18 Bells Road,
Stornoway, HS1 2RA

Kitchen
Design, supply
& Installation

www.opuscarpentry.co.uk
Email: kitchens.opuscarpentry@gmail.com

Tel: 07774 149 563
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MONTHLY
Thursday March 3rd to
Wednesday April 6th

2022

Harris Tweed direct from
The Shawbost Mill
25 North Beach Street, Stornoway, HS1 2QX
www.harristweedhebrides.com
t: 01851 700 046
e: retail@harristweedhebrides.com

AUTOPARTS
Island Road, Stornoway HS1 2RD
T: 01851 706939
E: sales@aps-direct.co.uk
W: www.autoparts-stornoway.com
Monday to Friday 8am - 5.30pm
Saturday 9am - 5pm

FIND US ON FACEBOOK

THE WESTERN ISLES
PREMIER PARTS RETAILER

£156,399 now WON in Prizes
£306,771 raised for our Islands

3 Cash Prizes EVERY Saturday
PLUS Monthly BONUS Prizes
The power of nature…around the Butt of Lewis lighthouse during recent storms.
By photographer Chris Murray https://www.facebook.com/william.murray.562.

22 Francis
Street
Office
opening hours
are now
9am to 2pm,Stornoway
Monday to Friday
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STORE 67

Isle of
Lewis
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704949

HS1 2NB
www.rmkgroup.co.uk
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• Insurance Services
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• Risk Management
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Management
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www.rmkgroup.co.uk
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4949
h & Safety
• Excellent ADVICE
Service
p.co.uk
TRUST
YOU CAN

ADVICE

WINDOWS LTD

Road Stornoway Isle of Lewis HS1 2RF
•Rigs
Tel:Risk
01851 705919 Management
Fax: 01851 704743
Email: a.clinton@btconnect.com

•Hormann
Health & Safety
LAMINATED PINE,
Garage
Doors

TRUST

703646

KENNET
HM S
| -S
TCOL IRNN
WGA
CA
P ITN G
CY
G -O
YO
A -Y , H S 1 2 D S

VISIT US: MONDAY TO SATURDAy, 10am-5pm
BEACH- ECO LIVING

67 KENNETH ST | STORNOWAY, HS1 2DS

CHRISTM
S TUESDAY
S A VTOI SATURDAY,
N G S 10AM-5PM
CLUB OPEN!
VISITAUS:

C A L L : 0YOUR
7 9 2 2ADVENTURES
0 6 1 8 1 3 START
/ 0 1 HERE!
851 705881
EMAIL: STORE67ENQUIRIES@GMAIL.COM

@store67_sy

67 KENNETH ST | STORNOWAY, HS1 2DS

VISIT US: MONDAY TO SATURDAy, 10am-5pm

CHRISTMAS SAVINGS CLUB OPEN!

OPENING HOURS Mon - Fri 8am-5.30pm Saturday 9am-5pm

www.hic-stornoway.com

LARGE STOCK,
VARIOUS SIZES

www.westernisleslottery.co.uk

Ticket Line 0300 30 20 444

7 James Street, Stornoway HS1 2QN

The Credit Union
forADVICE
the Highlands
YOU CAN
& Islands
TRUST
website: www.hi-scot.com
email: info@hi-scot.com
tel: 01851 701865

Highlands & Islands
Financial Advice Ltd

20 Bells Road

STORE 67

MORE ON PAGE 6

Clinton
•Angus
Insurance
Services

YOU CAN

FOR THE FIRESIDE

Join , Win & Support

Mann Judd Gordon
● Chartered Accountants
● Registered Auditors
● Business Advisers

Are you ready for MTD
for VAT from April 2022?
If not, please get in touch on

Tel: 01851 702335

Providing advice you
can trust for over 30 years

• Retirement Planning
• Income in Retirement
• Investments
• Life assurance
• Estate & Inheritance Tax Planning

Call Frazer on 01851 871057
or 07786 274720
Email frazer.mackenzie@mandg.com
Web www.mandgwealth.com/
highlandsandislandsfinancialadvice

SKIP HIRE

Open/closed skips
• METAL RECYCLING
2a Rigs Road, Stornoway, HS1 2RF
Tel: 01851 705155
Email: info@angusmaciver.co.uk
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Thinking
about
Fostering?

03/03/22 - 06/04/22

PUBLIC NOTICES
COMHAIRLE NAN EILEAN SIAR
PIER & HARBOUR
RATES AND DUES

At Comhairle nan Eilean Siar
we are looking for foster carers to meet
the needs of those children who are
unable to live with their birth families

APRIL 2022 to MARCH 2023
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar as Harbour Authority for 32 Harbours
throughout the Western Isles is empowered to levy dues under
Section 26 (2) of the Harbours Act 1964 and Sections 25 - 33
of the Harbours, Docks and Piers Clauses Act 1847. Vessels
which want to use or are laid up at any of the Comhairle’s Piers
& Harbours are subject to paying dues.

If you want more information then
please contact us on 01851 705080

email: fosteringandadoption@cne-siar.gov.uk

We are also looking for Supported
Lodging providers in the near future

It should be noted that Harbour Office staff will be visiting
piers and identifying non-payers. They may then be liable
to paying 3 times what would have originally been required.
Persistent, non-compliant vessels may also be removed from
our Harbours at the owner’s expense.

MARION MACINNES
MARION
MACINNES
ELLIE DONNELLY
(LOCALITY
LEADER)
(DEMENTIA
ADVISOR)
ELLIE
DONNELLY
(DEMENTIA
ADVISOR)
(LOCALITY LEADER)
(DEMENTIA ADVISOR)
07771925730
07500 762041
07500
762041 edonnelly@alzscot.org
07771925730
07500 762041
mmacinnes@alzscot.org
edonnelly@alzscot.org
mmacinnes@alzscot.org
edonnelly@alzscot.org

PLEASE REGISTER YOUR VESSEL
USING THE LINK BELOW:

Free 24 Hour Dementia Helpline 0808 808 3000
Free 24
Hour
Dementia
0808soon.
808 3000
Keep
safe!
We hopeHelpline
to see you
Keep
safe!
We
hope
to
see
you
soon.
Scottish Islands Explorer Magazine shows you

https://forms.cne-siar.gov.uk/form/auto/piers_vessel_reg

www.justgiving.com/fundraising/alzheimer-scotland-western-isles-locality
HOW TO DONATE: www.justgiving.com/fundraising/marion-macinnes5

the
wonders
of the Scottish islands from the
HOW
TO DONATE:
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/marion-macinnes5

OR CONTACT:

Scottish Islands Explorer Magazine shows you
the wonders of the Scottish islands from the
comfort of your home. SCOTTIS

Tel: 01851 822662

comfort of your home.

EXPLORING THE

EXPLORER
Subscribe to the hard
copy or digital copy at
www.scottishislandsexplorer.com
or buy a one-off copy at
Bute’s West
Island Way
Subscribe
to the hard copy or the digital
copy at
www.etsy.com/uk/shop/
www.scottishislandsexplorer.com or buy a one-off copy at
StornowayMedia
www.etsy.com/uk/shop/StornowayMedia
VOL. 23 NO. 133

02>

9 771476 646047

23rd year of publication

February / March

Islands in
the stream

Cumbraes,
Great & Small

Isle of Mull,
east to west

From Lewis to
Isle of Man

Eilean nan Ròn
recalled

at 7.30pm on
Tuesday 15 March 2022
within the Clubhouse,
Bayhead Stornoway.

All Club members and members of the
public are cordially invited to attend.

The Fáilte Centre
Has started back and

e-mail: harbourmaster@cne-siar.gov.uk

2022 £4.95

Friday nights 6pm - 9pm

BY ORDER OF THE HARBOUR MASTER

Medieval
Finlaggan

Kelp industry
across isles

D

Friends of The Nicolson

A charitable trust to assist pupils of The Nicolson Institute

Find out how you can help advance the next
generation of Nicolson pupils at www.fotn.org.uk

S

welcomes musicians,
singers and audiencesS
on

ISLANDS OF SCOTLAN

H ISLANDS

On board the
Waverley

Stornoway Bowling Club will be
holding its Annual General Meeting

https://www.cne-siar.gov.uk/roads-travel-and-parking/
ports-piers-and-harbours/forms-and-documents/

Please contact us
Please contact us
if you need support,
if you need support,
information or advice.
information
or advice.
ELLIE DONNELLY

E DEVOTED TO

Annual General Meeting

ALL vessel owners wishing to use our facilities, including pier
hard standings, MUST make a declaration to the Harbour
Office in advance at the address below. The schedule of rates
and dues and online payments for 2022-2023 together with
application forms to register your vessel with us can also be
found at:

We are waiting to hear from you

THE ONLY MAGAZIN

Stornoway Bowling Club

Tea, coffees, cakes & biscuits
PLUS A MONTHLY RAFFLE

Bayhead Embankment, Stornoway HD1 2DU
w
office@thefailtecentre.com Mob:
07359171302

Subscribe to the hard copy or the digital copy at
www.scottishislandsexplorer.com or buy a one-off copy at
www.etsy.com/uk/shop/StornowayMedia

w

HOW TO CONTACT US
Editor: Fred Silver
fred@hebevents.com
Design and layout: Andrew Jeffries
info@hebevents.com
Advertising: advertising@hebevents.com
Accounts and invoice queries:
accounts@intermediaservicesstornoway.co.uk
Annie Delin, senior correspondent (Lewis and
Harris): annie@welovestornoway.com
Writers: Katie Macleod, Taylor Edgar
General enquiries: info@welovestornoway.com
Tel: 01851 705743

NEXT EDITION: The deadline for information and advertising submissions is
Tuesday March 29. The newspaper is published on Thursday April 7.

EVENTS is published by Intermedia Services (Stornoway) Church House, 16 James Street, Stornoway HS1 2QN Tel: 01851 705743
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Hjalmar Bjørge off the Flannan Isles (Northern Light Cruising Company)

Expansion for
wildlife adventures
By Annie Delin
A

Stornoway-based wildlife adventure company has expanded
its operation across the Minch, with the acquisition of the
Northern Light Cruising Company.

Western Isles Young Musician of the Year contest 2018

Western Isles
Young Musician of
the Year contest
A

nother familiar event is returning after a long break caused
by the Covid-19 pandemic.

And this year, for the first time, adjudicators will select one young
musician to go on to represent the Western Isles in the national
‘Scottish Young Musicians of the Year’ competition sponsored by the
Music Education Partnership Group.

Date: Saturday 26th March 2022

The volunteer committee of Western Isles Young Musician of the
Year hope to have a bumper crop of entries this year and encourage
all young musicians who wish to enter to do so via the entry forms
on the group’s Facebook page.

Entry forms can be found at -

shorturl.at/clyGU

The Woodlands

Open
all day…
food and
coffee, with
or without
a walk

Venue: St Columba’s Church Hall,
Lewis Street, Stornoway

Centre

ly

This year the musicians will compete for the titles of Young Piper,
Young Singer and Young Musician of the Year.

Western Isles Young Musician
of the Year is encouraging entries for
this years 2022 competition

on

Over the years the competition, whose partners include Comhairle
nan Eilean Siar and the Rotary Club of Stornoway, has expanded to
provide a platform for all school age musicians regardless of musical
genre.

Western Isles Young
Musician of the Year

ath

And because of the remaining COVID-19 regulations, the
competition will take place at a new venue, St Columba’s Church
Hall, in Stornoway on Saturday March 26.

otp

The Western Isles Young Musician of the Year contest is back!

fo

Professional ecologist David Lambie made the announcement of
the expansion on Monday 21 February after completing the purchase
of the Oban-based company from its owner of 27 years, Mark Henrys.
David Lambie already owns the Stornoway company Hebridean
Adventures, which operates the MV Monadhliath from Stornoway
harbour, and a 4x4 wildlife tour company called Skyetours.
Now he’s added the former Norwegian search and rescue vessel
Hjalmar Bjørge, affectionately known by crew and guests alike as
the Halma George, to his portfolio, bringing both the 23ft vessel and
most of her existing crew into the family.
David’s career has spanned conservation and ecology across the
highlands and islands of Scotland, and he sees the purchase as a
perfect opportunity to complement the existing whale, dolphin and
wildlife watching operated by Hebridean Adventures with longer
trips on the Hjalmar Bjørge.
He said: “It feels like an honour and a privilege to ‘inherit’ such
a prestigious little ship. I have seen the Hjalmar Bjørge travelling
around in past years and never thought that sometime in the future I
would be a part of her life.
“The opportunity seemed perfect as our existing wildlife cruise
company is doing well and I felt that both the two vessels, and the
two companies, were a good complement to each other, based at the
north and south ends of the Hebrides.”
David said he had ideas for the future based around the existing
cruises, such as extending the season beyond September, while
favourites such as North Rona, the Flannans and St Kilda would be
very much part of the programme.
He said: “Crucial to all this is a dedicated and professional crew
and operations staff. It was important to me that many of the familiar
faces returned with the boat, and I am so pleased to have such a great
team continuing with us into the future.”
In his signing off message from the Northern Light Cruising
Company, founder owner Mark Henrys looked back over 27 years
of operation. “Hjalmar Bjørge commenced operation in 2002 and
remains the envy of our competitors. She is renowned as a sturdy
and seaworthy vessel – to date her record of getting out to St Kilda is
unrivalled, we have logged over 365 days at anchor there!
“Our cruises have ventured beyond Scotland, from Rockall,
Iceland, Faroes, Norway, Ireland through to Shetland and Orkney.
We’ve been fortunate to have employed many talented and wonderful
characters, to all of them I offer my most sincere thanks, we’ve shared
some great times and I retain many happy memories.
“Our wonderful guests have enriched our cruises with their
knowledge, humour, music and very occasionally magic. To all,
thank you for your support and company.”

Castle Grounds
Winter hours: Monday to Saturday 9.30 to 3.30pm
Photograph courtesy of Colin Cameron

A Stornoway Trust Enterprise

Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright 2016
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SHOPPING IN OUR COMMUNITIES
Stornoway

John Morrison,

Christian Bookshop

Main Street, Tarbert

Newsagents - Grocers - Quality home-baking

30 Kenneth Street, Stornoway | 01851 703334

fresh fruit and vegetables, greetings cards
Free deliveries in Tarbert

01859 502319

Open:8.30am - 8.30pm Monday - Saturday

EVENTS available here

• Harris Tweed Store • Harris Tweed Jackets
• Harris Tweed Shoes • Harris Tweed Bags & Gifts
Stornoway

Tarbert
Village

We are
here

e: info@buth-an-rubha.co.uk t: 01851 870713

♦ Hot and cold snacks ♦
♦ Italian coffees ♦ Convenience store ♦
♦ Fresh and frozen produce ♦

Ferry

Leverburgh

Caberfeidh, Tarbert, Isle of Harris,
Western Isles, HS3 3DJ
Tel: 01859 502040/
01859 502505
Open: Mon-Sat 9am - 5.30pm
info@harristweedisleofharris.co.uk
www.harristweedisleofharris.co.uk

Mother’s Day - 27th March

• Cards • Gifts • Books • Gift Vouchers
Colossians 3 v 23 & 24

Check out our website:
www.stornowaychristianbookshop.co.uk

OPENING HOURS 10am-1pm 2pm-5pm Mon - Sat

Furniture and Interior World

Stockists of the best furniture and interior design for over 20 years

OPENING HOURS
Shop: 9am-8pm
Cafe: 9am-5pm
Both closed Sunday

www.facebook.com/buthanrubha

The Harris
Tweed
Hebrides
Mill Shop

Harris Tweed
direct from The
Shawbost Mill
25 North Beach Street, Stornoway HS1 2XQ

Tel: 01851 700046

www.harristweedhebrides.com
retail@harristweedhebrides.com

Divans and bedsteads, full range of quality mattresses including memory foam biggest range available locally. Suites, bedroom and living room ranges available.
Big range of soft furnishings … made-to-measure curtains, curtain rails,
towels, cushions and cushion covers, pillows, duvets and ready-made blinds

an clachan
• Crafts and gifts • Wide range of fresh foods
• newspapers and magazines
• Petrol and Diesel fuel available • Calor gas

John Maher Photography Exhibition

An Clachan, Leverburgh, Isle of Harris HS5 3TS

Tel: 01859 520370

Harris Millennium Tapestry Exhibition

EVENTS available here

7 Inaclete Road, Stornoway

Tel: 01851 703370

Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Saturday
FREE DELIVERY IN LEWIS AND HARRIS

www.furnitureworld.org.uk

03/03/22 - 06/04/22

www.hebevents.com

Lochs Services Ltd
Fuel, Groceries and Café

Cameron Terrace, Leurbost, HS2 9PE

Tel: 01851 860377

Open: Monday-Saturday 6.30am-9pm

UIG COMMUNITY SHOP
AND FILLING STATION
Fuel available out-of-hours with auto-payment
by credit or debit cards 7 days per week.
Launderette - self service or service wash
Eating area - hot drinks machine + microwave
your own snacks

EVENTS - Page 5

FERGUSON’S LTD

OIL & GAS BOILER
SERVICING &
COMMISSIONING
PLUMBING & HEATING

Free-to-use cash machine
Post Office services
Public toilet with baby-changing facilities
Wide range of groceries, fruit and vegetables
Health foods and pharmaceuticals

Opening hours:
Monday-Saturday: 9am-5pm Sunday: CLOSED

Uig Community Shop, Timsgarry, Uig, HS2 9JD Tel: 01851 672444
EVENTS AVAILABLE HERE

THE BALTIC
BOOKSHOP
Roderick Smith Ltd,
8-10 Cromwell Street,
Stornoway HS1 2DA
Tel: 01851 702082

balticbookshop@rsmiths.co.uk

THE

ISLAND SPIRIT
WHISKY SHOP

Whisky, Gin, Rum & Other Spirits,
Fine Wines, Local Craft Beer & Gifts

38 Cromwell Street,
Stornoway HS1 2DD
01851 705705
07555697540

@islandspiritwhisky

The Veggie Box

The freshest fruit and vegetables …from near and far

Stall in Perceval Square

on FRIDAYS from 8am till 2pm
Please get in touch for more details
theveggiebox@hotmail.co.uk or tel: 07810 603188

To advertise
in these
pages call
01851 705743

Call into our showroom
to view our range of wood
and multi fuel stoves.
The ideal way to help heat your
home and save money on fuel bills.
Unit 5, Rigs Road, Stornoway, HS1 2RF
Or call 01851703818
neil@fergusons.uk.com

Page 6 - EVENTS

www.hebevents.com

03/03/22 - 06/04/22

John Maher’s image ‘the girnal’ from his Hebridean Architecture series
Remedial work in progress last month (Jonathon Mackay)

Storm damage at
historic building
By Annie Delin

T

he relentless high winds rolling over the
Western Isles in February took their toll
on a historic South Harris building which has
withstood more than two centuries of storms.
The old grain store at Rodel – also called the
girnal – is a designated building of historic interest,
thought to have been part of a development
programme by Captain Macleod of Harris in the
1780’s.
Macleod had purchased the island from the
Macleods of Harris and had moved there to stay
in about 1782. Visiting traveller J Knox noted the
building in his book The Highlands and Hebrides
in 1786. Knox said that at that time the ground
floor contained a stable and that there was a
blocked window on the front wall.

the Building our Islands arts project devised by An
Lanntair. At that time it was photographed by John
Maher and illuminated with a design of Harris
Tweed as part of the art commission.
Despite its landmark status and local popularity,
it has been long disused and, with a succession of
strong winds last month, the rusting metal sheets
that form the roof loosened and began to detach.
The main road at Rodel in South Harris had to
be closed for a full day in mid-February, while
contractors removed all the panels before they
could be stripped off dangerously by the winds.
Local contractor Jonathon Mackay completed
the careful removal of the whole roof, dropping
the sections into the building itself to be sure they
were made safe.

It’s now described by Historic Environment
Scotland as a category B designated historic
building of two storeys, probably originally
constructed for storage, with slit ventilators in the
wall and a wide cart door.

After finishing the job, Jonathon Mackay posted
pictures of his work, saying: “One less thing for the
wind to be away with. Roof delicately removed
from the gable ends and wall plates before being
gently pressed into the building bit by bit, to be
made safe and no longer a risk for the next spell
of high winds.

In 2016 it featured as part of a Visit Outer
Hebrides architectural trail of the islands, and in

“Credit to whoever put the roof on because you
can’t say it hasn’t stood the test of time until now.”

The power of nature…around the Butt of Lewis lighthouse during recent storms
By photographer Chris Murray https://www.facebook.com/william.murray.562

An image taken during the building our islands project (An Lanntair)
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CROFTING NEWS AND VIEWS MARCH 2022
Crofting Commission ‘below
standard’ says report
T

By Annie Delin

he Crofting Commission had significant and
unacceptable weaknesses in governance
arrangements, according to a report published
on Monday 21 February.

Some of the North Dell cattle with their Nofence collars

Photographs by An Lot/Donald Macsween

Cows go high-tech air An Lot

A

By Annie Delin

new, high-tech solution to protecting both
grazing land and cows has been tried,
tested and approved at An Lot in North Dell,
where ‘geo-fencing’ is helping to manage the
grazing of cattle in a notoriously boggy area.
Donald ‘Sweeny’ Macsween has taken
advantage of the Scottish Government’s crofting
agricultural grant scheme (CAGS) to buy cattle
collars from Nofence Grazing Technology.
He’s so convinced that the innovation has
succeeded that he’s participated in a series of
events, giving other crofters the chance to see the
system in action.
At first glance his cattle seem to be wearing
old-fashion cow bells around their necks, grazing
undisturbed despite what looks to be quite a bulky
necklace.
In fact, the neckwear is a battery-powered
collar, which works together with an app on
Sweeny’s phone to create the geo-fencing – virtual
fences with invisible, crofter-set boundaries.
Sweeny said: “The first thing I do every morning
is to check where the cows are on my phone. Most
crofters who have kept cows know that you’re
always getting the call saying ‘your cows are
out’, but I’ve had these collars since October and
they’ve pretty much ended any cattle escaping
incidents overnight.”
Over recent winter months Sweeny’s cattle
have been grazing on boggy ground near the Loch
Stiapabhat nature reserve. It’s usually an area
that’s dangerous to livestock and is only viable
now due to the collars.

He said: “Initially my motivation for getting
them was to manage the grazing and to keep the
cattle safe, but as I am using them I find more
advantages. I can check where each cow is and I
can see if she hasn’t moved.
“She might be stuck in a bog, she might be dead
or she might just be sheltering from the weather,
but I can go straight to her and check.
“In winter I feed them once a week and there
are three or four spots I go to try and get the food
close to them. Now I can just look on my phone,
see where they are grazing and go to the nearest
point to put food out for them, so it’s saving me
time and making the work more efficient.
“In the summer I could push the boundaries
out and let them go further onto the moor, then
I could use a drone to check them rather than
spending time roaming about on the quad. It’ll be
interesting to see how that develops.”
The purchase of the collars wasn’t cheap, but
the CAGS grant made it possible and Sweeny
thinks it’s an expensive gamble that has paid off.
“Most people use CAGS money for fences and
sheds and such like, but these collars cost me
about £230 each, plus VAT. I got the support from
CAGS and they work so well I have been able to
afford to get another cow.
“The solar-charged battery lasts up to nine
weeks and I can see on the app the status of each
battery. I can already see, as the days get longer,
that they are charging up more and they should
last much longer in the summer.
“I think they are great and can be used to get lots
of neglected, unfenced crofts back into action.”

Sweeny said: “I set a boundary via the app on
my phone and the collars give a mild electric shock
(about one third the power of an electric fence) if
a cow reaches that boundary. It gives three audio
alarms as she approaches, followed by the zap.”

Also welcoming the innovation is the RSPB,
who see geo-fencing as part of a move towards
conservation grazing and are publicising it as part
of the agroecology partnership project ‘facilitating
mindset change.’

As well as managing where the cows go, the
collars feed back information to Sweeny via the
app, which he can check, as he explains ‘without
leaving my bed’ if that’s the way he wants to go.

Meanwhile Nofence, who supplied the equipment,
invited Sweeny to copresent an online seminar in
February, showing how grazing technology can marry
with traditional crofting practice.

RESEARCH
PROVEN

And continuing concerns over how both this
body and others are performing have led the
Scottish Parliament’s public audit committee to
recommend a much wider review of how the
Scottish Government manages its relationship
with public bodies.
Damning conclusions have been drawn by
the committee, which today presented its report
following an audit of the Crofting Commission’s
performance in 2020/21.
During that year, the commission employed an
average of 50.9 whole time equivalent staff and
spent £3.1 million, of which £2.4 million (77%)
went on staff costs.
The audit report completed in August 2021
by the auditor general for Scotland (AGS) found
“…that the leadership and governance of the
Crofting Commission is currently falling below the
standards expected of a public body in Scotland.”

for a more fundamental audit of how sponsorship
arrangements work in Scotland so, rather than
focusing on individual organisations, I am
considering whether it is now time to refresh those
arrangements.”
In today’s report, the public audit committee
says that they are ‘extremely concerned’ to find
that the organisation falls below the standards
expected of a public body in Scotland, given the
important role the Crofting Commission has to
play in supporting the crofting community.
They said: “We are clear that effective
leadership is critical to the delivery of high-quality
public services which meet the needs of users and
also provide good value for money.
“We find the weaknesses in leadership
and governance identified by the AGS to be
unacceptable.”
The Crofting Commission later responded to
the committee’s report with convenor Malcolm
Mathieson saying: “In the months since the report
was released the commission’s board and staff and
our sponsor department (in Scottish Government)
have come together to address the deficiencies
highlighted.

Since August the cross-party parliamentary
committee, which has five members including
convener Richard Leonard MSP, former leader of
Scottish Labour, has been taking further evidence
on the governance of the commission, leading to
today’s publication of a report which raises still
more concerning issues.

“The commission immediately acknowledged
the issues raised by the audit, and we will continue
to work hard to address them.

They include the conclusion that neither the
Scottish Government or the Crofting Commission
took appropriate action to address serious
concerns raised in an earlier independent
governance review in 2016.

“Whilst it is disappointing that the committee
have chosen to link this to concerns that were
raised in 2016, we have moved on and improved
significantly and I hope that is apparent to all
concerned.”

They quote oral evidence from the AGS in
which he referred to: “Strong personalities,
differences of opinion and incongruent individual
priorities (which were) unfortunately, five years
down the line from the 2016 report ….recurring
in the organisation.”

“As an indication of the government’s
confidence in the commission, the recent Scottish
Government budget announcement allocated
additional funds, which will enable us to serve
crofters better.”

Today’s report says: “The committee is therefore
very concerned that these fundamental issues
could reoccur in the future and seeks reassurance
from both organisations that lessons will be
learned to ensure this situation does not arise
again.”
But they also draw a parallel with governance
issues around other bodies, including Bòrd na
Gàidhlig, noting that a review of the Scottish
Government’s relationship with public bodies
is overdue – it was due to be completed in
September 2021.
The AGS told the committee: “The question that
I am left with is whether there is an opportunity

“The issues that have been highlighted in this
report, and the opinions and concerns expressed
by MSPs, are a reminder that the organisation was
not operating as it should.

Bill Barron, chief executive of the Crofting
Commission said: “Clarity of roles was one of
the key concerns of the audit. To provide this
clarity, last month we published a new framework
document which has been agreed by the board,
management and sponsor.
“Increased levels of staffing and the forthcoming
changes to the structures within the organisation,
along with the steady progress that we have
already made towards improvement, exemplify
that we are working positively with auditors and
elected representatives alike.
“The commission will continue to work
to improve our service for crofters and our
organisation as a whole.”

EXTRA HIGH ENERGY

THE PERFECT PARTNER FOR LAMBING.
Costs only 3-5p head/day

+44 016973 32592
info@crystalyx-global.com
Find your nearest stockist
at crystalyx- global.com

Crystalyx
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SAC Agricultural & Conservation Consultants combine local knowledge with
extensive experience and are supported by our team of renowned specialists.
We can assist crofters with business advice on a range of topics to improve profitability

Contact your local SAC office: 01851 703103

Leading the way in Agriculture and Rural Research, Education and Consulting
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Crofting
Services

The Croft House Grant
The Building Block for Retaining Crofting Communities?

C

rofting tenure requires crofters to live within 32 kilometres
of their croft and provide their own housing – where there
is not already adequate housing on the croft. Due to the nature
of crofting as a form of land tenure, and the predominance of
self-build as a means to provide housing, it can be challenging
for crofters to access conventional forms of housing finance.
Also, crofting areas are often located in the most remote areas
of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland. This remoteness, together
with the challenges of terrain, climate and lack of access to utility
services, leads to increased house building and improvement costs.
This Scottish Government-funded arrangement is designed to ease
some of this burden and provide grants for crofters to improve and
maintain the standards of crofter housing. In doing so it attracts and
retains people within the crofting areas of Scotland and helps sustain
crofting as a traditional means of land tenure.

LEVEL OF GRANT
The tables below show the rates of assistance available for the
construction of a new house and the rebuilding and improvement of
an existing house.
The total amount of grant aid you can apply for in any ten year
period is:
High Priority Area:
up to £38,000 		

Standard Priority Area:
up to £28,000

Rebuilding and improvement
Geographical area
Rebuilding and
improvement

High priority

Standard priority

40% of costs up to 40% of costs up to
a maximum grant of a maximum grant of
£28,000
£38,000

New house
Geographical area
New house grant

High priority
£38,000

Standard priority
£28,000

Who is eligible
The Croft House Grant (CHG) is open to:
• a tenant crofter
• an owner-occupier crofter
• a cottar (in the case of cottar applicants, references to “croft”
and “crofter” in this guidance should be read as references to
cottars and holdings occupied by cottars)
All of the above are defined in the Crofters (Scotland) Act 1993 (as
amended) and includes Kyles Crofters.
To be eligible for grant assistance, you must be either ‘inadequately
housed’ or have a need to live on the croft because the type of
agricultural or non-agricultural activities undertaken or proposed
require you to live on the croft. Inadequately housed is defined as
(only one need apply):
• your present accommodation does not provide sufficient
accommodation for you and your immediate family
• your present accommodation does not meet an adequate
standard
• you currently live with parents

• a timber-framed house
Other suitable types will be given individual consideration on a
case-by-case basis.
New houses must be dwelling houses which are fully compliant
with the Scottish Building Standards, available at the Scottish
Government website.
New houses – location
An eligible croft house can be built on land adjoining or adjacent
to the croft or on an apportionment associated with that croft
provided the applicant can demonstrate that this would be a more
feasible option than building on the croft and, in particular, if that
meant that a house would not be built on better quality in-bye land.
Applicants wishing to build on a site adjoining or adjacent to the
croft must be able to provide evidence of ownership of the site at the
point of application.
Applicants wishing to build new houses on apportionments can
only apply for CHG assistance once the apportionment has been
approved by the Crofting Commission and a Final Order has been
issued.
New houses – size
Floor size specification was introduced following consultation
feedback about a proposed limit on overall cost of a house. (see
online www.ruralpayments.org for specific guidance)

Improvements to the original building may include, but are not
limited to:
• replacement of roof covering
• replacement of gutters and down pipes
• provision of, or modification and repairs to chimneys and flues
• repairs to cracks in walls (providing the movement has ceased,
and the cracks are historic – in these cases a structural engineer’s
report may be required)
• provision of chemical damp proof courses (DPCs)
• provision of, or replacement of external rendering, where this is
required to maintain water tightness
• replacement of decayed or undersized structural elements such
as lintels
• repairs to timber roof and floor structure where water ingress or
infestation has led to decay
• provision of, or modification to external walls, and internal
partitions as required to create a functional dwelling house
• provision of thermal and sound insulation to external wall
linings, internal partitions, floors, and roof spaces
• provision of, or replacement of floors, solums and under-floor
ventilation
• lowering external ground levels and provision of external
drainage where required to divert surface water from the building

HOUSE IMPROVEMENTS

• provision of ramps and other means of access

Major house improvements include one of more of the following:

• replacement of doors and windows

• complete refurbishment works

• application of chemical treatment of woodworm and other
infestation

• works which significantly change the internal layout of a house
• works which increase the internal area of a house
Generally, major house improvements are subject to the same
limits on the internal floor area as new houses.
Minor house improvements are lower value works to upgrade one
or more specific part of an existing house and generally the floor area
will not be relevant.
Eligible work – general
Eligible work will bring a house up to an acceptable standard for
habitation, and provide satisfactory accommodation for the resident
crofter and his or her family.
As a general principle, the works which are eligible are those
required to improve an existing building to provide a functional
dwelling house, or part of a dwelling, which complies with the
Scottish Building Standards. These are available at the Scottish
Government website.
Improvement of houses or parts of houses which have become
dilapidated due to neglect or lack of maintenance are not eligible
for CHG funding, except in cases where the croft tenancy, or owner
in the case of owner-occupier crofts, has changed, or the crofter’s
interest in the house has been assigned or transferred to someone
else, and the dilapidated house has new occupants.
Eligible work is further defined in the minor and major
improvements sections.
Minimum value
The minimum value of CHG funded improvement works (including
the crofter’s and CHG contribution) is £8,000 including VAT.
Major improvements
Major improvements may include:

Major house improvements - central heating, hot water and
utility connections
Central heating and hot water systems are eligible for CHG funding
where this is an integral part of major improvement work.
Public / private sewerage, and other public utilities are eligible for
CHG funding.
Minor house improvements
Minor improvements are generally lower value works to upgrade
one or more specific part of an existing house which is, or until
recently has been occupied.
Minor house improvements – eligible works
Generally, eligible minor improvement works are those required
to maintain the weather tight building envelope, or provide the other
minor improvements listed below:
• first time provision of modern fitted kitchens (not replacement,
only where the existing facilities have been judged to be below
tolerable standard, by the RPID buildings officer)
• first time provision of bathrooms, or replacement of new
bathroom suites (where the existing facilities have been judged
to be below tolerable standard, by the RPID buildings officer)
• first time provision of storm porches with floor area not
exceeding four square metres
• first time provision of a central heating system, or replacement of
elements of the system which have come unsafe or un-serviceable
(where supported by a report by a competent person)
• rewiring where the existing wiring has become unsafe or unserviceable (where supported by a report by a competent
person)
• replacement of a roof covering and roof drainage which has
reached the end of its useful life and cannot be economically
repaired

• you currently live in rented accommodation (including council
housing)

1. works to bring existing houses which are below a tolerable
standard to an acceptable condition for habitation

The assisted house must become your only or principal home and
you must intend to work the croft.

2. works to extend houses which are in good condition, but too
small for the crofter and his or her family

• replacement of external doors and windows which have
reached the end of their useful life and cannot be economically
repaired

Major improvements may also convert other buildings not
currently used as houses.

To find out further detail access the Scottish Government website.

NEW HOUSE
Specific references to the building standards are given in italics.
New houses – general
New croft houses may be:
• a traditionally constructed house

Major house improvements – eligible works
All cases will be assessed by a Scottish Government RPID
Buildings Officer, and will be inspected to determine the eligibility
of the proposed improvement work.

www.ruralpayments.org/topics/all-schemes/croft-house-grant/
croft-house-grant-full-guidance/
Iain M Macmillan
Senior Agricultural Consultant
SAC Stornoway
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Scottish Crofting Federation

Crofting matters…from geese to cattle
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By Patrick Krause

EESE: It does seem ungrateful, doesn’t it?
The SCF went to the Scottish Minister for
Environment and Land Reform, Mairi McAllan,
raising the issue of the damage wild geese are
causing to the environment on the Hebridean
crofting islands. We have already made quite
a lot of noise about this, so I won’t repeat it
all, but the point is that goose numbers are
exploding and NatureScot removed all funding
for control of the goose populations.

The response we got was gratifying, with the
Minister announcing, “I understand how serious
the impacts can be for crofting communities, and
for the unique machair habitat and biodiversity that
their traditional form of agriculture supports. That’s
why we are contributing up to £50,000 towards
resident greylag goose control on these islands
over the next two years to mitigate the impact
on agriculture and support unique and important
habitats.”

avoiding disease and optimising productivity.
Veterinary input helps to ensure such plans are
effective and strategic. In line with other UK
assurance schemes, Quality Meat Scotland (QMS)
introduced a requirement for annual veterinary
visits and veterinary sign-off of health plans, to
their cattle and sheep standards, in 2020.
Recognising that the new standards could be
a big change for crofts, a dispensation was made
to provide additional time to adapt. Two years
have passed, and these changes are due to be
implemented in full when the new cattle and sheep
standards go live in April 2022.
To give an overview of the changes SCF hosted
an online event on Monday 28 February at 7pm,
at which Eilidh Corr, Animal Health and Welfare
Specialist for QMS, explained the changes and took
questions. A link can be found on the SCF website
and social media. Don’t go online? We will also
run some ‘village hall’ sessions after lambing.

Registered in Scotland as a Limited Company No: SC218658
Recognised as Scottish Charity No: SC031919
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So why are we ungrateful? It is worth looking
at the figures behind the headline. In fact, only
£6,000 per year is being budgeted for Lewis &
Harris, Uist and Coll & Tiree. As a Uist crofter
said to me, “£6000 to be spent in Uist for this and
next year for shooting will barely keep pace with
expanding numbers as we have seen from the most
recent counts. We and, I dare say, all the areas need
confidence that realistic funding will be available
every year rather than the budget reducing and
stopping again.” He has a point; the budget used
to be £40,000 per year and was reduced to zero,
allowing the rapid increase in the goose population
to present numbers, which cannot be sustained.
COMMISSION: Good news that the Crofting
Commission will be getting additional staff and so
will be able to put more into their Regulation and
Land Use team. We have been very critical of the
lack of commission intervention in ensuring that the
basic duties of a crofter, to be living on or close to
the croft and to be crofting it, are complied with.
Crofts being neglected or completely abandoned
yet held on to when so many folk want to get into
crofting, is a weeping sore on this unique system of
land tenure. The excuse for not regulating has always
been twofold: not enough staff and the law ‘tying our
hands”. So now that there are staff we should see
results – a reminder to crofters to return the Annual
Notice – and we have asked outgoing commissioners
to make a note of changes needed in the law to
enable the commission to regulate effectively.
LIVESTOCK: Health planning is a useful way of
proactively managing livestock health and welfare,

T: 01806 335577
E: info@polycrub.co.uk
www.polycrub.co.uk
Developed 13 years ago.
Great for growing, storage
or small livestock.
CAGS compliant.
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CROFTING NOTICES - MARCH 2022
First Registration
of a Croft

First Registration
of a Croft

First Registration
of a Croft

Mrs Agnes Joan Macmillan has registered their croft,
14 Lower Barvas, Lower Barvas, Barvas, on the
Crofting Register held by the Registers of Scotland.

Mrs Colina Thomson has registered their croft, 31
South Bragar, South Bragar, Barvas, on the Crofting
Register held by the Registers of Scotland.

Margaret Campbell Macleod has registered her
croft, 9 New Garrabost, Stornoway, on the Crofting
Register held by the Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to challenge the
registration may apply to the Scottish Land Court
by 8 November 2022.

Any person who wishes to challenge the
registration may apply to the Scottish Land Court
by 8 November 2022.

Any person who wishes to challenge the
registration may apply to the Scottish Land Court
by 27th October 2022.

Details of the registration can be found at
www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/home.
The croft registration number is C8192.

Details of the registration can be found at
www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/home.
The croft registration number is C8193

Details of the Registration can be found at
wwww.crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/home.
The croft registration number is C8177.

First Registration
of a Croft

First Registration
of a Croft

First Registration
of a Croft

Angus Mackenzie has registered their croft 35 New
Shawbost, Barvas on the Crofting Register held by
the Registers of Scotland.

Mr Donald Maciver has registered their croft, 36
Arnol, Barvas, Barvas, on the Crofting Register
held by the Registers of Scotland.

Mrs NATALIE DRYBURGH has registered her croft
15 Crowlista, Uig, Isle of Lewis on the Crofting
Register held by the Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to challenge the
registration may apply to the Scottish Land Court
by 26 October 2022.

Any person who wishes to challenge the
registration may apply to the Scottish Land Court
by 27 October 2022.

Any person who wishes to challenge the
registration may apply to the Scottish Land Court
by 8th November 2022.

Details of the registration can be found at
www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/home.
The croft registration number is C8169.

Details of the registration can be found at
www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/home.
The croft registration number is C8172.

Details of the registration can be found at
www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/home.
The Croft registration number is C8194.

First Registration
of a Croft

First Registration
of a Croft

First Registration
of a Croft

Callum Ian Montgomery has registered their
croft 26 Lemreway, Lochs on the Crofting
Register held by the Registers of Scotland.

Hector Martin has registered their croft 67
Leurbost, Leurbost, Lochs on the Crofting Register
held by the Registers of Scotland.

Mr Neil Macarthur has registered their croft, 31
Callanish, Callanish, Uig on the Crofting Register
held by the Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to challenge the
registration may apply to the Scottish Land Court
by 27th October 2022.

Any Person who wishes to challenge the
registration may apply to the Scottish Land Court
by 8 November 2022.

Any person who wishes to challenge the
registration may apply to the Scottish Land Court
by 2 November 2022.

Details of the registration can be found at
www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/home.
The croft registration number is C8176.

Details of the registration can be found at
www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/home.
The croft registration number is C8195.

Details of the registration can be found at
www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/home.
The croft registration number is C8183.

First Registration
of a Croft

First Registration
of a Croft

First Registration
of a Croft

Mrs Christina Mary MacPhail has registered their
croft, 5 Lower Barvas, Lower Barvas, Barvas, on the
Crofting Register held by the Registers of Scotland.

Mrs Joan Macleod Reid has registered her croft
at 2 North Tolsta, Stornoway, Isle of Lewis on the
Crofting Register held by the Registers of Scotland.

RODERICK MORRISON, has registered their croft
Obhan View, Lochmaddy, Isle of North Uist on the
Crofting Register held by Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to challenge the
registration may apply to the Scottish Land Court
by 26 October 2022.

Any person who wishes to challenge the
registration may apply to the Scottish Land Court
by 22nd September 2022.

Any person who wishes to challenge the
registration may apply to the Scottish Land Court
by 31st October 2022.

Details of the registration can be found at
www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/home.
The croft registration number is C8171.

Details of the registration can be found at
www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/home.
The croft registration number is C8123.

Details of the registration can be found at
www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/home.
The Croft registration Number is C8185.
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John MacAulay
CANDIDATE

Crofting Commissioner

Proposed Assignation of a Croft

Proposed Assignation of a Croft

Christina MacDonald is applying to the Crofting
Commission for consent to assign the tenancy of the
croft at: 449 North Lochboisdale, Isle of South Uist to
Andrea Jayne Metcalfe, 449 North Lochboisdale, Isle
of South Uist, HS8 5TN.

Nathan MacDonald Macsween is applying to the
Crofting Commission for consent to assign the
tenancy of the croft at: 47 Lower Bayble, Point, Isle of
Lewis to Jennifer Kathleen McWhirter, “Eoropie”, 47
Lower Bayble, Point, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0QA

If you consider you have a relevant interest in this
application, you may submit comments in writing
to the Crofting Commission, Great Glen House,
Leachkin Road, Inverness, IV3 8NW or email
info@crofting.scotland.gov.uk by 31st March 2022.

If you consider you have a relevant interest in this
application, you may submit comments in writing
to the Crofting Commission, Great Glen House,
Leachkin Road, Inverness, IV3 8NW or email
info@crofting.scotland.gov.uk by 31st March 2022.

Please note that any comments you provide are
part of an open process and will be made available
to interested parties. Your comments would also be
released under a Freedom of Information enquiry.

Please note that any comments you provide are
part of an open process and will be made available
to interested parties. Your comments would also be
released under a Freedom of Information enquiry.

When not working I live in Breanish, Uig Isle of Lewis
working around 200 sheep and 14 head of cattle,
therefore not a stranger to crofting and the realities
of the issues facing the crofting communities at the
present time.

Proposed Assignation of a Croft

Proposed Assignation of a Croft

I am standing for election as a commissioner in
the belief I can effectively contribute in assisting to
resolve issues faced by individual crofters in the
Western Isles.

Mr James Thomson, 64A Newmarket, Isle of Lewis,
HS2 0EA, is applying to assign the tenancy of the
croft at 64 Newmarket, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0EA to Miss
Rachel Ann Macleod Thomson of 64A Newmarket,
Isle of Lewis, HS2 0EA.

Rona Wilson is applying to the Crofting Commission
for consent to assign the tenancy of the Croft at 20
Crossbost, North Lochs to Ross Wilson residing at 5
Habost, Lochs.

Written comments from those with a relevant
interest (which may be made public) to: Crofting
Commission, Leachkin Road, Inverness, IV3 8NW,
info@crofting.gov.scot by 31st March 2022.

Written comments from those with a relevant
interest (which may be made public) to: Crofting
Commission, Leachkin Road, Inverness IV3 8NW,
info@crofting.scotland.gov.uk by 31st March 2022.

Please note that any comments you provide are
part of an open process and will be made available
to interested parties. Your comments would also be
released under a Freedom of Information enquiry.

Please note that any comments you provide are
part of an open process and will be made available
to interested parties. Your comments would also be
released under a Freedom of Information enquiry.

Proposed Assignation of a Croft

Proposed Assignation of a Croft

Joan MacDonald is applying to the Crofting
Commission for consent to assign the tenancy of the
croft at 6 Mangersta, Uig to Natasha Nicholson of 27
King Street, Penarth, CF64 1HQ.

Catriona Mackinnon Mackay is applying to assign
the tenancy of the croft at 7 Reef, Uig to Iain George
Mackay of 7 Reef, Uig.

If you consider you have a relevant interest in this
application, you may submit comments in writing to
the Crofting Commission, Great Glen House, Leachkin
Road, Inverness IV3 8NW or email info@crofting.gov.
scot by 31 March 2022.

Written comments from those with a relevant
interest (which may be made public) to: Crofting
Commission, Leachkin Road, Inverness IV3 8NW,
info@crofting.gov.scot by 31st March 2022.

Please note that any comments you provide are
part of an open process and will be made available
to interested parties. Your comments would also be
released under a Freedom of Information enquiry.

Proposed Assignation of a Croft
Margaret Taylor, residing at 87 Plasterfield, Stornoway,
Isle of Lewis, HS 1 2UR, is applying to the Crofting
Commission for consent to assign the tenancy of
the Croft at 3 Barvas Park, Isle of Lewis, to Ruth
Macdonald, 26 Laxay, Lochs, Isle of Lewis, HS2 9PJ.
Written comments from those with a relevant
interest (which may be made public) to: Crofting
Commission, Leachkin Road, Inverness IV3 8NW,
info@crofting.scotland.gov.uk by 31st March 2022.
Please note that any comments you provide are
part of an open process and will be made available
to interested parties. Your comments would also be
released under a Freedom of Information enquiry.

Please note that any comments you provide are
part of an open process and will be made available
to interested parties. Your comments would also be
released under a Freedom of Information enquiry.

I was a Captain in the Merchant Navy with a Master
Mariners Certificate, and a BSc degree in Applied
Environmental Science, I work primarily for Bureau
Veritas as a Marine Consultant on an ad hoc basis, I
am a member of the University of the Highlands and
Islands Institute Foundation, a former member of the
Health & Safety Executives Biocides Committee and
a former Board Member of SEPA.

I will be indebted to you if you can take time to vote
for me at this election.

Mart sale dates announced

L

By Annie Delin

ewis and Harris Auction Mart are gearing up for a
new season of livestock sales, with sale dates for 2022
announced yesterday (Monday 21 February).
The 2021 season saw a return to a full programme of sales –
albeit with safeguards and restrictions in place – and also saw
record prices and record numbers in the ring.
Sheep numbers were up by 1,000 on 2020, breaking the
10,000 barrier for the first time in many years, with 10,400 sold.
There were good prices on all classes of stock and the tup sale
returned after a year’s absence due to Covid.
The first sale of the year will be the lamb sale on Wednesday 24
August, closely followed by the lambs and ewes sale on 7 September.
In the first week of October two days of activity will see the
rams sale on Monday 3 October and the cattle sale on Tuesday 4
October, with the final sale of the season, of all classes of sheep,
on Tuesday 11 October.
All sales will be conducted by Dingwall and Highland Marts.
Lewis and Harris Auction Mart directors thank all those who
support the sales by selling their livestock through the local mart.

Proposed Sublet
of a Croft by Tenant

Proposed Sublet
of a Croft by Tenant

Kayleigh Dysart is applying to sublet the whole croft
at 262/A Daliburgh to Neil MacCormick of Burndale
Daliburgh for 10 years.

Margaret Erica Murray is applying to sublet the whole
croft at 48 Upper Bayble, Point, Stornoway, Isle of
Lewis to Donald K MacDonald, Roineval, Bakers Road,
Stornoway for a period of 10 years.

Written comments from those with a relevant
interest (which may be made public) to: Crofting
Commission, Leachkin Road, Inverness IV3 8NW,
info@crofting.gov.scot by 31st March 2022.
Please note that any comments you provide are part of
an open process and will be made available to interested
parties. Your comments would also be released under a
Freedom of Information enquiry.

Written comments from those with a relevant interest
(which may be made public), to: Crofting Commission,
Leachkin Road, Inverness IV3 8NW, or info@crofting.
gov.scot by 31st March 2022.
Please note that any comments you provide are part of
an open process and will be made available to interested
parties. Your comments would also be released under a
Freedom of Information enquiry.
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How Charlie’s Bistro aims to meet everyone’s needs
By Annie Delin

C

reating a business that meets the needs of every customer
doesn’t have an easy formula – unless you go back to
decades-old principles and try to give the customer what they
want, or just a wee smile as you serve them.
And it’s on that basis that Charlie’s Bistro in Balivanich has survived
a pandemic, expanded its service and added new dimensions to
what’s on offer in a building that has always served the community.
Bùth Theàrlaich was a local landmark for long enough, an oldfashioned general store where you could buy everything from
oatmeal to a butter-churn. The name of Charlie is still above the door,
though that generation is long past.
Bistro proprietor Iain Macrury remembers buying sweeties at the
store in his own childhood and was fascinated to find a loft full of old
stock, including lamps, milk pails and butter-churns, when he took
over the building in 2018.
He said: “We have all sorts of things from Bùth Theàrlaich around
the place now, adding to the atmosphere, and I am taking a leaf out
of Charlie Macleod’s book when it comes to old-fashioned service
and hospitality.”
Iain and his wife Emma extended their business to include what
was at one time the Island Deli, from their successful base at Salar
Smokehouse in South Uist, where Emma still holds the reins.
Iain has focused on building up an enviable table at Charlie’s
Bistro and, since the pandemic introduced new uncertainties to
the hospitality trade, on diversifying into takeaway, delivery and
accommodation.
First, you have a regular menu of hot food and baking, with 90%
of the main ingredients sourced locally. Iain said: “People have the
misconception that we are a seafood restaurant, but that’s not so.
“Yes, we will use fresh seafood and shellfish when we can get
it locally, and of course we use Salar products to create platters,
fishcakes and pies, but we also serve meat from Munroe’s butchers
in Dingwall, vegetarian and vegan options.
“Our menu is extremely wide-ranging, and we want people to
feel comfortable and homely while they are eating. You can have a
celebration meal here – and we also cater for weddings and special
birthdays – but you can also come back the next night and have
mince and tatties, a balti or a steak sandwich and hand-cut chips.”
Part of the attraction comes with the atmosphere, created by the
15-strong staff team, carefully selected by Iain.
He said: “We have very friendly and welcoming staff and we
encourage them to spend time with customers, giving them the real
Hebridean welcome which seems to have declined over the years,
and a home-from-home atmosphere.”
Online reviews prove that quality is sincerely appreciated both by
visitors and locals, with people commenting on the ‘super friendly
staff’ and ‘relaxed, pleasant atmosphere.’ The homely sense that Iain
is aiming at is certainly having its effect.
And to add to the range of services, Charlie’s is taking delivery of a
minibus, to be available to collect guests from their accommodation
and bring them for a meal, or to take someone home if that’s what
they need after a night out.

Iain said: “Taxis here are few and far between and there’s no bus
service to speak of, so for some people to come out for a meal is
problematic. We will be able to offer people a lift and, as time goes
on, we’ll also be able to run food deliveries to people locally.”
The happiest customers will be the regulars, who will always get
a great welcome, but people from across the highlands and islands
can also take advantage of the six superior quality, en suite bedrooms
in The Bothy, the latest expansion to the hospitality business.
Iain said: “During lockdown we were able to buy the house next
door and turn it into a six-bedroom premium standard bed and
breakfast. It’s become an ideal stop for people from Stornoway, and
much further afield, who are working in Uist or Benbecula and need
somewhere to stay.
“The décor is modern and up-to-date, it’s centrally-placed for the
islands and right on the Hebridean Way cycling and walking routes.
We have lots of tourists booked already for this summer, but we also
get a lot of repeat business from professionals and contractors looking
for somewhere they can eat, sleep and unwind, all in one place.”
Given that you can pop next door for mince and tatties, chat
with friendly staff and get a good night’s sleep, visiting trade is
unsurprising.

But locals, too, are commenting on the boost that Charlie’s Bistro
has given to the local scene. Iain said: “People are saying that it’s
totally different to what has been available in the past, an asset to a
lot of our regulars. It’s somewhere informal, relaxed and welcoming,
with a real home-from-home feeling and a good feed.”

Gawharshad High School the linda norgrove foundation

T

he temperature across Afghanistan
fluctuates greatly during the year – with
hot summers and freezing winters. Due to its
high altitude, the temperature in Kabul often
drops below -10C in the winter months with
frequent snowfalls between December and
March.
Houses are badly insulated, and the economic
crash has left many families in dire financial
situations – unable to heat their homes. Since
the Taliban takeover last August it is no longer
possible for women to earn their own income.
In families where the male breadwinner has
left or died, women are now struggling to keep
their children (and sometimes grandchildren)
fed and warm.
The Linda Norgrove Foundation was contacted
in early January by the staff from Gawharshad
High School in Kabul, who we had worked with
on previous projects. They were looking to help
tackle these issues by buying and distributing
stoves and blankets to poor families headed up
by women.

The initial aim of the project was to support
45 families. Each family received a stove, seven
large sacks of hardwood, kindling, and two large
blankets. We were able to transfer the funds
to Kabul in January and the equipment was
distributed on the 1st of February.
Due to the success of this initial phase of the
project, the Linda Norgrove Foundation allocated
funds for the purchase of an additional 65 stoves.
In total over $10,000 has been transferred to
support this project since the beginning of
the year, with approximately 750 women and
children benefitting overall.
This project is also part of a larger aid response
from the Linda Norgrove Foundation.
We
continue to fund the distribution of 80 food and
hygiene parcels a week (each with supplies to
support a family for over a month) and have also
funded the distribution of 200 winter coats to
orphans and children from poor families in the
Siagerd Ghorband district of Parwan province.
To keep up to date with the activities of
the Foundation please go to our website at
www.lindanorgrovefoundation.org.
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Is America ready for the
Hebridean Baker?
L

By Annie Delin

ewis superstar Coinneach Macleod, also known as the
Hebridean Baker, is packing up his Auntie Bellag’s duff
recipe and a new tweed kilt, ready to take North America
by storm.
He’s signed up for a tour of Canada and the US in May, taking
the best-selling British cookbook of 2021 to a new audience of
Americans and Scots descendants.
And he’s already announced that he plans to meet as many as
possible of the 20 million Americans who boast Scottish heritage,
although not even he knows where all of his destinations will be.
That’s because independent American publishers Sourcebooks,
who have offered him a deal for a cookbook, with a media and
book tour, are offering fans the chance to vote for the tour to stop in
their home town, with the six highest on the voting list completing
his tour.
That means he could be going anywhere from Albuquerque
in New Mexico to Wichita, Kansas – the publishers have limited
voting options to 50 cities, and Anchorage Alaska is not on the list.
The Hebridean Baker, born, bred and taught to cook in South

Lochs, already has worldwide following on TikTok and is feeling
the love from Canada, after choosing Valentine’s Day to announce
that his book will be launched there on 3 May.
The same date sees his US book launch and the start of the tour,
with television and radio appearances, as well as book signings in
branches of America’s largest bookstore, Barnes and Noble, which
has 614 branches in all of the US states.
Coinneach said: “I cannot wait to share my recipes and wee
stories from the Scottish islands across America. Over 20 million
Americans have Scottish heritage and I hope to meet as many of
them as possible on the tour.
“It’s so exciting that I could be visiting anywhere from Dallas to
New York – but I do have a secret hope that Nashville gets enough
votes to be selected, as I’d love a trip to Dollywood!”
Sadly Seòras the Westie, his trusty sidekick, won’t be making
the trip with Coinneach, but Liz Kelsch, head of marketing at
publishers Sourcebook, is sure that Coinneach will get a rapturous
welcome even without the wee dug by his side.
She said: “We know America is going to fall in love with him,
his recipes and that beautiful Hebridean accent.”

Ukraine…food and
history in deep portions
By John Dory

T

he country in the international media
spotlight constantly for the past few
weeks has been the Ukraine. I doubt if many
of us are familiar with the country but it has
a fascinating history and a very interesting
and distinctive cuisine. First, a look at how
modern Ukraine developed as a country
over time and then how Ukrainian cuisine
is just not only about the celebrated but
controversial dish known internationally as “
Chicken Kyiv.”
The name Ukraine, in English, means
“borderlands” which is not surprising as it is
surrounded by several countries including
Russia, Poland, Belarus, Moldova, Romania,
Slovakia and Hungary with the Black Sea
running along its southern flank. Ukraine is the
second biggest country in Europe, after Russia,
and is nearly three times the size of the UK.
Due to its geographical position it has had
a complicated history for many centuries. Its
modern roots can be traced back to Kyivan Russia,
a powerful medieval state that was thriving
during the Middle Ages but was struggling by
the 12th century. The following centuries saw its
power base change many times with a variety
of cultural dynasties in charge including the
Mongols, the Ottomans, the Polish-Lithuanian
Commonwealth with Cossack communities also
attempting to live independently in some areas
of Ukraine. During the 18th and 19th centuries
the country was divided between the Hapsburg
and Russian Empires. By the 20th century the
Hapsburg Empire had collapsed and in 1918
the Ukraine was annexed by the Soviet Union
and became known as, “ the breadbasket of
the USSR,” due to its agricultural output and
riches. Whilst Ukraine has faced challenges from
assorted invaders in the past this has created
a country with a rich and varied heritage,
culturally, linguistically and socially.
In 1991, Ukraine finally achieved its
independence from Russia but in the years since
it has endured a difficult relationship with its
predatory neighbour and worse might yet be round
the corner. Interestingly, in recent times, Kiev, the
capital, has become known as Kyiv as the Ukraine

attempts to remove any remaining political
hangover from the Russian era, including Sovietera place names. In 2018, the Ukrainian Ministry
of Foreign Affairs launched a, “KyivNotKiev”
campaign to encourage international communities
to use Kyiv instead of the Russian Kiev. This
initiative has been really successful everywhere
apart from obviously Russia where many Russians
believe that “the Ukraine belongs” to them.
It’s worth noting that Ukraine was at the
heart of one of the world’s worst environmental
catastrophes when the Chernobyl nuclear power
plant exploded in May 1986.
Many agricultural economists firmly believe
that Ukraine has the potential to feed the world
due to the size and fertility of the country’s
farmland. At present, 32 million hectares are
cultivated but experts reckon another 10 million
hectares could be cultivated with increased
efficiency through ongoing modernisation. The
high agricultural output can partly be attributed
to climate but a major factor is that the Ukraine
is estimated to have a quarter of the world’s
super fertile black soil known as “ Chernozem.”
This incredibly rich soil is capable of producing
the maximum yield for many crops. Ukraine is in
the top ten of world grain producers and is also
in the top ten for soya beans and sunflower oil
production. The country is also a major producer
of pork, beef and poultry. A huge variety of green
vegetables are produced along with potatoes.
Ukrainian cuisine is extensive and varied
with different ethnic minorities and its rich
multicultural history bringing a range of
different foods to the table. Amongst the popular
traditional foods are Varenyky which are boiled
dumplings with different kinds of stuffings
including mushrooms, potatoes, sauerkraut,
cottage cheese or even cherries. Holubtsi are
cabbage leaves stuffed with carrots, rice and
meat. Borscht soup is a hearty beetroot soup with
cabbage and potatoes but the Ukrainians claim
true borscht should include pork. Although the
Russians have always claimed that they invented
borscht, the Ukrainians are equally adamant that
this type of soup originated in their country.
Derumi is a popular potato pancake which is

Coinneach braving Storm Eunice on his trip home to Cromore earlier this month

Borscht soup
1 tablespoon vegetable oil or 15 g butter.
3 medium sized beetroot ( About 450g
unpeeled weight) peeled and diced.
1 large carrot, peeled and chopped.
1 large waxy potato, peeled and diced.
1 stick celery finely sliced.
1 large onion, peeled and finely chopped.
2 garlic cloves crushed.
1.5 litres beef stock.
Half a small green cabbage, finely shredded.
2 large tomatoes, peeled and chopped.
Sea salt and black pepper to taste.
TO SERVE
1 small sirloin steak.
Soured cream or crème fraiche.
1 tablespoon chopped dill.
served with sour cream or yogurt and sometimes
with fried onions and mushrooms. Olivier
potato salad is very popular served with cured
ham and pickled vegetables. Walnut stuffed
prunes don’t appeal personally but in Rome
do as the Romans do or in Kyiv do as they do.
Nakelniki are pancakes made from buckwheat
flour and stuffed with sweet cottage cheese,
berries or fried mushrooms. Salo doesn’t sound
very appealing but is very popular and cheap
and is basically pork fat served on rye bread
with spices and herbs. Holodets is one of the
Ukranians’ favourite cold dishes but wouldn’t
be to everyone’s taste. Traditionally, a day or two
before a social event, the cook will go to the
market and select the best pork trotters available.
They are taken home, thoroughly cleaned and
washed, and then boiled for several hours and
then allowed to stand overnight. It becomes a
cold broth jelly due to the jelly in the bones
and cartilage which ooze out from the trotters
in the cooking process. Nalesniki are buckwheat
pancakes filled with cheese, fried mushrooms or
different kinds of berries. Bamish are corn grits
fried with pork fat and cheese and finished over
the fire or barbecue to give it a smoky flavour.
Potato salad with ham and pickled vegetables are
always on the menu and walnut stuffed prunes.
As to be expected in a country with lots of pig
farms, all manner of sausages are produced with
regional variations.
I suppose the one dish that is known all over
the world is Chicken Kyiv or Chicken Kiev. But

Heat the oil or butter in a large heavy
based pan.
Add the beetroot, onion, celery, carrot,
potato and garlic and sauté for a few
minutes.
Add the stock and season.
Bring to the boil, cover then simmer for
15 minutes.
Add the cabbage and tomatoes and
simmer for a further 20minutes.
Cook the steak in a griddle pan, two
minutes each side, then rest for five
minutes.
Slice the steak as thinly as you can.
Pour the Borscht into bowls and serve
with the sliced steak, a dollop of soured
cream or crème fraiche and chopped dill.
was this chicken-stuffed-with-garlic-butter dish
actually invented in Kyiv? Perhaps we will never
know as the Russians and French both claim to
have invented this iconic dish. The posh French
name for it is Côtelettes de volaille which translates
into poultry cutlets. Its popularity waned in the
1970’s but it is still available in many supermarkets
so Chicken Kyiv is still going strong three hundred
years since it first appeared on the culinary scene.
In terms of drink, Ukrainians apparently are
very keen on beer with the top two national
beers called Varvar Black Bean and the strange
sounding brew Collider Affectionate Krampas.
There’s a tradition of wine making in the southern
parts of the country and in 2020 national wine
output was 0.7 hectolitres. I’m not sure if much
of this exported as I have never come across
a bottle of Ukrainian wine in a supermarket
or restaurant. Horilka is a very popular drink
made with an infusion of berries, herbs and a
vodka-style alcohol. It is very strong in terms
of its alcoholic content and is claimed to be
one of the purest alcoholic beverages in the
world. Spotykach is a mixture of berries, herbs
and vodka and is left to infuse for four weeks.
Medovukha is a low-alcohol drink made with
fermented honey, herbs and spices.
The recipe this month is the chunky beetroot
soup called Borscht and the recipe is more or
less the same in Russia and Ukraine.
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Photographs grabbed from video published by Lewis-based swim company Immerse Hebrides

News
W

Stornoway Shouts

ednesday 16 February proved a ‘long day at the office’
for the volunteer crew of Stornoway RNLI with pagers
sounding shortly after 8am and Stornoway’s ‘Tom Sanderson’
RNLI lifeboat launching on service at 8.20am, and not
returning home until 6.40pm.

Stornoway RNLI launched by request of UK Coastguard to assist
a fishing vessel with a machinery problem situated approx. 30nm
north-west of the Butt of Lewis. The lifeboat and volunteer crew
arrived on scene at 10.40am, and began to tow the casualty vessel
towards Stornoway.
Nearing the Butt of Lewis, the Coastguard Emergency Towing
Vessel met Stornoway RNLI and took over the tow, releasing the
lifeboat to return to station. The ‘Tom Sanderson’ and volunteer
crew were back alongside, refuelled and ready for service again
at 6.40pm.

Big Thank-You’s!
All at Stornoway RNLI would like to say a huge thank-you to Sandra
Mackay, who created a scenic Lewis and Harris 2022 calendar from
her exceptional photographs and sold it in aid of Stornoway RNLI –
raising the amazing sum of £2,300!
“I am very grateful to my very generous customers who helped
raise this amount,” said Sandra.
Stornoway RNLI volunteer crew members Jo and Derek are
pictured with one of the calendars. Thank you very much Sandra!
A BIG THANK YOU also to the staff and customers at Co-op
Macaulay Road and Co-op Cromwell Street for choosing Stornoway
RNLI as their charity, alongside Alzheimer Scotland Western Isles
and Western Isles Cancer Care Initiative.

A

Please see the Co-op website, or download the Co-op App, for
more information on how to support Stornoway RNLI, and others,
through shopping at your local Co-op.
And thank you very much also to the swimming ladies of Immerse
Hebrides who called into the station recently with a very generous
donation of £252, raised by both their swimmer and non-swimming
friends over the festive period.
Pictured with Stornoway RNLI volunteer crew members Jo and
Derek are Norma Macleod from Immerse Hebrides, along with
Anne Macleod, Josie Flett, and Marion Shields, who all took up seaswimming during lockdown and are now hooked!
Thank you, ladies and to everyone who donated.

Respect The Water
Lewis-based swim company Immerse Hebrides also featured on the
main RNLI Facebook page recently as dramatic footage of a storm
surge at Port Stoth, near the Butt of Lewis lighthouse, captured by
Norma Macleod, was shown to highlight just how important it is to
take care at the coast during stormy weather – even when you’re not
planning to enter the water.

With our winter storms not yet over, please do remember to
#RespectTheWater – check the weather, tides and swell forecasts
before you consider heading out to the coast, and avoid taking
unnecessary risks by staying well back from stormy seas and
breaking waves.
If you end up unexpectedly in the water, stay calm and #FloatToLive
– Fight your instinct to thrash around; lean back and extend your
arms and legs, gently move them to help you float. Float until you
can control your breathing and cold-water shock has passed.
And remember – in a coastal emergency dial 999 and ask for the
Coastguard.

How to help
If you would like to fundraise for Stornoway RNLI and wish to
contact the Stornoway RNLI Fundraisers for help or advice, please
email Stornoway.rnli.fundraising@gmail.com.
You can keep up to date with the RNLI charity at www.rnli.org –
and with the local lifeboat and volunteer crew on Facebook (www.
facebook.com/StornowayRNLI) and Instagram (www.instagram.
com/stornowaylifeboat).

How local bank – aka credit union –
can help islands recover from pandemic crisis

s the world begins to hesitantly open up, it’s no surprise
that the past two years have taught us the value of shopping
local. But have you ever thought about banking locally, too?

“HI-Scot is growing year-on-year. In January 2022 we reached the
milestone of £12 million in member loans over the life of the credit
union,” said David.

That’s the questions posed by the HI-Scot Credit Union, based in
James Street, Stornoway.

“That’s a lot of money staying in our communities, not to mention
the new cars, washing machines, home improvements and other
benefits which our loans bring to our members.”

“A credit union is rooted in the community, especially as it is
owned by its members and not external shareholders,” says David
Mackay, General Manager of HI-Scot Credit Union.

HI-Scot is a community credit union, with every member living or
working in the Highlands and Islands.

And it’s not all about borrowing either – HI-Scot currently holds
over £5 million in membership savings. With a variety of savings
options, members can choose to save a little or a lot. The Christmas
Saver account is popular, where members save throughout the year.
When Christmas Savings are paid out in November, there’s enough
to keep Santa happy!

Established in 2006 as Western Isles Credit Union, the organisation
has flourished over the past 15 years, merging with Shetland Islands
Credit Union and Highland Communities Credit Union to offer a
trustworthy alternative to traditional High Street banks.

Another way to get into a good saving habit with HI-Scot in 2022
is to sign up to the unique Payroll Deduction scheme. Working with
several employers across the Highlands and Islands, members can
save directly from their salary every pay day, and the credit union is

“The co-operative set-up of a credit union like HI-Scot means that
members can benefit from affordable loans and flexible saving.”

always keen to sign up local businesses to the scheme.
New services are added regularly, and one of the many advantages
of being member-owned is that HI-Scot can react to member needs,
for example, adding phone loans in 2020 to make this service
more accessible. With 24-hour access to your account online and a
mobile app in the offing for 2022, supporting your community credit
union has never been easier.
And one thing is guaranteed – excellent customer service. Added
to which, the team at HI-Scot will never try to sell pricey financial
products which members don’t need.
In fact, there are no transaction fees for saving and borrowing with HIScot, so you won’t find yourself out of pocket from unexpected charges.
More than ever, people are realising the value of community
and, with a huge push on shopping local and supporting businesses
where we live, isn’t it time to save and borrow local too?
To join HI-Scot or for more information, see: www.hi-scot.com

03/03/22 - 06/04/22

www.hebevents.com

EVENTS - Page 15

How policy on ferry fares hurts islanders
T

he ferries policy of the Scottish Government has come under
fire again from the influential Mull & Iona Ferry Committee.

During February, the MIFC took the unusual step of writing to both
Jenny Gilruth, Minister for Transport, and Mairi Gougeon, Cabinet
Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Islands to point out that neither
CalMac Ferries nor Transport Scotland have followed their legal
obligations under the Islands Act.
The ground-breaking legislation of 2018 was intended to
ensure that island communities are treated fairly and equitably by
government agencies.
Under the terms of the Islands Act, government agencies should
undertake an Island Communities Impact Assessment (ICIA) on any
policy, service or strategy that they apply to islands.
According to MIFC, an ICIA should have been used to assess
the much-criticised ‘first-come-first-served’ booking policy which
Transport Scotland instruct CalMac to apply.
According to Joe Reade, who chairs MIFC: “The first-come-firstserved booking system is inherently prejudiced against islanders. It
effectively gives priority to anyone who can book their journey far
in advance.
“So holidaymakers buy their tickets first, and local residents have
to take what’s left over. When the network is so short of deck space,
prioritising who can board based on how far ahead you can book
your journey is crude and unfair.
“Family visits, hospital appointments, livestock movements,
funerals and much more cannot be arranged weeks ahead of time –
yet often these are the most important journeys of all.
“During the summer months, ferries are routinely booked up three
weeks or more before departure.
“Could anyone conceive of blockading a mainland town and not
letting residents leave unless they booked three weeks in advance?
Yet that is effectively what is being done to many Hebridean islands.”
MIFC say they have been asking Transport Scotland and CalMac
repeatedly over the course of months to do something about it, but
have been met with silence and inaction.
“In fairness to CalMac, they are only enforcing a policy that is
dictated to them in their contract. But as is typical of remote mainlandcentric administrations, neither CalMac nor Transport Scotland seem
to understand island life.
“But worse than that, what we have now learned is that they don’t
understand island law either. The Islands Act was put in place by
this government, but their own agencies don’t seem to have read it.
CalMac and Transport Scotland are required by law to undertake an
Island Communities Impact Assessment on new and existing policies
– but they haven’t.”
Most travellers will be well used to ‘first-come-first-served’ on
public transport like trains and planes, but islanders say that isn’t
appropriate for their ferry services.
Chair of Mull Community Council Tom Nelson said: “We have no
choice but to use the ferry, it is our lifeline. If it’s full, we can’t travel.
If a train is sold out, you can choose another route, or fly or drive
instead. But if the ferry is full, that’s it, we’re stuck.
“Weather looking good and you want to go on a trip? No chance
unless you checked the forecast weeks ago. Need to go on a
business trip in a hurry? Forget it. Family member passed away on
the mainland? Cross your fingers that a holiday maker has missed
the ferry.”
The picture is mixed across the CalMac network – some routes
have sufficient capacity in summer and others don’t. Generally the
‘minor’ unbookable routes making shorter, more frequent crossings
are more dependable. But on many of the longer-distance ‘major’
routes, CalMac’s own statistics show how congested the service is.
In the last ‘normal’ summer of 2019, the Craignure-Oban route was
the most congested in the entire network, with 51% of all sailings
departing with a full car deck. Some islands have sufficient car deck
space (Bute for example) but others like Mull and the Western Isles
are badly affected by the lack of capacity.
Finlay MacDonald, vice chair of MIFC and resident of Iona said,
“Given that the ‘new’ vessel that was bought for our route is going to
leave us with 60 fewer car spaces per day this summer I feel it is vital
that CalMac and Transport Scotland address this issue immediately.
When we have raised this with CalMac, we’ve been told that there
is no easy answer, but it appears there is no desire from these
government agencies to trial potential solutions.
“There are examples from other countries that could work here
– on the Danish island of Samso for example, car deck space is
released in phases over the weeks and days leading up to sailing day
– so there is still a chance to book a space for your car, no matter how
short notice your journey. This, contrary to the CalMac argument,
won’t deter tourists or leave tickets unsold but would give islanders
and others who require short notice travel an equitable chance of
travelling when they need to.”

Under the terms of the Islands Act, councils, government
departments and state-owned organisations operating in the islands
are obliged to undertake Island Community Impact Assessments.
According to the Scottish Government’s own published advice:
“Our islands face particular challenges around distance, geography,
connectivity and demography ... (it is) important that you make
sure islands receive fair and equitable treatment and that your
policy, strategy or service outcomes are tailored to their unique
circumstances.”. The advice goes on to stress that “...it’s really
important to remember that effective and meaningful consultation
with island communities will be vital throughout the process (of
performing an Island Communities Impact Assessment)”
According to Moray Finch, General Manager of the Mull and Iona
Community Trust: “The Islands Act is a powerful piece of legislation
designed to overcome many of the unique disadvantages of living
on an island. But unless it’s respected and understood by the people

who should be observing it, there’s little hope it will have the impact
it should.
“I’m quite flabbergasted that CalMac and Transport Scotland have
had to have their legal obligations pointed out to them by a volunteer
ferry committee. But hopefully we will now get the ‘effective and
meaningful consultation’ the Islands Act promised”.
Conservative Highlands and Islands MSP Donald Cameron
commented: “The Islands Act was brought into law specifically to
protect the interests of island communities. At the time, the SNP
boasted the legislation was all about “island proofing”. But there is
no better example of failing to “island-proof” than the categorical
failure of successive SNP ministers to provide our islands with a
robust and reliable ferry service.
“It speak volumes that those same communities have so lost faith
in the Scottish Government and CalMac that they are writing to
ministers warning them that they may have broken their own law.”

SPRING VOLUNTEERING

OPPORTUNITIES
HebCelt Festival 2022
Returning for a full live festival after two years away. Lots of
exciting opportunities to become a part of their incredible
team making HebCelt Happen. Volunteers sought for:
Technical & Preparation
Green Team
Ambassador
Retailing
Token Sales

Festival Site Office
Driving
Cashier
Gaelic Team
Artist Rep

YLAG
Outer Hebrides Youth Local Action Group are urgently
seeking volunteers. Open to anyone aged between 18 and
30.
The group enables young people to take action by delivering
a £2,000 pot of funding to other youth groups/individuals and
businesses who apply. This is also open to match funding.
As part of the YLAG, you will work with other young islanders
from Butt to Barra to invite these applications, assess them
and award the funding all targetted at empowering young
people.

Spring Clean Scotland
Litter isn't nice! It spoils the places we live, work and visit. It
devalues our beautiful country. Clean Up Scotland is a Keep
Scotland Beautiful campaign to tackle litter. Now's your
chance to join thousands of people and help us clean up
Scotland for good.
#SpringCleanScotland is taking place from 21st March to
21st April 2022.
Volunteer Centre Western Isles offices are community hubs
for Keep Scotland Beautiful. We can provide you with litter
picking equipment for your clean up and give you information
on how to organise a clean-up in your Community.

Lochs News
Lochs News is looking for volunteers who live/work in Lochs
to help source content for the magazine. If you have a
passion for your local community and want to help promote
news stories, future events and information that may be of
relevance then we would love to hear from you.

Failte Centre

RVS Phone Companion

Would you like to become part of the friendly Failte Centre
volunteer team?
Ideally, helping out on Thursdays between 12:50pm and
2:30pm prepping food with the team for about 30 minutes
and then helping to serve and clean up at the Thursday
Lunch Club.
You would be made to feel very welcome. Arrangements
may be made if you have no access to transport or expenses
discussed to cover travel.

A work-from-home role involving supporting potentially
isolated and vulnerable individuals to help reduce feelings of
loneliness and social isolation, to help build confidence and
recover from the effects of the Covid-19 pandemic.
Volunteers are needed to make regular phone calls to older
people to ensure they are safe and well and to offer
companionship and good conversation.
This service may be particularly beneficial to an older person
who is at risk of becoming isolated.
An ideal opportunity ito make new friends, develop your skills
and experience and contribute to the work of the charity by
enriching the lives of older people and helping them get the
best from life.
Training provided, you will be welcomed and supported by a
friendly local team.

If you would like information on any of these volunteering opportunities please contact
Lewis@volunteerentrewi.org or marion@volunteercentrewi.org
Phone 01851 700366 or find us on Facebook and Instagram
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8mh & 9mh
den Ghiblean
(April)

2022
@LUACHnaGaidhlig

Fosgladh
Thèid LUACH fhosgladh le cuirm aig Grinneabhat air Diardaoin 7mh. Bheir
Agnes Rennie òraid seachad air “Gàidhlig sa choimhearsnachd agam”, bidh
ceòl ann bho “Dual”, còmhlan-ciùil òg aig Fèisean nan Gàidheal, agus nì
sgoilearan na sgìre dealbh-chluich. Thèid an oidhche a thoirt gu crìch le ceòl
beòthail agus cothrom do shean is òg measgachadh is bhruidhinn ri chèile.
LUACH will open on Thursday 7th at Grinneabhat, where Agnes Rennie will speak about “Gaelic in
my community” (in Gaelic with simultaneous translation available), followed by entertainment
provided by the young musicians of “Dual” as well as a short play by local pupils. The official
opening will be followed by an evening of live music and the opportunity for young and old to mix.

Cèilidh mhòr le Laoich LUACH
Bidh cèilidh mhòr san Lanntair airson LUACH a thoirt gu ceann le seinn is
dannsadh le còmhlan air a dhèanamh an àirde de Iain Mac a’ Ghobhainn
is Seonaidh Mac an t-Saoir bho Trail West, Seòras Lewis a bhios a’ cluich
le Beinn Lee agus Iain “Spanish” Macaoidh againn fhìn.
Bidh tiocaidean rim faighinn bhon Lanntair.

03/03/22 - 06/04/22

Dè th’ ann an LUACH?
’S e fèis a th’ ann an LUACH a bhios a’ cur air adhart
thachartasan ann an Leòdhas agus na Hearadh a
bhios ag amas air farsaingeachd de dhaoine. ’S e an
aon rud a bhios aca ann an cumantas, gur ann tro
mheadhan na Gàidhlig a thèid an lìbhrigeadh.
Tha LUACH ga chur air dòigh ann an co-obrachadh
eadar iomadh buidheann poblach is
coimhearsnachd, agus thathar air taic-airgid
fhaighinn bho Chomhairle nan Eilean Siar, Bòrd na
Gàidhlig agus Riaghaltas na h-Alba.
Thèid prògram slàn fhoillseachadh anns na
seachdainean ri thighinn is gheibhear sin, cho math
ri barrachd fiosrachaidh, air facebook:
@LUACHnaGaidhlig, no faodar post-dealain a chur
gu mbyrne1u@gnes.net
LUACH is a new festival, celebrating all things
Gaelic in Gaelic. Aimed at a range of ages and
interests, events will take place throughout Lewis
and Harris. The festival is organised in collaboration
between a number of public bodies and community
groups.
A full programme as well as further information will
be available on facebook: @LUACHnaGaidhlig,
or email mbyrne1u@gnes.net

LUACH will be brought to a close with a cèilidh at An Lanntair, with
music provided by an “all-star” band made up of members of Trail West,
Beinn Lee as well as Iain “Spanish” Mackay.
Tickets will be available from An Lanntair.

Madainn nan Tràth-bhliadhnaichean le Leugh & Seinn le Linda
Bidh measgachadh de chur-seachadan ann do chloinn aois 0-7 agus am pàrantan,
cho math ri cothrom a bhith ag ionnsachadh mu chuid de na goireasan is
seirbheisean a tha ann dhaibh.
Bidh Linda NicLeòid a’ lìbhrigeadh seiseanan “Leugh is Seinn le Linda” le
sgeulachdan is òrain don fheadhainn as òige, bidh oifigearan Comunn na Gàidhlig
a’ tabhainn chur-seachadan don fheadhainn beagan nas sine agus innsidh a
leithid Ionad Ioma-mheadhan agus Preantas Ionnsachadh Inbheach na Comhairle
mu na seirbheisean agus goireasan a th’ aca airson taic a chumail ri cloinn ann am
Foghlam Gàidhlig agus am pàrantan.

These events, aimed at children aged 0-7 and their parents, will include the popular “Leugh is Seinn
le Linda” sessions for the youngest, CnaG officers will provide entertainment for those slightly
older, and various organisations will be present to speak about the services and support they offer
to Gaelic-speaking children and their parents.

Spòrs Gàidhlig
Bidh Spòrs Gàidhlig a’ dèanamh bòrd-seasamh le
sgoilearan aois 8 is nas sine. Bidh iad anns an t-Òb air
Dihaoine agus ann an Steòrnabhagh air Disathairne.
Tha e deatamach gun clàrar ro làimh tro làrach-lìn
Spòrs Gàidhlig.

Spòrs Gàidhlig will be going paddle boarding,
departing from Leverburgh on Friday and Stornoway
on Saturday. The morning sessions will be suitable for
those aged 8-12 and the afternoon sessions aimed at
Secondary-aged pupils. It is essential to register via
the Spòrs Gàidhlig website in advance.

Cuairtean mara

Cuairt coiseachd agus Brot & Mìlseagan ann an Siabost

Bidh Eilean Glas Rib Tours a’ tabhann ìsleachadh prìse, gu sònraichte
airson LUACH! Bidh tursan-bàta a’ fàgail cidhe Scalpaigh, le cothrom
fiadh-bheatha fhaicinn is cluinntinn mu eachdraidh an àite.
Feumar àite a ghlèidheadh ro làimh: info@eileanglasarineltd.com

Air Disathairne, bidh Brot & Mìlseag rim faighinn ann an Ionad na
Seann Sgoile ann an Siabost. Ro làimh, faodar cuairt a ghabhail le
daoine às an sgìre gus beagan ionnsachadh mun àite agus cabadaich
gu neo-fhoirmeil ann an Gàidhlig.

Boat trips, giving a special “LUACH discount”, will be departing Scalpay pier,
offering the opportunity to spot wildlife and hear about the island’s history.
Places must be reserved in advance: info@eileanglasarineltd.com

On Saturday there will be a Soup & Pudding lunch in Shawbost. Prior to
this, some of the locals will offer a walking tour around the place with
the chance to learn about the area and have a wee chat (in Gaelic).

03/03/22 - 06/04/22
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COMUNN NA GÀIDHLIG
Cuairt-litir a’ Ghearrain 2022

February Newsletter 2022

Bhon iris mu dheireadh san Dùbhlachd 2021 tha na h-oifigearan air a bhith gu math trang a’ cur
tachartasan air dòigh dhan òigridh sna sgìrean aca! San iris seo, cluinnidh sinn bho na h-oifigearan
airson Sgoil ‘ic Neacail, Iar Thuath Leòdhais agus Na Lochan.

Since the last newsletter in December 2021 the officers have been busy working on activities for the
young people in their areas! In this newsletter we will hear from the officers for The Nicolson Institute,
North West Lewis and Lochs.

Iomairt Sgoil ‘Ic Neacail
A

n seo aig an Sgoil MhicNeacail, tha clubageamaichean againn aig àm lòn air Diciadain.
Aig àm lòn S1-3, ’s urrainn dha na sgoilearan
am biadh a thoirt suas leotha chun an t-seòmar
sàmhchair far am bi mise. Suidhidh iad a’
cabadaich le chèile thairis air am pìos aca, agus
bruidhinnidh iad rium mu dheidhinn an latha
sgoile a th’ aca, planaichean airson an deireadh
sheachdain, neo cùisean sam bith eile.

H

Nuair a tha a h-uile duine deiseil, bidh na sgoilearan a’
taghadh geamaichean a chluicheas iad – o chionn ghoirid
tha iad air tòiseachadh a’ cluich ‘’Articulate’’. Ged a tha
nan cairtean ann am Beurla, ’s e dèagh dhùbhlan a th’
ann airson nan sgoilearan toirt air an sgioba aca tòmhais
am facal le bhith dìreach a’ cleachdadh an cuid Gàidhlig.
Tha seo spòrsail, agus ’s e deagh dhòigh a th’ ann nan
sgoilearan a bhith cleachdadh nan sgilean cànain ann
an suidheachadh spòrsail agus co-fharpaiseal. ’S e deagh
spòrs luchd-choimhead a th’ ann co-dhiù!

Once everyone’s finished their lunch the
pupils will pick out some games to play –
recently they’ve started playing ‘’Articulate’’.
Although the cards are written in english, it’s a
fun challenge for the pupils to try and get their
teammates to guess the answers by describing
everything in gaelic. It’s great fun, and it’s a
good way to get pupils using their language
skill in a fun and competitive environment. It’s
definitely a good spectator sport!

Bha an leth-theirm nan Gearrain againn thairis air
deireadh-sheachdain an 19mh, so tha mi an dòchas
gu bheil na sgoilearan tighinn air ais deiseal agus
deònach airson criochnachadh an teirm seo.
Koren Pickering,
Oifigear Iomairt Sgoil ‘Ic Neacail

ere at the Nicolson, we have a
Wednesday lunchtime games club. At
junior lunchtime pupils are able to bring
their lunch up to the contemplation room
where I’m based. They sit here and chat
with each other in Gaelic over their lunch,
and yarn with me about things such as the
school day, weekend plans, or anything
else of interest.

Iomairt na Lochan
S

an Dùbhlachd, chur Comunn na Gàidhlig
turas air dòigh dha sgoilearan clas 5-7 bho
Sgoil nan Loch. Chaidh sinn gu Ionad Scaladail
airson feasgar, far an d’ fhuair an òigridh an
cothrom seisean spèileadh-deighe a dhèanamh.
Ged a bha feadhainn ann a bha air seo fheuchainn
roimhe, bha cuid ann nach robh air a bhith aig an
‘Rionc-deighe’ agus le sin bha iad air bhioran mu
dheidhinn an turas!

I

We’ve just had our February half term over
the weekend of the 19th, so hopefully the
pupils in the Nicolson are refreshed and ready
to get back to it and finish the term.

Fhad ’s a bha aon buidheann air an ‘Rionc-deighe’,
bha am buidheann eile a’ dèanamh beagan ealain
airson àm na Nollaig agus mar sin fhuair iad gu lèir
an cothrom an dà rud fheuchainn. Nuair a bha iad
deiseil, fhuair an òigridh cupan teoclaid-teth agus
cèic airson am blathachadh às dèidh a bhith air an
rionc! Chòrd an latha gu mòr ris an òigridh agus ‘s
e cothrom air leth a bh’ ann Gàidhlig a chleachdadh
taobh a-muigh na sgoile, am measg na caraidean
aca. Tha sinn an dòchas tursan eile a chuir air dòigh
dhaibh san àm ri teachd

Koren Pickering,
Nicolson Institute Iomairt Officer
koren@cnag.org

Màiri NicIllinnein,
Oifigear Iomairt na Lochan
mairi@cnag.org

While one group were at the ‘Ice Rink’,
the other group were doing Christmas arts
and crafts, which meant both groups were
able to do the two activities. When they
were ready, the children all got a cup of hot
chocolate and some cake to warm them up
after being on the Ice Rink! The pupils really
enjoyed their afternoon out and it was a great
opportunity for them to speak Gaelic outwith
school, amongst their friends. We hope to
organise other trips for the young people
from Lochs soon.

koren@cnag.org

n December, Comunn na Gàidhlig
organised a trip for the P5-7 classes in
Sgoil nan Loch. We spent the afternoon
at The Scaladale Centre, where the young
people had the opportunity to try skating!
Although, there were some that had
visited the ‘Ice Rink’ before, there were
a number that hadn’t been, and so there
was a lot of excitement about the trip!

Màiri MacLennan, Lochs Iomairt Officer
mairi@cnag.org

Iomairt Iar Thuath Leòdhais
T

ha tòrr rudan air a bhith a’ tachairt bhon a thoisich mi anns an
iomairt Iar Thuath Leòdhais. Chaidh club ealain agus club às dèidh
na Sgoile air tòiseachadh, cuideachd tha tachartasan eile spòrsail air
a bhith againn anns na saor-làithean. Tha mi a’ cur fàilte air a h-uile
duine san sgìre.
Tha clann sgìre Barabhais a’ tighinn gu club ealain gach seachdain.
Dh’iarr a’ chlann air ealain ceangailte ris an Èipheit – agus sin a’ rinn sinn!
Obraich iad gu math cruaidh air na rudan aca cuideachd. Tha tòrr spòrs
againne gach seachdain!
Ann an sgìre Iar Thuath Leòdhais tha club às dèidh na sgoile a’
tòiseachadh ann an Nis. Tha seo a’ còrdadh ris a’ chlann gu mòr cuideachd
– agus abair gu bheil planaichean againn airson an club seo. Cùm sùil
a-mach air duilleag facebook ‘CnaG Iar Thuath Leòdhais’ airson dè tha dol
san sgìre. Tha sinn a’ coimhead air adhart ri seachdain Plòigh, LUACH agus
Seachdain na Gàidhlig!
Ceitidh NicDhòmhnaill,
Oifigear Iomairt Iar Thuath Leòdhais
ceitidh@cnag.org

S

ince I have started working as the North Lewis development
officer lots of fun and exciting things have been happening.
We have started an art club in Barvas and an afterschool club in
Ness – with lots of other fun activities in the school holidays. I
wish a warm welcome to everybody in the community.

The children of Barvas are invited to come to art club every
week, the children had decided that they would like to focus on
Egypt (as this is their topic in school) – and what fun did we have!
The children worked very hard to create their own masterpieces.
Each week we create something new for the children to make –
while also developing their Gàidhlig.
After-school club has also started in Ness and the children enjoy
coming to this each week. We have lots of plans for the next term!
Follow ‘Cnag Iar Thuath Leòdhais’ on facebook to keep up to date
on local events. We are looking forward to Plòigh, LUACH and
Seachdain na Gàidhlig in the coming months.
Ceitidh MacDonald,
North West Lewis Iomairt Officer
ceitidh@cnag.org

Chaidh a’ chuairt-litir seo a leasachadh le taic airgid bho Bhòrd na Gàidhlig.
Tha Bòrd na Gàidhlig cuideachd na phrìomh bhuidheann maoineachaidh dhan a’ mhòr chuid de dh’obair ChnaG.
This newsletter was developed with funding from Bòrd na Gàidhlig. Bòrd na Gàidhlig are also the key funder for most of CnaG’s activities.
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Defying all odds…
Iain takes on challenge
of more learning
A

Lewisman who has overcome
incredible odds to beat willsapping health issues, earn three
university science degrees, and
become an author is now hoping to
begin his PhD later this year.
While most people would have
struggled to cope, wheelchair user
Iain M Stephen has remained resolute
despite the ordeals that life has thrown
at him.

Emotional
rollercoaster
for author
I

t was while going stir crazy in an Aberdeen
hospital in 2017 that Iain M Stephen first
decided to put ‘pen to paper’ and become an
author.
What he ended up with was not one book, but two!
The creative process of committing his thoughts
and memories to writing he found therapeutic, but
not without some heartache and challenges along
the way.
For the first five months of his hospital treatment,
he could not use a computer. This was a hammer
blow as Iain kept in touch with friends, family, and
university studies via email and SMS text messages.
Suddenly, he was effectively incommunicado,
with many of his contacts fearing he had fallen off the
face of the earth. However, using voice technology
and a head-activated mouse, communications with
the outside world were restored.
Recounts Iain: “I couldn’t lift my arms still
at this stage. Then, in November 2017, while in
Woodend Hospital, I was given the head mouse
and after the initial thrill of emailing again wore off
thought about writing a book of my experiences.”
Iain’s rationale was that his experiences could
not be unique and that a book might help others in
a similar situation.
10 Seconds That Changed My Life, written
using the pen name Iain M Macleod, his mother’s
maiden name, emerged.
However, writing the book proved to be
somewhat of an emotional rollercoaster.

Now in his late fifties, Iain had
a normal island childhood until he
contracted ‘Asian Flu’ during the
1966/67 epidemic in the UK. As
a result, Iain was diagnosed with
Cerebral Palsy, a common childhood
motor disability disorder.

“I found myself transported out of the hospital
environment I was in. It helped me remember
specific events that happened up to that point.
Although I cannot listen to the accompanying
audiobook, as it is still too fresh in my memory and
takes me right back to that painful time,” says Iain.
Characteristically, undeterred by reliving difficult
events during the writing process, the fledgling
author pressed on and began work on a prequel.
The second book, Wheels Galore! Adaptive
Cars, Wheelchairs, and a Vibrant Daily Life with
Cerebral Palsy explored Iain’s life before becoming
severely disabled in 2017.
He explains: “My second book came about to
inform people what has gone before. The book
is a collection; I guess you might say, of different
aspects of my life over 50 years and the many
amusing situations I found myself in.”
Unlike his debut book, Wheels Galore was a
much more enjoyable affair involving recalling
specific events over five decades.
Ultimately, though, Iain’s fervent hope is that his
two books inspire his readers to “live their life, and
achieve their dreams without feeling pressured to
conform to what society thinks you should do.”
* Iain’s books are available as audiobooks and
digital downloads via his website, wheelsgalore.
scot/shop.
Kindle, hardback, and paperback versions of
the books are also available on Amazon.com.
In addition, if you have an Ingram’s Book Group
account, paperback and hardback copies can be
purchased using their iPage system at a 50% discount.

His health issues compelled the
family to move to the mainland as Iain
had to receive regular treatment at a
hospital in Edinburgh for more than a
decade. During the summer holidays,
Iain and his sister would spend six weeks at their
granny’s home in Laxdale.
Comments Iain: “I cannot remember anything
of my early childhood when I could walk, run,
etc. So walking with elbow crutches and using
a wheelchair was normal for me, as I knew no
different.”
Despite his physical limitations, Iain was
determined to live the best life and be as
independent as possible. He had a car and
enjoyed life to the full. In 2001 he settled into his
own home in Fochabers.
But further challenges lay ahead some 16 years
later when Iain had a tumble getting out of bed
one morning.
“My arm got trapped between the mattress and
bedside cabinet. I could not free myself and lay
trapped for eight hours until my neighbours came
to save me. I think that I had a small stroke while I
was lying trapped, and this has made my recovery
worse.” he explains.
His initial recovery from his accident would
take over a year and treatment at four different
hospitals.
To Iain’s chagrin, he did not match his childhood
resilience in later life. Consequently, Iain found it
difficult to bounce back as quickly from his latest
health setback.
“It took longer to adjust following my accident
in 2017 when I became severely disabled and
unable to look after myself from feeding to
personal care. To be honest, I will never be fully
comfortable with some aspects. When you were as
fiercely independent as I was, it is a lot to come to
terms with,” remarks Iain.
“Following my accident, I am permanently in an
electric wheelchair. Whilst the novelty of being in
one all the time - 14-hours a day - might be quite
nice at first, it soon wears off. “
However, despite life dealing him another bad
hand, Iain remains philosophical.
He told EVENTS: “It is natural to go back and
relive events, which happened and say ‘if I did this
or that differently then things might be different.
But I can’t undo what has happened. So I have to
make do with what I have and get on with life. I
think everyone who has become severely disabled,
as I have become, would say to themselves, ‘why
me?’ Well, why not you as it has to happen to
someone!”

Read loads more by and about Iain on his own website

He rails against society’s attitude that his accident
getting out of bed may have been deterministic of
his Cerebral Palsy.

SPECIAL REPORT BY TAYLOR EDGAR

“Wrong! It was an accident and nothing more.
I did not expect this to happen in a million years.
I loved driving and thought I would be driving
for 20 plus more years. However, following my
accident, I can’t drive and will never drive again;
even though I might, I’ve decided never to drive
again for safety reasons. That makes me incredibly
sad,” states Iain.
His one constant throughout the past three
decades has been his passion for learning via the
Open University.
He first joined the Open University in 1991
and has gone on to earn two BScs and one MSc
in science subjects, mainly human biology.
According to Iain, his studies have sustained him
even when lying in ICU with a ventilating tube
down his throat.
As chance would have it while taking a virology
course, Iain would discover he had contracted the
Hong Kong strain of influenza back in the Sixties.
And it is the Open University that is once more
providing Iain with further motivation. At the time
of writing, he was awaiting news on whether
the Open University had accepted his doctorate
proposal. If so, he will begin his PhD course in
October.
“I want to do a PhD for me and to prove to
myself I can do it. I don’t care if people think I can
count up to five on my fingers. Who knows what
will happen in the future, but if I might be able to
help increase awareness towards disability, then I
would in any way,” remarks a determined Iain.
His outlook is well-founded in personal
experience and the well-worn adage of never
judging a book by its cover.
“I have always been ambitious, and if I wanted
to do something, then I would find a way of
achieving my goal,” recalls Iain.
He adds: “The most important lesson I would
say to anyone is never to give up if you have
dreams. Your dream might take you longer if you
are disabled, in my lived experience, and the path
to victory might not be smooth, but you’ll get there
if you want to. Prove things to yourself and not
anyone else.”
But beneath this ‘can-do attitude,” Iain admits
there are times when it proves difficult to remain
positive: “My accident is undoubtedly the biggest
challenge to keep a positive attitude I’ve had to
deal with, but my sheer determination has got me
through everything.”
His bid to become Dr Iain M Stephen appears
an eminently attainable goal given his seemingly
unrelenting will to succeed.
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£1m contract for hub
scheme signed in Leverburgh
A

By Annie Delin

contract of works worth £1million was signed in Leverburgh
on the afternoon of Thursday 10 February, representing a
huge leap forward for the south Harris community.
Leverhulme Community Hub Ltd (LCH) announced that a contract
of works for the renovation of the former Leverburgh school building
has been signed with island-based construction firm Lewis Builders.
The year-long contract will see a full refurbishment of the former
school, including the installation of energy-efficiency measures.
The signing of the contract is a momentous occasion for the hub
board of directors, who have worked tirelessly for over six years to
bring the project to this stage.
Angus MacLeod, chair of LCH said: “Reaching this milestone
has been no mean feat, especially with the challenges the current
financial and economic climate have thrown at us.
“The scale of works had to be cut back on several occasions due
to rising costs. There have been many late nights, long meetings and,
at times, we wondered if this was possible. We are delighted to now
be in a position where we have a contractor – experienced in such
projects – in place, alongside a great design team.
“It has been over 20 years since the last substantial injection
of public money into our area and since then we seem to have
somewhat fallen off the map.
“What we hope for the future, is that the establishment of
Leverhulme Community Hub will not only be successful as a project
but will in fact be the catalyst for the much-needed regeneration of
the Leverburgh and South Harris area. It’s time to put Leverburgh
back on the map and we feel privileged to be a part of that vision.
“I would like to take this opportunity to thank our board of
directors for their efforts in getting us here, along with our staff
members, Sandra MacAskill of CaskieCo and all our funders. The
last 6 years have been a real team effort.”
Working alongside Lewis Builders and the LCH board will be a
construction design team comprising of Taighean Innse Gall, IMQS,
Greenspace Live and Total Design.
For the successful contractors, director Dan MacLennan of
Lewis Builders said: “Lewis Builders are delighted to be awarded
the contract for the refurbishment and reconfiguration of the
former Leverhulme Memorial School to form the new Leverhulme
Community Hub.
“We look forward to working with the Leverhulme Community
Hub, Tighean Innse Gall and the local community to provide some
well-deserved facilities for the local area.”
Originally built as a recreation hall for Lord Leverhulme’s workers,
the building to be transformed into the hub is an iconic feature in the
village, steeped in history. The building was brought into public use
as a school in the 1930s and is the place where many a South Harris
boy and girl got their education – eight out of nine of the board’s
directors went to school there.
Earmarked for demolition, once no longer needed for the school,
the building was saved by the community and bought in 2020 with
help from the Scottish Land Fund.
Renovation works were set to start on Monday 14 February and,
once complete, Leverhulme Community Hub will include a café,
launderette, charity shop, gym, historical society, offices for let and
a community space for hire.
Funding from a variety of sources has made the renovation project
possible. The board today expressed thanks to the Architectural
Heritage Fund, CARES, Crown Estates, Comhairle nan Eilean Siar,
Garfield Weston, Highlands and Islands Enterprise, Islands Green
Recovery Fund (Inspiring Scotland), Regeneration Capital Grant
Fund, Scottish Land fund, Western Isles Lottery and the Western Isles
Development Trust.
The renovation will mean disruption to the charity shop and
launderette, both of which opened last summer and immediately
proved to be a great success. The launderette will remain closed
while the works are ongoing but the charity shop, Aosd’ is Ùr, is in
the process of moving next door to the village hall.
To keep up with the progress of the refurbishment, follow LCH
on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/LevComHub and on
Instagram @levcomhub
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5 Feb -1st March- These are the Days Of
Ha, Given by Baha’u’llah, Time for joy and
happiness, These precious days are blessed,
Acts of charity, hospitality, Giving each other
gifts, Visiting the poor and needy Friends and
family. A time of cheer, a time of joy, A spiritual
preparation Time for celebration Time of joy
and happiness Happy Ayyam-i-Ha

https://music.elikamahony.com/
track/happy-ayyam-i-ha-2
Ayyam-i-Ha are 4 days Baha’i festival that is
joyously celebrated in the Western Isles as well
as countries and territories all over the world. It
typically falls around the end of February and
beginning of March. Ayyam-i-Ha means “Days
of Ha” and the letter “ha” is a symbol for the
divine essence of God
Baha’u’llah has reduced rituals and
ceremonies to a minimum in the Baha’i Faith and
so everyone celebrates Ayyam-i-Ha differently.
Many communities and families share meals
together and some exchange gifts. Ayyam-i-Ha
celebrations can be elaborate and complex or
they can be humble and simple.

https://www.bahaiblog.net/2015/02/
an-introduction-to-ayyam-i-ha/
In Stornoway, children from 5 different
religious backgrounds & 5 different nationalities
have come together in harmony to learn ‘Song
we are drops’ , guided by one of the most
distinguished musicians of town. They are going
to cheer & bring joy to the elderly and disabled.
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T

he ability of a poet to move his audience
to laughter and to tears was celebrated
as a man named as ‘the last bard of a great
generation’ passed away early in February.

took it to Speedie’s work at the Spar in Stornoway
and gave it to him. He said: ‘That’s to be sung to
the tune Be Thou My Vision and, if it doesn’t fit,
give it back.’”

The death of Willie ‘Teddy’ Campbell of
Flesherin, at Western Isles Hospital on Monday 7
February, at the age of 83, ended an era marked
by a fine tradition of great poetry in Point and
unleashed a wave of memories and tributes from
those who knew him.

The song did fit and was sung by Speedie
at Tiumpanhead Community Centre in 2014,
when over 100 people crowded into the centre
to hear Willie Teddy’s songs and poetry. It was
at this event that the importance of collecting
Willy Teddy’s work together became obvious,
dispersed as it was through many recordings, by
different voices and on different media.

Willie was born in Flesherin, Point in 1938 to
Calum Uilleam Bheag, nicknamed ‘Teddy’ and
his wife Jessie, who was from the Uig district. He
was the eldest of three brothers and, like many of
his fellows, looked to the sea and the Merchant
Navy for work.

As a result, in 2018, Willie Teddy’s works were
captured in a publication by Stornoway publisher
Acair, ‘Bàrdachd Uilleam Iain Caimbeul: Poems
of Willie John Campbell (Willie Teddy)’ edited by
Nan Graham Macdonald and Angela Jenkins.

He worked on cable-laying boats and later,
together with his brother Iain Eric, got a job on
the docks at Glasgow, on a small boat which
carried huge ropes for tying up the great ships
that came into the dock.

Agnes Rennie, who was general manager
of Acair at the time, said: “Willie was such a
modest man that the book would probably never
have seen the light of day if his great friend Nan
Macdonald had not come to Acair with the idea
for a book.

It was while working in Glasgow that he
met Joan from Carloway and was married. The
couple settled in Partick and had a family of three
daughters, but Joan died suddenly and tragically
young and he brought his children back to Lewis,
staying first in Flesherin with his mother and then
moving the family to Stornoway.
Willie was able to take up work immediately
on returning to Lewis with the Stornoway harbour
board. He continued in that employment until
taking early retirement due to ill-health, and
from then devoted more of his time to songs and
poetry in English and Gaelic.
His songs ranged from the deeply touching
elegies composed for his lost wife and tributes
to island friends such as Ishbel Macaskill, to
humorous sketches in words like The Postman’s
Navy, a tribute to the cable-laying vessels on
which he worked. He also waxed lyrical about
the coming of windfarms and celebrated Point
FC’s 1994 win in the Highland Amateur Cup.

“It was a perfect book for Acair to add to its
list of local poets. Willie’s poems, some written
in Gaelic and some in English, reflect his love of
family and community.”
In his introduction to the book, Portnaguran
expatriate Matthew Maciver said: “This is not just
a book for the people of Point, it is one that will
inspire all of us who feel a strong sense of loyalty
to our language, our culture and our roots.
Willie Teddy at his marriage to Joan in Glasgow,
Willie Teddy at a cèilidh in Aird school in 2015

Days of Ha are followed by a nineteen-day
period each year during which adult Bahá’ís fast
from sunrise to sunset each day, from 2 to 20
March, which immediately precedes Naw Ruz
on 21st March the Bahá’í new year and the first
day of Spring.

“This was the beginning of several musical
collaborations with Willie with songs such as
Portnaguran by the Sea, Dèan Gàire and Briogais
Iain Pheedie to follow.

“He had stories of his childhood and youth,
of bygone days sailing, but it was as a bard that
he was outstanding. He said that he first wrote
bàrdachd when he was at sea and his mother
was complaining he wrote no letters to her, so he
wrote her a bàrdachd and sent it home.
“He was the last poet of the original bàrdean
that Point had, the last of an era. He was a guy
who could write a piece of bàrdachd about
anything – whether they were cheery, sad,
sentimental or funny.
“His bàrdachd moved people. He could write
about places, the love he had for his wife and
latterly he became very spiritual in his writings.
His life was like a beautiful progression.”
Willie Teddy Campbell’s funeral was held on
10 February at Garrabost Church of Scotland,
where the service was taken by Rev Tommy
MacNeil of Martin’s Memorial Church and
Willie’s own song, the Sinner’s Prayer, was sung
by Donald ‘Speedie’ Macleod of Bayble.

“The song was Gad Ionndrainn and it featured
on the new CD along with another of Willie’s
songs, Càrn nan Gaisgeach, which he wrote to
celebrate the memorial which was built at the
Braighe to commemorate the Aignish land raids.

“It was always fun working with Willie and,
being the true gentleman, he always gave me the
impression that I was doing him a huge favour by
singing his songs when indeed it was the other
way about, with him entrusting me to compose
music for such great lyrics.”
Willie’s capacity for comedy was fondly
remembered by many as the tributes poured in.
Peter Macdonald said: “My old man was Iain

“Love songs, songs that praise his island home,
songs of longing and songs that will make you
laugh out loud – they are all here, written in
Willie John’s very personal style and this book
now shares them with a new generation.”
For those who knew Willie Teddy in life, his
large spirit, character and humour enriched many
occasions. Fellow Rudhach Marisa Macdonald
said: “Willie loved a cèilidh and wherever there
was one he would be there. He was always a
storyteller and participated in many storytelling
events which we organised around the islands.”

Musician and music tutor Iain ‘Costello’
Maciver was one of those given the opportunity
to record songs written by Willie Teddy. He said:
“I first got to know Willie Teddy when he worked
for the Stornoway Pier and Harbour Commission,
although I wasn’t aware of his bardic talents back
then. A few years later both Willie and I used to
frequent the lounge bar of the Royal British Legion
in Stornoway on a Saturday night, me in my
capacity as a musician and Willie in his capacity
as a music critic and lover of Gaelic songs.

https://youtu.be/qsDHH5T5B5M

For more information,
please see
https://www.bahai.org.uk/
call/text 07798700443

www.hebevents.com

Great bard’s legacy of tears and laughter

“On one such occasion in 1999 Willie
approached me and asked if I had any plans to
record a Gaelic CD. As it happened, I was in the
process of recording at the time and was on the
lookout for new songs. Willie very kindly offered
me a song he had written in memory of his late
wife. He said he had only ever heard it being
sung by women and would love to hear it sung
by a man.

song we are drops
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Cover image from the book of his works.

Pheedie and thought it was hilarious that Willie
had written a song about his trousers.”
But it was for his songs of grief and loss that
he gained his reputation as a bard of true stature,
especially for those written in memory of his dear
wife Joan.
Duncan Macleod of Carloway said: “His songs
in memory of his late wife Joan Sheonaidh must
be among the most moving ever written by a
grieving husband” and Dolina Morrison of Back

Willie Teddy at the launch of his book at Ionad Stoodie in 2018

said: “Many a tear was shed, listening to his
beautiful songs, some of which were of his own
personal circumstances. A very gifted man who
will be greatly missed.”
Lifelong friend and neighbour Nan Graham
Macdonald was one of the very many people
who attended Willie’s funeral at Garrabost
Church of Scotland on Thursday 10 February.
There was a special poignancy for her in listening
to Donald ‘Speedie’ Macleod of Bayble singing a

song Willie Teddy had composed in memory of
her late husband, his own friend Seumas Beag
of Flesherin.
Nan said: “The song was made by Willie after
he heard Speedie precenting psalm 23 to the tune
of Be Thou My Vision at my husband’s funeral.
Willie Teddy said that the singing touched his
heart, those were the words he used.
“He was so affected that he wrote a bàrdachd,
Ùrnaigh a’ Pheacaich (the Sinner’s Prayer) and he

A one-hour interview with Willie Teddy
conducted by Coinneach MacÌomhair and
recorded in 2014 was broadcast on BBC Radio
nan Gàidheal both morning and evening on the
day of his funeral, with thousands tuning in to
listen to his yarns and his songs once again.
Willie is mourned by brothers Iain Eric in
Glasgow and Back, Roddy in New Zealand,
daughters Ann, Kathleen and Lorraine, who all
work within the NHS, son-in-law David, granddaughters Johanna, Eilidh, Katie and Kristie and a
huge circle of friends and admirers drawn to him
over many years.
Tribute compiled by Annie Delin
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All Down The Years
T

he issues of the role of men in
family life - and of prizes and
rewards in scholastic life - were as
topical in 1935 as they are today.
Two articles - both signed ‘VI’ –
appeared in an annual magazine
produced by The Nicolson Institute
- one of many all down the years.

Fathers are
so funny!

R

ecently it was pointed out by a London
magistrate that there is no society which
looks after the rights of fathers. This is so, but
the suggestion that fathers have some rights will
cause surprise in many quarters.

Discuss the matter with head of the household
– that is, of course, with one of the children – and
what do you find? He will tell you that his father is
all very well in his place and is useful on pay-days,
birthdays, and about Christmas time, but otherwise
he would rather not be bothered with him.
But now it seems that everything is being done to
bring up father in the way he should go. In London
already, there are places where fathercraft is taught,
and training given in the art of looking after baby
and in numerous other domestic tasks.

After little more than 10 years of use, the glittering glass blocks of the refurbished Crush Hall were no more - the scene on August 20, 2012 as bulldozers and other
demolition equipment began the creation of what is now the bus turning area and car park for the new buildings of The Nicolson Institute

T

Should school prizes be awarded for
mental superiority?

he question at stake is of a rather awkward
It is only natural, I think, that, with the vision of
nature, as it is one which, like many others,
a heavy-fisted father attempting to bath, dress, and
soothe his baby, the birth rate is falling, for when in this generation of indecision and deeparrangements are made to teach fathers to look after thinking, cannot be approached by all with
purely impartial sentiments.
them, babies are afraid to be born nowadays.

Also, while the foot that rocks the cradle used to
There are at least two sections of humanity who
rule the world, nowadays it is kept too busy trying cannot be expected to give wholly disinterested
to rock the clutch of a two-seater car.
opinions on this point; these are, firstly, those whom
No doubt this idea of teaching father to be nature has endowed with mental superiority. The
useful about the house is a good one. For instance, majority of· these will contend to the last in favour of
what does the average father know of such a task the award of prizes to themselves. The other section
as washing baby? I am convinced that to him it are those who have been unfortunate in their share
consists of dipping baby in the bath, scrubbing it of mental power. Most of these, if not all, will strictly
down with a chamois, wringing it dry, and then adhere to the opposition. There is, however, a class
running it through the mangle. And when it comes which can give candidly impartial consideration to
to undressing baby, most father. will admit defeat the question in hand. That class consists of those
at once. Therefore, these father-craft lectures may who have struck a happy medium between the two
serve some useful purpose, if only they teach a man extremes, mental inferiority and mental superiority
to remove safety-pins from baby’s clothes and prick – who claim no kinship with the mentally deficient
yet dare not presume to class themselves with the
his own fingers.
mentally superior – who, for the time being, may be
Touching the problem of soothing baby, there termed the mentally efficient. Now, as a member of
must surely be some better and more scientific this last group, I consider myself quite justified to be
method than the present one of walking up and consulted on the question.
down the bedroom floor in bare feet, while his
School prizes, like other prizes, should be
majesty the baby practises a solo performance for
awarded solely for merit. Is mental superiority a
the Mod.
merit on the part of its possessor? Most decidedly
Yet I don’t think the average father should ever be it is not. By the widest stretch of the imagination
expected to get a baby to sleep by singing “Caidil
the possession of mental superiority cannot be
thusa etc.,” or by crooning, Bing Crosby style. The
included in a list of Merit. It is certainly meritorious
common father lacks the voice for that sort of thing
on the part of Fate to endow mortals with mental
and can get no further than a fair imitation of a
superiority, but that has no bearing upon the
cartwheel that needs greasing. Still, it pays if baby
subject in question. Also, mental superiority may
pretends to be asleep so as to stop father’s singing.
lead to merit; it may induce its happy possessor
They actually teach men now to knit and cook. to take steps which are meritorious; but again, it
Well, I think there is enough indigestion in the world does not follow from that fact that the possession
already. I have never yet known a man, whether of mental superiority is, in itself, a merit or is in
bachelor or husband, who would produce such a any way prize-worthy – even school prize-worthy.
small thing as an omelette, that did not eventually Hence it follows that those who are awarded prizes
have to be chopped into strips and used in making for mental superiority are rewarded undeservedly.
hinges for a rabbit hutch.
How should we account for mental superiority?
Still, it’s good to know that fathers are at last coming It is one of Nature’s gifts to human beings; not to
in demand again. Poor father! Even the English all, but to a lucky few. It is a gift not a prize, not
language is called the mother tongue – probably a dessert rewarded. Those who have been gifted
because the father can’t get a word in edgewise.
with it deserved the distinction no more than the
VI. rest of mankind; this, in a way, is an example of

violated justice. Then to give school prizes to
those who have been gifted, just for the sake of
their being gifted, would be an example of justice
doubly violated. The first of these violations, which
is of Nature, we patiently if not willingly submit
to; just as our “brother in grievance’’ did of old
– he who, suffering in a similar cause, though
under afflictions to all appearances more severe
than ours, has said: ‘’ Shall we receive good at the
hand of God and shall we not receive evil?” Still
another text prompts us to let this act of injustice
pass unquestioned, ‘’For my thoughts are not your
thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” saith
the Lord. To us the unequal distribution of mental
power over an equally deserving people may seem
unjust, but to the Great Being, who assigned to
each his lot and to whom the mentally superior
owe their talent, it may appear in quite a different
light. But the second violation of justice, the award
of school prizes for the gift of mental superiority –
which is of man – to be precise of school teachers
– we inwardly resent, yet outwardly submit to
basing our hopes the while upon the promise
vouchsafed to the meek. Thus, we see that prizes
given for mental superiority are given not only
undeservedly, but unlawfully.
Apart from this intrinsic evil of the act of
awarding school prizes for mental superiority,
there are the evil efforts which that act inevitably
entails. Think of the industrious though mentally
limited pupil on “closing day’’ when, with
drooping head and sinking heart, he walks home
to a jeering family without prize or any recognition
of effort; he who, throughout the year, had been
striving with might and main, in school and study
to put his slow brain to the best possible use; who
had given earnest consideration to each item in the
daily outlay of homework; whose every moment
had been spent just as his teacher would have him
spend it; what a bitter pang of ill-feeling must seize
his breast when he thinks of his brilliant class-mate
walking with head erect, high spirit, and prize
tucked under his arm, into the embrace of elated
parents; his class-mate who had been the bone
of his “grinding” hours, laughing him to scorn for
the pains he took with his ‘’prep”; who had never

taken teachers’ advice and yet easily carried off the
prize just because Nature had favoured him with
an abundant supply of intelligence!
In a repetition of the above case, the pang of illfeeling may develop into something more serious.
Consider the case of the Elementary pupil to whom
the school prize is all in all. This is his second
“closing day’’ without a prize. As he lies in bed
in gloomy despondency on the first night of the
holidays, he begins by degrees to bring his inferior
mind to bear in full force upon the situation which
stands as follows: He is not “brainy,” but he works
hard, yet despite his hard work he fails to catch
up with his brainy classmates, who consequently
get the prizes; what is the use of his working hard
then? By the seventh week he will have formed
the decision of exerting himself as little as possible
during the forthcoming year and years. Here the
ill-feeling has developed into stubborn inactivity.
As the years pass on, as the Elementary has waxed
into the Secondary, the school prize into the school
medal, the ill-feeling will have advanced accordingly
and gone from strength to strength. The inferior pupil
whose ambition inclines him prize-wards will now
make Nature the object of his accusatory wrath; he
will lay the entire blame for his going home without
recognition of ability at Nature’s door. This, of course,
is a sin and is the direct result of the award of prizes
for mental superiority.
Another sinful passion generating from the same
root is the proud self-importance which the prize
imparts to its mentally superior receiver. This, of
course, would have been quite innocent and
permissible had the prize been deserved, but in
the case in question where, as we have already
shown, the prize is undeserved, the sense of selfimportance becomes false and therefore sinful.
Thus, the award of school prizes for mental
superiority, leading to sin, is a sin, and the fact of
its not being prohibited by the moral law proves
that school-prizes could not have been in vogue in
the days of Moses; had they been, I am quite sure
that the eleventh commandment would be: ‘’Thou
shalt not award prizes for mental superiority.’’

VI.
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£100,000 bid to save Isle’s hall

fund-raising appeal is underway to pay
for much-needed repairs to Berneray
Community Hall which has long been a vibrant
centre of the community’s life.
Fund-raising is required to replace the roof and
carry out essential repairs to the heating system and
wind turbine. The hall is now almost 40 years old,
and the work is required to ensure the tight-knit
community on Berneray have a communal space
for decades to come.
Around £100,000 is needed by the start of April
to bring the ageing hall up to modern standards
and replace the leaky roof. By the start of March,
the total had reached £6775.

The roofing material is now failing due to age
and there are several leaks. The life expectancy
of the roof was 15-25 years and the building has
now stood for nearly 40, so, despite maintenance,
it needs major repairs. The roof has been an issue
for a few years but lockdown meant all renovation
plans were paused and the work is now critical.
“We are having to run dehumidifiers and heaters
24 hours a day in the winter to address the water
ingress which is both costly and unsustainable.”
As well as replacing the roof, they want to
better insulate the Hall in order to heat it more
sustainably and as part of a wider aim to provide a
greener Hall for the future.

An appeal has been launched on crowdfunder.
com. Donations have included £1500 from the Bays
of Harris estate - reflecting the historical ties with the
Isle of Harris rather than with the North Uist post
code area; and £1000 from the Berneray Shop and
Bistro.
The appeal organisers say they are sure many of
you have memories that were made in Berneray
Community Hall. During Berneray Week the
Hall serves as a hub for many different activities,
including quiz nights, treasure hunts, concerts and
infamous dances. These are enjoyed by locals and
visitors alike, and those with connections to the
island ensure their return visits coincide with the
celebrations.

Outside of tourist season, the Hall is somewhere
to gather together when it’s dark and wild outside,
most notably at the annual Christmas dinner and
ceilidh.
Meanwhile, a quiz night is scheduled in the hall
on March 11. Teams of four to eight people can
enter for £5 per person. There will also be a raffle.
All funds raised by the crowdfunder will help
towards replacing the roof of the Hall. In addition,
for every £10 you donate, you will receive one
entry into our exciting prize draw, with prizes
donated from across the local community. The
prize draw, carried out by Berneray Community
Association, will be drawn when the fundraising
appeal ends.

Lightning fireball destroys home
A

By Annie Delin

couple escaped with their lives, their
dogs and almost nothing else overnight
on Wednesday 23 February after lightning
exploded through the roof of their home in
Ardroil.
Dr Louise Scott, a GP in Stornoway, and her
husband Simon, who is the factor at Grimersta Estate,
were asleep until just before 2am, when a direct
lightning strike demolished their chimney, carried
away part of the roof and set the house alight.
Simon said: “There was effectively a massive
explosion and the chimney breast fell through the
ceiling at the foot of our bed, followed by a ball
of fire.
“I grabbed a fire extinguisher, but it was obvious
that, in the weather conditions, it would be
impossible to fight it, so we just grabbed our three
dogs and made it out of the house in our pyjamas
and wellies.”
The Scottish Fire and Rescue Service sent four
appliances to the scene from Bernera, Valtos,
Shawbost and Stornoway, under the direction of
SFRS group commander Dougie Campbell.
Group Commander Campbell said that the
crews were faced with a well-developed fire which
they continued to fight, in atrocious conditions,
until 8am, when the scene had been made safe,
although the home had been ‘totally destroyed.’
He said: “Our first priority was to establish there
were no people or animals in the building, which

fortunately there were not, but the people have lost
everything but what they stood up in.
“I want to thank all our crews for showing
dedication and professionalism throughout the
incident in atrocious weather.”
His sentiments were echoed by Simon Scott,
who said: “I want to say how grateful we are to
the various teams who attended the scene in very
difficult conditions. It was a major operation and
we are very grateful.
“We’re fine and we’re grateful to be here.
Everything happened so quickly, we had no time
to think. If the chimney had fallen two or three
feet in either direction it could have been a very
different story.
“We escaped with our Jack Russell-cross dogs,
one phone, our pyjamas and our wellies, but
we have been inundated with offers of help and
accommodation by the good folk of Uig, who have
offered lots of help and kindness.”
The wrecked home
at Ardroil, with
chunks of masonry
from the chimney
and gable end
scattered around
the house
(Scottish Fire and
Rescue Service)

Louise said: “At the end of the day it is just ‘stuff’
that we have lost and we are so grateful to every
individual, the fire crews, both locally and from
further afield, who worked through the night in
atrocious weather. We are thankful for what these
guys, and their families and employers, do.”
Group Commander Campbell confirmed: “The
house was destroyed and two cars were also lost,
but there were no injuries to people or livestock.”
Louise and Simon were being accommodated
temporarily at Grimersta Lodge in the aftermath of
the incident.

Record deal for Rosie
L

By Annie Delin

ewis singer songwriter Rosie Sullivan signed her
first record on Monday 7 February, on what she
described as ‘the biggest day of my life so far.’

Part of the new wave of musical talent emerging
from the Isle of Lewis over recent years, Rosie first
set her sights on musical success aged just 13, when
she won 2015’s Song Academy competition for
young songwriters from across the UK and Ireland.

Rosie puts her signature to the contract
(Rosie Helen Sullivan)

That gave her the chance to record her first song,
‘Runs from the Storm’ at Sony’s EMI studios and to
perform live at Wembley in front of 6,000 people.
It was a huge experience for a young performer –
as was stepping onto the stage at Hebridean Celtic
Festival in 2018, after a lifetime admiring HebCelt
bands from the audience.

But despite many performances since, and the
release of EPs including Wonderland, recorded at
Wee Studio in Stornoway, Rosie heralded signing to
the Nettwerk Music Group as the biggest event yet.
Nettwerk are a worldwide, Canadian-based
independent record label, established in 1984.
They’ve become a powerful player across musical
genres, having represented big names including
Coldplay, Dido and Barenaked Ladies.
Rosie is their latest signing and, posting on
Facebook, she said: “Today I signed a record deal.
Probably the biggest day of my life so far, and I
couldn’t be more excited.
“Thank you to the people, the places and the
experiences that have shaped me. I’m who I am
today because of it.

“My biggest fans and supporters, my amazing
mum and dad, I love you both so much. Thanks
for helping me follow my dream. And, of course,
I wouldn’t be here without many, many people
who have supported me from the beginning of my
music-ing. You know who you are.
“I can’t wait to work with Nettwerk and I’m so
grateful they found me. Here’s to new beginnings,
more music, and the next chapter of highs and lows.”
The year is off to a great start for Rosie, now
studying at Edinburgh Napier University. Her
debut single ‘So It Is’ was released in August
last year, and she’s now announced that she is
headlining her first show in April at Edinburgh’s
Sneaky Pete’s, shortly after playing as support to
Michael Timmons at Glasgow’s King Tut’s.
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GLASGOW
FILM FESTIVAL
2 Mar – 18 Mar
£8/£7.50/£6.50 /
Auditorium
We are delighted to be
partnering with Glasgow
Film Festival, screening
some of the biggest
titles from their 2022
programme, kicking off on
the 2nd March with the UK premiere of The Outfit, Graham Moore’s gripping tale of deception.
On International Women’s Day, 8th March, we’re screening ‘Happening’ (L’evenement). Bringing the
festival to a close on our screen on 18th March is the UK premiere of the intoxicating coming-of-age
film, Murina!

NEW MUSIC
SESSIONS:
CALUM BLANE
Wed 23 Mar
FREE / Auditorium
New Music Sessions return to An
Lanntair’s stage this March! Lewis
lad Calum is a multi-instrumentalist/
songwriter with an eclectic array of
musical influences. Having coerced
some fellow musicians to join him
on the stage, he is excited to be
debuting his original music.

FLATS &
SHARPS
Wed 30 Mar
£15/£13.50 /
Auditorium
A four-piece Bluegrass
outfit from Penzance,
Cornwall, Flats & Sharps
have
been
delivering
energetic,
enthusiastic,
and spirited Bluegrass to
audiences all around the
world, performing their
unique take on this genre
for over ten years. Their music perfectly blends strong harmonies and stonking solos, their incredible stage
presence and energy create an evening that’ll have you dancing, laughing and singing along in no time.

GM2: Pupils enjoyed participating in
a science workshop with Professor
Catherine Heymans from the Institute
for Astronomy at University of
Edinburgh.
Pupils learnt about different kinds of
stars. Using their “mini telescopes”,
pupils identified and counted the
different stars on images from
the Hubble Space Telescope. They
recorded their findings using tally
marks and then calculated their totals.
Professor Heymans told us how lucky
we are to live in Lewis as we can see
the stars so clearly here.

CLASSIC
ROCK NIGHT
Sat 2 Apr
£12.50 / Auditorium
An Lanntair is bringing
Rock Night back! Join us
and all the usual local
music-makers for our everpopular Rock Night! An
evening of live music from
the host of talented island
musicians and singers –
Rock Night is certainly one
not to be missed. It Rocks!

AN LANNTAIR CINEMA IN MARCH
Date

Film

Time

Wed 2 Mar

The Outfit (15) 

7.30pm

Fri 4 Mar

Marry Me (12A)

Sat 5 Mar

Sat 12 Mar

8pm

Sing 2 (U)
Uncharted (12A)
The Godfather (18)

Fri 18 Mar

Murina (15) (Subtitled)

8pm

Marry Me (12A) (Subtitled)

3pm

Sat 19 Mar

Belfast (12A)

6pm

Death on the Nile (12A)
Death on the Nile (12A)

5pm
8pm

Jackass Forever (18)

9pm

Sat 26 Mar

Tue 8 Mar

Happening (L’evenement) (15) (Subtitled) 8.30pm

Moonfall (12A)
Cyrano (12A)

3pm
6pm

Sun 27 Mar

Moonfall (12A)

2pm

Fri 11 Mar

Uncharted (12A)

Thur 31 Mar

Rebel Dread (N/C 15+)

7pm

8pm

2pm
5pm
8.30pm

P7B: P7 were very
fortunate to experience
the Cosmos Planetarium as
part of An lanntair’s Dark
Skies Festival. Throughout
the 40 minute session,
our guide Steven talked us
through: the first Apollo
Mission and the possible
future exploration of
the Moon, the stars and
constellations of the night
skies, and possibilities
of life elsewhere in the
universe.
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GM5-6: GM5/6 are learning about the Giant Panda and other endangered animals. We are taking part in a 7-week programme which is being delivered by the Royal Zoological Society of Scotland via Teams.

Nursery: The Nursery children have been working alongside the Woodland Trust and have planted a range of trees in the Nursery garden. They are learning how to grow, take care of them and the importance of planting
trees for our environment.

P5A: Today, 22/2/22 was Twosday. P5A took part in lots of activities to do with the number two, eg Palindromes,
Homophones (to, too, two), doubling and two times table. In the afternoon we took part in a Twosday Quiz.
Because it was Twosday, they worked in pairs. Pictured above are the whole class preparing to start the quiz.
The picture right shows the 1st, 2nd and 3rd equal pairs. In first place, Rory and Sam. 2nd were Christina and
Katie. 3rd equal were Ryan and Jenson and Calum and David. Well done everyone!
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Building our communities

Careers fairs held again across Isles
A

By Katie Macleod

to direct conversations between young people
and employers,” said Councillor Paul Steele,
Chair of the Education, Sport, and Children’s
Services Committee. “I hope that this will be the
first of many similar events in the Employability
Hub and look forward to seeing similar Careers
Fairs throughout the Western Isles.” Additional
career fairs are scheduled for this month at Sgoil
Lionacleit in Benbecula Tarbert Community Hall
in Harris, and Castlebay Community School

fter two years of virtual events thanks to
pandemic restrictions, the first in-person
Careers Fair in the Outer Hebrides since
2019 took place in Stornoway Town Hall on
Thursday 24th February.
More than 400 pupils from The Nicolson
Institute attended the event, which was hosted by
Developing the Young Workforce (DYW) Outer
Hebrides in partnership with Comhairle nan
Eilean Siar, Skills Development Scotland, and
Lews Castle College UHI.

DYW Outer Hebrides Lead Dolina Smith said
that the careers “event showcased the dedication
of Western Isles employers to developing our
young workforce. It is important that young people
of all ages know what is on offer to them when
they leave school, and I am confident that these
conversations with local employers will have
helped generate ideas for their future. DYW Outer
Hebrides relies heavily on participation from
schools, employers and partner organisations.
Thanks must go to all who helped made the event
possible.”

Employers involved included the Scottish
Salmon Company, Ishga, Bòrd na Gaidhlig, Lewis
Builders, Hebridean Housing Partnership, the Cala
Hotels Group, and NHS Western Isles, among
others.
Up on the balcony, representatives from
Lews Castle College UHI offered practical
demonstrations and information on everything
from maritime skills and business to construction
and engineering and gave pupils the chance to
try their hand at computer programming, CAD
drawing, and hairdressing – not to mention tasting
freshly-made crepes by the hospitality team.
And in the main hall, NHS Paramedics had
their life-saving equipment on display for pupils
to see; the Scottish Salmon Company explained
the stages of salmon development; and Comhairle

nan Eilean Siar’s Apprenticeship Team shared
information on the apprenticeship pathway that
progresses from Foundation Apprenticeships in
school, to Modern Apprenticeships and even
Graduate Apprenticeships.
“It was fantastic to once again have the
opportunity to talk directly to young people about

what we can offer them and to learn how we can
shape future delivery to meet their career aims,”
said Comhairle nan Eilean Siar’s Apprenticeship
Team Leader, Sarah Reap.
“The work of DYW, employers and partners in
providing virtual careers information has been
commendable but there is no real alternative

Developing the Young Workforce is the Scottish
Government’s Youth Employment Strategy to better
prepare young people for the world of work, with
regional DYW groups across Scotland working
to strengthen links between young people and
employers. For more information, employers,
young people, parents, or anyone interested in
the work of DYW Outer Hebrides can email info@
dywouterhebrides.com.

Share and care cafés launched
A

By Katie Macleod

pop-up community café run by senior
pupils at Sir E Scott School in Harris
launched on Thursday 10 February with a good
turnout for coffee, tea, and baking, as well
as an information session from the Scottish
Fire Service and a craft table for parents and
toddlers.
Free to all who attend, the Share and Care
Café events include guest speakers, information
sessions, and the opportunity to learn new skills,
and will be held at various locations in Harris
throughout February and March. Not only does the
café give pupils the chance to develop valuable
life skills, but it also offers a space for members of
the community of all ages to get together after the
social isolation of pandemic lockdowns.
“It’s open to everybody, anybody is welcome to
come along, from babies to pensioners,” says Mairi
Maciver, Community Learning and Development
Worker at Comhairle nan Eilean Siar. “It’s
intergenerational, and the locations are accessible
to everybody.”

The community project is supported by
Community Based Adult Learning funding from the
Scottish Government and run by a partnership that
includes Community Learning and Development,
Sir E Scott School, Harris Voluntary Services, the
Harris Volunteer Centre, and Developing the Young
Workforce.
Because of the nature of the partnership, anyone
attending the café who needs advice on volunteer
or employment options can be easily signposted to
the appropriate organisation or opportunity.
The first café at Tarbert Community Centre
featured an information session from the local
fire service on the new fire alarm regulations, and
future events will be varied, with a mix of talks and
practical hands-on skills, as well as IT and internet
safety advice for anyone who needs it.
Free transport is also available to and from the
cafés, which were being held from 10.30am–
12.30pm at the Tarbert Community Centre (24
February), Leverburgh Free Church Hall (3 and 24
March), and the Scalpay Community Centre (17
and 31 March).
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Building our communities
Schools aim to distil
practical knowledge
for pupils
L

By Katie Macleod

earning doesn’t only take place in the
classroom, as a group of pupils from
Castlebay Community School discovered in
February when they visited local firm Isle of
Barra Distillers Ltd to undertake research as
part of their coursework.
The National 5 Business Management students
visited the distillery on 14 February, when they
learned about all aspects of the company, taking
in everything from hospitality to marketing and
behind-the-scenes business admin.
“From visiting our distillery shop, where we
welcome thousands of guests every year to viewing
our copper still where our island spirits are made,
followed by visiting our production area where
bottling, labelling and packaging takes place, the
pupils gained a knowledge of the company ethos,
the story of how the Isle of Barra Distillers was
born and were given a timeline and run through of
the company’s progress since launching in 2017,”
says Debbie Macmillan, Office Manager at Isle of
Barra Distillers Ltd.
“Alongside this, the pupils were interested in
learning more about our marketing techniques,
our pricing strategies, finances, day-to-day running
of the business and details of our product range.”
The visit was organised by Fiona Nicholson,

the Developing the Young Workforce Coordinator
at Castlebay Community School. Developing
the Young Workforce (DYW) is the Scottish
Government’s Youth Employment Strategy to better
prepare young people for the world of work, with
regional DYW groups across Scotland working
to strengthen links between young people and
employers.
In the Outer Hebrides, there are four DYW
Coordinators – in Lewis, Harris, Uist, and Barra –
who support pupils at all ages in learning about
potential career pathways and are a direct link
between local employers and their school.
“The DYW Coordinators get into the heart of
the schools and are there to really support young
people with the vocational offers, work experience,
and volunteering, to really prepare them for the
skills they’re going to need in the world of work,”
explains Dolina Smith, DYW Outer Hebrides Lead.

“Just because they’re on an island doesn’t
make their options limited, we still have fantastic
opportunities here, to do apprenticeships, to
broaden the scope of work experience. It’s about
getting young people out and about and really
utilising the variety of what we have here.”

“The pupils all found it beneficial and a
successful visit,” says Fiona of February’s distillery
tour, adding that the pupils were enthusiastic in
showing their interest and asking questions. “They
know first-hand from the employers about what
they do. They’re not sitting reading off a screen
about what the distillery produce; they’re seeing
what the distillery produce and their business
plans, and the pupils can visualise it. It was
brilliant.”

For Isle of Barra Distillers, that link between business
and increased local opportunity is also important.
“From the outset, involving the local community has
been at the forefront of our company goals,” explains
Debbie. “To inspire the youth of the island and future
generations to come is highly important in benefiting
our island and its community.” As the distillery staff
said on their Facebook page when the pupils visited:
“We may have even inspired some future distillers to
join us one day.”

Sgoil Uibhist a Tuath Library books

P

Laxdale School car wash

rimary pupils at Sgoil Uibhist a Tuath in
North Uist eagerly checked out new school
library books recently, after the latest books
by author and comedian David Walliams were
added to the shelves.

“We have lots of David Walliams fans in our
school,” said school staff on Facebook on 31
January.

The books were added using the proceeds from
the school’s Christmas card project, which the
school thanked the community for supporting.

“We were able to use commission from the
Pupils had promoted the event with a video
Christmas card project to purchase these books, so on the school’s Twitter account, letting the local
thank you to everyone who supported this!”
community know that free tea, coffee, and baking

P

upils at Laxdale Primary School in Lewis

raised an impressive £650.52 for their P7
“Some pupils requested we update our selection
of his books in the school library. They have all Trip to the Scaladale Centre in Harris at a
been checked out already!
school car wash during February.

was waiting for anyone who brought along their
car to the school car park for a clean between
10am and 12pm on Saturday 12th February.
After the car wash, school staff said on Twitter
that “It was brilliant to have the school community
together today for this P7 trip fundraiser. Well
done, everyone.”
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PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR FEBRUARY 2022
The following planning applications are pending consideration by Comhairle nan Eilean Siar.
All information and accompanying documents are publicly available on the CnES website.

ISLE OF LEWIS
Alter and extend
Alterations and an extension to a house in Barvas are the subject
of a planning permission application received by the Comhairle.
Applicant Nathaniel Havinden, of 19 Upper Barvas, seeks
consent to remodel the property to create a five-bedroom home by
adding an extension to the rear.

Erect a garage
Planning consent is being sought to dismantle two sheds at 28
Lewis Street and replace them with a block-built garage.
The applicant, Mr Stuart Mackay, of the same address, is also
seeking permission to remove a section of the garden wall to create
a driveway and install double iron gates.

Gift shop extension
A gift shop at 3A Doune, Carloway, could be getting more
floor space if the Comhairle agrees to an application for planning
permission.
The gift shop is beside the home of the applicant, Mrs Kathleen
Mackenzie, who explains that the gift shop has been “doing very
well”, and she now wishes to extend it. The proposed extension will
approximately double the size of the gift shop.

House demolition
Planning consent is being sought to demolish the 1940s era
house at 36 Arnol. Applicant, Mr Donald Maciver, of 16 Arnol,
states in his prior notification submission that the property has been
unoccupied since the 1960s and is no longer structurally sound. He
also points out that it is not practicable to secure the safety of the
building through repair or temporary support works.

Erect a polycrub
The Comhairle has received an agricultural prior notification
submission for the erection of a polycrub at 23B Cromore. Applicant
Marie I Morrison, of the same address, plans to instal a 12 x 4-metre

Erect a house
Dr Elizabeth Lambourn of Dulverton Road, Leicester, has applied
for planning consent to build a house and a detached ancillary
utility building at Tulloch Ard, Callanish.
In the supporting information submitted by her Skye-based
architect, Dr Lambourn is described as an academic who plans to
use the proposed property as her full-time residence and base for
her research and writing of history books.
She is also said to be a keen gardener who has begun work on a
garden based on the exposed wet peatland flora. The architectural
brief was for a modest one-bedroom home with a study and
incorporating a minimal carbon footprint and solar power.
The design also proposes using Lewisian gneiss salvaged from
the now-demolished original house on the site. In addition, the
outbuilding will house a roof-mounted solar array and be used for
gardening storage and an electric vehicle charging point.

Agricultural building

The Scottish Courts and Tribunal Service are seeking planning
rear of the Lewis Street courthouse, a listed building within the

Planning consent is being sought to develop 17A Lemreway by
removing the derelict house, installing holiday let accommodation
and a polytunnel.
Applicant David Bartles-Smith of East Hedleyhope, Durham, is
also seeking permission to create access, parking, install a private
drainage system and site a caravan for the duration of the works.

Erect a house
A 1.75 storey house with an air source heat pump is proposed for
a 1080 square metre plot adjacent to 65 Garrabost.
Applicants Donald and Emma Lamont of Mackenzie Lane,
Sandwick, wish to build a four-bedroom home.

Erect a mast
Approval is being sought for the erection of a 25-metre
communications mast at North Tolsta. Telefonica based in Slough
wishes to erect a galvanised lattice mast to support six antennae
and four dish antennas.
The development also involves installing various ground-based
equipment at the site at Loch Gormag Mor.

The applicant, Michael Scanlan of 5 Mangersta, is seeking
permission to build a 1.75 storey dwelling.

Erect a polycrub
A 6.4 x 4 polycrub for horticultural purposes is proposed for land
at St Aulas View, 40 Gress. The polycrub is to be erected at the rear
of the property by applicant M Macdonald of the same address.

town’s conservation area.

Erect an agricultural building

House demolition

The Comhairle has received a prior notification submission for
the erection of an agricultural building at 2 Geshader, Uig.

Approval is being sought to demolish a 1950’s house at 13
Kirivick, Carloway.
Applicant, Mr Donald John Macleod, of the same address,
explains in his application that the house is an old H-type croft
house condemned for habitation around 1979. However, Mr
Macleod states that he had built a new home at 13 Kirivick in 2010,
and the old croft house is no longer required.

House alteration and extension
Malcolm Flower has submitted a planning application to alter
and extend his house at 1 Knock, Point.
He is seeking consent to build an extension to the side of the
property.

According to the submitted design statement, the house is a
“modern take on a black house.” The main roof will be clad with
solar panels, while a second flat roof will be topped with turf.

New estate lodge
Scaliscro Estate has submitted plans to the Comhairle to demolish
the existing lodge building and erect a new one on the same site.

The estate also wishes to install an air source heat pump, ancillary
study and store building within the existing footprint.

Planning consent is being sought to erect a house and air source
heat pump at 5A Mangersta.

permission to instal a vehicle charging post in the car park of the

Applicant Sean Kettle of 2 Timsgarry wishes to erect a threebedroom home on a 3000 square metre plot.

Erect a ‘Shepherd’s hut style’ caravan

EV charging post

ahead.

Planning consent is being sought to build a single storey house
at 3A Ardroil.

The original building, which was subsequently redeveloped over
the years, dates back to the 1960s. The proposal is to build a new
three-storey eight-bedroom lodge, with a sunroom and whisky
room.

polycrub at the rear of her property for horticultural purposes.

their application for an electric vehicle charging post gets the go-

Erect a house

Approval is being sought to erect an agricultural building at
1A Park, Carloway. The applicant is Douglas Craigie, of the same
address, who wishes to build an 18 x 12-metre shed.

Erect a house

Stornoway Sheriff Court is in line for another type of charge if

In their submission to the Comhairle, Scottish and Southern
contend that an environmental impact assessment is not required
in this case, pointing out that the proposed works do not fall within
any designated sites.

Applicant Norman William Mackay of Mannisiadar, Reef, plans
to erect a 9.2 x 6.3-metre building as a field shelter for livestock.

Overhead line connection
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar has received a screening decision
letter regarding installing an 11,000-volt overhead line connection
to the EE mast site at Loch Nah H-Airigh Duibhe, Calbost.
Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks has written to
the Comhairle to rule whether the development requires an
Environmental Impact Assessment.
The works comprise building a new spur off the existing 11 kV
overhead line at Calbost by adding 16 new spans of wooden poles
running approximately 1.13 km to the mast site.
The new line will partially replace the existing low voltage
overhead line between poles no. 48 and 55.

Erect a house
Planning permission is being sought to erect a house and
detached garage at 8A Cross Street Stornoway.
Applicant Michael Ferry of Kippendale Mains, Dunblane wishes
to build a single-storey three-bedroom house on the 3000 square
metre site.

Mast upgrade
The Wireless Infrastructure Group has sent the Comhairle a
notification letter regarding proposed upgrading work at the South
Galson mast.
It is proposed to remove the two existing antennas and replace
them with four new antennas. It is also planned to instal two new
600 mm transmission link dishes, an equipment rack, cable trays
and an electricity meter cabinet.

New mast site
Planning consent is being sought to develop a new mobile phone
mast site in Orinsay, Lochs.
The development is part of the government-backed Shared
Rural Network, a collaboration between the UK government and
operators Telefonica, Vodafone and Three, to improve 4G coverage
in poorly served rural areas.
The proposed site is close to two existing masts near Loch a
Bhruiridh and the community-owned wind turbine.
The scope of the proposed works comprises access and the
erection of a 25m high lattice telecommunications tower on a
concrete base, with generator and associated ancillary works.

Erect a house
A bungalow and detached garage are being proposed for an 800
square metre plot of land at 6 Tong Road, adjacent to 5 Tong Road.
Applicant Neil Morrison of 12 Tong Road plans to build a threebedroom home and install an air source heat pump.

ISLE OF HARRIS
Mast upgrade
Leeds-based WHP Telecoms are proposing upgrading of the radio
station mast at Urgha. The company has notified the Comhairle that
they will install the new equipment within the existing infrastructure
at the site.

Change of use to self-catering accommodation
The former Post Office building at Ardhasaig could become
holiday accommodation if a planning application gets the stamp of
approval by the Comhairle.
Applicant, Kevin Morrison, of 2 Ardhasaig, wishes to convert the
former Post Office into a small one-bedroom studio. No external
changes to the building are proposed.
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According to the planning application, the building at 2A
Ardhasaig has been used for storage for the past 20 plus years.
Before this, it operated as a sub-post office.

Erect an agricultural shed
Prior notification has been submitted of plans to erect an
agricultural shed at Carminish Farm, 3 Strond.
The applicant, Stewart Maclean, plans to erect a 15.2 x
9.1-metre shed.

Kitchen extension
Hotel Hebrides in Tarbert is seeking planning permission to
extend the restaurant kitchen.
The applicant, Angus Macleod of Hotel Hebrides, wishes to
increase the size of the kitchen by building an extension at the
rear of the hotel.

Change of use
Harris could gain a new public house and restaurant if the
Comhairle consents to plan to convert the Obbe Fishings bothy at
Kintuliveg, Leverburgh.
Planning permission is being sought by Alun Pearson of Baltic
Road, Stockton on Tees, to recast the currently vacant building as
“a food and drink hub for tourists and a community hub during
the winter.”
In his supporting information, the applicant says he hopes to
create at least five full-time jobs and over ten part-time jobs.
Pearson adds that the redevelopment of the property will help
fill in the gap left behind in the south of Harris by the closure of
the Rodel Hotel.

ISLE OF NORTH UIST
Spaceport
The Outer Hebrides entering the space race has taken a giant
leap forward with the submission of a planning application to the
Comhairle.
A total of 125 documents have been submitted to support
the application to develop a spaceport beside Loch Scolpaig in
Balemartin. Comments on the space rockets galore application
can be submitted to the Comhairle until March 15.
The proposals, submitted in the name of Comhairle nan Eilean
Siar, are for the construction of a sub-orbital vertical launch
spaceport. The works include a new access road, fencing, a
launchpad with a demountable launch tower.
It is also proposed to install water and liquid storage tanks
with associated services and infrastructure and the repair and
use of a former farm building for storage, water pumps and a
communications facility.
The consortium behind the space venture includes the
Comhairle, Highlands and Islands Enterprise, private investors and
MoD contractor Qinetiq.
The launch facility is to support the UK government’s spaceflight
programme LaunchUK, which aims to increase the UK’s share of
the space sector to 10% by 2030.
The proposed site at Loch Scolpaig is a few miles from the
MoD’s QinetiQ-managed Hebrides Range.
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Erect a mast
A new mobile phone mast is being proposed on a 0.1-hectare
site at Trumaisgearrraidh.
The proposal is for a 25-metre high ‘slim line’ lattice tower and
has been submitted for planning consent by Cornerstone.
The development is part of the government-backed Shared Rural
Network, a collaboration between the UK government, operators,
Telefonica, Vodafone and Three to improve 4G coverage for
people living, working and travelling in poorly served rural areas.

Erect a house
An application for planning consent to erect a house at 9A
Clachan Sands has been submitted to the Comhairle.
The applicant, Norman Mackay of Doonholm Park, Ayr, is
seeking planning permission in principle to erect a one and a half
storey dwelling on a 0.12-hectare site.

Change of use
A proposal to site a two-berth static caravan at Taigh Na Coille,
Claddach Vallay, Sollas has been received by the Comhairle.
Applicant Kathryn Johnson is looking for planning consent for
three years while awaiting completion of a proposed new build to
be submitted to the Comhairle later this year.
The area proposed for the caravan is a hard standing situated
between existing stables and a hard standing used as a horseriding arena.

ISLE OF BARRA

Erect a holiday pod

Erect an agricultural shed

The plan, he goes on, is to open “The Bothy” for breakfast and
be a cafe during the day and a food pub in the evening.

Approval is being sought to erect a holiday pod within the
existing boundaries of the property at 12 A Grenitote, Sollas.

Erect a house

The applicant, Corinna Krause, of the same address, wishes to
site a 6 x 3.2-metre pod.

Planning consent is being sought for a 20 x 10-metre agricultural
shed at 46A Kentangaval. The applicant is Neil Walker, of the same
address.

A new dwelling could be set for Geocrab if the Comhairle gives
the go-ahead for a house to be sited at 12B.

Change of use

Erect a house

The applicant, Eilidh Izat of Brunswick Street, Edinburgh,
wishes to build a two-bedroom home with a sunken living room.
The proposed stone-built house is on the site of a now-demolished
croft house.

Consent is being sought to change the use of land at 12 Tigharry
to site a holiday pod. The applicant, Effie MacQuien, of the same
address, had previously obtained planning permission for a
caravan, but this has now expired.

A one storey two-bedroom dwelling is proposed for a
0.12-hectare plot of land at 174A Earsary.

Naidheachdan
Support the the Jubilee SY233

Cafè update!

The ‘Jubilee SY233’ is owned by Comunn Eachdraidh Nis and managed by the
Falmadair Trust. She is the last surviving example of a Sgoth Niseach (Ness type
skiff), built in 1935 by John F. Macleod, a local boat-builder from Port of Ness.

The cafè has undergone exciting renovations since
the beginning of the year and a reopening date is
now in sight.

On her 70th anniversary in 2005, Jubilee underwent further costly repairs.
These repairs provided an opportunity for people to sail in and enjoy a truly
unique and historically important sailing vessel. Income from these trips funded
the insurance and upkeep costs of the vessel.
Due to Covid, activities and income ceased. The vessel is now in a state of
disrepair and insurance costs are a real threat to her future. A Crowdfunding
page has been created for the month of March that will aim to give supporters
of the Jubilee a chance to contribute towards her insurance costs and the costs
of purchasing the materials needed for the renovation.
Please see our Facebook for a link to the Crowdfunder page. Your support is
greatly appreciated by Comunn Eachdraidh Nis and the Falmadair Trust. Tapadh
leibh uile.

To prepare for opening again on Monday 21st
March, the building will close completely to the
public for the fortnight beforehand (from Monday
7th March to Friday 18th March.)
The renovations have been made possible through
funding recieved from the Scottish Governments
Inspiring Scotland Island Community Fund.

The applicant is Donald MacPhee of Dunvegan Avenue,
Elderslie, Renfrewshire.

Download our publications now
at www.nesshistorical.co.uk

Upcoming Exhibitions
From Monday 21st March,
we will have two new exhibitions at Comunn Eachdraidh
Nis.
Seallaidhean de Nis
by Ivor Murray Mackay

and
An Exhibition on The Corncrake
by RSPB officer
Shona Morrison

Sgoil Chrois, North Dell, HS2 0SN (01851) 810 377 office@cenonline.org www.nesshistorical.co.uk
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Anchorage’s doors
to stay closed after
20-year journey
O

By Annie Delin

ne of the hospitality landmarks of the
Isle of Harris has closed for good, it was
announced onTuesday 22 February.
The Anchorage restaurant beside the ferry
terminal on Pier Road in Leverburgh will not
reopen after its traditional winter closure, as
proprietor Sally Lessi announces her retirement
from the restaurant business.
Sally and her late husband Maurizio opened
the restaurant more than 20 years ago and built
its reputation for good, fresh and local food
and for an open-hearted, generous approach to
hospitality.
The restaurant became known not just as a
stopping place for travellers, but as a vantage
point to enjoy island sunsets, and the arrival and
departure of the Sound of Harris ferry.
It has also long featured as a local social hub
and as a veritable tourist information hotspot,
with staff always willing to give advice to visitors.
Live music, including both local bands and
touring acts, picked up the pace on summer
weekends and numerous guests enjoyed
celebrations there for weddings, birthdays and
other big events.
Sally has weathered many storms at the heart
of the south Harris community, including her own
personal tragedy when her husband Maurizio
passed away. But with the support of her staff and
the local community, she was able to rebuild,
honouring Maurizio’s legacy as a fine chef and
great host.
As well as providing warm hospitality and
excellent food, the restaurant has served as a focal

point for community activities, with competitions
for children, fundraising events and seasonal
special evenings laid on.
In recent years there have been extensions to
the dining area and to the kitchen and storage
facilities, helping the business to cope with the
huge influx of summer visitors.

“Another huge thank you must go to all our
suppliers; local fishermen, local businesses, local
traders, butchers, coffee roasters, grocers …. I
could not have achieved this without the support
of you all.
“It’s been a hard decision as I have loved
every minute and will miss it so very much, most
especially all our returning customers whose lives
I have been a small part of each summer.
“All the very best of wishes to you all and thank
you for being part of the Anchorage journey with
me.”
The announcement unleashed a flood of good
wishes and memories, with many customers
devastated to find that such a pivotal amenity was
to be lost.
One said: “Oh no! We love The Anchorage.
Great food, great atmosphere, wonderful
location…summer evenings dining by those big
windows, watching the sun go down. Will miss

New ‘food,
drink hub’ for
Leverburgh
A

The extended Anchorage Restaurant in summer 2021

Posting news of the closure on the business
Facebook page, Sally said: “I would like to say a
huge thank you to all our long-standing customers
who have been on this 20-year journey with me,
to all our new-found friends in more recent years,
to all the staff who have come and gone over
the years and who have left their mark on the
business and to all the tour companies who have
supported me during the summer months.

By Taylor Edgar

hospitality desert in South Harris could be averted
if Comhairle nan Eilean Siar gives the go-ahead for
converting a fishing bothy into a public house and restaurant.
Eating-out options in south Harris have rapidly dwindled in recent
years with the loss of Rodel Hotel; the Anchorage: An Clachan’s café:
and the Hebrides Art café in Seilebost and other changes.
However, a Stockton on Tees developer is bidding to convert the
Obbe Fishings bothy at Kintuliveg, Leverburgh into a cafe and food pub.
Alun Pearson has applied for planning consent to recast the
currently vacant building as “a food and drink hub for tourists and
a community hub during the winter.”
If he gets planning permission, Pearson states that the new outlet
would create at least five full-time jobs and over ten part-time jobs.
It is planned to rebrand the Obbe Fishings building as “The
Bothy” and open to serve breakfast and throughout the day be a
cafe. In the evening, the premises would become a food pub.
The planning submission before the Comhairle involves
changing the use of the existing building, demolishing an existing
extension and replacing it with a new kitchen extension to the
north elevation. It is also proposed to create new access and a car
park to the west of the property.
In a supporting statement to the Comhairle, Pearson notes:
“During the winter months when the tourist trade is at its lowest,
there is still a demand for food and drink on the island as well as
a lack of a public house for locals. I intend to run quiz nights, film
nights and live music during the winter.”

Sally Lessi

Views from the windows of the restaurant (Annie Delin)

it greatly.”
And another said: “Can’t believe it – our visit
to your restaurant was one of the highlights of our
Harris summer holidays.”
Many of those commenting expressed the hope
that the well-placed premises would continue as a
restaurant under new management.
But speaking to We Love Stornoway this
morning, Sally said: “I will not be able to let this

building go – it still has so much of Maurizio in it
and means so much to me.
“It will become part of my new self-catering
business, Harris Holiday Homes, which will see
one holiday cottage opening this summer and
more in the future.”
Updates on Sally’s new business, Harris Holiday
Homes, can be found via https://www.facebook.
com/harrisholidayhomes with the first property,
Seashell Cottage, due to open this summer.

Calanais Centre closes
to end uncertainty
O

By Annie Delin

n Monday 14 February management
at the Calanais Visitor Centre
announced a prolonged closure of the
centre, to put an end to the unpredictable
series of closures caused by staff sickness
and absences.
Using their social media pages, they said:
“We are sorry to have to let everyone know
that through ongoing staff shortages due to
sickness, we are still not able to open the
Calanais Visitor Centre as planned.
“To give everyone some certainty over
our future opening hours we have made the
decision to remain closed until 30 March,
when we will reopen fully for the rest of the
year.”
More positively, they also announced the
appointment of Donalda Williams as general
manager, bringing a wealth of experience to the
centre.
Donalda begins work on 21 March and
will be at the centre of a new operation to
recruit both a management team and centre
staff for the 2022 season.
Donalda was to be at the visitor centre
between 12 and 2pm on Saturday 26
February to meet anyone interested in taking
any role within the organisation.
Last week saw the launch of the centre’s

At the centre of national attention on June 11, 2012 – athlete Kirsty Wade with the Olympic
Flame amidst the Callanish Stones

new website at https://calanais.org, with
a new logo and branding. The website
explains the ambition of Calanais 2025, a
£5.3million redevelopment project planned

to transform the centre into the tourism hub
for the Outer Hebrides.
The Stones are still freely accessible to
visitors.
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Help still
needed to
prevent
spread of
COVID-19

Take a fresh
look at what
medicines
you take
Are you or someone you
care for being admitted
to hospital?

M

ore than 300 people tested positive for
COVID-19 in the Western Isles over 10
days in late February.

If so, please do not forget to bring your
‘green bag’ with you. This includes all
prescribed medicines such as pills,
tablets, bottles and creams.

NHS Western Isles is reminding our communities
that the requirement for a period of self-isolation
is still in place in Scotland if you test positive for
COVID-19. The current number of individuals in
self-isolation is now having an impact on public
services, including NHS services, where staff
absence as a result of self-isolation (or having
to isolate with a child or dependent) is putting
pressure on our ability to provide a full range of
services.

Before being discharged from
hospital you will meet with a Hospital
Pharmacist who will help review your
prescribed medications and answer
any questions you may have.

If numbers continue to rise, it is likely that a range
of local organisations, services and businesses will
be adversely affected in terms of staff absence.

Help the NHS avoid medicines waste
by only ordering repeat medications
if you need them and remember,
unused medications are unable to be
reused.

“We would stress that hospital admission rates
linked to COVID-19 thankfully, although fairly
constant, remain low, and the majority of people
in the Western Isles who contract COVID-19 are
experiencing mild or no symptoms.
“However, it remains the case that for some
people, catching COVID-19 can still cause
significant ill-health.”

If you have any questions or
concerns about a prescription, do
not hesitate to ask your GP, Practice
Nurse or Pharmacist.

NHS Western Isles Chief Executive, Gordon
Jamieson, said: “Whilst we welcome increased
freedoms and easing of restrictions, COVID-19 is
unfortunately not going away.
“We currently have evidence of community
transmission in the Western Isles and while the
virus continues to spread, it will have a varying
impact on people’s lives, both in terms of disruption
where self-isolation requirements remain in place,
and for some, in terms of their health.
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Liam Callaghan
Chief Pharmacist, NHS Western Isles

Healthcare is always changing... it’s
always OK to ask.
#letstalkmedicines

Continued on page page 30

COVID-19 – PLEASE SELF-ISOLATE AND ARRANGE A TEST IF YOU DEVELOP ANY NEW SYMPTOMS
IF YOU DEVELOP ANY SYMPTOMS OF COVID-19:
• a new and persistent cough
• a high temperature
• a loss of, or change in, your normal sense of taste or smell

You and your entire household should immediately self-isolate and you should request a
test. Even if you have been vaccinated, it is still vital that you follow these steps.

Symptoms as follows have also been common to those who have tested positive for COVID-19 disease.
So, if you develop any of the following, you should also self-isolate and seek advice:
• a tickly or sore throat;
• unexplained fatigue;
• unexplained headache;

• sore bones, muscle or joint pain;
• general flu-like symptoms; or
• gastro-intestinal symptoms

To book a test, contact the local helpline on 01851 601151 or email: wi.covid19queries@nhs.scot
Please visit our local COVID-19 website at www.coronavirus.wi.nhs.scot for further information.
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Shingles and
pneumococcal
vaccinations
N

HS Western Isles is urging anyone
eligible who has not yet attended an
appointment for shingles or pneumococcal
vaccination to contact NHS Western Isles to
make a suitable appointment.
SHINGLES VACCINATION

Shingles, also known as herpes zoster, is an
infection of a nerve and the skin around it. It’s
caused by the varicella-zoster virus, which
also causes chickenpox. It’s estimated that
around one in every four people will have at
least one episode of shingles during their life.
When the chickenpox virus causes shingles, it
usually affects a specific nerve and the area of
skin around it, causing a rash with very painful
blisters and often long-term pain.
The vaccine will reduce your chances of
developing shingles by more than a third. If you
do go on to have shingles, the symptoms will
be milder and won’t last as long as they would
have if you hadn’t been immunised. The vaccine
is given as one dose, unless you have a severely
weakened immune system in which case you
will be given a second dose.
People aged between 70 and 79 on 1
September 2021 are eligible for the free shingles
vaccine. If you are eligible and have not yet
been vaccinated, please contact 0808 196
8383 or wi.covidvax@nhs.scot to arrange an
appointment.
We do also have a new vaccine available for
people within this age group who have severely
weakened immune systems, so we would
encourage people in this category to also contact
us for an appointment.
PNEUMOCOCCAL VACCINATION
The pneumococcal vaccine provides some
protection against a form of bacterial meningitis
caused by pneumococcal bacteria, as well as
other conditions such as severe ear infections.
The pneumococcal vaccine is available in
Scotland for all people aged 65 years and over.

It may also be available if you’re under 65
(including children) and are considered to be ‘at
risk’, or have a serious medical condition, such
as:
• problems with the spleen,
• chronic respiratory diseases, including
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease
(COPD), chronic bronchitis, and
emphysema
• serious heart conditions
• severe kidney disease
• long-term liver disease
• diabetes that requires medication
• lowered immunity due to disease or
treatment, such as people with HIV, people
receiving chemotherapy for cancer, or
people who are on long-term oral steroids
for conditions such as asthma
• cochlear implants (a specific hearing
device)
• cerebrospinal fluid leaks
• if your job involves exposure to metal
fumes (for example, if you are a welder)
Most people aged 65 or over only need a
single dose of the vaccine, which will help
protect them for life. People with a long-term
health condition will either need a one-off single
dose or one dose every five years, depending on
their underlying health condition. Some children
aged 2 years or over with a health condition may
also need additional doses.
If you are eligible for the pneumococcal
vaccine and have not yet attended an
appointment, please contact NHS Western Isles
to arrange an appointment at your convenience:
0808 196 8383 or email wi.covidvax@nhs.scot

Help still needed
to prevent spread of COVID-19
(continued)
“Our communities have worked so hard over
the past two years to protect each other and
we should all be proud of our efforts. We must
continue to work together to take the measures
that we can, and are able to, to minimise the
spread or transmission and disruption, to protect
both health and the local economy.”
NHS Western Isles Consultant in Public Health
Medicine, Dr Dermot Gorman, added: “We
would ask that people continue to take the simple,
yet important steps that we are all so well aware of
to protect our communities and services.
“Firstly, we would remind people of the
importance of self-isolating and booking a PCR
test if you have symptoms.
“Lateral Flow Device (LFD) tests are designed
for use when you don’t have symptoms (so called
‘asymptomatic testing’) - please continue to do
regular LFDs if you are well.
“However, if you have even mild symptoms
(even with a negative LFD result) you should
arrange a PCR test by calling 01851 601151 or
emailing wi.covid19queries@nhs.scot
“Hand hygiene remains of vital importance
and it’s a simple measure to take to help protect

T

New look for
Spòrsnis bowling

he unique bowling alley at Spòrsnis in
Ness has undergone a technological
transformation, complete with a £35,000
upgrade in lighting and screen displays.
And the new look is to be put to the test with
the relaunch of the island bowling league during
February.
Teams from villages, community groups,
workplaces and even just groups of friends are set
to pit their skills against all-comers, competing for
a new trophy, sponsored by Cross Stores, and a pot
of cash built up from league entry fees.
Spòrsnis manager Simon Amos said: “The
league will run for just under three months, with
teams of three competing once a week, at a time
that suits them, playing two games.
“Each team pays a league entry fee of £10, which
will be added to the cash pot for the winning three
teams – 50% for first, 30% for second and 20%
for third place. Teams will be charged at the kids’
bowling rate of £3.50 per game when they play.”
The new league makes maximum use of the
upgrades at the bowling alley, with a ‘whistles and
bells’ computer system which adds mood lighting
and graphic screen displays to the scoring.

The new Spòrsnis league trophy

And the league has a dedicated Facebook page
at
https://www.facebook.com/Island-BowlingLeague-101755619104087 where you can track
results, with every team eligible for the supreme
trophy and the prize money.

yourself from picking up germs.
“When the weather allows, please keep
windows open if you are meeting with others
indoors.
“We would also strongly encourage the
continued use of face coverings in public, in
particular indoors.
“Please also be mindful of the number of people
you have close contact with and take precautions
in particular when attending large events.
“Remember to take your LFD test before
mixing in large groups and record your results
online via https://www.nhsinform.scot/campaigns/
coronavirus-covid-19-report-your-test-result.
“Please don’t take risks and mix with others if
you’re symptomatic.”
In the Western Isles, there has been an excellent
uptake of the COVID vaccine. Vaccination
remains the best protector against the virus and
against getting seriously ill from COVID-19.
“We continue to urge anyone eligible who has
not yet been vaccinated – or who is due a second
or booster dose - to attend one of our drop-in
clinics advertised at coronavirus.wi.nhs.scot “

New look bowling lanes at Spòrsnis
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New books at Western Isles Libraries
FICTION

ALLENDE, Isabel

Violeta Historical Fiction

BRYNDZA, Robert

Darkness Falls

COURT, Dilly

Runaway widow

DEAVER, Jeffery

The midnight lock

DIAMOND, Lucy

Anything could happen

FLYNN, Katie

The Rose Queen

Saga

FORBES, Helen

Madness lies

Crime

GABRIEL, Marius

The girls in the attic

GARDNER, Lisa

One step too far

GEORGE, Elizabeth

Something to hide

HAMID, Mohsin

Exit west

HAMMER, Chris

Opal country

HOFFMAN, Alice

The book of magic

Historical Fiction

HORST, Jørn Lier

A question of guilt

Crime

JAGER, Anja de

Death at the Orange Locks

KOONTZ, Dean

Quicksilver

Thriller

KORYTA, Michael

Never far away

Thriller

LEATHER, Stephen

Standing alone

Thriller

MACDONALD, F.M.T.

Island blindness

Crime

MANSELL, Jill

Should I tell you?

MARIANI, Robert

The crusader’s cross

Thriller

MASTERTON, Graham

The shadow people

Horror

MCILVANNEY, Liam

The heretic

Thriller

MURRAY, Annie

Secrets of the Chocolate Girls

NORTH, Freya

Little wing

PATTERSON, James

Fear no evil

PATTERSON, James

The horse woman

General Fiction

PILCHER, Rosamunde

A place like home

Short Stories

REILLY, Matthew

The one impossible labyrinth

ROBERTS, Nora

The awakening

SKELTON, Douglas

A rattle of bones

STEEL, Danielle

Invisible

TEMPLETON, Aline

Old sins Crime

TOPE, Rebecca

The Threlkeld theory

Thriller
Saga
Thriller
General Fiction

General Fiction
Thriller
Crime
General Fiction
Thriller

Crime

General Fiction

Saga
General Fiction
Thriller

Thriller
General Fiction

DYSON, James

Invention: a life

SPARROW, Michael

Country doctor: hilarious true stories from a
country practice

URWIN, Sally

Diary of a pint-sized farmer: a year of
keeping sheep, raising kids and staying sane

BAKER, Matt

A year on our farm: how the countryside
made me

STANLEY, Joe

Farm to fork: the challenge of sustainable
farming in 21st century Britain

LAURIE, Patrick

Native: life in a vanishing landscape

WHITLAM, Jonathan

The combine harvester

OLIVER, Jamie

Together

FINLAY, Victoria

Fabric: the hidden history of the material world

FENNELL, Jenny

Knits from northern lands: 20 projects
inspired by traditional knitting techniques
from the Scottish Isles to Scandinavia

CUMMING, Alan

Baggage: tales from a fully packed life

DAVIES, Alan

Just ignore him

BALAGUE, Guillem

Maradona: the boy, the rebel, the God

ROBERTSON, Guy ed.

The great sea cliffs of Scotland

BONEHILL, John ed.

Old ways and new roads: travels in Scotland
1720-1832

WESTLAKE, Hannah ed. Queen Elizabeth II and the Royal Family
CENZIPER, Debbie

Citizen 865: the hunt for Hitler’s hidden
soldiers in America

ADAMS, Max

The first kingdom: Britain in the age of Arthur

POWELL, Des

SAS Bravo Three Zero

JACOBS, Norman

Cracked eggs and chicken soup: memories of
an East End childhood between the wars

TURNER, William J ed. Water over silver: the writings and collections
of John Macintosh Mathieson 1907-1981

LOCAL HISTORY

Thriller
General Fiction
Crime

NON FICTION
PETTEGREE, Andrew

The library: a fragile history

MACNEIL, Tommy

Sleeping giant: a call to the Church to awake
and arise!

BINDEL, Julie

Feminism for women: the real route to
liberation

SHARMA, Babita

The corner shop: shopkeepers, the Sharmas
and the making of modern Britain

ALSTON, David

Slaves and highlanders: silenced histories of
Scotland and the Caribbean

COX, Richard A. V.

Ainmean tuineachaidh Leodhais I & II =
The Settlement Names of Lewis I & II

COMUNN EACHDRAIDH NIS

Adabroc

COMUNN EACHDRAIDH NIS

Cros

KINLOCH HISTORICAL SOCIETY WW1: the war that shaped the Kinloch
community
COMUNN EACHDRAIDH NIS

John ‘An Fiosaich Nicholson

DUNMORE, Stuart

Language revitalisation in Gaelic Scotland:
linguistic practice and ideology REF ONLY

CAIMBEUL, Maoilios

Dorlach sil: sgeulachdan sean agus ur

LAW, Morag

A’ Fagail an Eilein

PAUL, Alistair

Linne dhomhain = Dark pool: sgeulachdan
goirid

SMOUT, T.C. & others

A history of the native woodlands of Scotland,
1500-1920

BRANDT, Charles

The Irishman: Frank Sheeran and closing the
case on Jimmy Hoffa

BURTON, Anthony

Around Britain by canal: 1,000 miles of
waterway

COHEN, Andrew

The Universe

GHOSH, Amitav

The Great derangement

GIGGS, Rebecca

Fathoms: the world in the whale

LOCKWOOD, Patricia

No one is talking about this Humour & fiction

MCINTYRE, Neil

Chasing the deer: the red deer through the seasons

WELSH, Louise

The Second cut

E-BOOKS
Cinderella is dead

BOSCHWITZ, Ulrich Alexander

Young adult fiction

The Passenger

Historical fiction
Nature & sociology
Crime & thriller

Library Hours
Castlebay Library
01871
01871
817200
817200

Tuesday
Thursday
Saturday

:
:

:

4 - 6 pm
4 - 6 pm
10am - 1pm

Stornoway Library
01851 822744

Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

:
:
:
:
:

10am - 5pm
1pm - 5pm
10am - 5pm
10am - 5pm
10am - 3pm

Tarbert Library
01859 502971

Monday
Tuesday
Thursday
Saturday

:
:
:
:

4 - 6pm
4 - 6pm
4 - 6pm
10am - 1pm

Liniclate Library
01870 603691

Tuesday
Friday
Saturday

:
:
:

Uist visits for Poet Laureate
C

By Taylor Edgar

airinis
mobile
library
and Taigh
Chearsabhagh arts centre in Lochmaddy
have bagged two spots on Poet Laureate,
Simon Armitage’s annual week-long tour of UK
libraries.
There are only nine dates, and the Uist venues
join Clydebank and Cambridge University on the
Poet Laureate’s eclectic tour.
The Poet Laureate will be giving readings in the
mobile library and Taigh Chearsabhagh on April 1.
He is to be joined on the closing Uist leg of the
tour by guest reader Kevin MacNeil, the renowned
Lewis writer.
As spaces are limited, you can watch the Taigh
Chearsabhagh event live online from 7.30 pm by
registering for free on crowdcast.io/e/carinish/
register.
Armitage will read his poetry written in English,
while Hebridean writer MacNeil will be reciting
some of his Gaelic works. MacNeil is a lecturer in
Creative Writing at the University of Stirling.
In the morning, the Poet Laureate will be
spending time onboard the Cairinis mobile library

as it makes its rounds on North Uist.
The Library Tour is now an annual spring event
where the Poet Laureate visits libraries across the
UK for one week each spring.
During the past decade, the tour has taken in
both flagship libraries in big cities and remote
communities that rely on mobile library services.

New books at Western Isles Libraries
E-AUDIOBOOKS
ALCOTT, Louisa May

Little women

HARDI, Vashti

Wildspark

KEYES, Marian

Again, Rachel

NESBO, Jo

The Jealousy man

WELSH, Louise

The Second cut

E-MAGAZINES
Classics
Junior fiction
Romance

Mystery, Short stories
Crime & thriller

Astronomy for kids

One-off 2019

Audubon

Winter 2021

Junior science
Nature

BBC Science Focus

01 Feb 2022

Science

Men’s Health

01 Mar 2022

Health & fitness

National Geographic Traveller (UK)

01 Mar 2022

Travel & outdoor

FEATURED TITLES
Violeta

by Isabel Allende
One extraordinary woman.

GAELIC

BAYRON, Kalynn

03/03/22 - 06/04/22

4 - 7pm
2.30 - 6pm
10am - 1pm

One hundred years of history.
One unforgettable story.
Violeta comes into the world on a stormy day in 1920, the first
daughter in a family of five boisterous sons. From the start, her life is
marked by extraordinary events. The ripples of the Great War are still
being felt, even as the Spanish flu arrives on the shores of her South
American homeland almost at the moment of her birth.
Told in the form of a letter to someone Violeta loves above all others,
this is the story of a hundred-year life - of devastating heartbreak and
passionate affairs, poverty and wealth, terrible loss and immense joy.
Bearing witness to a century of history, it is a life shaped by the fight
for women’s rights, the rise and fall of tyrants and, ultimately, not one
but two pandemics.
Through the eyes of a woman whose unforgettable passion, determination and sense of humour will
carry her through a lifetime of upheaval, Isabel Allende once more brings us an epic that is both fiercely
inspiring and deeply emotional.

Just ignore him
by Alan Davies
The story of a life built on sand. In the rain.
In this compelling memoir, comedian and actor Alan Davies recalls
his boyhood with vivid insight and devastating humour. Shifting
between his 1970s upbringing and his life today, Davies moves
poignantly from innocence to experience to the clarity of hindsight,
always with a keen sense of the absurd.
From sibling dynamics, to his voiceless, misunderstood progression
through school, sexuality and humiliating ‘accidents’, Davies inhabits
his younger mind with spectacular accuracy, sharply evoking an era
when Green Shield Stamps, Bob-a-Job week and Whizzer & Chips
loomed large, a bus fare was 2p - and children had little power in
the face of adult motivation. Here, there are often exquisitely tender
recollections of the mother he lost at six years old, of a bereaved
family struggling to find its way, and the kicks and confusion of
adolescence.
Through even the joyous and innocent memories, the pain of Davies’s lifelong grief and profound
betrayal is unfiltered, searing and beautifully articulated. Just Ignore Him is not only an autobiography, it
is a testament to a survivor’s resilience and courage.

Don’t forget to look at our eBooks and eAudio titles as well – new titles are added every month

Search the library catalogue online – www.cne-siar.gov.uk/library
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Outer Hebrides Business
Support Webinars - March 2022
Recruiting Staff Successfully
Tuesday 8 March, 10.30am to 12.00pm
Learn about the key stages of recruitment and how to
attract staff to your business.
How to set up an Instagram Shop
Wednesday 9 March, 10.30am to 12.00pm
Find out how to start selling your products on
Instagram.
Bookkeeping Skills
Tuesday 15 March, 10.30am to 12.00pm
This practical session will deliver a practical example
of cash book record keeping.
Be a Hashtag Hero
Wednesday 16 March, 10.30am to 12.00pm
Understand the value of hashtags on social media and
how to use them to connect with your audience.
Contracts of Employment
Tuesday 22 March, 10.30am to 12.00pm
Learn about the various types of contract and which
ones are most suitable for your business.
Setting up a Great Facebook Group
Wednesday 23 March, 10.30am to 12.00pm
Find out how to establish a Facebook group that will
work well for your business and reach your audience.

For further information or to book, visit
www.bgateway.com/outer-hebrides
or call 01851 668377
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