STORE 67

CAMPING-CYCLING-YOGABEACH- ECO LIVING

18 Bells Road,
Stornoway, HS1 2RA

www.opuscarpentry.co.uk
Email: kitchens.opuscarpentry@gmail.com

Tel: 07774 149 563

Kitchen
Design, supply
& Installation
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@store67_sy
67 KENNETH ST | STORNOWAY, HS1 2DS

VISIT US: MONDAY TO SATURDAy, 10am-5pm

20 Bells Road

CHRISTMAS SAVINGS CLUB OPEN!

703646

Thursday September 8th to Wednesday October 5th 2022

FREE

Sunny day for Cnoc Soilleir’s official opening

CALL:07922 061 813 / 01851 705881
EMAIL: STORE67ENQUIRIES@GMAIL.COM

By Fred Silver

A

large crowd of community members
and guests from across the islands
gathered for the formal opening of the
Cnoc Soilleir project in Daliburgh on
Thursday September 1.

@store67_sy

GET THE MOST OUT OF YOUR GARDEN

Cnoc Soilleir is the new home for the
work of UHI Outer Hebrides and the tuition
festival Ceòlas.
Meaning the bright hill, the building offers
facilities to meet the needs of both UHI
Outer Hebrides’ educational programmes,
and Ceòlas’ community-led activities and
artistic programme.

OPENING HOURS Mon - Fri 8am-5.30pm Saturday 9am-5pm

www.hic-stornoway.com

And Ceòlas 2022 itself took place in the
building after it came into operation earlier
this year.
It was Deputy First Minister John Swinney
MSP who officially opened Cnoc Soilleir
together with local tradition bearers
Margaret Walker and Kirsty MacMillan.

5th ANNIVERSARY
MORE THAN £½ MILLION RAISED
OVER £3,000
TO BE WON
THIS MONTH

The growing crowd gathered outside
the building during the morning as the sun
blazed down and the midges largely stayed
away in a slight breeze. At 10.30am, local
pipers Allan Henderson, Calum MacMillan
and Joseph Nicholson accompanied
Mr Swinney towards the entrance with
Cnoc Soilleir board member, Seonaidh
MacDonald, who made formal introductions
Continued on page 22

Join , Win & Support

www.westernisleslottery.co.uk

Ticket Line 0300 30 20 444

AUTOPARTS
Island Road, Stornoway HS1 2RD
T: 01851 706939
E: sales@aps-direct.co.uk
W: www.autoparts-stornoway.com
Monday to Friday 8am - 5.30pm
Saturday 9am - 1pm
FIND US ON FACEBOOK & INSTAGRAM

THE WESTERN ISLES
PREMIER PARTS RETAILER

Harris Tweed direct from
The Shawbost Mill
25 North Beach Street, Stornoway, HS1 2QX
www.harristweedhebrides.com
t: 01851 700 046
e: retail@harristweedhebrides.com

John Swinney cuts the ribbon at Cnoc Soilleir

Angus Clinton

WINDOWS LTD

Photograph by Seonaidh Macinnes
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Service
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Mann Judd Gordon
● Chartered Accountants
● Registered Auditors
● Business Advisers

Accounts in a mess?

WE CAN HELP!

If not, please get in touch on

Tel: 01851 702335

YOU CAN

YOU CAN

Highlands & Islands
Financial Advice Ltd
Providing advice you
can trust for over 30 years

• Retirement Planning
• Income in Retirement
• Investments
• Life assurance
• Estate & Inheritance Tax Planning

Call Frazer on 01851 871057
or 07786 274720
Email frazer.mackenzie@mandg.com
Web www.mandgwealth.com/
highlandsandislandsfinancialadvice

7 James Street, Stornoway HS1 2QN

The Credit Union
for the Highlands
& Islands

website: www.hi-scot.com
email: info@hi-scot.com
tel: 01851 701865

Open/closed skips
• METAL RECYCLING

2a Rigs Road, Stornoway, HS1 2RF
Tel: 01851 705155
Email: info@angusmaciver.co.uk
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Thinking
about
Fostering?
At Comhairle nan Eilean Siar
we are looking for foster carers to meet
the needs of those children who are
unable to live with their birth families

If you want more information then
please contact us on 01851 705080

email: fosteringandadoption@cne-siar.gov.uk

We are waiting to hear from you
We are also looking for Supported
Lodging providers in the near future

Alasdair Allan MSP/BPA
Surgery Notice

!

Alasdair Allan MSP/BPA
Surgery No*ce

08/09/22 - 05/10/22

Canine ambassador wanted
T

By Annie Delin

he New Lewis in Stornoway is
building up a reputation for great
music, good craic and a warm welcome
for canine customers.
So much so that the new look hostelry
is on the lookout for a four-footed team
member to provide the photo opportunities,
and special welcome to dogs and their
humans as they sniff out a welcoming place
to eat, drink and have a blether.
The owner of North Beach’s New Lewis
bar, Norine MacDonald, said: “The team are
all big-time dog lovers, and the New Lewis
is very dog friendly!
“Our doggie friends are greeted with
water, snacks and comfy rugs and we are
now searching for a doggie mascot for the
New Lewis, who will be featured in our
social media and keep everyone up to date
on the goings on.”
The mascot would be asked to come in for
special events, to say hello to customers and
to feature in promotions and advertising.
One family of pooches said they could
vouch for the quality of the reception during
a recent holiday in Harris, when they made
two trips up to Stornoway specially for a
dog-friendly evening out in the New Lewis.
They said: “We have never been in such
a dog-friendly pub. We hadn’t been sat for

A recent canine guest in the new bar area

two minutes and they had brought water
and offered treats for our cockers. They even
asked to take their pictures for their socials.
Food was very good, too – we will definitely
visit again!”

for the mascot post is to contact the New
Lewis via their Facebook page with a puppicture and credentials, or email to hello@
lewisleodhas.scot

All that aspiring pups need to do to apply

More about New Lewis on Pages 28-29

URRAS TAC
CHALANAIS

AGM
of

Alasdair Allan, Member of the Scottish Parliament
for Na h-Eileanan an Iar, will be holding the following advice
Eileanan an Iar Scottish Parliament
constituency
20
surgery
in hisoffice,
constituency
office at 20 Kenneth Street,
Kenneth Street, Stornoway, Isle of Lewis:
Stornoway
Monday 19 February
12pm – 1pm should any constituent wish to meet with him:

Allan, Member of the Scottish Parliament for Na h-Eileanan an Iar,
lding the following advice surgeries should any constituent wish to
meet with him:

Friday 23 February 1pm – 2pm

Monday 19 September, 12pm – 1pm

nstituent is unable to make the surgery, or would like a home visit
Alasdair, please call the constituency office on 01851 700357
or email alasdair.allan.msp@parliament.scot

If any constituent is unable to make the surgery, or would like a home
visit
with Alasdair, please call the constituency office on 01851 700357
www.alasdairallan.scot
or email alasdair.allan.msp@parliament.scot

www.alasdairallan.scot

Friends of The Nicolson

WESTSIDE WAR
MEMORIAL

will be holding their

will take place on

A.G.M.

All Welcome

Breasclete community hall
on Monday 3rd October
at 8pm

Tuesday 20 September 2022
at 7.30pm in Grinneabhat
(old Bragar School)

in

A charitable trust to assist pupils of The Nicolson Institute

Find out how you can help advance the next
generation of Nicolson pupils at www.fotn.org.uk

HOW TO CONTACT US
Editor: Fred Silver
fred@hebevents.com
Design and layout: Andrew Jeffries
info@hebevents.com
Advertising: advertising@hebevents.com
Accounts and invoice queries:
accounts@intermediaservicesstornoway.co.uk
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Harris): annie@welovestornoway.com
Writers: Katie Macleod, Taylor Edgar
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NEXT EDITION: The deadline for information and advertising submissions is
Tuesday September 27. The newspaper is published on Thursday October 6.

EVENTS is published by Intermedia Services (Stornoway) Church House, 16 James Street, Stornoway HS1 2QN Tel: 01851 705743

08/09/22 - 05/10/22

www.hebevents.com

EVENTS - Page 3

COMMERCIAL
PROPERTIES FOR LEASE
The Comhairle has one unit to let
within 7 James Street, Stornoway:

The Comhairle has three units to let
within Winfield Way, Balivanich:

Unit 8A

45 Winfield Way - this property measures 120m2
with a rental charge of £3,900 per annum.
44 Winfield Way - this property measures 90m2
with a rental charge of £3,900 per annum.
23 Winfield Way - this property measures 80m2
with a rental charge of £4,000 per annum.

This second floor unit is approximately 31m2
with a rental cost of £3,200 per annum.
THE CLOSING DATE FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST IS FRIDAY 30 SEPTEMBER 2022 AT 5PM.

THE CLOSING DATE FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST IS FRIDAY 30 SEPTEMBER 2022 AT 5PM.

For more information on this property, or to book a
viewing, please contact the Business Gateway office on
01851 822775 or businessgateway@cne-siar.gov.uk.

For more information on this property, or to book a
viewing, please contact the Business Gateway office on
01851 822775 or businessgateway@cne-siar.gov.uk.

LIVING IN THE ISLES…
Please contact us
contact
us
if Please
you need
support,
if you need or
support,
information
advice.
information
or
advice.
MARION
ELLIE ADVISOR)
DONNELLY
ELLIEMACINNES
DONNELLY (DEMENTIA

THE

THE BALTIC
BOOKSHOP

(LOCALITY
LEADER)
(DEMENTIA
ADVISOR)
MARION
ELLIE DONNELLY
07500MACINNES
762041
edonnelly@alzscot.org
07771925730
07500 762041
(LOCALITY
LEADER)
(DEMENTIA
ADVISOR)
LEADER)
CATHY
MASSON (LOCALITY
mmacinnes@alzscot.org
edonnelly@alzscot.org
07771925730
07500
762041
07795 507072 CMasson@alzscot.org
mmacinnes@alzscot.org
edonnelly@alzscot.org

Free 24 Hour Dementia Helpline 0808 808 3000
Keep
safe!
We hopeHelpline
to see you
Free 24
Hour
Dementia
0808soon.
808 3000
Keep
safe!
We
hope
to
see
you
soon.
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/alzheimer-scotland-western-isles-locality
HOW TO DONATE: www.justgiving.com/fundraising/marion-macinnes5

ISLAND SPIRIT
WHISKY SHOP

Whisky, Gin, Rum & Other Spirits,
Fine Wines, Local Craft Beer & Gifts

Roderick Smith Ltd,
8-10 Cromwell Street,
Stornoway HS1 2DA

38 Cromwell Street,
Stornoway HS1 2DD
01851 705705
07555697540

Tel: 01851 702082

@islandspiritwhisky

balticbookshop@rsmiths.co.uk

food and
coffee, with
or without
a walk

on
ath
otp

Centre

fo

The Woodlands

Open
all day…

ly

HOW TO DONATE: www.justgiving.com/fundraising/marion-macinnes5

Castle Grounds
Monday to Saturday 9.30 to 3.30pm
Photograph courtesy of Colin Cameron

A Stornoway Trust Enterprise

Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright 2016
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LIVING IN THE ISLES…
Stornoway

John Morrison,

Christian Bookshop

Main Street, Tarbert

Newsagents - Grocers - Quality home-baking

30 Kenneth Street, Stornoway | 01851 703334

fresh fruit and vegetables, greetings cards
Free deliveries in Tarbert

01859 502319

Open:8.30am - 8.30pm Monday - Saturday

EVENTS available here

OPENING HOURS 10am-1pm 2pm-5pm Mon - Sat

• Harris Tweed Store • Harris Tweed Jackets
• Harris Tweed Shoes • Harris Tweed Bags & Gifts
Stornoway

Tarbert
Village

We are
here

e: info@buth-an-rubha.co.uk t: 01851 870713

♦ Hot and cold snacks ♦
♦ Italian coffees ♦ Convenience store ♦
♦ Fresh and frozen produce ♦

Ferry

Leverburgh

Caberfeidh, Tarbert, Isle of Harris,
Western Isles, HS3 3DJ
Tel: 01859 502040/
01859 502505
Open: Mon-Sat 9am - 5.30pm
info@harristweedisleofharris.co.uk
www.harristweedisleofharris.co.uk

NOW IN STOCK

Faith Undaunted
By Donald MacLeod

(Retired Principal of Edinburgh Theological Seminary)

More new releases from Christian
Focus Publications also available

www.stornowaychristianbookshop.co.uk

Furniture and Interior World

Stockists of the best furniture and interior design for over 20 years

OPENING HOURS
Shop: 9am-8pm
Cafe: 9am-5pm
Both closed Sunday

www.facebook.com/buthanrubha

The Harris
Tweed
Hebrides
Mill Shop

Harris Tweed
direct from The
Shawbost Mill
25 North Beach Street, Stornoway HS1 2XQ

Tel: 01851 700046

www.harristweedhebrides.com
retail@harristweedhebrides.com

Divans and bedsteads, full range of quality mattresses including memory foam biggest range available locally. Suites, bedroom and living room ranges available.

an clachan
• Crafts and gifts • Wide range of fresh foods
• newspapers and magazines
• Petrol and Diesel fuel available • Calor gas

John Maher Photography Exhibition

An Clachan, Leverburgh, Isle of Harris HS5 3TS

Tel: 01859 520370

Harris Millennium Tapestry Exhibition

EVENTS available here

7 Inaclete Road, Stornoway

Tel: 01851 703370

Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Saturday
FREE DELIVERY IN LEWIS AND HARRIS

www.furnitureworld.org.uk

08/09/22 - 05/10/22
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Butty Bus

UIG COMMUNITY SHOP
AND FILLING STATION

Leverburgh Pier

Fuel available out-of-hours with auto-payment
by credit or debit cards 7 days per week.

Locally sourced fresh fish cooked to order

Takeaway ������������������ Monday to Saturday 7�30am to 2�30pm
Fish & Chip Takeaway ���� Friday & Saturday 5pm to 7:30pm

Phone or Text 07899786574

The Veggie Box

The freshest fruit and vegetables …from near and far

Stall in Perceval Square

on FRIDAYS from 8am till 2pm
Please get in touch for more details
theveggiebox@hotmail.co.uk or tel: 07810 603188

Lochs Services Ltd

Launderette - self service or service wash
Eating area - hot drinks machine + microwave
your own snacks

HEBRIDEAN ART

T H E PA I N T I N G S O F I VO R M M AC KAY, A RT I S T

Free-to-use cash machine
Post Office services
Public toilet with baby-changing facilities
Wide range of groceries, fruit and vegetables
Health foods and pharmaceuticals

Opening hours:
Monday-Saturday: 9am-5pm Sunday: CLOSED

Uig Community Shop, Timsgarry, Uig, HS2 9JD Tel: 01851 672444
EVENTS AVAILABLE HERE

The Good Food Boutique
Delicatessen & Speciality Foods
•
•
•
•
•

Freshly made Sandwiches, Salad Boxes & Baking
Take away Coffee & Tea & Hot Chocolate
Cheesemonger
Quality World Foods
Fine wines, Ales, Whisky & Artisan Gin

59 Cromwell Street, Stornoway, HS1 2DD Tel: 01851 701 394
Open Monday - Saturday 8.30am - 5.30pm

GEARRANNAN

VISIT THE STUDIO – OPEN BY APPOINTMENT

TEL: 01851 820201

8 GEARRAIDH GHUIRM, UPPER COLL, LEWIS, HS2 0LW

www.im-hebrideanart.co.uk

HOLMASAIG STUDIO

GALLERY

QUIDINISH S.E. HARRIS

Blackhouse Village
A WINDOW TO THE PAST

Fuel, Groceries and Café

Open to visitors March to October 9.30am - 5.30pm except Sundays

Cameron Terrace, Leurbost, HS2 9PE

Sleeping between 2 & 14 and rated from 2 stars to 4 stars

Open: Monday-Saturday 6.30am-9pm

For more information please contact
Gearrannan Blackhouse Village 5a Gearrannan,
Carloway, Isle of Lewis HS2 9AL
Tel: 01851 643416 E-mail: info@gearrannan.com
www.gearrannan.com

Tel: 01851 860377

EVENTS - Page 5

Self-catering thatched cottages OPEN ALL YEAR
Also 13 bedded Hostel open all year

Island Arts Gallery and Coffee Shop
8 Balallan, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851 830742

islandarts2003@gmail.com

www.painters-online.co.uk Debbie Cullis

Affordable unique Paintings by Debbie Cullis and Paul Smith
Prints, original
cards, and
handmade crafts
by Debbie

Berneray, Isle of North Uist HS6 5BJ

OPENING HOURS

All day snacks, teas
and homebaking
in a relaxed, artistic
environment

Berneray Shop
Monday - Saturday 9am - 5.30pm
Berneray Bistro
Monday - Saturday
10am - 4pm April to November
6pm - 8.30pm May to October

OPENING TIMES:
Monday-Saturday
10.00am-6.00pm

www.bernerayshopandbistro.co.uk

Ripples in the Sand

To reserve a table please
call us on 01876 540288

Evening & Daytime Classes

POTTERY & GLASS

—EST 2016—

For all your sewing needs

Nothing compares to your own stitched creations.
Fabrics, wool & haberdashery supplier
OPEN MON, TUE, THU, FRI 2-5.30PM SAT 2-5PM
CLOSED WEDNESDAY

TONG CROSSROADS, TONG HS2 0HJ

TEL: 01851 701445

All levels, beginner to advanced,
with taster sessions always available
GROUPS WELCOME

www.collpottery.co.uk

collpotterycraftcentre@gmail.com

07787 030504/07876 273900

Awarded the 2014
CRMacintosh / France
Residency in Collioure

WATERCOLOUR PAINTINGS. JAPANESE WOODBLOCK PRINTS
By resident artist Margarita Williams D.A. (Glas) and invited artists.
Tel:01859 530401 www.holmasaiggallery.com Open: Mon - Sat 11-5pm
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Good news from Bùth
Bharraigh…and elsewhere
W

e are nearing the end of another
successful season with a smattering of
nice days after all the dreich ones. We are also
delighted to be sharing some good news, say
Bùth Bharraigh

please look out for us and give us a like and a share.

“On Thursday 25 August we found out that we
had been shortlisted in the Highlands and Islands
Food and Drink Awards for best Independent
Retailer 2022. We were delighted and it was such
a lovely surprise.

“We were delighted to have won the right to
buy the building in January this year but that was
short-lived as we realised that the conditions
would make it extremely difficult for us to raise
the funding and have the time to renovate the
building.

“Barra Gin also has three drinks nominated and
Sandy Ferguson as Young Ambassador, so it is a
fantastic representation from a small island. The
Awards Ceremony is on 28 October.
On Friday 26 August it was announced that
Buth Bharraigh were one of the inspiring small
businesses chosen for the #SmallBiz100. “We are
honoured to be involved with such a fantastic group
of businesses. The Bùth will be highlighted through
#SmallBiz100 social media on 1 November so

“These two awards couldn't come at a better
time. On 13 September we have our hearing with
the Scottish Government regarding the conditions
CnES have placed on us if we purchase the building.

“This is us now at the last stage, the final
hurdle to buying and redeveloping the Old Co-op
building and making it the community hub that
the islands of Barra and Vatersay deserve.
“We would like to thank everyone for their
valued support throughout our campaign to obtain
the building and we will work hard to hopefully
gain a positive outcome.“

Comunn Eachdraidh Nis
Ness Historical Society

Museum Archive Exhibitions Gift Shop Café
Bliadhna Sgeulachdan na h-Alba 2022 (Year of Stories 2022)

Airson Bliadhna Sgeulachdan na h-Alba 2022 a chomharrachadh, tha Comunn Eachdraidh Nis a’ cur air adhart tachartasan anns
na mìosan ri thighinn airson diofar sgeulachdan inntinneach à sgìre tuath Leòdhais innse. Bha oidhche air leth againn ‘Ri Tac
an Teine’ còmhla ri Iain Gordon agus Ryno a bha ag innse sgeulachdan eagalach à Sgìre Cheann a Tuath Leòdhais. Cumaibh
ur sùilean air na naidheachdan airson barrachd mu dheidhinn na h-oidhcheannan eile a tha gu bhith againn airson Bliadhna
Sgeulachdan na h-Alba 2022.

To celebrate ‘The Year of Stories 2022’, Comunn Eachdraidh Nis will hold a series of events ‘Ri Tac an Teine’ (By the Fireside)
where we will hear interesting stories from North Lewis. Our first evening was held on 25th August and it was a huge success.
Over forty brave souls came along to hear Iain Gordon Macdonald and Ryno Morrison sharing some of the eerie stories from
North Lewis that were passed down the generations. We will be holding more events in the coming months to celebrate the ‘Year
of Stories 2022’. The next event will tell the story of ‘Mac an t-Srònaich’ and it will be held out on the sheilings.....look out for a
confirmed date on our social media channels and at www.nesshistorical.co.uk
Ryno agus Iain Gordon ri tac an teine

Uairean fosglaidh / Open Times
Museum, exhibitions,
gift shop and café open
Monday to Friday 10am - 4.30pm
(hot food until 3.30pm)
Closed Saturday and Sunday

www.nesshistorical.co.uk

Sgoil Chrois, Ness, HS2 0SN

Find us on the A857 towards the Butt of Lewis

08/09/22 - 05/10/22
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SELL YOUR WHISKY
Monthly Online Auctions
Free Valuations
Single bottles, Collections & Casks
Global Audience
Fast Payment
Drop oo Points & Collection Options

The Grand Whisky Auction Ltd
The Cellar, Invergordon IV180LQ
SC612333

01463 210 427
sales@thegrandwhiskyauction.com

EVENTS - Page 7
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CROFTING NEWS AND VIEWS SEPTEMBER 2022
SAC Agricultural & Conservation Consultants combine local knowledge with
extensive experience and are supported by our team of renowned specialists.
We can assist crofters with business advice on a range of topics to improve profitability

Contact your local SAC office: 01851 703103

Leading the way in Agriculture and Rural Research, Education and Consulting

Crofting
Services

Bays of Harris ballots issued in landlord vote
B

By Annie Delin

allot papers were arriving at the homes of
registered electors in the Bays of Harris
estate at the start of September – and also
wherever else those eligible to vote live.

The moment has come for the scattered
community to have their say on whether their
estate, owned by one family for almost a century,
should join the community-owned estates across
the islands.
There’s been robust support for the community
buyout this week from one of the existing community
estates, with Urras Oighreachd Ghabhsainn (Galson
Estate Trust) publishing an open letter on Tuesday 30
August, offering their support.
UOG chair Agnes Rennie wrote: “15 years
of community ownership by Urras Oighreachd
Ghabhsainn (Galson Estate Trust) has created
opportunities and delivered change for the better.
“Change comes slowly, but community
ownership is a forever project that will benefit the
generations that come after us as well as those of
us living in these communities today.
“Projects have included energy efficiency,
activities with young people, health and wellbeing
projects, tourism infrastructure and renewable
energy. Importantly the legal rights of individual
crofters and townships is not affected in any way.
“There is space for people to disagree and question,
because community land trusts are democratic
structures where everyone's voice matters.
“I would urge everyone in the Bays of Harris
Estate to think to the future and consider how
your community could benefit from community
ownership.
“It has brought about transformational change
in the community I know best, and I have seen the
benefits that community ownership has delivered
in other communities across Scotland.
“If the ballot supports community ownership
I can assure the community of Bays of Harris of
the support of Urras Oighreachd Ghabhsainn as
others have supported us over the years.”
Statements of support have also come from
Community Land Scotland and from Comhairle
nan Eilean Siar’s sustainable development
committee.
Ailsa Raeburn, chair of Community Land
Scotland, said: “As the examples of North and
West Harris, and of Galson, Pairc, Carloway and

John Maher Machair ploughed for crops in Berneray

The Bays of Harris 

elsewhere in the islands show, owning the land
where they live has helped these communities
unlock significant development opportunities and
take a leading role in shaping their own futures.”
The ballot packs are being distributed by Royal
Mail and completed ballot papers should be
returned as soon as possible before the deadline
of Wednesday 14 September at 12noon.
Ballot papers can be returned using the replypaid envelope included in the packs, or they
can be hand-delivered to the council offices in
Stornoway, Tarbert or Balivanich.
On Thursday 25 August , Comhairle nan Eilean
Siar added its support to the weight of opinion
behind a potential community buyout of the Bays
of Harris estate.
Members of the Bays of Harris steering group
are urging eligible residents to use their mandate
at the ballot box, in the hope of being able to
begin negotiations for a buyout from the current
owners, the Hitchcock family, who have had
ownership of the estate since purchasing it from
Lord Leverhulme in 1925.
John Maher, chair of the steering group, said:
“The business plan showed that community
ownership is both financially viable and can
play a major role in delivering urgently-needed
affordable housing and business space in the area,
as well as supporting crofting development and
community projects across the estate as a whole.

“The next stage of the process is to gauge
residents’ support for negotiating a community
buyout of the estate from the current owners
and we look forward to postal ballot papers
being issued at the end of August to enable that
assessment to happen.”
The Bays of Harris estate encompasses most of
the south end of Harris, stretching from the Caw
and Old Pier Road in Tarbert, down the east side
of the island to Leverburgh, via Borrisdale and
Strond. It also includes Northton and the island of
Berneray, across the Sound of Harris.
The Bays have faced decades of depopulation,
a lack of affordable local housing and an
increasingly ageing population, with declining
population figures on the east side of Harris and
in Northton. Of the estate’s area, only Berneray is
currently seeing population increase.
Where demographics are concerned, while
Scotland as a whole shows a peak between
the ages of 30 and 59, the Bays Estate has a
higher percentage of people aged over 60, with
proportionately more people aged over 75 than
the rest of Scotland.
The business plan linked to the feasibility study,
commissioned from consultants, showed that the
estate is financially profitable – in 2021 it had an
income of £84,283.
Development proposals for the estate under
community ownership focus on affordable

housing, local employment and supporting crofting
development and other community projects.
Cllr Donald Crichton, chair of the Comhairle’s
sustainable development committee, said:
“Comhairle nan Eilean Siar views community land
ownership as a key strategic objective to enable
communities to benefit from the wealth generated
by the land assets where they live.
“Community land ownership has a proven track
record of delivering local sustainable development
in the Outer Hebrides, as illustrated by the fact
that over 75% of the islands’ population live on
community-owned land.
“The Comhairle welcomes the forthcoming
ballot on a possible community buyout of the Bays
of Harris Estate. This is a ‘once in a generation’
opportunity for the residents of the Estate to have
their say on taking control of their future through
community ownership of the land where they live.
“The Comhairle stands ready to support a buyout
of the Bays of Harris Estate, should the community
provide a mandate for that to be pursued.”
Harris councillor Grant Fulton, who is a
steering group member, said: “The forthcoming
ballot will be important in establishing the level
of community support for a buyout of the Bays of
Harris Estate.
“We urge the Bays of Harris community to make
their views on a buyout of the estate known by returning
their ballot papers after they have been issued.”

CRYSTALYX LASTS LONGER!
WITH LOW REQUIRED INTAKES AND A UNIQUE CRYSTALLINE
STRUCTURE, CRYSTALYX PRODUCTS CAN LAST UP TO THREE
TIMES LONGER THAN SOME OTHER FEED BLOCKS
Find your nearest stockist at www.crystalyx- global.com
Tel +44 016973 32592 Email info@crystalyx-global.com

Crystalyx UK

Annie Delin
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Scottish Crofting Federation

The long-awaited Agriculture Bill – is it simply inept?
W

By Patrick Krause

e have been waiting a long time for a
draft Agriculture Bill that will pave
the way forward for Scotland to have its
own agriculture policy. This week we have
been issued with a bland reiteration of vague
ambitions and another consultation to respond
to. ‘Disappointing’ is a word I am hearing all
around, from crofters, farmers, specialist
advisors and civil servants. It is sad to see our
government embarrassing itself like this. After
so long a wait, to have published so weak a
document is shameful.

We hoped that there would be a clear plan laid out
– as one would for any development project – with a
budget and the framework of a new agriculture and
rural development support system. This has been a
long time in the making after all, with a profusion
of advisory groups, agriculture sages, farmer-led
groups, oversight boards and so on. But it has no
detail of what we are trying to achieve and how we
intend to do it. No plan of actions, no outcomes or
objectives, no ‘key performance indicators’ against
which to measure progress. Crofting is referred to
in passing (“farmers and crofters”) sometimes and
there is no mention of support to constrained areas,
or measures to target smaller producers or capping
of the grossly large payments (90% of the budget
goes to 50% of recipients) and no structure for
redistribution, no reward for existing good practice,
no island-proofing or croft-proofing and so on.
There really isn't any of the important stuff in there
yet. So why publish it half-baked only to receive the
expected angry response?

Though crofters and farmers have been asked
views finally, I wonder about how democratic
the formation of a policy like this really is. Bear
in mind that it is worth a lot of money to some
landowners – some receive over £1 million per
annum of public money, so there is a lot to play
for. Probably the most comprehensive research
and contemplation was done by the Farming and
Food Production Future Policy Group, but the final
report was not published due to the organisation
representing the large beneficiaries of agricultural
support vetoing it. It was eventually published
under a Freedom of Information request. Despite
the group’s remit being to “explore and make
recommendations on future farming and food
production policy built around the six principles
set out in the January debate with a view to
making clear recommendations for future policy
development for Farming and Food Production in
the course of 2020”, the final recommendations
have been largely ignored by government.
Instead, there were hastily put-together ‘farmerled climate change groups’. The Hill, Upland and
Crofting group didn’t finish its work and made it
clear that the report they submitted was ‘interim’
and that they needed more time. Again, ignored
by government.
Scottish Government then established an
Agriculture Reform Implementation Oversight
Board (ARIOB), the remit of which is “to support
implementation of policy reform” – policy reform
implemented by whom? This ‘Oversight Board’
is supported itself by the Scottish Government’s
Academic Advisory Panel and further support
(there’s a lot of supporting going on) is offered

New Agriculture Bill fails to get anywhere near the sunlit uplands of hope and aspiration

by the Agriculture Policy Development Group
(APDG) which assists with the development of
policy detail. So we have detail at last. But who
does the APDG consist of? None other than the
director of policy (senior lobbyist) for the same
organisation mentioned earlier that represents the
big businesses that do so well out of the agriculture
support system. And, also on the APDG, is the
head of land use policy for RSPB Scotland, who
own over 125,000 acres of land in Scotland.
Now, I have the greatest respect for both of these
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people’s professional capability, but surely they
have a vested interest in how agricultural support
is allocated? The third person, yes there are only 3
on the APDG, is a retired civil servant.
Perhaps thereby lies the answer to my question. Is
the draft bill simply shabby and inept, ill-conceived
like the Islands Bond, or is the consultation
nothing more than a ‘tick-box exercise’, allowing
government to claim to have consulted whilst
the real influencing goes on behind closed doors
amongst a few members of the elite?
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CROFTING NOTICES - SEPTEMBER 2022
Breasclete Common Grazings
Formal intimation under the Crofters (Scotland) Act 1993
Notice is hereby given that The Carloway Estate Trust (Urras Oighreachd
Charlabhaigh) and Ms Joy Standen have applied to the Scottish Land Court for an
order authorising resumption of 346.042 square metres and 73.20 square metres
respectfully of the common grazings of the townships of Breasclete. The purpose
of resumption is to (One) sell the said area of 346.042 square metres to Ms Joy
Standen for the purpose of developing garden and amenity ground and; (Two) to
regularise the position of the said area of 73.20 square metres whereby the said
area has been occupied as part of the Nurses Cottage for over 25 years.
On 5 August 2022 the Court appointed this intimation by newspaper advertisement
and ordered the applicant to send to the Clerk to the Grazings Committee copies of
the application, associated productions and the Court’s Practice Note No.4 (which
emphasises the need for crofters to protect their own rights). The Court ordered any
shareholder or other person having a legal interest who opposes the application or who
wishes to claim compensation or a share in value of the land to be resumed, to lodge
answers, including details of any such claim, with the Principal Clerk, George House,
126 George Street, Edinburgh, EH2 4HH within fifteen days from the end of the period
covered by this edition of Events. Copies of the application, productions and Practice
Note have been sent to Mrs Mairi Macaulay Reid, 27 Breasclete, Isle of Lewis, HS2 9EF
and these documents may be inspected either there, at the Court’s offices in Edinburgh,
or at the offices of the Agents. Copies of the Practice Note may also be obtained from
the Principal Clerk (Tel: 0131 271 4360). It should be noted that any further orders of
the Court, including the final order, will be intimated to those persons who have lodged
answers to this advertisement and to the Clerk to the Common Grazings Committee.
Copies of any further orders may be obtained from the Principal Clerk upon request.
Messrs Anderson MacArthur Solicitors
Old Bank of Scotland Buildings
South Beach, Stornoway, Isle of Lewis HS1 2BG
(Agents for the Applicant)
of which intimation is hereby made.
Messrs MacDonald MacIver & Co.
20 Francis Street, Stornoway, Isle of Lewis HS1 2NB
(Agents for Joy Standen) C/O Jonathan MacIver

First Registration
of a Croft

First Registration
of a Croft

Anne Graham has registered her 32 Upper Bayble,
Stornoway on the Crofting Register held by the
Registers of Scotland.

Dolina Mary Maclean has registered her croft 12
Gravir, Parish of Lochs on the Crofting Register
held by the Registers of Scotland.

Any person wishing to challenge the registration
may apply to the Scottish Land Court by the 5th
February 2023.

Any person who wishes to challenge the
registration may apply to the Scottish Land Court
by 23 May 2023.

Details of the registration can be found at
www.ros.gov.uk/register/home.
The Croft registration is number C8365

Details of the registration can be found at
www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/home.
The croft registration number is C8629.

First Registration
of a Croft

First Registration
of a Croft

Annie Stewart has registered their croft 18 Vatisker,
Vatisker on the Crofting Register held by the
Registers of Scotland.

Dorothy Joan Macaulay has registered her croft 8
Keose Glebe, Lochs, on the Crofting Register held
by the Registers of Scotland.

Any Person who wishes to challenge the
registration may apply to the Scottish Land Court
by 18 May 2023.

Any person who wishes to challenge the
registration may apply to the Scottish Land Court
by 4th May 2023.

Details of the registration can be found at
www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/home.
The croft registration number is C8615.

Details of the registration can be found at
www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/home.
The croft registration number is C8589.

First Registration
of a Croft

First Registration
of a Croft

Aulay Hugh Mackay has registered their croft, 13
Breasclete, Uig, on the Crofting Register held by
the Registers of Scotland.

Mrs Iain George Mackay, has registered her croft
9 Reef, Uig, Isle of Lewis on the Crofting Register
held by the Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to challenge the
registration may apply to the Scottish Land Court
by 15th May 2023.

Any person who wishes to challenge the
registration may apply to the Scottish Land Court
by 23rd April 2023.

Details of the registration can be found at
www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/home.
The croft registration number is C8605.

Details of the registration can be found at
www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/home.
The Croft registration number is C8562.

First Registration
of a Croft

First Registration
of a Croft

CATHERINE MACLEOD, has registered her croft
13 Lemreway, Lochs, Isle of Lewis on the Crofting
Register held by the Registers of Scotland.

Mrs Joan Maclennan, has registered her croft 10
Reef, Uig, Isle of Lewis on the Crofting Register
held by the Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to challenge the
registration may apply to the Scottish Land Court
by 15th April 2023.

Any person who wishes to challenge the
registration may apply to the Scottish Land Court
by 15th April 2023.

Details of the registration can be found at
www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/home.
The Croft registration number is C8550.

Details of the registration can be found at
www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/home.
The Croft registration number is C8547.

New Tolsta Common Grazings
Formal intimation under the Crofters (Scotland) Act 1993
Notice is hereby given that The Stornoway Trust has applied to the Scottish Land
Court for an Order authorising resumption of 0.082 hectares of the common
grazings of the township of New Tolsta. The purpose of resumption is to regularise
the position of the boundaries of the area of ground, in order to sell the said area
to Stephen William Butler.
On 5 August 2022 the Court appointed this intimation by newspaper advertisement
and ordered the applicant to send to the Clerk to the Grazings Committee copies of
the Application, associated productions and the Court’s Practice Note No 4 (which
emphasises the need for crofters to protect their own rights). The Court ordered any
shareholder or other person having a legal interest who opposes the application or
who wishes to claim compensation or a share in value of the land to be resumed, to
lodge Answers, including details of any such claim, with the Principal Clerk, George
House, 126 George Street, Edinburgh, EH2 4HH, within fifteen days from the end of
the period covered by this edition of Events. Copies of the application, productions
and Practice Note have been sent to Mr Donald John Macritchie, 12 New Tolsta,
Tolsta, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0NN and these documents may be inspected either there,
at the Court’s offices in Edinburgh, or at the offices of the Agents. Copies of the
Practice Note may also be obtained from the Principal Clerk (Tel: 0131 271 4360). It
should be noted that any further Orders of the Court, including the Final Order, will
be intimated to those persons who have lodged answers to this advertisement and to
the Clerk to the Common Grazings Committee. Copies of any further Orders may be
obtained from the Principal Clerk upon request.
Iain M Maciver, Estate Factor,
Stornoway Trust, Leverhulme House,
Perceval Square, Stornoway
Isle of Lewis, HS1 2DD
(Agent for the Applicant)
of which intimation is hereby made.

To advertise your crofting
developments in the next
edition of EVENTS,
email all the details to
advertising@hebevents.com
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CROFTING NOTICES - SEPTEMBER 2022
First Registration
of a Croft

First Registration
of a Croft

Martin Gaughan has registered his croft 19b
Newmarket, Stornoway on the Crofting Register
held by the Registers of Scotland.

Seamus CM Macleod has registered their Croft 38
Upper Coll Isle of Lewis on the Crofting Register
held by the Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to challenge the
registration may apply to the Scottish Land Court
by 29th April 2023.

Any person wishing to challenge the registration
may apply to the Scottish Land Court by the 30th
July 2023.

Details of the registration can be found at
www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/home.
The croft registration number is C8575.

Details of the registration can be found at
www.ros.gov.uk/register/home.
The Croft registration is number C3557

First Registration
of a Croft

First Registration
of a Croft

Mr Murdo Macleod has registered their croft
33a Breasclete, Uig on the Crofting Register held
by the Registers of Scotland.

Stewart Maclennan has registered their croft 34
Scalpay Island, Harris on the Crofting Register held
by the Registers of Scotland.

Any Person who wishes to challenge the
registration may apply to the Scottish Land Court
by 15th May 2023.

Any Person who wishes to challenge the
registration may apply to the Scottish Land Court
by 1st May 2023.

Details of the registration can be found at
www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/home.
The croft registration number is C8579.

Details of the registration can be found at
www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/home.
The croft registration number is C8582

First Registration
of a Croft
Mr Norman William Mackay, has registered her
croft 8 Reef, Uig, Isle of Lewis on the Crofting
Register held by the Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to challenge the
registration may apply to the Scottish Land Court
by 27th April 2023.
Details of the registration can be found at
www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/home.
The Croft registration number is C8564.

First Registration
of a Croft
Philip Charles Collings, residing at 9 Upper Bayble,
Point, Isle of Lewis, HS2 OQH, has registered his
Croft 9 Upper Bayble, Point, Isle of Lewis, on the
Crofting Register held by the Register of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to challenge the
registration may apply to the Scottish Land Court
by 15th April 2023.
Details of the registration can be found at
www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/home.
The croft registration number is C8541.

PROPOSED APPORTIONMENT
OF A COMMON GRAZINGS
Donald Smith is applying for an apportionment of the
Arnol common grazings extending to 0.004 ha for the
purpose of an extension to an existing apportionment to
match fenced area.

Proposed Assignation of a Croft
Mr Donald Angus Mackay, residing at 22 Crowlista,
Uig, Isle of Lewis, HS2 9JF, is applying to the Crofting
Commission for consent to assign the tenancy of
the Croft at 6 Geshader, Uig, Isle of Lewis, to Murdo
George Mackay, residing at 22 Crowlista, Uig, Isle of
Lewis, HS2 9JF.
Written comments from those with a relevant interest
(which may be made public) to: Crofting Commission,
Leachkin Road, Inverness IV3 8NW, info@crofting.
scotland.gov.uk by 6th October 2022.
Please note that any comments you provide are
part of an open process and will be made available
to interested parties. Your comments would also be
released under a Freedom of Information enquiry.

Proposed Assignation of Croft
Donald Macdonald Ross is applying to the Crofting
Commission for consent to assign the tenancy of the
croft at 43 Upper Bayble, Isle of Lewis to Mairi M Ross
of 43a Upper Bayable, Isle of Lewis.
If you consider you have a relevant interest in this
application, you may submit comments in writing to
the Crofting Commission, Great Glen House, Leachkin
Road, Inverness IV3 8NW or email info@crofting.gov.
scot by 6th October 2022.
Please note that any comments you provide are
part of an open process and will be made available
to interested parties. Your comments would also be
released under a Freedom of Information enquiry.

Proposed Assignation of a Croft
DONALD MACKAY is applying to the Crofting
Commission for consent to assign the tenancy of the
croft at 11 NORTH SHAWBOST, ISLE OF LEWIS to
ALAN TREVOR TYAS, 35 Chestnut Grove, Newcastle
Under Lyme, Staffordshire, ST5 7DD.

Written comments from any shareholder or owner of the
said common grazings (which may be made public) to:
the Crofting Commission, Great Glen House, Leachkin
Road,Inverness IV3 8NW (e-mail: info@crofting.gov.
scot) by 6th October 2022.

If you consider you have a relevant interest in this
application, you may submit comments in writing to
the Crofting Commission, Great Glen House, Leachkin
Road, Inverness IV3 8NW or email info@crofting.gov.
scot by 6th October 2022.

Please note that any comments you provide are part of
an open process and will be made available to interested
parties. Your comments would also be released under a
Freedom of Information enquiry.

Please note that any comments you provide are
part of an open process and will be made available
to interested parties. Your comments would also be
released under a Freedom of Information enquiry.

Proposed Assignation of a Croft

Proposed Assignation of a Croft

ANGUS GILLIES, Crofter, 79B Newmarket, Isle of Lewis,
is applying to The Crofting Commission for consent to
assign the tenancy of the croft at 6 Carishader, Uig,
Isle of Lewis, to JOANNE RENNISON, of 4 Sandcroft
Drive, Houghton le Spring, Tyne and Wear.

Iain Macleod, Mullach Ard, 7 Grimshader, Lochs,
Isle of Lewis, is applying to the Crofting Commission
for consent to assign the tenancy of the croft at 7A
Grimshader, Lochs, Isle of Lewis to Douglas Patrick
McLaughlin, 7 Grimshader, Lochs, Isle of Lewis.

If you have an interest in this application, you
may submit comments on the proposal in writing
or some other permanent form to the Crofting
Commission, Great Glen House, Leachkin Road,
Inverness, IV3 8NW (e-mail: info@crofting.gov.scot)
by 6th October 2022.
Please note that any comments you provide are
part of an open process and will be made available
to interested parties. Your comments would also be
released under a Freedom of Information enquiry.

Written comments from those with a relevant interest
(which may be made public) to: Crofting Commission,
Leachkin Road, Inverness, IV3 8NW, info@crofting.
scotland.gov.uk by 6th October 2022.
Please note that any comments you provide are
part of an open process and will be made available
to interested parties. Your comments would also be
released under a Freedom of Information enquiry.

Page 12 - EVENTS

www.hebevents.com

08/09/22 - 05/10/22

Praise for work of produce-show exhibitors
L

ewis and Harris Horticultural Producers group (LHHP)
thanked all those members of the public who supported its
Local Produce Show on Saturday August 20 in Stornoway Town
Hall.
Thanks also went to all the exhibitors without whom there would
not have been the 160 exhibits.
Based on the success of this year’s Show, the LHHP already plans
to hold another show in August 2023. The last show was several
years ago.
Newly elected Comhairle councillor, Frances Murray, in one of
her first public engagements, opened the show by saying that she
was very pleased to have been asked and that, although she was
enthusiastic about gardening, she was easily distracted.
She rightly blamed the atrocious spring and summer weather, as
all Hebridean growers have done this year, for not doing more in the
garden. However, she praised the dedication of the exhibitors who

had obviously put a lot of effort into providing such a magnificent
display.

the splendid venue of Stornoway Town Hall. An excellent quality
backdrop to a quality show.”

Frances said “The last couple of years have really underlined the
importance of outdoor space and I certainly believe that all housing
developments should be planned with that in mind.

Experienced gardener Peter Harlington from Carloway kindly
agreed to be the Judge again this year and he too expressed his
delight at the quality of the entries, although that made his job all
the more difficult.

“Quite apart from the obvious benefits of being outside in the fresh
air, there are all sorts of physical and mental benefits, enhancing the
enjoyment of nature”
She continued “There are also community benefits such as food
sustainability especially as the cost of living crisis bites and I am truly
impressed by the quality of the floral, fruit and vegetable displays,
coming from the huge age range of the exhibitors I see in front of
me today. I am only glad that I am only having to open the show and
not to judge! I will leave that to the experts.
Dr Murray continued “I would like to congratulate all of you who
have contributed and the organisers, LHHP, for their hard work in

CROFTING NOTICES - SEPTEMBER 2022
Proposed Assignation of a Croft
Niall Macleod is applying to assign the tenancy of
the croft at 30 Ranish, Lochs, Isle of Lewis to John
Duncan Mackinnon, 9a Ranish, Lochs, Isle of Lewis.
Written comments from those with a relevant
interest (which may be made public) to: Crofting
Commission, Leachkin Road, Inverness, IV3 8NW,
info@crofting.gov.scot by 6th October 2022.
Please note that any comments you provide are
part of an open process and will be made available
to interested parties. Your comments would also be
released under a Freedom of Information enquiry.

Kneep Common Grazings
A Meeting of Shareholders
for Kneep Common Grazings
is to be held for the purpose of

ELECTING A NEW
GRAZINGS COMMITTEE
on Monday 12th September
at 8pm in the
Bhaltos Trust Office

Proposed Sublet
of a Croft by Tenant
Mrs Joan Matheson, 83 Pollock Drive, Bishopbriggs,
Glasgow is applying to sublet the whole croft at 29 Aird of
Tong, Isle of Lewis to Mr Donald Martin, Hushinish, Aird
Tong, Isle of Lewis for a period of 2 years.
Written comments from those with a relevant
interest (which may be made public), to: Crofting
Commission, Leachkin Road, Inverness IV3 8NW, or
info@crofting.gov.scot by the 6th October 2022.

The LHHP said they were delighted that Peter took his time to
inspect every single exhibit, leaving no leaf unturned, scrutinising for
flaws and searching for perfection which, of course, he found in the
superb vegetables, especially those of Stuart Oakley, of Leathad Ard,
Upper Carloway.
Peter was particularly delighted with the children’s entries, well up
on last year’s, but included everyone in his praise.
Comhairle councillor Rae Mackenzie was happy to hand out the
prizes. “All those who have won first, second or third rosettes will
already have, with anticipation, seen the results of their own hard
work, whether it be nurturing flowers, cultivating vegetables or
mollycoddling fruit to ripen at the right time”
The Best Vegetable in the Show award went to Stuart Oakley, as
did the cup for the most points in the Vegetables’ class and the Best
Exhibit in the Show.
Most points in the Fruit class was achieved by Ken Kennedy, of
Goathill, Stornoway and the Best Fruit collection cup also went to
Ken Kennedy.
Mr Mackenzie said he was delighted to be doing the honours again
this year and echoed Dr Murray’s sentiments. “I am witnessing a huge
number of polycarbonate tunnels being approved by the Comhairle
and being erected throughout the Outer Hebrides. I truly hope this
will lead to much more local, quality production for families to enjoy
and that this Show encourages them to emulate what we have seen
here today – pumpkins, aubergines, peppers, garlic, figs and grapes!
Susanne Erbida, the LHHP’s chair, closed the show by thanking
everyone especially LHHP’s sponsors- Maybury Gardens and
Willowglen Garden Centre, and the Comhairle’s Town Hall staff for
making all the physical preparations so easy.

Please note that any comments you provide are part of
an open process and will be made available to interested
parties. Your comments would also be released under a
Freedom of Information enquiry.

www.lewisandharrisauctionmart.co.uk

SALE DATES 2022

Proposed Sublet
of a Croft by Tenant
Marion Cunningham is applying to sublet the whole
crofts 11 and 12 Scalpay Island to Benjamin Morrison of
7 Scalpay, HS4 3YB for 5 years.
Written comments from those with a relevant
interest (which may be made public) to: Crofting
Commission, Leachkin Road, Inverness IV3 8NW,
info@crofting.gov.scot by the 6th October 2022.
Please note that any comments you provide are part of
an open process and will be made available to interested
parties. Your comments would also be released under a
Freedom of Information enquiry.

Wednesday 24th August
Wednesday 7th September
Monday 3rd October
Tuesday 4th October
Tuesday 11th October
(Provisional)

LAMBS
LAMBS AND EWES
RAMS,

08:30 START
08:30 START
5PM START

CATTLE SALE

08:30 START

No Cast Rams

All classes of cattle

ALL CLASSES OF SHEEP 08:30 START

including aged and Cast Rams

********************

TO ASSIST WITH BUYER NOTIFICATION & TRANSPORT THE BOOKING
DEADLINE FOR ALL SALES IS 1 WEEK BEFORE SALE DATE, HOWEVER
BOOKING MAY CLOSE EARLIER IF CAPACITY IS REACHED BEFORE THIS.
BOOKING DETAILS:

Book online @ www.lewisandharrisauctionmart.co.uk
FOR PHONE BOOKINGS CONTACT:

LEWIS
Kevin Macdonald ..........................................................................07766 740644
Kenny Macleod.............................................................................. 07810 448911
Kevin Kennedy ..............................................................................07899 759014
HARRIS
Donald John Macinnes .................................................................01859 502313
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CROFTING NEWS AND VIEWS SEPTEMBER 2022
Mustard spices up Heike’s life after 5 years
T

he Hebridean Mustard Company –
Mustheb – has overcome teething troubles,
passed initial major stress, made sustainable
connections, gained vital experience and
survived the pandemic.
When in August 2017 Heike Winter, founder of
the Hebridean Mustard Company, sold the first jar
of mustard produced in the Outer Hebrides, her
ambition was to establish a product that would act
as an ambassador of good, honest and genuine
taste.

Heike's passion is to help the versatile paste
achieve the status it deserves. She wants to show
that mustard is more than just a blob of yellow on
a plate, and that it goes with more than just steak
and sausages. Good mustard has a personality
and, unlike the most soulless industrial pastes
found at knockdown prices on supermarket
shelves, Mustheb leaves a lasting impression, a
good feeling.

She had not expected that the mustard would
soon become known beyond the borders of the
Western Isles.

In March 2022 she set another milestone with
the invention of the world's first mustard tasting
tent situated beside the road on the entrance to
Leverburgh from the north. Weather permitting,
mustard lovers can take part in a tasting experience.

Five years later, she can justifiably claim that
she has achieved the goal she set herself. The first
variety of mustard has seven siblings now. More
are to follow. The artisanal gourmet mustard, made
from premium ingredients, is winning over top
chefs in high-end restaurants and pleasing palates
all over the world. Even the Mustard Museum in
Wisconsin, USA, has given Mustheb space on its
shelves.

Heike affirms: “Those who know me know that
standing still is not an option. I want to continue
to surprise mustard lovers from all over the world."
Happy customers, that's why she is also braving
unpleasant issues, like the current problems around
sourcing global raw materials and the skyrocketing
of prices for raw materials. She is confident that
“Peace, Love & Mustheb” will continue to be a
must-have of the Hebrides for years to come.

Survey seeks to map
important areas of
native woodland
T

he Croft Woodlands Project
began its survey of local, native
woodland sites across Lewis and
Harris in August.
Croft Woodland Advisers, Robin
Reid and Viv Halcrow were closely
involved in mapping and assessing
the condition of the existing remnant
woodland sites.

Viv Halcrow and Steven Liddle conducting native tree survey on the Lewis/ Harris
Border in August 202

Croft Woodlands Project is funded
by an existing partnership between
the Woodland Trust Scotland and
Hebrides wind farm charity group,
Point and Sandwick Trust (PST) and
the results of this survey will be used
to work with land managers to protect
and, where possible, expand these
important areas of woodland.
The natural areas of woodland
found on the Western Isles are often
small in size and largely restricted to
remote coastlines and islands in lochs
where trees have escaped grazing and
browsing pressure from sheep and
deer.
These woodlands have been
overlooked by national surveys but
in the context of the Western Isles,
they are important sites as sources of
local provenance seed and vital for
the wildlife habitat they provide. They
increase the diversity of the landscape
and the resilience of ecosystems,
offering inspiration for new woodland
creation and restoration on the
islands.

A native woodland site on Pairc Peninsula, Ilse of Lewis

Photographs by Robin Reid

Western Isles native woodland sites
were last surveyed in detail in 2007,

a project then led by Steven Liddle
who now runs Greenbeard Forestry, a
Dingwall-based consultancy. Steven,
originally from Lewis, will work
with Croft Woodlands Project on the
new survey. The initial 10-day study
included chartering a boat to access
remote woodland areas on the east
coast of Lewis. Over the next couple
of years, the survey will be extended
to Uist and further sites on Lewis and
Harris.
Norman Mackenzie, who chairs
the Point and Sandwick Trust, said:
'We are delighted to be supporting
Robin, Viv and the Croft Woodlands
Project in their comprehensive survey
into native woodland in the Western
Isles and look forward with interest to
see the results of their report.
“The impact of the Croft Woodlands
Project in the last seven years, with
over 160,000 trees of native species
planted on the Western Isles, has been
a real success story."
Robin also hopes to identify new
areas to gather local native tree seed.
In 2021 the Woodland Trust Scotland
set up a dedicated seed collection
project, recruiting volunteers to
collect local provenance seed across
Scotland.
Robin explains, “It’s often difficult
to source trees with local provenance
to the Western Isles and other areas
of Western Scotland. Through this
project, we hope to change that
and help support local nurseries
with a supply of locally collected

seed. Several seed collection groups
have been set up across Scotland
including ours on the Western Isles
and while most collections happen
in the Autumn when the majority of
tree species set seed, we successfully
carried out a collection of juniper seed
in South Harris last December and we
collected willow seed from an area
of woodland on the Pairc peninsula
during June. We’ll have several more
events collecting seed in September,
October, and November when birch,
rowan and alder set seed”.
In 2016, Point and Sandwick Trust
teamed up with the Woodland Trust in
the Western Isles to offer people free
advice and support, and assistance
with grant applications, under the
Croft Woodland Project for the
Western Isles. Support for this project
was extended in 2019 and will run in
partnership until 2025.
The Croft Woodlands Project is a
Scotland-wide project to help crofters,
smallholders and common grazings
to create and manage woodlands
that will flourish. Managed by
the
Woodland Trust
Scotland
and partnered with a number of
organisations including Point and
Sandwick Trust, Scottish Forestry,
the Scottish Crofting Federation,
Shetland Amenity Trust, Orkney
Woodlands Project, Argyll Small
Woods Co-op, Coigach and Assynt
Living Landscapes, the Communities
Housing Trust and Woodland Trust
Scotland.
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acair
ON
C O M IN G S O

DORAS GUN CHLÀIMHEAN
MURCHADH MACPHÀRLAIN
Seo a' chiad cho-chruinneachadh dà-chànanach
de dhàin is òrain Mhurchaidh MhicPhàrlain, Bàrd
Mhealaboist, à Leòdhas a chaochail ann an 1982.
Ann an Doras gun Chlàimhean gheibhear bàrdachd
air cogadh agus eilthireachd, dùthchas agus
dualchas, cho math ri cànan agus feallsanachd, le
beagan fealla-dha a’ togail ceann bho àm gu àm.
For the first time, a bilingual anthology of the poems
and songs of the Gaelic poet Murdo MacFarlane
from Lewis, the Melbost Bàrd, is available in one
volume. In addition to his verse, which covers war,
emigration, heritage, language and philosophy,
a selection of MacFarlane’s other writings, in
Gaelic and in English, is included. A CD featuring
MacFarlane singing a selection of songs is included
in the book.

PRE-ORDER

01851 703020

THE WHALERS OF HARRIS

w w w.a c a i r b o o k s .co m

IAN HART
This fascinating book is the first to describe
comprehensively the history of the whaling
station located on the west coast of Harris in
the Outer Hebrides of Scotland. It not only
describes the history of whaling from Harris but
perhaps serves as a warning that we should treat
our fellow mammals on this planet with more
compassion, care and understanding.

Whaling station workers in the Lord Leverhulme period of ownership

How whaling created
jobs – and a terrible
smell – in Harris village
M

any readers will have passed the ruins of
the old whaling station at Bun Abhainn
Eadarra near the main road in north Harris and
wondered what exactly went on there.
Now we can all know … with the publication
of a fascinating and lavishly illustrated new book
by Ian Hart, The Whalers of Harris, covering the
history of the whaling station for the first time and
placing it in its global context.
Unfortunately, you will have to read the book to
find out about the whaling station as the complex
of rules surrounding the nationally preserved site
mean it is impossibly expensive to even install
interpretation boards in the location and Historic
Scotland has set such restrictions on maintenance
work that it is feared the remaining iconic chimney
will simply be left to collapse.
This was revealed at book launches which
took place in Tarbert and Stornoway at the start of
September.

Sign up to our newsletter for exclusive ofers

LEABHRAICHEAN CHLOINNE

There are a huge range of old photographs in
The Whalers of Harris by Ian Hart, and some were
on display at the launches to show how there had
once been three chimneys and many prefabricated
buildings on the site. The range of illustrations
show the scale of the operations – although
sensitive readers are reminded that this is a story
about a processing station for dead whales.
The ruins remaining today are the most
substantial remains of any such whaling station
in the northern hemisphere – and are part of an
industrial pattern which saw the whalers move
from country to country, and later ocean to ocean
in pursuit of the whales, without apparently ever
questioning whether their own activities were the
cause of the growing scarcity of the whales.

ACAIR, An Tosgan
54 Seaforth Road
Stornoway HS1 2SD
post-d: info@acairbooks.com
fòn: 01851 703020

@acairbooks
Tha Acair aʼ faighinn taic
bho Bhòrd na Gàidhlig

The book describes the establishment of a
whaling station in 1904 by a Norwegian whaling
family and the profound effect that it had on
whale species in the north-east North Atlantic;
the consequences of the First World War and
unfavourable trading conditions; the purchase
of the station by Lord Leverhulme’s Harris
Whaling and Fishing Company and his ideas for
experimentation, to introduce whale meat into the
food market in the Congo and create opportunities
for other whale products; and finally, after a brief
resurrection in 1950, the demise of the station
caused by the decline in North Atlantic whale
populations and alternative sources of cheaper
Antarctic whale oil. In the audience were some of
the people who’d been involved in that activity –

and compared the South Georgia whaling station
with the Harris one. The Bun Abhainn Eadarra
station was constructed largely from buildings
moved from Iceland and these were subsequently
moved on to South Georgia.
It is also a story tinged with tragedy and
severe consequences for the natural world. In
the first decade of operations, it removed from
the waters around St Kilda probably over half of
what remained of an iconic whale species, the
north-eastern Atlantic population of the North
Atlantic right whale, which had been hunted by
generations of Basque whalers off the coasts of
Portugal, Spain and France since the 11th century.
In 1904 this remnant population was on the point
of recovery, but it is now critically endangered and
probably extinct.
The launch event was presented by Bun
Abhainn Eadarra native Donald Martin – former
Lord Lieutenant of the Western Isles and former
chair of Acair, the publishers who have produced
the book. He was acting in the absence of author
Ian Hart for whom this is his tenth book on the
whaling trade.
Donald Martin was able to place the whaling
station in its local context and link its life over
almost 50 intermittent years to the lives of those
in the local community and beyond – as people
walked to work there and stay in the barracks
on a weekly basis from as far away as Shawbost.
What was clear from the memories of the families
involved was that the stench from the work of the
station had made an indelible impact on them.
And Ian Hart comments that the closures of the
whaling station through its intermittent life seem
to have gone unlamented as its work was regarded
as disrupting the herring shoals.
There is still work to be done on identifying the
people included in the photographs of the local
workforce as seen above – and Ian Hart and Acair
would be happy to learn more
The book also incorporates original research
based on archives in the United Kingdom, Norway,
Iceland, United States of America and Spain.
Ian Hart is an author of books which describe
whaling in the Antarctic, South Georgia, South
Africa and Brazil. He was a member of a small
team that established a whaling museum on the
sub-Antarctic island of South Georgia.
The Whalers of Harris by Ian Hart, ISBN 978-178907-081-1, Acair, £15.95, is now available in
local outlets.
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Firefighters boost as 15 qualify to start service
T

By Annie Delin

he Scottish Fire and Rescue Service (SFRS)
in the Western Isles is expanding, with a
passing-out parade held on Friday 19 August
for 15 new firefighters.
The cohort includes three students recruited
to Stornoway fire station, two for Valtos, two for
Scalpay, three for Benbecula, two for Bayhead
in North Uist and one each for Great Bernera,
Leverburgh and Lochboisdale.
All have completed a two-week course, held in
Stornoway, and now progress to a trainee period
attached to their local community fire stations.
Fraser Macleod, one of the students from Uist,
will serve with Lochboisdale community fire
station. He has followed his great-grandfather,
Murdo Macleod, into the service.
Murdo was a firefighter in Stornoway in the
1960s and Fraser has grown up with stories from
his time in the fire service and remembers the way
that he always spoke passionately and proudly
about his experiences.
He said: “It’s in my blood, to be kind and
considerate at all times, to help people in times of
need and assist the wider community where I can.
“The course was demanding, rewarding and
exciting. I have enjoyed every second of it. I have
a young son and I hope he grows up to feel the
immense pride I now experience when thinking
about my great-grandfather and his time serving
the community.”
Pim Verhees, who moved from the Netherlands
to Harris five years ago, is to serve with Scalpay
community fire station.
He said: “I am joining the fire service as I
think it is very important that residents of smaller
communities take some responsibility for the area
they live in and look after each other.”
Katie Maclennan and Donella Macleod are
to serve at Benbecula community fire station.

The passing-out ceremony at Stornoway fire station

They said: “During the past two weeks we have
thoroughly enjoyed our time on the course.
“We have been very lucky to have learnt so
much from our instructors and to work alongside a
great crew. We would like to thank the crew back
in our home station in Benbecula for encouraging
us and supporting us in joining the SFRS.”
Stornoway district watch commander Alan
Saunders was in charge of training, safety and
assurance and has been overseeing the course.
He said: “The trainees have shown great
enthusiasm in learning a vast amount of practical
skills and enhancing their knowledge, as well as
demonstrating a strong team-working ethic.
“These new skills will assist them to all become
safe, valued and effective crew members when
they return to their local community fire stations.
“Our team of instructors look forward to further
developing the students over the course of their
three-year trainee phase.”
Western Isles group commander Dougie
Campbell said: “I want to acknowledge the
dedication and hard work shown by the students
and local instructors in successfully and safely
completing this intensive course.
“I am sure all the new firefighters will be a
credit to their local stations. The addition of fifteen
trainees will increase resilience and allow the
service to keep our communities safe.”
Group Commander Campbell also said that
the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service continues to
actively recruit on-call firefighters for community
fire stations across the Western Isles.
If you are passionate about keeping your
community safe, are interested in becoming an
active member of the emergency services and
would like to earn some money in addition to
your current wage, visit https://firescotland.gov.uk/
careers/on-call.

(Photographs from Western Isles area SFRS)

Fraser Macleod

Katie Maclennan and Donella Macleod

Pim Verhees
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Events at Calanais Celebrating
Scottish Archaeology Month

Calanais archaeology…
unravelling the story

Tickets £3 on the night. Refreshments available from the cafe
Thursday 15th Sept at 7.30pm. Calanais in Context, New light on a
ceremonial landscape in Lewis. Dr Alison Sheridan (Archaeologist of the
year 2020), (Board Member UNT)
People often describe the Calanais Stones as mysterious. This lecture will demystify
this world-famous monument, explaining when it was built (and amended), why
it was built, and how it was used. It will also set the Stones into their broader
archaeological context, showing how well-travelled and well-connected were the
people who built and used it.

08/09/22 - 05/10/22

By Annie Delin

T

he exceptional archaeological landscape
of Calanais is at the heart of a programme
of events to mark Scottish Archaeology Month
this month (September).
On Thursday 15 September at 7.30pm, 2020’s
archaeologist of the year Dr Alison Sheridan will
shed new light on this ceremonial Lewis landscape
in her talk, Calanais in Context.
Alison is a research associate at National
Museums Scotland and president of the Prehistoric
Society. She specialises in Neolithic and Bronze
Age archaeology in Britain, Ireland and across
Europe.
She said: “People often describe the Calanais
Stones as mysterious. This lecture will demystify
this world-famous monument, explaining when it
was built (and amended), why it was built, and
how it was used.

Thursday 22nd Sept at 7.30pm. Sunken Treasures. Making Sense of
Hebridean neolithic Pottery. Dr Mike Copper.
How, then can we make sense of the rich ceramic traditions of the Western
Isles? What can the pots tell us about the origins and development
of Neolithic society on the islands? And what was the significance of
the deposition of large quantities of pottery in the murky waters of the
Hebridean lochs? In this talk, Dr Mike Copper of the University of Bradford
will attempt to cast some light on these, and other, fascinating questions.

“It will also set the stones into their broader
archaeological context, showing how welltravelled and well-connected were the people
who built and used it.”
The following week, on Thursday 22 September
at 7.30pm, Dr Mike Copper of the University of

Bradford goes underwater into lochs and bays
to discuss Sunken Treasures: making sense of
Hebridean neolithic pottery.
Mike completed his PhD on the Neolithic
pottery of the Outer Hebrides in 2015 and is
presently engaged in work on the Neolithic
pottery from the Western Isles as part of the Islands
of Stone project.
In his talk at Calanais, Mike asks: “How can
we make sense of the rich ceramic traditions of
the Western Isles? What was the significance of
the deposition of large quantities of pottery in the
murky waters of the Hebridean lochs?”
DJ said: “As well as all this, there is a family
fun day, and a series of competitions including an
inaugural research competition.
“We are really looking forward to delivering a
package of community events and opportunities.
We want to cater for all ages, for inquiring minds
and for the more practical amongst us.”
For more information about Scottish
Archaeology Month events contact DJ Macleod
on 07730 377137 or email donald@calanais.org.
You can follow events on social media via https://
www.facebook.com/CalanaisStandingStones

Your chance to join in the contests

T

he Calanais Centre is running a series of events to mark Scottish Archaeology Month in
September.

Donald ‘DJ’ Macleod, the engagement officer for the Calanais visitor centre, says there is a family
fun day as well as a series of competitions including an inaugural research competition.
“We are really looking forward to delivering a package of community events and opportunities…
we want to cater for all ages and stages and for inquiring mind and for the more practical amongst us.”
The Calanais centre is running three different competitions.
• An archaeology research competition
• A story competition.
• An art competition
In the Archaeology Research competition, your research should be either written on A4 paper or
created as a PowerPoint presentation.

Saturday 24th Sept.at 11.30am. Family Fun Activity Sessions. Suitable for
lower primary age ranges, some on site fun activities taking us from the
Ice Age to the Space Age. Prior Registration Essential. Fuller Information
on Registration

You can choose one of the themes below:
• The archaeology of my area: Have a look around where you live, investigate a building, an
artifact, a stone wall or ridges / mounds in fields or crofts that are evidence people’s activity in
the past.
• The archaeology of my culture: What is in your cultural background that you could research,
something from another continent or country or your origins from way past.
• The archaeology that fascinates me: It could be the Pyramids, coins, buildings or roads from
the Roman Empire, or something from China, Africa, or the Americas, also it could also be
local, or from your family heritage.
For the Story Competition, your story should be written, or word processed on to A4 paper and
be no more than 2000 words long.
You can choose from one of the themes below which are about the Carloway Broch, or you can
choose your own as long as it is linked to the archaeology of the island.
• Morisons and Macaulays theft and revenge: Look up the story of the theft of Macaulay cattle
by the Morrisons, and the events that followed.

Join us for some fun educational activities, activities to stimulate interest
in archaeology local and international. Some activities will be weather
permitting, but all participants must wear outdoor clothing and footwear.

Contact DJ Macleod on 07730377137 or email donald@calanais.org
to register your attendance, and for further details

• The Broch 200BC: Use your imagination and write about what life was like for the people of
the Broch in 200BC. The fear, the famine and hardness of the lives they lived.
For the Art Competition, the subject should be some historic or archaeological location/site
which is either near you or is something that you feel passionate about. The art need not be a true
representation of what you are drawing or painting but can be stylized or dramatized in any way
you feel. No bigger than A5 and using any media you wish.
Please submit your entries by Friday September 16. The award ceremony for the best pieces of
work will be on September 22 at an evening event in the Calanais centre
For more information contact DJ Macleod, on 07730 377137 or email donald@calanais.org
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Why An Lanntair’s
Brilliant & Forever
Festival was simply fun…
T

he Brilliant & Forever festival was brought
to life for the first time in August - local
writer and author of The Brilliant & Forever
novel, Kevin MacNeil reflects on his story
becoming a reality…

The Brilliant & Forever was part of Scotland’s
‘Year of Stories 2022’ and was essentially an
entertaining, good-natured literary competition,
featuring a lot of humour and a few twists along the
way. It’s fair to say that some people were initially
sceptical about the project, as though they hadn’t
met a talking alpaca before. A sizeable marquee
pretty much at capacity, however, spoke for itself,
as did an enthusiastic and engaged audience that
was much larger than we had any right to expect,
especially given the cold monsoon weather.

In truth, the quality of writing submitted was
so pleasingly high that the judges had decided to
create a Highly Commended list for some of those
whose work was not shortlisted. It was gratifying to
know that writers – new and established, aspiring
and published – responded to a quirky idea with
relish. The wide-ranging stories probed the psyche,
ventured into the surreal, evoked deep emotional
reactions of nostalgia, compassion, loss, love, and
more.
Often, when the imagination seeps its way into
physical reality, numerous serendipities occur. As
is fair and professional, the submitted short stories
were anonymised before the judges read them.
When she perused the programme, Jenny Niven
(judge, eminent producer and director, former
Head of Literature at Creative Scotland) gasped.
She recognised someone; a shortlisted author
had worked with her on ‘Time Out’ magazine
in Beijing! Many such synchronicities arose,
giving the whole event the shine of something
extraordinary in more ways than one.
Meanwhile, participants had travelled from
North America, continental Europe, various parts
of the mainland and even Tarbert to enjoy not only
the narratives but the alpacas, the merchandise
(T-shirts, notebooks, badges, Stetsons!), the general
air of laughter and tacit zaniness, and the music
(courtesy of an appropriately relaxed and witty
Willie Campbell, setting exactly the right tone
for the afternoon). One mainland-based islander
made a stealth visit home, dressed in Gothic ninja
black, hoping their family wouldn’t spy them
because they wanted a quick fuss-free flying visit.
While this individual did feature smack-bang in
the middle of the TV screen on the BBC Alba news
item about the B&F, their surreptitious visit home
hasn’t been rumbled. Yet.
The joint winners of the golden alpaca statuettes
– objects they didn’t know their mantelpieces never
needed – were announced: Rachel Carmichael and
R.M. Murray. In one fell swoop, their respective
CVs became at once more impressive and more
surreal.
Reactions to the event have been uplifting.
Many people – participants and audience
members – requested that the event take place
again next year, and that a book anthologising the
stories be published. Whether this was the only or
the inaugural B&F Festival remains to be seen, but
one thing is certain: everyone had an experience

KAKATSITSI
DRUMMERS
Friday 16 September
£20/£18/£15/£10
Auditorium
Kakatsitsi are a group of traditional
drummers, dancers and singers
from the Ga tribe of Southern
Ghana, with their roots in the
fishing community of Jamestown.
Their music takes traditional
rhythms and chants from their
own Ga tradition and those of a variety of other West African cultures, rearranging them in a modern
and accessible way.

‘If you build it,’ said Kevin Costner (no relation),
‘they will come.’ And we – humans and alpacas
alike - turned the Castle Green into our own ‘field
of dreams’ on August 6, 2022. For this was the
day our unique (and slightly bonkers) Brilliant &
Forever literary festival took place.

Shortlisted authors (twelve human, one alpaca)
shared diverse stories in eight-minute slots, live
and in-person (or in-alpaca), except for three
people who had pre-recorded theirs. The trio
of expert judges (two human, one alpaca) gave
helpful, generous, and encouraging feedback on
each story.
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HEAL AND HARROW
Saturday 17 September
£16/£15/£13.50
Auditorium

to remember.
I don’t think many people knew quite what
to expect, but even for those involved the event
surpassed expectations. If we hold another B&F –
or even make it an annual event, like a smallerscale literary cousin to the Hebridean Celtic
Festival – I would tweak a few things, but overall,
I was thrilled with how it turned out. The marquee
on Lews Castle Green brimmed with bemused, and
then transfixed audience members. Writers gained
enormously in confidence from the appreciative
audience. People who would otherwise never have
met bonded tightly; meaningful friendships were
forged. The alpacas, of course, stole everyone’s
hearts. One audience member, writing afterwards,
described it as “pure joy,” and said she felt “lucky
to be on the island at the same time as the B&F.”
What have we learned from this adventure? I think
the Brilliant & Forever experience exemplified the
following truths: there is an appetite for literature
events in the islands, especially events that bring
people together in a relaxed and enjoyable
manner; literary events are a sound investment,
regardless of the weather; there is capacity for
literary festivals to take events and ideas seriously
without taking themselves seriously (from now
on, non-alpaca-themed lit fests will feel somehow
lacking!); there is tangible potential for greater
mudita, sympathetic joy, in artistic endeavour.
Literature, like many art forms, is sometimes
contaminated with a (deeply destructive) sense of
simmering envies and petty jealousies, but the B&F
proved that even in a ’competitive’ environment,
there can be sincere pleasure and overwhelmingly
positive connectivity.
A great many stars – the alpacas of Alpacan,
placard makers, tech and logistics magicians,
EventScotland folk (especially Emma), An Lanntair
staff (Moira, above all) – came into alignment to
make this work, and in the end, it felt as though not
just stars but entire constellations fell into place.
And so, it turns out the vision we had was
just crazy enough to work. Wet weekends in the
Hebrides, alas, are common; a rare event like The
Brilliant & Forever offers an unusual and edifying
alternative. We built it, they came. As if the
imagination, when carried over tangibly into the
‘real’ word, can bring with it life-enhancing colour,
novelty, an array of large emotions, moments
that last. The very stuff that, in turn, contributes
to making up a person’s own memories, their
journey, their story.
To read more about The Brilliant & Forever
Festival 2022, supported by EventScotland as part
of the Year of Stories 2022 - including blogs written
by two of the American shortlisted writers, visit the
‘news’ section on our website: www.lanntair.com

A new multi-disciplinary work
pays a humanising tribute to those
persecuted during the 16th and
17th Century Scottish Witch Trials,
while also exploring historical
beliefs in the supernatural and
modern day parallels in our
society. ‘Heal & Harrow’ is based
on one of the darkest periods in Scotland’s history – An estimated 2500 people were executed, 80%
of which were thought to have been women. This spellbinding live show seeks to combine music,
writing and visuals.

6 FEET 3 SHOES
Saturday 24 September
£15/£13.50/£10
Auditorium
6 Feet 3 Shoes is a celebration
of friendship across borders
told through feisty, percussive
flamenco,
Scottish
and
contemporary dance, performed
by three dancers plus two
musicians who play exhilarating
live guitar and fiddle. Dance,
storytelling, song and foot-stomping rhythms bring to life a story that resonates across generations
and cultures.

VENTOUX
Wednesday
28 September
£15/£13.50/£12
Auditorium
Ventoux is the most fearsome
mountain encountered on the
Tour de France. It is also the
story of Lance Armstrong and
Marco Pantani – whose drugfuelled race there in 2000 was the
greatest cycling had ever seen. 20 years on, Ventoux restages the race using breath-taking video
accompaniment and a pair of road bikes, asking the question – how far will we go to succeed?

SEPTEMBER
CINEMA LISTINGS
Thur 8 Sep

Thur 15 Sep

Elvis (12A) - subtitled

2pm

Fri 30 Sep

Fisherman’s Friends: One and All (12A) 7pm

Top Gun: Maverick (12A)

7pm

Sat 1 Oct

Where is Anne Frank (PG)

Bullet Train (15)

7pm

Fisherman’s Friends: One and All (12A) 6pm
Jackie Brown (15)

Thur 22 Sep

My Old School (15)

7pm

Sun 25 Sep

Where is Anne Frank (PG)

2pm

3pm

Thur 6 Oct

9pm

Fisherman’s Friends: One and All (12A) 2pm
- subtitled
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How Stramash brings out the best
Roland Engebretsen, director of Macaulay College CIC, reports on the impact of a summer festival with a difference.

F

or several years now Macaulay College has been lucky
enough to be involved in the Stramash festival on the green
in Willowglen, Stornoway, which this year celebrated its tenth
anniversary over the weekend of 12-13 August.

clients it clearly felt like being backstage at Glastonbury. Every year
the bands have made us very welcome, chatting with the guys, taking
photos, handing out drumsticks and plectrums and accepting their
help with moving gear etc. The impact of this cannot be overstated.

and of course requires a huge amount of hard work from the
volunteers who organise and run it. Not only do they raise money
for local good causes, but they ensure that access to the event is
available to all.

Initially we were asked if Stramash could raise money for us
through donations at the door, but we quickly realised that there was
a role for us in helping with the set up and delivery of the event as
well. This fitted much better with our ethos of participation, rather
than simply receiving a donation – though that is, of course, much
appreciated as well.

The event itself is truly excellent. The quality and quantity of the
speakers and lights, not to mention the technical abilities of the
engineers involved, are of a far higher standard than your average
gig.

This year, due to the financial pressures everyone is under, we
chose not to collect donations at the door, preferring to set up a stall
at the back corner where people could find us if they wished. The
people of the island are so generous that we took in as much this
year as any other.

The benefits of our involvement in Stramash are far-ranging.
As many of our students have quite complex needs, it is unusual
for them to go to a gig let alone be involved in the setting up and
stewarding of such an event. That involvement gave them a feeling
of ownership and with that came a great sense of pride and the
confidence to be more involved than in other similar situations.
It has always been part of our ethos that our students shouldn’t
be seen as people who need charity, but as active contributors to
society capable of working to help themselves and others. Stramash
helps us to achieve this aim.
The bands’ interaction with us was fantastic. For many of our

This is all made possible through a lot of hard work and fundraising
by a small, dedicated team who are passionate about providing the
highest standard possible, even keeping the festival free to enjoy, so
it is accessible to anyone.
The quality of the bands playing has always been phenomenal.
Local bands who we are often used to seeing playing in halls and
pubs finally get the platform they deserve. It is a testament to the
standard of our music scene that the whole affair comes across as
effortlessly professional.
It is also great to see one or two bands from the mainland every
year and the organisers always choose bands who can deliver a
great, fun, headline set.
The fact that this festival is free is a huge benefit to the community

• Stramash organisers said: “A big thank you to everyone who
attended the tenth anniversary of Stramash Festival. It was a weekend
of foot-tapping, smiles, catch-ups, musical firsts, bouncy castles and
community spirit.
“We are pleased to announce that a sum of £1,600 was raised
towards local charities Macaulay College CIC and Blood Cancer UK
Western Isles, owing to your kind donations.
“We are very proud to provide a platform for new and established
local music, a calendar event for the community and some muchneeded support and awareness to amazing local charities.
“As always, we are indebted to all the volunteers, sponsors and
artists that make the event possible!”

Philosophy course to
start in Western Isles

Discover
the wisdom
within
yourself.
Join us at the School of
Philosophy Scotland for
a course of 10 sessions.
We draw on philosophies from
East and West exploring the
wisdom within each of us and
how it can inspire us practically
in everyday life to help give
direction and rest in a busy world.
Online and in person classes
commence the week beginning
26th September. £10 for the term.
To find out more visit:

philosophyscotland.org

T

he School of Philosophy in Scotland - a
branch of the School of Philosophy and
Economic Science - has announced that it will
now extend its courses throughout Scotland,
including a new course for the Western Isles.
The School currently offers philosophy classes
in Glasgow and Edinburgh, covering both Western
and Eastern Philosophy and Meditation.
Following COVID restrictions preventing live
meetings in Edinburgh and Glasgow, the School
introduced online classes and recognised that
areas of Scotland outwith the Central Belt were
underrepresented. Online tuition, with separate
tutors and classes for each area, will now be
launched for the Western Isles, Inverness,
Aberdeen, Tayside/Fife and the Borders.
Diane Piper, course leader at the School of
Philosophy in Scotland, said: "During the COVID
lockdown, we realised that our courses not only
work well in person but also online, which vastly
increases access for people around the country,
whether they’re in a large city or a rural, remote
location.
“We realised that we could expand our courses,
which are about practical philosophy – our classes
are accessible and about tangible subjects such as
happiness, freedom and love, and incorporate
thinkers from other cultures, all underpinned by
practices in awareness and meditation.
“For many people, COVID raised big
philosophical questions, for example around
isolation and society, with people feeling the need
to connect with others to debate and discuss their
big questions. This is exactly what our practical
philosophy course is for – it’s not all academia, yet
it’s absolutely not ‘dumbed down’.

Diane Piper

“We are delighted to launch our course online
to five new areas of Scotland with individual
tutors for each geographical location. A term lasts
approximately 10 weeks, with study days allowing
students the opportunity to meet in person for indepth discussions and practical work sessions.”
The School of Philosophy in Scotland is a notfor-profit educational charity, run voluntarily for
and by students.
The first term costs £10 and subsequent terms
£75. To register for a place, please visit the
website:
www.philosophyscotland.org
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Harris mourns
‘heart of gold’ W

H

arris mourned the passing of a community champion described as ‘a
lovely lady’ with ‘a heart of gold’ at the end of August.

Ethel McNally of Scott Road, Tarbert passed away at Western Isles Hospital
after a short illness. She had just turned 85.
A familiar face for many years at Tarbert’s Bank of Scotland, Ethel was wellknown to all in and beyond the Isle of Harris as an enthusiast for exercise, devoted
to sharing the benefits and enjoyment of fitness with those of all generations.
She led the way with her own regular running and swimming routine, which
she continued until very recently. She was a regular competitor in marathons,
half marathons, and shorter races, running as a member of Stornoway Running
and Athletics Club (SRAC) and as a Calbost Harrier.
Running was her social life and her hobby. Ethel celebrated her 75th birthday
on the Pairc Trust five-miler in 2012, came first among over-80s women over
10k during SRAC’s European club trip to Munich in 2017 and posted a time of
1hr 47mins over seven miles during the Calbost Classic in South Lochs in 2019.
In 2014 she was, at 76, the oldest person in the islands to carry the Queen’s
Baton during the Glasgow Commonwealth Games baton relay, and in 2016 she
was presented with a service to sport award from Lewis and Harris sports council.
Fellow runner and Harris councillor Paul Finnegan said: “I knew her well
through Stornoway Running and Athletics Club (SRAC) and everybody knew
her in Harris.
“Ethel was a real inspiration and led by example. I would see her on her runs
and in the swimming pool even when she was well on in years.
“She had such enthusiasm for fitness and exercise and was always ready to
share it, especially with young people, for whom she was a great encouragement.”
Ethel was a member of SRAC for over 30 years and one of only five honorary life
members of the club. On the day of her funeral the club described her as ‘a legend’.
In an online tribute, a club spokesperson said: “Ethel was a communityminded person and gave volunteer time willingly to all age groups, teaching
youngsters to swim in the old canvas pool in Tarbert, providing outward bound
trips as part of Duke of Edinburgh awards, organising, and running the Harris
Half Marathon and providing Crossroads support to the older generation.
“She was active all her life from her youth in Dunbar and throughout her
many years in Tarbert.
“Up until a few days before her passing she met every Wednesday with her
old running friends, although latterly the running had given way to walking
around the Castle Grounds and coffee and cake after.
“Ethel travelled all over the world with the club and her running friends, most
notably the New York, London and Dublin marathons and the Midnight Sun
marathon in Norway.
“She was a dear friend, full of fun and adventure and will be sorely missed.”
Other tributes described her as ‘an absolute gem of a woman’ and ‘a good
friend to many.’
Ethel is mourned by her husband John, sons Jonathan and Scott, grandson
Kieran and sister Myra, as well as by nephews, nieces and a wider circle of
relations and friends.
The pictures were provided by friends and fellow runners.
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orried about your energy bills? Find out if you’re now eligible for
energy-saving home improvement grants of around £5,000

As the cost of living crisis deepens for many households
across the Highlands and Islands, the Scottish Government’s
recently announced changes to the eligibility criteria for
Warmer Homes Scotland mean, if you weren’t already eligible,
you could now get funded support to have a warmer home.
The Scottish Government made the changes to widen
the reach of their Warmer Homes Scotland programme and
support more Scottish households suffering from fuel poverty.
The programme can help eligible homeowners and private
tenants reduce their heating bills and save energy with Scottish
Government-funded support worth around £5,000.
To apply, contact Home Energy Scotland on 0808 808 2282
and our advisors will check what support is available and, if
your household is eligible, we will then make a referral to
Warmworks, the organisation that delivers the programme.

KEY ELIGIBILITY CHANGES:
• If you are aged 16 or over, with an eligible passport
benefit like Disability Living Allowance, you can access
energy-saving home improvements such as insulation
and draught-proofing to help your home retain heat and
stay warmer.
• If you are aged 60 or over, with a passport benefit, you
can access the full range of Warmer Homes Scotland
support.
• If you are aged 75 or over, without a working heating
system, you no longer need to be in receipt of a benefit to
access support.
• Eligible benefits for Warmer Homes Scotland now also
include the Adult Disability Payment and Child Disability
Payment following recent changes to disability benefits in
Scotland.

And, if you also receive the Cost of Living Payment, get in
touch to see if you are eligible for support through Warmer
Homes Scotland.
To access the programme, you must have lived in your
home as your main residence for 12 months or more, your
home must be assessed as having a poor energy performance,
and it must meet the tolerable standard.
Home Energy Scotland’s Highlands and Islands advice
centre manager Vicky Walker said: “These changes are being
made to widen the reach of Warmer Homes Scotland and to
support Scottish households vulnerable to fuel poverty.
“We’re getting in touch with people across the Highlands
and Islands who have applied in the past but didn’t meet
the criteria for benefits or age and who appear to be eligible
under these new criteria, and we would also encourage you to
contact us again if your circumstances have changed.
“And, if you don’t meet the eligibility criteria for Warmer
Homes Scotland, there may be other support available which
we can explain. This includes the Scottish Government’s
interest free loan and cashback, or an area-based scheme
through the local authority.”

WHAT’S AVAILABLE THROUGH THE PROGRAMME?
The improvements offered will depend on your home being
surveyed. Assessors will come to your home to survey it and
will recommend improvements which could include a range
of insulation and heating.

GET IN TOUCH TODAY
Don’t wait until the cold weather and eye-watering energy
bills arrive - check if you qualify now at homeenergyscotland.
org/warmer-home or call free on 0808 808 2282.

WorrIed about
your energy bIlls?
We’re here to help with impartial advice.
You could save money on your heating bills and get energy
saving improvements worth around £5,000 through the
Scottish Government’s Warmer Homes Scotland programme.
Call us free on 0808 808 2282 or complete the form at
homeenergyscotland.org/winter today.
Scan here to read more
about available funding
and advice.

Home Energy Scotland is funded by the Scottish Government and managed by Energy Saving Trust.
Energy Saving Trust Limited. Registered in England and Wales No.02622374.
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Hebrides’ menu of excellence at food and drink awards
T

aste, quality, environment and service are at the heart of
Outer Hebridean businesses shortlisted in the Highlands
and Islands Food & Drink Awards 2022.

To further sustainability locally, she continued that what is
needed, is coordination between food producers and throughout
the supply chain, “so that every business is sustainable in
its outlook, and we can promote this across all of our islands’
produce.”

After a three-year hiatus the awards are back to showcase and
celebrate the best products and food and drink experiences from
outstanding retailers to businesses demonstrating sustainability
across the region.

Also shortlisted in the Independent Retailer of the Year award is
Bùth Bharraigh, in Castlebay. Created in 2013 as a not-for-profit
community shop, it offers a cornucopia of goods showcasing the
best on offer from Islands’ producers.

Firms from Stornoway to Barra have gained a nod in categories
such as ‘Best Independent Retailer’, ‘Best Restaurant’ and
‘Sustainability’.

The awards will be formally announced on October 28 at a
ceremony in Inverness.

Talking about their shortlisting in the Sustainability Award
category, Melinda Whitington, who with her husband Brian, runs
Hebridean Charcuterie from Croft No.9 Ltd, said: “We are thrilled
that our determination to be sustainable in our ‘Wild and Free
Salami’ has been recognised, amongst such a wonderful group of
finalists.”
The Stornoway charcuterie business (charcuterie is the culinary
art of preparing products such as salami and cured meats) is the first
of its kind in the Outer Hebrides, and the company sources game
from community land trust Stòras Uibhist and pork from crofters
across the Islands.
Melinda added that Outer Hebrides food and drink is undergoing
a renaissance because of its world class products, wonderful small
businesses, and provenance.

Other Outer Hebrides’ businesses shortlisted include:
Best Drink - Isle of Barra Distillers Ltd.
Restaurant of the Year - Harbour Kitchen, Stornoway.
Best Eatery - Lorna’s Larder, south Harris
Best Food - Salar Smokehouse Ltd, South Uist and Benbecula.

Melinda and Brian Whitington of Hebridean Charcuterie at Croft No.9

Highlighting her company’s sustainability credentials she said:
“We don’t use plastic in our packaging, and we have low emissions,
in part, by using our electric vehicle, but overall, our sustainability
is down to using croft reared and community owned land wild
meats.”

Primary Producer Award - The Scottish Salmon Company
Sustainability – Hebridean Charcuterie from Croft No.9 Ltd; The
Scottish Salmon Company
Young Ambassador of the Year - Cameron Rae, Salar Smokehouse;
Alexander Ferguson, Isle of Barra Distillers

Getting to know your onions
By John Dory

A

visit from a keen gardener from a
neighbouring village with a present from
his polycrub was the catalyst for this month’s
column. He brought a bag of large, well
formed onions which was one of the best of
his vegetable products in this virtually sunless growing season for us on the western
seaboard.
I thanked him for his gift and then went on
to say that he was obviously a man who knew
his onions. There are several expressions in
the English language which contain the word
“onion” but perhaps the most well-known phrase
in which onions feature is “he or she knows their
onions,” which means to be experienced or
knowledgeable about a particular subject.
There is uncertainty about the origin of this
phrase but some people believe that it is linked
to C.T. (Charles Talbut) Onions who worked as
an editor with the Oxford English Dictionary
company from 1895. His last piece of work was
the Oxford Dictionary of English Etymology
so one could say that CT was certainly a man
who “knew his onions.” The history of onions,
the health benefits of onions, the “French Onion
Johnnies” and other facts about this remarkable
vegetable, that is very often taken for granted,
feature in the column this month.
Onions are variously thought to have
originated in Iran, Western Pakistan and Central
Asia but China also has a large claim as the
historical home of the onion. Traces of onion
were found by archaeologists from Bronze Age
settlements in China suggesting that onions were
used as far back as 5000 BC, not only for their
flavour but for the bulb’s durability in storage
and transport.
The Egyptians also held a high regard for
onions and they actually used them as an object
of worship. The onion symbolised eternity to
the Egyptians so onions were placed alongside
the dead Pharaohs. Onions were also used in
the mummification process as mummies have
been found with small onions in their eyes,
ears and next to their bodies. It is thought that
the Egyptians saw eternal life in the anatomy of

the onion because of it’s circle-within-a-circle
structure. Alexander the Great also believed that
onions increased strength and courage so vast
quantities of onions were fed to his armies.

Sausages with sticky onion gravy

In terms of health benefits, onions have always
been highly regarded by medical experts. They
contain anti-oxidants and compounds that fight
inflammation, decrease triglycerides ( blood fat)
and reduce cholesterol levels— all of which may
lower heart disease risk. The onions potent antiinflammatory properties may also help to reduce
high blood pressure and protect against blood
clots. Onions contain various vitamins, minerals
and potent plant compounds and have been
recognised for their many medicinal properties
since ancient times. Onions were used to treat
ailments like headaches, heart disease and mouth
sores and were even once thought to help after
a heavy night on the tiles. In more superstitious
times, onions as well as garlic were thought to
ward off evil spirits and wicked witches.

INGREDIENTS

As well as helping to promote good health,
onions are invaluable in cooking and are used
in countless dishes internationally. Where
would we be without onions in soups, stews,
onion gravy and curries! Onions are relatively
easy to grow in almost all climatic conditions.
Onion farmers in the UK produce an annual
crop of around 450,000 tonnes of onions with
the main onion crop coming from Suffolk and
Norfolk. The annual British onion crop pales
into insignificance compared to the total output
in China which is the world’s largest producer
of onions, producing around 25 million tonnes,
almost a quarter of total world production. The
next biggest onion producer in the world after
China is India with 23 million tonnes. This is
followed by the USA and India.

• 400ml beef stock.

There are literally hundreds of varieties of
onions which belong to the Allium species and
they come in all colours, shapes and sizes.
One of the most interesting variety of onions
is called Roscoff and is grown in the north west
coast of France in the Brittany region, near the
port of Roscoff. The onions are pinkish-brown in
colour and have a specific and delicious flavour.
Their fame spread across the English Channel

• About 400g sausages.
• Splash of Worcestershire sauce.
• 1 sprig thyme with the leaves picked.
• 1 tablespoon plain flour.
For the sticky onion gravy, it’s worthwhile
making three batches and freezing two.
This makes 600g.
• 50g butter.
• 12 medium onions, peeled and finely
sliced.
• 1 tsp brown sugar.
• I tablespoon plain flour.
• 1 sprig Thyme using leaves only.
• Dash of Worcestershire sauce.
• Salt and black pepper to taste.
• Dessert spoon grain mustard (Optional
for creamy mashed potatoes).
in the 19th century when hundreds of French
onion farmers who became known as “Onion
Johnnies” would come over from Roscoff every
summer on their bikes and travel round selling
their strings of delicious onions. The patron or
boss of the onion team would would find a
base such as a warehouse or shop to store the
onions and this doubled up as sleeping quarter
for the onion sellers. The peak period for the
“Onion Johnnies” came in the late 1920’s when
an estimated 9,000 tons of onions were sold.
The “Onion Johnnies” also travelled north to
Scotland, especially Glasgow and Dundee.
According to legend, the Roscoff variety of

METHOD
Fry the sausages in a deep frying pan with
a splash of vegetable oil for around 15
minutes until browned. Set aside.
To make the gravy.
Add the butter to the pan and then the
onions with the brown sugar.
Cover with a lid and cook for around 15
mins.
Remove the lid, add the flour and Thyme
and cook for about 5 minutes, stirring
all the time over a gentle heat until the
flour mixes well with the onions.
Stir in the stock gradually and bring to the
boil. Reduce heat and simmer for 15-20
minutes till sauce thickens.
Remove about a third and add to the pan
in which the sausages were cooked.
Add the sausages and a splash of
Worcestershire sauce.
Cook on a gentle heat till sausages are
warmed through.
Serve with creamed mashed potatoes.
onion was brought by a Capuchin monk on his
way home from Portugal who planted the onion
seeds in the monastery garden in 1647. The
onion quickly became a popular crop in the area
surrounding Roscoff and was particularly liked
by sailors who would take onions with them on
long voyages to protect against scurvy.
One of my all time favourite dishes is sausages
with sticky onion gravy. You can use vegetarian
sausages, too. This needs to be served with
creamy mashed potatoes and grainy mustard if
you like mustard or else spring onions, cooked
in milk, and added to the mash.

08/09/22 - 05/10/22

www.hebevents.com

EVENTS - Page 21

News
T

Stornoway Shouts

he summer months have proved a busy time for the
volunteer crew of Stornoway RNLI with a number of shouts
undertaken.
July ended with Stornoway RNLI lifeboat and crew launched at
around 1900 hours to reports of an overdue paddleboarder off the
Port of Ness, Lewis. Also tasked to the scene were the Ness, Bragar
and Stornoway Coastguard Rescue teams and the HM Coastguard
rescue helicopter R948.
The paddleboarder successfully self-rescued and was found safely
ashore; and Stornoway RNLI returned to berth, refuelled and ready
for next shout.
On Saturday August 13, the Stornoway RNLI volunteer crew
assisted in a missing persons search and launched to reports of
swimmers in difficulty in the Bragar/Arnol area. Also tasked were
Ness, Bragar, Breasclete and Stornoway Coastguard Rescue Teams,
and HM Coastguard rescue helicopter R948. Once on scene, it was
confirmed as a false alarm with good intent and all services stood
down.

Emergency Services Fun day full group

Emergency Services Fun Day RNLI

And on Thursday 25 August, Stornoway lifeboat and volunteer
crew launched at 2100 hours to assist a jet-ski which had got into
difficulty near Brevig Harbour, Lewis, with two persons in the water.
Stornoway Coastguard Rescue Team and HM Coastguard rescue
helicopter R948 were also tasked. On arrival the two persons had
been picked up by two local vessels and landed ashore where they
were assessed by the Coastguard Team and transferred to the care of
the Scottish Ambulance Service.
Stornoway RNLI then assisted with the recovery of the jet ski to
Brevig Harbour, and then returned to berth in Stornoway, refuelled
and ready for service by 0100 hours.

T

Fund raising events

here was amazing community support as always for the
Emergency Services Open Day on Saturday August 27.
Everybody helping had as much fun as everyone attending, even
if our ears are a bit sore from all the future emergency workers
trying out every siren, horn and noise making thing available!
We are grateful for all the money that was donated for Catch 23 to
go towards the wonderful work they do.

Tough Mudder before

We held our annual flag week from 11 July, which saw our
fundraising volunteers out in the town collecting. They faced some
rather breezy weather, and still raised £1798! Thank you to our local
community and visitors alike whose generosity will help continue
the work of our local Lifeboat.

‘End to End’ Trans Europe
Virtual 1600 mile challenge!

One of our most dedicated fundraisers is currently
participating in the ‘End to End’ Trans Europe Virtual
1600 mile challenge! You can walk, run or cycle, and the
walking powerhouse that is Jane has already passed the
1000 mile mark, and all money raised from sponsoring her
is coming directly to Stornoway Lifeboat.
Tough Mudder after

We would like to say a big ‘thank you’ and ‘well done’ to Gwen, Shannen,
Ruth, Emma and Karen - they completed a Tough Mudder race at the start of
the month raising an amazing £1505!

The lack of summer in the Hebrides hasn’t deterred her
and she is out walking in all weather!
If you would like to donate to Jane, a link for her just
giving page is below.
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/jane-Maciver3

Saving Lives at
Sea is back for
series seven!

Saving Lives at Sea is back for
another series, featuring more
stories from RNLI lifeboat crews,
lifeguards and the people they
rescue.

Stormy Stan came to help our fundraisers on their stall at the
Western Isles Lottery Summerfest. Though the weather was not very
summery, our community and visitors have once again been out in
force this week and have shown their endless generosity. We are
very grateful for all the donations, and want to pass on from Stan
that he was so excited to meet you all! He had an excellent trip to
Stornoway thanks to all your happy faces!

The
10-part
documentary
showcases the lifesaving work
of the RNLI around the UK and
Ireland. The series will begin
on BBC Two next Thursday (25
August) at 8pm, as well as being
available to watch on BBC iPlayer
afterwards.
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(Seonaidh Macinnes)

A great day for the whole community

Sunny day for Cnoc Soilleir’s official opening
Continued from page 1
in Gaelic and Englishand warmly thanked those gathered. Much of
the event took place using Gaelic.
Seonaidh then invited Mr Swinney, Margaret and Kirsty to perform
the ribbon cutting.
Inside they were greeted by the pupils of Sgoil Dhalabroig,
singing the traditional Gaelic song, Teann a-Nall followed by
Oran Cnoc Soilleir specially written for the occasion by Aonghas
Pàdraig Caimbeul. A Hebridean Dancing demonstration of Flora
MacDonald’s Fancy completed the children’s performance and they
then filed out before the formal speeches began.
Seonaidh MacDonald said: “It is right and appropriate that at this
auspicious Cnoc Soilleir Opening event, we all pause to recognise
the scale and scope of the achievement it represents, both now and
for future generations. Cnoc Soilleir embodies, in a very visceral way,
all that is good about our islands, Gaelic culture, our rich tradition
and our hopes for the future.”
Mr Swinney spoke with enthusiasm and warmth about the project.
He recalled a meeting in the Borrodale Hotel, across the road from
the new centre, held five years ago in very different weather when
it was almost impossible to see the field where the centre has now
been built. It was clearly an “imaginative and innovative project”
to preserve the future of the Gaelic language and allow it to thrive
within this community and share with this a wider audience
around the globe. It will provide “opportunities for education, for
music, for cultural expression, for gathering together, for essentially
contributing to safeguarding the future of the Gaelic language.”
He talked of his five years taking the “precious responsibility”

Kirsty MacMillan (left) and Margaret Walker (right)

for education and Gaelic and pledged continued support from the
Scottish Government for Gaelic.
Speaking after the event, Mr Swinney spoke of the immediate
chances of completing the second phase involving a proposed 200seat auditorium. “I was at an event the other day at the Pitlochry
Festival Theatre in my constituency where the theatre was built in
1979 … Phase 2 was opened last Friday night so I’m really not keen
to have that kind of timescale between Phase 1 and Phase 2 for
Cnoc Soilleir. The Government’s given a lot of support to make this
happen…and it’s just absolutely wonderful to see this making such
progress and there was a compelling case made for just carrying on
with the rest of it to complete what would be an iconic asset for South
Uist. So I am very sympathetic and I will have further discussions
about what additional support the Government could give.”
During the event, Mr Swinney was followed by Cnoc Soilleir
board member Archie MacDonald who chairs the board of UHI
Outer Hebrides, formerly Lews Castle College.
“We are very proud of what’s been achieved here despite the
challenges of the last two years.” He pointed out that Lews Castle
College was founded almost 70 years ago and had come a long way
over the intervening years and now had campuses from Stornoway to
Barra. Cnoc Soilleir forms an important part of this, both for Gaelic
and for the provision of other courses for the local community.
Seonaidh MacDonald took up the point about the challenges of
building the centre during the period of the pandemic and added
words of praise for contractors, Macinnes Brothers which were
warmly welcomed with applause from those present.
The next speaker was Mairi Macinnes, former head teacher of
Sgoil an Iochdair, who chairs both Ceòlas Uibhist Ltd and Bòrd na

(Seonaidh Macinnes)

Archie Macondald

Gàidhlig, and is also chair of the Cnoc Soilleir board.
She added her thanks to the funders – particularly the support of
Scottish Government which gave confidence to other funders - and
all those who have supported the development.
She spoke of the building’s key role in ensuring the strength of the
local culture and economy. She also made an impassioned plea for
support for the second phase of the project which involves another
£3m for an auditorium capable of seating 200 people.
“Our partners at UHI Outer Hebrides are significant and I often
go back to thinking what our Iain Macmillan [former Lews Castle
College principal] said: “Build it and they will come…” and that’s
already what we are seeing. There are many enquiries about things
wanting to be here.”
Mairi concluded with remarks drawing attention to the wall of
the meeting room – which is a temporary one ending the building
adjacent to the site of the proposed auditorium.
Following the speeches Niall MacDonald played the tune he had
specially composed for Mr Swinney to celebrate this momentous
occasion for the Uist community. He then presented Mr Swinney
with a framed copy of the beautiful tune.
Following the formal opening, guests were invited to enjoy a tour
of Cnoc Soilleir and view the photograph exhibition by Michael
Faint; poems by Niall Campbell with Gàidhlig translation by Martin
MacIntyre; and appreciate the island hospitality.
The building hosts a bespoke recording studio, a library, exhibition
space, and flexible communal space at the heart of the building that
will be suitable for events with an audience of up to 60 people.

(Seonaidh Macinnes)
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A dance was part of the event

Crowds gather for the opening
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Songs from Daliburgh schoolchilddren

(Fred Silver)

Sunny day for opening event

(Fred Silver)

Preparing for the official ribbon-cutting

(Fred Silver)

Mairi Macinnes (Seonaidh Macinnes) An informal chance to chat afterwards

(Fred Silver)

(Fred Silver)

(Fred Silver)

(Fred Silver)
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PLACES STILL AVAILABLE
FOR SEP 2022 ENTRY
Whether you’ve just left school and got your exam results, returning to education,
or want to learn a new skill – whatever your passion or interest, we offer a broader
range of study options than any single college or university can.
Study full-time, part-time, or online – whatever works for you!

Start your student journey with
UHI OUTER HEBRIDES this September
+ Prof Cookery NC - NC Professional Cookery - NC
Hairdressing NC - NC Level 5 Hairdressing
+ Health Social Child Studies SCQF6 - SQA Level 6
Health, Social and Child Studies
+ NC Art & Design - NC Art and Design
+ HNC Computing – HNC Computing
+ HND Computing - HND Computer Science

Evening Classes, Short Courses & CPD

Could a hobby be the start to your new career?
Try our range of evening courses to develop new
skills, enjoy time with friends and explore new
career options.
We offer a wide range of course including:
+ Gaelic
+ Music
+ Food & Drink
+ Art & Design
+ Jewellery Design
+ Hair & Beauty
+ Construction & Engineering
+ Maritime
+ Healthcare

Graduation Day 2022

More from Graduation Day
on Friday 19th August
on page 26
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Graduation 2022 Student Stories

Florence Jansen: Literature BA
Studied Full time in Stornoway
Relocated from Germany to study with UHI and now lives and
works in Stornoway.
"My course was unique, it gave me the opportunity to study outside
of a big city and provided flexibility with great support. My tutors
gave me wonderful one-to-one support and a great skillset and
confidence. Being close to nature and living in a small community
was a great experience."
Florence is now working as a Student Services office in the UHI
Outer Hebrides team welcoming and supporting new students.

Nisha Hallberg:
NC Art and Design
Zachry Scott:
MA Music and the Environment

Awarded UHI Outer Hebrides Student of the
Year award and put forward for overall UHI
Student of the Year.

“I chose to study with UHI Outer Hebrides because of how
completely distinctive the course sounded. The style of teacher and
support I received was wonderful. The staff were understanding and
passionate which made me want to do my best as be true to myself
as a student.”

Described by her lecturer Anne Mackenzie as “ambitious,
enthusiastic and supportive”. Her achievements include her selection
for a Graphic Design competition to design wall signage for the new
Cnoc Soilleir UHI College Campus. Nisha’s designs were reviewed
and selected by a panel of staff involved in the building project. Her
beautiful winning designs responded confidently and creatively to
the brief, and she displayed real professionalism whilst working with
external agencies.

Zachery is moving to Iceland in October where he hopes to set up
his own inclusive music and dance organisation.

She wrote a blog about her studies - Blog - NC Art and Design
Students Design New Installation for Cnoc Soilleir. (uhi.ac.uk)

Studied at home from Glasgow

Sharon Evans: HND Business
I feel studies are vital to my career progression. I would not have
been able to have applied for the role I am in now if I did not gain my
qualification. My course meant I was able to study in the evenings
and weekends whilst still working full time. lt was suitable to my
intended career path and gave me the step needed to progress onto
the degree level.
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Baby boom for Scalpay
I

By Annie Delin

n a dramatic reversal of island population
trends, the Isle of Scalpay has seen a
population explosion among its very youngest
residents.
More than 30 children now call Scalpay home
and were in attendance at a celebration of youth
and childhood as the old playpark re-opened on
Saturday 20 August.
In an apt metaphor for the new state of things
in Scalpay, the children challenged island adults in
the tug-of-war – and the children won with ease
It’s a far cry from 10 years ago, when the island’s
primary school closed its doors for the last time –
only three children were on the register in 2012
and there were no babies expected.
Now, though, Scalpay has 26 pre-teens, and
Kyles Scalpay a further four, including a new baby
born this summer.
Scalpay Community Association chair Gordon
Ness said the number of young people on the
island was confirmed as they planned Saturday’s
celebrations, with a head count of children necessary
to plan the amount of juice and crisps needed.
And he said the strength in numbers of the next
generation was behind growing enthusiasm to
bring everyone together, with Scalpay children now
so numerous that the island’s playpark is essential
to help keep them active and entertained.
At the grand re-opening on Saturday Micky and
Minnie Mouse were joined by Scalpay’s own light-

footed youngster Donald ‘Mossy’ Mackay (89),
leading a parade of young and old to cut the ribbon
at the refurbished play park.
Pride of the parade were fancy dress competition
winners Isla Morrison, four, her cousin Angus
Morrison aged three and three-year-old Georgie
Miller, all helping to cut the ribbon and declare the
playpark open.
There’s been a huge upgrade of a previously
unusable area, with new play equipment and benches
installed using funds raised over a number of years.
Western Isles Lottery has made a significant
contribution, with a new recycled plastic bench A young at heart Mossy Mackay with his
installed and £1,000 donated towards a bucket friends Minnie and Mickey
swing for the park.
Gordon Ness said: “There has been a dramatic
increase in the number of children being born here,
thanks to new people moving in and local couples
starting to raise a family.
“This has become a very enthusiastic young
community keen to revive island spirit and Scalpay
Community Association are now looking ahead to
next steps.
“The platinum jubilee event in June was
fantastic, with over 300 people attending, and
on Saturday we saw a similar number, with more
than 50 children including visitors from the Czech
Republic, among other places.
“Now everyone is desperate for the next thing and
there are a lot of ideas for the hall, for events and for Fancy dress winner Isla Morrison cutting
ways to engage the community, young and old.”
the ribbon

U

pholsterer Morag
Duncan is the new
face of the Church of
Scotland Guild, based
in
Stornoway
but
covering a much wider
North
of
Scotland
region.

T

By Annie Delin

Now a new business idea seems to have
unlocked the log-jam which was frustrating
service-providers, families and those in need of
care themselves.
Hebridean Healthcare is a new island-based
home care provider, specialising in support at
home for people with dementia, physical illness
or disability and able to work with medical and
mobility aids to provide personal care, sitting, meal
preparation, light cleaning and anything which
helps promote independence and dignity at home.

“But that is a great misrepresentation. During
the 125 years that St Columba’s Church Guild
has been running, and in common with all other
guilds, it has constantly evolved to move with the
times as its change of name implies.

The agency is the enterprise of Emma Macleod,
an experienced care-giver herself – and one with
the energy to match those in need of care to those
keen and willing to provide it.

“Men are now welcome as members and
in some Guilds, men are even office bearers.
Nowhere is evolving change more evident than
the introduction of Guild-supported projects back
in 1969. These outreach projects have never shied
away from challenging international issues such as
supporting ‘The Seema Project’ to build a home
for abandoned children of trafficked sex workers
in Pune, India.

and Eilidh, were old enough, Morag set up a
business in what had previously been her hobby
of upholstery. She has also acquired considerable
skills in IT from a course at Lews Castle College
which will be very useful in her new position as
Vice Convener.

“Also, closer to home, supporting intergenerational projects such as The Boys Brigade
and Crossreach. Over the past year alone almost
£50,000 has been raised for current projects.”

“We wish Morag every blessing as she takes up
her new role. Also, we would like to extend a very
warm invitation to anyone interested in joining our
Guild.”

Morag was born in Benbecula and moved to
Stornoway in 1991 where she in 1994 married
her husband Hamish. After their children, Andrew

(Scalpay Community Association)

he need for care has never been more
apparent in the Western Isles, with an
ageing population in desperate need of support
ranging from an occasional helping hand to
constant supervision.

The
St
Columba’s
Church
Guild
says
that to many people in
denominations outside
the Church of Scotland and even to some within it,
the Guild, or as it used to be known ‘The Woman’s
Guild’, may be viewed as a rather cosy insular
organisation.

Morag is being officially introduced in this new
role at the Guild Annual meeting on Saturday
September 10, but she has already been attending
Zoom meetings to familiarise herself.

The kids thrashing the grown-ups in the tug-of-war contest

Caring approach from
new company

Morag takes on new role
at church guild

Guild Leadership Teams located in the Central
Belt could seem rather distant from more remote
areas such as the Isle of Lewis. So, now the whole
of Scotland is divided into four regions, each
region under a Vice Convener.

Piper Seumas Mackay leading the parade to the playpark

Agnes Michel, speaking on behalf of the local
Guild says how delighted they are to have Morag
represent us at national level.

They can contact Agnes on 01851 700103
or
Morag
on
07823323070
secretary.
stcolumbasguild@gmail.com
The local Guild meets twice monthly on
Mondays in St Columba’s Church Hall during the
winter months.
Morag asks for prayerful support that she can
live up to the Guild motto Whose we are and
Whom we serve as “she embarks on her three-year
journey in the service of our Lord and the part the
Guild plays in that service to our community.”

Emma said: “Coming from a care background
myself, I was very aware of the lack of local
authority carers and felt that was where I could
step in.
“I knew there were lots of people wanting care –
from people who are already at home and need a
wee bit of support to those who are still in hospital,
have been assessed as needing care and can’t
come home until their care package is in place.
“But what has surprised me is the absolute
landslide of people who want to care. I have
enquiries every single day and I have been
blown away by the number of people willing to
get onboard and help to provide a much-needed
service.”
Emma seems to have unlocked a previously
insoluble problem, since she’s been approached
by people from the Comhairle and groups like the
Foyer and Crossroads Lewis, asking her for help, as
well as by a large number of carers.
She said: “I have very experienced, qualified,
caring people coming to me and saying ‘If it
wasn’t for you doing this, I wouldn’t have had the
confidence to do it.’ Setting up this agency has
acted as a catalyst, unlocking a reservoir of caring
support already here in the community.”

Emma (left) taking details from a client about their needs.

In effect, Hebridean Healthcare is working like
a match-making service, with Emma maintaining
a bank of qualified carers and matching them to
people who come to her looking for support.
She said: “Everybody we have on our books
is experienced and many have an SVQ in health
and social care because they come from a care
background, or already work in care.
“We can offer first aid and manual handling
care training in small groups and I always set up
a meeting with new clients to chat through the
details and see what they need. Then I can suggest
someone who might be able to help them.
“The carers themselves are self-employed and
extremely flexible. Most of them already work up
to 35 hours in care and are looking for extra hours
in their spare time.
“People are doing this around their own busy
lives and that’s what takes me by surprise. Before
I set this up, people were coming to me asking for
support and I was turning them down – then they
would say ‘do you know of anybody else?’ That’s
what gave me the idea.
“I think this is something the islands have needed
for some time and I’m really glad I have had such a
positive response from the existing care services. I
can work with them to lighten their load.”
You can contact Hebridean Healthcare via
their Facebook page, by email at hebhealthcare@
hotmail.com or by phone on 07969 421091.
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Welcome to

A warm welcome awaits you at The New Lewis.
A local public house serving hot and cold foods daily, using local
produce including fish, haggis, and Stornoway black pudding! Also
serving a large selection of some of the finest, alcoholic,
non-alcoholic and hot beverages Scotland has to offer.
Family & Dog friendly.

Located @ 8-10 North Beach, Stornoway
Call: 01851704567 Email: hello@lewisleodhas.scot
Facebook: www.facebook.com/LoveHebridean
Our beautiful Venue “LEGACY” is available for private hire events
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Live music & other events in Legacy, our upstairs venue, see our social page for up to date information

Burger - 2 for £10 on meals every Wednesday

Fine Scottish Cheeses & Hebridean Charcuterie from Croft No9,
on the ever popular Crofter’s Boar

Our fresh, energetic & helpful team

Fresh home baking, tea & coffee available daily

Fresh dishes using local suppliers

Children & furry children welcome
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Bookbug, Peeple,
Seinn is eile do na
Tràth-bhliadhnaichean
Uill, tha na sgoiltean air tilleadh às dèidh samhraidh far
am faca sinn tachartasan gu leòr air an eilean. Ach, tha
aon phàirt dhen choimhearsnachd nach eil ag ullachadh
airson bliadhna na sgoile fhathast agus ‘s e sin an
fheadhainn bheaga fo aois trì bliadhna. ‘S ann airson nam
piatain bheaga sin a tha sinn air a bhith ag ullachadh
chothroman a bhith a’ tighinn còmhla lem pàrantan nan
coimhearsnachdan fhèin.
Tha sinn an dùil a bhith air an rathad a’ cèilidh air gach
coimhearsnachd bho Nis gu Barraigh le seiseanan Bookbug
sa Ghàidhlig, cothroman seinne còmhla, agus seiseanan
cluiche ‘Peeple’ am broinn an taighe agus a-muigh, an dà
chuid. Ged a tha coltas an fhoghair san èadhar, chan eil sin
a’ dol a chur stad oirnn bho bhith a’ riagail!
Tha sinn an dòchas a thighinn a chèilidh air gach
coimhearsnachd co-dhiù aon uair sa mhìos, ach ma tha
sibh airson ’s gun tig sinn gu tachartas coimhearsnachd
air Disathairne sam bith airson an fheadhainn bheaga
a chumail seisichte, bhiodh sinn air ar dòigh a thighinn
thugaibh.
Tha na seiseanan spòrsail, aotrom agus gu tur anasgaidh – agus tha leabhraichean gu leòr againn rin toirt
seachad air an latha (Gàidhlig agus Beurla) le taic bhon
Scottish Book Trust.
Gheibh sibh treallaich fiosrachaidh cuideachd bho
na stiùirichean-cluiche againn mu dheidhinn taic 1+1 a
thaobh sgilean Gàidhlig airson teaghlaichean, oideachadh
an-asgaidh, agus na goireasan a tha sinn air a chur airloidhne as t-samhradh sa chaidh gus ur cuideachadh.
Cumaibh ur sùil air sanasachd an seo fhèin agus air
na meadhanan sòisealta anns na seachdainean a tha
romhainn no curaibh fios thugainn aig jamacleod1t@gnes.
net airson cuairt-litir fhaighinn gach mìos.

Bookbug, Peeple,
Singing and other
activities for the
Early Years
Our schools have returned after a long summer of islandwide activities and events. There is, however, one important
group within our community that isn’t gearing up for the
school year ahead, and that’s the littles ones under three
years of age. It is for them and their carers that we’ve been
preparing a timetable of play opportunities in their own
communities.
We’ll be out on the road soon, visiting every community
from Ness to Barra with Gaelic Bookbug sessions, Singalongs, and ‘Peeple’ play sessions indoors and out.
Although autumn is in the air, we’re not going to let that
stop us exploring the outdoors!
We hope to visit every community at least once a month,
but if you’d also like us to come along to community events
on Saturdays to keep the wee ones entertained, we’d be
delighted to join you.
The sessions are fun, light-hearted and completely free –
and we have books to give away on the day (both Gaelic
and English) thanks to The Scottish Book Trust.
Our playleaders will also provide a wealth of guidance
on 1+1 support for families to extend their Gaelic skills,
free tutoring and learning from Comhairle staff, and the
learning resources that we have put online this summer to
help you along.
Keep an eye out for updates via social media, or
contact jamacleod1t@gnes.net to sign up for our monthly
newsletter.
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Iomairtean Comunn na
Gàidhlig tron t-samhradh
Tha samhradh air leth trang air a bhith aig oifigearan iomairt Comunn na Gàidhlig air feadh nan
Eilean. An seo, tha iad ag innse dhuinn beagan mu na bha a’ dol anns na sgìrean aca:
Comunn na Gàidhlig officers throughout the Islands have had a very busy summer. Here they tell
us a little about what was happening in their areas:

Iomairt na Hearadh (Harris)
Abair spòrs a bh’ againn sna Hearadh as t-samhradh seo le
farsaingeachd de thachartasan airson diofar aoisean. Chaidh
buidhnean a-mach a surfadh, bha pròiseactan ealain ann, geamannan
air an tràigh, turas gu pàirc-chluiche Àth Linne agus turas gu na
h-Eileanan Mòra còmhla ri àrd-sgoilearan bho Sgoil an Tairbeirt agus
Àrd-Sgoil Mhicneacail. Chaidh sinn cuideachd air turas a chèilidh air
Iomairt Ghàidhlig Uibhist ann am Beàrnaraigh. Rinn sinn caraidean
ùra le ur nàbaidhean tarsainn a’ chaolais agus fhad ’s a bha sinn thall,
fhuair sinn cothrom geamannan a chluiche aig Talla Bheàrnaraigh
agus tadhal air carragh-cuimhne Fhuamhaire Mhicasgaill.
Chaidh na tachartasan a chur air dòigh airson òigridh na sgìre le
Fiona NicCoinnich, oifigear Iomairt Na Hearadh, agus bha rudeigin
ann airson gach aois bho BS1-ÀS6, leis an amas cothroman a
chruthachadh don òigridh spòrs a bhith aca agus a’ Ghàidhlig aca a
leasachadh aig an aon àm. Agus abair tlachd a bhith a’ dèanamh a
h-uile rud tro mheadhan na Gàidhlig!
Tha sinn cho fortanach a bhith a’ fuireach ann an àite far an
urrainn dhuinn an àrainneachd a chleachdadh gu ar buannachd le
tòrr thachartasan a’ gabhail àite a-muigh. Ged nach robh a’ ghrian a’
deàrrsadh fad an t-samhraidh, cha do chuir sin stad orinn!
What fun we had in Harris this summer! There were different
activities for a range of age groups running all summer, such as
surfing, arts, games on the beach, a trip to Aline Playpark and a trip
to the Shiant Isles with Secondary pupils from Sir E Scott School and
The Nicolson Institute. We also visited Iomairt Uibhist in Berneray,
making new friends with our neighbours across the Sound. While
there, we played games in Berneray Hall and also visited the
monument for Giant MacAskill.
All activities for the youngsters in the community were organised
by Fiona MacKenzie, CnaG officer for Harris. There was something for
all ages from P1-S6, with the aim of creating opportunities for young
people to have fun and improve their Gaelic at the same time. And
what a pleasure it was to do everything through the medium of Gaelic!
We are so fortunate to live in a place where we can use the
environment to our advantage with lots of activities happening outdoors.
Although the sun wasn’t shining all summer, that didn’t stop us!

Iomairt Sgìre nan Loch agus Bun-sgoil
Steòrnabhaigh (Lochs and Stornoway Primary)
Ghabh tachartasan eadar-dhealaichte àite ann an Steòrnabhagh agus
sgìre nan Loch anns na làithean-saora. Bha clubaichean samhraidh
le measgachadh de chur-seachadan a’ ruith anns a’ Gheàrradh
Chruaidh airson sgoilearan Bun-sgoil Steòrnabhaigh, agus anns na
Lochan bha Club Samhraidh againn airson chloinne bho BS1-4 aig
Talla Coimhearsnachd Liùrbost. Rinn sinn rèis le bùrn, cuairt ulaidh
agus ealain a-muigh le peant. Fhuair BS5-7 an cothrom seisean
bùird-seasaimh a dhèanamh aig Loch Orasaigh còmhla ri Spòrs
Gàidhlig. Chòrd e gu mòr ris an òigridh sgil ùr ionnsachadh, ged a
bha e rud beag gaothach!

Several different events took place in the Stornoway and Lochs
areas during the summer holidays. We ran holiday clubs in the
Castle Grounds for Stornoway Primary pupils in which they were
involved in a range of different activities, and in Lochs we had
a Holiday Club for P1-4 pupils in the North Lochs Community
Centre. There was a scavenger hunt and water relay and we did
art activities with paint outside. Meanwhile, P5-7 pupils had the
opportunity to go paddleboarding with Spòrs Gàidhlig on Loch
Orasaigh. They had a great time learning a new skill, even though
it was a bit windy!
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Iomairt Loch a Tuath (Broadbay Area, Lewis)
There was plenty of activity in the Broadbay Area over the course of
this summer. There were summer camps in both the Tong/Back and
Point areas, which were well attended by the local young people. In
Point we did football training, created maps of the area and learnt
how to “collage”, as well as playing different games. In Tong, there
were art activities as well as a scavenger hunt. We also had great fun
trying some yoga and decorating our own t-shirts. It was great to be
able to offer a range of activities, so that there was something for
everyone as well as something new for people to try.

Bha tòrr a’ tachairt ann an Sgìre Loch a Tuath tron t-samhradh seo le
cothroman air leth airson diofar aoisean a’ Ghàidhlig a chleachdadh
agus a leasachadh tro spòrs anns a’ choimhearsnachd le oifigear
iomairt Loch a Tuath, Sarah Nicaoidh.
Am measg na bha a’ dol, bha campaichean làn thachartasan ann
an sgìre Thunga/a’ Bhac agus anns an Rubha anns an robh àireamh
mhath de dh’òigridh nan sgìrean sin an sàs. Aig campa an Rubha
bha trèanadh ball-coise ann, chruthaich sinn mapaichean den sgìre
agus dh’ionnsaich sinn mar a dhèanadh sinn “collage”. Aig campa
Àird Thunga, rinn sinn ealain agus chaidh sinn timcheall na sgìre
air “cuairt ulaidh”. Bha deagh spòrs againn cuideachd is sinn a’
feuchainn air iòga agus a’ sgeadachadh lèintean-t dhuinn fhèin.
Le bhith a’ tabhann roghainn de chur-seachadan tarraingeach don
òigridh agus cothrom gus rudeigin eadar-dhealaichte a dhèanamh
anns gach seisean, bha gu leòr ann a chòrd ris a h-uile duine agus
pàilteas chothroman gus rudan ùra fheuchainn.
Fhuair buidheann de dhaoine òga bho sgìre Loch a Tuath cuideachd
cothrom seisean sligheadaireachd a dhèanamh anns a’ Gheàrraidh
Chruaidh ann an com-pàirteachas le Spòrs Gàidhlig. B’ e latha air leth
a bha seo don òigridh: chan ann a-mhàin gun d’ fhuair iad cothrom
air sgil ùr ionnsachadh agus na sgilean mapa aca a leasachadh, ach
choinnich iad cuideachd ri daoine òga bho sgìrean eile.
Aig deireadh nan saor-làithean, chuir oifigearan Iomairt Loch a Tuath,

Iomairt Iar Thuath Leòdhais agus Iomairt Bun-Sgoil Steòrnabhaigh
agus ann an com-pàirteachas le sgioba “Thig a Chluich”, Latha
Spòrs Teaghlaich air dòigh. Ghabh seo àite ann an Ionad Fàilte
Steòrnabhaigh agus bha cha mhòr ceathrad neach an làthair; pàrantan
agus clann fo aois-sgoile agus clann nas sìne cuideachd. Thug seo
clann de gach aois còmhla agus b’ e cothrom a bh’ ann a shealltainn
do phàrantan dè tha ri fhaighinn dhan cuid chloinne aig aois sam bith
tro mheadhan na Gàidhlig. Chaidh sgioba Thig a Chluich air cuairt
bugaidh fhad ’s a dh’fhalbh oifigearan ChnaG air cuairt ulaidh leis an
fheadhainn nas sine. Aig deireadh an latha, thàinig sinn uile còmhla
airson sgeulachdan is òrain fo stiùir Thig a Chluich.

A group of young people from the Broadbay area also attended
an orienteering session in partnership with Spòrs Gàidhlig. This was a
great opportunity for them to learn a new skill and develop their map
work, as well as meeting with young people from different areas.
At the end of the summer holidays, the local CnaG officers for
Broadbay, North-West Lewis and Stornoway Primary worked in
partnership with the Thig a Chluich team, to organise a Family Fun
Day. This proved a fantastic opportunity to bring together children
of all ages and show parents what is available through the medium
of Gaelic. This took place in the Fàilte Centre in Stornoway and was
attended by nearly 40 people. During this event the Thig a Chluich
team led a buggy walk while the CnaG officers held a scavenger hunt
for the older children and at the end of the day we all joined together
for some stories and songs under the guidance of Thig a Chluich.

Iomairt Iar-Thuath Leòdhais (North-West Lewis)
Our busy summer of holiday programmes got off to a start with
a week at the Scaladale Centre. During this week we worked with
Spòrs Gàidhlig, undertaking activities such as paddle-boarding,
gorge-scrambling and archery. It was fantastic to bring the young
people all together and hear them speaking Gàidhlig naturally over
the course of the week.

Tha samhraidh gu math trang air a bhith againn ann an Iomairt IarThuath Leòdhais agus an t-oifigear iomairt Ceitidh NicDhòmhnaill
a’ cur measgachaidh de thachartasan air dòigh. Agus abair gun do
chòrd na làithean ris a h-uile duine a bha an sàs!
Thòisich na làithean-saora le seachdain mhath ann an Sgaladal
airson Campa Sradagan. Thairis air a’ champa, bha tòrr churseachadan a’ dol còmhla ri SpòrsGàidhlig. Chòrd na làithean ris a
h-uile duine agus bha e cho math a bhith a’ faicinn measgachaidh
de dh’òigridh a bha a’ bruidhinn Gàidhlig ri chèile.

Next followed a very busy summer in the North West of
Lewis, during which we worked with many different people and
organisations. We started off with two weeks of “Plòigh” in Ness,
delivered in partnership with Urras Oighreachd Ghabhsainn,
Comunn Eachdraidh Nis and many other groups within the area,
during which there where events each day for the children to choose
from. We offered sessions and games at the playpark and all CnaG
sessions were delivered in Gàidhlig. We also worked on our baking
skills at Comunn Eachdraidh Nis – lots of fun and lots of mess!

Bha sinn an uair sin gu math trang a’ lìbhrigeadh thachartasan agus
ag obair còmhla ri diofar dhaoine is buidhnean coimhearsnachd ann
an Iar-Thuath Leòdhais. Thòisich sinn le ceala-deug “Plòigh” ann
a Nis ann an com-pàirteachas le Urras Oighreachd Ghabhsainn,
Comunn Eachdraidh Nis agus buidhnean eile san sgìre. Bha
tachartasan ann gach latha airson na h-òigridh agus, am measg eile,
chleachd sinn an raon-chluiche aig an tràigh airson cluich ri chèile,
gheamannan agus ealain, uile tro mheadhan na Gàidhlig. Bha
spòrs gu leòr againn le bhith a’ leasachadh sgilean bèicearachd aig
Comunn Eachdraidh Nis cuideachd – tòrr spòrs agus bùrach mòr!
Thàinig Spòrs Gàidhlig gu Barbhas airson seiseanan bùirdseasaimh a lìbhrigeadh. Abair gun robh plòigh aig a’ bhuidheann
anns a’ bhùrn! Fhad ’s a dh’obraich iad air na sgilean aca,
dh’ionnsaich iad cuideachd fhaclan ùra. Chòrd an tachartas seo gu
sònraichte math ris an òigridh oir ’s e rud eadar-dhealaichte a bh’
ann agus chan eil iad a’ faighinn a’ chothruim seo glè thric.

Mu dheireadh, bha dà sheachdain làn spòrs againn air an Taobh
Siar: seachdain ann an Grinneabhat agus seachdain eile ann am
Barbhas. Thàinig àireamh mhath de dh’òigridh còmhla airson barrachd
gheamannan is spòrs. Rinn sinn rudan eadar-dhealaichte gach latha
anns an do chleachd agus a leasaich iad na sgilean Gàidhlig aca ann
an dòigh neo-fhoirmeil. Bha sinn a’ gàireachdainn gach latha!

Spòrs Gàidhlig joined us in Barvas for paddle-boarding sessions
and it was great seeing all the youngsters developing their skills and
learning new Gàidhlig words. The children particularly enjoyed this
activity as it’s not an opportunity they get often.
The summer was eventually rounded off with two weeks of holiday
clubs on the Westside, one at Grinneabhat and the other in Barvas,
during which numerous local children came together to participate
in a range of fun games, all through the medium of Gàidhlig. Each
day, there was lots of fun and laughter!

Iomairt Sgoil MhicNeacail & coimhearsnachd Steòrnabhaigh
(The Nicolson Institute & Stornoway community)
Thairis air an t-sàmhradh, chaidh diofar chur-seachadan a chur air
dòigh le Koren Pickering, oifigear Iomairt Sgoil MhicNeacail agus
coimhearsnachd Steòrnabhaigh aig CnaG. Anns a’ chiad seachdain,
fhuair i cothrom a bhith ag obair ann an compàirteachas le sgioba
Motiv8 na Comhairle airson seachdain-seòlaidh anns na Hearadh
agus ged a bha an tìde caran fiadhaich, ’s e dèagh chothrom a bh’
ann ionnsachadh anns an aimsir sin. Bha campaichean Sradagan
ann sa chiad agus dàrna seachdain agus bha seachdain làn spòrs
againn aig Campa-2, le tòrr chur-seachadan sa bhlàr a-muigh
còmhla ri Spòrs Gàidhlig.
An uair sin lean seachdain-seòlaidh agus seiseanan caidheagaidh
ann an Steòrnabhagh, a-rithist ann an com-pàirteachas le Motiv8.
Bha cùrsa ìrean-seòlaidh a’ ruith (teisteanasan seòladh dinghy), agus
bha e sgoinneil an cothrom fhaighinn a bhith ag ionnsachadh sgilean
seòlaidh tro mheadhan na Gàidhlig agus teisteanas a chosnadh
cuideachd! Bha seiseanan caidheagaidh ann sa chala airson òigridh
aois bun-sgoile agus àrd-sgoile, agus bha dàna-thuras againn
timcheall a’ chidhe. Bha sinn air ar dòigh nuair a thàinig muinntir
na Hearadh suas airson feasgar chaidheagadh aon latha cuideachd!
Anns an Lanntair bha seiseanan Ealain is Dealbhachaidh gan
tabhann còmhla ris an neach-deilbh ionadail Freya Nicleòid, agus
bha bùthan-obrach ann le fòcas air ath-chuairteachadh agus athchleachdadh. Le so-sheasmhachd air ar n-aire, dhealbhaich sinn
diofar stuthan feumail.
Airson crìoch a thoirt air ar làithean-saora, bha tachartas eadariomairt againn. Thàinig sgoilearan bho Sgoil an Tairbeirt agus Sgoil
MhicNeacail còmhla airson turas bàta chun nan Eileanan Seunta.
Chaidh sinn a-mach còmhla ri Stornoway Seafari, agus abair turas
a bh’ againn! Bha e comasach dhuinn seo a dhèanamh air lost
maoineachaidh bho WIDT (Western Isles Youth Development Trust)

It was a bit of a wild week but a great opportunity to learn skills in
more exciting conditions. The Sradagan camps took place during the
first and second week and Camp-2 made for a fun-filled week of
outdoor activities with Spòrs Gàidhlig.
Next, there was a sailing week and kayaking sessions in Stornoway,
once again in partnership with Motiv8. There was a levels course
offered (dinghy sailing qualifications) and it was brilliant to have the
opportunity to learn sailing skills through the medium of Gàidhlig
whilst also gaining a qualification! During the kayaking sessions in
the harbour, which were attended by both Primary and Secondary
pupils, we adventured round the pier and we were delighted when
a Harris contingent joined one of the CnaG-run kayaking sessions.

agus abair cothrom a bh’ ann don òigridh: chunnaic sinn iomadach
beathach eadar-dhealaichte, nam measg iolairean, diofar iseananmara, ròin agus leumadairean-mara coitcheann.
Bha deagh shàmhradh againn an seo ann an Steòrnabhagh, làn
bhàtaichean, muir agus beathaichean! Ach nas cudromaiche, fhuair
sinn air ar cuid Gàidhlig a chleachdadh agus a ghleusadh ann an
àrainneachd spòrsail! Tòrr spòrs dha-rìribh agus tha sinn gu lèir a’
coimhead air adhart ri falbh air ais dhan sgoil airson na bliadhnasgoile ùire a-nis.
Throughout the summer, different activities were organised by Koren
Pickering, the CnaG officer for The Nicolson Institute and Stornoway,
who during the first week of the holidays took part in a sailing week
in Harris, working in partnership with the Comhairle’s Motiv8 team.

There were Art & Design sessions in the Lanntair with local
designer Freya Macleod, and workshops focusing on recycling and
reusing materials. With sustainability in mind, we designed different
products to solve problems we identified across the world.
To mark the end of the summer holidays, we brought together
young people from two areas – pupils from Sir E Scott School and
The Nicolson Institute – for a boat trip to the Shiants. We went out
with Stornoway Seafari, and what a trip we had! We were able to go
on this trip due to funding received from WIDT (Western Isles Youth
Development Trust) and what an incredible opportunity this was –
we saw a variety of wildlife, including sea eagles, various other sea
birds, seals and common dolphins.
We had a brilliant summer here in Stornoway, full of boats, sea
and wildlife! Lots of fun indeed, but most importantly, we had the
opportunity to use and develop our Gaelic whilst having fun! We are
all looking forward to getting back into the routine of school with the
new school year beginning now.
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Sgoil an Iochdair P4-7 Back to School

Sgoil an Iochdair Back to School Canteen

New P1 Pupils at Castlebay Community School

Sgoil Uibhist a Tuath Back to School

Sgoil Bhaile a' Mhanaich Back to School

Sgoil Dhalabroi Back to School

New P1 Pupils at Eoligarry Primary School

Sgoil Bhaile a' Mhanaich Back to School
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Building our communities
BID TO BOOST EARLY YEARS
SERVICE RECRUITMENT
By Katie Macleod

goes to show that anything is possible. There is progression, and
there are opportunities to step up.”

“I

t’s been such a learning curve, and such an opportunity.
It developed into more than I ever thought was possible.”

In the Western Isles, Early Years Education Services support
childcare providers throughout the islands, with 18 Comhairle-run
nurseries currently in operation, where early learning and childcare
is available through the medium of Gaelic and English.

For Marion MacAulay, Early Years Support Officer and Family
Support Worker at Comhairle nan Eilean Siar in Uist, seeing a chance
job advert when her youngest child was starting nursery altered the
course of her career.

As part of the Comhairle’s Gaelic First policy, which aims to
increase the rate of growth of Gaelic in the region, children are
enrolled in Gaelic Medium education and childcare by default,
unless parents request otherwise.

It was 2013, and although she’d worked in a different industry
before taking time off to raise her two children, Marion knew she
wanted a change of direction now that she was ready to return to
work. When the role for an unqualified Nursery Worker appeared,
she applied – and hasn’t looked back since.

“It really is a rewarding job,” says Carol of choosing a career in
Early Years childcare. As she explains, the first three years of a child’s
life are critical for brain development, as it’s during these early years
that children build the foundations of all the skills they’ll need,
impacting their outcomes later in life.

“I really enjoyed it, I loved working in the nursery and working
with the children, and we had a really excellent team who were
so supportive,” says Marion, who earned her SVQ3 in Childcare
while working during her first year at the nursery, before quickly
progressing to become Play Leader.

“It’s an important job, you’re coming in and shaping our little
citizens for the future and to develop to be the best they can be.
There is a lot of learning and a lot of theory behind it; it is a specialist
career choice to make, and there is progression. You can take your
career where you want to go. It’s a really exciting place to be, to
come in and be part of that.”

“I was doing that for a long time, and I absolutely loved it. And
I feel I kind of brought up my family alongside the job, which was
really handy.”

With the Comhairle looking to recruit more staff to Early Years
Education Services in the islands, an informational recruitment event
is being planned for 12 October at the Stornoway Town Hall, from
10am–4pm. Details on the various routes into working in early years
and childcare will be available, and staff will be on hand to answer
questions.

The route that Marion took into her career in Early Years Education
Services is just one of many options that potential employees can
choose. Foundation Apprenticeships in Childcare are now available
for S5 and S6 pupils, with Modern Apprenticeships as the next step on
that pathway. And the on-the-job training that Marion had, allowing
employees to gain Scottish Vocational Qualifications (SVQs) in
Childcare, opens up opportunities for people of all ages, says Carol
Burns, Early Years Education Services Manager in the Western Isles.
“We need a range of ages and experiences, from young people,
to people who have maybe brought up children and are thinking
about going back into work and wondering how you can do that,”
she explains. “If you’re taken on to one of our training programmes,
you’re employed as a member of staff, but you’re also gaining a
qualification at the end of the day, to further develop your career,
and there is support there to manage it.”

“People can come in and find out what the different jobs involve,
speak to the staff and assessors, and just have a chat with us about
what we do, and the different routes into childcare,” says Carol.
That continuous development is one of the things Marion has most
appreciated about her roles in early years and childcare settings. In
2020, she became an Early Years Support Officer, and while she’s
no longer “on the floor” working in nurseries, she spends a lot of
time supporting nursery staff. “I really enjoy being able to share my
knowledge of working in the nursery to support other staff. It just

For anyone considering a career working in Early Years, whether
they have experience or not, Marion has nothing but positive
encouragement to share. “Absolutely go for it. It might seem quite
daunting — if it’s a new area to you, or if you’ve been out of work
— but just give it a go, your staff team will be supportive, the Early
Years department will be really supportive, and it’s a really rewarding
career. There’s so much to gain from it.”

Nursery places for two-year-olds
A

By Katie Macleod

cross Scotland, free early learning and childcare places are available for three and
four-year-olds, as well as two-year-olds who meet certain criteria.

And once a child qualifies for childcare, they stay qualified – even if their family’s situation
changes.
Two-year-olds are eligible for a free nursery place if they are looked after by the local council,
are in kinship care, or have been appointed a guardian. They are also eligible if their parents are
care-experienced, or receive government support such as Income Support, Incapacity Benefit,
Severe Disablement Allowance, and certain assistance as Asylum Seekers, among other benefits.
In the Western Isles, Early Years Education Services are working to remind parents that eligible
two-year-olds can receive a free nursery place, to make sure no family is missing out.
“If they meet the criteria for funding, they can get a funded place from the week after their
second birthday. It also helps support parents to go back to work, or into training,” says Carol
Burns, Early Years Education Services Manager at Comhairle nan Eilean Siar.
The Early Years staff will also be linking up with services such as health visitors, toddler and
parent groups, and the local housing and benefit teams to make sure the message is reaching the
people who need it most.
As Carol adds, “for people who could use these nursery spaces, if they’re not sure if they’re eligible,
they can phone the office at 01851 822655 and have a chat with somebody who can help.”

The nursery at Stornoway Primary School
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PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR AUGUST 2022
The following planning applications are pending consideration by Comhairle nan Eilean Siar.
All information and accompanying documents are publicly available on the CnES website.

ISLE OF LEWIS
Erect ancillary building
John Maciver and Sons Ltd. is seeking planning
permission to erect an ancillary Nissen-type
building and associated civil engineering works
at their Marybank yard.
The proposed building is a Blueline Building
Type Q heavy-duty galvalume steel arch structure
finished in muted green.

Erect agricultural building
The Comhairle has received a prior notification
and approval notice for an agricultural building
at 17 Lemreway.
The applicant, David Bartles-Smith, of East
Hedleyhope, Durham, is planning to erect
a 9-metre x 3-metre timber-clad building for
housing livestock and associated equipment.

Garage conversion and extension

Forestry application

Erect a house

Proposals have been submitted to the
Comhairle for the conversion of a garage into a
hobby room and the erection of a front extension
at Hillcrest, South Shawbost.

Scottish Forestry has submitted a consultation
document to the Comhairle regarding a proposed
forestry development at Scaladale.

A 1.75-storey home is being proposed for
an 1150 square metre site at 36A Upper Coll.
The applicant, Scott Maciver of 23 Flesherin,
is seeking planning permission to build a fourbedroom house.

The applicant is Mark Bradley, of the same
address.

Barn conversion
The Comhairle has received proposals to
convert a barn at 28 Lemreway into a onebedroom home.
Planning consent is being sought for the barn
conversion along with a 3-metre x 5-metre
garden shed and the use of an existing temporary
unit on the site as living accommodation for the
duration of the barn conversion works.
The applicant, Elizabeth Drew, of the same
address, also stated in her application that it is
planned to use the temporary unit as a loom shed
on completion of the barn conversion.

The 1.46-hectare development on Ardvourlie
Common Grazings is to stabilise the banks of
Abhainn Sgaladail and benefit biodiversity,
particularly migratory Atlantic salmon and sea trout.
The proposed site, approximately 500m
upriver from the A859 at Scaladale, is linked
with a separate forestry development proposed
by North Harris Trust on the opposite river bank.
According to Scottish Forestry, the plan is to
plant native riparian woodland comprising 35%
Common Alder, 35% Downy Birch, 20% Eared
and Grey Willow, 4% Aspen, 3% Rowan, and
3% Hazel.

Erect an extension
Planning permission is sought to erect a oneand-a-half-storey extension to the property at 24
Northton.

Site an amenities unit

New weather radar station

Keose and Glebe Community have lodged a
planning application with the Comhairle to site
a portable building within the Keose Playpark.

Stornoway Wind Farm Limited has applied to
the Comhairle for planning consent to instal a
weather radar station and ancillary building in
Ness.

The applicant, Sue Ward, of the same address,
told the Comhairle that the extension is to create
a new bedroom suite and an open plan living
area on the first floor. It is also proposed to
demolish the existing entrance porch and erect a
new entrance porch.

The 0.5 hectare site is at Airigh Na Gaoithe,
Cross Skigersta Road.

Site office accommodation

According to the application’s supporting
information, the proposed An Campar Mor
weather radar station was previously granted
planning permission, but that consent has
expired.

Carthannan
Nis
Charity
Shop
And
Laundrette at Cross Skigersta have requested
planning permission to site an ancillary office
accommodation unit beside their premises.

The building proposed by the community
organisation is to provide toilet facilities, storage
and shelter.

Retrospective agricultural planning
application
Retrospective planning permission is being
sought for an agricultural building erected at 10
Tong.
Applicant, Iain Angus Gillies, of 79B
Newmarket, explained that he had submitted the
application because the barn was constructed
south of the originally approved location.

Site pods
Planning consent is being sought to site two
caravan pods at 3A Garrabost.
The applicant is Scott Thompson, of 7A
Garrabost, who wishes to site the holiday let
accommodation on a 542 square metre plot of
bareland croft.

Extend dwelling
Planning consent is being sought to extend an
existing property at 20 Gearrannan, Carloway.
The applicant, Roderick Macleod, of the same
address, wishes to add a gable end extension to
increase the property’s floor space.

Erect a polytunnel
The Failte Centre in Bayhead, Stornoway, has
applied to the Comhairle for planning consent to
erect a polycarbonate tunnel.
The centre proposes erecting a 4-metre x
6-metre polycrub on a 24-square plot beside the
tennis court for use by the Deepness dementia
group.

Erect a polycarbonate tunnel
An agricultural prior notification has been
submitted to the Comhairle for the erection of a
12.4-metre x 4-metre polycarbonate tunnel at 44
Ranish.
The applicant, John Hamilton, of the
same address, proposes to use the tunnel for
horticultural growing.

Stornoway Wind Farm Limited are, however,
first proposing a ‘blanking solution’ in the hope
this will mitigate any adverse effects on the
operation of the Druim A’Starraig Radar.
The supporting information states: “Should
the mitigation measures in terms of blanking not
prove adequate, a new radar would be required
to replace the existing Druim A’Starraig weather
radar facility to ensure continuity of service.
The planning application is proposed to be
implemented should the blacking scheme not be
adequate.”
The weather radar station in Ness is the
UK’s most northerly weather radar facility. It
provides important severe weather warning
information, advance warning of severe weather
approaching from the north and west and realtime information to forecasters in Scotland and
the wider UK. In addition, the service is required
so the Met Office can acquire accurate weather
data to form weather reports used by civilians,
civil aviation and military aviation.

Mast upgrade
Plans to modernise the base station at Eishken
Lodge have been submitted to the Comhairle by
telecoms company Cornerstone.
They are seeking planning permission to
remove the existing 8-metre pole and replace
it with a 15-metre monopole fixed to a new
concrete base.

ISLE OF HARRIS
Erect agricultural building
A prior notification and prior approval notice
has been submitted to the Comhairle for an
agricultural building at 5 Quidinish.
The applicant, Heather Williamson, of the
same address, wishes to erect a grey-coloured
10-metre x 8-metre box profile building for use
as a workshop and store.

Telecoms upgrade
Airwaves Solutions Ltd, of London, have
submitted a notice of plans to upgrade the
telecoms installation at the Scottish Water
Storage Tank site at Gress.
The proposal is to replace the existing
equipment with a new 13.7-metre tower on a
concrete extension to the existing base along
with a new overhead gantry, a 600mm dish link
and extended fencing to match existing.
According to their submission, the existing
hardware has reached the end of its serviceable
life and cannot accommodate the new 600 mm
dish that is now required.

Change of use
The Comhairle has received a proposal to
change the use of industrial land at Barvas into
a campsite.
The applicant, Urras Oighreachd Bharabhais,
is seeking planning consent to use the land
adjacent to Barvas Industrial Estate as a campsite
with an amenity building, 25 caravan pitches
and five tent pitches.
The proposal is billed as the first phase of a
Barvas Gateway project.

Erect a domestic garage
Planning consent is being sought to erect
a garage at 16A Tong. The applicant, William
Jefferson, of the same address, wishes to erect a
12.5-metre x 6.5-metre timber frame garage.

Erect a house
Planning permission is being sought to build a
new home and ancillary building at 15A Knock,
Carloway.
The applicant, Bruce Davies of Carnoch,
Goathill Road, Stornoway, wishes to build a twobedroom on the 3.23-hectare site, along with an
ancillary building housing a workshop, barn, and
store.

Site a container unit
Stornoway Community Council has applied to
the Comhairle for planning permission to site a
container unit for storage at Smith Avenue sports
track.
The community council wishes to site the
container on a 170 square metre area of ground
beside the running track.

Change of use
The Comhairle received a proposal to convert
a former one-bedroom croft house at 9 Seilebost
into an agricultural store.
The application for planning permission has
been submitted by Farquhar Maclennan of 3
Caladh Scar, West Tarbert.

Bothy conversion
Planning consent is being sought to convert
and extend a bothy at Holmasaig, 1 Quidinish,
into a one-bedroom home.
Applicant Margarita Williams, of the same
address, is proposing to add an extension to the
building to create a bedroom and sitting area.
In addition, the existing floor space is to be
converted into a kitchen with a wood-burning
stove and an accessible shower room.

Signage
Planning consent is being from the Comhairle
for new signage at Horgabost campsite.
The applicant, Lucy Macdonald, of Harris
Disability Access Panel, wishes to erect a freestanding aluminium noticeboard which is
anodised and painted black. The purpose of
the noticeboard is to advertise the availability
of beach mats for access to the beach and
instructions for use/safety.

ISLE OF NORTH UIST
Rear extension
Planning consent is being sought to build a
single-storey rear extension to the property at 13
Knockintorran, Bayhead.
Applicant Alasdair Murray of Mosspark Oval,
Glasgow, wishes to extend the existing selfcatering property at the address. The extension
would consist of a bedroom, bathroom, and
living area.

Erect a house
Revised design plans for a new home at 6
Knockintorran, Bayhead, have been submitted to
the Comhairle for planning consent.
The applicant is Flora MacPhail of Victor Park
Terrace, Edinburgh, who wishes to build a singlestorey two-bedroom home with a decking area
on an 1150 square metre plot.

Site a pod
Planning consent is being sought for a holiday
let pod on the previous site of a mobile home at
10 Knockline, Bayhead.
The applicant is John Maclean, 6 Claddach
Kyles, who proposes erecting a wood-clad pod
on the 500 square metre site.
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Takeaway hope for former waiting room
S

tòras Uibhist is planning to repurpose the
former ferry waiting room at Ludaig pier,
from where the Eriskay ferry used to leave
until the Causeway opened more than 20
years ago.
In the late 1990s, a major issue was how
school pupils returning from Sgoil Lionacleit
could – along with other passengers – avoid
being drenched by waves breaking on the pier
after they had left the waiting room.
The community-owned estate only recently
became aware that it was actually the owner of
the building and then had the challenge of raising
all the funding needed to complete the project as
building costs soared.

“What’s the
main goal of the
world’s Baha’is?”

It is seeking change of use planning permission
to convert the waiting room into a commercial
unit selling hot food and drinks for consumption
off the premises. The future tenants will be
responsible for the detailed equipment of the
premises, but the basic infrastructure will be in
place. The work includes demolition of some
interior walls and removal of asbestos from the
roofing.

I

s the main goal of Baha’is, global peace
and security, the unity of the world’s
peoples, and a new spiritual light rising from
Baha’u’llah’s teachings?
After some diligent searching through the
Bahai writings , you will find this quotation in
Abdu’l-Baha’s writings:
“The aim of the Baha’is is to raise aloft the
banner of the world’s Great Peace, to eradicate
the foundations of war and conflict throughout
all regions, to gather together all the divers
nations and peoples beneath the single-hued
Tabernacle of God, and to eliminate prejudice
— whether racial, national, religious, sectarian,
or political — from the face of the earth, so
that all countries may become as one country,
all races as one race, and all nations as one
nation.”
Why am I a Baha’i? – to eradicate the
foundations of war, gather all humanity
together, and eliminate all prejudice, so
everyone on Earth can finally achieve human
oneness.

ISLE OF BENBECULA
Erect an extension
Planning consent is being sought to erect
a single-storey, pitched roof extension to
the southwest gable of the property at 9A
Carnan Ard Wiay, Creagorry.
The applicant is Jack Garrow of the same
address.

ISLE OF SOUTH UIST
Erect a house
Planning consent is being sought to
build a new house at 9 Lochcarnan. The
applicants, Claire and Alasdair Macdonald,
℅ HAUS, Beechwood Park North,
Inverness, are looking to build a singlestorey four-bedroom house on a 7000
square metre plot.

Erect agricultural building
A prior notification has been submitted
to the Comhairle regarding a polytunnel to
be sited at 24B Ardivachar, Eochar.
The applicant is Dr Christine Johnson,
of the same address, who wishes to site a
12-metre x 4-metre polytunnel beside an
existing polytunnel.

Renovation and extension

Erect an agricultural shed

Plans have been submitted to the
Comhairle to renovate and extend the
property at 307 Kilpheder.

The Comhairle received a prior
notification regarding an agricultural shed
to be built at 3 Loch Skipport.

The applicant, John Daniel Peteranna, of
Benderloch, Frobost, is seeking planning
permission to renovate and repair the
existing 1.5-storey croft house and construct
a 1.5-storey rear extension.

The applicant, Isabella Cameron, of
Hopeful Cottage, Grogarry, intends to build
a 22.8 metre by 12.1 metre steel portal
frame building on the croft at 3 Lochskipport
for agricultural purposes.

Erect dwelling

ISLE OF BARRA

In principle planning consent is being
sought to erect a new dwelling at 10A
West Kilbride. The applicant is Dr John
Buckmaster, of Old Main Road, Pawlett,
Bridgwater.

Erect a house
Planning consent is being sought to erect
a new single-storey house at 18B Garrygall,
Castlebay.

The 0.2-hectare site was decrofted in
2005 and was previously the subject of
planning permission.

The applicant is Ruairidh Maclean, of
Parklands Oval, Glasgow, who hopes to
build a three-bedroom home on a 3310
square metre plot.

Change of use

Change of use

Stòras Uibhist is planning to repurpose
the former ferry waiting room at Ludaig,
East Kilbride.

A change of use application has been
submitted to allow the siting of a holiday let
log cabin at 2 Cleat, Castlebay.

The community-owned estate is seeking
change of use planning permission to
convert the waiting room into a commercial
unit selling hot food and drinks for
consumption off the premises.

Applicant Duncan Maclean, of the same
address, states that the existing Nissen hut
will be demolished and the 10-metre x
7-metre holiday accommodation built on
the same site.

If you are interested to know more about the
Bahai Faith / to discuss the new set of spiritual
and social teachings to humanity, please join
the meeting on Saturday 24th September at
7:30 pm, a scheduled Zoom meeting.

Topic: The main goal of Baha’is
Time: Sep 24, 2022 07:30 PM London
Join Zoom Meeting

shorturl.at/ADES0
Meeting ID: 764 519 8341
Passcode: 2021
For more information locally please
call/text 07798700443
OR
https://bahaiteachings.org/
whats-the-main-goal-of-the-worlds-bahais/
OR
www.bahai.org.uk/
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Innovative new service
N

HS Western Isles launched a new
service in August which will transform
the way many patients undergo investigation
for bowel problems.

with a camera at either end, which is swallowed
by the patient and takes tens of thousands of
pictures as it travels through the bowel, before
being passed and flushed away.

NHS Western Isles is introducing Colon
Capsule Endoscopy (CCE) – a small capsule

During a visit Health Secretary Humza
Yousaf, heard from NHS Western Isles clinicians
about how this impressive new technology will

Stop!
Think!
Is it an emergency?

The Emergency Department (ED) should
only be used for serious and life threatening
illness and injury.
You can help us provide the best possible care to the most
unwell patients by using the ED only when you need it.
If you come to the ED and it’s not an emergency, we may ask you to go to
your GP or Pharmacy, or to call NHS24 (111).
If you have a minor illness and have access to a Pharmacy, you should
attend your Pharmacy for advice. Alternatively, very mild illnesses are best
treated through self-care. Visit www.nhsinform.scot for useful advice.
Please contact your GP during business hours if you have an illness or
injury that won’t go away and that isn’t an emergency; or NHS24 out of
hours (111) if you are too ill to wait until your GP Practice opens.

be used in patients’ own homes as part of
a pilot project within the Health Board’s
Hospital at Home service.
Mr Yousaf said: “It has been inspiring
to hear from the team and learn more
about this innovative service, Colon
Capsule Endoscopy. This ground-breaking
technology is one of the ways we can
adapt to make procedures less invasive and
quicker for patients, improving the overall
outcome for patients. This is an excellent
example of adjusting services to meet local
needs while our NHS is recovering from the
pandemic.”
Traditionally, patients who present with
symptoms affecting the lower gastrointestinal
tract (‘large bowel’ or ‘colon’) would require
to have a colonoscopy to visualise the inside
of the bowel to check for abnormalities.
Whilst this is a highly effective investigation
which, as well as allowing visualisation of
the colon, also allows biopsies (samples)
to be taken, the procedure itself can be
unpleasant and throughout NHS Scotland
there is a shortage of surgical time to match
the demand, which has been made worse
by the inevitable loss of activity through the
pandemic.
Western Isles GP, Dr Dave Rigby,
explained: “The Colon Capsule Endoscopy
(CCE) is ground-breaking technology which
will mean that those at highest risk will gain
access to colonoscopy quicker, and others
will not require colonoscopy at all. After
taking suitable bowel preparation to clear
the bowel (as is done for colonoscopy) the
patient is fitted with a belt (the recording
belt) and asked to swallow the capsule
along with a fluid to help push it through
the bowel. The camera takes tens of
thousands of pictures as it travels through
the bowel before being passed and flushed
away. The images are all stored on the
recording belt and analysed in a national
centre with a report being generated for the
referring clinician within the next few days.
The success rate of the test has been found
to be as good as that for the traditional
colonoscopy. With appropriate patient
selection, most patients will not require
any further investigation or intervention.
If a significant abnormality is found
appropriate, further investigation will be
arranged, such as a colonoscopy.”
Patients suitable for CCE will largely avoid
the need for an ‘invasive’ investigation like
a colonoscopy and even those that do after
their CCE will often need a very small
investigation as the location of any polyps
or other abnormalities will be known from
the CCE pictures.
NHS Western Isles Chief Executive,
Gordon Jamieson, said: “We are so very
proud as a health service to be able to
provide this ground-breaking new service
to our patients. For NHS Western Isles there
are two ‘First for Scotland’ achievements
with the roll out of the service. Firstly,
patients can be directly referred for the
test by their GP. This will streamline the
process for the patient and save time for the
surgical team as they will not need to see
these patients prior to their test. Second, a
pilot is underway in Lewis and Harris for
the service to be delivered entirely in the
patients’ own homes. This will avoid the
need for travel for patients after they have
taken bowel preparation and will increase
the number of patients suitable for this type
of test and they will be able to remain in the
comfort of their own home. This pilot will
be delivered by the Hospital at Home team
based in Western Isles Hospital.”
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The Health Secretary meeting with staff from the vaccination team
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Gordon Jamieson, Chief Executive; Health Secretary, Humza Yousaf; and Gill McCannon, Chair

Health Secretary commends
‘Hospital at Home’ service
H

ealth Secretary, Humza Yousaf, praised
NHS Western Isles for the extensive
range of services being provided through the
local ‘Hospital at Home’ service. Through the
patient-centred service, NHS Western Isles
now delivers intravenous antibiotic therapy at
home to the highest proportion of patients, of
all Scottish Health Boards.

Over recent months, the service has established
itself as a virtual ward attached to Western Isles
Hospital in Stornoway, with many patients now
receiving treatment at home that would have
traditionally required hospital admission.
NHS Western Isles recently showcased the
success of the service at the NHS Scotland Event in
Aberdeen and has shared progress with the Chief
Operating Officer for NHS Scotland, John Burns,
during a recent visit to Stornoway, and today with
the Health Secretary, Humza Yousaf.
Mr Yousaf said: “Hospital at Home is one of
the many ways we are providing more care in the
community and reducing pressure on hospitals.
From the success of the scheme so far, we can
see that there is a real benefit to treating people
at home where possible. It has been invaluable
to hear from staff on the ground, and learn how
the scheme has been expanded and developed to
meet the needs of patients. It is our aim to double
virtual bed capacity across Scotland by the end of
the year.”
The feedback has been consistently excellent
highlighting the ‘can do’ attitude of staff and
willingness to find solutions throughout the
pandemic and beyond.

NHS Western Isles Hospital at Home
Coordinator, Gail Black, explained: “The service
was initially implemented in the early part of the
pandemic as a short-term solution to help reduce
demand on Western Isles Hospital. Over the
following 24 months it has established itself as a
dedicated service providing hospital level care in
the comfort of the patient’s own home.”
The Hospital at Home service now provides
outreach care for the whole of Lewis and Harris.
The core duties of the service are to provide
hospital level care at home. This is for conditions
which would usually require inpatient care such
as infections requiring intravenous antibiotics,
oxygen therapy for various acute and chronic lung
conditions, intravenous diuretics for heart failure,
subcutaneous (drip) fluids for patients who may be
at risk of dehydration, and all forms of monitoring
of acute illness (pulse, blood pressure, ECG,
oxygen and blood analysis).
Intravenous antibiotic therapy is established as
one of the biggest groups of patients in the service
and patients are also able to self-administer their
antibiotics intravenously if appropriately trained,
further increasing their freedom to live life as
normally as possible during their stay in the
service.
Hospital at Home patients remain under the
care of the hospital consultant and are visited or
contacted daily by the Hospital at Home nurse in
most cases. They are all provided with equipment
to allow them to self-monitor their condition and
have 24-hour access to a clinician seven days a
week for any problems that may arise. On any
given day there is just one nurse on duty supported

by a co-ordinator Monday to Friday. This small
team however has a ‘ward’ of six beds, but on
occasion, when demand dictates and capacity is
available, this has increased to 12 beds.
During the pandemic, Hospital at Home became
the hub for NHS Western Isles provision of home
monitoring equipment for patients with COVID
and supported GP Practices with the provision of
equipment and registering patients on the national
portal. They have also co-ordinated COVID drug
treatment for the whole of the Western Isles,
providing over 200 assessments to date with
intravenous drug delivery being provided in both
hospital and home settings.
The wide range of interventions now covered
by the service shows clinicians’ willingness to find
solutions to problems.
Most recently, two other services have been
absorbed into the Hospital at Home ward. They
provide intravenous bone sparing therapy to
patients who have had a hip fracture, ensuring that
they receive this treatment in a timely manner in
the comfort of their own home while recovering
from surgery. Finally, the new Colon Capsule
Endoscopy service launched this month is using
a home delivery model in Lewis and Harris to test
this concept as a first for NHS Scotland. This allows
patients to remain in the comfort of their own
home throughout the preparation and delivery of
the capsule, a real patient centred approach to
service design.
NHS Western Isles Chief Executive, Gordon
Jamieson, said: “This service has gone above and

The Health Secretary with members of the Rotary Club who have been developing The Health Secretary with Abigail Macdonald,
Student Nurse.
Our Hospital Garden

beyond our initial expectations and the extensive
range of interventions now being provided
in people’s own homes is commendable and
testament to the hard work and dedication of all
the staff involved.
“The success of the project is something we
wish to build upon and there is much more that
we would like to see developed. Uist and Barra
will both need to benefit from the lessons learned
to date and there are plans to ensure equity of
provision. There is also further work to ensure
that more complex intravenous regimes can be
accommodated at home, further releasing capacity
in our pressured hospital settings.”
Gail Black added: “It's been such a pleasure
and privilege to work within this team to develop
something I think we can be justly proud of. The
ability to allow patients to carry on their daily
lives caring for family, running businesses and
maintaining their functional wellbeing, whist being
an 'inpatient' is lovely to see. The feedback has
been amazing and whilst we know there is always
more to learn we are committed to maintaining the
high standards that patients have come to expect
during an inpatient stay.”

The Health Secretary meeting with Junior Doctors.
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Counterweight Core
healthy lifestyle

Winter
Covid
programme
under way
P

eople aged 65 and over as well as frontline
health and social care staff will be first in
line for a winter booster jab to protect the
most vulnerable from COVID-19 and ease the
pressure on hospitals and services.
Letters with appointment details for those aged
65 and over will begin landing on doormats from
early September so that NHS Western Isles can get
ahead of any potential surge in infections.
Following final advice on the winter COVID-19
booster programme from the Joint Committee
on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI), the
following groups will be offered the winter
COVID-19 booster:
• residents in a care home for older adults and
staff working in care homes for older adults
• frontline health and social care workers
• all adults aged 50 years and over
• those aged 5 to 49 years in a clinical risk
group, including those who are pregnant
• those aged 5 to 49 years who are household
contacts of people with immunosuppression
• carers aged 16-49 years
The winter booster jabs will be given at the same
time as the flu vaccine to those eligible where
possible – evidence shows that administration of
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N

HS Western Isles is set to launch the
Counterweight Core healthy lifestyle
programme to those living within the Outer
Hebrides.

Already proven to have helped many people
successfully achieve their goals, Counterweight
Core is a free one-year healthy lifestyle programme
which supports individuals aged 18 years or over to
eat well, get active and manage their weight for life.
both vaccines together is a safe and efficient way
to deliver maximum protection over the winter
months.
The older age groups will be invited first, and we
will move through to offer younger age groups as
the vaccination programme progresses.

Led by the Dietetic Department's friendly
Healthy Weight team, the programme involves
two key stages:
Stage 1 (for 3 months) – Behaviour Change
· Fortnightly healthy eating group sessions
· Support to lose 5-10% of your body weight

An online appointment booking portal will
open to health and social care workers during
September to book their appointments. Western
Isles health and social care staff will be asked to
book on the portal, and we will communicate
arrangements directly when the portal opens.

· Personal goal setting and forward planning to
avoid setbacks

Appointments and drop-in opportunities for
all other priority groups will be made available
as the programme progresses – people in those
groups should wait until they are contacted or
until specific winter booster drop-in clinics are
advertised for their group. Please do not try to
contact us for an appointment at this stage, unless
you have been invited to do so.

· The opportunity to share experiences with
others

The programme follows advice from the Joint
Committee on Vaccinations and Immunisation
(JCVI) which recommended vaccinating people
as soon as possible to have the best chance of
mitigating the impact of COVID-19 over the winter.

· Physical activity support
Stage 2 (for 9 months) – Behaviour Maintenance
· Group follow-up sessions every 3 months

· Ongoing support to maintain your weight loss
· The chance to review progresses and
achievements
Karen France Macleod, NHS Western Isles
Nutrition, Dietetic and Catering Services Manager,
said “I am delighted that we are launching
Counterweight Core across the islands. Now
that we are out of lockdown and restrictions have
eased, many people are keen to make changes to
get to a healthier weight, but it can be hard to do
it alone.

“People seem keen to meet together again for
support and we have been asked about what is
available locally, so it seems like this is the right time
to start up these groups. We know that groups aren’t
for everyone so we can also support people one to
one (as we have always done) but it is great to offer
this new option and I hope that it will be popular.”
Group sessions will be held at community
venues, but there will also be the option of a digital
group, for those who prefer to participate online.
To find out more, or to request a self-referral
form, telephone 01851 708279 or email:
wi.dietetics@nhs.scot
However, should you feel that Counterweight
Core may not be appropriate to you, the local
Dietetics Department offers a range of alternative
support for people still wanting to lose weight,
including those who are at risk risk of, or living
with, type 2 diabetes. Simply contact the team at
the details above to find out how they can help you.
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Castlebay Practice moves
to NHS management
N

HS Western Isles is currently working
through the transition of Castlebay
Medical Practice on Barra from independent
GP Practice status to become a Health Board
managed and operated Practice.

arents and carers of school children across
the Western Isles are being asked to ensure
they sign and return consent forms for the flu
immunisation.
Consent packs are currently being sent home
in children’s schoolbags, and NHS Western Isles
is urging parents and carers to ensure these are
returned as soon as possible.

NHS Western Isles expects that the changeover
from an independent to Health Board managed
Practice will be smooth, and patients should not
notice any change in service, other than a change
in GP. All other Practice staff will transfer to Health
Board employment.

School vaccinations are due to begin from the
week beginning September 12.
Packs will shortly be issued to secondary school
pupils, who can self-consent, though they are
encouraged to speak to a parent or carer first.

From September 1, the Practice will be
supported by locum doctors, until substantive GP
recruitment options are considered, agreed and
concluded. NHS Western Isles is committed to
communicating with patients and the public as
this work progresses.

“Members of the transition team will continue

NHS Western Isles is encouraging parents and carers
to help keep children healthy over the school terms this
winter by getting them vaccinated against flu.
All primary and secondary school pupils are
eligible for the vaccine, which is given in schools
as a painless nasal spray to the majority of children.

working on Barra throughout the duration of the
transition, prioritising continuity of service for
patients, and staff engagement.”
Mr Jamieson added: “I would like to take this
opportunity to thank Dr Willcox for his service

Discover Kooth
N

HS Western Isles has partnered with
Kooth to provide young people aged 1125 years access to free online counselling and
wellbeing support from a professional team of
qualified counsellors.

Available from any device at www.kooth.com,
young people are assured an anonymous, safe and
secure means of accessing support. In addition,
the online platform also hosts a Kooth magazine,
discussion boards, mini self-care activities and
an online journal - all to help support better
emotional and mental health and wellbeing for
young people living within the Western Isles.
The online service offers direct text chat with
qualified counsellors 365 days of the year from
12 noon-10pm on weekdays, and 6pm-10pm
at weekends. In addition, the chat forums are
moderated before comments are posted.
Joan Tilley, NHS Western Isles Child &
Adolescent Mental Health (CAMHs) Manager,
said “We are delighted that Kooth has been
commissioned by NHS Western Isles as a digital
mental health and emotional wellbeing service for
young people across the area.
“Since early 2022 we have been helping to
raise awareness of Kooth, in order to ensure as
many young people as possible know that it is
available to them for if and when they may wish
to access dedicated support.”
During this year’s Children’s Mental Health

Please return
flu consent
forms
P

This change took place following the departure
of the current GP on Barra, Dr Mark Willcox, at
the end of August.

NHS Western Isles Chief Executive, Gordon
Jamieson, said: “NHS Western Isles has put in
place a transition team, who will see through the
transition of Barra Medical Practice. Members of
the team are in Barra at present, to support the
Practice staff through this period of change. The
community will see no diminution of service and
appointments will remain available for patients
throughout the transition.
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Getting children vaccinated against flu reduces
the chances of them missing class time and other
activities due to illness and helps prevent them
and commitment to the community of Barra, passing the illness to vulnerable family members.
since October 2016. His medical expertise and
Letters with appointment details for children aged
experience has been appreciated and valued by
both patients and NHS Western Isles and I would two to five years who are not yet at school will begin
to arrive at homes from September. Vaccination will
like to wish him all the very best for the future.”
be offered at children’s nurseries; where this is not
suitable, alternative clinics will be arranged and
appointments will be allocated.
The nasal spray is a quick and painless way of
delivering the flu vaccine to children and should
start to provide protection within 10-14 days.

Week held in February, the local CAMHs team
delivered virtual ‘Discover Kooth’ sessions to each
Western Isles secondary school during assembly
time. This enabled staff to explain in detail the
different features on the Kooth platform, as well
as how to sign-up for future use. A number of
primary schools have also received 'P7 Transition
to Secondary' workshops, and this is expected to
be rolled out to remaining schools in future. Plans
are also underway to promote Kooth for the new
intake of Secondary 1 pupils within all secondary
schools.

NHS Western Isles Director of Public Health,
Dr Maggie Watts, said: “Getting the nasal spray flu
vaccine is the best way to protect your child and
those around them. The flu virus changes over time,
so your child needs to get the vaccine each year to
help stay protected.
“Please look out for your child’s consent pack,
which they will receive through school, and ensure
that their completed consent form is returned as
soon as possible.”
Public Health Minister Maree Todd said: “Schools
are back but we want to keep flu out, which is why
all primary and secondary school children are being
offered the free flu vaccine.

A series of staff information sessions have been
delivered to a number of groups and services,
including Stornoway Rugby Club, Skills and
Training teams (Comhairle nan Eilean Siar) and
Carloway Community Association, as well as
connecting with community members via local
social media. Further sessions are also planned
to be held with Western Isles Foyer and Pointers
Drop-in Centre staff.
More recently, Kooth hosted an online local
parents and carers information session, where 16
parents/carers attended virtually. It is hoped to
host further online sessions for parents/carers in
future.
Joan added, “To date, we have received 568
log-ins from local young people, with feedback
stating that 100% who have used Kooth, would
recommend it to a friend.”
An online ‘Discover Kooth in Western Isles:

“Flu can be serious, even for healthy children, so the
vaccine offers the best possible protection for your child
and those around them who may be more vulnerable
to flu. Getting your child vaccinated can help prevent
them getting sick, from spreading flu, and requiring
time off school and away from other activities.”
School children will receive the flu vaccine in
Information for all’ session is being held on 26
September from 4pm-5pm and for further details school between September and December. Parents
of two to five-year-olds who are not yet at school
or to register, please visit: https://bit.ly/3ctcb7P
will be given information about where their child
Additionally, a short information video
will be vaccinated in their appointment letter. In
‘Introduction to Kooth (with subtitles’ can be
a small number of cases, the nasal spray may not
viewed at: https://bit.ly/3RkNY2r
be suitable, and the vaccine can be given as an
For further information, or if you are interested in injection in the arm instead.
attending one of the forthcoming Kooth information
For more information about the flu vaccine, visit
sessions, please email kforsyth@kooth.com
www.nhsinform.scot/childflu or call 0800 030 8013.

ACC ES SING HE A LTHCA RE
THE EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT (ED):

ALTERNATIVES:

The ED should only be used for serious and
life threatening illness and injury.

• Self Care: advice at
www.nhsinform.scot

You can help us provide the best possible
care to the most unwell patients by using
the ED only when you need it.

• Pharmacy: for a minor illness
• GP: during business hours
• NHS24 (111): out of hours
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Focus on: Youth Volunteering
Under 25? We have volunteering opportunities available for you across the Western Isles!
You can gain national Saltire Awards for taking part in one off of regular volunteering.
If you need help with costs to volunteer, we can help.
Follow us on Insta #volunteercentrewi or get in touch for more info by emailing info@volunteercentrewi.org
Youth Volunteers Point Youth Club and Youth Café

OPPORTUNITY:
Attend the #YouthVIP
Volunteering Summit

Are you in S1 to S6 from the Point and Sandwick area? We
need your help to help with activities and games with younger
p4 - p7 Youth Club in Knock on a Friday night and Saturday
afternoon. Saltire Awards hours can be gained while helping.

We’re inviting young people to come along to this event to
have their voices heard on volunteering within Scotland and
what needs to change! We need your views.
Young Scot Hive (#YSHive) and the Youth Volunteering Legacy
Group are looking for young people to attend at the #YouthVIP
Summit: How can Schools Support Youth Volunteering?

Uist & Barra Foodbank General Assistant
General Foodbank Assistant to help with stocking shelves,
making up boxes, tidying and generally assisting as required
to provide a local foodbank in the Uists and Barra.

Young people based in Scotland aged 11-25 years. No
voluntary experience is necessary!

The foodbank provides both fresh and non-perishable food
and non-food items.

Thursday 6th October 2022
1pm – 4.30pm (the Youth Volunteering Legacy Group will
provide out-of-school letters)

We need volunteers to help us with lots of different roles and
would appreciate your time to support us.

Online, Scotland Find out more below:
https://young.scot/get-involved/national/
attend-the-youthvip-volunteering-summit

Science and Climate Team
volunteers, Calanais Centre

When we need you: 18th September 2022
Where: Edinburgh
Our Kiltwalk events wouldn’t be possible without the help of
our fantastic network of volunteers – the Kilties! They help our
Kiltwalkers raise millions of pounds for causes all over Scotland,
help deliver our Kiltwalk charity events, keep the Kiltwalkers’
spirits high and of course, add a touch of Kiltwalk magic!

Chest Heart
& Stroke Scotland,
Physical Activity Project
Chest, Heart and Stroke Scotland aims to improve the
quality of life for people affected by chest, heart and stroke
illness in Scotland.
If you are under 25, we want to hear from you to help with
a physical activity project. This is ideal for young people
interested in care or fitness.

Lews Castle Parkrun –
Youth Volunteers
Lews Castle Parkrun are fun events that aim to encourage
people to take part in regular exercise and community activity,
whether by running or walking 5k or being a volunteer.

Barra RNLI - Community Fundraiser
For our lifeboat station to continue to save all lives at sea they
need you to volunteer as a community fundraiser.
You will be there to help raise money by doing bucket
collections, helping at coffee mornings, whatever you think
would work in the community to help fund the crew training,
their kit, fuel the boat etc. New ideas welcome!

Parkrun takes place every Saturday morning at 9.30am in
the Lews Castle Grounds. They have various volunteer roles
available, something to suit all ages. We need your help to run
events – get in touch!

The Calanais visitor centre has a great opportunity for all the
aspiring scientists and those with an interest in coastal erosion
and environmental issues.
The centre is looking to recruit a team of 6 volunteers across the
Isle of Lewis who would research and source a weather station for the
Callanish Centre. Using state of the art technology volunteers would
process data for input into the national citizen science database. This
team would also record local environmental phenomenon, erosion,
and issues of concern and post this information on social media.
We are looking for a range of people for these roles. All
equipment will be provided, including laptops, if required. We
aim to start in October.
The key roles would be:
Weather station duties:
• Connect to weather station and download weather data
• Log weather data and post on social media
Coastal erosion duties:
• This role involves going to chosen sites after a gale, heavy rain
or high tide to measure any coastal erosion.
• These duties would be light touch, through recording set data
and taking photos.
Skills and qualities required include being familiar with
computers, social media, having an interest in the weather and
environmental issues. All training will be provided.
This will take approx. 5hrs, once a month. Volunteers should
be over 16.
The weather station purchase is fully funded and it’s hoped
we can source a good quality product, the data would help with
developing the citizen science communities round the Islands and
in Highland Region.
This is a fantastic opportunity for the community to become
part of a national and indeed global network of Citizen Scientists.
For more information contact Marion at Volunteer Centre
Western Isles, marion@volunteercentrewi.org or phone 700366.

Under 18s will always be working with a responsible adult

The RNLI is a charity that saves lives at sea. We do this through
lifeboat search and rescue, lifeguards, water safety education
and flood rescue. The Barra Lifeboat Station is the heart of the
community and is always there when someone needs help,
whatever the weather and whenever, you can rely on them 24/7.
By becoming a fundraising volunteer, you will be part of the
RNLI family in Barra and will support the crew to continue to
save all lives at sea.

www.tsiwi.org

BOBBY’S PAGES
Thursday September 8th to Wednesday October 5th 2022

Advice and assistance
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Allan
Alasdair
Allan
Constituency
Office
Constituency
Office
Constituency Office

20Kenneth
Kenneth
Street,
20
Street,
20
Kenneth
Street,
Stornoway
HS1
2DR
Stornoway
HS1
2DR
Stornoway HS1 2DR

Beauty, hairdessing,
massage and wellbeing

Therapies
A&M
Physiotherapy
Tel: 07711 882594 / 01851 860633

• Advanced masseur • Reiki
• Swedish massage
• Sports massage
• Therapeutic massage

Tel:
700357
Tel:01851
01851
700357
Tel: 01851 700357

9.30am
- 5pm
9.30am
- 5pm
9.30am - 5pm
Website: www.alasdairallan.scot
Website:
www.alasdairallan.scot
Website:
www.alasdairallan.scot
Email:
alasdair.allan.msp@parliament.scot
Email:
alasdair.allan.msp@parliament.scot
Email: alasdair.allan.msp@parliament.scot

MacNeil MP
Angus B MacNeil MP

Constituency Office
31 Bayhead Street, Stornoway,
Isle of Lewis HS1 2DU

advertising@hebevents.com

www.hebevents.com

Building /planning Services
Tel: 01851 705015
info@lewisbuilders.co.uk
Rigs Road, Stornoway HS1 2RF www.lewisbuilders.co.uk

Building Contractors – Joiners, Painter &
Decorators, Scaffolders, Bricklayers,
Civil Engineers, Plant Operators.

John Murray & Co Ltd
Building contractors

Treatments available in Lewis and Harris

Established 1971, trading for over 50 years

Please call 01851 860633 and leave your contact details

WE UNDERTAKE ALL BUILDING WORK
› JOINERY CONSTRUCTION › ROOFING › CARPENTRY

Evening appointments and home visits

58 Seaforth Road, Stornoway HS1 2SD

Na h-Eileanan an Iar

Available for surgeries
All enquiries welcome

01851 705743

Stylists: Louise • Zoe • Eilidh • Fiona Beautician: Tracey
EAR PIERCING AVAILABLE

TEL (01851) 703854 admin@johnmurray.uk.com
www.johnmurrayltd.co.uk

Tigi products & Gift vouchers available

Tel: 01851 702272

Open: Monday - Saturday 9.30-6pm & late night Thursdays

E-Mail: angus.macneil.mp@parliament.uk

58 Keith Street, Stornoway HS1 2JG

Tel: 01851 705986

Lewis Roofing

HAVE YOU A PROBLEM WITH DRINK?

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS Taigh Sàmhchair
0131 225 2727 (Helpline) or 07770 827 634

professional counselling and psychotherapy

Hereward Proops MBACP (Accred)

Accredited Member of the British Association for Counselling and Psychotherapy

Air conditioning/
Refrigeration
Tel: 01851 705015
info@lewisbuilders.co.uk
Rigs Road, Stornoway HS1 2RF www.lewisbuilders.co.uk

All Industrial and Commercial Refrigeration
and Air-Conditioning works carried out –
Install, Servicing and Repair. FGAS Registered.

Alterations

(01851) 871094 / mob 07815662208

Tangles Hair Design
Maggie, Joan, Emma, Julia & Marianne

6A BELLS ROAD, STORNOWAY TEL: 01851 700270

t: 01851 70 6699 m: 07769 613 622 e: kaysstitches@yahoo.com
Kay MacLeod, Office 4, Clinton’s Yard, Rigs Road, Stornoway HS1 2RF

Barbers
MURDO FERGUSON
TRAVELLING BARBER

Have your hair cut in the comfort of your own home

Phone Murdo on 07799 026 506 / 01851 830477

Western Isles Bricklaying
& Landscaping Service
• Walls • Garages • Concreting • Roughcasting
• Patios • Lockblock driveways etc
NO JOB TOO SMALL COMPETITIVE RATES

Building /planning Services

A.G.MURRAY

• Alterations
• Dressmaking
• Tailoring

Distance no object

herewardproops@gmail.com

Wall & Floor Tiler
Bathrooms, Kitchens, Showers etc

Tel: (01851) 702980
Mob: 07923967602

Duncan Mackay & Sons Ltd
Parkend Industrial Estate, Sandwick
Isle of Lewis HS2 0AN

Tel: 01851 704555 Fax: 01851 700374
www.dmackayandsons.co.uk

Hebridean Domestic Energy

■ Air Tightness Testing
■ Energy Certification (New Houses)
■ EPC (Existing Houses)
■ Project Management
■ PCC for Mortgages

M A Murray Consulting Ltd
Tel: 01851 705893
Mobile: 07917 711921
murdo@murdoamurrayconsulting.com

TEL 01851 704053
MOBILE 07974 543209

WORKING AT HEIGHT
HEBRIDES HEIGHTS: ROPE ACCESS SPECIALISTS
Expertly providing safe access to any
high or difficult working environment.
All trades, safety and survey work carried out.
Historic Buildings • Roofing Work
Bridges • Tree surgery • Masts
• Turbines • Archaeology • Safety Boats
• Painting • Inspection
Mobile: 07766 570060
info@hebridesheights.co.uk
www.hebridesheights.co.uk

To advertise in EVENTS,
email advertising@
hebevents.com
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Cleaning Services

08/09/22 - 05/10/22

Electrical services

Funeral/memorialJonservices
Hearach
Memorials Ltd

TradiTional, individual
memorials and everlasTing TribuTes

Donny’s Cleaning Services
Window Cleaning and Powerwashing Specialist
Chemical Roughcast cleaning
07724 452000

01851 704344

Jon Hearach
Memorials Ltd

• Memorial, renovations and
additional inscription carried out
in any cemetery

Electrical Installation,
inspection, testing

Free estimates

• Family run business
• Covering the Western Isles to
Badenoch & Strathspey

NIC EIC registered

• Home visits arranged to suit you
Traditional, Individual And Everlasting Memorials
• Telephone or visit our website for our

Tel: 810133 / 07901 874 224

Jon Hearach
Memorials Ltd

Deliveries and Storage

memorials and everlasTing TribuTes

Email: info@norserv.co.uk Tel: 01859 421031

additional inscription carried
in any cemetery

Martins

• Family run business

• Electrical Design,
Installation
and
• Covering
the Western Isles to
• Covering the Western Isles to
Maintenance.
HEADSTONES & MONUMENTS
Badenoch
&
Strathspey
Badenoch & Strathspey
• Rewiring
Additional
inscription,
cleaning
• Planning
• Home visits arranged to suit you
• Home visits arranged to suit y
& general maintenance
• PAT Testing

Memorials Ltd

• Telephone or visit our website
for in
ourand see•usTelephone
or visit our website
Call
at the
helpful brochure via mail
helpful
brochure via mail
office or phone us on 01851
703984

• No obligation quotes and
10drawings
Bells Road, •Stornoway
No obligation quotes and draw

Fuel

info@martinsmemorialsltd.co.uk

Unit 33 Carsegate Road
Inverness IV3 8EX
Tel: 01463 711287
Mobile: 07798 734778

email: hearachworks@aol.com

www.jonhearach.co.uk
Fast, friendly delivery from your

D R MACLEOD LTD

memorials and everlasTing Tr

Electrical – Industrial, Commercial and Domestic
www.jonhearach.co.uk | Email: hearachworks@aol.com
• Memorial, renovations and
• Memorial, renovations and
works – all Electrical works carried out.

Stornoway, Isle of Lewis

07795150545

Memorials Lt

TEL: 01463 711287 • MOB: 07798 734778

ELECTRICAL
• Family run business

– Reliable service –

helpful brochure via mail

Tel: 01851 705015
info@lewisbuilders.co.uk
TradiTional
, individual
TradiTional, individua
Rigs Road, Stornoway HS1 2RF www.lewisbuilders.co.uk
UNIT 33 CARSEGATE ROAD, INVERNESS, IV3 8EX

additional inscription carried out
in any cemetery

• Single items • Pianos • Light Removals

Jon Hearac

• No obligation quotes and drawings
MEMORIALS, RENOAVATIONS AND ADDITIONAL
INSCRIPTIONS CARRIED OUT IN ANY Unit
CEMETERY
33 Carsegate Road
Inverness IV3 8EX
Tel: 01463
711287
HOME VISITS ARRANGED TO SUIT
YOU
Mobile: 07798 734778
email: hearachworks@aol.com
TELEPHONE FOR OUR HELPFUL BROCHURE
VIA POST
www.jonhearach.co.uk

kevin.macrae.29@hotmail.co.uk

local Stornoway team

Unit 33 Carsegate Road
Inverness IV3 8EX
Tel: 01463 711287
Mobile: 07798 734778

email: hearachworks@aol.com

www.jonhearach.co.uk

Haulage, storage and Hi-Ab crane hire
Container
Sales & Hire
Self storage
facility

Heating oil
Diesel & petrol
Gasoil

HVO
Marine gasoil
Oil tanks

AdBlue
Additives
Payment plan

0800 224 224
www.highlandfuels.co.uk

Varied sizes of
storage units and
containers
Stornoway: 01851 705 217
Uist: 01876 500 800
Inverness: 01463 715 217
Glasgow: 07500 886 341

House and home

Home & Floors

Your local fuel and
lubricant supplier

Carpets, vinyls, laminate,
LVT, Karndean, wood, beds,
furniture, Apollo blinds,
Free quotation Free delivery
Guaranteed lowest price

Home heating | Agriculture | Business

www.drmacleod.net info@drmacleod.net

Engineering & welding

Tel: 01851 702383

I M Murray Engineering Ltd
Welding | Engineering | Blacksmith

Tel: 01851 705116

Email: office@immurrayengineering.co.uk

Parkend Industrial Estate, Isle of Lewis HS2 0AN

18 Scotland St, Stornoway HS1 2JQ

Fast | Friendly | Reliable service

sales@homeandfloors.co.uk

Call your local depot on

01851 703484
M2110 - Scottish Fuels advertising - Stornoway_P2.indd 1

To advertise in these
pages call 01851 705743

part of
certas energy

30/09/2015 15:06:48

LOCAL HANDYMAN

Gardening, Grass Cutting, Painting,
Plumbing, Bathroom, Joinery, General
Repairs, Chimney Sweeping
• No job too small • Competitive prices
• Reliable Service
Call anytime for a no obligation quote

Tel: 07990692740
Evening 01851 709032

08/09/22 - 05/10/22

www.hebevents.com

House and home

Joinery/windows

Tel: 01851 700292 Mob: 07496 097931
Email: info@westernislesfire.co.uk
Clintons Yard Stornoway

Picture Framing Service
Large selection of mounts and mouldings in stock

BLACK LAB GALLERY

WEST TARBERT, ISLE OF HARRIS
OPEN ALL YEAR
MONDAY to SATURDAY 10am – 6pm
Contact: John Macleod on 01859 502433
or email john.macleod70@btinternet.com

Interior finishings, stairs and sash + case windows
cupboards, doors, fire surrounds, garden gates etc
Contact Gil Macleod, Clinton’s Yard, Unit 10B,
Rigs Road, Stornoway 01851 703736 or 07747 812910

MANUFACTURERS AND INSTALLERS OF HIGH
PERFORMANCE PVCU WINDOWS AND DOORS
Wide range of styles - available in White, Rosewood or Golden Oak
Full range of fascias, soffits and cladding
Pilkington energiKareTM Classic with Argon Gas - fitted as standard for superior thermal efficiency
SUPPLY ONLY OR SUPPLY AND FIT

JOINERY

Email: info@norserv.co.uk Tel: 01859 421031
Denture Specialists, Repairs, Alterations
Replacement dentures.

Call Paul on (01851) 890338
Island specialists for all your denture needs!

Burnside Garage, North Bragar

01851
710350

■ MF PARTS NEW AND USED ■ TRACTOR SPARES
■ MASSEY TRACTORS WANTED FOR PARTS

Unit 1-4 Parkend Industrial Estate, Stornoway
TEL: 01851 704973
FAX: 01851 703003
WEB: www.nessglaze.co.uk EMAIL: enquiries@nessglaze.co.uk

Black Lab Photos and Frames
THE DENTAL LABORATORY

Motor services and car hire

DENIS AUTOS

EQUIPMENT SALES & SERVICE

www.westernislesfire.co.uk
MURDO MACIVER

EVENTS - Page 43

• Kit Houses
• Extensions
• Renovations
• Kitchen/Bathrooms
• Roofing
• Maintenance

• Tyre supply and fit • Wheel Balancing
• Laser wheel Alignment
• Wheel collection service available on request
(from home or Business)
• Waiting room on premises • Open Saturdays
T: 01851 701112 M: 07825 649770
17 Inaclete Road, Stornoway
OPENING TIMES: MON 8AM-5PM
TUES-FRI 8AM-5.30PM SAT 8AM-12PM

Motor services and car hire

BEATON’S GARAGE

| Car & Van sales & services | MOT preparation

IT and digital

Computer Services
Running Slow?
Virus Problems?
Internet Problems?

=

07778 806610 / 01851 701018

7 Bells Road, Stornoway

@BeatonsGarage

Donald Campbell
Motors Established 1972

T: 01851 702039
E: support@otitc.co.uk

Upper Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis HS2 0LT

Tel 01851 820292

www.otitc.co.uk

www.dmkautos.com
dmkautos@mail.com

For first class workmanship at reasonable prices
Mob: 07920 483 899 Home: 01851 704 125
Email: edwardmould@btinternet.com

0800 36 36 36

All makes serviced and repaired
Marybank, Stornoway, Isle of Lewis HS2 0DF

Tel: 01851 702326

iain@lavasgarage.co.uk www.lavasgarage.co.uk

Contact us via: www.donaldcampbellmotors.co.uk

Unit 3, Rigs Road, Stornoway, Isle of Lewis, HS1 2RF

Eddie Mould (Joiner)

Sub-contractor for vehicle glass
repair and replacement services to

Vauxhall and Citroën
approved Service Dealer

Caberfeidh Road,
Stornoway HS1 2SE
Tel: 01851 70 4016

Joinery/windows

Bells Road, Stornoway
Tel 01851 705538
• All car body repairs • Windscreen replacement • Windscreen chip repairs

LAVA’S GARAGE LTD

Quick Repairs
Cost Effective Repair
Trusted Service

Business IT Support
Computer Repairs
Refurbished Computers

SPECIALIST IN CAR BODY REPAIRS AND REFINISHING

Open Mon - Fri:
8am - 5-30pm

CARS,VANS & MOTORBIKES

• MOT test centre • Servicing
• Mechanical repairs • Safety Checks
• Brake Checks • Wheel alignment
• Air con servicing and recharge
• Electrical diagnostic and repair

• 4 Wheel
MOT TEST
Alignment
CENTRE
• Aircon
Classes
Recharge
1, 2, 4, 5, 7

CAR SALES AT
LAVAS GARAGE LTD
NEW AND USED CARS SUPPLIED
CONTACT:
MORRISON
CONTACT:DONNIE
IAIN MACLEOD
TEL: 07539109109
OR 702326
TEL: 01851 702326

Marybank Garage, Stornoway

Tel 01851 702959

lewistyreservice@gmail.com

Lewis Tyre Services
NO.1 FOR TYRES,
EXHAUSTS AND BATTERIES
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Motor services and car hire

Plant hire

NORRIES GARAGE

■ Access Roads
■ Driveways

TEL: 01851 705398

43 BELLS ROAD, STORNOWAY, ISLE OF LEWIS HS1 2RL

Tel: 01851 705 551 Mob: 07769712170

Manor Garage

■ Drainage
■ Landscaping

■ Site Clearance
■ Services

For a free quotation or estimate call
Tel: 01851 703425 Mob: 07881 978714

■ Concrete Works ■ Site Clearances ■ Access Roads
■ Landscaping ■ Driveways ■ Tar Preparation
■ Drainage ■ Digger Hire ■ Tipper Hire ■ Top Soil
■ Polycrub groundworks and construction

Email: info@norriesgarage.co.uk

Plant hire
D A MACIVER DIGGER HIRE

GOOD RANGE OF TYRES IN STOCK

• Cars and Commercial Servicing and Repairs •
• MOT • Tyres • Wheel Alignment & Wheel Balancing •
• Large Stock of Truck and Trailer Parts •

08/09/22 - 05/10/22

Parklea Newpark, Newmarket

e: donsoval44@btinternet.com

Plumbing & heating

alec.mackenzie@btconnect.com

Tel: 01851 705015
info@lewisbuilders.co.uk
Rigs Road, Stornoway HS1 2RF www.lewisbuilders.co.uk

Perceval Road South, Stornoway HS1 2EU

Oil & Gas work, Domestic and Non-Domestic
installation and servicing. Heat pump installation
and servicing. GasSafe registered. Oftec registered

Tel/Fax: 01851 701538 Email: iain@manorgarage.net

Servicing, Repairs, Welding, MOT prep and Wax oil

Bob Golland

Plumbing & Heating
Oil Boiler Specialist

DIGGER HIRE
ANGUS GILLIES

To advertise in EVENTS,
email advertising@
hebevents.com

• SITE CLEARANCE
• ACCESS ROADS
• TRACKS
• EXCAVATIONS

• DITCHING & TRENCHING
• LANDSCAPING
• SERVICES
• DEMOLITIONS

For a free Quotation/Estimate call:
Tel: 01851 70 6860 Mob: 07765181309
Email: angusgillies4@googlemail.com • 79b Newmarket

• Oil boiler installation servicing & repairs
• Oil boiler commissioning

Contact: 01851 871107 Mob: 07833 680087

Nicolson Plumbing
Registered Plumber

07899 798 159
2 Lower Shader

Professional Services
HIGHLANDS & ISLANDS
RETIREMENT MORTGAGE SOLUTIONS
Specialist Equity Release Advisers

01463 216216 01851 605000 07774 813621

u

Money from property could it be right for you?
*This is a lifetime mortgage. To understand the
features and risks, ask for a personalised illustration.

Equity release includes Lifetime Mortgages and Home Reversion
Schemes. We can advise on and arrange Lifetime Mortgages and
ScottishIslands
IslandsExplorer
ExplorerMagazine
Magazineshows
showsyou
you will refer to an approved specialist for Home Reversion Schemes.
Scottish

www.hirms.co.uk

thewonders
wondersof
ofthe
theScottish
Scottishislands
islandsfrom
fromthe
the
the

comfortof
ofyour
yourhome.
home.
A Scottish Equity Release Company
comfort

A fee of £995 on completion will be payable if you
decide to proceed with a mortgage application.

John MacAskill t/a Highlands & Islands Retirement Mortgage Solutions is an appointed representative of HL Partnership Limited which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

EXPLORER
February/March 2021

VOL. 22 NO. 127

£4.95

Subscribe to the hard copy or the digital copy at
at
www.scottishislandsexplorer.com or buy a one-off copy at
www.etsy.com/uk/shop/StornowayMedia

LANDS
SCOTTISH IS

EXPLORER
June / July 2022

£4.95

VOL. 23 NO. 135

From barley
to bottle

9 771476 646047

02>

22nd year of publication

The Bass Rock
Iona at
low tide
Lismore
& St Moluag

Lighthouses
on Lewis
Sharks oﬀ
Gunna

Walking
in Harris
Staying
on Eriskay

Wool from
Foula
Living on
Devaar Island

INE DEVOTED TO

THE ONLY MAGAZ
06>

Subscribeto
tothe
thehard
hardcopy
copyor
orthe
thedigital
digitalcopy
copyatat
Subscribe
www.scottishislandsexplorer.com or
orbuy
buyaaone-off
one-offcopy
copyatat
www.scottishislandsexplorer.com
www.etsy.com/uk/shop/StornowayMedia
www.etsy.com/uk/shop/StornowayMedia

Work carried out with a range of portable plant throughout the Highlands and Islands.

The Boat Yard, Goat Island, Stornoway HS1 2RS
Tel: 01851 704411
Email: office@macmillanengineering.co.uk
Web: macmillanengineering.co.uk

OF SCOTLAND

23rd year of publication

Macmillan Engineering Ltd carry out a comprehensive range of engineering services. These
include marine servicing through to complete boat refits. Our engineering facilities include turning,
milling and boring machines. We have two large fabrication sheds with facilities for cutting,
t
forming and welding ferrous and non-ferrous materials for structural and pipe fabrications.
We carry out High- Pressure water blasting and shot blasting and full painting services.

ING THE ISLANDS

E DEVOTED TO EXPLOR

DS
SCOTTISH ISLAN

THE ONLY MAGAZIN

646047
9 771476

ou
Scottish Islands Explorer Magazine shows you
e
the wonders of the Scottish islands from the
GENERAL AND MARINE ENGINEERS
comfort of your home.

Colonsay: Visitor’s
1st impression
The Broch era
in Orkney

EXPLORING THE

Isle of Skye in
photographs
Leaving coins
in Isle Maree

AND

ISLANDS OF SCOTL

The rocks of
Lismore
Climbing in
Isle of Arran

Annie Jane
and Vatersay
Gaelic in the
Outer Hebrides

08/09/22 - 05/10/22

www.hebevents.com
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the linda norgrove foundation

The Linda Norgrove
Foundation 10K
U

nbelievably we are approaching the
end of the summer and thinking
again about the annual Linda Norgrove
Foundation 10K Run.

The main 10K event will take place on
the Valtos Peninsula starting at Reef Beach
at midday on Saturday, 1 October. This is a
timed event for those looking to run the course
(and potentially set a Personal Best), however,
you can also jog or walk the distance. In the
past one entrant even competed on an unicycle! Entry costs £10 and you can register in
advice via the website or pay on the day.
As per previous years, people can participate
from wherever they are in the world. Our 10k
is a truly global event! Last year, 10k events
were held in Sweden, Germany, Nepal, the

There is also a 2022 LNF 10K technical
T-Shirt, specifically designed for runners, or
enthusiastic joggers and walkers. These cost
£15 each, with an additional £4 postage if
required, and feature a design by local Uig
resident, and recent Architecture graduate,
Lorna Scanlan. These will also be available to
buy via the website or at the event.
The 10K is a great opportunity to get
together with friends and neighbours, get
outdoors and active, and support women and
children in Afghanistan.
Our
website
address
lindanorgrovefoundation.org

Plumbing & heating
PLUMBING

Email: info@norserv.co.uk Tel: 01859 421031

• Installations
• Oil Boiler Servicing
& Repair
• Toilet repairs
• Burst Pipes
• Blockages

A.D. MACDONALD & SON
(PLUMBING AND HEATING ENGINEERS)
88 KEITH STREET STORNOWAY

Tel: (01851) 702650 admacdonaldandson@hotmail.com
Specialists in Solid Fuel, Gas, and Oil-Fired Heating
Installations, all types of Plumber Work and Fitted Kitchen

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING AND HEATING NEEDS!
SUPPLIERS OF OIL, GAS AND SOLID FUEL
WIDE RANGE OF WOOD AND MULTI-FUEL STOVES

Unit 5, Rigs Road, Stornoway HS1 2RF

Tel: 01851 703818 Email: neil@fergusons.uk.com

WWW.FERGUSONS.UK.COM
• OFTEC REGISTERED

• GAS SAFE REGISTERED: No 187000

• MEMBERS OF SNIPEF

Beekeepers
Cooperative Update

USA, Portugal, Canada, Australia, Rwanda,
France, and all across the UK.

is

www.

F

or several years we have supported
a cooperative of women beekeepers
in Chaharde Ghorband, located in the
mountains to the north of Kabul. Funds were
used to buy hives, insulation materials, a van,
and driving lessons.
Given the difficult circumstances of the last
twelve months the project is going well. Last
year over 330 hives produced over a third of
a tonne of honey. 40kg of this was kept for

Religious services

themselves and the rest sold on or kept as stock.
Where some women have left the project
due to family pressures, other members have
joined and the business is still going strong.
They currently have 331 hives, $1000 in cash,
210kg of honey stock, and a van. This is a
great example of an on the ground project,
kickstarted with money from LNF donors, that
now has the potential to be self-sufficient –
providing work outside the home, some food,
and an income for the women involved.

Taxis

Songs of Praise - September
He feedeth His flock
He feedeth His flock
He feedeth His flock
like a shepherd
like a shepherd
like a shepherd
Where pastures are
And when in the
The weakest His
blooming and fair
deserts they roam
kindness may claim
He gathers the lambs He patiently follows
He never will leave
in His bosom
their footsteps
nor forsake them
And shelters them
And leadeth them
Who trust in His
tenderly there
tenderly home
excellent name
(submitted)

Renewable energy
Tel: 01851 705015
info@lewisbuilders.co.uk
Rigs Road, Stornoway HS1 2RF www.lewisbuilders.co.uk

Renewables – Install and Service
Ground Source/Air Source Heat Pumps,
Solar Pv and Solar Thermal.

STS TAXIS…40 years on!
Stornoway Taxi and Courier Service
Unit 1, McArthurs Yard, Rigs Road, Stornoway, HS1 2RF
– ESTABLISHED 1976 –
CONTRACTS, FERRY, AIRPORT & TOUR RUNS TAKEN.
5 CARS AVAILABLE AWAYS RELIABLE & COURTEOUS

Available 24/7 & 365 days a year

TEL. 01851 704444/704177
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New books at Western Isles Libraries
FICTION
AARONOVITCH, Ben

Amongst our weapons

Crime

ANDERSON, Lin

The party house

Crime

BROOKMYRE, Chris

The Cliff House

Thriller

BURKE, James Lee

Every cloak rolled in blood

Thriller

BURTON, Jessie

The House of Fortune

Historical Romance

CAVANAGH, Steve

The Accomplice

Thriller

CLARKE, Lucy

One of the girls

Thriller

COLES, Richard

Murder before Evensong: a Canon Clement
mystery Crime

ELLIS, Kate

Serpent’s Point

Crime

EVANS, Pam

The Tulip Tearooms

Saga

FALLON, Jane

Just got real

General Fiction

FORNA, Aminatta

Happiness

General Fiction

GARMUS, Bonnie

Lessons in chemistry

General Fiction

HALLETT, Janice

The Twyford code

HERRON, Mick

Bad actors

JAGER, Anja de

A death at the Hotel Mondrian

JEWELL, Lisa

The family remains

KELLY, Iain

The Barra boy

KIRKWOOD, Carol

The Hotel on the Riviera

LEWIS, Susan

Who’s lying now?

Thriller

MINA, Denise

Confidence

Thriller

MONTEFIORE, Santa

An Italian girl in Brooklyn

General Fiction

O’FLANAGAN, Sheila

What Eden did next

General Fiction

O’LEARY, Beth

The road trip

General Fiction

OZEKI, Ruth

The book of form & emptiness General Fiction

PEARSE, Sarah

The Retreat

Thriller

RYAN, Chris

Outcast

Thriller

SAINT, Jennifer

Elektra

Historical Crime

SILVA, Daniel

Portrait of an unknown woman

SMITH, Sarah

Hear no evil

STEEL, Danielle

Beautiful

General Fiction

TREMAYNE, Peter

Death of a heretic

Historical Crime

VAN PELT, Shelby

Remarkably bright creatures General Fiction

WALSH, Rosie

The love of my life

WEAVER, Tim

The black bird

HAYES, Nick

The trespasser's companion: a field guide to
reclaiming what is already ours

MONBIOT, George

Regenesis: feeding the world without
devouring the planet

MAGUIRE, Toni

WYLLIE, Cameron

WALLACE, Dr Hazel

Crime

Sep-Oct 2022, every other month
outdoors

An Ocean apart

Historical fiction

WALLIAMS, David

The World’s worst pets

BOWER, Tom

Revenge

Biography

COBEN, Harlan

Just one look

Thriller

News & politics
Travel &

E-COMICS, MANGA
& GRAPHIC NOVELS

Junior fiction

E-AUDIOBOOKS

Kids & teens

Andrzej Sapkowski’s The Witcher: A Grain of truth
Dark Horse

Adult fantasy

Little Miss P, vol 1

Adult humour

Yen Press

The Highland vet: a year at Thurso

EARLE, Phil

While the storm rages

Junior fiction

The Minecraft-inspired misadventures of Frigiel and Fluffy, vol 3
Ablaze Publishing
Children

FARRELL, Holly

The little book of wild gardening: how to
work with nature to create a beautiful wildlife
haven

MACKAY, Hilary

The Exiles, book 1

Junior fiction

Peremoha: Victory for Ukraine

O’Neill, Louise

The Surface breaks

KING, Si & MYERS< Dave Simple healthy food

HOLLYWOOD, Paul

Bake: my best ever recipes for the classics

General Fiction

CLARK, Esther ed.

Best breads

SHORE, Debbie

Half Yard spring collection: Debbie's top 40
Half Yard projects for spring sewing

PARKER, Tom

Hope: my inspirational life

SPENCE, Simon

All Or Nothing: The Authorised Story of Steve
Marriott

COCKER, Jarvis

Good pop, bad pop: an inventory

BRAGG, Melvyn

Back in the day: a memoir

HANCOCK, Sheila

Old rage

TALLACK, Malachy

Illuminated by water: nature, memory and
the delights of a fishing life

PATTERSON, James

James Patterson by James Patterson: the
stories of my life

BIG HISTORY
ROACH, Levi

Empires of the Normans: makers of Europe,
conquerors of Asia

JENKINS, Simon

The Celts: a sceptical history

evastated by a recent pandemic brought in
by outsiders, the villagers of Blackrig in the
Scottish Highlands are outraged when they find
that the nearby estate plans to reopen its luxury
‘party house’ to tourists.

As animosity sparks amongst the locals, part of
the property is damaged and, in the ensuing chaos,
the body of a young girl is found in the wreck.
Seventeen-year-old Ailsa Cummings went missing
five years ago, never to be seen again – until now.
The excavation of Ailsa’s remains ignites old
suspicions cast on the men of this small community,
including Greg, the estate’s gamekeeper. At the
beginning of a burgeoning relationship with a new
lover, Joanne, Greg is loath to discuss old wounds.
Frightened by Greg’s reaction to the missing girl’s
discovery, Joanne begins to doubt how well she
knows this new man in her life. Then again, he’s
not the only one with secrets in their volatile
relationship . . .

by Sheila Hancock

Tarbert Library
01859 502971

01871 817200
:

10am -1pm & 4 - 6pm

Tuesday/Dimàirt

:

10am - 1pm & 4 - 6pm

Wednesday/Diciadain :

10am - 1pm & 4 - 6pm

Wednesday/Diciadain :

10am - 1pm & 4 - 6pm

Thursday/Diardaoin

10am - 1pm & 4 - 6pm

Thursday/Diardaoin

:

10am - 1pm & 4 - 6pm

10am -1pm

Saturday/Disathairne

:

10am -1pm

Liniclate Library
01870 603691

01851 822744
Tuesday/Dimàirt

:

10am - 1 pm & 4 - 6pm

Wednesday/Diciadain :

1pm - 5pm

Wednesday /Diciadain :

10am -1pm

Thursday/Diardaoin

:

10am - 5pm

Thursday/Diardaoin

:

10am - 1pm & 4 - 6pm

Friday/ Dihaoine

:

10am - 5pm

Friday/Dihaoine

:

10am -1pm & 2.30 - 5pm

Saturday/Disathairne

:

10am - 4pm

Saturday/Disathairne

:

10am - 3.30pm

Children

D

The escape artist: the man who broke out of
Auschwitz to warn the world

Western Isles Libraries

Lion Forge Comics

by Lin Anderson

FREEDLAND, Jonathan

The Queen

Sheets

TE nonfiction

The party house

Old rage

MORTON, Andrew

TE fantasy

Tokyopop

FEATURED TITLES

The WORLD War II book

Thriller

10am - 5pm

26 Aug 2022, weekly

Scotland magazine

LEE, Sarah

Chums: how a tiny caste of Oxford Tories took
over the UK

:

Guardian weekly

TE Sci-Fi

KUPER, Simon

Tuesday/Dimàirt

18 Aug 2022, twice a year

GORDON, Guy

Crime

Stornoway Library

EYEYAH!

The Upper world

Northerners: a history: from the Ice Age to the
present day

:

Men’s lifestyle

FADUGBA, Femi

GROOM, Brian

Saturday/Disathairne

01 Sep 2022, monthly

Is there a pigeon in the room? : my life in
schools

Coward: why we get anxious & what we can
do about it

:

British GQ

TE fantasy

CLARE, Tim

Tuesday/Dimàirt

E-BOOKS
Skin of the sea

General Fiction

Castlebay Library

Kids & teens

BOWEN, Natasha

Dominique's kitchen: easy everyday Asianinspired food

NON FICTION

01 Sep 2022, monthly

Crime

WOOLF, Dominique

General Fiction

Britannica

The 6:20 man

The female factor: making women's health
count - and what it means for you

Thriller

Thriller

The coffin roads: journeys to the west

BALDACCI, David

A Scottish wildlife odyssey: in search of
Scotland's wild secrets

Crime
Thriller

BRADLEY, Ian

E-MAGAZINES

Won't you love me? : unloved as a girl,
abused as a woman - the true story of Ava's
fight for survival

ROBERTS, Professor Alice Buried: an alternative history of the first
millennium in Britain
BROOMFIELD, Keith

LOCAL HISTORY

S

heila Hancock looked like she was managing
old age. She had weathered and even thrived
in widowhood, taking on acting roles that would
have been demanding for a woman half her age.
She had energy, friends, a devoted family, a
lovely home. She could still remember her lines. So
why, at 89, having sailed past supposedly disturbing
milestones - 50, 70 even 80 - without a qualm, did
she suddenly feel so furious? Shocking diagnoses,
Brexit and bereavement seemed to knock her from
every quarter. And that was before lockdown.
Home alone, classified as 'extremely vulnerable',
she finds herself yelling at the TV and talking to
the pigeons. But she can at least take a good long
look at life - her work and family, her beliefs (many
of them the legacy of her wartime childhood) and,
uncomfortable as it might be to face, her future. In
Old Rage, one of Britain's best loved actors opens
up about her ninth decade. Funny, feisty, honest,
she makes for brilliant company as she talks about
her life as a daughter, a sister, a mother, a widow,
an actor, a friend and looks at a world so different
from the wartime world of her childhood. And yet
despite age, despite rage - she finds there are
always reasons for joy.

Don’t forget to look at our eBooks and eAudio titles as well – new titles are added every month

Search the library catalogue online – www.cne-siar.gov.uk/library

-
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Business support
where and when
you need it
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SUPPORT
Business
GatewayTO
canBUSINESSES
help you plan, adapt and grow.
FROM SKILLS

DEVELOPMENT SCOTLAND
• Webinars
• 1:1 Business Advice
SDS To
have
the
• Planning
Startrecently announced
• DigitalBoost
Connect with us at
extension
of their Flexible• Market
TrainingReports
• Local
Office Business
bgateway.com
Opportunities programme •toResearch
March Service
Support
2012. Businesses (ranging from soleTel: 01851
traders to companies of up to 150
822775
employees) can approach SDS to check
OUTER HEBRIDES BUSINESS GATEWAY is a Comhairle based service
their eligibility for support with improvoffering a range of support and advice to individuals setting up or
ing the skills and qualications of staff.
developing business enterprises across the islands. To further discuss
The benets of ongoing training develyour ideas and requirements and to nd out your eligibility for additional
opment are invaluable for all businesses
assistance please call our local ofce and we will be pleased to direct
usiness Gateway is here to help you and your business as the economy recovers from the
and individual employees and SDS
you to one of our advisers - 01851 822 775.
impacts of COVID-19. Our advisers continue to be able to offer support and guidance
endeavours
make
the process
and the Business Gateway website is regularly updated
with a widetorange
of relevant
advice of
training
much
more trading
affordable
and information. These include business contingency,
digital
platforms,
online,and
HELP REDUCE ENERGY
CREATIVE & CULTURAL
accessible.
to at
March
2012 eligible
working from home, HR and more. All this useful content
can beUp
found
www.bgateway.
BUSINESSES…
CONSUMPTION IN THE
will qualify
for up support
to 50% of
com, where you will also find helpful webinars andbusinesses
the latest updates
on financial
should take full advantage of the extremely
for businesses.
training costs (max £500 per course), up
ISLANDS
useful range of information, advice and
greenspaceLive, along with CnES, are
10 training
To find out how Business Gateway can supportto your
business,courses
please (max
contact£5000
us ontotal
resources that are available through the
businessgateway@cne-siar.gov.uk or 01851 822775. funding per business).
participating in the European Commission
Cultural Enterprise Ofce. Businesses
funded project ISLEPACT (www.islepact.
Please follow us on Facebook to be kept informed ofhttp://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.
our latest updates: www.facebook.com/
operating in these areas can access relevant
eu) which involves reviewing energy
BusinessGatewayOuterHebrides/
information by visiting the website www.
co.uk/our-services/services-forconsumption within participating island
culturalenterpriseofce.co.uk, subscribing
employers/encourage-employees-tocommunities. The aim of the ISLEPACT
to their monthly newsletter or calling their
develop-new-skills.aspx
project is to reduce EU island energy
free advice line 0844 544 9990.
SDS are also pleased to be chamconsumption by over 20% for 2020 as well as
protecting their ecosystems and enhancing
pioning
Recruitment
usiness Energy Scotland has put together a guide
on 40the
quickEmployer
and easy ways
your
EXPORTING FROM THE UK
their local economic development.
Incentive
which
provides
a

nancial
business can save energy costs and reduce your bills.
In order to accurately capture the energy
OR HOPING TO?
incentive
of
up
to
£2,000
to
businesses
To find out more, visit www.businessenergyscotland.org/guides/40-quick-and-easy-ways-cutconsumption within the Outer Hebrides in Smart Exporter is aKate
programme
support
that
offer
a
Modern
Apprenticeship
or
Lewis, Wild of
Harris
your-energy-bills-and-carbon-footprint/
the private sector, we have composed a to businesses in Scotland who are exporting
general employment to young peoshort survey which we would appreciate if or would like to begin doing so. Delivered
ple. For many young people, nding
you took the time to ll in:
by Scottish Development International
a job is a real challenge and for those
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/7FND5Y9 (SDI) the programme provides support
with additional support needs, or those
This will take no longer than 5 minutes to for businesses who are at various stages
trying
to overcome
specicinitiated
barriers,
his fund is a key funding programme, supporting
the wide
range of activity
complete.
of their international development through
is even more
difcult toThe
nd
training
by artists, writers, producers and other creativeit practitioners
in Scotland.
overall
n independent
business,
offering
a
Helping
us at this stage
is not
without
a package of training, events, strategic
or employment
allows
them to get
annual budget for this fund is £5 million. You can apply
for betweenthat
£500
and £100,000,
rangebene
of bespoke
year-round
guided
potential
t to yourself
and
your development and specialist advice.
for activity lasting up to 24 months.
outdoor activities
on the Isle ofhelps
Harris, draw
has
off to the right start in life. For more
business,
as participation
For more information please visit:
their offering
after working
with
information please visit
To find out more, visit www.creativescotland.com/funding/funding-programmes/open-fund/
a expanded
more accurate
picture
of energy
www.smartexporter.co.uk
Business Gateway.
open-fund-for-individuals
consumption
within the private sector in the
http://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.
Wild
Harris launched
2019
and offers
Outer
Hebrides
and the innext
stage
of the
co.uk/our-services/services-forHEALTH & SAFETY
a range ofproject
immersive
outdoor
activities
and
ISLEPACT
looks
at ways
to reduce
employers/engage-in-industryEXECUTIVE – UPDATE
experiences
on
both
land
and
sea,
including
energy consumption and may open paths to
recognised-training/employerBULLETINS
wildlifegrants
and wilderness
walks,
mountain
funding,
or guidance
to reduce
your
Businesses and individuals can now sign
recruitment-incentive.aspx
guiding,
sea
kayaking,
snorkel
safaris
and
company’s energy consumption, helping
up for regular updates by email from the
mountain bike expeditions.
For more information please contact
you
keep your overheads down
Health & Safety Executive.
Founded by Kate Lewis and Daryll
Skills
Scotland
on:
he Scottish Government is currently carrying
outDevelopment
a consultation
on Restricting
http://www.hse.gov.uk/new/ebulletins/
Brown, both experienced mountain leaders
Promotions of Food and Drink High in Fat, Sugar
or Salt.
will783
affect
small
01851
708 The
908 policy
or 0800
6000
Their construction Infonet is specically
and wildlife observers, Wild Harris offers
retailers and takeaways selling food. To complete the survey, and to submit your views,
geared towards businesses
in the
adventure and exploration for residents and
Kayaking in Harris
please visit consult.gov.scot/population-health/restricting-price-and-location-promotionsCHEQUE GUARANTEE
visitors alike. Their expertise and intimate
construction sector, to register: http://www.
on-foods/
knowledge of the island enhance their
hse.gov.uk/construction/infonet.htm
“We
have such a deep-rooted love for the
SCHEME ENDS
excursions,
whichTHE
specialise
in showcasing
REDUCE
RISK
OF
Outer Hebrides, and we approached Business
According to recent research by the UK
the
many rare
and beautiful species
that can
Gateway for NEW
ways to bring
our activities to a
YOUR
BUSINESS
BEING
FUNDING
Payments Administration 1 in 4 people
be found across the island’s lochs, bays, and
wider customer base. Our adviser couldn’t
AFFECTED
BY
CRIME…
INFORMATION
RESOURCE
are unaware that the Cheque Guarantee
wild lands.
have been more helpful and was there to
by
visiting
the
government
website
www.
FOR
COMMUNITY
Card Scheme is to be closed on 30th June
To grow their services, Kate and Daryll answer any questions we had throughout the
crimereduction.gov.uk/businesscrime.
ORGANISATIONS
funding application
process.
2011. Banks and building societies will be
approached Business Gateway for support
you will
ndofastart-up
host of
information
The
recently
launched a
HYESS is open to entrepreneurs setting up a contacting
new business
venture, or
onethat it There
and utilised
a host
services.
With
“The Comhairle
help and has
guidance
we received
customers
todeveloping
inform them
onthe
howsupport
to be of
vigilant
to the risks
of Wild
crime from
newtheresource
which
will
help
established within the last five years, in key sectors. Capital grant funding is available
a dedicated
adviser,
Business Gateway service hascommunity
been
will no longer be possible to guarantee a that could affect your business – including
Harris developed their business plan and
and voluntary
funding
to help fill the gap for early-stage businesses and those just starting.
fantastic,
it has organisations
allowed us to identify
invest and
cheque by handing over a card carrying the fraud
and guidance
cybercrime.
A useful
received
on funding
options.lea
Theet expand
sources
local and
projects,
visit:
ourfor
offering
we look
forward to
The following awards are potentially available:
Scheme’s ‘Shakespeare’ logo. UKPA esti- summarising
business was this
subsequently
awarded a grant
advice ‘Business:
Keep guiding
even more locals and visitors around
http://www.cne-siar.gov.uk/
• £3,000 for full-time businesses
through
the Of
Comhairle’s
COVID-19
Economic
mates that a quarter of all UK businesses Crime
island, whatever the weather.”
Out
It’ is also
available
from the
communitysupport/comhairle4community.
• £1,500 for part-time businesses
RecoveryGateway
Grant Scheme
(CERGS).
This 822
let
have accepted a cheque guaranteed by a Business
on request
(01851
Fiona Chisholm, Business Gateway,
asp
Kate and Daryll purchase a brand-new, larger
Please note tourism accommodation projects are ineligible
for
support.
said:
“Both Kate
and Daryll are extremely
775).
card in the last six months.
or
contact
dmacleay@cne-siar.gov.uk
sea kayak and trailer for transporting kayaks.

POST-COVID SUPPORT

B

BUSINESS ENERGY SAVINGS

B

CREATIVE SCOTLAND OPEN FUND

T

Outer Hebrides business makes a splash
with support from Business Gateway

A

CONSULTATION ON FOOD PROMOTION
RESTRICTIONS

T

OUTER HERIDES YOUNG ENTERPRISE SUPPORT SCHEME
(OHYESS)

O

To find out more, contact us on businessgateway@cne-siar.gov.uk.

As a result, the business is now able to offer
kayaking activities for all customers and in a
greater number of locations, with the added
ease of being able to move the activity to
a better suited area in changing weather
conditions.

knowledgeable about Harris and have
worked hard to build their business. They
instinctively identified areas to develop their
outdoor activities and, by working closely
with Business Gateway, were able to expand
their offering and secure assets to help them
overcome the elements.
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OUTER HEBRIDES BUSINESS DIRECTORY is a free online bu
resource
available to business throughout the islands. To lo
COVID-19 ECONOMIC RECOVERY GRANT
SCHEME (CERGS)
ERGS is designed to help the local economy recover
from COVID by supporting
available
in your area,
list your business or update your deta
Additionally, to accommodate the growing
businesses and social enterprises with grant funding to aid recovery, build resilience
C
“We were able to support Wild Harris
popularity of snorkel safaris,
thecontact
funding also
and encourage development.
www.businesshebrides.co.uk
or
01851
822
775
for fur
through
a range of Business
Gateway’s
start-up
allowed the business to purchase a range of
The following awards are potentially available:
•

£20,000 for existing businesses

•

£10,000 for new businesses

Please note tourism accommodation projects are ineligible for support.
To find out more, contact us on businessgateway@cne-siar.gov.uk.

Find us on Facebook – search for Business Gateway Outer Hebrides

wetsuits for customers to hire, opening the
activity to those who previously were unable
to provide their own.

Kate Lewis, Co-founder, Wild Harris said:

services and they now present an even more
exciting offering for adventurers on the island.”
To find out more about Business Gateway
and its services, please visit their website at /
www.bgateway.com/

Online Local Business Directory – go to: www.businesshebrides.co.uk
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Business Gateway
Online Webinars and
Stornoway Workshops

08/09/22 - 05/10/22

Autumn 2022

13

14

How to set up an
Instagram shop - webinar

Understand & master
Instagram grid, stories &
reels - workshop

27

04

Canva Basics - webinar

Create a 3-month content
plan for social media workshop

11

01

Canva Next Steps webinar

Mastering Email Marketing
- workshop

SEP 10.30am–12.00pm

SEP 10.30am–12.00pm

Oct 10.30am–12.00pm

SEP 9.30am–12.30pm

Oct 9.30am–12.30pm

Nov 9.30am–12.30pm

Connect with us, and book your place, at
bgateway.com/events
EVENTS is published by Intermedia Services (Stornoway) Ltd, Church House, 16 James Street, Stornoway HS1 2QN Tel: 01851 705743

