And Thy saving health extend
Onto earth’s remotest end

The team in Afghanistan have already rented a space and set
up the clinic. In the last fortnight Samana has seen up to 30
families per week. Six severely malnourished children have been
identified and their families are being given additional support.
The project workers will continue to monitor these children on
an ongoing basis. Additional supplies, including vitamins and
nappy rash cream have been purchased and health handouts
have been produced in Farsi.

Glory to their Saviour King
At Thy feet their tribute pay
And Thy Holy Will obey
Let the people praise their Lord
Earth shall then her fruits afford
God to man His blessing give
All below and all above
One in joy and light and love
(submitted)

Renewable energy
Tel: 01851 705015
info@lewisbuilders.co.uk
Rigs Road, Stornoway HS1 2RF www.lewisbuilders.co.uk

Renewables – Install and Service
Ground Source/Air Source Heat Pumps,
Solar Pv and Solar Thermal.

STS TAXIS…40 years on!
Stornoway Taxi and Courier Service
Unit 1, McArthurs Yard, Rigs Road, Stornoway, HS1 2RF
– ESTABLISHED 1976 –
CONTRACTS, FERRY, AIRPORT & TOUR RUNS TAKEN.
5 CARS AVAILABLE AWAYS RELIABLE & COURTEOUS

Available 24/7 & 365 days a year

TEL. 01851 704444/704177
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New books at Western Isles Libraries
FICTION
ARCHER, Rosie

The timber girls

BALDACCI, David

The 6:20 man

Saga

BATUMAN, Elif

Either/Or

BRETT, Simon

Death and the decorator

COLGAN, Jenny

An island wedding

CONNOLLY, John

The Furies: two Charlie Parker novels

DAVIS, Lindsey

Desperate undertaking

Thriller
General Fiction
Crime

TRIGIANI, Adriana

The good left undone

General Fiction

TROW, M.J.

The Yeoman’s tale

Historical Crime

TYCE, Harriet

It ends at midnight

Crime

WALKER, Martin

To kill a troubadour

Crime

WINSPEAR, Jacqueline

A sunlit weapon

Crime

NON FICTION

General Fiction
Crime

Realm of darkness

Historical Crime

FELLOWES, Jessica

The best friend

General Fiction

FLETCHER, C.A.

Dead water: a novel of folk horror Science Fiction

GREGORY, Susanna

The Pudding Lane plot

Historical Crime

HARROD-EAGLES, Cynthia The affairs of Ashmore Castle Historical Fiction
HELLER, Mandasue

Running scared

Thriller

HOLLAND, Lucy

Sistersong

HOROWITZ, Anthony

The twist of a knife

HURLEY, Graham

Lights down

JACOBS, Anna

A Valley dream

Saga

JOHNSTONE, Carole

The black house

Thriller

Historical Fiction
Crime
Thriller

JONASSON, Ragnar

Outside Thriller

JONES, Sadie

Amy & Lan

General Fiction

KELLY, Cathy

The wedding party

General Fiction

KENT, Christobel

In deep water

Thriller

KIRK, J.D.

Westward

Crime

KIRK, J.D.

City of Scars

Crime

LA PLANTE, Lynda

Dark rooms

Crime

LANCASTER, Neil

The blood tide

Thriller

LEATHER, Stephen

Dirty War

Thriller

LITTEKEN, Erin

The memory keeper of Kyiv

MACKINTOSH, Clare

The last party

General Fiction
Crime

I'll die after bingo: the unlikely story of my
decade as a care home assistant

MARY, Ellen

How to grow a garden: a beginner's guide to
creating a thriving outdoor space

RNLI Lifeboats with
Nikki Croft-Girvan

Saved from the waves:
animal rescues of the RNLI

HALL, Graeme

Perfectly imperfect puppy: the ultimate
life-changing programme for training a wellbehaved, happy dog

GOUDERCOURT, Clive

National Trust favourite recipes

MENDEZ, Liberty ed.

Best biscuits

OATES, Joyce Carol

Night, neon and other stories of suspense
Short Stories

PARETSKY, Sara

Overboard

Crime

BACKSHALL ,
Steve and Helen Glover

Wildlings: how to raise your family in nature

PATTERSON, James

22 Seconds

Crime

OAKENFOLD, Paul

PEARSE, Lesley

Deception

General Fiction

Ready steady go: my unstoppable journey in
dance

REED, Di

Dolly Cutag

Historical Fiction

BLACKWELL, Chris

The islander: my life in music and beyond

REYNOLDS, Alastair

Eversion

ROSS, Ricky

Walking back home: Deacon Blue & me

ROBOTHAM, Michael

Lying beside you

Thriller

RANI, Anita

The right sort of girl

RYAN, Anthony

The Martyr

Fantasy

BENJAMIN, Floella

What are you doing here? : my autobiography

SEYMOUR, Gerald

The foot soldiers

Thriller

LEWIS, Damien

The flame of resistance: the untold story of
Josephine Baker's secret war

STEEL, Danielle

Suspects

General Fiction

SWAN, Karen

The last summer

Romantic Fiction

TAYLOR, C.L.

The guilty couple

Thriller

TOPE, Rebecca

Betrayal in the Cotswolds

Crime

PACE-HUMPHREYS, Sabrina Black sheep: a story of rural racism, identity
and hope

Castlebay Library

01859 502971
:

10am - 1pm & 4 - 6pm

Wednesday/Diciadain :

10am - 1pm & 4 - 6pm

Wednesday/Diciadain :

10am - 1pm & 4 - 6pm

Thursday/Diardaoin

10am - 1pm & 4 - 6pm

Thursday/Diardaoin

:

10am - 1pm & 4 - 6pm

10am -1pm

Saturday/Disathairne

:

10am -1pm

:

Stornoway Library

MACILLEATHAIN,
Ruaraidh G.

Cha till mise : conbhoidhean dhan Ruis
anns an Darna Cogadh

Liniclate Library
01870 603691

01851 822744
Tuesday/Dimàirt

:

10am - 1 pm & 4 - 6pm

Paranormality Magazine Sep 2022, monthly
Time for Kids

Culture

Sep 2022, fortnightly

Kids & teens

Army of Darkness Vs Reanimator:
Necronomicon rising #vol1, 3
Dynamite

E-BOOKS
CLARKE, Lucy

One of the girls

Thriller

CLEEVES, Ann

The Rising tide

HARDINGE, Frances

Unraveller

HOROWITZ, Anthony

Where seagulls dare

RILEY, Lucinda

The Murders at Fleat House

Crime
Young adult, Fantasy
Junior, Crime
Detective

Adult, Horror

Crush

Yen Press

Junior, School life

Otherwordly Izaka Nobu #vol 1
Fantasy

UDON Entertainment

Young adult,

Owlturd Comix: Emotions
explained with buff dudes

Andrews McMeel

Young adult

Stravaganza: The Queen
in the iron mask #vol 1

UDON Entertainment Adult, Fantasy

FEATURED TITLES
The blood tide
by Neil Lancaster

Y

ou get away with murder.

In a remote sea loch on the west coast of Scotland, a fisherman
vanishes without trace. His remains are never found.
You make people disappear.
A young man jumps from a bridge in Glasgow and falls to his
death in the water below. DS Max Craigie uncovers evidence that
links both victims. But if he can't find out what cost them their lives,
it won't be long before more bodies turn up at the morgue…
You come back for revenge.
Soon cracks start to appear in the investigation, and Max's past
hurtles back to haunt him. When his loved ones are threatened,
he faces a terrifying choice: let the only man he ever feared walk free, or watch his closest friend die…

by Brenda Hale

Tuesday/Dimàirt

Saturday/Disathairne

Beum-sgeithe

Spider woman: a life

10am -1pm & 4 - 6pm

:

STIUBHART, Eoghan

Endurance: 100 tales of survival, adventure
and exploration

:

Lifestyle

E-COMICS, MANGA
& GRAPHIC NOVELS

WOOD, Levison

01871 817200

Tuesday/Dimàirt

Science-fiction

E-MAGAZINES

MAC AN TUAIRNEIR, Marcas Polaris

My sand life, my pebble life: a memoir of a
childhood and the sea

Tarbert Library

The Martian

GAELIC

MCMILLAN, Ian

Western Isles Libraries

WEIR, Andy

Junior, Fantasy

Sep 2022, quarterly

LONERGAN, Pope

After they're gone: extinctions past, present
and future

The Imagination chamber

KOL Social

Spider woman

MARREN, Peter

PULLMAN, Philip

News & politics

HALE, Brenda

Stitched up: stories of life and death from a
prison doctor

Crime

Sep 2022, weekly

Fading footprints: the life and time of Neil
Turner, 1896-1960

YOUSAF, Shahed

The Bullet that missed

The Economist

TURNER, Murdo A.

The betrayer: how a top secret undercover unit
infiltrated the global drug trade

OSMAN, Richard

Home & garden

Azadi: fascism, fiction & freedom in the time
of the virus

STANTON, Guy

Junior, Fiction

BH&G Halloween Outdoors 2022, one time

ROY, Arundhati

Murder investigation team: how killers are
really caught... / former Scotland Yard
Detective Inspector Steven Keogh

While the storm rages

Bicycle, boats and bagpipes: a cycle through
the Outer Hebrides and the West Coast of
Scotland
Compelled by memory: the Lewis Land
Monuments, 1994-2019

KEOGH, Steven

EARLE, Phil

MAY, Julia R

MACLEAN, Will

No safe place: murdered by our father

Biography

Cycling The Hebridean Way: 10 islands,
causeways and cake

The edge of the plain: how borders make and
break our world

MAHMOD, Bekhal

Revenge

ADCOCK, Peter

The tick of two clocks: a tale of moving on

Silenced: the shocking true story of a young
girl too afraid to speak

BOWER, Tom

Croft history: Isle of Harris. Volume 10,
[Scadabhagh, Drinisiadar, Miabhag,
Ceanndibig, Direcleit, Cadha, Stiocleit]

CRAWFORD, James

LEWIS, Rosie

E-AUDIOBOOKS

LAWSON, Bill for
Comunn Eachdraidh
na Hearadh

BAKEWELL, Joan

The Bookseller of Inverness Historical Fiction

Crime

LOCAL HISTORY

Belonging: natural histories of place, identity
and home

Traitor in the ice

SMITH, Alexander McCall The sweet remnants of summer

Killer in the Kremlin: the explosive account of
Putin's reign of terror

THOMSON, Amanda

MACLEAN, S.G.

Science Fiction

SWEENEY, John

Joyrider: how gratitude can help get you the
life you really want

MAITLAND, K.J.

Crime

Geography is destiny: Britain and the world, a
10,000 year history

SCANLON, Angela

Historical Fiction

DOHERTY, Paul

MORRIS, Ian

As 'a little girl from a little school in a little village in North
Yorkshire', she only went into the law because her headteacher told
her she wasn't clever enough to study history. She became the most
senior judge in the country but it was an unconventional path to the
top.
How does a self-professed 'girly swot' get ahead in a profession
dominated by men? Was it a surprise that the perspectives of women
and other disadvantaged groups had been overlooked, or that
children's interests were marginalised? A lifelong smasher of glassceilings, who took as her motto 'women are equal to everything',
her landmark rulings in areas including domestic violence, divorce,
mental health and equality were her attempt to correct that.
As President of the Supreme Court, Lady Hale won global attention
in finding the 2019 prorogation of Parliament to be unlawful. Yet
that dramatic moment was merely the pinnacle of a career throughout which she was hailed as a
pioneering reformer.

Wednesday/Diciadain :

1pm - 5pm

Wednesday /Diciadain :

10am -1pm

Thursday/Diardaoin

:

10am - 5pm

Thursday/Diardaoin

:

10am - 1pm & 4 - 6pm

Wise, warm and inspiring, Spider Woman shows how the law shapes our world and supports us in
crisis. It is the story of how Lady Hale found that she could overcome the odds, which shows that anyone
from similar beginnings will find that they can cope too.

Friday/ Dihaoine

:

10am - 5pm

Friday/Dihaoine

:

10am -1pm & 2.30 - 5pm

Don’t forget to look at our eBooks and eAudio titles as well – new titles are added every month

Saturday/Disathairne

:

10am - 4pm

Saturday/Disathairne

:

10am - 3.30pm

Tuesday/Dimàirt

:

10am - 5pm

Search the library catalogue online – www.cne-siar.gov.uk/library
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SUPPORT
Business
GatewayTO
canBUSINESSES
help you plan, adapt and grow.
FROM SKILLS

DEVELOPMENT SCOTLAND
• Webinars
• 1:1 Business Advice
SDS To
have
the
• Planning
Startrecently announced
• DigitalBoost
Connect with us at
extension
of their Flexible• Market
TrainingReports
• Local
Office Business
bgateway.com
Opportunities programme •toResearch
March Service
Support
2012. Businesses (ranging from soleTel: 01851
traders to companies of up to 150
822775
employees) can approach SDS to check
OUTER HEBRIDES BUSINESS GATEWAY is a Comhairle based service
their eligibility for support with improvoffering a range of support and advice to individuals setting up or
ing the skills and qualications of staff.
developing business enterprises across the islands. To further discuss
The benets of ongoing training develyour ideas and requirements and to nd out your eligibility for additional
opment are invaluable for all businesses
assistance please call our local ofce and we will be pleased to direct
usiness Gateway is here to help you and your business as the economy recovers from the
and individual employees and SDS
you to one of our advisers - 01851 822 775.
impacts of COVID-19. Our advisers continue to be able to offer support and guidance
endeavours
make
the process
and the Business Gateway website is regularly updated
with a widetorange
of relevant
advice of
training
much
more trading
affordable
and information. These include business contingency,
digital
platforms,
online,and
HELP REDUCE ENERGY
CREATIVE & CULTURAL
accessible.
to at
March
2012 eligible
working from home, HR and more. All this useful content
can beUp
found
www.bgateway.
BUSINESSES…
CONSUMPTION IN THE
will qualify
for up support
to 50% of
com, where you will also find helpful webinars andbusinesses
the latest updates
on financial
should take full advantage of the extremely
for businesses.
training costs (max £500 per course), up
ISLANDS
useful range of information, advice and
greenspaceLive, along with CnES, are
10 training
To find out how Business Gateway can supportto your
business,courses
please (max
contact£5000
us ontotal
resources that are available through the
new in
business,
businessgateway@cne-siar.gov.uk or 01851 822775. funding per business).
participating
the European Commission
Cultural Enterprise Ofce. Businesses
based
out
of
funded project ISLEPACT (www.islepact.
Please follow us on Facebook to be kept informed ofhttp://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.
our latest updates: www.facebook.com/
operating in these areas can access relevant
Isle ofinvolves
Lewis, reviewing energy
eu)the which
BusinessGatewayOuterHebrides/
information by visiting the website www.
co.uk/our-services/services-forspecialising inwithin
Gaelic participating island
consumption
culturalenterpriseofce.co.uk, subscribing
employers/encourage-employees-toproject
services
communities.
The aim of the ISLEPACT
to their monthly newsletter or calling their
develop-new-skills.aspx
has launched
after EU island energy
project
is to reduce
free advice line 0844 544 9990.
SDS are also pleased to be chamreceiving bysupport
consumption
over 20% for 2020 as well as
protecting
theirBusiness
ecosystems and enhancing
from
pioning the Employer Recruitment
ind Business Support is currently conducting a survey on the cost of doing business. To share
EXPORTING FROM THE UK
their
local economic development.
Gateway.
Incentive which provides a nancial
your views and experiences, visit www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/FBSCostofDoingBusiness
In order
accurately
OR HOPING TO?
incentive of up to £2,000 to businesses
Astar toMedia
was capture the energy
consumption
the Outer Hebrides in Smart Exporter is a programme of support
that offer a Modern Apprenticeship or
founded bywithin
Murdo
theMacSween
private sector,
we have composed a to businesses in Scotland who are exporting
in late
general employment to young peoshort
survey
which
we
would appreciate if or would like to begin doing so. Delivered
2021
after
he
spotted
ple. For many young people, nding
you
tookinthe
time tofor
ll in:
by Scottish Development International
a
gap
the
market
a job is a real challenge and for those
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/7FND5Y9
(SDI) the programme provides support
reative Scotland's Touring Fund for Theatre and Dance supports theatre and dance
project management
with additional support needs, or those
This
will take tono longer
than 5 minutes to for businesses who are at various stages
organisations, companies, producers and individuals to tour high-quality work
services
be
trying
overcome
c barriers,
complete.
throughout Scotland from autumn 2023. The closing
date to
to apply
is 2pm speci
on Monday
31
of their international development through
delivered by Gaelic
it
is
even
more
dif
cult
to

nd training
October 2022.
Helping
us at thisforstage is not without a package of training, events, strategic
professionals
or employment that allows them to get
potential
benet to yourself and your development and specialist advice.
Gaelic organisations.
To find out more, visit www.findbusinesssupport.gov.scot/service/funding/creative-scotlandoff to the right start in life. For more
Astar provides
business,
as project
participation helps draw For more information please visit:
touring-fund-for-theatre-and-dance
information please visit
project picture of energy www.smartexporter.co.uk
a delivery,
more accurate
Murdo MacSween, Astar Media
support and
event
consumption
within
the private sector in the
http://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.
management,
as
well
as
marketing,
digital
as a media&professional,
with
Outer Hebrides and the next stage of the has operated
co.uk/our-services/services-forHEALTH
SAFETY
and mediaproject
communications
15 years of experience working
ISLEPACT
looks at support.
ways to reduce more than
employers/engage-in-industryEXECUTIVE
–
UPDATE
energy
maymedia,
open graphic
paths to for Scotland’s broadcasters. He also holds a
Theconsumption
business usesand
digital
recognised-training/employerBULLETINS
he Comhairle’s Short-term Let Licensing Scheme
went live on 1 October 2022.
funding,
or guidance
to reduce
your Master of the Arts in Gaelic language from the
design grants
and video
production
to deliver
Businesses
and
individuals can now sign
recruitment-incentive.aspx
Information about the scheme is available on the
Comhairle website and operators are
company’s
energy
consumption,
helping University of Glasgow.
contemporary
Gaelic
communications,
up for regular updates by email from the
asked to familiarise themselves with the requirements
the scheme.
Forof more
information please contact
you
your overheads
down with the
to keep
encourage
more interaction
Murdo & MacSween,
Founder of Astar
Health
Safety Executive.
New operators must be licensed before they can offer
short-term
lets. Existing
businesses
Skills
Development
Scotland
on: can
language, especially with young people.
Media, said: “I am passionate about my
http://www.hse.gov.uk/new/ebulletins/
continue trading but will need to apply for a licence to cover the period from 1 October 2022 to
native language and proud that Astar is the
Murdo was introduced to Business
01851 708 908 or 0800 783 6000
Their construction Infonet is specically
1 April 2023.
first Gaelic media and project management
Gateway by local representatives from
geared towards businesses in the
The Comhairle is holding several webinars for hosts and operators with short-term lets in the
business in Scotland. I’ve surrounded myself
Highlands & Islands Enterprise early in 2022,
CHEQUE GUARANTEE
construction sector, to register: http://www.
Outer Hebrides.
with
excellent young employees, all Gaelic
and with support from a dedicated adviser,
hse.gov.uk/construction/infonet.htm
SCHEME
ENDS
speakers, and all invested in the importance
To get further information on the scheme, or to book a place on a webinar, please visit www.cneheREDUCE
developed a business
plan
and
received
THE RISK OF
According to recent research by the UK
siar.gov.uk/business/consumers-and-the-environment/licensing/licences-and-permits/licensingof working to support Gaelic and ensuring it
guidance
onBUSINESS
funding options. BEING
YOUR
NEW
FUNDING
Payments Administration 1 in 4 people
short-term-let-licensing/
remains part of
Scotland’s
fabric.
Through this direction,
Murdo
applied for a
AFFECTED
BY
CRIME…
INFORMATION
RESOURCE
are unaware that the Cheque Guarantee
“Business
Gateway
offered
me professional,
grant
and was
subsequently
awarded
funding
by
visiting
the
government
website
www.
FOR
COMMUNITY
Card Scheme is to be closed on 30th June
organised and straightforward advice and I
from the Outer Hebrides Young Enterprise
crimereduction.gov.uk/businesscrime.
ORGANISATIONS
them to anyone seeking
2011. Banks and building societies will be
Support Scheme (OHYESS) which is fully would recommend
There you will nd a host of information support.
The Comhairle
has recently
launched a
As well as helping
to set my business
funded by Highlands and Islands Enterprise
contacting customers to inform them that it
onand
how
to
be
vigilant
to
the
risks
of
crime
new
resource
which
will
help
community
plans
in
place
with
consultation,
I
received
delivered by Business Gateway.
ERGS is designed to help the local economy
frombeCOVID
by to
supporting
will recover
no longer
possible
guarantee a that could
affect your business – including guidance
and voluntary
organisations
on funding
which was a identify
vital stepfunding
in
businesses and social enterprises with grant cheque
funding by
to aid
recovery,
build
resilience
the funding against his initial
handing over a card carrying the fraudMurdo
and used
cybercrime.
A useful leaet getting
Astarfor
offlocal
the ground.”
sources
projects, visit:
and encourage development.
start-up
costs,
allowing
him
to
purchase
Scheme’s ‘Shakespeare’ logo. UKPA esti- summarising this advice ‘Business: Keep http://www.cne-siar.gov.uk/
Derek Maclean, Business Gateway adviser,
laptops and other office equipment to aid the
Please note tourism accommodation projects are ineligible for support.
mates that a quarter of all UK businesses Crime
Out growth
Of It’ of
isAstar
alsoMedia.
available
from said:
communitysupport/comhairle4community.
“Murdo already had a clear vision
sustainable
Additional
To find out more, contact us on businessgateway@cne-siar.gov.uk.
have accepted a cheque guaranteed by a Business
Gateway
onbanner
request
(01851
822 ofasp
what goals he wanted to achieve and I
equipment,
including
stands,
lighting
775).
card in the last six months.
or contact
dmacleay@cne-siar.gov.uk
particularly
impressed with his desire
options and a 360 video camera, was also was

POST-COVID SUPPORT

B

New Gaelic language business
launched with support from
Business Gateway

A

COST OF DOING BUSINESS SURVEY

F

CREATIVE SCOTLAND TOURING FUND

C

SHORT TERM LET LICENCING

T

COVID-19 ECONOMIC RECOVERY GRANT SCHEME (CERGS)

C

purchased to help deliver projects more
effectively.

to support the Gaelic speaking business
community. The concept, a first for Scotland,
is very intuitive and we were delighted to
assist him on his journey.

consultation of the national Gaelic language
plan, and the publication of this year’s Mòd
programme.

those initial stages and set them on a course
for growth.”
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OUTER HERIDES YOUNG ENTERPRISE SUPPORT
OUTERSCHEME
HEBRIDES Less
BUSINESS
DIRECTORY is a free online bu
than one year since launching, the
(OHYESS) resource availablebusiness
already employs four members
of
to business
throughout
the islands. To lo
“Like Murdo, we would encourage anyone
staff, with a fifth joining in October, and has
HYESS is open to entrepreneurs setting up a new business venture, or developing one
a gapupdate
in the market, or your
those with deta
secured several
high your
value projects
including that spotsor
available in your area,
list
business
established within the last five years, in key sectors. Capital grant funding is available
O
the delivery of the long-running Gaelic an initial idea, to contact Business Gateway,
to help fill the gap for early-stage businesses and thosewww.businesshebrides.co.uk
just starting.
as we
can help business
navigate
contact
01851
822owners
775
for fur
short film competition, or
FilmG,
the public
The following awards are potentially available:
•

£3,000 for full-time businesses

•

£1,500 for part-time businesses

Please note tourism accommodation projects are ineligible for support.
To find out more, contact us on businessgateway@cne-siar.gov.uk.

Find us on Facebook – search for Business Gateway Outer Hebrides

Murdo was born on the Isle of Lewis and

To find out more about Business Gateway
and its services, please visit their website
at https://www.bgateway.com/  

Online Local Business Directory – go to: www.businesshebrides.co.uk
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