STORE 67

CAMPING-CYCLING-YOGABEACH- ECO LIVING

18 Bells Road,
Stornoway, HS1 2RA

www.opuscarpentry.co.uk
Email: kitchens.opuscarpentry@gmail.com

Tel: 07774 149 563

Kitchen
Design, supply
& Installation
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VISIT US: MONDAY
TO SATURDAy, 10am-5pm

67 KENNETH ST | STORNOWAY, HS1 2DS

CHRISTM
S MONDAY
S A VTOI SATURDAY,
N G S 10AM-5PM
CLUB OPEN!
VISITAUS:

ISSUE 197
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8 1 3 / 0 1STORE
851 705881
YOUR
EMAIL: STORE67ENQUIRIES@GMAIL.COM

@store67_sy
67 KENNETH ST | STORNOWAY, HS1 2DS

VISIT US: MONDAY TO SATURDAy, 10am-5pm

20 Bells Road

CHRISTMAS SAVINGS CLUB OPEN!

703646

CALL:07922 061 813 / 01851 705881
EMAIL: STORE67ENQUIRIES@GMAIL.COM

@store67_sy

GET THE MOST OUT OF YOUR GARDEN

This is the way we do it…
at Glastonbury

OPENING HOURS Mon - Fri 8am-5.30pm Saturday 9am-5pm

www.hic-stornoway.com

3 Cash Prizes Every Saturday

PLUS July’s BONUS Draw

1st PRIZE £1,500 CASH
Join , Win & Support

www.westernisleslottery.co.uk

Ticket Line 0300 30 20 444

AUTOPARTS
Island Road, Stornoway HS1 2RD
T: 01851 706939
E: sales@aps-direct.co.uk
W: www.autoparts-stornoway.com
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By Annie Delin

here’s a certain festival
euphoria on the faces of these
three coves from Stornoway – a
smile that simply says ‘Wow!’
Which for some days late in June
was pretty much all they could say,
lost in memories of Glastonbury
Festival, the biggest experience (so
far) in their musical career.
It’s another massive mood flip
from the time just over two years
ago, when Peat & Diesel – having
achieved star status across the land
- were staring disappointment in
the face, seeing gigs and festivals
cancelled and all live musical
activity melting away before them.
Three years ago – at HebCelt 2019
– the Peat & Diesel phenomenon
projected them from the smallest
festival venue to a last-minute
appearance on the main stage –
where despite short notice, they
almost filled the main tent in the
middle of the afternoon.
This came as Guitarist Boydie,
accordion-player
Innes
and
drummer Uilly rose on the crest
of a wave – a record in the charts,
2020’s summer festivals booked and
promoters scrambling to find venues
big enough for their ticket sales.
Then came Covid, and we all know
what happened next.
Continued on page 15
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22 Francis
Street
Office
opening hours
are now
9am to 2pm,Stornoway
Monday to Friday

22RMk
Francis Street
2 Francis Stre tStornoway • Insurance Services
StornowaIsyle of •LewiInssurance Services
Isle of Lewis HS1 2NB • Risk Management
Monday to Friday 8am - 5.30pm
Saturday 9am - 1pm

FREE

Thursday July 7th to Wednesday August 3rd 2022

Isle of
Lewis
t: 01851
704949

HS1 2NB
www.rmkgroup.co.uk

Angus
Clinton
•
Insurance
Services
WINDOWS LTD

• Risk Management
Rigs Road Stornoway Isle of Lewis HS1 2RF
Tel: 01851 705919 Fax: 01851 704743
Email: a.clinton@btconnect.com

01851Brokers
704949
•Hormann
Health & Safety
•t:
Insurance
LAMINATED PINE,
www.rmkgroup.co.uk
Garage
• Business & Personal
LARGE STOCK,
Doors
t: THE
01851
704949
04949
ADVICE
ADVICE
• Health
VARIOUS SIZES
WESTERN
ISLES & Safety
•
Excellent
Service
www.rmkgroup.co.uk
p.co.uk
TRUST
PREMIER PARTS RETAILER
TRUST

Francis Street
ancis Street
FIND US ON FACEBOOK &22
INSTAGRAM
• Insurance
StornowayServices
Stornoway
Isle of Lewis
sle of Lewis
• Risk Management
HS1 2NB
HS1 2NB

YOU CAN

YOU CAN

Highlands & Islands
Financial Advice Ltd

Harris Tweed direct from
The Shawbost Mill

25 North Beach Street, Stornoway, HS1 2QX
www.harristweedhebrides.com
t: 01851 700 046
e: retail@harristweedhebrides.com

Mann Judd Gordon
● Chartered Accountants
● Registered Auditors
● Business Advisers

Are you ready for MTD
for VAT from April 2022?

If not, please get in touch on

Tel: 01851 702335

Providing advice you
can trust for over 30 years

• Retirement Planning
• Income in Retirement
• Investments
• Life assurance
• Estate & Inheritance Tax Planning

Call Frazer on 01851 871057
or 07786 274720
Email frazer.mackenzie@mandg.com
Web www.mandgwealth.com/
highlandsandislandsfinancialadvice

7 James Street, Stornoway HS1 2QN

The Credit Union
for the Highlands
& Islands
website: www.hi-scot.com
email: info@hi-scot.com
tel: 01851 701865

SKIP HIRE

Open/closed skips
• METAL RECYCLING
2a Rigs Road, Stornoway, HS1 2RF
Tel: 01851 705155
Email: info@angusmaciver.co.uk
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Thinking
about
Fostering?
At Comhairle nan Eilean Siar
we are looking for foster carers to meet
the needs of those children who are
unable to live with their birth families

If you want more information then
please contact us on 01851 705080

Eilidh’s work ‘An art lesson with Cannoch’ and the artist at work on a new picture

Eilidh’s London art date

email: fosteringandadoption@cne-siar.gov.uk

We are waiting to hear from you
We are also looking for Supported
Lodging providers in the near future

Alasdair Allan MSP/BPA
Surgery Notice

!

Alasdair Allan MSP/BPA
Surgery No*ce

A

Alasdair Allan, Member of the Scottish Parliament
for Na h-Eileanan an Iar, will be holding the following advice
Eileanan an Iar Scottish Parliament
constituency
20
surgeries
in hisoffice,
constituency
office at 20 Kenneth Street,
Kenneth Street, Stornoway, Isle of Lewis:
Stornoway
Monday 19 February
12pm – 1pm should any constituent wish to meet with him:
Friday 23 February 1pm – 2pm

Friday 15 July 12pm – 1pm

nstituent is unable to make the surgery, or would like a home visit
Alasdair, please call the constituency office on 01851 700357
or email alasdair.allan.msp@parliament.scot

If any constituent is unable to make the surgery, or would like a home
visit
with Alasdair, please call the constituency office on 01851 700357
www.alasdairallan.scot
or email alasdair.allan.msp@parliament.scot

www.alasdairallan.scot

Selection for the SWA exhibition is done through an
open submission process, with Eilidh seeing the
opportunity offered in an artists’ magazine.

By Annie Delin

n artist from Lewis is to see one of her
works included in a prestigious London
art exhibition.

She said: “They were inviting women to
submit photographs of up to four works as
photographs, and if they liked them enough
they sent an email saying they wanted to see
the actual work itself.

Eilidh Smith of Branahuie has had her
painting ‘An art lesson with Cannoch’ selected
for inclusion in the 161st annual Society
of Women Artists' exhibition at the Mall
Galleries, London.

“I submitted two works and got an email
saying they wanted to see this one, so we got
it framed and posted it down to London. A few
weeks later they announced they had posted
the list of accepted works, and when I looked
down the list I found my name.”

The painting holds a special meaning for
Eilidh, who is the daughter of well-known Lewis
artist Margaret Ferguson.
Eilidh, an administrator for Advocacy Western
Isles, said: “The painting is in acrylics and is taken from
a photograph showing my mother painting a still life during
the late stages of pregnancy with me.

Allan, Member of the Scottish Parliament for Na h-Eileanan an Iar,
lding the following advice surgeries should any constituent wish to
meet with him:

(Eilidh Smith/Margaret Ferguson)

“Cannoch was her cat at the time, and it looks as if he is teaching
her how to do the shapes. I have seen the picture she painted – it’s
a still life with vegetables and things – but what makes it really
important to me is that I am in the picture. She hadn’t had me yet,
but I was there.
“I worked in acrylics for this picture, which I like to do where there
is a lot of detail and I want to work quickly. Some of the things in the
foreground, like the pencil and paint tubes, I improvised to balance
the composition.”

Friends of The Nicolson

A charitable trust to assist pupils of The Nicolson Institute

Find out how you can help advance the next
generation of Nicolson pupils at www.fotn.org.uk

The Society of Women Artists say: “The SWA seeks
works of the highest standard in a specific field from artists.
The Society of Women 2022 exhibition aims to promote women
artists and showcase a diversity of work from both non-members and
members of the Society.
"The Society of Women Artists 2022 exhibition will be their
161st. It will be held at the Mall Galleries, London and will be
officially opened by Her Royal Highness princess Michael of Kent on
Wednesday 7 September at 11am at the private view.”
Eilidh is hoping that she and her mum will be able to travel for the
private view, but she’s philosophical about whether that will happen,
after our experience over the past couple of years.
She said: “I’m working on a couple of other pieces at the
moment, but I never know how artwork is going to turn out or what
opportunities are going to happen.
“It would be great to get to a private view and to see Princess
Michael of Kent. I’ve got my fingers crossed we can go to that, but
we’ll just have to wait and see.”

HOW TO CONTACT US
Editor: Fred Silver
fred@hebevents.com
Design and layout: Andrew Jeffries
info@hebevents.com
Advertising: advertising@hebevents.com
Accounts and invoice queries:
accounts@intermediaservicesstornoway.co.uk
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Harris): annie@welovestornoway.com
Writers: Katie Macleod, Taylor Edgar
Rose Ferguson, writer and photographer
rose@welovestornoway.com
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Tel: 01851 705743
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LIVING IN THE ISLES…
Please contact us
contact
us
if Please
you need
support,
if
you
need
support,
information or advice.
or advice.
MARION
MACINNES
ELLIE ADVISOR)
DONNELLY
ELLIE DONNELLY information
(DEMENTIA

THE

THE BALTIC
BOOKSHOP

(LOCALITY
LEADER)
(DEMENTIA
ADVISOR)
MARION
ELLIE DONNELLY
07500MACINNES
762041
edonnelly@alzscot.org
07771925730
07500 762041
(LOCALITY
LEADER)
(DEMENTIA
ADVISOR)
LEADER)
CATHY
MASSON (LOCALITY
mmacinnes@alzscot.org
edonnelly@alzscot.org
07771925730
07500
762041
07795 507072 CMasson@alzscot.org
mmacinnes@alzscot.org
edonnelly@alzscot.org

Free 24 Hour Dementia Helpline 0808 808 3000
Keep
safe!
We hopeHelpline
to see you
Free 24
Hour
Dementia
0808soon.
808 3000
Keep
safe!
We
hope
to
see
you
soon.
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/alzheimer-scotland-western-isles-locality
HOW TO DONATE: www.justgiving.com/fundraising/marion-macinnes5

ISLAND SPIRIT
WHISKY SHOP

Whisky, Gin, Rum & Other Spirits,
Fine Wines, Local Craft Beer & Gifts

Roderick Smith Ltd,
8-10 Cromwell Street,
Stornoway HS1 2DA

38 Cromwell Street,
Stornoway HS1 2DD
01851 705705
07555697540

Tel: 01851 702082

@islandspiritwhisky

balticbookshop@rsmiths.co.uk

HOW TO DONATE: www.justgiving.com/fundraising/marion-macinnes5

THIS YEAR’S LINE UP:
• Jim the Magician (back by
popular demand!!)

• Bubbles the Clown and Rhona
the Face Painter
• Chainsaw Carving - items
carved on the day will be
available to purchase via
auction at the end of the day.
• MOWI Salmon Truck will be
offering a taste of local Salmon

• Various attraction from Explosive
Entertainment - Bucking Bronco,
Bungee Run etc...
• Local stalls, sheep/cattle
judging and lots more...

THIS YEARS RAFFLE:

1st Prize - £1000
2nd Prize - £500 Coop Voucher
3rd Prize - Child’s Electric Car

SHOW DANCE:

Graeme Maclennan
Band & Friends

The Woodlands

Open
all day…
food and
coffee, with
or without
a walk

Centre

ly

Keep an eye on our Facebook Page for
updates in the coming weeks.
If you would like to volunteer at this years
show please contact a member of the
Committee, message our Facebook page
or email lochsshow@gmail.com

• Teas/Coffees with Home Baking
(Hosted by the Lochs Choir)

on

A fun-filled day for all the family!

• BBQ

ath

The Show will be opened by
Norman A Macdonald (Dokus), former
Convener CnES, at 1pm and the Local
Pipe Band and Highland Dancers.

• Zorb Balls

otp

Saturday 23rd July 2022

• Hebridean Bouncy Castles

fo

We are delighted to announce
that the Lochs Show will be
going ahead this year. We warmly
welcome you all to join us on

• Mordar Gun Dogs

Castle Grounds
Monday to Saturday 9.30 to 3.30pm
Photograph courtesy of Colin Cameron

A Stornoway Trust Enterprise

Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright 2016

Page 4 - EVENTS

www.hebevents.com

07/07/22 - 03/08/22

LIVING IN THE ISLES…
Stornoway

John Morrison,

Christian Bookshop

Main Street, Tarbert

Newsagents - Grocers - Quality home-baking

30 Kenneth Street, Stornoway | 01851 703334

fresh fruit and vegetables, greetings cards
Free deliveries in Tarbert

01859 502319

Open:8.30am - 8.30pm Monday - Saturday

EVENTS available here

• Harris Tweed Store • Harris Tweed Jackets
• Harris Tweed Shoes • Harris Tweed Bags & Gifts
Stornoway

Tarbert
Village

We are
here

e: info@buth-an-rubha.co.uk t: 01851 870713

♦ Hot and cold snacks ♦
♦ Italian coffees ♦ Convenience store ♦
♦ Fresh and frozen produce ♦

Ferry

Leverburgh

Caberfeidh, Tarbert, Isle of Harris,
Western Isles, HS3 3DJ
Tel: 01859 502040/
01859 502505
Open: Mon-Sat 9am - 5.30pm
info@harristweedisleofharris.co.uk
www.harristweedisleofharris.co.uk

SUMMER READING

• Novels and Biographies
• Crossword Books
• Children’s colouring and activity books
Check out our website:
www.stornowaychristianbookshop.co.uk

OPENING HOURS 10am-1pm 2pm-5pm Mon - Sat

Furniture and Interior World

Stockists of the best furniture and interior design for over 20 years

OPENING HOURS
Shop: 9am-8pm
Cafe: 9am-5pm
Both closed Sunday

www.facebook.com/buthanrubha

The Harris
Tweed
Hebrides
Mill Shop

Harris Tweed
direct from The
Shawbost Mill
25 North Beach Street, Stornoway HS1 2XQ

Tel: 01851 700046

www.harristweedhebrides.com
retail@harristweedhebrides.com

Divans and bedsteads, full range of quality mattresses including memory foam biggest range available locally. Suites, bedroom and living room ranges available.

an clachan
• Crafts and gifts • Wide range of fresh foods
• newspapers and magazines
• Petrol and Diesel fuel available • Calor gas

John Maher Photography Exhibition

An Clachan, Leverburgh, Isle of Harris HS5 3TS

Tel: 01859 520370

Harris Millennium Tapestry Exhibition

EVENTS available here

7 Inaclete Road, Stornoway

Tel: 01851 703370

Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Saturday
FREE DELIVERY IN LEWIS AND HARRIS

www.furnitureworld.org.uk

07/07/22 - 03/08/22
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Butty Bus

FABRIC SALE

Leverburgh Pier

Locally sourced fresh fish cooked to order

on the bolt, by the metre, FQs

BOOKS * WADDING * RIBBON
TRIMMINGS * BINDING * and MO

RE

The Veggie Box

The freshest fruit and vegetables …from near and far

Stall in Perceval Square

BARGAINS GALORE!!!!

VISIT THE STUDIO – OPEN BY APPOINTMENT

CASH ONLY

8 GEARRAIDH GHUIRM, UPPER COLL, LEWIS, HS2 0LW

8th and 9th JULY
29th and 30th JULY
10.00am to 6.00pm

on FRIDAYS from 8am till 2pm
Please get in touch for more details

at

10 Port of Ness
Isle of Lewis

theveggiebox@hotmail.co.uk or tel: 07810 603188

Cameron Terrace, Leurbost, HS2 9PE

Island Arts Gallery and Coffee Shop

Eating area - hot drinks machine + microwave
your own snacks

Opening hours:
Monday-Saturday: 9am-5pm Sunday: CLOSED

Uig Community Shop, Timsgarry, Uig, HS2 9JD Tel: 01851 672444
EVENTS AVAILABLE HERE

The Good Food Boutique
Delicatessen & Speciality Foods
•
•
•
•
•

Freshly made Sandwiches, Salad Boxes & Baking
Take away Coffee & Tea & Hot Chocolate
Cheesemonger
Quality World Foods
Fine wines, Ales, Whisky & Artisan Gin

HOLMASAIG STUDIO

GALLERY

QUIDINISH S.E. HARRIS

islandarts2003@gmail.com

Affordable unique Paintings by Debbie Cullis and Paul Smith
Prints, original
cards, and
handmade crafts
by Debbie
All day snacks, teas
and homebaking
in a relaxed, artistic
environment

UIG COMMUNITY SHOP
AND FILLING STATION
Launderette - self service or service wash

www.im-hebrideanart.co.uk

www.painters-online.co.uk Debbie Cullis

Open: Monday-Saturday 6.30am-9pm

Free-to-use cash machine
Post Office services
Public toilet with baby-changing facilities
Wide range of groceries, fruit and vegetables
Health foods and pharmaceuticals

TEL: 01851 820201

8 Balallan, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851 830742

Tel: 01851 860377

Fuel available out-of-hours with auto-payment
by credit or debit cards 7 days per week.

T H E PA I N T I N G S O F I VO R M M AC KAY, A RT I S T

COTTON * HARRIS TWEED * TARTAN

Phone or Text 07899786574

Fuel, Groceries and Café

HEBRIDEAN ART

formerly
CALLICVOL QUILTS

Takeaway ������������������ Monday to Saturday 7�30am to 2�30pm
Fish & Chip Takeaway ���� Friday & Saturday 5pm to 7:30pm

Lochs Services Ltd

EVENTS - Page 5

OPENING TIMES:
Monday-Saturday
10.00am-6.00pm

Ripples in the Sand

GEARRANNAN
Blackhouse Village
A WINDOW TO THE PAST

Open to visitors March to October 9.30am - 5.30pm except Sundays

Self-catering thatched cottages OPEN ALL YEAR

Sleeping between 2 & 14 and rated from 2 stars to 4 stars

Awarded the 2014
CRMacintosh / France
Residency in Collioure

WATERCOLOUR PAINTINGS. JAPANESE WOODBLOCK PRINTS
By resident artist Margarita Williams D.A. (Glas) and invited artists.
Tel:01859 530401 www.holmasaiggallery.com Open: Mon - Sat 11-5pm

Also 13 bedded Hostel open all year

For more information please contact
Gearrannan Blackhouse Village 5a Gearrannan,
Carloway, Isle of Lewis HS2 9AL
Tel: 01851 643416 E-mail: info@gearrannan.com
www.gearrannan.com

59 Cromwell Street, Stornoway, HS1 2DD Tel: 01851 701 394
Open Monday - Saturday 8.30am - 5.30pm

Berneray, Isle of North Uist HS6 5BJ

OPENING HOURS

Nothing compares to your own stitched creations.
Fabrics, wool & haberdashery supplier

Berneray Shop
Monday - Saturday 9am - 5.30pm
Berneray Bistro
Monday - Saturday
10am - 4pm April to November
6pm - 8.30pm May to October

OPEN MON, TUE, THU, FRI 2-5.30PM SAT 2-5PM
CLOSED WEDNESDAY

www.bernerayshopandbistro.co.uk

—EST 2016—

For all your sewing needs

TONG CROSSROADS, TONG HS2 0HJ

TEL: 01851 701445

To reserve a table please
call us on 01876 540288

To advertise in EVENTS, email advertising@hebevents.com
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GEARRANNAN
Blackhouse Village
A WINDOW TO THE PAST

Explore the scenic setting, experience life in a 1955 blackhouse,
learn something of the history and culture of a typical crofting
township and enjoy traditional fare in the village cafeteria

Open to visitors March to October 9.30am - 5.30pm except Sundays

Self-catering thatched cottages OPEN ALL YEAR
Sleeping between 2 & 14 and rated from 2 stars to 4 stars

Also 13 bedded Hostel open all year
For more information please contact
Gearrannan Blackhouse Village 5a Gearrannan,
Carloway, Isle of Lewis HS2 9AL
Tel: 01851 643416
E-mail: info@gearrannan.com
www.gearrannan.com

How island inspires work of artist
T

he island of Benbecula and
its history have inspired artist
Donald McKenzie since childhood
and are a major theme in his
exhibition, at Museum nan Eilean in
the Castle Grounds, Stornoway.

Museum nan Eilean in the Castle Grounds

"It was thought that Lucozade
(advertised as a ‘glucose energy drink’)
would help him. Lucozade had an offer
for art materials at the time. If you sent
away six labels with a reduced payment
you would receive in return a box of oil
paints with brushes and a sketching easel.

Donald is a painter, sculptor and
writer who combines a conceptual
approach to his work with traditional
techniques
and
materials.
His
inspiration draws strongly on his
Hebridean family connections and
island heritage.
The exhibition explores the thread
that runs through families. McKenzie
has strong family connections to the
Outer Hebrides. His grandparents
were Lachlan MacRury, who was a
blacksmith in Benbecula, and Maggie
MacRury (nee MacQueen). Donald’s
mother Mary McKenzie (nee MacRury) was one
of six children of Lachlan and Maggie. The family
home was originally in Griminish from where they
moved to Liniclate. In 1935 the family moved to
Finlas of Aird.

remember when I was a teenager and
my grandfather’s health was starting to
deteriorate.

"I sent for the materials, which were
the first oil paints I ever owned, and two
of the first paintings I completed were of
my grandparents in Aird. I still have the
box and the paintings which launched
my career as an artist.”

‘Threads’ includes paintings, photographs,
collages, writings and objects collected by Donald
while he restored the family home in Aird. The artist
draws on responses to family mementoes, childhood
memories and the connections between local,

national and international themes, the past and the
present. It is nostalgic and will hopefully evoke many
memories from visitors and generate reminiscences.
Donald explained how he has always found
inspiration in the Outer Hebrides. He said:“I

Naidheachdan

Air an àirigh

Chaidh dà bhuidheann de sgoilearan à Sgoil Lìonail a-mach gu àirigh Sheonaidh agus Màiri ann an
Cuidhsiadar airson ionnsachadh mu bheatha dhaoine air an àirigh. Dh’innis Iain Gordon Dòmhnallach
dhuinn sgeulachdan mun àirigh agus sheall sinn ri làrach àirigh ‘Effer’ agus smaoinich sinn air dè na
seòrsaichean rudan a bhiodh aig daoine am broinn na h-àirigh. Bha am pàthadh a’ tighinn oirnn agus fhuair
Seonaidh bùrn à Tobar Chuidhsiadair agus ghabh sinn copan teatha, nar suidhe a-muigh air being. Tha sinn
airson taing a thoirt dha Murchadh Beag airson a h-uile duine a thoirt a-mach anns a’ bhus agus taing dha
Seonaidh agus Màiri airson an aoigheachd. Tha sinn a’ toirt taing dha Bòrd na Gàidhlig agus Comhairle nan
Eilean Siar airson taic maoineachaidh a thoirt dhuinn.
Two groups from Lionel School visited Seonaidh and Mary Campbell’s sheiling to find out more about why
people would spend their summers on the moor. Iain Gordon Macdonald told stories about life on the sheiling
and we also visited the ruins of àirigh Effer and talked about the kind of things people might have had inside
the sheiling. Seonaidh then got some water from the Cuidhsiadar well and we all sat outside and enjoyed a cup
of tea. Our thanks to Murchadh Beag for taking everyone out on the minibus and thanks also to Seonaidh and
Mary for being wonderful hosts.
We wish to thank Bòrd na Gàidhlig and Comhairle nan Eilean Siar for their funding assistance for this project.

The exhibition is dedicated to the
memory of Donald’s wife Jane who
died unexpectedly in August 2016. Jane
had family connections to Scarp and
loved the Outer Hebrides. For the 43
years they were together, annual visits
to Benbecula were never missed.
The exhibition opened on Friday 1 July at
Museum nan Eilean Stornoway and runs till 1
October. It was previously shown in 2018 at
Museum nan Eilean, Benbecula.

Uairean fosglaidh Opening hours

Bidh Comunn Eachdraidh Nis fosgailte gach Disathairne
tron Iuchar agus an Lùnasdal bho 10m gu 4f
We will be open on Saturdays
during July and August 10am - 4pm

Taisbeanaidhean an-dràsta
Ann an Nis, àite bòidheach le Megan NicIlleathain
COAST
Tubaist SS Norge
Seallaidhean de Nis le Iomhair Macaoidh
Fosgailte Diluain gu Dihaoine 10m gu 4.30f
Disathairne 10m - 4f
Current Exhibitions

07/07/22 - 03/08/22
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ACTIVITIES ON
BARRA AND VATERSAY
S

ome people think that on
a small island there isn’t
much to do or that it is not
worth staying long.
However, that is so far from
the truth. On Barra and Vatersay,
with the hills, beautiful beaches
and
natural
environment,
you are only limited by your
imagination. Take time to slow
down when visiting the islands
and get to know them for their
different characteristics.
There is a wealth of activities
available – take a look at
our blog – from cycling and
climbing to kayaking and
paddleboarding. If you have a
kite or a surfboard pack them
too!!!
Activities on Barra and
Vatersay (buthbharraigh.co.uk)

Struggling to
find accommodation?
As
well
as
providing
information regarding island
activities, Bùth Bharraigh can
take the stress out of finding
accommodation. For a mere £5
we will contact accommodation

providers and find out what is
available for the time you wish
to come. All you need to do is
give us a call on 01871 817948
so we can take all the necessary
details.

And finally….
Many thanks to everyone
that took part in the Hebridean
Inchies project, in particular
Tong Primary and Castlebay
Primary. They made a super
display for the wildlife festival.
The display will be up all
summer in Bùth Bharraigh.

McLaughlin
Plant &
Haulage
◆ General Bulk Haulage from Scotland & England
◆ Excavator Hire: 7 Tonne - 30 Tonne
◆ Hiab Hire ◆ Tipper Hire ◆ Low Loader Hire
◆ All ground works for new house sites
SUPPLIERS OF:
• Hay, Straw, Silage • Lime • Scarified Tar • New & Used Containers

Your leading Waste Disposal, skip Hire
and Recycling Centre in the Western Isles
◆ Skip Hire – 8 Yard – 40 Yard
◆ Commercial & Household
Waste Disposal
◆ Plasterboard, Wood, Cardboard
◆ Metal – Ferrous/Non-Ferrous
◆ Waste Management Services
◆ Scrap Car Recycling
(DVLA approved)
We work to conserve World Resources by promoting, reducing, reusing
and recycling waste through our transfer station, that would otherwise be
destined for landfill, in order to achieve and maintain greater environmental
sustainability.

3 Creed Park, Lochs Road, Isle of Lewis, HS2 9JB
Tel: 01851 703050 Email: david@stornowayskips.co.uk
Opening Hours: Mon-Thurs 8am – 4.30pm // Friday 8am – 3.30pm // Saturday – CLOSED No appointment necessary.
Covering Lewis, Harris, Uists & Barra
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SAC Agricultural & Conservation Consultants combine local knowledge with
extensive experience and are supported by our team of renowned specialists.
We can assist crofters with business advice on a range of topics to improve profitability

Contact your local SAC office: 01851 703103

Leading the way in Agriculture and Rural Research, Education and Consulting

Crofting
Services

SCALPAY COUPLE WIN TOP
WOODLAND AWARD
A

couple who planted 14,000 trees on a
rocky peninsula in the Western Isles and a
primary school which moved 80% of learning
outdoors during the pandemic have been
named among the winners at Scotland’s ‘Tree
Oscars’.
Mike and Fiona Coulthard won the New Native
Woods prize at Scotland’s Finest Woods Awards
2022 for “patience and perseverance” in planting
trees on a croft on the exposed peninsula at
Ardnakille, Scalpay.
The judges reported: “Growing any trees on
this site is an achievement - both ecologically and
culturally - and for this the applicants are to be
congratulated. This project sets out an example to
others of what can be achieved under the least
prepossessing environments - and that we can
all make a contribution to the environmental
challenges we are facing.”
The school which took 80% of learning outside
was Grandtully Primary, Perthshire, joint winner
of the Schools Award with Priorsford Primary
School in Peebles. The judges said of Grandtully:
“This is a beautiful example of how Covid helped
take learning outdoors. The school grounds are
wonderfully developed by the children and the
community for human play and learning, but also
for wildlife. The children have planted many trees
and hedges, built structures from wood, made a
wildlife watching area and much more.”
Joint winner Priorsford, the judges said, was
a “superb example of how a school can take
learning and play outdoors plus make connections
to the local woods”.
The Early Years winner was Johnston Nursery in
Kirkcudbright, praised by judges for its “visionary”
approach. The nursery has bought a small patch of
local woodland and the children, with adult help,
made it their own, using the children’s committee
to express their wishes - including a dog poo
campaign, tunnel, castle and tree planting.
The Awards were presented at the Royal
Highland Show at Ingliston, being held live for
the first time since 2019, following a Covidcancellation in 2020 and an online ceremony in
2021.
Winner of the Quality Timber Award for
New Commercial Woods was Succothmore
in Cowal, Argyll managed by Bryan Pearce for
Tilhill. Succothmore was, the judges said, “an
exceptional scheme from design to successful
establishment”, which had created “appropriate
commercial forestry in eagle territory”.

Photograph by Julie Broadfoot

There was also a rare award of The Dulverton
Flagon, made at the Quality Timber Award
judges’ discretion, and last awarded in 2016.
It was presented to Cormilligan, a large new
commercial wood planted in Upper Nithsdale,
Dumfries & Galloway, also managed by Tilhill.
Judges described it as “an excellent example
of modern Scottish forestry, delivering multiple
objectives, focusing on quality timber and climate
change mitigation” - and praised its “ambition,
vision, and ability to take on board others’ views
and criticism in its development”.

is admired by many countries and its international
reputation for good woodland management is
well deserved.

Màiri McAllan, Minister for Environment and
Land Reform, who presented the Awards, said:
“Scotland boasts a strong woodland heritage that

“I’d like to congratulate all the winners who are
keeping Scotland’s woodlands the finest they can
be.”

“The Awards celebrate the achievements and
hard work of all those who create and care for our
forests and woodlands and instil a love of trees in
our young people.
“This year, the judges’ results shine a special
spotlight on young people of both nursery and
school ages, farm and community woodlands and excellence in creating new productive and
native woods.

To advertise your crofting developments in the next edition of
EVENTS, email all the details to advertising@hebevents.com
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Scottish Crofting Federation

Crofting…food & products – plus crofting law
T

By Patrick Krause

he interest in where produce comes
from, what is in it, how it is produced,
its environmental credentials and its
‘provenance’, has grown exponentially over
the past decade.
Recent events including Brexit, a pandemic,
supply chain issues and COP26 have all raised the
importance of sustainability and supporting local
produce. There are a number of labels, or ‘marks’,
that indicate the origins of food.
Crofting lends itself to having its own mark,
it being defined by regulation, its geographic
location, and its own provenance. The ‘Scottish
Crofting Produce’ mark signifies its geographical
origins, that it conforms to a set of standards and
that it supports a sustainable culture. The Scottish
Crofting Produce mark was also established to
promote produce from crofts so that crofters could
make a better return on their sales, and covers a
range of produce including food, crafts and textiles.
By joining the SCP mark, we can promote
those crofters who wish to sell their own genuine
produce, that seek the best practice for land
and livestock, and really showcase the art of
crofting, the heritage behind it, and the future of
supporting local producers. The SCP mark is a way
to let crofting providers show how they use their
unique natural and environmental surroundings to
provide for the growing demand for ethical and
sustainable natural produce.

From the crofter who sells beef and mutton,
truffles and trout, to the crofter who makes gin
and sells it alongside honey and eggs; if it is done
on a croft, it can be promoted under the Scottish
Crofting Produce mark. Webinars are being held
on case studies and ‘how to sell direct’ and SCF
will also showcase Scottish Crofting Produce at
several events this coming year.
Now that we have a new board of crofting
commissioners in place, and they have settled in,
it is timely that the process for crofting law reform
is about to begin again, picking up where it left off
in the last parliamentary session.
This time there are some additional features to
the reform including the issues that were looked
at by the Law Society, and a specific request for
the Crofting Commission to contribute suggestions
for amendments that will enable it to discharge its
duties as crofting regulator.
This is a very important point as the Commission
is in the ideal place to ensure the law works for
crofting - as you will remember SCF has been
lobbying the Commission for some time on this
point. It is not about ‘watering down’ legislation
to make the Commission’s job easier, or simply to
amend the wording of existing legislation to make
it work better.

decrofting of house-sites by absentee tenants or
owners, or the breach of duties that sees crofts
lying idle and neglected, not being passed on.
So, welcome to the new and returning
commissioners; you have an increased budget, an

It is also to suggest changes that will help this
regulated system of land tenure to work better in
the interest of crofting. We need to see legislation
that will control things like the collection of
multiple crofts to the exclusion of others, or the
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expanded staff, a crofting development team and
a Regulation and Land Use team. We reiterate our
request that you do everything in your power to
get this excellent system of land tenure into shape,
starting with the fundamental basis – the law.
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CROFTING NOTICES - JULY 2022
First Registration
of a Croft

First Registration
of a Croft

First Registration
of a Croft

Mrs Catherine Campbell has registered their croft
15b Arnol, Barvas on the Crofting Register held by
the Registers of Scotland.

Donald John Maclennan has registered his croft
2 Arivruach, Lochs, Isle of Lewis on the Crofting
Register held by the Registers of Scotland.

Margaret Buchanan has registered her croft, 31
East Street, Sandwick, Stornoway on the Crofting
Register held by the Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to challenge the
registration may apply to the Scottish Land Court
by 10th February 2023.

Any Person who wishes to challenge the
registration may apply to the Scottish Land Court
by February 26th 2023.

Any person who wishes to challenge the
registration may apply to the Scottish Land Court
by 7 March 2023.

Details of the registration can be found at
www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/home
The croft registration number is C8367.

Details of the registration can be found at
www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/home.
The croft registration number is C8406.

Details of the registration can be found at
www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/home.
The croft registration number is C8427.

First Registration
of a Croft

First Registration
of a Croft

First Registration
of a Croft

Mrs Catherine Campbell has registered their croft
38 Arnol, Barvas on the Crofting Register held by
the Registers of Scotland.

Glen Rutherford has registered their croft 8 Croir,
Great Bernera, Uig on the Crofting Register held by
the Registers of Scotland.

Norman Angus Maciver has registered their croft
20 Balantrushal, Barvas on the Crofting Register
held by the Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to challenge the
registration may apply to the Scottish Land Court
by 30th January 2023.

Any person who wishes to challenge the
registration may apply to the Scottish Land Court
by 27th February, 2023.

Any Person who wishes to challenge the
registration may apply to the Scottish Land Court
by February 4th 2023.

Details of the registration can be found at
www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/home
The croft registration number is C8354.

Details of the registraion can be found at
www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/home.
The croft registration number is C8410.

Details of the registration can be found at
www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/home.
The croft registration number is C8360.

First Registration
of a Croft

First Registration
of a Croft

First Registration
of a Croft

Mr Colin Macleod has registered his croft 12
Calbost, Lochs on the Crofting Register held by the
Registers of Scotland.

Mr Hugh Mackenzie has registered their croft 5
Swordale, Swordale, Stornoway on the Crofting
Register held by the Registers of Scotland.

Mr Norman Macphail Martin has registered his
croft 7 Arivruaich, Arivruaich, Lewis on the Crofting
Register held by the Registers of Scotland.

Any Person who wishes to challenge the
registration may apply to the Scottish Land Court
by 6 March 2023.

Any person who wishes to challenge the
registration may apply to the Scottish land Court
by 26 January 2023.

Any Person who wishes to challenge the
registration may apply to the Scottish Land Court
by February 2023.

Details of the registration can be found at
www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/home.
The croft registration number is C8419.

Details of the registration can be found at
www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/home.
The croft registration number is C8339.

Details of the registration can be found at
www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/home.
The croft registration number is C8398.

First Registration
of a Croft

First Registration
of a Croft

First Registration
of a Croft

David William Merrikin has registered their croft,
21 Upper Bayble, Stornoway, on the Crofting
Register held by the Registers of Scotland.

Miss Katherine Louise Stewart has registered their
croft 8 Caryshader, Uig on the Crofting Register
held by the Registers of Scotland.

Mr Norman Macphail Martin has registered his croft
7 Laxdale, Stornoway on the Crofting Register held
by the Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to challenge the
registration may apply to the Scottish Land Court
by 13th February 2023.

Any person who wishes to challenge the
registration may apply to the Scottish Land Court
by 06 March 2023.

Any Person who wishes to challenge the
registration may apply to the Scottish Land Court
by February 2023.

Details of the registration can be found at
www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/home.
The croft registration number is C8376.

Details of the registration can be found at
www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/home.
The croft registration number is C8415.

Details of the registration can be found at
www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/home.
The croft registration number is C8416.
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CROFTING NOTICES - JULY 2022
First Registration
of a Croft
Mrs Patricia Peteranna has registered their
croft, 239 Garahellie, South Uist, on the Crofting
Register held by the Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to challenge the
registration may apply to the Scottish Land Court
by 15 March 2023.
Details of the registration can be found at
www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/home.
The croft registration number is C8457

Proposed Assignation of a Croft

Proposed Assignation of a Croft

Christine Florence Munro is applying to the Crofting
Commission for consent to assign the tenancy of the
croft at 1 Marig, Harris, to Alexander Donald Munro,
residing at Tigh an Tobair, Tarbert, Isle of Harris, HS3
3DJ.

Joyce Eastwood is applying to the Crofting
Commission for consent to assign the tenancy of the
croft at 13 Ardroil, Uig, Isle of Lewis to Sara Jayne
Hannah Mattison residing at 1 Park View, Eaglesfield,
Lockerbie, DG11 3PF

Written comments from those with a relevant
interest (which may be made public) to: the Crofting
Commission, Great Glen House, Leachkin Road,
Inverness IV3 8NW (e-mail: info@crofting.gov.scot)
by the 4 August 2022.

Written comments from those with a relevant interest
(which may be made public) to: Crofting Commission,
Leachkin Road, Inverness, IV3 8NW, info@crofting.
scotland.gov.uk by the 4 August 2022.

Please note that any comments you provide are
part of an open process and will be made available
to interested parties. Your comments would also be
released under a Freedom of Information enquiry.

Please note that any comments you provide are
part of an open process and will be made available
to interested parties. Your comments would also be
released under a Freedom of Information enquiry.

Proposed Assignation of a Croft

Proposed Assignation of a Croft

Dolina Mary Maclean is applying to the Crofting
Commission for consent to assign the tenancy of the
croft at 12 Gravir, Lochs, Isle of Lewis to Amanda
Murray, Free Church Manse, Kinloch, Lochs, Isle of
Lewis, HS2 9LA.

Mr Kenneth John Macphail is applying to the Crofting
Commission for consent to assign the tenancy of
the croft at 22 Newmarket, Laxdale, Isle of Lewis to
Corinne McDonald Macphail, residing at 25 Gleann
Dubh, Newmarket, Isle of Lewis.

If you consider you have a relevant interest in this
application, you may submit comments in writing
to the Crofting Commission, Great Glen House,
Leachkin Road, Inverness, IV3 8NW or e-mail
info@crofting.scotland.gov.uk by 4 August 2022.

Written comments from those with a relevant
interest (which may be made public) to: the Crofting
Commission, Great Glen House, Leachkin Road,
Inverness IV3 8NW (e-mail: info@crofting.gov.scot)
by the 4 August 2022.

Please note that any comments you provide are
part of an open process and will be made available
to interested parties. Your comments would also be
released under a Freedom of Information enquiry.

Please note that any comments you provide are
part of an open process and will be made available
to interested parties. Your comments would also be
released under a Freedom of Information enquiry.

Proposed Assignation of a Croft

Proposed Assignation of a Croft

Donald Murdo Macdonald is applying to assign the
tenancy of the croft at 40b Newmarket, Stornoway,
Isle of Lewis to Krisell Macdonald of 10 Perceval
Road South, Stornoway, Isle of Lewis

Margaret Macleod Macdonald is applying to assign
the tenancy of the Croft at 6 Doune Carloway, Isle
of Lewis to Colin Norman Maclean of 12 Doune
Carloway, Isle of Lewis.

Written comments from those with a relevant
interest (which may be made public) to : Crofting
Commission, Leachkin Road, Inverness IV3 8N,
info@crofting.gov.scot by 04/08/22.

Written comments from those with a relevant
interest (which may be made public) to: Crofting
Commission, Leachkin Road, Inverness, IV3 8NW,
info@crofting.gov.scot by 04 August 2022.

Please note that any comments you provide are
part of an open process and will be made available
to interested parties. Your comments would also be
released under a Freedom of Information enquiry.

Please note that any comments you provide are
part of an open process and will be made available
to interested parties. Your comments would also be
released under a Freedom of Information enquiry.

Proposed Assignation of a Croft

Proposed Assignation of a Croft

Proposed Assignation of a Croft

Mr Alasdair Morrison of 8 Locheport, Isle of North Uist.
is applying to the Crofting Commission for consent to
assign the tenancy of the croft at 8 Locheport, isle of
north Uist, HS6 5EX to Archie Macvicar, residing at 12
Locheport north Uist, HS6 5EX.

IAIN MACIVER is applying to the Crofting Commission
for consent to assign the tenancy of the croft at 7
KNEEP, UIG, ISLE OF LEWIS to PETER SMITH,
Carrban, Farr, Inverness, IV2 6XG.

MARION WILSON, Crofter, 56 Crossbost, Lochs, Isle
of Lewis, is applying to The Crofting Commission for
consent to assign the tenancy of the croft at 12 Habost,
South Lochs, Isle of Lewis, to SHONA McDOWALL of
6 Habost, South Lochs, Isle of Lewis.

First Registration
of a Croft
Raymond Poole has registered their croft 25
Lemreway, Lemreway, Lochs, Isle of Lewis on the
Crofting Register held by the Registers of Scotland.
Any Person who wishes to challenge the
registration may apply to the Scottish Land Court
by 2 March 2023.
Details of the registration can be found at
www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/home.
The croft registration number is C8426.

First Registration
of a Croft
RODERICK MORRISON, has registered their croft
Obhan View, (Share) Lochmaddy, Isle of North Uist on
the Crofting Register held by Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to challenge the
registration may apply to the Scottish Land Court
by 13th March 2023.
Details of the registration can be found at
www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/home.
The Croft registration Number is C8442.

Written comments from those with a relevant
interest (which may be made public) to: the Crofting
Commission, Great Glen House, Leachkin Road,
Inverness IV3 8NW (e-mail: info@crofting.gov.scot)
by the 4 August 2022.

If you consider you have a relevant interest in this
application, you may submit comments in writing to
the Crofting Commission, Great Glen House, Leachkin
Road, Inverness IV3 8NW or email info@crofting.gov.
scot by the 4 August 2022.

Please note that any comments you provide are
part of an open process and will be made available
to interested parties. Your comments would also be
released under a Freedom of Information enquiry.

Please note that any comments you provide are
part of an open process and will be made available
to interested parties. Your comments would also be
released under a Freedom of Information enquiry.

If you have an interest in this application, you may
submit comments on the proposal in writing or some
other permanent form to the Crofting Commission,
Great Glen House, Leachkin Road, Inverness, IV3
8NW (e-mail: info@crofting.gov.scot) by 04/08/22.
Please note that any comments you provide are
part of an open process and will be made available
to interested parties. Your comments would also be
released under a Freedom of Information enquiry.
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Proposed Assignation of a Croft
Mr Roderick Mackenzie, residing at 10A Benside,
Newmarket, Isle of Lewis, HS2 ODZ, is applying to the
Crofting Commission for consent to assign the tenancy
of the Croft at 10A Benside. Isle of Lewis, to Rona
Mackenzie, residing at 10A Benside, Newmarket, Isle
of Lewis, HS2 0DZ.
Written comments from those with a relevant
interest (which may be made public) to: Crofting
Commission, Leachkin Road, Inverness IV3 8NW,
info@crofting.scotland.gov.uk by 04 August 2022.
Please note that any comments you provide are
part of an open process and will be made available
to interested parties. Your comments would also be
released under a Freedom of Information enquiry.

Proposed Assignation of a Croft
Mr Roderick Maclean is applying to assign the croft at
20/21 Breanish, Isle of Lewis to Lee Cameon Mears of
20/21 Breanish Isle of Lewis.

The opening of the new Cnoc a’ Choilich football ground in Carloway in 1991

(Carloway FC)

Sporting memories
revived

Written comments from those with a relevant
interest (which may be made public) to: Crofting
Commission, Leachkin Road, Inverness, IV3 8NW,
info@crofting.gov.scot by 04 August 2022.

N

ew groups of the Sporting Memories Foundation Scotland
are to be opened across the Western Isles, with the first
meeting planned for next Tuesday, 12 July.

Western Isles around social isolation, the sporting memories clubs
will hopefully contribute in a small way to alleviating isolation
across our island population.”

Please note that any comments you provide are
part of an open process and will be made available
to interested parties. Your comments would also be
released under a Freedom of Information enquiry.

The Western Isles branch has been launched as part of a wider
UK charity to create social activity clubs across the Western Isles,
with a focus on reducing mental health issues and social isolation,
as well as increasing opportunities for people to get together and
talk about sport.

Steven Munro, CnES sports development officer, said: “The SMF
have been great in supporting us to access funding, training and
resources to develop this new initiative in the Western Isles. We
believe it could make a real difference to our community to be able
to meet up again after a long absence of opportunities to do so.

This new opportunity has been made possible through funding
from the Western Isles Communities Mental Health Fund (£7750),
the Uist and Barra Sports Council (£750), Lewis and Harris Sports
Council (£750) and Comhairle nan Eilean Siar’s department of sport
and health (£500).

“We have a rich history of sport across our islands including the
football leagues, rugby, golf and shinty clubs, outdoor activities
such as hill walking and climbing, kayaking and sailing as well as
many more sports and activities that have been key to growing up
on the islands.

The funding was used to purchase a lifelong social license to
deliver bespoke sessions using resources such as physical activity
kit bags, retro footballs and rugby balls, replay cards and old
newspapers.

“We hope people will come along and share their memories with
others of playing, coaching and/or watching sport throughout their
lives. The benefits to mental and physical health are endless when
we manage to come together and talk in a social environment.”

Maurice Donohue, chief operating officer for Sporting Memories
Foundation Scotland, said: “As we slowly come out of the Covid-19
pandemic, it is vital we provide an opportunity for older people
across Scotland to come together to improve mental and physical
wellbeing as well as tackle challenges such as isolation through
sports reminiscence and gentle sporting activity.

Women and men over 55 years old are invited to come along
and share sports memories from the past, exchanging yarns in a
relaxed atmosphere, on Tuesday 12 July at Stornoway Bowling Club
on Bayhead, between 2pm – 3pm.

www.lewisandharrisauctionmart.co.uk

SALE DATES 2022

Wednesday 24th August
Wednesday 7th September
Monday 3rd October
Tuesday 4th October
Tuesday 11th October
(Provisional)

LAMBS
LAMBS AND EWES
RAMS,

08:30 START
08:30 START
5PM START

CATTLE SALE

08:30 START

No Cast Rams

All classes of cattle

ALL CLASSES OF SHEEP 08:30 START

including aged and Cast Rams

********************

TO ASSIST WITH BUYER NOTIFICATION & TRANSPORT THE BOOKING
DEADLINE FOR ALL SALES IS 1 WEEK BEFORE SALE DATE, HOWEVER
BOOKING MAY CLOSE EARLIER IF CAPACITY IS REACHED BEFORE THIS.
BOOKING DETAILS:

Book online @ www.lewisandharrisauctionmart.co.uk
FOR PHONE BOOKINGS CONTACT:

“We’re hoping this first step into the Western Isles will enable us
to increase our engagement with communities in the Western Isles
and beyond into the future.”
Kevin Morrison, Uist community sports hub officer, is to be the
lead for Uist and Barra sporting memory groups. He said: “Following
the Covid 19 pandemic we are seeing a secondary pandemic in the

If you are interested in finding out more and registering your
interest for you or a loved one, please contact Steven Munro via
smunro@cne-siar.gov.uk (Lewis & Harris) or Kevin Morrison kevin.
morrison@cne-siar.gov.uk or phone 01851 822785
The pictures show sporting memories shared in SMF groups at
Kelty and Glenrothes (Sporting Memories Foundation Scotland)
and the opening of the new Cnoc a’ Choilich football ground in
Carloway in 1991 (Carloway FC).

LEWIS
Kevin Macdonald ..........................................................................07766 740644
Kenny Macleod.............................................................................. 07810 448911
Kevin Kennedy ..............................................................................07899 759014
HARRIS
Donald John Macinnes .................................................................01859 502313

To advertise your crofting
developments in the next
edition of EVENTS,
email all the details to
advertising@hebevents.com
Sporting memories shared in SMF groups at Kelty and Glenrothes

(Sporting Memories Foundation Scotland)
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Frank Rennie retires
after 30 years at college
W

By Annie Delin

hen Professor Frank Rennie came to Lews
Castle College as a rural development
consultant in 1992 there was no course in
existence, anywhere, that recognised rural
development as an academic discipline.

When he officially retires on 1 July, after 30
years of world-leading research and direct, nononsense teaching, he leaves behind a whole
department at UHI Outer Hebrides which offers a
route to honours degrees, masters and doctorates
linking sustainable development with language,
culture, politics, environmental conservation, and
numerous other disciplines.
“I’ve gone from a position where the whole idea
was pioneering and original, to one where UHI
Outer Hebrides has become the acknowledged
global expert in the discipline, which is really quite
exciting,” he said.
Frank’s enthusiasm for the idea of rural
development may have been new to academia, but
even in those early days it stemmed from practical
experience.

Frank, in Bhutan, with the Vice Chancellor of the Royal University of Bhutan

Frank at home in Galson

He said: “I was travelling through the Highlands
and Islands and seeing people doing great things,
but they weren’t getting any credit or qualifications,
because there was no course anywhere that
acknowledged their experience or knowledge.”
The newly appointed consultant offered to write
and design a course called Rural Development,
using the then-innovative structure of presenting
it as a Higher National Certificate in year one, a
diploma in year two and an honours degree after
two further years.
He said: “That was a new style of programme,
but it’s now very common. It offers a pathway by
which, as people are moving towards their degree,
they are getting qualifications on the way. That
means they can pause or stop at any time.”
There were other novel aspects of the course:
it was taught face-to-face but there were no
exams, it used continual assessment. And it was
the first network degree, allowing it to be taught
from different colleges with modules delivered by
different sites.
It became the fledgeling UHI’s first ever degree
course – one that wasn’t accredited by another
university. A BSc Honours in rural development
was offered directly by Lews Castle College UHI
and quickly followed by a Masters in sustainable
rural development. But there was one innovation
still to come.
“You have to remember that this was all before
the internet began,” Frank emphasises. “People
didn’t have a phone in their pocket with access to
a world of knowledge.
“The internet became publicly available in 1994
and we were early adopters. By 1996 we had
started to use it to support teaching delivery, and
then sustainable rural development became our
first online degree.”
UHI Outer Hebrides now has a department
of sustainable development, with the discipline
acknowledged as connectable with science,
language, culture, finance or whatever a project
needs.
Some of the students who register are straight
from school, looking for a grounding in a discipline
that brings together much which will be needed in
a changing world. But, says Frank, there are a large
number of mature students too, some of whom are
involved with project or business ideas, effectively
already working in sustainable development.
“The majority of mature students are women
coming back into work from bringing up a family,
and they already have an interest in an aspect
of social development,” he said. They may, for
example, be involved in tourism and need to know
about the environment or about business skills.

Frank in Bhutan

“Of course, it has been going now for 25
years and over that time we have jettisoned the
HNC/HND qualifications and substituted Higher
Education certificates and diplomas, but it’s the
same step structure.”
The value of responding flexibly to learning
opportunities was amply demonstrated in 2020,
when all the cards were thrown in the air by
the global pandemic. Frank was mid-project
supporting the Kingdom of Bhutan in establishing
its own university – he was actually in Bhutan
when they recorded their first case of Covid.
“I came back from Bhutan and the university told
me to isolate for two weeks. I thought two weeks
was challenging, but by the end of that fortnight
we were all working from home.”
Bhutan was the last trip overseas Frank made until
May 2022. But once again there was innovation
waiting to be found. Frank said: “For a long time
I had been talking about distance learning. A lot
of education deliverers wanted nothing to do with
technology as a teaching tool, then along came
Covid and a huge spike in digital activity.”
Frank was already leading on a Masters of
Education (MEd) in digital pedagogy and that
course was revolutionised by the advent of a
global pandemic. He learnt other things during
the pandemic, too, especially after his wife Agnes
retired from her post as general manager of the
publishers Acair.
He said: “I had always thought I would never
retire, but I looked at how Agnes was enjoying

The original Rural Development course book

taking her choice of things to do and thought
‘maybe I’d like to do that.’

the Nordic countries – Iceland and Faroe – the
way they do things, the attitude.

“UHI is in a really, exciting position with the
coming transformation of structure, and I do want
to be involved, but I want to do other things too.
I have books to write, people are offering me
projects I could be involved in.

“Bhutan came here to find a structure for their
own university, given their challenging geography.
They now have a university which they set up as
a federated colleges model, similar to UHI, and
a professional qualification loosely modelled on
UHI’s. We’re looking at how they can improve
their system using what we have learned.”

“In the week since I have stopped work, I have
had three universities in touch with me with
projects all over the UK, in Ireland, Faroe, Bhutan.
I can cherry-pick what I feel like doing.
“I have written 36 books over my career, and
the other day someone asked me to contribute a
chapter to a new book. I can do that because I
have the time to spend.
“I walk the dog three times a day, work around
the croft and always carry a notebook in my
pocket, so I can jot down ideas and phrases as
they come to me. I don’t think retirement will
change my routine significantly.”
Thirty years seems shorter looking back, and
Frank can see how radically things have changed
during his time with an educational institution
which started local and is now global.
He said: “In the early days we thought what we
were doing was so cool, and it was! But looking
back it was as primitive as hell, even though it was
high-tech at the time.
“People think that it’s just the college up the
road, but everything is so interlinked. I reckon that
I have been to 60 countries connected with my
work and I think we have many similarities with

He’s worked with academic partners in Canada
and Sweden, helped develop education networks
in Nepal and Cambodia, researched ways to
manage sustainable development in the Amazon
and assessed exams in Mauritius.
Closer to home he’s published on the role and
impact of ferry transport, served on the board of
Lewis Crofters and has just published another
book, on the elusive Corncrake. His chosen
projects are set in rural environments, whether at
home or away.
In his inaugural professorial lecture in 2008,
Frank asked: “If we think of ‘rural’ as somewhere
far away from big urban areas, is there really such
a thing as 'rural' any longer, in a technocratic age
dominated by distance-shrinking communications
and global travel?”
Today, he says: “The challenge now is to see
what’s coming over the next horizon. But that’s
not for me to do. I’d love to join UHI’s next steps,
and I foresee the island campuses increasingly
taking centre stage. But for me, it’s time to leave it
to someone else.”
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Texas-inspired beer by
award-winning brewery

Green hydrogen
power first for festival

F

I

estival-goers at this year’s HebCelt
will be able to buy a limited edition
beer created by the award-winning Loch
Lomond Brewery. It is inspired by one of
this year’s headliner acts, Texas, and the
beer is named after their song Mr Haze.
Lyrics for the song, which has had over
3.5million plays on music streaming platform
Spotify, include the words ‘you make me
happy, you make the sun shine, and my
wishes, they come true’. Now the beer is also
set to make music lovers happy.
George Wotherspoon, Head of Sales and
Development for Loch Lomond Brewery,
explained the thinking behind the idea: “When
the artwork for Mr Haze was originally published
I immediately thought that it would look amazing
as a design cover for a beer and such a great
name for a beer style that is currently in vogue.
Alas, not having any real means of contacting the
band I didn’t follow it up.
“However, we have run the cask beer bar at
HebCelt for years and when I saw that Texas
would be playing this year it seemed such a
perfect time to revisit the idea. Sharleen Spiteri
is a local celebrity as she grew up in the same
area as where the brewery was established
so that gave us extra inspiration. The festival
organisers got in touch with the band and now

the beer is all set to go. The beer has big juicy
flavours of citrus and tropical fruits with a little
bitterness. We export beers around the world
but this is the first time we’ve done a specific
beer for a festival, so we’re excited to bring Mr
Haze to the event which is really in keeping
with the spirit of the festival.”
The beer uses a variety of hops to deliver a
really punchy tropical flavour and offers some
light drinking at 3.8%. It is perfect for summer
drinking whilst listening to great music.
Deputy Festival Director Graham MacCallum
said: “We love this idea of bringing together a
quality product with inspiration from Texas.
The artwork really stands out and will be an
extra way for this year’s festival-goers to enjoy
HebCelt. We are very close to a total sell-out so
we’re expecting demand to be high.
“We’ve worked with Loch Lomond Brewery
for years and their commitment to quality tells
us Mr Haze will be something to look forward
to. Our bar operations are delivered by the
festival team, so the profits made stay on the
island and go to supporting our operations.
It’s a real win-win and we can’t wait to hear
people’s feedback.”
HebCelt lead supporters are Creative
Scotland, EventScotland and Comhairle nan
Eilean Siar.

nternational music festival, HebCelt, has
announced its 25th anniversary event
will be significantly powered by locallyproduced green hydrogen.
The Islands Stage in the main arena area will
use the zero-emissions energy for three days and
nights, powering 12 different acts in what is a new
evolution of the festival’s continued commitment
to innovation and green energy. It is the first festival
in Scotland to run a full stage consecutively for the
duration of a whole event on green hydrogen.
PlusZero, a Harris-based clean power
start-up, will be the provider. Launched in
2021 by founder David Amos, PlusZero is
decarbonising the events sector by replacing
greenhouse gas-emitting diesel generators with
portable, zero-carbon alternatives, powered
by Green Hydrogen from renewable electricity
generated in the Outer Hebrides.
HebCelt marks PlusZero’s first major event
in 2022, with its innovative combustionengine based generator providing clean power
that is sourced from the company’s Green
Hydrogen production facility in Stornoway.
In April, PlusZero powered up their Green
Hydrogen production facility at Comhairle
nan Eilean Siar's Creed Park, Stornoway, in a
major progression for the company’s ambitions
to transform the Outer Hebrides into a leader
in clean energy production. Utilising a process
known as electrolysis, PlusZero generates Green
Hydrogen from surplus electricity produced by
local onshore wind renewable power.
This evolution of the festival’s green power
options has been made possible by funding
made available through EventScotland’s
National Events Programme.
Paul Bush OBE, VisitScotland’s Director of
Events, said: “HebCelt has been central to the
Outer Hebrides’ cultural offering for a quarter
of a century now and it’s fantastic to see them,
not only mark this anniversary in style, but do
so with such a focus on green energy. Scotland

has an international reputation for its natural
heritage, so it is important that events work
in tandem with wider efforts in these areas
offering sustainability for both the environment
and the future of the industry.”
Caroline Maclennan, Festival Director said:
“HebCelt has always been committed to finding
ways to lessen our carbon emissions and to
have an environmentally sensitive event. To
be able to make this significant step, which
will see truly green energy used for one of our
stages throughout the festival, is very welcome.
The fact that we can source the power from a
local provider who in turn is using renewable
energy in the production process makes this
development all the more attractive.
“We are grateful to EventScotland whose
funding helps to make this possible. Their
continued support has been vital to our
bouncing back from the pandemic. We are also
delighted to be working with PlusZero who
are breaking new ground with their innovative
technology and ideas. We are sure our festivalgoers will be excited to hear that we are doing
everything we can for the environment.”
David Amos, Managing Director at
PlusZero, said: “For 25 years HebCelt has
brought together Scotland’s best traditional
musicians and creatives to celebrate our
shared musical heritage and culture.
“To provide zero-emissions power for this
iconic event that has such a strong community
identity using Green Hydrogen produced here
in the Outer Hebrides, is a source of great
pride for PlusZero.
“Though rooted in tradition, the Festival’s
commitments to environmental well-being
speak to the progressiveness of the Outer
Hebrides community. PlusZero’s partnership
with HebCelt demonstrates that we can
share in the joy of live music events whilst
at the same time minimising the impact of
their footprint on our precious environment –
preserving it for generations to come.”

25th anniversary
podcast from festival
H

ebCelt has launched a new limited
edition podcast series marking its 25th
anniversary.

It features a number of artists and festival
directors, all giving unique insights into their
thoughts of the festival and what visitors can
expect at this year’s event.
The podcasts feature exciting artists including
Julie Fowlis, Norrie MacIver, Josie Duncan and
Calum Fraser, as well as festival and deputy
festival directors, Caroline Maclennan and
Graham MacCallum respectively.
The shows have been hosted by journalist
Shaun Milne and topics of conversation
include the talented Heb Women show,
famous Celtic band Skippinish, homecoming
and traditional roots focused show Freumhan,
Julie Fowlis touring, An Lanntair arts centre
programme, Gaelic, and the hopes, excitement
and challenges of an international festival.
Shaun Milne said: “It’s been thoroughly
enjoyable, speaking with the artists and
directors and hearing about their many plans
for HebCelt and insights on what they have
in store for us. I’m a huge fan of the festival

and it was no hardship listening to these
wonderful artists and about how HebCelt is
still successfully staged after all these years. I
think any fan of music, not just of the festival,
will enjoy hearing the podcasts.”
The podcast series follows on from the
successful HebCelt Survival Sessions Podcast
programmes produced in 2021. These were
incredibly well received and now the festival
organisers are delivering further added value
for HebCelt fans.
Deputy
Festival
Director
Graham
MacCallum said: “We were glad to hear
how fans really enjoyed the Survival Sessions
podcasts and when Shaun agreed to do a new
series for the 25th anniversary this year, we
were delighted. We’d also like to thank the
artists for taking part. We think the results,
with their insights and wide-ranging subjects,
really give a great flavour ahead of this year’s
event. The excitement is cranking up and we
are getting closer to what we believe will be
an exceptional HebCelt year.”
Singer songwriter Josie Duncan appears
in episode one which is now available via
Anchor, Spotify and other streaming platforms.
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This is the way we do it…at Glastonbury
Continued from page 15
The response from the musical threesome to being switched off
and locked down was characteristically unconventional. Without
warning anyone, they loaded drums, amps and speakers onto the
back of a lorry and took off round the streets of Stornoway one quiet
and miserable day in May 2020, a convoy of trucks behind them and
the volume turned up.
Kids and parents turned out to dance on the pavements and one
local resident described the impromptu road trip as ‘the highlight of
the lockdown’ – even though the band had to apologise afterwards
to police and promise never to do it again.
They said afterwards: “It was a big risk, and we were worried about
getting into trouble, but we felt Stornoway needed this to happen!”
It’s that kind of empathy and connection with the people of their
hometown which has cemented fan support in the Western Isles – the
off-the-wall thinking which inspires their lyrics.
Peat & Diesel made a video for NHS Western Isles about washing
your hands. They turned up to turn on a tap for Scottish Water and
they made a celebrity appearance at Laxdale Primary School that
nearly caused a riot.
Despite such success, they haven’t severed their roots – returning
to their day-jobs in the van, at the airport and on the fishing grounds
of the Minch between tours. They could survive a pandemic because
they still had a real life ready and waiting to welcome them back.
But it was all far from over. Fate held the crest of their wave for their
return, coasting them in splendid style to the biggest gig yet in June 2022
– the 50th anniversary year of Britain’s most iconic festival, Glastonbury.
The boys from Stornoway last month made their way to not one
but two Glastonbury gigs, pushing aside the fears they’d had that the
big opportunity had passed them by.
Drummer Uilly Macleod told STV news that they’d been offered a
spot at Glastonbury in 2020 – it was one of the unannounced festival
appearances that they saw crumble to dust as the world locked down.
A double in 2022 more than made up for it, and it cut both ways.
Not only did the island threesome get to blast two audiences with
what one fan called ‘anarcho-Gaelic punk’, but Glastonbury upped
their cred considerably with a surprisingly tuned-in crowd, some of
whom listed P&D as their top moment of the 2022 festival.
On Saturday 25 June, world-famous environmental campaigner
Greta Thunberg went straight from her own stage appearance to the
solar-powered Bimble Inn, where Peat & Diesel had her jiving to
Brandy in the Airigh. The next day she became one of their followers
on social media, described by another fan as ‘the most surreal thing
to come out of Glastonbury.’
On the closing day of the festival, the management at the Field of
Avalon reported breathlessly that Peat & Diesel had ‘punched a hole
in Sunday afternoon at the Avalon Stage, saving the best for last!’
Speaking to Gary Robertson on BBC Radio Scotland the next
morning, Uilly said: “The reception was honestly amazing. There was
quite a lot of P&D merchandise in the crowd and people were singing
the words right back at us. It was very, very wholesome indeed.
“We didn’t expect the Glastonbury crowd to get the music at all.
We went down to the festival knowing how prestigious and big it is
and we just wanted to catch a few new fans and get a couple more

Peat & Diesel at their own Glastonbury dressing room

Peat & Diesel

Peat & Diesel

An all-important Innes selfie on the Avalon stage

people on board with what we’re trying to do.

might be something that arises from that.

“You can’t really put into words how surreal it was to hear the
words of our songs sung back at us by people that far south.”

“Meanwhile we’ll just keep going, stay grounded and keep playing
to those who want to listen to us.”

Equally surreal for the boys was the sheer size of the Glastonbury
site, making it unsurprising that they didn’t get to see big names like
Paul McCartney or Diana Ross.

And that’s what they continue to do. July includes appearances
at London’s Electric Ballroom and at the Tolpuddle Martyrs Festival
in Dorset, while in August they will headline a summer night at
Glasgow’s Kelvingrove Park bandstand – co-starring with Van
Morrison, Billy Bragg and King Creosote.

Uilly said: “Until you go to Glastonbury you don’t actually realise
the scale of the festival. It’s an eight-mile round site and you can get
lost. We just went round and soaked up the atmosphere, knowing
that we might never do this again.”
Based on crowd reactions, there’s every likelihood they may do
it again – but for Uilly it’s the unknown future effects of the festival
that hold the magic.
He said: “It’s going to be hard to top this, but you don’t know what
can come out of it. You just go out there and play your best and there

But it’s back to Back for three nights this autumn, staying connected
to home and enjoying a unique combination of fame and lack of star
treatment by the most grounding fanbase any band could hope for.
Because that’s the way we do it in the Western Isles.
• Peat & Diesel play three nights at Back Football and Recreation
Club from Thursday 27 to Saturday 29 October. The Saturday
night is sold out, but tickets for other nights still available at
www.peatanddiesel.band

Peat & Diesel at HebCelt 2019
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Lottery festival in SY streets in August
I

n the continued absence of the annual Lewis
Carnival, last held in 2019, the Western
Isles Lottery team are celebrating their 5th
birthday in style by organising an alternative
week-long Summerfest event being held in
Stornoway town centre between Monday 1
and Saturday 6 August this year.
The lottery team are also marking the
achievement of all their supporters who have
now raised more than £500,000 for the benefit of
communities across the Western Isles.
This total is made up of £332,000 having
been distributed for a huge variety of innovative
projects spanning all areas from the Butt to Barra,
as well as prize winnings of £171,000 shared by
lucky supporters.
The Summerfest event will see the popular
Continental Market return for the week-long
festivities as well as the funfair which will
be situated in the Fishermen’s car park from
Wednesday 3 August. The local Craft Market will
also be open in the Town Hall on the Tuesday and
Wednesday of that week.
A host of local businesses and charities are
joining in the celebrations with Seafari operating
boat trips, Pursuit Hebrides providing activities,
Fàilte Music Club and Lewis & Harris Youth Pipe
Band providing music, Berry Bliss Ice Cream,
RNLI and Newmarket Gateway Committee as
well as many others hosting a wide variety of
entertainment and services across the whole week.
Tony Robson of the lottery team said: “The
town really needs the feel-good factor again! The
team have been busy organising the annual floral
displays to brighten up the town centre, which
will be on show just as soon as the winds die
down. The floral barrier baskets on South Beach
Street are already out thanks to Hamish Bremner.

Newmarket Playpark taking part in the 2019 Lewis Carnival

“The HebCelt will give a major welcome boost
in July and the lottery team hope to follow that up
with a week-long Summerfest to celebrate our 5th
birthday in August”
It is hoped that the theme of the event will be
the number ‘5’. Any local business, charity or club
wishing to join in can contact the lottery team by
private message via their Facebook page: https://
www.facebook.com/westernisleslottery or one of the
team on either 07415 232588 or 07786 686523.

Janet Paterson from the lottery, said “Without
the continued and loyal support of everyone who
has joined in with the Western Isles Lottery from
the outset, this could not be possible. Just as soon
as the curtain comes down on our Summerfest, the
hard work begins to organise the Christmas lights
displays and switch-on event in the town, so every
single ticket purchase is valuable to us.
"We also have another big announcement to
make in August so keep your eyes peeled.

“A huge thank-you is sent to each and every one of
you who have collectively helped raise so much for
our Island communities over the last five years. Full
details of all the projects and charities which have
benefitted will be published over coming weeks”.
To join the lottery and help continue the hard
work carried out by sub-team volunteers around
our communities, you can log onto www.
westernisleslottery.co.uk or telephone 0300 30 20
444 to speak to an assistant (local call rate applies).

the linda norgrove foundation

A young boy identified for the project who was polishing shoes in District 10 of Kabul

Liberty, Equality, Fraternity
Afghanistan Organisation (LEFAO)

T

he Linda Norgrove Foundation has
awarded a grant of £3,300 to the Liberty,
Equality, Fraternity Afghanistan Organisation
(LEFAO), based in Kabul, to provide education
and vocational training to children and young
adults aged between 14 and 18.
In total 10 girls and 10 boys, who were
previously working on the streets, will receive
educational support in the morning plus
vocational training in the afternoon, for a
12-month period from May 2022 to April 2023.
The LEFAO team identified a clear pattern in
the children they spoke to who were working
on the streets. Nearly all were internally
displaced people, either orphans from the
fighting between the previous regime and the
Taliban or living with disabled parents.
Many were living in informal settlements or in
tents and had received little formal education.
Ethnic minorities were also prioritised for

this project as they were identified as being
at greater risk of bullying and attack whilst
working on the streets.
All the children will be subsidised as long
as they continue to attend the educational and
training sessions. In the vocational training
sessions, the boys will be taught plumbing and
wiring and the girls will be taught tailoring
and embroidery. It is hoped that the girls will
then be able to work within their communities,
sewing clothes for friends and neighbours.
It is unsafe for these children to be working
on the street of Kabul. LEFAO’s aim is “to
protect, educate and train these children for
their future and get rid of exploitation, abuse
and child labour in Afghanistan”.
If you would like to find out more
about the work of the Linda Norgrove
Foundation please go to our website at
www.lindanorgrovefoundation.org

LNF Open Water Swim Challenge

A

reminder that the Linda Norgrove
Foundation’s Open Water Swim
Challenge is running again this summer. You
can sign up at any time before the end of
July via the LNF website, just click on ‘Get
Involved’ and then “Events’
You can choose to swim one, three, five or ten
kilometres at any time in July or August. Pick a
distance to swim and look to complete it in one

go in an open water location of your choice,
anywhere in the world. You can set yourself a
new swim target or have a fun dip with friends.
In return you get a unique Hebridean badge
whilst also supporting women and children in
Afghanistan. Entry is £15 per person.
For more information about the swim
challenge and our work in Afghanistan
please go to the LNF website at
www.lindanorgrovefoundation.org .
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An Solas Oir and Peel Interactive

Cill Donnain Iron Age Wheelhouse

New Uist sites launch on
Augmented Reality app
U

ist Unearthed – the free app that
celebrates local world-class archaeology
– is excited to announce the launch of two
additional Augmented Reality reconstructions.
Explore them now at Bornais and Cill Donnain
in South Uist.

The new sites reveal that Uist has been a centre
for creativity, trade, and innovation for thousands
of years.

Grand Viking Age Hall, Bornais
Many travel to the Outer Hebrides for its
feeling of remoteness, but Uist is not as remote as
you might think. At the height of the Viking Age, it
was part of a cultural network that spanned from
Greenland to western Russia.
The Vikings came to make a statement.
Discover the imposing presence of the grand hall
at Bornais, situated on the machair bordering
South Uist’s west coast. It is the site of one of the
largest Norse settlements in Scotland. Bring it to
life on your mobile, with the Uist Unearthed app,
and step inside its banqueting hall.
Archaeologists
from
Cardiff
University
excavated a range of objects from Bornais: from
skull fragments to pendants to dice. The Vikings
loved their games (most notably, chess, of course).
Other objects recovered from the Bornais
longhouse prove its rich connections to the
wider world. Tap the in-app markers to explore
its archaeological haul, including Greek green
porphyry, English pottery, Irish metalwork, and
Scandinavian combs.

Iron Age Wheelhouse, Cill Donnain
Walk, cycle, or drive south, along the
Hebridean Way, to Cill Donnain, the second of
the new Augmented Reality sites. Built 600 years
before the first longhouse at Bornais – it stood
on the continually shifting machair sands, which
eventually claimed it. It was named after the Irish
saint, Donnán, whose influence stretched from
Eigg across Scotland.
Cill Donnain is a wheelhouse, unique to the
Outer Hebrides and Shetland, and architecturally
complex. Its people employed an innovative way

Bornais Artefact Ringerike Carving Dr Marta Diaz-Guardaminol Bornais Grand Viking Age Hall 

of roofing with little timber – a method appropriate
to the Uist landscape and its wild weather
conditions.
Wheelhouses were built only a single storey
high and, in the app, you may need to bend to
avoid banging your head on the virtual roof!
Aside from the impressive architecture, there are
many items to discover at Cill Donnain. Uncover
the richly decorated jewellery, pottery and tools
excavated by Sheffield University. Connect with
Cill Donnain’s past on the very spot where these
artefacts were uncovered for the first time in
thousands of years.
There is more exciting news for Uist Unearthed.
The team will bring their multi-media exhibition
to Heb Celt and EDF festivals! Don’t miss trying
out the Virtual Reality headsets. It is a great way

to get a taster of all that Uist has in store. Build
a Bronze Age mummy, explore 3D artefacts, and
listen to traditional stories, in Gaelic and English,
from each site.
From prehistory, Uist has fostered innovation
and made powerful connections in order to survive
and thrive. Today is no different! As islanders
welcome visitors once more, Uist Unearthed
employs today’s innovative technology to make
powerful connections with the island’s past. Pause
on your journey along the Hebridean Way, or
make a special day trip to dig deeper into Uist’s
rich past and unearth its surprises.
Download Uist Unearthed: free in app stores
Facebook and Instagram: @UistUnearthed
Webpage: Linktr.ee/UistUnearthed

An Solas Oir and Peel Interactive

Exhibition Summer Programme:
Kildonan Museum, South Uist:
1st June-6th July, daily 10-4pm
Heb Celt Festival, Isle of Lewis: 13-16th July
Festival of Archaeology, British Museum: 16th July
Eilean Dorcha Festival, Benbecula: 22nd-24th July
The Uist Virtual Archaeology Project is delivered
by archaeologists at UHI Outer Hebrides, in
collaboration with Comhairle nan Eilean Siar. The
project is part-funded by the European Regional
Development Fund (ERDF)'s Natural and Cultural
Heritage Fund administered by NatureScot, The
National Lottery Heritage Fund (NLHF), Comhairle
nan Eilean Siar (CnES), and Stòras Uibhist.
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Northbay lobster is
1 in 30 million!

n orange lobster lifted from the
waters east of Barra on Monday 13
June turned out to be not just a onein-a-million chance, but one in THIRTY
million!
The 650-gramme orange crustacean was
taken out of a creel near Northbay early
today by fisherman Oran Boyd, from his
vessel Isabella CY464.
According to marine life researchers in
Britain and North America, lobsters’ skin is
naturally an orangey-pink colour because of
a red pigment in the plants the shellfish eat.
The chemical is called astanxanthin and
it helps protect them against stress but, over
time, the pigment gets changed by a shell
protein called crustacyanin, which changes
its colour through to shades of blue.
Lobsters go pink when they are cooked
because heat breaks down the proteins in

the shell—leaving just the bright red skin
visible.
Every once in thirty million individuals,
though, a lobster stays orange – not a good
colour to protect them from predators like
seals, dogfish and skate, which is perhaps
why they are not often seen.
Amazingly, this is the third time Oran has
come up with an orange lobster in his creels,
highlighting another strange scientific fact –
orange lobsters have a genetic inability to
make the proteins that store astanxanthin.
So Oran’s latest catch is very likely related
to those he has caught before.
This time, Oran has asked Barratlantic to
keep his prize in the tank in their shop – but
now he, and Barratlantic’s general manager
Christina MacNeil, are wondering what to
do next.
Christina

MacNeil

said:

“Oran

just

brought this one in and said ‘can you keep
him in the tank for me?’ He’s not on display,
he’s just in the tank in the shop where we
keep lobsters for people who come in
wanting to buy them.
“Now we’re just waiting to see what Oran
wants to do with him.”
Other fishermen have faced the same
dilemma – in May 2021 two orange lobsters,
of the slightly different North American
species, were bought from a Leicester
supermarket and ‘re-homed’ to an aquarium
in Birmingham.
With a shortage of aquarium displays,
and the sea near at hand, there’s a fair
chance Northbay’s orange lobster is going to
go back in the water to swim another day.
You can see the orange lobster, and one
of his more usual coloured seamates, on the
Barratlantic Facebook page.

Lobsters
By John Dory
“ Will you walk a little faster, said a
whiting to a snail,
There’s a porpoise close behind us,
and he’s treading on my tail.
See how eagerly the lobsters and the
turtles all advance.
They are waiting on the shingle, will
you come and join the dance?”

T

his is part of a nonsense poem called the
Lobster Quadrille by Lewis Carroll which
is found in Chapter 10 of “Alice’s Adventures
in Wonderland.”
The appearance of lobster on the column
menu this month was triggered by the discovery
of an orange lobster caught off Barra recently.
According to marine scientists, there is only a
one in 30 million chance of discovering a lobster
with this colour. Imagine the nonsense fun that
Lewis Carroll would have had with this weirdly
coloured crustacean. Lobsters have been called
“the king of crustaceans” but at one time they
were called “the cockroaches of the sea.” This is
a remarkable transformation in the status of the
lobster over time and for an explanation of this
change we need to cross to the other side of the
Atlantic.
First, however, some facts and figures about
Homarus Gammarus which is the scientific
name given to the European species of lobster.
Lobsters are normally dark blue/ black in
colour but occasionally, as in the case of the
orange Barra lobster, they can be different
colours. In 2021 a blue lobster was caught in
the pot of an Aberdeen creel fisherman and it
was reckoned that the odds against this colour
of lobster being found were 1:2million. In 2011
an albino or pure white lobster was caught near
Portland Bill in Dorset and because of its size
it was reckoned that it was over 30 years old.
Albinism is caused by lack of melanin in the
skin which means that there is lack of colour
pigment. This albino lobster was without the
usual camouflage colour of a lobster and its
remarkable that it had not been eaten by a

predator over the years. According to experts at
the National Lobster Hatchery in Cornwall, lack
of a certain protein could account for the unusual
colours of these lobsters. Unusual colours could
also be caused by their diet, genetic factors or
even adaptation to their habitat.
Lobsters are fascinating creatures and
typically live between 40-50 years although in
exceptional circumstances they can live up to a
hundred years. The largest lobster ever caught
came from the sea off Nova Scotia in Canada
in 1977 and was over three and a half feet in
length and weighted in at a staggering 44lbs and
6 ounces. It was thought to have been around
100 years old.
Lobsters are omnivores and eat a broad diet
including crabs, clams, mussels, starfish, small
fish and also a little vegetation. They have
compound eyes similar to those of insects and
although not very good at providing a clear
image they are excellent at detecting movement,
even in the dark. They also appear to have blue
blood due to the presence of copper containing
hemocyanin in their blood stream. A lobster has
teeth but not in its mouth but in its stomach.
Food is chewed in the stomach between
what looks like three molars which are called
“gastric mills.” Female lobsters can carry in the
region of 20,000 eggs under their abdomen
but only one percent of these is expected to
survive to maturity in the wild. The practice of
releasing berried female lobsters was an attempt
to conserve lobster stocks and this has had a
positive impact on the sustainability of stocks.
The National Lobster Hatchery in Cornwall was
set up in 2014 to conduct research into lobsters
and also marine conservation as well as being
an educational charity. The Hatchery also raises
juvenile lobsters for release into the wild and, to
date, around 270,000 have been released into
the seas around Cornwall.
Although lobster in this country today is
considered a pricey delicacy it was not always
thus in America where it earned the title “the
cockroach of the sea.” When the first European
settlers reached America, lobsters were so
plentiful that they would reputedly wash ashore
in piles up to two feet high. Their bounty made

The orange lobster in the tank at Barratlantic

Lobster Bisque
Lobster shell doesn’t need to be thrown
away after the delicious meat is eaten but
can be used to make superb lobster bisque.
This is a fiddly recipe but well worth the
effort for those who like a seafood bisque.
INGREDIENTS
• 1 lobster, cooked, about one kg in
weight.
• 50g butter.
• 1 onion finely chopped.
• 1 carrot finely chopped.
• 2 celery sticks finely chopped.
• 1 leek finely chopped.
• Half a fennel bulb, finely chopped.
• 1 bay leaf.
• 1 sprig of Tarragon.
• 2 garlic cloves crushed.
• 75g tomato purée.
• 4 tomatoes roughly chopped.
• 120ml cognac or brandy.
• 100 ml dry white wine or Vermouth.
• 1.7 litres or 3 pints fish stock.
• 120ml double cream.
• Salt and freshly ground black pepper.
• Pinch of Cayenne pepper.
• Juice of half a lemon.
• Snipped chives to serve.
them a precious source of sustenance during
hard times—and gave them a nasty reputation
as the poor man’s protein. Native Americans
used lobsters to fertilise their crops and bait
their fishing hooks. They also ate vast quantities
of Homarus Americanus, preparing them by
covering them in seaweed and baking them over
hot rocks. According to tradition, this cooking
method inspired the classic New England clam
bake.
Because they were so plentiful and cheap,
lobsters were routinely fed to prisoners,

METHOD
Split the cooked lobster in half, remove
the meat from the body, and chop into
small pieces. Twist off the claws and
legs, break the claws at the joints, and
crack the shells with the back of a heavy
knife.
Chop the shells into rough pieces.
Melt the butter in a large deep pan or
stock pot, over a medium heat, add
the vegetables, herbs and garlic and
cook gently for 10 minutes till softened,
stirring occasionally.
Add the chopped lobster shells. Stir in
the tomato purée, chopped tomatoes,
Cognac, white wine and fish stock.
Bring to the boil and simmer for about
an hour.
Leave to cool slightly, then ladle into a
food processor. Press the soup in short
bursts until the shells break into small
pieces.
Strain the soup through a coarse sieve,
pushing as much liquid through as you
can.
Then press the soup through a fine mesh
sieve before returning to the heat.
Bring to the boil, add some of the reserved
lobster meat and the cream. Season to
taste with salt and pepper and add the
Cayenne pepper and lemon juice to
taste.
Serve in warm bowls garnished with
snipped chives.
You can serve the remaining lobster meat
mixed with diced avocado, rocket, a
little chilli and lime juice. Serve on
crusty brown bread.
apprentices, slaves and children during the
colonial era and beyond. In Massachusetts, some
servants allegedly sought to avoid lobster-heavy
diets by including stipulations in their contracts
that they would only be served shellfish twice
a week.
Even by the time of WW2, lobsters were
so plentiful that American soldiers would
have tinned lobster in their rations. However,
how times have changed and lobster is now
considered a luxury or delicacy, prized for its
succulent, sweet, firm white meat.
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If you could ask the sea a question, what would it be?
Don’t miss the Seas of the Outer Hebrides FINAL consultation!
Over the last 3 years we have engaged all over the Outer Hebrides about
what is needed to protect the marine environment and our communities.
We are now putting a community-led VISION, 4 Objectives and 10 linked
recommendations for MPAs* management to public consultation
The online survey runs until end of July 2022

Everyone’s views count.. Join the growing number of community voices and
have your say at this link (or use the QR code below) https://arcg.is/CXTeK
*Marine Protected Areas, or MPAs, are sites that are designated to protect our nationally and
internationally important natural habitats, plants and animals. In Scotland sites designated as
MPAs are intended to support sustainable use. Contact charlie.main@uhi.ac.uk for more info

Link to the short online survey:
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Pulling veil of history
away from whaling
station ruins

THUNDERSTRUCK
Saturday 9 July
£12.50/£10 / Auditorium

M

Thunderstruck is an international awardwinning production concerning the
legacy and mythology of piper Gordon
Duncan - who defied the established
Scottish music tradition by pushing to the
absolute edge of what was possible. Take
whatever romantic notions you have of
the bagpipes and leave them at the door!

any readers will have passed the ruins of
the old whaling station at Bun Abhainn
Eadarra in Harris and wondered what exactly
went on there.

HEB CELT AT
AN LANNTAIR
Wednesday 13 –
Saturday 16 July
Variable Prices /
Auditorium

The book begins with the ‘royal fish’ and
subsistence whaling, which played a part in the
economy of the Western Isles and culminated with
the introduction by Norwegians of modern whaling
techniques and ships equipped with harpoon guns,
in the twentieth century.

Now a fascinating and lavishly illustrated new
book by Ian Hart, The Whalers of Harris, describes
comprehensively the history of the whaling station
for the first time.

An Lanntair is delighted to present
a number of commissioned pieces,
celebratory concerts and shows that
have perfect synergy with Scotland’s
Year of Stories 2022. Tíll Slàn will
kick-off this year’s festival at An Lanntair, followed by Freumhan/Roots and Hebridean Women, with
Fergie Macdonald & friends bringing the weekend to a close with a bang on Saturday!

THEATRE SUMMER SCHOOL
Monday 18 – Saturday 23 July
£50 / Lews Castle College

It describes the establishment of a whaling station
in 1904 by an entrepreneurial Norwegian whaling
family and the profound effect that it had on whale
species in the north-east North Atlantic, the local
population and its economy; the consequences
of the First World War and unfavourable trading
conditions; the purchase of the station by Lord
Leverhulme’s Harris Whaling and Fishing Company
and his grandiose ideas to introduce whale meat into
the food market and create opportunities for other
whale products; and finally, after a brief resurrection
in 1950, the demise of the station caused by the
decline in North Atlantic whale populations and
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CHA TILL MISE
Conbhoidhean dhan Ruis
anns an Dàrna Cogadh
RUARAIDH G MACILLEATHAIN

alternative sources of relatively cheaply procured
Antarctic whale oil.
It is also a story tinged with tragedy and severe
consequences for the natural world. In the first
decade of operations, it removed from the waters
around St Kilda probably over half of what remained
of an iconic whale species, the north-eastern Atlantic
population of the North Atlantic right whale, which
had been hunted by generations of Basque whalers
off the coasts of Portugal, Spain and France since
the 11th century. In 1904 this remnant population
was on the point of recovery, but it is now critically
endangered and probably extinct.

Tha an leabhar seo ag innse ann an
doimhneachd mu na cunnartan agus mun
chruadal a dh’fhuiling seòladairean nan
conbhoidhean dhan Ruis. Agus, mun
ghaisgeachd a bha ri fhaicinn ann am Blàr
Muir Bharents, a’ mhadainn ud ann an 1942.
Cha Till Mise conveys a heartfelt story about
the Russian convoys and the heroes who sailed
on them – with particular attention on the
HMS Achates.

The catcher ST KILDA on the whaling grounds with a harpooned whale alongside. Note the gulls scavenging the
carcass. Erling Larsen

The book incorporates original research based
on archives in the United Kingdom, Norway,
Iceland, United States of America and Spain, and on
communication with crofters and islanders whose
families formerly had an association with the trade.

Sign up to our newsletter for exclusive ofers

Ian Hart is an author and Shackleton scholar with
a number of books which describe whaling in the
Antarctic, South Georgia, South Africa and Brazil.
He was a member of a small team that established
a whaling museum on the sub-Antarctic island of
South Georgia.

COMING SOON

This is the first book to describe comprehensively
the history of the Bunabhainneadar Whaling
Station, on the west coast of Harris in the
Outer Hebrides.
The whaling station at Bunabhainneadar was
established in 1904 by a Norwegian company to
target whales that were found on migration in the
sea area of the North Atlantic around St Kilda.

An Lanntair is excited to bring back one
of their most anticipated events of the year
- the Grinneas open exhibition! All about
openness, inclusion and engagement, this
special exhibition is open for anyone to
submit artwork to be shown in the main
gallery. All work must be submitted and
brought to the gallery for Saturday July 16th.
Submission forms are available for download
on our website - www.lanntair.com

w w w.a c a i r b o o k s .c o m

Tue 19 July

Sat 23 July

Top Gun: Maverick (12A)

6pm

Jurassic World: Dominion (12A)

4pm

Top Gun: Maverick (12A)

9pm

Jurassic World: Dominion (12A)

8pm

Top Gun: Maverick (12A)

2pm

Thur 28 July Jurassic World: Dominion (12A)

2pm

Top Gun: Maverick (12A)

7pm

Men (15)

7pm

Top Gun: Maverick (12A)

The Road Dance (15)

6pm

Thur 21 July

Top Gun: Maverick (12A)

7pm

Fri 22 July

Jurassic World: Dominion (12A)

6pm

https://acairbooks.selz.com/

LEABHRAICHEAN CHLOINNE

7pm

(Subtitled)
Fri 29 July

6pm

Wed 20 July The Road Dance (15)

Tha leabhraichean-èisteachd air an làrach-lìn
A selection of audio books are available on our website

A large male North Atlantic right whale brought into Bunabhainneadar on 6th July 1908. This species, which had
been hunted in their thousands by the Basques since the 11th century, because it was slow moving and floated when
it was killed, produced valuable amounts of oil and baleen. When this whale was hunted and killed by the Harris
whalers, taking 94 between 1906 and 1923, the eastern Atlantic population was at a critical level of probably less
than 200 individuals. Regrettably it is now functionally extinct. The man in the photograph may be Leslie Hamilton
Wilson (1883-1968) the son of an enterprising Glaswegian businessman who kept a regular photographic journal
between 1895 and 1927, providing an insider’s view of upper-class Edwardian society. Wilson later joined Carl
Herlofson in a whaling venture at Spain where he invested £45,000 of his own money. Alex Aguilar

JULY CINEMA LISTINGS

Fri 8 July

Ian Hart is an author and Shackleton scholar with
a number of books which describe whaling in
the Antarctic, South Georgia, South Africa and
Brazil. He was one of a small team that established
a whaling museum on the sub-Antarctic island of
South Georgia.

An early “Cairt Phostail” postcard of the Bunabhainneadar Whaling Station under ‘full cook’. Several whales lie on
the plan awaiting treatment. Note the manager’s Villa behind the blubber cookery. The image was taken by Archibald
Alexander Chisholm (1859-1933), Procurator-Fiscal for the Long Island division of Inverness-shire, based in Lochmaddy,
North Uist 1881-1913, who made several photographic tours of the islands between 1904 and 1907. At the top of the
image, at the entrance to the station on the Tarbert to Husinish road, a whale bone arch, probably constructed from
the jaw bones of a blue whale, can be just picked out. Rolf Scharning/Michael Cope

GRINNEAS NAN EILEAN
Saturday 23 July –
Saturday 10 September
FREE / Main Gallery

Thur 7 July

THE WHALERS OF HARRIS
An Account of Modern Whaling
in the Outer Hebrides
IAN HART

The Whalers of Harris by Ian Hart,
ISBN 978-1-78907-081-1, Acair, £15.95,
to be published in August

Our five day Theatre Summer School
returns this year to deliver another exciting
programme of devising theatre with young
people. Participants will use theatre,
movement, music and storytelling to devise
their own piece of theatre which they will
perform to an audience in the auditorium at
An Lanntair on the last day of the course.

Sat 2 July

2022

Sat 30 July

Lightyear (PG)

2pm

Elvis (12A)

6pm

Lightyear (PG)

3pm

(Relaxed)

Sun 31 July

Elvis (12A)

7pm

Lightyear (PG)

2pm

The catcher HARRIS on trials after completion by the Kaldnaes yard, Tønsberg in 1909. Herlofson painted
miniature North Atlantic right whales on the hull and funnel of his new fleet. Ulf Gustavsen

Two flensers work on the carcass to strip the blubber amidst marauding gulls. The building in the background is the
guano factory where the residue from the meat and bone factory was converted into meat meal and bone meal or
combined to create a ‘whale guano’. In the far distance a transport ship lies alongside the jetty where coal and other
stores were discharged, and barrels of oil and sacks of whale meal and guano were loaded for export.

ACAIR, An Tosgan
54 Seaforth Road
Stornoway HS1 2SD
post-d: info@acairbooks.com
fòn: 01851 703020

@acairbooks
Tha Acair aʼ faighinn taic
bho Bhòrd na Gàidhlig
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Duaisean Dìleab an
t-Siorraidh 2022
A

ir Dihaoine 17mh Ògmhios chaidh
cuirm a chumail aig e-Sgoil far an
deach duaisean a thoirt seachad do na
sgoilearan a ghabh pàirt ann an Dìleab an
t-Siorraidh 2022.
Am-bliadhna, bha dà roinn ann anns am
b’ urrainn do sgoilearan pàirt a ghabhail: an
Roinn Àbhaisteach, a lean gu ìre mhòr structar
nam bliadhnaichean roimhe, cho math ri
Roinn Coimhearsnachd, a dh’iarr air sgoilearan
a bhruidhinn ri cuideigin anns an teaghlach
no coimhearsnachd aca mu chuspair mun
do dh’ionnsaich iad san sgoil mar phàirt den
rannsachadh aca. Mar thoradh air an obair a
bharrachd a bha an lùib na roinne sin agus gur
e roinn ùr a bh’ ann, bha duaisean na b’ àirde
gan toirt seachad: taibleat Amazon Fire dhan
neach a bhuannaich, £100 airson an dàrna àite
agus £50 airson an treas àite. Airson measadh
a dhèanamh, bha aig na sgoilearan gu lèir ri
taisbeanadh a dhèanamh do dhithis britheimh,
Donna Barden agus Anna Nicsuain, anns an
do dh’innis iad mu na bha iad air ionnsachadh.
Ghabh 22 sgoilear bho sia sgoiltean pàirt
agus ’s i Sgoil an Rubha an aon sgoil a chur
a-steach airson na Roinne Coimhearsnachd
aig a’ cheann thall, le “Call na h-Iolaire” aca
mar chuspair. ’S i Màiri Nicamhlaigh, a bha
air bruidhinn ri triùir bhon teaghlach aice
mar phàirt den rannsachadh aice, a rinn a
ghnòthaich, bha Kate Mhoireach san dàrna àite
agus Iona Niccoinnich is Lachlan Macleòid
le chèile san treasamh àite. Anns an Roinn

Àbhaisteach, ’s i Lilia Dhòmhnallach bho Sgoil
a’ Bhac a rinn a’ chùis agus fhuair i duais de
£60, le Evie Magee bhon aon sgoil san dàrna
àite (duais £40) agus Hetty Neally bho Bhunsgoil Steòrnabhaigh san treasamh àite (duais
de £30). Fhuair gach sgoilear eile a bha an sàs
teisteanas cho math ri duais de £15.
Thuirt Cailean Scott Maccoinnich a chur a’
cho-fharpais air bhonn agus a mhaoinich na
duaisean leis an airgead aige fhèin: “Tha mi
uabhasach toilichte gum b’ urrainn dhuinn
am misneachadh beag seo dha sgoilearan a
thòiseachadh a-rithist. Mar a thuirt mi ris a’
chloinn aig a’ chuirm-dhuais, tha e uabhasach
cudromach gun lean iad orra le bhith a’ gabhail
ùidh sa Ghàidhlig agus ga cleachdadh. Airson
fhada, bha mi airson rudeigin a dhèanamh
a chuidicheadh agus a bhrosnaicheadh iad,
agus tha mi cinnteach gun dèan Dìleab an
t-Siorraidh sin. Bha mi cho toilichte leis na
bha de dh’òigridh an làthair. Bha iad làn
spionnaidh, cho modhail agus dealasach!
Tha mi an dòchas gun lean an ùidh aca sa
Ghàidhlig agus gun cleachd iad i gu tric.”
Meal-a-naidheachd dha-rìribh air a h-uile
sgoilear a bha an sàs agus taing mhòr dha na
tidsearan a chur na sgoilearan aca air adhart
agus a chùm taic riutha ris an rannsachadh is
ullachadh aca. Tha sinn an dòchas gu bheil
a’ chlann air am brosnachadh gus Gàidhlig a
bhruidhinn nuair a thèid iad air adhart dhan
àrd-sgoil agus tha sinn a’ coimhead air adhart
ri Dìleab an t-Siorraidh 2023.

Dìleab an t-Siorraidh
2022 Awards
O

n Friday 17th June a ceremony took
place at e-Sgoil in which pupils
received awards for participating in Dìleab
an t-Siorraidh 2022.

This year, there were two categories in which
pupils could take part: Roinn Àbhaisteach,
which to a large extent followed the format of
previous years, and Roinn Coimhearsnachd, in
which pupils were asked to speak to someone
from their family or community about a
topic they had learned about in school. In
recognition of the additional work involved in
this category and that this was a new event,
there were higher prizes available: an Amazon
Fire tablet for the winner, £100 for the pupil
in second place and £50 for the third-placed.
For the assessment, pupils had to deliver a
presentation to two judges, Donna Barden
and Annie Macsween, in which they told them
about what they had learned.
In total, 22 pupils from six schools participated
and Sgoil an Rubha was the only school to
ultimately enter Roinn Coimhearsnachd with
“The Loss of the Iolaire” as their topic. Mairi
Macaulay, who had spoken to three members
of her family as part of her research, came
first, with Kate Murray in second place and
Iona Mackenzie and Lachlan Macleod in joint

An Siorraidh Cailean Scott Maccoinnich agus na sgoilearan leis na teisteanasan aca

Màiri Nicamhlaigh, Sgoil an Rubha, a fhuair a’ chiad dhuais san Roinn Choimhearsnachd

third. In Roinn Àbhaisteach, Lilia Macdonald
from Sgoil a’ Bhac came first, receiving a prize
of £60, Evie Magee, also from Sgoil a’ Bhac,
came second (£40 prize) and Hetty Neally
from Stornoway Primary third (£30). All other
participants received a certificate and £15.
Colin Scott Mackenzie, who set up the
competition and funded the prizes with his
own money, said: “I am delighted that we were
able to start this little incentive for pupils up
again. As I told them at the awards ceremony,
it is so important that they continue showing
an interest in Gaelic and using the language.
For a long time, I wanted to do something to
help and encourage them, and I’m sure that
Dìleab an t-Siorraidh does just that. I was
very happy with the number of young people
that attended the ceremony. They were full of
energy, well-behaved and so keen! I hope they
will continue showing an interest in Gaelic and
will use it very often.”
A heart-felt congratulations to all pupils
involved and a big thank you to their teachers
for entering the pupils and helping them with
their research and preparation. We hope
that the young people feel encouraged to
continue speaking Gaelic once they progress
to Secondary school and are looking forward
to Dìleab an t-Siorraidh 2023.

Dòmhnall Màrtainn a’ bruidhinn às leth Urras Dìleab an t-Siorraidh
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Preantas Litearrachd agus Àireamhachd
a’ tabhann taic do phàrantan
“I

s mise Hannah Nicillìosa agus tha mi ag
obair mar Phreantas airson Litearrachd
agus
Àireamhachd
aig
Ionnsachadh
Coimhearsnachd Innse Gall. ’S e seo roinn
ionnsachadh inbheach Comhairle nan Eilean
Siar, stèidhichte aig 7 Rathad Sheumais,
Steòrnabhagh. Bidh sinn a’ toirt taic do
dh’inbhich a tha airson a bhith ag obair air na
sgilean agus teisteanasan aca, mar leughadh,
sgrìobhadh, matamataig, coimpiutaireachd
agus cuideachd ESOL (Beurla do dhaoine a
thogadh le cànan eile). ’S e amas eile a tha
again, a bhith a’ cuideachadh inbhich a tha
airson tòiseachadh no ath-thòiseachadh air
ionnsachadh san àm ri teachd. Cuidichidh sinn
iad le cnapan-starra a tha san rathad orra agus
bidh sinn a’ teagasg ann a dòigh chàirdeil, neofhoirmeil.
Gu ruige seo, tha mi air a bhith an sàs ann
a diofar rudan mar fhèis LUACH, clas sgilean
beatha agus o chionn ghoirid chrìochnaich mi

cùrsa TEFL (teagasg Beurla mar chànan cèin). ’S e
am prìomh obair agamsa a bhith a’ toirt seachad
taic do phàrantan aig nach eil mòran Gàidhlig
agus a tha a’ cur an cuid chloinne gu taobh
Ghàidhlig san sgoil-àraich no bun-sgoil. Bidh mi
ag ionnsachadh Gàidhlig shìmplidh dhaibh agus
a’ toirt orra faireachdainn cofhurtail conaltradh ris
a’ chloinn aca sa chànan. Tha gach seisean eadardhealaichte gus freagairt air feumalachdan an
teaghlaich leis a bheil mi ag obair aig an àm. Andràsta, tha mi ag obair air cunntadh sa Ghaìdhlig
le aon phàrant, mìosan agus ràithean le pàrant
eile agus tha mi a’ dèanamh abairtean làitheil le
feadhainn cuideachd. Faodaidh pàrant sam bith a
tha ag iarraidh taic bhuam fios a chur thugam air
hannah.gillies@cne-siar.gov.uk
Bho chionn ghoirid, fhuair mi cothrom a bhith
ag obair air pròiseact dràma do bhun-sgoiltean
ann an Leòdhas, mar thoradh air maoineachadh
a bha a’ Chomhairle air fhaighinn bho Bhòrd
na Gàidhlig. Còmhla ri Marisa Dhòmhnallach,

thadhail mi air trì sgoiltean – Sgoil a’ Bhac, Sgoil
Lacasdail agus Sgoil an Rubha – agus, thairis air
sia seachdainean, dh’obraich sinn air sgilean
dràma agus scriopt airson dealbh-chluich còmhla
ris na sgoilearan agus na tidsearan. Bha sinn gu
math toilichte nuair a chuala sinn gun do chòrd
am pròiseact ris na sgoiltean cho math, gun do
chuir iad na dealbhan-cluich aca air adhart airson
a’ Mhòid Ionadail a ghabh àite san Lanntair
aig toiseach an Ògmhios. Chaidh an fharpais
cuideachd a’ sruthadh beò agus tha na clàraidhean
fhathast ri fhaicinn air duilleag Facebook an
Lanntair agus Mòd Ionadail Leòdhais. Rinn Sgoil
Lacasdail trì dealbhan-cluich: tè mu dhèidhinn
Mac an t-Srònaich, tè mu Jubilee na Bànrigh agus
tèile mu sgoilearan gòrach. Rinn Clas 1-3 ann
an Sgoil an Rubha dealbh-chluich mu “Fèill an
Rubha” agus bhuannaich iad an dàrna àite. ’S e
“Fear a’ Phige” a bha aig sgoilearan òga a’ Bhac
agus fhuair iadsan an treas duais. Anns a’ chiad
àite le “Dà leabaidh dhùbailte aig Murchadh Mòr
agus Cathy Mary” bha Clas 5-7 Sgoil a’ Bhac.

Bhuannaich aon de sgoilearan a’ Bhac, Lilia
Nicdhòmhnaill, cuideachd Copan na Machrach
airson a’ chleasaiche as fheàrr. Nach sinn a bha
moiteil àsta!”

Adult Literacies Apprentice offers support for parents
“M

y name is Hannah Gillies and I
work as Adult Literacies Apprentice
within Community Learning Hebrides. This is
the Comhairle’s Adult Learning team, based
at 7 James Street, Stornoway. We support
adults who want to work on their skills and
qualifications, such as reading, writing, maths,
computing and ESOL (English for speakers of
other languages). We also aim to help adults
who want to start or restart learning in the
future. We will help them with any barriers
that are preventing them from learning, and
we teach in a friendly, non-formal way.

So far, I have been involved in a range of things
such as the LUACH festival, Life Skills classes and
recently I completed a TEFL course (Teaching
English as a Foreign Language). My main job is to
help support parents who don’t have much Gaelic
and who are putting their children through Gaelic
Medium Education in Nursery or Primary school.
I teach simple Gaelic to parents and help them
feel comfortable speaking to their children in the
language. Each session is different to cater for the
needs of the families that I am working with. Just
now I am working on numbers in Gaelic with one
parent, months and seasons with another, and
everyday phrases with another group. Parents who

would like support can contact me at hannah.
gillies@cne-siar.gov.uk
Recently I had the opportunity to work on a
drama projects in Primary schools in Lewis which
the Comhairle had received funding for from
Bòrd na Gàidhlig. Along with Marisa Macdonald,
I visited Back Primary, Laxdale Primary and Sgoil
an Rubha, and over a six-week period we worked
with the pupils and teachers on drama skills and
a script. We were delighted when we heard that
the schools enjoyed the projects so much that
they entered their plays for the local Mòd which
took place at An Lanntair at the start of June. The
competition was also livestreamed and can still be

seen on the Facebook pages of An Lanntair and
Mòd Ionadail Leòdhais. Laxdale Primary did three
plays: one about Mac an t-Srònaich, one about
the Queen’s Jubilee and another about silly school
pupils. P1-3 from Sgoil an Rubha did a play about
the “Point Show” which won second place. In
third place was “Fear a’ Phige” by the younger
pupils from Back Primary and first place went to
P5-7 from Back with “Dà leabaidh dhùbailte aig
Murchadh Mòr agus Cathy Mary” (“Murchadh
Mòr and Cathy Mary’s two double-beds”). One
of Back’s pupils, Lilia Macdonald, also won the
Machair Cup for best actress. We were very proud
of them!”

Pìleat Cuach nan Àrd-sgoiltean 2022
À

s dèidh shoirbheachas Cuach na Cloinne airson nam
bun-sgoiltean, thar nam bliadhnaichean, tha Comunn na
Gàidhlig (CnaG) air Cuach nan Àrd-sgoiltean, mar pìleat, a’
ruith airson a’ chiad uair am-bliadhna.

’S e co-fharpais ball-coise nàiseanta, 5 air gach taobh, a th’ ann
an Cuach na Cloinne. Bidh òigridh bho air feadh na dùthcha ann an
C4-7, aig a’ bheil Gàidhlig, a’ gabhail pàirt ann. Am bliadhna seo,
ghabh 85 sgioba pàirt anns an fharpais.

Ghabh Cuach nan Àrd-sgoiltean àite ann an Inbhir Nis aig Pàirc a’
Chanàil an-diugh (Diciadain 22mh den t-Ògmhios) le dusan sgioba
bho air feadh na dùthcha a’ gabhail pàirt. ’S e Sgoil Ghàidhlig
Ghlaschu a’ bhuannaich a’ chiad cho-fharpais, a’ dèanamh a’
gnothach air Sgoil MhicNeacail sa chuairt-deireannach.

Tha Cuach nan Àrd-sgoiltean, leis an aon seòrsa cruth le 5 air
gach taobh, fosgailte do sgoilearan bho S1-2, aig a’ bheil Gàidhlig.
Le aon riaghailt ùr, gum feum dà nighean a bhith anns gach sgioba,
agus nighean a’ cluich mar phàirt den sgioba rè nan geamannan.

’S e na sgoiltean a ghabh pàirt sa’ chiad fharpais Cuach nan Àrdsgoiltean:
• Acadamaidh Rìoghail Inbhir Nis
• Àrd-sgoil Àrd nam Murchan
• Acadamaidh Inbhir Pheofharain
• Sgoil Lionacleit
• Sgoil Sir E Scott
• Sgoil Ghàidhlig Ghlaschu
• Sgoil MhicNeacail
• Àrd-sgoil Tobar Mhoire

Tha e fosgailte gu sgoilearan S1-2 leis gun do chàil iadsan
a’ chothrom pàirt a ghabhail ann an Cuach na Cloinne rè
bliadhnaichean Covid nuair a bha iad fhathast sa bhun-sgoil. Ambliadhna airson a’ chiad cho-fharpais, tha àrd-sgoiltean à sgìrean far
a bheil Oifigear Iomairt ChnaG a’ gabhail pàirt.
Thàinig iarrtas airson Cuach nan Àrd-sgoiltean bhon òigridh fhèin,
’s iad ag ainmeachadh Cuach na Cloinne mar aon de na cothroman/
tachartasan as fheàrr a chòrd riutha, is iad a’ dol tro foghlam tro
mheadhan na Gàidhlig. Cuideachd, a bhith a’ faighinn an cothrom
tachairt ri òigridh eile bho air feadh Alba ann an àrainneachd neofhoirmeil, spòrsail, is iad a’ cleachdadh is a leasachadh an Gàidhlig
aca.
Thuirt Marina Mhoireach, Stiùiriche Leasachaidh ChnaG:

“Bha e uabhasach math an fharpais seo a’ ruith airson a’ chiad
uair agus faicinn an comas air leth aig an òigridh, an dà chuid le
sgilean ball-coise agus leis a’ Ghàidhlig. Tha na cothroman seo gu
tur mu dheidhinn òigridh a bhith a’ faighinn tòrr spòrs, a’ faighinn
cothrom coinneachadh le daoine òga eile bho air feadh Alba, agus
an cuid Ghàidhlig a chleachdadh taobh a-muigh na sgoile. ‘S e
pìleat a bha seo agus gheibh sinn beachdan air ais bhon an òigridh
airson coimhead air ciamar a thèid sinn air adhart leis an fharpais
sna bliadhnaichean a tha romhainn.”
Thuirt Shona NicIllinnein, Ceannard Bòrd na Gàidhlig:
“Mealaibh ur naidheachd gu sgoilearan Sgoil Ghàidhlig Ghlaschu
agus don a h-uile sgoilear a ghabh pàirt sa cho-fharpais! Tha e
na thoileachas mhòr dhuinn a bhith an sàs ann am pròiseact cho
cudromach do dh’òigridh gus cothroman a thabhainn an cuid
Gàidhlig a chleachdadh taobh a-muigh na sgoile. Tha e uabhasach
fhèin math seo fhaicinn air a’ leudachadh gu sgoilearan àrdsgoile cuideachd. Chan e sin a-mhàin ach gu bheil e cuideachd
a togail air sunnd agus amasan a’ Phlana Nàiseanta gus Gàidhlig
àbhaisteachadh. Cumaibh oirbh!”
Tha Cuach nan Àrd-sgoiltean 2022 air a mhaoineachadh le Bòrd
na Gàidhlig agus air stiùireadh le Comunn na Gàidhlig.
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Dean Lockhart MSP

MSPs call for
advice over
ferries future
‘W

hat does a modern and sustainable ferry service for
Scotland look like?’ was the overarching question
being asked by Holyrood’s Net Zero, Energy & Transport
Committee, as it launched its inquiry into current and
future ferry provision in Scotland.
Within the inquiry, the Committee will consider areas such as;
• ‘What do island residents, businesses, and other ferry
users need from Scottish Government-supported ferry
services?’
• ‘What institutional and funding arrangements would meet
the needs of current and future ferry users?’
• ‘What vessel size, type, deployment and crewing
arrangements would best satisfy the infrastructure?’
The committee is keen to hear from island and mainland
residents, individuals and businesses impacted by ferry
services, those involved with the industry, operators and asset
holders.
Committee Convener, Dean Lockhart MSP, said;“Scotland
needs a reliable ferry service that is future-proofed, compatible
with Scotland’s net zero goals and meets the needs of all
service users. Without this, the stark reality is that the long-term
sustainability of island communities and businesses is at risk.

Janet at work on her subscription boxes

(Janet Ross Jordan)

The borrow-box scheme

Dragon’s stamp of approval for Point ‘shoppie’
A

By Annie Delin

limited number of people to be face-to-face
customers so when I started the company, I
knew I had to look beyond the island.

small business based in the Isle of
Lewis has scored a big thumbs up
from an acknowledged expert in business
success.

“Having said that, I have a physical shop
presence here at my home, and I have recently
introduced ‘borrow-boxes’ – a shop in a box
for people who are stuck at work through the
day or stuck at home through ill-health.

Janet Ross-Jordan of Bayble has seen sales
jump since Dragon’s Den judge and small
business champion Theo Paphitis picked her
as a Small Business Sunday (SBS) company in
mid-June.

“I lend the box of cards, gift-wrap and other
items out for a week and they can browse and
decide what they would like to buy, then I
collect the box back from them.

Janet said: “Each week Theo picks six
winners from people who enter with a tweet
explaining why they deserve to be selected.
“You submit your own entry, which of
course has to be short and precise for Twitter,
and he decides which six each week attract his
attention.”

of his SBS six on 20 June, and had re-tweeted
her message, Janet immediately noticed
increased interest and new orders coming in.

Janet caught Theo’s eye with her ecofriendly business, https://cardsandgiftwrap.
co.uk, run from her home in Bayble in
between duties as a mum.

She said: “I have had people who I didn’t
even know were followers congratulating me
and it’s definitely given my business a boost,
with lots of kudos and as a way to underline
that I’m serious about this business.

“We’re keen to hear many different perspectives on what a
modern ferry service should look like. These views will help
us inform Scottish Government policies and strategies with a
view to securing a positive outcome for the future of ferries and
island connectivity in Scotland.”

She entered her home-designed ecofriendly gift-wrapping tape, with the tweet:
“I got fed up removing tape from paper to
recycle the giftwrap. Now I design ecofriendly paper tape.

“I have heard from other businesses in the SBS
network and have had some orders from them –
the effect has been noticeable, especially given
how slow retail is at the moment.”

Your views – read the questions and respond to the
Committee’s call for views at - https://yourviews.parliament.
scot/nzet/modern-sustainable-ferry-services

“You can make presents look awesome
with 100% recyclable wrapping – looks
better, saves time, doesn’t cost the earth.
Helping you have a greener lifestyle.”

The call for evidence runs from 1 July until 26 August. No
conclusions are expected for a year after that.

Being social media savvy has been
important to Janet in the ten years since she
set up her business – but so has the ability to
innovate.
She said: “You have to make the most of
social media, living on an island. There are a

After Theo had announced her name as one

“It works really well for workplaces like
GPs surgeries, school staff-rooms and other
places where people are not able to pop out
to the shops during the day.”
Janet’s also got new paper tape designs on
the way, including stars, moons, hearts and
spots, allowing people to make up their gifts
and packages to be completely recyclable,
plastic-free and affordable.
And if success comes from a Small Business
Sunday listing, that’s exactly what Theo
Paphitis intends. As he said: “I started SBS to
help give small businesses a leg-up and help
them achieve their potential, so it’s always a
pleasure when I’m able to see my winners
thrive.”
You can follow Janet’s business at https://
www.facebook.com/cardsandgiftwrap.co.uk,
where there are links to other social media
accounts.

Martrydom of the Bab is remembered

B

ahá’ís will commemorate Martyrdom of the Bab at Noon on Saturday
9th July with a program befitting the significance of the day.

On July 9th, 1850, the Bab, the forerunner to Baha’u’llah was executed in Tabriz, Persia by a
firing squad of 750 men.
The Bab, which means “the Gate” in Arabic, was a Messenger of God, whose role can be likened
to that of John the Baptist (who told of the coming of Christ) in heralding the coming of the latest
Manifestation of God: Baha’u’llah. There are only two Manifestations that we know of in recorded
history who have suffered martyrdom: Jesus Christ and the Bab
In 1909, after being hidden away for more than half a century, the Bab’s remains were finally
interred on Mount Carmel in the Holy Land. Today, entombed in an exquisite golden-domed shrine,
encompassed by spectacular terraced gardens and fountains, the Bab rests in conspicuous glory.
Some say that the Shrine of the Bab and its surrounding gardens are so beautiful that it is
difficult to take a poor photo of them to capture the serenity, the vibrancy and the elegance of this
special place. The physical beauty of the Shrine of the Bab and its terraced gardens are a physical
representation, or a hint, of the spiritual beauty of the Bab’s revelation.

Dawn of the Light https://youtu.be/0h9hLL3JFnI
This wonderful film follows the story of eight people from around the world as they describe their
spiritual journeys to discovering the Bab and Baha’u’llah.

THE MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO EVERYONE, FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CALL/ OR TEXT 07798700443
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Stornoway Shouts

tornoway RNLI volunteer crew and lifeboat
launched at 2250 hours on Saturday 4 June
to assist with the recovery of a climber who had
fallen near Bragar.
Coastguard Rescue Teams and the Stornoway
Coastguard Rescue Helicopter were also tasked to
the incident.
Before the ‘Tom Sanderson’ RNLI lifeboat
arrived on scene, the casualty was recovered by
the Coastguard Rescue teams and chopper, and
the RNLI lifeboat was stood-down and returned to
station. The lifeboat was refuelled and Ready for
Service by 0330hours on Sunday 5 June.

r

Queen’s Jubilee
Afternoon Tea boxes
Saturday 16th July 2022, 11am – 3pm
Stornoway Lifeboat Station, Cromwell St. Quay

Kenny - 07711828801

Stornoway RNLI’s amazing fundraisers outdid
themselves with our Queen’s Jubilee Takeaway
Afternoon Tea boxes – which raised a fantastic
total of £1450!
The Fundraising team have finally recovered from
their mammoth baking sessions and send a BIG
THANK YOU to everyone who bought and enjoyed
their Afternoon Tea for Two on Saturday 4 June.
Thanks also to the ‘extra’ bakers drafted in from
families of Stornoway Lifeboat crew, and a special

Free Lifejacket Clinic
Don’t miss the opportunity to have your
lifejackets safety-checked by RNLI Community
Safety Officer and Education Presenter Kenny
Macleod at the Stornoway RNLI Free Lifejacket
Clinic on Saturday 16th.

Thank You to Lighting Electrical Ltd and The
Blue Lobster for their continued help and support.
And the Stornoway RNLI Fundraisers managed to
grab a wee Afternoon Tea party themselves after
all the hard work on Saturday 4 June, celebrating
with Queen’s Platinum Jubilee!

Congratulations John
Booly – Awarded MBE!

Stornoway RNLI are super proud of our very
The clinic will be held outside Stornoway RNLI own John J Maclennan (John Booly) who was
station on Cromwell Street Quay from 11am to 3pm. awarded an MBE in the Queen’s Birthday Honours
Drop in with your lifejackets to get them checked or for services to the RNLI.
ask for any water safety advice from Kenny.
John has been an integral part of the charity’s
lifesaving for more than 50 years – joining the
crew in 1971 and serving for 25 years, before
taking up the role of Stornoway RNLI Deputy
Launching Authority and Chair of Stornoway
Lifeboat Management Group.

Stornoway RNLI Shop
open for Summer

Commenting on his award, John said: “I am
The Stornoway RNLI shop on Cromwell Street
both genuinely moved and surprised that people
is open for summer, from 11am to 3pm every
consider me worthy of a nomination for this honour.
Thursday, Friday and Saturday.
“In accepting the award, I do very much on behalf
Call in and have a look around for toys and of all of the Stornoway Lifeboat Station team, past
activities to help keep little ones amused, stationary, and present, in recognition of their professionalism,
cards, RNLI-themed gifts and more – and the dedication and commitment to the RNLI.
money you spend in our shop helps Stornoway
“The Stornoway Lifeboat Station is deeply
RNLI keep our seas safe.
woven into the very fabric of our island
community, and I wish the Coxswain, crew, Guild
members and supporters continued success.”

Summer Fundraising

How to Help

The fantastic Stornoway RNLI Fundraisers will
be out with a smile and ready for donations during
If you would like to fundraise for Stornoway
Flag Week – Saturday 11 to 16 July – as they’ll be
RNLI and wish to contact the Stornoway RNLI
stationed outside the old Murdo Macleans building
Fundraisers for help or advice, please email
in Stornoway town centre. Say hi and drop off any
Stornoway.rnli.fundraising@gmail.com.
spare pennies you can to help Stornoway RNLI
You can keep up to date with the RNLI charity
help those in need at sea.
at www.rnli.org – and with the local lifeboat and
And you can also support the local volunteer volunteer crew on Facebook (www.facebook.
crew by getting your tickets for the Stornoway RNLI com/ StornowayRNLI) and Instagram (www.
Big Summer Raffle – you’ve got to be in it to win it! instagram.com/stornowaylifeboat).

Geography and Gaelic…
Sarah’s award-winning journey
O

By Katie Macleod

n Wednesday 8th June, Castlebay
Community School Principal Teacher
Dr. Sarah MacKinnon was celebrated at the
Scottish Education Awards as one of three
finalists in the Teacher of the Year Award.
Run since 2001 in partnership with the Scottish
Government and the Daily Record, the awards
“celebrate the hard work and success which takes
place in Scottish education” and recognise “those
who dedicate their lives to children and young
people.”
Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, this year’s
awards were the first to be held since 2019, and
around 400 finalists, sponsors, VIPs, and Scottish
Government Ministers attended the ceremony
at the Doubletree by Hilton Hotel in central
Glasgow to recognise the hard work of teachers
from across the country.
The Teacher of the Year Award is described by
the Scottish Education Awards as “an opportunity
to recognise those teachers who are bringing
learning to life by engaging and inspiring all
children and young people to fulfil their potential.
It recognises the outstanding work of those who
are enthusiastic, creative, caring and challenging
in a school or early learning and childcare
setting.”
"It was lovely to be nominated for this award
and a big surprise to be selected as a finalist,” says
Sarah. “The ceremony itself was really inspiring;
I got to see lots of innovative projects and work
being done in the Scottish Education system."
It’s not the first time Sarah’s work as a teacher
has been recognised recently, either: she won the
Education Award at the Scottish Gaelic Awards in
November 2021, which “reward all aspects of the
Gaelic language and culture across the length and
breadth of the country.”
When Sarah first took on the role of Geography
teacher full-time at Castlebay in 2017, later
becoming Principal Teacher, she identified a gap
in Gaelic learning for Gaelic Medium Education
Subjects. As a result, she ended up attending
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig for a secondment year,
returning to her role in June 2021 fluent in Gaelic,
after learning remotely from Barra in the first half
of 2021 during the second COVID-19 lockdown.
“Sarah has shown tremendous commitment to
the Gaelic language and culture by embarking upon
her journey to fluency, not to mention courage,”

says Suzanne Forman, Head Teacher at Castlebay
Community School. “As a school, we are very
proud of Sarah's achievements. Her level of fluency
is such that she delivers BGE Geography lessons
through Gaelic, enriching the linguistic experience
of our bilingual pupils. Due to staffing shortages, she
also taught our S1 Learners Gaelic class.”
“For someone who does not hail from a
Gaelic speaking background or culture, she is
an inspiration to both Gaelic learners, Gaelic
fluent speakers and our wider community. Most
importantly, she is a wonderful example to
learners of all ages showing them that it can be
done – a very positive and powerful message.
Sarah is continuing her journey to excellence in
Gaelic by attending classes at Sabhal Mòr during
her holidays, as well as entering Year 2 of the
Gaelic degree course at UHI.”
In addition to her achievements and
contribution to Gaelic education at the school,
Sarah has been involved in a variety of other
projects at Castlebay. Sarah is currently working
with her S2 class on a partnership with an island
school in Astypalaia, Greece, as part of an
Erasmus project with Strathclyde University. She
also attended the COP26 Legacy Residential in
Edinburgh with pupils in February; led a review of
the school’s Promoting Positive Behaviour Policy;
and recently oversaw the schedule for the school’s
June Health and Wellbeing Days.
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School Sports
Days are back
A

By Katie Macleod

fter two years of cancelled and
restricted Sports Days due to the
pandemic, school pupils and families
across the Western Isles have been enjoying
a return to normality with friendly sports
competitions taking place once again in
school grounds.

Castlebay Community School Nursery and Primary Sports Day

“Sports Day is undoubtedly one of the
highlights of the school year. This year, we
decided that it was appropriate and safe to
invite spectators,” says Sarah Jane MacSween,
Head Teacher at Sgoil Uibhist a Tuath, where
Sports Day took place on 9th June. “It will
have been particularly memorable for our
families and friends who came along to give
their support, as it was the first time they had
been able to attend this popular event in the
past two years.”
“Our children were in great spirits and
participated very well in all events. Throughout
their races, they were encouraged to do their
best from the visitors at the side-lines. We were
all very impressed by the high level of fitness
and performance this year.”

Sgoil Dhalabroig Sports Day

“The day was enjoyed by all, and our
children's efforts, positivity and personal
achievements made this year's Sports Day
one to remember! Congratulations to all our
enthusiastic participants and winners. A special
thank you to the teachers and after school
coaches who encourage sports participation
and provide a range of opportunities to
develop our children's sporting skills in our
schools throughout the school year.”
Other schools across the islands had similar
experiences. Sgoil an Iochdair held their Sports

Day on 13th June, where despite the bad
weather, plenty of fun was had. The staff posted
on the school Facebook page that “A little rain
didn’t manage to hold the participants back!
Well done to all the children and to the parents
who cheered them on.”
“Well done to all our pupils (and parents!)
for taking part in a very busy sports day!”
said staff at Sgoil Dhalabroig, where pupils
also enjoyed the day despite the rain on the
13th. Castlebay Community School primary
and nursery pupils enjoyed their Sports Day
on 20th June – complete with ice creams and
fresh fruit provided by Barra Football Club, and
plenty of refreshments from parents too – while
the secondary school events took place on
the 22nd. “Wonderful to see the return of our
Sports Days this week,” said staff on Facebook.
“Well done to all the children for their team
efforts across all the stations and races.”
In Lewis, Sports Days took on a new format
altogether at The Nicolson Institute, with each
school year taking part in their own Sports
Day throughout the month. At Sgoil nan Loch,
pupils, staff and parents also enjoyed the return
of summer sports days despite the weather on
14th June. “This term, having parents physically
back at events has been a real boost to the
whole school community. Our rather soggy
sports day was very well attended by families
of children from both the school and nursery.
Even the weather couldn’t dampen everyone’s
spirits!” says Head of School Bethany Clement.
And across the Braighe, “A fantastic Sports
Day was had by all,” said Sgoil an Rubha staff on
Facebook on 2nd June, who were luckier with
the weather forecast than most. “The weather
was amazing and it was absolutely wonderful to
welcome families back into the school.”

S2 Sports Day at The Nicolson Institute
Sgoil Uibhist a Tuath Sports Day

S3 Sports Day at The Nicolson Institute
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Photograph by Seonaidh J MacInnes

Lionacleit Sports Day tug-of-war

Lionacleit School Sports Day long Jump

Photograph by Seonaidh J MacInnes

Sgoil an Rubha Sports Day

Sgoil an Iochdair Sports Day

Balivanich School Sports Day
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PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR JUNE 2022
The following planning applications are pending consideration by Comhairle nan Eilean Siar.
All information and accompanying documents are publicly available on the CnES website.
Site a telecoms mast

Erect a garage

Erect a polytunnel

4G mobile phone coverage in the Uig area
could get a boost if the Comhairle gives the goahead for a new mast at Gisla.

A prior notification and approval application
has been submitted to the Comhairle to site a
polycarbonate tunnel at 68 Lighthill, Back.

Telefonica is seeking planning permission for
a 25m high lattice telecommunications tower at
Coltraiseal Beag Cairn, Kinlochroag.

Planning consent proposals to build a
1.5-storey garage at 22 New Tolsta have been
submitted to the Comhairle. The applicant is
Lionel Maciver, of the same address, who wishes
to build on adjacent land.

The applicant is David Macleod of the same
address, who plans to use the tunnel to grow fruit
and vegetables and as agricultural storage space.

The proposal is part of the governmentbacked Shared Rural Network, a collaboration
between mobile network operators Telefonica,
Vodafone, and Three, and the UK government to
improve 4G coverage for people living, working,
and travelling in poorly served rural areas. The
proposed site is approximately 1.5km south of
the A857.

ISLE OF LEWIS

holiday lets at the address located near Ardroil
beach.

Net replacement
Scottish Salmon have been granted prior
approval by the Comhairle to replace the nets at
their Loch Odhairn fish farm in Gravir.
The Edinburgh-based company proposes
installing new 75 mm diameter nets to replace
their existing top nets on all the pens.
In a separate application, the company was
also given the go-ahead to replace nets at their
East Loch Roag marine site at Kirkibost.

Pen replacement
Rosyth-based Mowi Scotland Ltd. has written
to the Comhairle seeking approval to replace the
existing pens at their Caolas A Deas marine site
at Loch Shell in Eishken, Lochs.
The fish farm company proposes removing
the existing pens and installing eight circular
160-metre circumference pens. They also wish
to relocate their feed and raft within the site’s
existing boundary.

Erect polycarbonate tunnel
Prior approval has been granted for the
erection of a polycarbonate tunnel at 14 Upper
Barvas for agricultural purposes.

Erect a breakwater
Carloway Community Council has applied
for planning consent to construct a breakwater
to protect a new 40 metre x 6 metre slipway at
Tolstachaolais harbour.
The community council plans to form the
0.355-hectare breakwater by clearing rock
boulders between MLWS and MHWS and
excavating a small hillock. The proposed works
also include creating new access and six car
parking spaces.

Change of use
Proposals to convert Care Unit 11 - 12
Eireastadh, Uig, into a four-bedroom home have
been received by the Comhairle.

The applicant, listed as N Kerr of the same
address, is to site a 12 x 4-metre polytunnel at
the rear of the property.

Hebridean Housing Partnership is seeking
planning consent to redevelop the former care
home and replace the oil central heating with an
air source heat pump system.

Erect a domestic garage

Change of use

Planning permission is being sought to build a
garage at 17 Milkinghill Park, Tong.

Stornoway Memorials on Church Street,
Stornoway, is set to be reimagined if the
Comhairle gives the go-ahead to conversion
plans submitted by An Taigh Ceilidh CIC of
Stirling Square.

The applicant is Daniel McGrath, of the same
address, who wishes to construct a 5 x 6-metre
steel frame garage.

Erect a house
Planning permission is being sought to erect
a new house at 21A Upper Bayble. Applicant
David Merrikin, of 21 Thorpe Street, Raunds,
Northants, is looking to build a 134.2 square
metre one-bedroom long house on the site. The
application includes the installation of an air
source heat pump.

Erect a house
A derelict house is in line for demolition in
North Tolsta if the Comhairle grants planning
permission for a new home on the site.
According to the Comhairle's planning portal,
applicant Irene Macritchie, of 20 North Tolsta, is
proposing to build a bungalow with an integral
garage at 6A Hill Street. However, documents
submitted with the application list the address as
6 Hill Street.

Erect a house
Planning permission in principle is being
sought to build a house at 5B Crulivig, Uig.
Applicant John Macdonald of Lochlann Road,
Culloden, wishes to build on a 0.17-hectare plot.

Erect a house
A new house is on the cards if the Comhairle
grants planning permission to build at 9
Crowlista, Uig.
Applicant Seamus Macleod of 16 Uigean
proposes building a one-storey three-bedroom
home and a large garage/store on the 4066
square metre site.
In a separate application, planning permission
is also being sought to site two camping pods for

The proposals are to convert the former shop
into mixed-use premises to accommodate a
bookshop, coffee shop, and workshop/event
space. It is further planned to repaint the exterior
ground floor in a different colour.

Erect interpretation panel
Urras Oighreachd Ghahbhsainn has applied
to the Comhairle for planning permission to site
interpretation panels on the 12-mile Skigersta to
North Tolsta Heritage Walk.
The community group wishes to erect three
interpretation panels in wooden posts at High
Street, Skigersta, Lathamor, Skigersta, and at the
Bridge to Nowhere in North Tolsta. The panels are
to show walkers where the heritage walk begins
and ends, provide essential safety information to
those using the trail, and a map.

Demolish a porch
Planning consent is being sought to demolish
an existing porch and extend and alter 7 South
Shawbost.
The applicants are Mr and Mrs Alex Stewart,
who gave their address as per their Invernessbased agent.

Siting pods
The Comhairle has received proposals to site
three camping pods at 30 Fivepenny, Borve.
Applicant Evelyn Graham, of the same
address, is seeking planning consent for three
glamping pods with decking, parking/turning
area, recycling/waste point and store. The total
area of the development extends to 1737 square
metres.

The accompanying design statement indicates
that the free-standing tower development
will include three ground-based cabinets, an
electrical generator, a fuel tank for the generator,
solar equipment, and ancillary development.
The proposed tower will support radio
antennas, transmission dishes and remote radio
units.
The design statement also notes that while
an on-site generator has been proposed, studies
are underway to establish whether an overhead
electrical supply for the hillside site is feasible.

Build an extension
Planning consent is being sought to add a
rear extension to the property at The Shieling, 15
Matheson Road, Stornoway.
The applicant, Indrani Mukherjee, of the same
address, is looking to create a utility room and
shower room.

Croft access road
The Comhairle has received an agricultural
prior notification for constructing a croft access
road and hardstanding at 7 Breasclete. The
applicant, Kenny Macdonald, of the same
address, is planning a 40 x 3-metre road and a
hardstanding of 10 x 5 metres.

New fishfarm development
The Scottish Salmon Company has submitted
a screening/scoping report to the Comhairle for
a new 1.68 hectare fish farm development at
Gravir.
The proposed North Gravir Fish Farm will
comprise 5 x 200 m circumference pens,
associated infrastructure and a feed barge. The
area identified for the development is situated
between Camas Chalaboist to the north and the
mouth of Loch Odhairn to the south.
The purpose of the screening/scoping
document is to enable the Comhairle to
assess whether the development and potential
environmental issues require an Environmental
Assessment to be carried out.
In their submission, The Scottish Salmon
Company notes: “The development lies on a
stretch of coastline adjacent to The Minch and
sheltered to the south by the A’Chabag headland.
The site is located on a uniform slope going from
30 m depth on the west side of the proposed
planning boundary to 100 m depth on the east
side. The pens will approximately be around 50
m in depth. The nearest settlement is Calbost,
which is approximately 2 km northwest of the
site.”

Instal storm windows and balconies
Planning consent is being sought to construct
three storm windows and two Juliette balconies
at Avalon, 31 Callanish.
The applicant is Neil Macarthur, of the same
address.

Alterations to church hall
Rev Tommy Macneil of Martin’s Memorial
Church, Stornoway, has applied to the Comhairle
for planning permission to renovate the church
hall.
The proposed work comprises external
alterations to the Francis Street church hall,
including re-slating the roof, part replacement
doors and windows, replacing the escape stair
and the formation of a new escape door at the
rear of the first floor, replacement rainwater
fittings, replacement dormer cladding, and
installation of new roof lights.

Erect a holiday home
Planning permission is being sought to
erect a dwelling for short-term holiday let at 3
Knockgarry, Oliver’s Brae, Stornoway.
The applicant, Iain Maciver of the same
address, proposes building a self-contained onebedroom dwelling.

ISLE OF HARRIS
Change of use
Planning permission is being sought to change
the use of a hard standing previously used to site
a caravan.
Applicant Peigi Morrison, of 18 Lingerbay,
wishes to use the hard-standing to accommodate
a camping pod for holiday let.

Request for scoping opinion
on electricity upgrade
Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks
has informed the Comhairle that it has submitted
proposals for an environmental impact
assessment on replacing the Harris to Stornoway
overhead line to the Scottish Government.
The submission to the Scottish Government
details the proposed scope of the environmental
impact report.
The replacement of the overhead line will
provide a new single circuit 132 kilovolts (kV)
OHL connection supported by trident wood
poles between the existing Stornoway substation
and the existing Harris grid supply point at
Ardhasaig, a distance of 58 kilometres (36 miles).
Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks
note that the proposed development is necessary
to replace and strengthen the existing 132 kV
OHL connection between these two connection
points in accordance with the National Electricity
Transmission System Security and Quality of
Supply Standard (NETS SQSS).

Radio mast upgrade
Cornerstone, the mobile infrastructure services
company, has notified the Comhairle of proposed
5G upgrading work at the BT mast at Maaruig.
The proposal is to instal six new remote radio
units and a GPS module on the top of the gantry
pole. The existing three antennas are to remain
in place.

07/07/22 - 03/08/22
St Kilda mast upgrade
Aquila Air Traffic Management Services
Ltd. have notified the Comhairle of proposed
upgrading work to the telecoms mast on the
summit of Mullach Mor that overlooks Village
Street, St Kilda.
The proposal is to instal two new microwave
antennas on the existing mast, along with
associated space frameworks, bracing and
mounting posts. The works are described as
part of a six-year programme by the company to
upgrade air traffic services and support for the
Ministry of Defence.
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The applicants, Mr and Mrs J Welch, of Byres
of Airleywright, Bankfoot, Perth, are planning to
erect two 70 square metre holiday homes on a
plot of land 95 metres north-west of Struan Beag.

Erect house
Proposals have been submitted to the
Comhairle to erect a house at 5B Newton,
Lochmaddy.
The applicant, Angus Macaskill, of Lochnevis
Crescent, Mallaig, is seeking planning permission
in principle for the development.

Bird net replacement

The mast sits approximately 360 metres above
sea level. It is part of an existing radar site that
occupies approximately four hectares of the
World Heritage Site archipelago. National Trust
Scotland owns the island chain and leases parts
of Hirta to the Ministry of Defence.

The Scottish Salmon Company has submitted
a prior notification to replace their bird nets at
Greanamul Fish Farm, Uskivagh, Creagorry.

According to the documentation submitted by
the applicant, Historic Environment Scotland was
consulted and confirmed they had no concerns
about the potential impact of the proposals
on the setting of the scheduled monuments of
St Kilda nor the historic aspects of Outstanding
Universal Value on the World Heritage Site.

Identical proposals have been submitted
for their Maaey Fish Farm, also at Uskivagh,
Creagorry.

A team of three personnel are to carry out
the work from Portsmouth-based telecoms firm,
RAFT Systems Ltd.

Site a pod
Planning consent is being sought to site a
“caravan pod” on croft land at 5A Maraig. The
applicant is Adrian Duncan, of the same address,
who states that the pod is for use ancillary to
the dwelling. The proposed works include the
installation of a private drainage system.

Erect a wheelie bin enclosure
Richard and Catherine Blacklaws of Laburnum
Grove, Shrewsbury, have requested planning
permission to build an enclosure for five 240-litre
wheelie bins at 1A Quidinish.
The enclosure will be finished with weathered
larch and sited adjacent to the existing shared
croft access.

Bird net replacement
The Scottish Salmon Company has submitted
a prior notification to replace bird nets at their
Scadabay fish farm.

According to their submission, they plan to
instal new bird nets with a top and side mesh
size of 100mm. The support structure for the nets
is 5 metres high and will remain unchanged.

Erect a house
Planning permission is being sought to erect a
three-bedroom house and shed and instal an air
source heat pump at 7 - 8 Griminish, Creagorry.

Remove existing chimneys and replace
roof

Uist Community Riding School at East Camp,
Balivanich, is seeking planning permission to
reroof their arena.

Planning permission is being sought to reroof
the property at 19 Borve, Berneray.

In the planning application, the applicant,
Gail Robertson of Benbecula Community
Council, states it is proposed to replace the
arena’s existing roof sheeting with profiled fibre
cement corrugated roof sheets. The sheets are
natural grey with clear profiles for natural light.

Applicant Douglas Parkin of 10A Malaclate,
North Uist, is looking to remove the two existing
chimneys and the roofing. It is proposed to fit
new fibre-cement slates to match the existing
slates.

ISLE OF BENBECULA
Site temporary cabins

A new house build is in the pipeline if
the Comhairle grants planning permission in
principle for a site at 13A Knockline, Bayhead.

The Scottish Salmon Company is sounding out
the Comhairle about creating a new 1.26-hectare
salmon farm off the northeast coast of Benbecula.

Applicant Andrew Laing of Camden Street,
Evanton, plans to build on a 625 square metre
plot currently being decrofted. According to the
application, outline planning permission was
previously granted for the site.

Tentatively named Morrison’s Rock Fish
Farm, the new Atlantic salmon marine finfish
farm at Uskivagh, Creagorry, will comprise six
160-metre circumference pens, a feed barge,
and associated moorings. There are no plans to
build onshore.

Erect two holiday homes and a shed
Planning consent is being sought to build two
two-bedroom timber-clad holiday homes and a
shed at Claddach Vallay, Sollas.

The company continues: “The development
is in an area used for small-scale commercial
fishing. However, the proposed location for the
development makes up only a small proportion
of the potentially profitable fishing grounds off
the Isle of Benbecula coast and does not appear
to represent unique high-value grounds.”

Replace roof

Fish farm request

The proposal is to extend 3 Claddach Kirkibost
to create a new kitchen/dining area, pantry,
utility room, and first-floor en suite bathroom.
The planned works also include other internal
alterations and re-tiling.

However, they point out that due to the
open water nature of the marine environment
at the proposed location and the lack of visual
connectivity between the development and
the existing sites, it is not anticipated that any
cumulative effects will be significant.

ISLE OF BERNERAY

Erect a house

Angus Ferguson of 3 Claddach Kirkibost has
applied to the Comhairle for planning consent
to alter and extend the two-storey property there.

They add: “Cumulatively, there will be an
associated increase in aquaculture surface
infrastructure off the Isle of Benbecula coast, as
the development will increase the number of
salmon farms in the area and the area covered
by fish farming infrastructure by 1.26 ha.”

They conclude that the potential for
cumulative effects and associated environmental
risks resulting from the development is minimal.

ISLE OF NORTH UIST

Alterations to an existing house

In their scoping report, the Scottish Salmon
Company say the initial assessment has
demonstrated that the development has “a
limited potential for significant effects.” But
further assessment will be required to confirm
this.

The applicant is Graham Coleman of Hillside
House, 29 Griminish. The proposed building
plot extends to 0.2 hectares.

The Royal Artillery Range Hebrides in
Balivanich is seeking permission to instal
temporary cabins on site. At the time of writing,
no documents relating to the application,
validated on May 30, had been uploaded to the
Comhairle’s planning portal. The application
form had originally been submitted in August
2020. Its status is currently listed as pending
consideration.

The proposal is to instal new bird nets with a
ceiling and sidewall mesh size of 75 mm. The
five-metre high support structure will remain
unchanged.

Screening and scoping are the early stages
of the EIA process. The aim is to identify key
environmental issues and determine which
development elements are unlikely to cause
significant environmental effects.

The proposed development area is at the
entrance of the sea inlet that separates North Uist
from the Isle of Benbecula.
The site is approximately 11km south of the
entrance to Loch Euphoirt and 3 km north of
Loch Uiskevagh.
The scoping documents submitted are a
precursor to a full planning consent application.
The Comhairle is being asked to comment on the
current technical assessments.
The Scottish Salmon Company, which currently
employs 240 staff in the Outer Hebrides, say
they are anticipating a full Environmental Impact
Assessment will be required for the proposed
development.

The reroofing will also change the roof profile
from curved eaves to an overhang.

ISLE OF BARRA
Erect a house
Planning consent is being sought to build
a two-bedroom home at 13A Cleat, Castlebay.
The applicant is Paul MacPhee of 11A Cleat.
The proposed dwelling is earmarked for an 1145
square metre plot.

Change of use
Planning consent to site a temporary holiday
unit is being sought for a plot of land at 228
Bruernish Northbay.
Applicant Roderick MacNeil, of the same
address, intends to assemble the 8 x 3-metre
building off-site and crane it into position.

Erect a polytunnel
Retrospective planning permission is being
sought for a polytunnel erected at Corncrake
Cottage, 16 Eoligarry.
The applicant is Niall Mackinnon, of the same
address. In his submission, he states that the 8 x
4-metre polytunnel is used to grow vegetables.

ISLE OF ERISKAY
Change of use
Planning consent is being sought to change
the use of the property at An Taigh Mor, 15B
Balla, to a bed and breakfast.
The applicant is William Justice, of the same
address, who wishes to use three rooms for a
B&B business.
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Self-Care
at The
Cabarfeidh
M

embers of Long Term
Conditions Hebrides
recently gathered to enjoy
some self-care in the Oak
Room of the Cabarfeidh
Hotel.
The calm and tranquil room was beautifully set
up with two large round tables covered in white,
each with a light pink floral centrepiece and small
glass bowls placed around them.
Donna Graham, a cardiac nurse and trained
Neals Yard consultant, opened the event by
leading us in a ‘calming and balancing’ mindful
facial. This brought us into a peaceful state of mind
using essential oils like Frankincense, an oil that
has been used since biblical times; sweet, woody,
aromatic in scent, and known to deeply relax both
mind and body. Neroli essential oil, from the
delicate flowers of the bitter orange blossom tree
with a refreshing floral aroma which is known to
uplift your mood and emotions.
This was a wonderful opportunity to tend to
self, with care and with love. “Daily rituals of
self-care offer stillness and peace from within
by connecting body, mind and soul. Creating a
moment of mindfulness using De-Stress techniques
with Frankincense infused products which are
clinically proven to promote a feeling of wellbeing
and relaxation”, said Donna - who joined LTCH
around 4 months ago. “The afternoon and my
experience of LTCH has been nothing but positive.
Gail and Mairi have helped me to recover from
major surgery. My recovery is still ongoing but by
being part of this group I’m reassured that I will
recover by using the self-management techniques
that are available daily via Zoom.”
A body scan is a form of meditation that can
help to ease areas of pain or tension. It is also
an effective way to relax naturally, by simply
using your breath as your anchor and the surface
beneath your support. Dr Gail Cunningham, who
is trained in leading mindfulness and meditation
practices, delivered this to the group as they
opened themselves to the experience.
Before moving mindfully together, the moon
mantra, ‘Om Chandraya Namaha’ was chanted by
Mairi Thomson to celebrate the full moon – also
known as a ‘Super Strawberry’ Moon and due to
appear that evening. A Supermoon casts about
30% more light on earth than when the moon is
at its dimmest as it is closer to the earth, and the
Strawberry Moon is so named because of some
native American tribes deciding it signalled the
time to start gathering strawberries!
Chanting mantras is an effective way to focus the
mind and to calm the nervous system. The moon
mantra brings the cyclical nature of life to mind, and
our innate connection to the natural world.
Through setting our own intentions with hope
for the future in the final meditation we were
able to feel a lightness of heart coupled with an
inner warmth that we had created between us. As
we talked together over tea and cake, we felt a
communal sense of gratitude for both this special
event and for each other.
LTCH invite you to check out their YouTube channel
showing mindfulness videos with meditations
delivered by Dr Gail Cunningham, accompanied by
beautiful images of nature. They look forward to the
addition of further self-management and light yoga
videos to be added in due course.
LTCH continue to appreciate and thank their
funders Health & Social Care Alliance and The William
Grant Foundation, as well as the volunteer committee
members for their continued help and support.
For more information on LTCH, please
email info@ltch.org.uk or check out Long Term
Conditions Hebrides on Facebook.
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Big boost for
baby-care on isles
N

HS Western Isles has received six pulse oximetry machines,
thanks to the generous support of parents Ruth and Finlay
Macleod, and Tiny Tickers, a charity that aims to improve the
early detection and care of babies with serious heart conditions.

These monitors, which can help detect serious heart conditions
soon after birth, will be used to help improve early detection rates of
congenital heart disease (CHD) in babies.
A baby is born with a serious heart condition every two hours in
the UK. However, not all congenital heart defects can be detected
during routine prenatal scanning and some babies are at risk of
falling into the early stage of heart failure if their condition is not
diagnosed in time.

Nicola takes
arthroplasty role

New-born screening for CHD involves a simple bedside test
called pulse oximetry. This test estimates the amount of oxygen in
a baby's blood. Low levels of oxygen in the blood can be a sign of
CHD. The test is carried out using a machine called a pulse oximeter,
with sensors placed on the baby's skin.

N

HS Western Isles’ Orthopaedic Service announced the
addition of Arthroplasty Practitioner, Nicola Libby, to the
team.

These pulse oximetry machines will be used by paediatricians and
midwives when a baby’s first physical examination is undertaken, or
if a baby’s condition means that they require additional observations.

Nicola started from June 27 and will spend some time working
alongside her colleagues in the orthopaedic multidisciplinary team
to get a feel for the patient journey and where she can make the
most impact.

Pulse oximetry testing is not a mandatory part of new-born
screening in the UK and Tiny Tickers aims to end the postcode
lottery, by placing these machines across the UK.

This role will be an integral part of the multi-disciplinary team
and Nicola will take a person-centred approach to following
patients undergoing total hip and knee replacements from their first
point of contact with the surgeon to discharge home after surgery.

The six monitors were donated to NHS Western Isles as part of
the charity’s Test for Tommy campaign, which aims to ensure that all
new-borns receive the test that could help save their life and were
generously funded by Ruth and Finlay Macleod in memory of their
son, Finlay Eric.
Finlay Eric was born with a congenital heart defect, which was
undetected during Ruth’s pregnancy and after his birth. He became
critically unwell on May 31, 2021 when he was four-and-a-half
months old, and deteriorated in a matter of hours. Despite the
tireless efforts of many medical professionals, his condition could
not be stabilised, and he passed away that night with his mum and
dad by his side.
Ruth and Finlay say, “Our devastating experience in losing our
beautiful boy, and our subsequent attempts to understand more
about congenital heart conditions, guided us towards the lifesaving
mission of Tiny Tickers. In Finlay Eric’s precious memory, we will do
what we can to support this charity in achieving their ambition of
improving the early detection of congenital heart defects.”
Ruth and Finlay have now raised £28,752.78 in memory of
their son. They are dedicated to ensuring babies born with CHD,
particularly those in remote locations, receive a diagnosis as soon
as medically possible. As well as funding these machines, their
support will enable the charity to create new digital fetal cardiac
training courses for sonographers, to complement the existing faceto-face training offered by the charity. These new courses will aim
to improve the skills and confidence of sonographers in achieving
the required screening views and, therefore, to further improve
antenatal detection rates for CHD. This project will particularly
benefit sonographers working in remote locations, who may not be
able to attend face-to-face training sessions.
Finlay Eric’s fundraising page can be found at https://
finlaymacleod.muchloved.com/ and donations are always welcome
to continue supporting the work of Tiny Tickers.
Tiny Tickers’ CEO, Jon Arnold says, "We have been overwhelmed by
the fundraising efforts of Ruth and Finlay and the incredible response
of the whole community. We're a small charity working hard to help
health professionals diagnose and treat serious heart defects in babies,
and this support will make an enormous difference to our work. I'm
very pleased that the funds raised will go directly into projects that

P

For patients currently on the waiting list for a total hip or knee
replacement, Nicola will begin to make contact over the coming
weeks to offer support and advice in terms of optimizing health and
wellbeing whilst they wait for a date for surgery.

Finlay Eric Macleod

train sonographers and provide equipment that helps with detection all of us involved in Tiny Tickers are determined to ensure that Finlay
Eric's legacy benefits as many babies as possible. I can't thank his
family, their friends and the entire community enough."

Nicola said: “I am so excited to be taking up this new role, having
worked with orthopaedic patients for many years. I have personal
experience of undergoing major joint surgery which allows me to
understand and empathise with patients regarding their hopes, fears
and anxieties.

Catherine Macdonald, Head of Midwifery, NHS Western
Isles, says, “We are delighted to have received the very generous
donation of pulse oximetry monitors from Tiny Tickers, which will be
distributed to Maternity Services across the Western Isles.

“When the pandemic began, I went to work in the vaccination
team [and] was involved in the setting up of the pre-admission
clinic, enabling arthroplasty patients to be admitted on the day of
surgery.

"The monitors will enable us to start screening all babies delivered
within the Western Isles for potential cardiac anomalies, as well as
giving us the opportunity to monitor, as required, any babies that give
cause for concern. We hope to embed pulse oximetry checks into
new-born examinations from July or August this year, following staff
training. We are grateful to Ruth and Finlay Macleod for championing
this campaign locally and the community who have so generously
donated to their fundraising. Always in our hearts is baby Finlay Eric.”
Elaine Macmillan, Health Visitor, says: “NHS Western Isles Health
Visiting Team were devastated, along with the local community, at
the passing of baby Finlay Eric last year. As a team it is important
to us to honour his memory and promote a legacy of hope and
positivity out of his tragic loss.
"Tiny Tickers supplies us with the THINK HEART leaflet which we
now distribute to and discuss with every family when we visit their
new-born baby. Learning how to spot the signs of a heart defect early
can help save a baby's life and improve their long-term quality of
life. This additional resource educates and empowers professionals,
parents and carers in the early identification of a potential heart defect
in a new-born baby.”

Beach harvest for recycling

lastic harvested from a Barra shore is to be recycled to
make bespoke fittings for campervans, thanks to a link-up
with a Benbecula start-up business.
The shore clean-up at Bagh nan Clach on Saturday July 2 was
organised by Barra and Vatersay outdoor ranger service, and saw a
good turnout of volunteers at the bay below Dun Scurrival from 11am.
Their harvest of debris included sea-borne fishing rope, metal and
other debris, as well as numerous plastic items.
Balivanich-based start-up Studio Vans Ltd, which launched in
2020 with the support of Business Gateway, are taking the plastic
collected to make fittings for their bespoke campervan conversion
kits, using modules made from recycled materials.

This input should enhance recovery and reduce the length of
time required in hospital.

“I hope to expand on this work and liaise with arthroplasty
practitioners in other health boards and utilise data and feedback to
continue to improve patients’ experiences.”
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Megan Maclean

Jenna Macleod

Design-your-own-mask winners!
S

ix children from across the Western Isles
were recently presented with vouchers for
winning the NHS Western Isles ’design your
own mask’ competition.
The competition was open to children aged
between 5 and 11 who attended for the COVID
vaccine.

Macleod, aged 9, also from Lewis, were awarded
joint first place for their masks. Megan’s colourful
unicorn mask caught our eye and we thought
Jenna’s artistic mask was a perfect depiction of
her pet cow, Elsa, who photobombed her picture!

NHSWI received around 50 colourful and
artistic entries from children across the Western
Isles, and Uilly Macleod from Peat and Diesel
kindly presented the prizes to some of the winners.

The runner-up prizes went to Fraser Morrison,
aged 6 from Harris, for his colourful dinosaur
mask; Mia Engebretson, aged 9 from Lewis, for
her very artistic and detailed elephant; James
MacInnes, aged 10 from Eriskay, for his hypnotic
snake; and Evie Rae, age 10 from Balivanich, for
her bright and beautiful butterfly.

Megan Maclean, aged 7 from Lewis, and Jenna

Well done and thank you to all the children

who participated, and to the adults for submitting
the wonderful photographs, which brightened
up our social media pages and helped to raise
awareness of the COVID vaccine.
Thanks also to Uilly from Peat and Diesel
for taking the time to present the prizes to the
children who could attend.
We would also like to thank the Starlight
Foundation for their kind donation of games
consoles, which were provided for children to play
with while they were waiting in the vaccination
centre; and also the Scottish Government for the
materials they provided for the children’s clinics.

Arthroplasty
Pre-admission Clinic
N

HS Western Isles introduced a nurse-led
Arthroplasty Pre-admission Clinic to ensure
that as many Orthopaedic patients as possible
attending for arthroplasty surgery are admitted to
hospital on the day of surgery.

Previously, all patients were admitted to Western
Isles Hospital in Stornoway the day before surgery.
Best practice for elective joint replacement is for
patients to be admitted on the day of surgery, and there
are significant benefits to this for the patient, including
enhanced patient recovery, reduced length of stay and
infection risks, improved patient journey and reduction
in late cancellations.
The new clinic was introduced in August 2021
and the latest data demonstrates that 89 per cent of
Arthroplasty patients are now admitted on the day of
surgery to Western Isles Hospital.
NHS Western Isles Lead Nurse Acute Services,
Frances Robertson, said: “It became evident that the
introduction of the pre-admission clinic ensured
that patients were fully prepared for surgery, had
the opportunity to ask questions and engage pre-

Buggy Buddies
on foot again
T

operatively with the surgeon, anaesthetist and their
rehabilitation team and that care plans could be
tailored to every individual’s needs.

he popular local buggy walking
group ‘Buggy Buddies’ set off again
on Tuesday, June 28.

“We are delighted with how successful it has been
and hope to further increase the number of patients
admitted on the day of surgery.”

Led by NHS Western Isles’ Health
Visiting Team and local Action for
Children staff, Buggy Buddies is aimed at
parents and carers of babies and toddlers
in buggies, prams, or carriers, and meets
weekly throughout the summer months.

Patient feedback has also been extremely positive,
with individuals stating that they have been ‘very
happy’ with the service, that ‘the whole experience
was excellent’ and that they were ‘very impressed by
the professionalism and care by all’.
Other feedback received included:
“I slept better at home and felt more relaxed on the
morning of my op. Thank you.”
“The whole experience was excellent. I was even
able to meet the anaesthetist to discuss an issue. Was
very grateful to be given this opportunity.”
“Staff were extremely pleasant and provided very
clear information and instruction.”
“They treated me like a complete human being, not
a problem to be fixed. Thank you for this innovation.”

The group meet at Porter's Lodge beside
Stornoway Golf Club car park at 11am
every Tuesday, as group organiser Elaine
MacMillan says: “Buggy Buddies is open to
all parents and carers and is free to attend.
“The group is a great way for baby to
get fresh air within our beautiful Castle
Grounds, whilst parents and carers have
an opportunity for some gentle exercise
together as well as increasing their parent
and baby bonding time.”
Elaine added: “Walking can improve

ACC ES SING HE A LTHCA RE
THE EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT (ED):

ALTERNATIVES:

The ED should only be used for serious and
life threatening illness and injury.

• Self Care: advice at
www.nhsinform.scot

You can help us provide the best possible
care to the most unwell patients by using
the ED only when you need it.

• Pharmacy: for a minor illness
• GP: during business hours
• NHS24 (111): out of hours

wellbeing, improve fitness, and promote
good mental health. It has been
particularly challenging for new parents
and families during the pandemic and
there were not the usual opportunities for
social interaction or group activities with
their babies. We hope that this group will
help our families to take positive steps to
improving their own mental health.
“During the walks we see the potential
for new friendships being forged, which
is particularly beneficial for parents of
similarly aged children to their own.
Developing supportive social networks
with one another can help them cope with
the challenges of parenting.”
Walks are facilitated by a Health Visitor
from NHS Western Isles and a Support
Worker from Action for Children.
For more information contact the
NHSWI Health Visiting Team on (01851)
709842 or email wi.nps@nhs.scot
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Spotlight on
Volunteers Week 2022

022 marked the 38th year of Volunteers’ Week (1-7 June), when organisations
from across the Western recognised the contribution volunteers and thanked
them for all they do.
Organisations across the islands got involved and said thank you. Kathleen Duce,
Volunteer Centre Development Worker said: “The contribution of volunteers is often
unseen and unrecognised by many, visible only through the incredible impact of
their volunteering. Within every local community, volunteering takes place formally,
through the incredible work of organisations and groups but also informally through
acts of kindness, between individuals (who are not friends and family). We must
recognise the wide spectrum of volunteering. What better way to than to say Thank
you to our local volunteers during Volunteers Week – we were delighted to see the
high number of organisations taking part this year.”

“A

my
has
been
volunteering
with
us for a few hours a week
since November 2021. She
is a delight to have as part
of the team. She is reliable,
committed, lovely to the
customers and has such
a bubbly personality. She
is also on our Shop Work
Accreditation
Programme
(SWAP)
which
helps
volunteers develop retail
skills while volunteering
which is a great steppingstone
for her future.”

T

o celebrate Volunteers week 2022 and to say
“Thank you” to some of the local volunteers in
Harris, the Volunteer Centre held an afternoon tea in
the Harris Hotel on Wednesday 1st June.

Volunteer Stories

- Mairi Munro (Manager)

Ronan has now volunteered over 800hours in many places in
Uist. Tagsa Uibhist Community Gardens group, Caraidean Uibhist,
Uist and Barra Foodbank the Youth Climate Action Group Western
Isles & Uist Local Energy Plan to name a few!
Ronan says "I highly recommend Volunteering because you gain
so much from it and all the awesome friends you make. One of the
biggest thing is my confidence has grown hugely. Bonus point is you
will definitely stand out on your CV."
The Summit Award is for an outstanding contribution to
volunteering. It is awarded to recognise those who have not only
completed 200 hours but have exceeded expectations.
If you are aged between 12-25 and wish to volunteer, just click
on the link here https://saltireawards.scot/sign-up to start your own
"My Saltire" journey
Want to speak to a real person about Saltire Awards? Contact us
via saltire@volunteercentrewi.org

“I am registered blind
but that does not stop me
volunteering any differently
from anyone else. It has
helped my confidence,
meeting new people and
learning new skills” - Amy
Maclean

There are so many volunteers in Harris that work tirelessly
behind the scenes, Thank you, to you all!!

S

cott Mcminn was a GP on Barra who retired last year. Since then, he
has been volunteering in the new Café at Gàradh a' Bhàgh a' Tuath
in Barra. Very often he is asked ‘how are you enjoying your retirement?’
and his reply is always the same – he loved his job but is enjoying his
retirement very much. He appreciates the flexibility to go to see family,
being able to surf when the swell arrives and loves volunteering at the
‘polytunnels café’
Scott says volunteering on a Wednesday and Thursday gives him a
structure to his week, the chance to meet people, be part of a team
and to help people in the community by preparing food for them in
the café. (He also likes the opportunity to road test the cakes!)

P

Next up was the wonderful group of 7 pupils from Sir E
Scott that keep the community informed with the termly
updates in their local community newsletter. This group
have volunteered their time to keep anyone who is not on
social media or doesn’t have a child in school up to date on
the pupils’ happenings within the school. They have been
a superb bunch to work with and it was with great pleasure
that Kathleen presented them with their Volunteer Centre
‘Callanish’ award for volunteering.
Kathleen also had the pleasure of presenting Amy MacKenzie
with a 100hr volunteering Saltire Award. The Saltire Awards are
the Scottish Government's way of celebrating, recognising and
rewarding the commitment, contribution and achievements of
young volunteers in Scotland, aged between 12 and 25. Amy
has been volunteering most Fridays down in the Leverhulme
Hub charity shop, Aὸsd is Ur, since October ‘21. She was also
helping us hold our Share and Care café by being on hand with
the tea making and setting up for those events.

Amy will soon have
completed her British Red
Cross Work Accreditation
Programme as well as
gaining Saltire Awards. She
has already completed 25
hours and is now aiming for
50 hours.

ictured here is Ronan MacPhee from Uist who is being presented
with the Summit Award from Alasdair Allan MSP and the Volunteer
Centre Western Isles Development worker for Uist Vicki Manchester
who has supported Ronan through his volunteering journey. The Saltire
Summit is a prestigious national award in recognition of an outstanding
contribution to volunteering

One such volunteer is John Murdo Morrison who has been
volunteering, in various formal and informal ways, since his
teenage years! During the event, Volunteer Centre Development
Worker, Kathleen Duce, expressed the islands gratitude to him
for all his time and effort in helping to make Harris a place to be
very proud off. You just have to look at the beautiful War Memorial
& its garden, to appreciate how much volunteering goes on in the
background! John Murdo said “I must admit that recognition by
fellow islanders is a joy and tremendous inspiration”

Of course, you don’t need to be retired to volunteer, but for
anyone retired or nearing retirement Scott would thoroughly
recommend considering volunteering – there are lots of volunteering
opportunities across the Western Isles.
Anyone wondering what these opportunities may be or how their
interests or skills may fit would be welcome to contact Volunteer
Centre Western Isles, using the details below.

www.tsiwi.org

Pictured are the youth
writing group receiving
their Callanish awards,
John Murdo with his
granddaughter Flora, who
has started volunteering
at a younger age than
John Murdo and Amy
with her fellow volunteers
at the charity shop and
volunteers
from
the
Rionnagan Og group.
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New chapter
for Year of Stories

New books at Western Isles Libraries
FICTION

SAUNDERS, Frances Stonor The suitcase: six attempts to cross a border
Deeper into the woods

WARD, Lucy

The empress and the English doctor: how
Catherine the Great defied a deadly virus

LEE, Jonathan L.

Afghanistan: a history from 1260 to the
present

Dream Town

BLAKE, Fanny

A summer reunion

General Fiction

BLAKE, Fanny

The long way home

General Fiction

BOYLE, Kenny

The tick and the tock of the crocodile clock
General Fiction

BULLEN, Graham

The Broch

General Fiction

CALLANAN, Liam

Paris by the book

General Fiction

DAVE, Laura

The last thing he told me

Thriller

LATIMER, Rupert

Murder after Christmas

Crime

LUCAS, Rachael

The village green bookshop

THOMAS, Jo

Escape to the French farmhouse
Fiction

WEAVER, Tim

The shadow at the door: four stories four
cases one connection
Thriller

AINSWORTH, Eve

All to play for

City on fire

BELFER, Lauren

Ashton Hall

General fiction

LONG, David

Tutankhamun’s treasure

Junior history

SLAUGHTER, Karin

Girl, forgotten

WHITELAW, Jonathan

The Bingo hall detectives

WINSLOW, Don

Thriller

PAVEY, Ruth

BALDACCI, David

Comann Eachdraidh
Sgire a' Bhac

The Gress and Upper Coll land raids, 1919-1922

MACLEOD, Malcolm

Callum's shenanigans and mishaps:
(memories from the croft and beyond)

General Fiction

E-BOOKS

General

Thriller

NON FICTION
GALL, Gregor ed.

A new Scotland: building an equal, fair and
sustainable society

BOGGIE, Paul

Heroin to hero

PLOKHY, Serhii

Atoms and ashes: from Bikini Atoll to
Fukushima

DAVIS, Mick

The awful killing of Sarah Watts: a story of
confessions, acquittals and jaibreaks

SECRET Barrister

Nothing but the truth: stories of crime, guilt
and the loss of innocence

SAMUEL, Julia

Every family has a story: how we inherit love
and loss

DAHLSTROM, Neil

Tractor wars: John Deere, Henry Ford,
International Harvester, and the birth of
modern agriculture

LEWIS-STEMPEL, John

LOCAL HISTORY

The sheep's tale: the story of our most
misunderstood farmyard animal

(now on BorrowBox)
Junior fiction

Psychological fiction
Crime

E-AUDIOBOOKS
FALLON, Jane

Just got real

MORPURGO, Michael

The Birthday duck

OKOGWU, Tolá

Onyeka and the Academy of the Sun
fantasy

TYLER, Anne

French braid

Historical fiction

WEIR, Andy

The Martian

Science-fiction

Junior

monthlyTech & gaming

Cycling Weekly

weekly Sports

HELLO! Magazine

weekly Celebrity & gossip

MACLEAN, Gary

Gary Maclean's Scottish kitchen: timeless
traditional and contemporary recipes

GRIGSON, Sophie

A curious absence of chickens: a journal of
life, food and recipes from Puglia

PHILLIPS, Barnaby

Loot: Britain and the Benin Bronzes

SMITH, Ian

A full back slower than your average prop

CONN, Stewart ed.

Other worlds: an anthology of Scottish island
poems

MCNISH, Hollie

Slug

SOUDEE, Guirec

A sailor, a chicken, an incredible voyage: the
seafaring adventures of Guirec and Monique

Berserk, vol 1

Dark Horse

IRVINE, Peter

Scotland the best: the islands

The Crater

Digital Manga Young adults - anthology horror

LOWE, Rebecca

The slow road to Tehran: a revelatory bike
ride through Europe and the Middle East

The Fence #1

BOOM! Studios
adventure

HOLLIS, Leo

Inheritance: the tragedy of Mary Davies:
property and madness in eighteenth-century
London

Sonic the hedgehog, vol 1 Fallout IDW

National Geographic Kids monthlyJunior & teens
monthlyHealth & fitness, Travel & outdoor

NEW! E-COMICS, MANGA,
GRAPHIC NOVELS
(on LibraryPass)

Adults - action, horror

Young adults - action/

Yen Press

Children - humour

Tarbert Library
01859 502971

01871 817200
:

10am -1pm & 4 - 6pm

Tuesday/Dimàirt

:

10am - 1pm & 4 - 6pm

Wednesday/Diciadain :

10am - 1pm & 4 - 6pm

Wednesday/Diciadain :

10am - 1pm & 4 - 6pm

Thursday/Diardaoin

10am - 1pm & 4 - 6pm

Thursday/Diardaoin

:

10am - 1pm & 4 - 6pm

10am -1pm

Saturday/Disathairne

:

10am -1pm

Tuesday/Dimàirt

Saturday/Disathairne

:
:

Stornoway Library

Liniclate Library
01870 603691

01851 822744
Tuesday/Dimàirt

:

10am - 5pm

Tuesday/Dimàirt

:

inspiration for well-known books and films,
visitor attractions that showcase our literary
and storytelling heritage and all kinds of places
and spaces where stories, old and new, can be
enjoyed.

Events across Scotland will bring people
together to share their stories and host celebrations
following a hugely popular second round of the
Community Stories Fund.

The Community Stories Fund has been designed
to support organisations and community groups to
take part in and celebrate the year, spotlighting the
unique stories that matter to them. The fund is being
delivered in partnership between VisitScotland
and Museums Galleries Scotland with support
from National Lottery Heritage Fund, thanks to
National Lottery players. Additional funding was
secured from National Lottery Heritage Fund
and Scottish Government after communities
across Scotland responded enthusiastically to the
Community Stories opportunity.

In this final round, over £545,000 of funding
has been awarded across 136 projects which join
the 45 projects confirmed earlier this year in the
first round of funding, taking total support for
the Community Stories programme to more than
£740,000.
The 181 community projects and 21 largerscale events supported through the Year of Stories
Open Fund represent a bumper programme of
activity to celebrate the Themed Year.
Scotland’s Year of Stories spotlights, celebrates
and promotes the wealth of stories inspired by,
written, or created in Scotland.  Every community
has its own tales to tell, places to highlight as

Community Stories events will take place in
every region of Scotland, including a project
from Ness Historical Society/Comunn Eachdraidh
Nis which will present Ri tac an teine (By the
Fireside), a series of four Gaelic events sharing
and recording unforgettable stories from Lewis.

FEATURED TITLES
Murder after Christmas
by Rupert Latimer
"A war's on and a murder has been committed – and
we sit here talking nonsense about almond whirls and
mince pies!"
Good old Uncle Willie – rich, truculent and seemingly
propped up by his fierce willpower alone – has come
to stay with the Redpaths for the holidays. It is just their
luck for him to be found dead in the snow on Boxing
Day morning, dressed in his Santa Claus costume and
seemingly poisoned by something in the Christmas
confectionery. As the police flock to the house, Willie's
descendants, past lovers and distant relatives are drawn
into a perplexing investigation to find out how the old
man met his fate, and who stands to gain by such an
unseasonable crime.
First published in 1944, Murder After Christmas is
a lively riot of murder, mince pies and misdirection,
cleverly twisting the tropes of Golden Age detective
fiction to create a pacey, light-hearted package
admirably suited for the holiday season.

The slow road to Tehran:
a revelatory bike ride through
Europe and the Middle East
by Rebecca Lowe

Children - gaming & sci-fi

Western Isles Libraries
Castlebay Library

ales from every corner of Scotland will
be shared this year as more than 100 new
projects were announced on Friday June 10 as
part of the Year of Stories 2022 Community
Stories programme.

Junior fiction

Edge

Yotsuba&! Vol 1

T

Humorous fiction

E-MAGAZINES

Reader’s Digest UK

07/07/22 - 03/08/22

10am - 1 pm & 4 - 6pm

Wednesday/Diciadain :

1pm - 5pm

Wednesday /Diciadain :

10am -1pm

Thursday/Diardaoin

:

10am - 5pm

Thursday/Diardaoin

:

10am - 1pm & 4 - 6pm

Friday/ Dihaoine

:

10am - 5pm

Friday/Dihaoine

:

10am -1pm & 2.30 - 5pm

Saturday/Disathairne

:

10am - 4pm

Saturday/Disathairne

:

10am - 3.30pm

One woman, one bike and one richly entertaining,
perception-altering journey of discovery.
In 2015, as the Syrian War raged and the refugee crisis
reached its peak, Rebecca Lowe set off on her bicycle
across the Middle East. Driven by a desire to learn more
about this troubled region and its relationship with the
West, Lowe's 11,000-kilometre journey took her through
Europe to Turkey, Lebanon, Jordan, Egypt, Sudan, the
Gulf and finally to Iran.
It was an odyssey through landscapes and history that
captured her heart, but also a deeply challenging cycle
across mountains, deserts and repressive police states
that nearly defeated her. Plagued by punctures and
battling temperatures ranging from -6 to 48C, Lowe was
rescued frequently by farmers and refugees, villagers
and urbanites alike, and relied almost entirely on the
kindness and hospitality of locals to complete this living
portrait of the modern Middle East.
This is her evocative, deeply researched and often very funny
account of her travels – and the people, politics and culture she encountered.

Don’t forget to look at our eBooks and eAudio titles as well – new titles are added every month

Search the library catalogue online – www.cne-siar.gov.uk/library
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Business support
where and when
you need it
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SUPPORT
Business
GatewayTO
canBUSINESSES
help you plan, adapt and grow.
FROM SKILLS

DEVELOPMENT SCOTLAND
• Webinars
• 1:1 Business Advice
SDS To
have
the
• Planning
Startrecently announced
• DigitalBoost
Connect with us at
extension
of their Flexible• Market
TrainingReports
• Local
Office Business
bgateway.com
Opportunities programme •toResearch
March Service
Support
2012. Businesses (ranging from soleTel: 01851
traders to companies of up to 150
822775
employees) can approach SDS to check
OUTER HEBRIDES BUSINESS GATEWAY is a Comhairle based service
their eligibility for support with improvoffering a range of support and advice to individuals setting up or
ing the skills and qualications of staff.
developing business enterprises across the islands. To further discuss
The benets of ongoing training develyour ideas and requirements and to nd out your eligibility for additional
opment are invaluable for all businesses
assistance please call our local ofce and we will be pleased to direct
and individual employees and SDS
you to one of our advisers - 01851 822 775.
usiness Gateway is here to help you and your business as the economy moves to recover
endeavours
to
make
the
process
of
from the impacts of COVID-19. Our advisers continue to be able to offer support
more
and guidance and the Business Gateway website istraining
regularlymuch
updated
with aaffordable
wide rangeand
HELP REDUCE ENERGY
CREATIVE & CULTURAL
accessible.
Up
to
March
eligible
of relevant advice and information. These include business contingency, digital 2012
platforms,
BUSINESSES…
CONSUMPTION IN THE
willcontent
qualifycan
forbe
upfound
to 50%
trading online, working from home, HR and more. businesses
All this useful
at of
should take full advantage of the extremely
www.bgateway.com, where you will also find helpful
webinars
the£500
latestper
updates
on up
training
costsand
(max
course),
ISLANDS
useful range of information, advice and
financial support for businesses.
greenspaceLive, along with CnES, are
to 10 training courses (max £5000 total
resources that are available through the
participating in the European Commission
per business).
To find out how Business Gateway can supportfunding
your business,
please contact us on
Cultural Enterprise Ofce. Businesses
funded project ISLEPACT (www.islepact.
businessgateway@cne-siar.gov.uk or 01851 822775. http://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.
operating in these areas can access relevant
eu) which involves reviewing energy
Please follow us on Facebook to be kept informed ofco.uk/our-services/services-forour latest updates: www.facebook.com/
information by visiting the website www.
consumption within participating island
BusinessGatewayOuterHebrides/
culturalenterpriseofce.co.uk, subscribing
employers/encourage-employees-tocommunities. The aim of the ISLEPACT
to their monthly newsletter or calling their
develop-new-skills.aspx
project is to reduce EU island energy
free advice line 0844 544 9990.
SDS are also pleased to be chamconsumption by over 20% for 2020 as well as
protecting their ecosystems and enhancing
pioning the Employer Recruitment
EXPORTING FROM THE UK
their local economic development.
Incentive which provides a nancial
In order to accurately capture the energy
OR HOPING TO?
incentive of up to £2,000 to businesses
consumption within the Outer Hebrides in Smart Exporter is a programme of support
that offer a Modern Apprenticeship or
the private sector, we have composed a to businesses in Scotland who are exporting
general employment to young peoshort survey which we would appreciate if or would like to begin doing so. Delivered
ple.businesses
For many
young people,
nding
his is a great opportunity for local food and drink
to showcase
their wares
you took the time to ll in:
by Scottish Development International
a job
a on
real30challenge
for those
and to meet other producers. The next two events
willisbe
July and 2and
December
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/7FND5Y9 (SDI) the programme provides support
with
needs,
or those
in the Tarbert Community Centre. To find out more,
andadditional
to book a support
place, email
organiser
This will take no longer than 5 minutes to for businesses who are at various stages
trying to overcome specic barriers,
Chris Loye on flavour.scot@gmail.com.
complete.
of their international development through
it is even more difcult to nd training
Helping us at this stage is not without a package of training, events, strategic
or employment that allows them to get
potential benet to yourself and your development and specialist advice.
off to the right start in life. For more
business, as participation helps draw For more information please visit:
information please visit
a more accurate picture of energy www.smartexporter.co.uk
consumption within the private sector in the
http://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.
Outer Hebrides and the next stage of the
co.uk/our-services/services-forHEALTH & SAFETY
ISLEPACT
project looks at ways to reduce
a critical contribution
to the
employers/engage-in-industryEXECUTIVE
– UPDATE
survey from Business Gateway, and provide
energyScotland’s
consumption
and may
opensupport
paths to Scottish economy which will be vital as
national
business
recognised-training/employerBULLETINS
funding,
grants or guidance to reduce your
cottish businesses of all sizes are now able to access financial support to help with the
country continues
to recovercan
fromnow
the sign
agency, has revealed that 70% of women the
Businesses
and individuals
recruitment-incentive.aspx
company’s
energy consumption, helping
purchase of a used electric vehicle. Businesses must have been trading for at least a year
who run a business in Scotland believed pandemic.”
up
for
regular
updates
by
email
from
the
For amore
information please contact
you keep your overheads down
to be eligible and the vehicle should be purchased from
dealership.
they had what it takes, and this was the
Health
& Safety
However,
despite Executive.
a belief in their abilities,
Skills Development Scotland on:
To find out more, visit https://findbusinessupport.gov.scot/service/funding/used-electric-vehiclesprimary factor behind their decision to set when
http://www.hse.gov.uk/new/ebulletins/
asked about the primary challenges
for-businesses.
01851 708 908 or 0800 783 6000
faced
stated a ‘fear of
failure’ or
lack of cally
Their75%
construction
Infonet
is a speci
up on their own.
funding
main drawbacks.
gearedas thetowards
businesses in the
Respondents highlighted confidence in
CHEQUE GUARANTEE
construction
sector,
to register:
Over a third (39%)
of women
statedhttp://www.
a ‘fear
existing skills, knowledge, and experience
SCHEME ENDS
ofhse.gov.uk/construction/infonet.htm
failure’ was the main challenge faced when
as key motivators when it came to launching
REDUCE
starting their own business, followed by 36%
their
businesses. THE RISK OF
According to recent research by the UK
YOUR
BUSINESS BEING
NEW
FUNDING
of funding
was the primary
Payments Administration 1 in 4 people
The survey, which reviewed challenges who felt a lack
AFFECTED
BY
CRIME…
challenge.
This
is
reflected
in
the findings as
INFORMATION
RESOURCE
facing women starting and growing their
are unaware that the Cheque Guarantee
38% of women
used
their savings instead
by
visiting
the
government
website
www.
FOR
COMMUNITY
businesses,
was
completed
by
356
women
Card Scheme is to be closed on 30th June
of applyingORGANISATIONS
for external funding when they
crimereduction.gov.uk/businesscrime.
business owners in Scotland.
2011. Banks and building societies will be
started their business.
There
you
will

nd
a
host
of
information
The
Comhairle
has recently launched a
aste Harris is conducting a survey of food and drink
businesses
in Harris to
oninform
the difficulties
A further 59% of respondents highlighted
contacting
customers
them that it
onthat
howrunning
to be vigilant
to the
risks enabled
of crime new
Gillian
Timmons,
said, will
“Wehelp
know
that
resource
which
community
of attracting staff this year. The results will help
with
assessing
the
impact
any
shortages
their
own
business
will no longer be possible to guarantee a that could affect your business – including funding is a crucial factor for people who want
and voluntary organisations identify funding
are having on local businesses.
them to make better use of their skills and
cheque by handing over a card carrying the fraud and cybercrime. A useful leaet to start their own business. With connections
sources for local projects, visit:
expertise. A high percentage of respondents
To complete the survey, visit https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TasteHarrisStaff.
Scheme’s ‘Shakespeare’ logo. UKPA esti- summarising
Scotland’s support network, our
this advice
Keep across
were also interested
in more‘Business:
tailored support
http://www.cne-siar.gov.uk/
are extremely knowledgeable about
mates that a quarter of all UK businesses Crime
Out Of
is saying
also this
available
from advisers
for women,
withIt’
82%
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POST-COVID SUPPORT
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HEBRIDES BUSINESS DIRECTORY is a free online bu
RECOVERY GRANT SCHEME
(CERGS)
said, “Launching your own business can be
daunting and stressful, and it’s to be expected
that business owners experience self-doubt
and a fear of failure as they start on their own.

grant funding. We would encourage everyone
in this position to contact their local office
and see what is right for them.
Other challenges included a lack of

resource available “Despite
to business
throughout
professional the
support islands.
or mentors (28%), To lo
this, it is extremely positive to see
childcare
or
family
reasons
(18%) and bias
ERGS is designed to help the local economy recover from COVID by supporting
so many women
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businesses and social enterprises with grant funding toavailable
aid recover, build resilience
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For
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expertise and skillset. Female-led
start-ups
www.businesshebrides.co.uk
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01851
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for fur
https://www.bgateway.com/
The following awards are potentially available:
• £20,000 for existing businesses

account for 48% of the start-ups we support

• £10,000 for new businesses
Businesses and owners must be based in the Outer Hebrides and applicants must be able to fully
fund the project until the grant can be claimed. Payments will only be released upon submission
of proof of payment. The funding cannot go towards items or services that have already been
purchased.
Please note tourism accommodation projects are ineligible for support.
To find out more, contact us on businessgateway@cne-siar.gov.uk.

Find us on Facebook – search for Business Gateway Outer Hebrides
Online Local Business Directory – go to: www.businesshebrides.co.uk
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Business support
where and when
you need it
Running a business or
looking to start one?
Business Gateway can help
you plan, adapt and grow.

07/07/22 - 03/08/22

•1:1 advice
•Local support
•Webinars
•Online resources
•Digital upskilling

Connect with us at bgateway.com/outer-hebrides
Contact us on 01851 822775 or
businessgateway@cne-siar.gov.uk
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