18 Bells Road,
Stornoway, HS1 2RA

Kitchen
Design, supply
& Installation

www.opuscarpentry.co.uk
Email: kitchens.opuscarpentry@gmail.com

Tel: 07774 149 563

F
R
E
E

ISSUE

Looking for a local financial adviser
to help with your retirement planning?

191

MONTHLY
Thursday January 6th to
Wednesday February 2nd

My name is Frazer Mackenzie
from Highlands & Islands
Financial Advice Ltd located
on the Isle of Lewis. If you’re
approaching retirement or
still have some way to go, and don’t already
have a financial adviser, I can help.

Give me a call on 07786 274720

2022

BRIDGE TO
THE PAST…

Web: www.mandgwealth.com/
highlandsandislandsfinancialadvice

AUTOPARTS
Island Road, Stornoway HS1 2RD
T: 01851 706939
E: sales@aps-direct.co.uk
W: www.autoparts-stornoway.com
Monday to Friday 8am - 5.30pm
Saturday 9am - 5pm

FIND US ON FACEBOOK

THE WESTERN ISLES
PREMIER PARTS RETAILER
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On the crofts…
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Bridge opens…
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Clinton
•Angus
Insurance
Services

22 Francis
Street
Office
opening hours
are now
9am to 2pm,Stornoway
Monday to Friday

WINDOWS LTD

Isle of
Lewis
t: 01851
704949

Rigs Road Stornoway Isle of Lewis HS1 2RF
•
Risk
Management
Tel: 01851
705919 Fax:
01851 704743

HS1 2NB
www.rmkgroup.co.uk

Email: a.clinton@btconnect.com

01851Brokers
704949
•Hormann
Health & Safety
•t:
Insurance
LAMINATED PINE,
www.rmkgroup.co.uk
Garage
• Business & Personal
LARGE STOCK,
Doors
4949
ADVICE
h & Safety
VARIOUS SIZES
• Excellent ADVICE
Service
p.co.uk
TRUST
TRUST

• Insurance Services
nsurance Services
• Risk Management

ncis Street
ance
StornowayServices
e of Lewis
Management
HS1 2NB

YOU CAN

YOU CAN

EXPLORING THE
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ISLANDS OF SCOTLA

THE ONLY MAGAZIN

ANDS
SCOTTISH ISL
NE DEVOTED TO

THE ONLY MAGAZI

E DEVOTED TO

SCOTTISH ISL
ANDS
EXPLORING THE

December 2021

ND

• METAL RECYCLING

2a Rigs Road, Stornoway, HS1 2RF
Tel: 01851 705155
Email: info@angusmaciver.co.uk

Chimneys
on the Isles

Lighthouse on
Scalpay

10>

Joy of cutting
Lewis peat

Fair Isle gets
£7.4m boost

A visit to
Bell Rock

Raised beaches
on Lismore

22nd year of publication

Mull and its
oystercatchers

9 771476 646047

12>

Tiree…the
garden isle

VOL. 22 NO. 131

October/November

Isle of Barra…
local produce

Lighthouses
in the islands

Ancient village
in Orkney
Lismore’s
icy past

Inspiration on
Isle of Lewis
Bear loose
in Uist

Birdlife
on Lunga
Sandy beaches
on Coll

ORDER YOUR SUBSCRIPTION TODAY:

01202 087632

chris@selectps.com

www.scottishislandsexplorer.co.uk

Join , Win & Support

www.westernisleslottery.co.uk

Ticket Line 0300 30 20 444

7 James Street, Stornoway HS1 2QN

The Credit Union
forADVICE
the Highlands
YOU CAN
& Islands
TRUST

website: www.hi-scot.com
email: info@hi-scot.com
tel: 01851 701865

703646

2021 £4.95

The journeys
of
John MacCullo
ch

d
by sea and lan
22nd year of publication

Open/closed skips

£4.95

Orkney…
646047
9 771476

SKIP HIRE

/ January 2022

3 Cash Prizes EVERY Saturday
PLUS Monthly BONUS Prizes

20 Bells Road

ISLANDS OF SCOTLA

EXPLORER EXPLORER
VOL. 22 NO. 132

wish you all a
Happy & Healthy 2022

Harris Tweed direct from
The Shawbost Mill
25 North Beach Street, Stornoway, HS1 2QX
www.harristweedhebrides.com
t: 01851 700 046
e: retail@harristweedhebrides.com

Mann Judd Gordon
● Chartered Accountants
● Registered Auditors
● Business Advisers

Stuck on your Tax
Return? Call us!

Tel: 01851 702335

JANUARY

SALE
Up to 50% off clearance lines
OPENING HOURS
Mon - Fri 8am-5.30pm Saturday 9am-5pm

www.hic-stornoway.com
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Taking change in your stride…
with help of college
I

By Taylor Edgar

t is said that during the course of your working career, you
will reinvent yourself at least seven times.

And with a new year on the horizon, what better time than now to
consider re-entering education to enhance your job prospects?
Certainly, that’s the message from one Lews Castle College
graduate who has done just that - and loved every minute. And she’s
now urging others to follow suit and get on board in January when the
next block of study commences.
For Heather Randle, aged 40, with three dependent children, the
prospect of studying full-time was daunting.
However, Heather’s fears proved unfounded, and she thrived on
her Health Social and Childcare Studies course. So much so that
she later opted to progress her studies and join the HNC Childhood
Practice course.
“The teaching and support I received throughout my studies was
exceptional, and I cannot praise the lecturers enough,” remarks
Heather.
As an adult returner to education with a young family, Heather was
naturally nervous and apprehensive, doubting whether she would
manage even the first year of study. But the teaching staff quickly
allayed her fears.
“The lecturers did everything they could to support me both
academically and personally. They were understanding of my
individual circumstances and were flexible where possible to suit my
needs,” says Heather.

Alasdair Allan MSP/BPA
Surgery Notice

!

Alasdair Allan MSP/BPA
Surgery No*ce

She continues: “The support from the lecturers, their belief in my
abilities and genuine want for me to succeed, helped to spur me on
to do my absolute best throughout my studies.”
Heather studied at Lews Castle College UHI for four years between
2016 and 2020, earning a clutch of certificates that ultimately led to
her graduating with a BA degree in Child and Youth Studies.
During her studies, Heather went on placements to gain hands-on
practical experience. Firstly, at the Sollas Day Centre, working with
adults during her Health Social and Childcare Level 5 course to gain
an insight into the adult care sector.
Later, after having determined she wished to work with children,
Heather undertook a 12-week placement in an Early Years setting for
the 3-5 age group.

In light of Scottish and UK Government guidance regarding the
COVID-19 pandemic my constituency office is currently closed.
Eileanan an Iar Scottish
Parliament
office,
20
My staff
andconstituency
I are still
working,
although, in line with the current
Kenneth Street, Stornoway, Isle of Lewis:
guidance, we are doing so from home.
Monday 19 February 12pm – 1pm

Allan, Member of the Scottish Parliament for Na h-Eileanan an Iar,
ding the following advice surgeries should any constituent wish to
meet with him:

I can still be contacted via www.alasdairallan.scot as
well as by telephone or email as detailed below.

Friday 23 February 1pm – 2pm

nstituent is unable to make the surgery, or would like a home visit
Alasdair, please call the constituency office on 01851 700357
or email alasdair.allan.msp@parliament.scot

Telephone: 01851 700 357

www.alasdairallan.scot
Email: alasdair.allan.msp@parliament.scot

Heather Randle

a career in working with children. In addition, I gained experience
in observing children, and it gave me a greater understanding of the
importance of the theories I had studied and how they can be applied
to practice.”
Today, she is a full-time permanent staff member at An Cotan
Childcare Centre within the Lews Castle College campus and
working with children aged two and three. Initially, she was a relief
staff member while studying for her degree.
Heather says her HNC qualification proved essential to her current
job and enabled her to gain the necessary childcare experience while
doing her degree. This experience meant she later met the criteria to
register as a professional with the Scottish Social Services Council.
Although her degree is not strictly necessary for her present
employment, it has proven to be a means to expand her understanding
of child development and the needs of children.

Says Heather: “This placement was a highlight of my learning. It
gave me first-hand experience and confirmed my decision to opt for

“It has definitely given me greater confidence in my ability to fulfil
my role and meet the needs of the children in my care while working
in partnership with their parents,” Heather notes. “It also means that
there are other options for me should I wish to change my career at
any point in the future.”

A charitable trust to assist pupils of The Nicolson Institute

She is equally upbeat in her advice to others who may be tempted
to follow in her footsteps: “I would say take the leap; it’s never too late
to gain an education. It has been one of the most fulfilling experiences
of my life and has led me to a career that I am genuinely happy in.”

Friends of The Nicolson

Find out how you can help advance the next
generation of Nicolson pupils at www.fotn.org.uk

If Heather’s story has inspired you, check out the full list of Lews
Castle College courses available from January listed here:
https://www.lews.uhi.ac.uk/courses-starting-january-2022.

www.alasdairallan.scot
HOW TO CONTACT US
Editor: Fred Silver
fred@hebevents.com
Design and layout: Andrew Jeffries
info@hebevents.com
Advertising: advertising@hebevents.com
Accounts and invoice queries:
accounts@intermediaservicesstornoway.co.uk
Annie Delin, senior correspondent (Lewis and
Harris): annie@welovestornoway.com
Writers: Katie Macleod, Melissa Silver, Taylor Edgar
General enquiries: info@welovestornoway.com
Tel: 01851 705743

NEXT EDITION: The deadline for information and advertising submissions is
Tuesday January 25. The newspaper is published on Thursday February 3.
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Member of Scottish Youth
Parliament confirmed

Samantha, a 6th Year pupil in Sgoil Lionacleit, said: “I cannot wait
to start my role in March.”
The Scottish Youth Parliament (SYP) provides a national platform
for young people to discuss issues important to them and bring about
the change they wish to see. SYP runs regular campaigns, which have
recently had themes such as mental health and climate action, and
members are involved with consultations with many organisations,
including the Scottish Government.
Samantha represents the Western Isles at the Scottish Youth
Parliament (SYP) for two years.

“This is a fantastic opportunity for her to represent the young people
of the Western Isles at a national level and I’m sure she’ll do a great job.
“We have one further MSYP position that’s currently vacant, so if
you are interested in working alongside Samantha and the Scottish
Youth Parliament, please get in touch with Community Learning and
Development for more information on what the role involves.”
The Western Isles has two seats at the Scottish Youth Parliament,
and it is expected that a by-election will be run early in 2022 to elect
a second MSYP.
Any young person aged 14-25 who is interested in finding out
more about the Scottish Youth Parliament can get in touch with
Community Learning and Development (CLD) by emailing:
youngscot@cne-siar.gov.uk.

Open
all day…
food and
coffee, with
or without
a walk

Samantha Jordan, MSYP

The Woodlands
Centre

on
ly

Samantha will take over from Sakshi Ortchison and Maria
McGoldrick. “I decided to stand as MSYP for the Western Isles as,
although we are a group of islands at the top of Scotland, it shouldn’t
mean that we are disadvantaged. I want to make sure that young
people in the islands still have a fair shot at life.”

Councillor Paul Steele (Chair of Education, Sport & Children
Services Committee) said, “Congratulations to Samantha on
becoming our new MSYP. She has been an active member of the
Island Voices youth group, which I attend, as well as becoming Head
Girl in Sgoil Lionacleit.

ath

amantha Jordan from Uist has been confirmed as a new
Member of the Scottish Youth Parliament (MSYP) representing
the Western Isles. MSYPs are not affiliated to any political parties.

fo
otp
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Castle Grounds

Bliadhna Mhath Ùr

Photograph courtesy of Colin Cameron

Naidheachdan

Fiosrachadh mu 2022 / Important information for 2022

Winter hours: Monday to Saturday 9.30 to 3.30pm
A Stornoway Trust Enterprise

Leabhraichean ùr aig Comunn Eachdraidh Nis / Two new publications out now

Tha an taigh-tasgaidh agus a’ bhùth fosgailte Diluain gu Dihaoine 10m gu 4.30f. Bidh obair
leasachaidh a’ dol sa Chafaidh aig toiseach 2022 agus chan fhosgail e chun a’ Mhàirt.
Coinnichidh an Day Club gach Diardaoin agus bidh sinn fosgailte airson biadh a thairgse an
deidh tìodhlacaidhean.
Our museum and gift shop is open Monday to Friday, 10am to 4.30pm. Our museum and gift
shop are open again for your to call in and pay us a visit. Due to renovation works, our café will
not be re-opening until March. Although the café will be closed, day club will continue, and
we will also cater for funeral lunch requests.

Bliadhna Mhath Ùr dhuibh!
Happy New Year
from everyone
at Comunn Eachdraidh Nis!

Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright 2016

Tha Criomagan ùr ri cheannach anns a’ bhùth
agus tro làrach-lìn Chomunn Eachdraidh Nis.
Leugh mu:
➢ Sùil air Ais: 10 bliadha ann an Sgoil Chrois
➢ Tarmod Dhòmhnaill Tinceir
➢ Bodachd na Fiosachd
➢ Amhran na Windscreen
➢ Ruairidh ‘Junior’ Murray
agus tòrr eile!

Tha leabhar Chrois deiseil cuideachd! Seo an
deicheamh leabhar san t-sreath ‘Na Bailtean’.
Leugh mu:
➢ Muinntir a’ bhaile
➢ The strong man of Cross
➢ Cuimhneachain
➢ Cuimhneachain Katag Dhànaidh
➢ Bùthean
➢ Long live muinntir Chrois
➢ Muinntir a’ bhaile
agus gu leòr eile!
Thig gu www.nesshistorical.co.uk agus
ceannaich leth-bhreac dhut fhèin!

Sgoil Chrois, North Dell, HS2 0SN (01851) 810 377 office@cenonline.org www.nesshistorical.co.uk
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Medical operations
for vulnerable women
and children
F

or the past ten years the Linda Norgrove
Foundation has funded medical operations
for vulnerable women and children in
Afghanistan. It is a real positive that throughout
all the recent political and social upheavals,
the French Medical Institute for Women and
Children (La Chaine de l’Espoir) have continued
to provide these life-changing operations.

Women and children are selected on three
key criteria - the absolute need of treatment,
the impossibility to be treated in their home

06/01/22 - 02/02/22

the linda norgrove foundation

province, and the economic situation of the
family. Funding not only covers the cost of the
operation but also transport to and from their
home province, food, and accommodation
before surgery and after the operation until they
are fully recovered. Directly funding operations
has always been a way to ensure that money
donated to the foundation is used to make a real
difference to those who need it most. In 2021
we gave over £17,000 and have been pleased to
receive updates on the beneficiaries of this:

Setayish’s story
Setayish is nine years old and from the Parwan
province, just north of Kabul. She lives with
nine other members of her family in rented
accommodation. Her father is the only one who
works and earns just over £10 per week. Setayish
was diagnosed with bladder exstrophy as a baby;
a condition from birth where the bladder is
exposed on the outside of the abdomen.
Although she had been to other hospitals,
she hadn’t received the necessary treatment
to address this condition due to the family’s
financial circumstances.
She has now had had four surgeries at the
French Medical Institute to repair the bladder and
abdominal wall and will continue to have followup consultations.

Her father explained “I was depressed because
despite all the hours I had to work, I could not afford
to provide my family with food and home and at the
same time pay for my daughter’s treatment. I am
thankful for the services provided to my daughter.”
Setayish smiled and added “I am healthy now
and I want to become a doctor in the future”.
The LNF Christmas newsletter has just been
produced. This has further updates about the
medical operations, the other projects we have
funded over the past 12 months, and an update
on the ongoing student scholarship programme.
It can be viewed on the Linda Norgrove
Foundation website or please email sophie.
brown@lindanorgrovefoundation.org if you
would like a paper copy sent out to you.

Stornoway

Please contact us
Please contact us
if you need support,
if you need support,
information or advice.
information
or advice.
ELLIE DONNELLY

Christian Bookshop
30 Kenneth Street, Stornoway | 01851 703334

Christian Books, Bibles,
Cards, Gifts, and Plaques

Blessings
for the N
e
Year to a w
ll
our
Psalm 119:105
customer
s
GIFT VOUCHERS AND BOOK TOKENS IN STORE

Check out our website:
www.stornowaychristianbookshop.co.uk

OPENING HOURS 10am-1pm 2pm-4.30pm Mon - Sat
The Harris
Tweed
Hebrides
Mill Shop

Harris Tweed
direct from The
Shawbost Mill
25 North Beach Street, Stornoway HS1 2XQ

Tel: 01851 700046

www.harristweedhebrides.com
retail@harristweedhebrides.com

MARION MACINNES
MARION
MACINNES
ELLIE DONNELLY
(LOCALITY
LEADER)
(DEMENTIA
ADVISOR)
ELLIE
DONNELLY
(DEMENTIA
ADVISOR)
(LOCALITY LEADER)
(DEMENTIA ADVISOR)
07771925730
07500 762041
07500
762041 edonnelly@alzscot.org
07771925730
07500 762041
mmacinnes@alzscot.org
edonnelly@alzscot.org
mmacinnes@alzscot.org
edonnelly@alzscot.org

Free 24 Hour Dementia Helpline 0808 808 3000
Free 24
Hour
Dementia
0808soon.
808 3000
Keep
safe!
We hopeHelpline
to see you
Keep safe! We hope to see you soon.

www.justgiving.com/fundraising/alzheimer-scotland-western-isles-locality
HOW TO DONATE: www.justgiving.com/fundraising/marion-macinnes5
HOW TO DONATE: www.justgiving.com/fundraising/marion-macinnes5

The Veggie Box

The freshest fruit and vegetables …from near and far

Stall in Perceval Square

on FRIDAYS from 8am till 2pm
Please get in touch for more details
theveggiebox@hotmail.co.uk or tel: 07810 603188

THE BALTIC
BOOKSHOP
Roderick Smith Ltd,
8-10 Cromwell Street,
Stornoway HS1 2DA
Tel: 01851 702082

balticbookshop@rsmiths.co.uk

Thinking
about
Fostering?
At Comhairle nan Eilean Siar
we are looking for foster carers to meet
the needs of those children who are
unable to live with their birth families

If you want more information then
please contact us on 01851 705080

email: fosteringandadoption@cne-siar.gov.uk

We are waiting to hear from you
We are also looking for Supported
Lodging providers in the near future

THE

ISLAND SPIRIT
WHISKY SHOP

Specialist Scotch Whiskies, craft
gins, vodkas and rums and gifts

07555697540
@islandspiritwhisky

To advertise in these pages call 07867 861090
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£1m plan to boost work of Taigh Dhonnchaidh

T

By Taylor Edgar

wenty-two years ago this coming summer, a musical
landmark in Habost, Ness, was officially opened as a Gaelic
arts and music centre.
The conversion of Taigh Dhonnchaidh at 44 Habost was a fitting
tribute to its former owner, the late Duncan ‘Major’ Morison.
Mr Morison MBE was well known throughout Lewis as an itinerant
music teacher. He influenced the musical education of many
generations of pupils, including the renowned singer Calum Kennedy.
However, Taigh Dhonnchaidh has become a victim of its own
success as a hub for the Gaelic arts, teaching and community venue.
This has prompted ambitious plans for a £1 million extension at
the rear of the building and remodelling the existing floor space.
The extension would allow Taigh Dhonnchaidh to create a staging
and performance area to hold larger events in-house while adding
additional space for classes.
An appeal has been launched on the centre’s website while the
management committee seeks external grant funding. They hope that
construction can begin in 2022 as soon as the bulk of the funding
package has been secured. To this end, a number of large grant
applications have been submitted over the past few months to several
funding bodies, including the Crown Estate, Community Ownership
Fund, and various trust funds.
In the meantime, design work for the extension is proceeding, as
are the plans for renovation and energy efficiency works to be carried
out within the existing building.
Explaining the pressing need for the extension of Taigh
Dhonnchaidh, committee chair Mary Duff says: “Taigh Dhonnchaidh
operates from very small premises - a one-and-a-half-storey house
- which restricts our activities and limits the organisation from fully
achieving its cultural and heritage ambitions. Often we are left with
no option but to host bigger events outwith the premises.”
The extension, therefore, will not only increase capacity but also
help Taigh Dhonnchaidh better serve demand and move to a more
sustainable business model.
Among the facilities being developed are a new performance
space for dance, music and cinema, a sensory room, office and
tuition space, and additional storage.
The underlying objective of the extension proposal is to develop
Taigh Dhonnchaidh as a cultural hub to serve all demographics
within the community and preserve and celebrate the rich culture
and heritage of the area.
Adds Mary: “With the extension, there would be a larger hall and
a commercial kitchen which, as well as serving a greater number of
children and young folk, could be available for music performances
and community events.
“Employment opportunities would be created in administration,
development and tuition, and with the addition of a sensory room, the
children in the area with recognised additional needs would have a safe
space to meet with their peers and feel comfortable and catered for.”

Meanwhile, the exhibition space will allow a showcase of
Duncan Morison’s work and influence and, at the same time, the
office accommodation is envisaged as remote working for local selfemployed people and freelancers to work within their community.
Indeed, though the project could be viewed merely to improve
user experience and expand Taigh Dhonnchaidh, the committee
argues that the development runs deeper than that.
They state that the extension of the arts centre will also bring
economic benefits to a fragile community and target a critical age
group that is central to concerns over depopulation.
An expanded Taigh Dhonnchaidh, they posit, will make an
important contribution to community cohesion and strengthen
traditional music and the Gaelic language.

Look back at the opening of Taigh Dhonnchaidh in
July 2000 on page 4 of Section 2: All Down The Years
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SAC Agricultural & Conservation Consultants combine local knowledge with
extensive experience and are supported by our team of renowned specialists.
We can assist crofters with business advice on a range of topics to improve profitability

Contact your local SAC office: 01851 703103

Leading the way in Agriculture and Rural Research, Education and Consulting
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Crofting
Services

CROFTING NEWS AND VIEWS January 2022
Make a moo-ve and resolve to follow a quality diet
S

o we’ve all resolved to make a go at this New Year diet! Well,
the thought may be there but let’s not forget that our stock
also need a quality, controlled and balanced ration.
The January/February days may see the hours of daylight stretching
but this is when we first break into our silage and haylage bags and
see what the late summer’s hard work has produced.
Silages with higher pH levels are less stable on storage and more
prone to spoilage and bacterial growth. It should be remembered
that drier silages/haylages will be more stable on storage so are less
risky even if the pH levels are high.
As well as the pH levels in the silage it is important to look at
the ash content of the silage. This gives you an indication of the
level of soil contamination in the silage. The normal ash content of
silage is around 40 to 70g/kgDM. High levels of above 100g/kgDM
suggest soil contamination and provide an early warning that the risk
of listeriosis is increased.
The storage conditions of silage should not be ignored. Even wellfermented silage without soil contamination becomes a listeriosis risk
if there is damage to the plastic sheeting in pits or wrapping in bales.
Bird proof netting is essential on many crofts to reduce the risk of
damage to the plastic. Any bales where there is evidence of spoilage
should be discarded.
When silage making and storing goes wrong, it can lead to major
health problems in the animals receiving the feed.
Sheep are more susceptible to becoming affected by listeriosis than
cattle so good quality, well fermented silage is essential. The clinical
signs likely to be seen when sheep are affected are drooping of one
side of the face and turning in circles, followed by being unable
to stand, and ultimately death. Abortions also occur as a result of
Listeria infection and tend to cause an infection of the womb which
can result in ewe sickness and death as well as the loss of lambs.
Listeriosis is almost always due to feeding of soil contaminated or
spoiled silage.
When feeding silage to sheep ensure pregnant ewes are fed the
best possible silage. Do not feed visibly spoiled silage. Remove any
uneaten silage from feeders within 24 hours to prevent continuing
spoilage. Although cattle are less susceptible to listeriosis than sheep
it does still happen. Pregnant cattle should not be fed silage with any
visible signs of spoilage due to the risk of causing abortion.
SRUC offer a silage sampling and reporting service along with
nutritional advice. Please contact the Stornoway Office, 703103 if
you would like further information.

Winter Activity Post Tupping

1. STRESS
a. Rather than reducing stress eliminate stress.
b. If moving sheep to fresh grass do so without dogs and open
the gate and let them find it themselves.
c. Chose fields that have natural shelter as heat and cold
weather stress can result in embryonic losses. If heading to
hill ground they will find there own areas to settle rather than
the controlled croft park.
2. HANDLING
a. No flock treatment’s, if treatments are required do so on an
individual basis. Try and steer the individual out from the
field if she is near a gate rather than herding all sheep.
b. At least wait for that 42 day period before mass handling.
Less risk of reabsorption or abortion
3. NUTRITION

A vast amount of work goes into preparing ewes and rams for tupping.
From when the tup is turned out until 40-42 days of pregnancy when
the embryo implants is a high-risk stage where embryonic losses
occur. A 5% lower embryonic loss in a 100 ewe flock would result
in 5 more lambs, potentially £350.00 if valued at £70. Over 1,000
ewes = £3,500.00

RESEARCH
PROVEN

A five-point plan to reduce embryonic losses in sheep:

a. In early pregnancy the body is growing a foetus and a
placenta. Undernutrition can
have an effect to this
which can result in embryonic losses.

d. Look after the tups! Get them back on a good diet so they
can build up body condition and fight of the rigours of a hard
winter and the strain of tupping.
4. FORAGE
a. Grass below 6cm may need supplementation, if required use
method e.g. buckets
a low disturbance
b. If on hill ground check on stock regularly. Should harsh
winter conditions arise supplement stock with clean hay
if conditions deteriorate and grass or heather is covered in
snowy conditions
5. CONDITION
a. At tupping a island ewe should be in body condition score 2.5
– 3.0. This should be maintained for the first month, after this
approximately half a condition can be lost to mid pregnancy.
SAC Stornoway is available for enquiries. Give us a call to see
if we can assist you. It may be grant aid able improvements, soil
sampling, croft registration or other regulatory work or mapping. We
can also arrange a croft visit should this be more convenient.

b. Avoid overfeeding fat ewes.

Can I take this opportunity to wish all our readers
a Happy, Healthy and Prosperous New Year

c. Use free access mineral licks or blocks, do not bolus for trace
elements after the tup is introduced.

Iain M Macmillan, Senior Agricultural Consultant,
SAC Consulting Stornoway

EXTRA HIGH ENERGY
HELPS MAINTAIN EWE CONDITION
DURING PREGNANCY, FOR BETTER
LAMB PERFORMANCE AFTER BIRTH
COSTS ONLY 3-5P PER EWE PER DAY

+44 016973 32592 info@crystalyx-global.com Find your nearest stockist at crystalyx- global.com

Crystalyx UK
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Scottish Crofting Federation

Crofting and the new ye ar…
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By Patrick Krause

earing the end of an interesting, though
difficult, year, we look forward to next
year and what crofting needs in order to thrive.

We are approaching 140 years since the Napier
Commission started to “Inquire into the conditions
of the Crofters” (1883) and 13 years since the
(Shucksmith) Committee of Inquiry on Crofting
made recommendations to the Scottish Government.
Crofting is still going strong, so there must be
something worthwhile in there. The comments Mark
Shucksmith made about the wider benefits of crofting
to population and the biosphere are more relevant
now than ever. Crofting is being recognised as the
sustainable way forward for land use in Scotland and
to help to realise the potential crofting has there are
contextual issues that need a helping hand:
• The future of agricultural support is crucial – if
crofting isn’t economically viable then it will
die. Crofting families need to make a modest
profit to support themselves and to invest in the
croft. Detailed proposals are still awaited from
the Scottish Government, and it is becoming a
matter of urgency that they indicate what the
future holds for Scottish agriculture. We need
to keep reminding them that crofting exists,
and that crofting delivers for food production,
climate change mitigation, biodiversity and
population retention.
• Access to crofts is important to get more young
people involved – this means better regulation
of existing crofts, freeing up of unused crofts,
the establishment of new crofts, and, maybe,
increased powers for the Crofting Commission
to regulate the market in croft tenancies and
owner-occupied crofts.
• We need to get started on a bill to improve
crofting law and iron out the wrinkles that
make it difficult and confusing to work with.
We are promised a bill in this Parliament
but already half a year has gone by with no
progress whatsoever. The Crofting Law “Sump”
was presented to the Scottish Government in
November 2014 with 57 issues to be addressed.
A bill was crowded out in the last Parliament
by Brexit legislation. The sump could easily
form the basis of a new bill which could be
followed by another bill to consolidate all the
existing Acts into one.
None of this would be contentious but it takes
time – get on with it.
• Carbon Credits are set to become a big thing
as we attempt to mitigate climate change.
The rise of “green lairds” is much discussed.
This could be a great opportunity for crofters,
or it could be an elephant trap for us all. The
implications of what is proposed are vague

and how crofters (and especially common
grazings) can take advantage is still unknown.
We need concerted work on this to either reap
the benefits or protect crofting from it.
• The National Development Plan for Crofting was
published earlier this year - it draws together
different strands of crofting into one document
with a lot of good ideas in it. There needs to
be a group (including ourselves), which meets
quarterly and reviews progress of the various
government bodies and agencies against the
actions in the plan. We have to make sure the
plans are implemented, and the report isn’t left
on the shelf to cover dust with all the other
missed opportunities.

All the best for 2022. Let us
hope that the weather is all we
have to worry about

Registered in Scotland as a Limited Company No: SC218658
Recognised as Scottish Charity No: SC031919
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T: 01806 335577
E: info@polycrub.co.uk
www.polycrub.co.uk
Developed 13 years ago.
Great for growing, storage
or small livestock.
CAGS compliant.
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CROFTING NOTICES - JANUARY 2022
First Registration
of a Croft

First Registration
of a Croft

Mrs Christina Mary Macrae has registered their
croft 48 Leurbost, Lochs, Isle of Lewis on the
Crofting Register held by the Registers of Scotland.

Mrs Norma Mackenzie Gatensby has registered
their croft 20B Upper Bayble, Bayble (upper),
Stornoway, Isle of Lewis on the Crofting Register
held by the Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to challenge the
registration may apply to the Scottish Land
Court by 24th August 2022.
Details of the registration can be found at
www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/home.
The croft registration number is C8068.

First Registration
of a Croft
Mrs Jane Mould has registered their croft, 26
Knock, Point, Stornoway on the Crofting Register
held by the Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to challenge the
registration may apply to the Scottish Land Court
by 3rd August 2022 .
Details of the registration can be found at
www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/home.
The croft registration number is C8083

First Registration
of a Croft
Murdo Maciver Murray has registered his croft ,
40 North Tolsta, Stornoway, Isle of Lewis on the
Crofting Register held by the Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to challenge the
registration may apply to the Scottish Land Court
by 3rd September 2022 .
Details of the registration can be found at
www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/home.
The croft registration number is C8090

First Registration
of a Croft
RODERICK MORRISON, has registered their croft
Sponish (Geary), Lochmaddy, Isle of North Uist on
the Crofting Register held by Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to challenge the
registration may apply to the Scottish Land Court
by 7th September 2022.
Details of the registration can be found at
www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/home.
The Croft registration Number is C8095.

Any person who wishes to challenge the
registration may apply to the Scottish Land Court
by 13th September 2022.
Details of the registration can be found at
www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/home.
The croft registration number is C8108.

Proposed Assignation of a Croft
Margaret Anne Bellshaw, residing at 14A Marybank,
Isle of Lewis, HS2 0DF, is applying to the Crofting
Commission for consent to assign the tenancy of
the Croft at 17 Lemreway, Lochs, Isle of Lewis, to
David Bartles-Smith, residing at 23 West View, East
Hedleyhope, Durham, DL13 4PT.
Written comments from those with a relevant
interest (which may be made public) to: Crofting
Commission, Leachkin Road, Inverness IV3 8NW,
info@crofting.scotland.gov.uk by 3rd February 2022.
Please note that any comments you provide are
part of an open process and will be made available
to interested parties. Your comments would also be
released under a Freedom of Information enquiry.

Proposed Assignation of a Croft

Proposed Assignation of a Croft

Mr Donald Angus Mackinnon, 15A Skigersta, Ness,
Isle of Lewis, HS2 0TX is applying to assign the
tenancy of the croft at 4 Seilebost, Harris to Mukherjee
Indrani of 46 Wood Lane, London, N6 5UB.

I, NORMAN MUNRO am applying to the Crofting
Commission for consent to assign the tenancy of the
croft at 1-20 BRANAHUIE, STORNOWAY, ISLE OF
LEWIS to DUNCAN MUNRO of 48 LABURNUM WAY,
WITHAM, ESSEX, CM8 2NY.

Written comments from those with a relevant interest
(which may be made public) to: Crofting Commission,
Leachkin Road, Inverness, IV3 8NW, info@crofting.
gov.scot by 3rd February 2022.
Please note that any comments you provide are
part of an open process and will be made available
to interested parties. Your comments would also be
released under a Freedom of Information enquiry.

If you have any comments, you may submit these
in writing to the Crofting Commission, Great Glen
House, Leachkin Road, Inverness IV3 8NW or email
info@crofting.gov.scot by 3rd February 2022.
Please note that any comments received by the
Crofting Commission are part of an open process and
will be made available to myself and any interested
parties. Your comments would also be released under
a Freedom of Information enquiry.

Proposed Assignation of a Croft

Proposed Assignation of a Croft

Mr John Angus Macaskill is applying to the Crofting
Commission for consent to assign the tenancy of the
croft at 42 GRAVIR, LOCHS to KAYLEIGH MARIE
JACQUES of 12 HABOST, ISLE OF LEWIS.

Mr Stuart Macleod, 8 Portvoller, Point, Isle of Lewis,
HS2 0HA is applying to assign the tenancy of the croft
at 2 Portvoller, Stornoway to Michelle Price of Ceol
na Mara, 2 Portvoller, Point, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0HA.

If you consider you have a relevant interest in this
application, you may submit comments in writing to
the Crofting Commission, Great Glen House, Leachkin
Road, Inverness IV3 8NW or email info@crofting.gov.
scot by 3rd February 2022.
Please note that any comments you provide are
part of an open process and will be made available
to interested parties. Your comments would also be
released under a Freedom of Information enquiry.

Proposed Assignation of a Croft
Karen Michelle Taylor is applying to the Crofting
Commission for consent to assign the tenancy of
the croft at 28 Habost, Barvas to Daniel Wilkie of 15
Shilford Avenue, Glasgow, G13 3JP.
If you consider you have a relevant interest in this
application, you may submit comments in writing to
the Crofting Commission, Great Glen House, Leachkin
Road, Inverness IV3 8NW or email info@crofting.gov.
scot by 3rd February 2022.
Please note that any comments you provide are
part of an open process and will be made available
to interested parties. Your comments would also be
released under a Freedom of Information enquiry.

Written comments from those with a relevant
interest (which may be made public) to: Crofting
Commission, Leachkin Road, Inverness, IV3 8NW,
info@crofting.gov.scot by 3rd February 2022.
Please note that any comments you provide are
part of an open process and will be made available
to interested parties. Your comments would also be
released under a Freedom of Information enquiry.

Proposed Sublet
of a Croft by Tenant
Kenneth Nicolson is applying to sublet the whole croft at
5 Keose, Lochs to Finlay Morrison of 14 Keose Glebe,
Lochs for 3 years.
Written comments from those with a relevant interest
(which may be made public) to: Crofting Commission,
Leachkin Road, Inverness IV3 8NW, info@crofting.gov.
scot by 3rd February 2022.
Please note that any comments you provide are part of
an open process and will be made available to interested
parties. Your comments would also be released under a
Freedom of Information enquiry.
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CROFTING NEWS AND VIEWS January 2022
Job-share boosts tree
planting on crofts

Knock Carloway Common Grazings
Formal intimation under the Crofters (Scotland) Act 1993
Notice is hereby given that the Carloway Estate Trust has applied to the Scottish
Land Court for an order authorising resumption of an area of ground measuring
0.054 hectares of the common grazings of the township of Knock Carloway. The
purpose of resumption is to sell the said areas of ground to Murdo Norman MacIver
and Mary Ann MacIver, for use as additional garden and amenity ground at their
dwellinghouse site, known as Gordale.
On 15 December 2021 the Court appointed this intimation by newspaper
advertisement and ordered the applicant to send to the Clerk to the Grazings
Committee copies of the application, associated productions and the Court’s Practice
Note No. 4 (which emphasises the need for crofters to protect their own rights). The
Court ordered any shareholder or other person having a legal interest who opposes
the application or who wishes to claim compensation or a share in value of the
land to be resumed, to lodge answers, including details of any such claim, with
the Principal Clerk, George House, 126 George Street, Edinburgh, EH2 4HH within
fifteen days from the end of the period covered by this edition of Events. Copies of
the application, productions and Practice Note have been sent to Alexander Alan
MacDonald, The Brooks, Carloway, Isle of Lewis, HS2 9AU and these documents may
be inspected either there, at the Court’s offices in Edinburgh, or at the offices of
the agents. Copies of the Practice Note may also be obtained from the Principal
Clerk (Tel: 0131 271 4360). It should be noted that any further orders of the Court,
including the final order, will be intimated to those persons who have lodged
answers to this advertisement and to the Clerk to the Common Grazings Committee.
Copies of any further orders may be obtained from the Principal Clerk upon request.
Anderson MacArthur, Solicitors
Old Bank of Scotland Buildings
Stornoway, Isle of Lewis HS1 2BG
(Agents for the Carloway Estate Trust)
of which intimation is hereby made.

Tong and Aird of Tong Common Grazings
Formal intimation under the Crofter (Scotland) Act 1993
Notice is hereby given that The Stornoway Trust has applied to the Scottish Land Court for
an order authorizing resumption of 2362.6 square metres of the common grazings of the
townships of Tong and Aird of Tong. The purpose of resumption is to sell to Hebridean
Housing Partnership as part of a site for the development of affordable housing. The
proposed development extends to 72 dwelling houses with associated infrastructure.
On 16 December 2021 the Court appointed this intimation by newspaper
advertisement and ordered the applicant to send to the Clerk to the Grazings
Committee copies of the application, associated productions and the Court’s Practice
Note No.4 (which emphasizes the need for crofters to protect their own rights). The
Court ordered any shareholder or other person having a legal interest who opposes
the application or who wishes to claim compensation or a share in value of the
land to be resumed, to lodge answers, including details of any such claim, with
the Principal Clerk, George House, 126 George Street, Edinburgh, EH2 4HH within
fifteen days from the end of the period covered by this edition of Events. Copies of
the application, productions and Practice Note have been sent to Mr Donald Martin,
Hushinish, Aird, Tong, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0BE, and these documents may be inspected
either there, at the Courts offices in Edinburgh, or at the offices of the Agents.
Copies of the Practice Note may also be obtained from the Principal Clerk (Tel: 0131
271 4360). It should be noted that any further orders of the Court, including the
final order, will be intimated to those persons who have lodged answers to this
advertisement and to the Clerk to the Common Grazings Committee. Copies of any
further orders may be obtained from the Principal Clerk upon request.
Messrs Anderson MacArthur Solicitors
Old Bank of Scotland Buildings
South beach Street
Stornoway, Isle of Lewis HS1 2BG
(Agents for the Applicant)
Of which intimation is hereby made.

To advertise your crofting
developments in the next
edition of EVENTS,
email all the details to
advertising@
hebevents.com

T

he Croft Woodland Project welcomes a new member
of the team to its successful planting initiative with the
appointment of Robin Reid.
The project, which is a partnership between the local Point and
Sandwick Trust and the national Woodland Trust began in 2016 and
has been spearheaded by Project Officer Viv Halcrow, planting trees
on croft land across the Western Isles.
By the end of April 2022, more than 163,000 native species and
hardy trees will have been planted, aided by Viv who offers practical
advice, grant applications and ongoing support for islanders
interested in the project.
After almost six years of covering the entire Western Isles from
her home in Berneray, Viv’s role is being split into a job share
arrangement which will allow her to focus her efforts on planting in
Uist and Barra.
Robin Reid will take over the reins for Lewis and Harris and the
pair will work closely together in terms of grant application support
for crofters with practical, hands-on advice to those undertaking new
planting on their land.

Viv Halcrow and Robin Reid - Croft Woodlands Advisers ‑ Western Isles

Robin brings a huge amount of experience and local knowledge
to the role, having worked in conservation since 2002, as an
ecological consultant, a Ranger for the North Harris Trust and locally
with the RSPB for a number of years. He is well versed in working
with community groups towards improving habitats and the natural
environment on Lewis and Harris.
Viv said of the project to date, “I’ve really enjoyed working with
crofters to start to restore this missing habitat, so important for
wildlife and soil fertility, with all its other benefits for shelter and the
landscape. I’ve met lots of interesting people and been inspired by
their determination to make this work, in the face of very challenging
conditions!”
Viv is also looking forward to Robin’s involvement, which will
bring new energy, another perspective with local knowledge of the
unique situation on the Western Isles and a better work/life balance
for her with much less need to spend time travelling the length and
breadth of the Hebrides.
Despite the impact of lockdown, and a period of furlough, the
enquiries into planting trees as a way of diversifying crofts have
continued to pour in and the pair are looking forward to a busy
planting season ahead.

Robin Reid lending a hand with Lochs school
tree planting December 2021.
Photos by Sandie Maciver

Robin said, “There is a growing interest in woodland creation on
the islands and I’m excited to be working with crofters, communities
and landowners to establish more areas of native woodland.

too. The Croft Woodland Project is uniquely tailored to the needs of
crofters. We are delighted to welcome Robin Reid as our new Croft
Woodland Advisor for Lewis & Harris.”

“The small areas of remnant native woodland found on crags and
on islands in lochs have been an inspiration to me and a reminder that
woodland can thrive here and was once much more widespread.”

Both Robin and Viv will continue to visit interested crofters and
grazings committees to discuss options for planting schemes, to
provide information including a site report, a map and an outline of
budget and cash-flow.

Iona Hyde of Woodland Trust Scotland said: “The world currently
faces a climate crisis and a nature crisis. Creating new native
woodlands is one of the most straightforward ways we can fight back
on both fronts.
“As well as managing over 1000 of our own sites across the UK,
the Woodland Trust helps other landowners to create new woods

Most recently the two have worked together on the Trees for
Primary Schools planting project which is supported by Point and
Sandwick Trust and the Rotary Club of Stornoway. 120 children from
Primary One in Lewis were helped to plant their own trees on their
school grounds during National Tree Week this December.

Bliadhna Mhath Ùr
First new potatoes of
the New Year, planted
in late August.
Must be the Point
ambience, says the
experienced crofter
from Swordale who
masterminded this
project.
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To find out more about any of the above volunteer opportunities, please contact lewis@volunteercentrewi.org
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The Saxons called January the “wolf month”
because hungry wolves would often come into
the towns in search of food. For many, January
is the month of hearty meals such as substantial
soups and stick to the ribs meals like sumptuous
stews, chunky casseroles and old favourites
such as bangers and mash or steak and kidney
pudding.
Spicy curries are also very welcome when
the temperature tumbles and gales and storms
rampage in from the Atlantic. However, spices
don’t always mean hot dishes as different
countries have used similar spices in many
distinctive ways over thousands of years.
The column this month focuses on three
countries which we often associate with spicy
dishes, India, Thailand and Morocco. Even in a
blind tasting, it would be easy to distinguish a
curry from India, a Phat Thai from Thailand and a
tagine from Morocco, even though all the dishes
contain spices.
When we think of curries, most people
automatically think of India. Over the years
probably thousands of curry recipe books have
appeared in print produced by all sorts of curry
experts. Some of the earliest Indian cookery
books were produced by the famous TV celebrity
chef Madhur Jaffrey who wrote over 40 books in
total. There are many famous Indian chefs known
to us today from their books and TV shows but
one of the most famous is Atuc Kochhar, an
Indian born, British chef who was awarded his
second Michelin star in 2007.

The soul or Holy Trinity of the vast majority
of Indian curries contain three ingredients. These
are garlic, onions and root ginger which are
always softened in vegetable oil or ghee before
the spices and other ingredients are added. The
“kick” in a curry comes from chillies whether
they be dried, fresh or powdered. It is impossible,
in a short article, to list all Indian curry spices as
there are just too many of them and each region,
state and household use different combinations
of spices. However, according to many experts
there are five main foundation spices. Ground
cumin or Jeera tends to be smokier in flavour as
opposed to the woody flavour of the whole seeds.
Whole or roasted cumin seeds are said to have a
nuttier flavour but are used in many recipes. The
spice twin of ground cumin is ground coriander
or Dhania. Coriander powder is woody and
aromatic and is used in many dishes including
vegetables, meat and fish. Freshly chopped
coriander is often added to finish many curry
dishes and produces a fresh, delicious edge.
Turmeric or Haldi is a yellow spice and primarily
a colouring agent. The offshoot of the ginger
family, it is now regarded as a superfood for its
anti-septic and anti-inflammatory properties.
However, it is best to use sparingly as it will
stain the hands and gives the dish too much
pungency if used in excess. Garam Masala is
regarded by some as the King of Indian Spices
and contains a blend of Indian spices. Each
region uses different spices but at its heart it must
have cumin, coriander, cloves, cinnamon and
cardamom. I like to make my own with whole
spices by heating them gently on a dry pan till
the flavours burst out and then blitzing them in
a coffee grinder or pounding them in a pestle
and mortar to make a powder. It is interesting to
note that the name derives from Garam meaning
hot and Masala meaning spice but no chillies
or chilli powder are used in it. In Bengal only
three spices are used in it but up to 25 spices are
used in North India. The fifth ingredient is Cassia
which is also known as cinnamon bark. It is an
aromatic bark with a more intense flavour than
original Ceylon cinnamon. It has a warm fragrant
flavour but only a small piece should be used per
dish otherwise it can overpower the whole dish.

• 1 onion sliced.

Heat the oil and brown the chicken pieces
and remove and set aside.

• 2 cloves garlic, crushed.
• 2 teaspoons grated ginger.

Sauté the onion for a few minutes then
add garlic and ginger.

• Pinch of turmeric left for a few minutes in a
splash of boiling water.

Add the spices and cook for a couple of
minutes.

• 2 teaspoons Ras El Hanout.
• Pinch of cinnamon.

Add the carrots and dried apricots with
the stock and tomatoes and bring to a
fast simmer.

• 1 tin chopped tomatoes.
• Tablespoon honey.
• 200g carrots cut into sticks.

• Salt and pepper to taste.

Either continue cooking in the pan with
the lid on or transfer to the tagine
and cook in preheated oven for 30-40
minutes.

• Chopped parsley and lemon wedges to serve
with couscous.

Serve with couscous, chopped parsley and
lemon wedges.

• 100g dried apricots, sliced.
• About 100ml chicken stock.

Although Thai dishes can be hot and spicy
there is a much subtler taste to Thai cuisine.
One of the key aspects of Thai cuisine is the
artful blending of five major tastes—sweet,
sour, salty, bitter and hot. This is achieved by
combining various sauces, pastes, herbs and
spices. The holy trinity is lemon grass, kaffir lime
and galangal. The range of Thai spices include
coriander, garlic, turmeric, galangal, lemon
grass, cardamom, basil and pandamus leaves.

Fnaa in the medina quarter of the old city. Four of
the commonest spices are cumin, black pepper,
ginger and turmeric. Other spices include saffron,
paprika, cayenne, chilli ( Harissa) cinnamon and
white pepper. The favourite combination spice
is Ras El Hanout and is probably equivalent to
Garam Masala in India. In translation, Ras El
Hanout means “head of the shop” and is a vibrant
spice blend containing many spices. Some Ras El
Hanout blends contain as many as 35 different
spices but must include paprika, cardamom,
cumin, cloves, coriander, nutmeg, aniseed,
dried ginger, peppercorns, rose petal leaves and
turmeric. All have a characteristic red hue which
comes from paprika but are warming rather than
overtly hot. Ras El Hanout is mostly used as a rub
for meats or marinades but is sometimes added
to stews and soups. The Moroccans have a
special type of dish called a tagine and is a type
of North African cookware traditionally made of
clay or ceramic. The bottom is a wide, shallow,
circular dish, used for cooking or serving, whilst
the top of the tagine is distinctly shaped into a
rounded dome or cone. Tagine also refers to the
succulent, stew like dish which is slow cooked
in the dish. Typically, a tagine is a rich mixture
of meat, poultry, or fish, and most often includes
vegetables and dried fruit like apricots.

The sweet part of the recipes is created with
cane or coconut palm sugar. Sour is created by
limes, tamarind and raw mango. Sea salt or fish
sauce known as nam pla create the saltiness
with the bitter dimension created by bitter
melon or other raw leaves. Heat is generated by
chilli peppers, fresh and dried and peppercorns.
Shrimp paste is also commonly used in many
Thai dishes.
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www.etsy.com/uk/shop/StornowayMedia

SCOTTISH ISLANDS

9 771476 646047

Scottish Islands Explorer Magazine shows you
the wonders of the Scottish islands from the
comfort of your home.

THE ONLY MAGAZINE DEVOTED TO EXPLORING THE ISLANDS OF SCOTLAND

THE ONLY MAGAZINE DEVOTED TO EXPLORING THE ISLANDS OF SCOTLAND

THE ONLY MAGAZINE DEVOTED TO EXPLORING THE ISLANDS OF SCOTLAND

SCOTTISH ISLANDS

21st year of publication

familiar with are ones like Dhansak, Jalfrezi,
Korma, Vindaloo, Rogan Josh, Pasanda but
there are countless others which use a variety
of spices. However, experts reckon that there is

12>

January was named after Janus, the god of
beginnings and transition in Roman mythology.
Traditionally, in olden days, January could be a
very lean month, food wise especially if there
had been a poor autumn harvest.

no need to scour the Indian continent for exotic
curry spices as quality curries can be produced
with a small number of specific spices.

tart the process in the frying pan and
then transfer to tagine and cook in
180C oven for 30-40 minutes or use the
pan with lid on.

• 8 skinless chicken thighs, cut into good
sized chunks. I prefer bone in thighs as they
are more flavourful.

October/November 2021 £4.95

22nd year of publication

he festive period is now just a distant
memory and the long, dark 31 days of
January stretch out ahead of us, challenging
us to be more positive with our new set of
New Year resolutions.

S

• 2 tablespoons olive oil.

9 771476 646047

T

If you don’t have a tagine, you can cook this on the hob in a heavy, wide bottomed
frying pan with a lid. Instead of chicken you could use lamb pieces or just vegetables.

Tiree…the
garden isle

Mull and its
oystercatchers

Joy of cutting
Lewis peat

A visit to
Bell Rock

Chimneys TO EXPLORING
Lighthouse
on ISLANDS
Fair Isle
THE ONLY MAGAZINE DEVOTED
THE
OFgets
SCOTLANDRaised beaches
on the Isles

£7.4m boost

Scalpay

on Lismore

SCOTTISH ISLANDS

EXPLORER
VOL. 22 NO. 127

February/March 2021 £4.95

The Bass Rock

Isle of Barra…
local produce

Ancient village
in Orkney

Inspiration on
Isle of Lewis

Birdlife
on Lunga

Lighthouses
in the islands

Lismore’s
icy past

Bear loose
in Uist

Sandy beaches
on Coll
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By John Dory

Traditional Moroccan chicken tagine

22nd year of publication

Spices from India,
Thailand and Morocco
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Iona at
low tide

Lighthouses
on Lewis

Walking
in Harris

Wool from
Foula

Lismore
& St Moluag

Sharks oﬀ
Gunna

Staying
on Eriskay

Living on
Devaar Island
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Gaelic & English poems

Shortlisted – HIGHLAND BOOK PRIZE

Gaelic & English text

2
0
2
2

Gaelic Audiobooks – Download at acairbooks.selz.com
back in stock

Gaelic & English text

Gaelic & English poems

Gaelic & English poems

www.acairbooks.com

Pictures show Mhairi Murdoch in Lews Castle
grounds and some of the other volunteers already
planning to welcome a refugee family to Lewis.

Isles prepare
welcome for refugees
A

By Annie Delin

group set up to smooth the way for a
vulnerable refugee family to make a new
life in the Western Isles is looking for a private
landlord willing to join their efforts.
Communities for Refugees Western Isles has
been set up to help a refugee family find a safe
home and to rebuild their lives.
The group’s been formed as Comhairle nan
Eilean Siar’s contribution to the Governmentsponsored Syrian vulnerable persons’ resettlement
scheme (VPR) comes to an end, with 10 Syrian
families resettled in the Western Isles.
Volunteers and agency representatives involved
in that initiative, which began with the arrival of
the first Syrian families in Stornoway in spring
2016, are among those forming a new core group.
And some of the newly-resettled Syrian families
are also now helping to support two families
from Afghanistan, brought to Lewis by the Linda
Norgrove Foundation.
The new island-based group is part of a national
network supported by the UK Government’s
Community Sponsorship Scheme, which helps to
find welcoming communities to build a new life
for vulnerable refugee families.
In the Western Isles, the group plans to hold
their first public meeting on Saturday (8 January),
via Zoom, to ensure safety for all during the
current Covid-19 environment.
But they have an immediate priority to identify
affordable, privately-rented accommodation for a
family, preferably in or close to Stornoway, or on a
dependable bus route, as the resettled family must be
able to access all the support and services they need.

@acairbooks
Tha Acair aʼ faighinn taic
bho Bhòrd na Gàidhlig

Part of this includes finding a suitable home to
house the refugee family, which must be privately
rented and have a minimum two-year tenancy,
with the option to extend if possible, to provide
stability for long-term resettlement.
The resettled family will be eligible for benefits
including local housing allowance, meaning
that rent will be paid at the current relevant rate
(https://lha-direct.voa.gov.uk/Search.aspx ). Part
of the local group’s support includes paying a
deposit, but the resettled family themselves will
sign the rental agreement.
Local co-ordinator Mhairi Murdoch said: “It
takes roughly six months from the point of finding a
suitable property to the family’s arrival. It is possible
to ask the Home Office to delay the family’s arrival
until the end of an existing tenancy agreement.
“We can contribute volunteers and a small fund
to home improvements, which would increase
the value of the property, and you will get the
knowledge that you are changing the lives of a
vulnerable refugee family, a guaranteed rental
income for two years and a network of support
for the family, to ensure they treat the property
appropriately and will pay utilities, council tax
and rent in a timely manner.”
Any private landlord who thinks they can help
can contact Communitysponsorship.lewis@gmail.
com with ‘accommodation’ as their email title.
Meanwhile other roles still need to be filled
in the support group, with people needed who
are willing to take the lead on family support,
safeguarding, education and employment.

Community sponsorship for refugees was
launched in 2016 by the UK Government as
a way for communities to take responsibility
for welcoming vulnerable refugee families into
willing host locations (www.sponsorrefugees.org).

Mhairi said: “Personally, I was motivated to set
the group up after meeting refugees whilst working
as a medical volunteer, and after seeing how well
our local community has welcomed the Syrian
refugees and more recently, through the Linda
Norgrove Foundation, a family from Afghanistan.”

As a community sponsor, the Western Isles will
be allocated a family fleeing conflict, and it will be
the group’s responsibility to support the resettled
family from the moment of arrival in the UK.

“This scheme allows an additional refugee
family who would not otherwise gain access to
the UK to have a safe home.

Families granted leave to resettle include
refugees who are stuck in camps or cities, at-risk
children and their family members who have fled,
people with no potential to live securely where
they currently are and people who the UN has
identified as especially vulnerable.

ACAIR, An Tosgan
54 Seaforth Road
Stornoway HS1 2SD
post-d: info@acairbooks.com
fòn: 01851 703020

language, finding out how to use everyday services
and exploring employment options.

In the Western Isles the new group will support
a matched refugee family in every way they might
need to make a settled, secure and enjoyable life
here, ultimately becoming independent.
The group will offer ongoing support through
the months and years of the family’s life in the
Western Isles, providing support with socialising,

“Communities for refugees Western Isles feel
that the Western Isles is a caring and welcoming
community that is well placed to help another
family. To make this happen, we are seeking
volunteers to support the family.
“Community sponsorship gives our community
a meaningful chance to make a difference to one
family. The more people who get involved, the
better chance we have of helping secure a safe
future for a refugee family.”
If you want to find out more, or volunteer
to help, you can join the Facebook group at
www.facebook.com/groups/1042996372934755
or email Communitysponsorship.lewis@gmail.com.
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COVID SAFETY
ANNOUNCEMENT

Chef Paul Moorby, leading one of the sessions on offer at Galson

Well-being starts
Galson’s year
T

By Annie Delin

hree months of positivity, wellbeing and
inspiration for living will shine a light in
winter as Galson’s Sunnd project gets under way.
Sunnd represents joy, positivity and vivacious
good health, so the three-month winter programme
is ideally pitched for some of the darkest months
of the year.
Urras Oighreachd Ghabhsainn (Galson Estate
Trust) have a wide range of activities on offer to
support good mental and physical wellbeing
throughout the winter months. And from the
positive hilarity of line dancing to the bracing
stimulation of sea swimming, there’s something in
the mix for everyone.
Introducing the 2022 programme, a UOG
representative said: “The Sunnd health and
wellbeing programme aims to facilitate a high
quality of life for everyone, by remaining active,
healthy, safe, and included.”
The initiative began in the spring of 2018 as a

pilot scheme for individuals over the age of 60,
in partnership with the local Young at Heart club.
It has since opened up to all members of the
community, partnering with a range of different
organisations such as the NHS, Immerse
Hebrides, Western Isles First Aid Training and
Stress Monkey Solutions.
Local experts like photographer Fiona Rennie
and chefs Allan Macritchie, Paul Moorby and
Rhys Fitzpatrick will be leading some of the
sessions, which are partially funded by UOG,
predominantly for Galson Estate residents.
Activities will be distributed around community
venues like the Clan Macquarrie centre, Comunn
Eachdraidh Nis, Sporsnis and the UOG business
centre – or at the beach!
The programme begins on 11 January and runs
until the beginning of April.
For the full schedule and to book see
https://bookwhen.com/sunnd#focus=evsd02-20220111190000 or follow the UOG
Facebook page

In light of growing concern
regarding the Omicron Covid-19
variant, we will be reducing our
capacities at An Lanntair as we
strive to take care of our guests,
audiences, and staff. We want
everyone to feel comfortable
and be able to enjoy visiting An
Lanntair, social-distanced seating
systems and reduced capacities will
be re-introduced to our Cinema
and Auditorium event bookings
and our café-bar.

Please remember:
- ‘Flow Before You Go’
- Track and Trace on arrival
- Wear a mask
- Use our hand sanitiser
HEBRIDEAN DARK SKIES EXHIBITION
Jan 28 – Mar 5 2022 FREE / Main Gallery
The Hebridean Dark Skies Festival
presents
an
exciting
group
exhibition, featuring new works
from seven artists, created in
response to the festival’s themes of
astronomy, darkness, and our night
skies. The exhibition will feature
work by Jill Smith, Trish Bell,
Judy Spark, Mhairi Law, Jonathan
Macdonald, Moira Maclean and
Jon Macleod, who’s image is
featured here, which highlights
“particular extremes of light and
dark in the islands across the year.”

HEBRIDEAN DARK SKIES FESTIVAL
11 – 25 Feb 2022
We are delighted to bring back the
Hebridean Dark Skies Festival this
February, as an ambitious programme
of events, including live music, film,
visual art, theatre, astronomy talks,
and stargazing. Tickets are on sale
now for some of our headline events,
including appearances by Scotland’s
new Astronomer Royal Catherine
Heymans and the incredible singersongwriter
Rachel
Sermanni.
Visit www.lanntair.com for more
information.

AN LANNTAIR CINEMA IN JANUARY
Line dancing

Date

Film

Time

Thur 6 Jan

Cry Macho (12A) 

7pm

Fri 7 Jan

House of Gucci (15)

8pm

Thur 13 Jan House of Gucci (15)(Subtitled Screening)

7pm

Fri 14 Jan

West Side Story (12A) 

7pm

Sat 15 Jan

West Side Story (12A)
West Side Story (12A)

4pm
8pm

Thur 20 Jan Lamb (15) 

7pm

Date

Film

Time

Fri 21 Jan

The Matrix Resurrections (15) 

7pm

Sat 22 Jan

The Matrix Resurrections (15) 

6pm

Fri 28 Jan

Spider-Man: No Way Home (12A) 

7pm

Sat 29 Jan

Spider-Man: No Way Home (12A)
Spider-Man: No Way Home (12A)

4pm
8pm

Sun 30 Jan Spider-Man: No Way Home (12A) 

2pm

An Lanntair Cinema: COVID-Safety guidelines:
• 2m distancing must be observed at all times and facemasks worn (unless eating/drinking, under-5, or medically unable to do so).
• Customers must take allocated seats to ensure groups are socially distanced.
• Customers are reminded of current Scottish Government guidelines on social gatherings of 3 household maximum.
• Cinema snacks and drinks are available to purchase from the Café/Bar.
• Cinema stewards will not require physical tickets, but will ask for name and order number.
• You will be asked for your contact details for Test and Protect when making your booking.
Sea-swimming activity
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Timeline 1850 in Lews Castle Grounds
R

ecent restoration work in the Lews Castle Grounds on the
edge of the Shoe Burn near the Castle has uncovered the
remains of a pathway created more than 170 years ago as part
of the original layout of that part of the Grounds.

The path - starting on the north side of the Shoe Burn bridge - is
shown on the Plan of the Lewis Demesne drawn by William Ogburn,
of the Ordnance Survey, in 1850 and now held by Leabharlannan
nan Eilean Siar.
The map makes clear that the road off the bridge was intended
originally to take traffic away from the Castle rather than towards
it. The angle of one of the parapets and abutments shows there
was perhaps a late change of plan to achieve this. And the newly
revealed path formed the route from this roadway to the Castle itself
through the newly planted woodland.
The map also shows the incredible amount of work that had
already been done by that date - considering the Mathesons had
only bought the Isle of Lewis seven years earlier. Sir James Matheson
was one of the richest men in the world at the time…the Elon Musk
of his day. It is also possible that the map also shows what was
being planned rather than what had been achieved. Historic maps
and paintings of Stornoway regularly include the buildings and road
layouts being planned by the Mackenzie, Matheson and Leverhulme
proprietors of Lewis rather than what was there on the ground at the
time the map was drawn.
The map of the Castle gardens area also shows how water features
seem to have played a far greater role in the early years of the
creation of the Grounds than they came to do in later years.
The 1850 map shows a large ornamental lake adjacent to the
Castle - which later became the site of experiments related to
converting peat to oil and was filled in to create the area used by
extensive glasshouses, demolished after World War Two, and now
by the museum and car park.

Details from the 1850 map of the Castle Grounds showing the recently constructed castle with the ornamental lake, left, and the bridge and roadway, right.

There was also a circular pond which fed the stream that flows
through the valley near to Cuddy Point - as well as a wooden pipe or
aqueduct system feeding the then Stornoway waterworks on the hill
next to the present golf course which now hosts the mobile phone
network towers. Maps also indicate a parallel watercourse in the
Shoe Burn valley to the north of the stream.
Of course, there was also the mill stream which fed the flour mill
in the lower part of the Bayhead River or Willowglen stream valley and which was restored almost 20 years ago after being buried in the
undergrowth since the mill burned down in 1890.
But higher up the valley are the distinct remains of a purely
ornamental feature, a cascade fed by an artificial canal which cuts
across a sharp bend in the river and which would have created a
waterfall about six to eight metres high.

The newly exposed pathway above the Shoe Burn

The angle of one of the parapets and abutments of the Shoe Burn indicates the
angle which the original roadway took across the Green

Artificial waterfalls have long featured in traditional Japanese and
Chinese gardens, where they can serve to highlight a scene or to
provide focus. Sir James would have been familiar with these from
his time in the region. Artificial waterfalls were popular in Europe in
the late 19th and early 20th centuries, including a famous waterfall
in Viktoriapark in Berlin.
A considerable amount of manual labour would have been
required to create the artificial water course as it cuts through a
steep ridge which juts out into the course of the river as it turns
back towards the Marybank roadway and starts a steep drop in level
which narrows the stream. The channel then runs through what are
now dense woods before turning sharply back towards the river and
dropping back to its level down a steep splay.
As originally designed, the splay would have been replete with
ornamental rocks and decorative plants, and on the opposite bank,
there would have been a bucolic picnic spot where Lady Mary Jane
Matheson could have practiced her photography skills and enjoyed
time with friends. An unexpectedly large and formal path still leads
to that area today.
While the route of the stream is shown on an estate map dated
1850, it’s not visible on Ordnance Survey maps of the entire area
in later decades of the 19th Century. For reasons unknown, water
features fell out of favour and vanished from the Grounds.

At this bend in the river, the artificial channel abstracted water
and diverted it though the ridge to the cascade

In winter conditions it’s possible to discern the channel which the stream once used

Remains of the splay from ornamental cascade
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Sequamur takes on new life in schools
By Taylor Edgar

pupils did not survive the killing fields of Europe.

translation of the play Sequamur in an
anthology of Gaelic drama has led to
writer and poet Donald S Murray’s first foray
as a playwright to now being taught in several
secondary schools in North Lanarkshire.

The 2015 Gaelic language work, Donald’s first
full-length Gaelic play, was toured extensively
through Scotland, including at the Edinburgh
Festival. It was also performed in Belfast, London,
and Ypres in Belgium.

A

It was warmly received by audiences and critics
alike. One reviewer described Sequamur as ‘moving,
powerful, with a message that resonates today.’

Sequamur - set in Stornoway in the First World
War - is being enjoyed by a new audience after
it featured in Michelle Macleod’s book, Dràma
na Gàidhlig: Ceud Bliadhna air an Àrd-ùrlar: A
Century of Gaelic Drama.

Sequamur (Let us Follow) is The Nicolson
Institute’s school motto, a sentiment that would
haunt the headteacher when news reached
Stornoway of the slaughter of his former charges.

The book was published in April 2021 by the
Association for Scottish Literary Studies and is a
celebration of Gaelic theatre. The book features
Sequamur and seven other plays spanning the
early 20th Century to the present day, along with
English translations.
The other plays selected for the book were:
Rèiteach Mòraig (Morag’s Betrothal) – Iain M.
MacLeòid
Am Fear a Chaill a Ghàidhlig (The Man Who
Lost His Gaelic) – Iain MacCormaig
Ceann Cropic – Fionnlagh MacLeòid
Tog Orm Mo Speal (Give Me My Scythe) – Iain
Mac a’ Ghobhainn
Òrdugh na Saorsa (Order of Release) – Tormod
Calum Dòmhnallach
Scotties – Muireann Kelly with Francis Poet
Bana-Ghaisgich
(Heroines)
–
Màiri
Nic’IlleMhoire

Those ex-pupils that survived the First World War
massacres condemned Gibson on their return home.

Seeing one of his works adopted for teaching in
the classroom is particularly pleasing for Donald
as he was an English teacher for 30 years at The
Nicolson Institute, Sgoil Lionacleit and elsewhere.
And fitting too, as much of the action of the
critically acclaimed play centres on Stornoway’s
Nicolson Institute during the First World War.
The then headteacher, William J Gibson, was
seen as a progressive and enlightened educator.
However, he firmly believed the Great War was a
just cause which would bring about change for the
better and encouraged many young men from the
school to take up arms. Sadly, many of these ex-

The stories of the Nicolson pupils at war – some
of whom lied about their age to join up – are told
through their letters to Gibson. While most held
their former headteacher in high esteem, by the
time the Armistice was brokered, Gibson was a
broken man with his otherwise glowing reputation
forever tainted.
Interviewed by BBC Alba when the play had
its first night in Glasgow, Donald commented:
“He (Gibson) wasn’t a bad man. If he were bad,
it wouldn’t have been a tragedy. He was a good

man, and he was thinking about the situation and
the consequences. If he were a villain, I wouldn’t
have a story, but he wasn’t one; he was a very
decent man.”

Island Blindness…and island life

ISLAND BLINDNESS

ISLAND BLINDNESS

I

Reviewed by
Sophie Vaudoux-Lochrie

s Stornoway-based writer Fiona ‘FMT’
Macdonald sending us a secret message?

There was the debut with Lewis Amnesia ; then
St Kilda Fever ; now it’s Island Blindness.

summits under dark and heavy, windy skies will
take you to Valagarry. The new centre of Dr Helen
MacAllister’s role in this trilogy.

narrow-mindedness. Should she have quit? Will
Mrs Murray have reported her to the medical
Disciplinary Committee? Will she get the sack?

In sole command since jointly working with
the now retired Dr MacLeod, Mrs Murray, the
receptionist, rules over the surgery where Dr
Helen MacAllister examines her patients.

The turning point, innocent as it seems, could
be the present from Ewan MacDonald, Procurator
Fiscal in town, to Helen: the beautiful pair of red
leather gloves at the end of the preceding book.
The Irish Gaelic symbol of ‘Labraid Làmh Dhearg’
(the Red Hand of Labraid) shows in the stuff of the
summer episode in Valagarry.

Ah, well, but Dr MacAllister is straight from
Glasgow. In the 1970s. On Lewis. And only a
woman?

In this third book, over three years, she has
dealt with many dangers, including Mrs Murray,
seen deaths and got herself into trouble. It is
true that when she is not doctoring, hunk and
punk permitting, she blunders her way through
relationships only to find comfort in ciggies, wee
drams and George’s affection. Her faithful Jack
Russell, he makes himself more straightforward
in social dealings. Her house provides her with
basic shelter, but it remains too damp for comfort.
Islanders are tough cookies.

Don’t put on your black and white glasses to
read her adventures. Just remember Stornoway
and Lewis back then. Single-track roads with blind

Working on the one hand, surviving on the
other, Doctor Helen MacAllister has had to drive
her way carefully around male chauvinism and

FMT Macdonald

In a time of computer-based diagnosis from the
centre of another world, algorithms depending,
here is the real doctor you need. You get an
appointment within a couple of days because there
is space and time for whatever your emergency
and if you really can’t get out of your bed, that
doctor will visit you. And pop in later to check on
how well you recover.

FMT Macdonald

It is thought that at least 148 former Nicolson
Institute students were laid to rest in foreign fields,
having been killed in the Dardanelles and many
other battlefields.

Indeed, in the third book, visitors from the wide
Irish Connection arrive with much trepidation,
only abated with tender, respectful notes for an
elegantly humorous much-loved one.
Fever, amnesia, blindness... FMT Macdonald
has turned me into a fanatical hypochondriac!
Will you, too, succumb?
Island Blindness. FMT Macdonald £6.99.
Available this month from The Baltic Bookshop
and Spar in Stornoway; and on Amazon.
Also to be available on Amazon Kindle.

Lewis is ‘star isle’ in new play on-line
A

By Taylor Edgar

new digital-theatre production penned by Isle of Lewis
playwright Kenny Boyle features a distinctive island flavour
to its cast.
Four of the five cast members, including Kenny, a native of
Cromore in Lochs, are from Lewis, adding an air of authenticity.
Kenny as Gaoth is joined by fellow islanders, author Donald S
Murray as Aether, and actor Miriam Donaghey as Teine. Another
Lewis native, Rachel Kennedy, takes on the role of Talamh.
The final character in the five-strong ensemble, Uisge, is played
by veteran Morven-based actor James Rottger. He has a long list of
theatrical credits and TV appearances in Scot Squad, River City, and
Gary: Tank Commander (BBC Scotland).
Meanwhile, the assistant director seat is being occupied by Karen
Bartke, who is best known as Officer Karen in the BAFTA-winning
mockumentary Scot Squad (Comedy Unit).
Eerie Isles is an attempt to capture some of the oral folk tales
before they disappear forever. The inspiration came from Kenny’s
childhood living in Cromore, Lochs and hearing half-remembered

tales only his deceased granny could complete.
Comments Kenny: “The Eerie Isles will capture some of these
stories, like a grainy photo of a ghost or a blurry monster in a loch
so that they can haunt people forever, and so our culture can live on
after us. These are true stories, whether they really happened or not.”
The play is a digital piece of theatre presented online in four parts
that explores the folklore and spoken word oral traditions of the Isle
of Lewis and the village of Cromore.
Unlike other ‘to camera’ digital productions, Eerie Isles has the
performers’ voices overlaid over footage of Lewis itself where the
stories take place.
Explains Kenny: “In this way, we hope to showcase the unique
beauty and haunting isolation of the island. We feel as though
theatre is a hugely immersive art form. Simply having an actor talk to
a static camera, much of that immersive and multi-layered art form is
lost. We want this to be a truly theatrical experience.”
Kenny, who most recently played the lead role, Rob in the feature
film Lost at Christmas, is also awaiting the publication of his first
novel, The Tick and the Tock of the Crocodile Clock, which is due out
in May. It is available to pre-order from www.eye-books

www.hebevents.com
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lanning for a Gaelic festival entitled
“LUACH” (Gaelic for worth, value) was in
the final stages in Spring 2020, when Covid-19
caused a national lockdown and, with a heavy
heart, the event was cancelled. Full of hope
that 2022 will be a better year, plans are once
again underway to hold the festival though.
Taking place over the course of two days –
Friday 9th and Saturday 10th April – there will
be a variety of events in localities covering Lewis
and Harris, which will be suitable for various age
groups and for people with different interests
and hobbies. As the festival’s tagline says, ’s ann
mu dheidhinn na Gàidhlig a tha e (it is all about
Gaelic), and therefore any event held through the

Thèid barrachd fios mun phrògram a sgaoileadh
anns na seachdainnean ri thighinn agus bidh am
fios as ùire a’ nochdadh air duilleag facebook na
fèise: @LUACHnaGaidhlig
Airson barrachd fiosrachaidh no ma thathar
airson a bhith an sàs, cuiribh fios gu Mira:
mbyrne1u@gnes.net

medium of Gaelic qualifies.
The festival will be organised and hosted
in partnership between several community
organisations with Comunn na Gàidhlig, Fèisean
nan Gàidheal, An Lanntair, e-Sgoil, Comhairle nan
Eilean Siar, Bragar and Arnol Community Trust,
Horshader Community Development and the North
Harris Trust all among those involved. The project
also received funding from Bòrd na Gàidhlig.
More information about the programme will
be made available in the coming weeks and news
and updates shared on the festival’s facebook
page: @LUACHnaGaidhlig
For further information or to get involved,
please contact Mira: mbyrne1u@gnes.net

Saoghal na Cloinne Bige
T

ha Comhairle nan Eilean Siar air leth
toilichte fàilte a chur air Saoghal na Cloinne
Bige. Is e seo cruinneachadh de sia òrain
fichead airson nan tràth bhliadhnaichean agus
chaidh an coimiseanadh leis a’ Chomhairle
gu Fèisean nan Gàidheal. Chaidh mòran de
na h-òrain a sgrìobhadh as ùr agus iad ga do
thoirt tro latha ann am beatha leanabh òg;
bho bhith a’ dùsgadh anns a’ mhadainn, turas
chun na bùthan, a’ cèilidh air taigh granaidh
gu bhith a’ dol dhan leabaidh – tha iad uile rim
faotainn air Saoghal na Cloinne Bige.
Thuirt Evelyn Coull NicLeòid, Manaidsear
Foghlam Gàidhlig aig Comhairle nan Eilean Siar:
“Tha sinn gu mòr air ar dòigh leis a’ ghoireas
ùr seo agus cinnteach gum bi fàilte mhòr air
thall sa bhos. Tha na h-òrain cho breagha agus
tarraingeach agus tha fios againn cho cudromach
sa tha òrain ann a bhith a’ stèidheachadh agus
a’ daingneachadh deagh bhriathrachais aig an
taigh agus anns gach suidheachadh foghlaim.
Chan eil àm ro thràth ann tòiseachadh a’ seinn
le do chuid chloinne agus bidh na h-òrain seo
freagarrach, an dà chuid, airson fileantaich agus
luchd-ionnsachaidh”.
Thuirt Eilidh NicCoinnich, Manaidsear Fèisgoil
aig Fèisean nan Gàidheal:

Clasaichean Gàidhlig / Gaelic Classes
Starting in January '22, a new block of Gaelic language courses and sessions will be offered in
partnership between Lews Castle College UHI and Community Learning Hebrides, Comhairle nan
Eilean Siar’s Adult Learning department, with support from Bòrd na Gàidhlig.

C

Grammar for Fluent Speakers
Tha an cùrsa seo ag amas air fileantaich no luchd-ionnsachaidh adhartach a tha airson na sgilean sgrìobhaidh aca a
leasachadh. Bheir na stuthan-teagaisg mìneachadh air puingean gràmair, agus gheibh sibh cothrom feuchainn air
caochladh eacarsaich gràmair. Tha na stuthan-teagaisg uile air-loidhne agus bidh clas uair a thìde ann gach
seachdain cuideachd.

24mh Faoilleach

Steòrnabhagh/ air-loidhne

Diluain 4:00-5:00f

£55

10 seachdainean

Speak Gaelic
This brand new, multi-faceted learning opportunity is offered by both Lews Castle College UHI and Community
Learning Hebrides.
It is designed to take learners from complete beginners to fluency. All four competencies of listening, speaking,
reading and writing are covered, and the course is aligned with the Common European Framework of Reference for
Languages (CEFR). Each level consists of 26 classes of 1.5 hours, and currently Level A1 (beginners) is being offered.

Lews Castle College UHI
Courses cover all 13 topics in the recommended 26 classes. All classes will be delivered face to face in classroom
settings.

24th January

Stornoway

“Bha e na thlachd dhuinn a bhith ag obair
le Comhairle nan Eilean Siar air pròiseact cho
taitneach. Rinn na còignear sheinneadair a bha
ag obair còmhla rinn sònraichte math, le taic
air leth bho Pablo Lafuente agus Barry Reid. O
thoiseach tòiseachaidh bha e na amas dhuinn gu
robh measgachadh ann de dh’òrain agus fuinn
traidiseanta agus cuideachd òrain ùr. Chuir

bi-weekly; Mon & Thu
9:30-11:00am or 4:00-5:30pm

13 weeks

£130 / £90 **

Community Learning Hebrides

omhairle nan Eilean Siar is delighted to
welcome the launch of Saoghal na Cloinne
Bige. The twenty-six songs, which are targeted
at the early years stage, were commissioned
by the Comhairle and produced by Fèisean
nan Gàidheal. Many of the songs have been
specially written for the resource and take you
through many of the daily tasks in the life of
a child; from waking in the morning, a trip to
the shops, a visit to granny’s and, eventual, bed
time – it’s all covered in Saoghal na Cloinne
Bige!

Evelyn Coull MacLeod, Gaelic Education
Manager at Comhairle nan Eilean Siar said:

sinn fuinn ùr air pìosan bàrdachd aig Mairead
Hulse, nach maireann, agus an seinneadair agus
preaseantair, Linda NicLeòid. A thuilleadh air sin,
bha luchd-obrach Fèisgoil cuideachd an-sàs ann a
bhith a’ sgrìobhadh agus a’ toirt blasad air beatha
leanabh beag”
Faodar na h-òrain a luchdadh sìos saor san
asgaidh tro Apple, Amazon, Spotify agus tha iad
rim faighinn air You Tube cuideachd. Gheibhear
an ceangal airson luchdadh sìos aig _ https://
www.foghlamgaidhlig.com/gaidhlig-saoghal-nacloinne-bige/. Anns na mìosan a tha air thoiseach
thèid dealbhan beò a chruthachadh a bhios a’ dol
an cois na h-òrain. Bidh na h-òrain, le iomadach
goireas eile, rim faighinn cuideachd air app a
tha Comhairle nan Eilean Siar ag obair air andràsta. Nam bu toil leat CD fhaighinn leig fios gu
evelyn@gnes.net.
Eilidh Mackenzie, Fèisgoil Manager at Fèisean
nan Gàidheal added:
“Working on such a lovely project with
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar has been a real joy.
The five young Gaelic singers we brought on
board all did a fantastic job, ably accompanied
by musician engineers Pablo Lafuente and Barry
Reid. From the outset we were keen to ensure that
the resource was a mix of traditional, but less wellknown, Gaelic songs as well as new material. This
included setting some poems written by Mairead
Hulse to new melodies, some songs by singer and
presenter Linda Macleod, as well as Fèisgoil staff
writing completely new songs, to cover a full day
in the life of a baby/toddler.”

The songs are available to download for through
Apple, Amazon, Spotify and also available on
“We are absolutely delighted with this new
You Tube. You can access them via https://
resource and certain that they will be received
www.foghlamgaidhlig.com/gaidhlig-saoghal-nawell by a local, national and global audience.
cloinne-bige/. In the coming months animations
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Level A1 will be delivered in three 10-week blocks which include some revision. The first block covers topics 1-5.

online

weekly; day & time tbc *

10 weeks

£50

Gaelic for Work Purposes
This SQA accredited course is suitable for those who have not previously studied Gaelic. Students will be given the
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by sea and land

a bird with crex appeal!
04>

w/c 24th January

THE ONLY MAGAZINE DEVOTED TO EXPLORING THE ISLANDS OF SCOTLAND

THE ONLY MAGAZINE DEVOTED TO EXPLORING THE ISLANDS OF SCOTLAND

SCOTTISH ISLANDS

Scottish Islands Explorer Magazine shows you
the wonders of the Scottish islands from the
comfort of your home.

9 771476 646047

For the time being, all classes will be delivered online.

Harbour for
Vikings?

Walking the
Skye Coast

Machrie Moor
on Arran

Isles pioneers
before NHS

12>

Thairis air dà latha – Dihaoine 9mh is Disathairne
10mh Giblean – bidh farsaingeachd de thachartasan
ann a bhios a’ frithealadh air diofair sgìrean de
Leòdhas agus na Hearadh, air diofair aoisean agus
air daoine aig a bheil ùidh ann an cuspairean is
cur-seachadan eadar-dhealaichte. Mar a chanas
suaicheantas na fèise, ’s ann mu dheidhinn na
Gàidhlig a tha e, agus mar sin dh’fhaodadh tachartas
sam bith a bhith na phàirt de LUACH, cho fad ’s gur
ann tro mheadhan na Gàidhlig a tha e.

’S e co-obrachadh eadar iomadh buidheann a
tha seo agus tha Comunn na Gàidhlig, Fèisean
nan Gàidheal, An Lanntair, e-Sgoil, Comhairle
nan Eilean Siar, Urras Coimhearsnachd
Bhràdhagair agus Àrnoil, Buidheann Leasachadh
Coimhearsnachd Horsiadar agus Urras Ceann
a Tuath na Hearadh am measg nam buidhnean
a bhios an sàs. Fhuair am pròiseact taic
maoineachaidh bho Bhòrd na Gàidhlig.

àidhlig

22nd year of publication

ha planaichean a’ tighinn gu ìre as t-Earrach
2020 airson fèis ùr Ghàidhlig, “LUACH”,
a chumail, nuair a dh’adhbhraich Covid-19
glasadh-sluaigh nàiseanta agus, le cridhe trom,
chaidh an fhèis a chur dheth. Làn dòchais gum
bi cùisean nas fheàrr ann am 2022, thathar
a-nis airson feuchainn air fèis a-rithist ge-tà.

Naidheachdan

9 771476 646047

LUACH – fèis Ghàidhlig
fa-near ann am 2022
B

06/01/22 - 02/02/22

22nd year of publication
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Mull and its
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Scalpay

SCOTTISH ISLANDS

EXPLORER
VOL. 22 NO. 127

February/March 2021 £4.95

opportunity to develop basic skills needed to communicate in everyday situations, and in vocational and professional
contexts. Course materials are available online and students can also attend a weekly online tutorial.

£60

The journeys of
John MacCulloch

Subscribe to the hard copy or the digital copy at
www.scottishislandsexplorer.com or buy a one-off copy at
www.etsy.com/uk/shop/StornowayMedia

9 771476 646047

Lews Castle College UHI and Comhairle nan Eilean Siar's Community Learning Hebrides partnership offer. Supported by Bòrd na Gàidhlig.
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Inspiration on
Isle of Lewis

Birdlife
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icy past

Bear loose
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02>

The Bass Rock

Isle of Barra…
local produce

22nd year of publication

12 weeks

9 771476 646047

Tuesday 4:00-5:00pm

10>

online

22nd year of publication

25th January
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THE ISLANDSLighthouse
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Iona at
low tide

Lighthouses
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Walking
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Wool from
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& St Moluag

Sharks oﬀ
Gunna

Staying
on Eriskay

Living on
Devaar Island

£7.4m boost

A visit to
Bell Rock
Raised beaches
on Lismore
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Deasbad-sgoile
aig Sgoil an
Tairbeirt
B

ha deasbad gu math soirbheachail againn ann an Sgoil an
Tairbeirt air Diciadain 24 an t-Samhainn. Ghabh fichead
sgoilear pàirt anns an deasbad agus bha gach deasbad aig ìre
gu math àrd. Chòrd an latha rinn gu mòr agus tha sinn an
dòchas gum bi cothroman Gàidhig mar seo aig sgoilearan
anns na bliadhnaichean ri thighinn.

Am measg nan cuspairean a bha sgoilearan a’ deasbad air an
latha bha:
• Cha bu chòir a bhith coimhead ri ola tuilleadh. Tha sinn ann
an saoghal ath-nuadhachail.
• Tha coimpiutairean nas èifeachdaiche na tidsearan.
• Tha turasachd air fàs a bhith na trioblaid anns Na Hearadh
agus chan ann na buannachd.
• Tha na dh’ionnsaicheas tu air taobh a-muigh na sgoile nas
fheumaile na foghlam san rùm-sgoile.
• Cha robh ginealach a-riamh cho fortanach ris a’ ghinealach
dom buin mise.
Rinn na sgoilearan obair ionmholta ann a bhith ag ullachadh
òraidean a bha inntinneach, ealanta, èibhinn agus fiosrachail. Tha
sinn an dòchas mar Roinn gum bi cothrom aig mòran aca fhathast
a bhith a’ gabhail pàirt ann an deasbadan nàiseanta.
’S iad Niall Macleòid agus Emma Passmore a bhuannaich
aig deireadh an latha, ach bha na comharran a choisinn na
sgiobaidhean gu math faisg!
Daibhidh Moireach
Anns na clasaichean Gàidhlig bho chionn ghoirid, bha tòrr
againn ag ullachadh airson deasbad na sgoile. Gach bliadhna,
b’ àbhaist do sgioba bhon sgoil a bhith a’ gabhail pàirt anns an
Deasbad Nàiseanta ach, air sgàth ’s gun robh seo air a chur dheth le
trioblaidean Covid, bha sinne mar sgoil fhathast airson deasbad a
chumail airson beagan eòlais fhaighinn air na sgilean air am biodh
feum againn airson an Deasbaid Nàiseanta.
’S e “Tha turasachd a’ fàs gu bhith na trioblaid agus chan ann na
buannachd” an cuspair a bha againn ri mholadh.
Tha a bhith a’ gabhail pàirt ann an deasbad a’ leasachadh na
sgilean sgrìobhaidh, labhairt agus rannsachaidh againn. Bha e
uabhasach soirbheachail dhuinn agus chòrd e rinn gu mòr!
Bha sinn uile beagan nearbhach mu dheidhinn a bhith a’
seasamh air beulaibh dhaoine agus a’ bruidhinn ach bha e gu math
spòrsail! Tha sinn uile an dòchas gum faigh sinn an cothrom a
dhèanamh a-rithist an-ath-bhliadhna!
Emma NicSuain agus Ellie-Ceit NicIain, ÀS4
Ghabh sinne pàirt san deasbad a bh’ againn san sgoil ambliadhna. Thug e dhuinn barrachd misneachd anns a’ chòmhradh
Ghàidhlig againn. B’ e ullachadh math a bh’ ann ma bha sinn
airson a dhol chun an Deasbaid Nàiseanta an-ath-bhliadhna ach
’s e tòrr spòrs a bh’ ann cuideachd. Ghabh clasaichean bhon chiad
bhliadhna suas chun na siathamh bliadhna pàirt san deasbad agus
bha na h-argamaidean gu math soirbheachail.
B’ e “Cha bu chòir a bhith coimhead ri ola tuilleadh. Tha sinn
ann an saoghal ath-nuadhachail”, cuspair an deasbaid againne.
Le cuideachadh bhon Bmh. Nicilleathain agus Mgh. Moireach,
dh’ullaich sinn na h-argamaidean againn ann an dòigh inntinneach,
fiosrachail agus cuideachd beagan èibhinn.
’S e sgil mhath a th’ ann a bhith a’ deasbad ann an Gàidhlig,
agus cuideachd ann am Beurla. Thug seo dhuinn cothrom na
sgilean againn a leasachadh. ’S urrainn dhuinne a th’ ann an
Nàiseanta 5 cuideachd an deasbad a chleachdadh airson labhairt
san deuchainn Ghàidhlig againn.
Bhuannaich Nìall Macleòid agus Emma Passmore an deasbad
air fad agus fhuair iadsan bogsa sheòclaidean mar dhuais! Fhuair
a h-uile duine eile a ghabh pàirt seòclaid mhòr an duine! ’S e
cothrom spòrsail agus buannachdail a bh’ anns an deasbad agus
chòrd e rinn uile gu mòr!
Eilidh NicDhòmhnaill agus Isla Scott S4
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Hebridean Dark Skies Festival
Feis Speuran Dorch Innse Gall
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Cosmos Planetarium
An Lanntair, Wednesday 16 February, all day, see
lanntair.com for prices
The popular planetarium show returns to the festival with a new
programme of films promising an out of this world experience
whatever the weather! Cosmos Planetarium will also be offering
school screenings and activity packs.

11-25 February 2022
11-25 Gearran 2022
T

he Hebridean Dark Skies Festival returns for a fourth year in
February.

Once again we’re presenting two weeks of music, film, art, theatre,
astronomy talks, stargazing, children’s events and lots more, with
guests ranging from Scotland’s Astronomer Royal Catherine Heymans
to singer-songwriter Rachel Sermanni.

Rachel Sermanni
An Lanntair, Friday 25 February, 7.30pm, £10/£8

Visit www.lanntair.com for updates on our film programme,
schools activities, podcast, children’s workshops and more.
Thank you to all our festival partners, especially our principal
funders Caledonian MacBrayne, Highlands and Islands Enterprise and
Culture and Business Fund Scotland.

Hebridean Dark Skies Festival exhibition

The Hebridean Dark Skies Festival is led by An Lanntair in
partnership with Lews Castle College UHI, Stornoway Astronomical
Society, Calanais Stones and Visitor Centre, and Gallan Head
Community Trust, with additional support from Cala Hotels, Outer
Hebrides Tourism and Visit Scotland.

The Hebridean Dark Skies Festival presents a group exhibition in
which seven artists create new work in response to the festival’s themes
of astronomy, darkness, and our night skies.

Discover more at www.lanntair.com
Contact our box office at 01851 708480
Email us at info@anlanntair.com
COVID-19 - While all events information on these pages is correct
at time of going to print, please keep an eye on www.lanntair.com and
An Lanntair’s social media for updates.

An Lanntair main gallery, 28 January to 5 March

The exhibition will feature new work by Jon Macleod, Jill Smith, Trish
Bell, Judy Spark, Mhairi Law, Jonathan Macdonald, and Moira Maclean.

The Edge of the Sky | Oir Nan Speur

The image above is taken from Deiseal by Jon Macleod, a previous
project for which Jon set up 50 solargraph cameras across the Isle
of Lewis from 21 December to 21 June, as “a kind of slow CCTV
designed to capture the particular extremes of light and dark in the
islands across the year”.

An Lanntair, Friday 18 February, 7.30pm, £10/£8

Casey McIntyre
An Lanntair café bar, 28 January to 5 March
A selection of work by the winner of our first Hebridean Dark Skies
Festival photography competition in 2019.

LIVE EVENTS

An Lanntair, Saturday 12 February, all day £15/£13 or book tickets for individual events

D

ark Skies Discovery Day is a
whole day of events including
talks by leading astronomers, an
astrophotography workshop, a film
screening and a comedy night by
Bright Club. It’s been programmed
by the Hebridean Dark Skies Festival
with support from the Institution of
Engineering and Technology (IET)
and Lewis Castle College UHI.
Day tickets cost £15 (£13) and
will allow you to book seats for six
events. You can also book tickets for
individual events if you prefer.

10am - A Brief History of Everything, £4/£3

5pm - The City Dark, £4/£3

Our day of discovery begins with a whistle stop tour of the Universe
from the Big Bang onwards, with extragalactic astrophysicist Sheona
Urquhart of the Open University.

A rare cinema screening of one of the most thought-provoking and
visually striking films to be made on the subject of light pollution.
Film-maker Ian Cheney grew up in rural Maine and spent his
childhood gazing at the stars; in this 2011 film he sets out to answer
the question: “What do we lose when we lose the night?”

11.30am - The Mysteries of The Multiverse, £4/£3
Scotland’s new Astronomer Royal Catherine Heymans examines the
science behind the theory that there are an infinite number of possible
worlds.

2pm - The Next Steps in Space Travel, £4/£3
A look at the future of space tourism with Dr Chris Macleod of Lews
Castle College UHI.

3.30pm - Losing the Cosmos, £4/£3
Steven Gray of the International Dark Sky Association explores the
importance of dark skies to our health and wellbeing.

In this unique new theatre show, award-winning astrophysicist
Roberto Trotta teams up with Lewis-based production company sruthmara (Move-Gluasad, Soil & Soul) for a uniquely Hebridean stage
adaptation of his internationally acclaimed book.
Like the Universe, it’s a work in progress.

Highland Astronomy
Calanais Visitor Centre, Thursday 17 February, 7pm, £6/£5
Grinneabhat, Friday 18 February, 7pm, £6/£5
Scaladale Centre, Saturday 19 February, 7pm, £6/£5
We’re delighted to welcome Stephen Mackintosh of Highland
Astronomy back to the Hebrides for three stargazing events at venues
across the islands.

Friday 11 February, 8pm, £10/£8

Stephen presents astronomy talks and stargazing sessions all over
Scotland; he has previously hosted popular Dark Skies events at the
Edge Cafe at Gallan Head, Comunn Eachdraidh Nis and Kinloch
Community Hub, as well as an online event in 2021.
This will be an indoor event but will include – weather permitting –
a walk under the stars at Lewis’s most famous historic site.

Rachel’s Dark Skies show marks ten years since her career-launching
EP, Black Currents, released in February 2012. In the decade since,
she has release four acclaimed albums (most recently 2019’s So It
Turns) and toured all over the world. Rachel was to have performed
as part of Dark Skies in 2019 (as part of the show Whatever Gets You
Through The Night) but had to cancel due to illness; we are delighted
to welcome her back to our festival for an unmissable headline show.

ONLINE EVENTS
Into Darkness | Dhan Dorchatas –

a night-time art adventure with Mairi Gillies
Online, Tuesday 15 and Tuesday 22 February, 7.30pm,
£15/£13
Can darkness unlock your creativity? Gaelic visual artist Mairi Gillies
teaches people how to discover the creative potential of venturing out
into the night. For this year’s Hebridean Dark Skies Festival she will
lead two online workshops, delivered in both English and Gaelic,
inspiring you to explore your night-time creativity as well as your
language skills.
From non-Gaelic speakers, beginners to fileantach – all are welcome!

WORKSHOP ONE – Tuesday 15 February, 7.30pm-9pm
The first workshop will equip you with all the tools and techniques
you need for some solo night-time art adventures, and help you set
some creative goals for the following week.

WORKSHOP TWO – Tuesday 22 February, 7.30pm-9pm
The second workshop will offer an opportunity to reflect on your
experiences and share your work with fellow participants.

You’re
completely
insignificant; just one out of
seven billion people orbiting
just one star out of 100 billion
stars in our Milky Way galaxy.
No longer should you waste
time worrying about life’s
indecisions, because in one
Universe,
somewhere
out
there, you’ll have made the right choice! Catherine Heymans and Joe
Zuntz will be your guides.

Mairi’s workshops are aimed at all levels of thinkers and makers,
from established artists to newbies in the making.
All necessary art materials will be provided but should be collected
in advance from An Lanntair. If this is not possible please contact
andrew@anlanntair.com with your full postal address at least one
week before the first workshop.
A weblink for each online workshop will then be emailed to all
ticket-holders in advance of the events.
Due to very limited capacity early booking is advised!

Look out for our Dark Skies podcast with Catherine and Joe, available
via www.lanntair.com/darkskies from Saturday 8 January 2022.

Peter Urpeth: The 4000 Nights of New Dark Skies Festival podcast
York in 1988
Available via iTunes, Spotify, Apple etc,

7.30pm - Bright Club, £6/£5
Join us for the first ever Lewis show by the international comedy night
that challenges academics to turn their research into stand-up comedy.
Hosted by stand-up comedian and science buff Bruce Fummey.

Dark Skies Discovery Day will also include a free
astrophotography workshop by Stornoway Astronomical
Society at 12pm. This workshop is a limited capacity event
so is not included in the day ticket. However if you book
any Dark Skies Discovery Day ticket we will notify you in
advance of when places become available.

Is it possible to explain the mysteries of the Universe using only the
1000 most commonly used words in English and Gaelic?

The Universe: Does Anything Matter?
With Catherine Heymans and Joe Zuntz
The Hebridean Dark Skies
Festival opens with a hilarious
(and educational!) evening of
comedy and astronomy with
Catherine Heymans, recently
appointed
Scotland’s
new
Astronomer Royal, and comedian
and astrophysicist Joe Zuntz.

DARK SKIES DISCOVERY DAY

Our festival closes with a special appearance by one of Scotland’s
most extraordinary singer-songwriters.

An Lanntair, Wednesday 23 February, 7pm, £6/£5

or www.lanntair.com/darkskies

Lewis-based musician and writer Peter Urpeth presents a new
live performance work, combining poetry and soundscapes. An
autobiographical tale of love found and lost in New York and London,
the piece explores the nature and boundaries of memory and memoir.

The Hebridean Dark Skies Festival’s Campfire Conversations is a
series of podcast interviews with fascinating people from the worlds of
astronomy, psychology, and the arts, in association with The Scotsman.
Listen out for new episodes from January 2022.

And there’s more to explore….
Sunset Reports
An Lanntair, Friday 11 February, 6.30pm, FREE
A beautiful and poetic 52-minute film in which Edinburgh artist
Juliana Capes describes an entire sunset for the visually impaired.

Keep an eye on www.lanntair.com for full Hebridean Dark Skies
Festival listings. We’ll be adding more events throughout January!
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Building our communities

Nicolson Institute

Stornoway Primary Children in Need Fun Day

How parents, teachers, and pupils
rose to the challenge in 2021
2

By Katie Macleod

Primary School braved rock climbing with Comhairle nan Eilean
Siar’s Outdoor Learning team.

021 saw multiple changes to learning as Covid restrictions
continued – but parents, teachers, and pupils rose to the
challenge with each change.

Music was back on the timetable for pupils during the summer
term, too. In Lewis, the Virtual Mòd Ionadail Leòdhais 2021 was
shown on Facebook and YouTube on 24th June, where videos of the
winners – chosen from more than 300 entries – were broadcast in a
special digital concert hosted by Ceitlin L R Smith. And on the final
day of the school term, The Nicolson Institute’s end-of-year school
concert was broadcast live on Facebook for family, friends, and the
wider community to enjoy.

When another lockdown in Scotland came into force in January
2021, schools across the country pivoted once again to remote
learning. For Senior Phase secondary pupils in the Western Isles, that
meant continuing with their regularly scheduled school timetable as
much as possible.
Using video calling and chat functions on Glow and Microsoft
Teams, pupils in the islands’ four secondary schools connected with
their subject teachers and received course material in as close to a
“normal” fashion as possible, whether they were logging in from their
homes or the designated School Hubs that operated for vulnerable
children and the children of key workers.

After a well-deserved break, pupils returned to full schools again in
August, and while the second half of the year did see some temporary
school closures and changing restrictions based on local COVID
numbers, pupils were able to continue learning and enjoy some
traditional extracurricular activities.
The return in October of in-person competitions for the Royal
National Mod in Inverness was welcomed by everyone, with pupils
from The Nicolson Institute, Sir E Scott School, and Sgoil Lionacleit
all taking home prizes over the two days of youth competitions at
Eden Court.

Primary Schools each took different approaches, from emails to
videos and Teams lessons. Laxdale Primary School Teacher Stephen
Campbell got creative during the lockdown and instead of sending
work to his P5-6 class via email, he began each school day with a
“good morning” video he recorded and uploaded to YouTube daily.
“My video would explain the tasks and give any information for the
day. I wanted to keep the ‘live’ aspect of the day, to make them feel as
if I was talking to them that day. I was keen not to miss birthdays, and
it just made them feel a wee bit connected to the class every day,”
he said in March.
Gaelic Medium Education teachers also worked hard to
ensure their pupils in the immersion phase (from nursery through
early primary) were listening and speaking in Gaelic on a daily
basis, whether through live VScene videos or phone calls with
teachers. Some teachers recorded lessons for pupils to watch
in the mornings, then connected with them in the afternoon for
conversations, while other schools with smaller school rolls were
phoning their pupils at home.
e-Sgoil, the Comharle’s remote learning service, offered
“Lockdown Live” online sessions during the spring restrictions,
which included “Gàidhlig Bheó” lessons for Gaelic Medium and
Gaelic Learner pupils from Primary 2 – S6, and schools worked with
a range of Gaelic partner agencies, such as Comunn na Gàidhlig,
Gaelic for Parents, and Storlann to make sure pupils and parents
have access to as many learning resources as possible. “There’s
a mix of things going on, but there’s a big attempt by all staff to
provide as much Gaelic input as possible and to support parents,”
said Trish Macleod, Executive Head Teacher of Rural Lewis Schools,
in the spring. “Schools are providing as much of an immersion
experience as possible with the restrictions they have, and Gaelic
bubbles are being maintained within school hubs.”
It wasn’t until early April, and the start of Term 4, that all pupils,
from primary to secondary, were back in the classroom for the first

November saw the annual fundraising activities for Children in
Need – from a fun run in Stornoway Primary to a pyjama day at Sgoil
Balivanich – as well as lots of interactive lessons linked to the COP26
Climate Conference in Glasgow. And although for a second year
running parents or visitors couldn’t attend any traditional end-of-year
events in December, pupils and teachers still enjoyed some festive
fun, whether it was pupils in Barra taking part in the charity “Santa
Dash” fun run across the Traigh Mòr, or The Nicolson Institute staff
decorating their classroom doors for Christmas and the pupils sharing
carols and seasonal Gaelic poems via YouTube.
Sgoil an Rubha learning about climate change and COP26

time in 2021. While social bubbles, distancing between staff, the use
of masks for certain age groups, and strict hygiene controls were all
still in place until the summer holidays, extracurricular activities did
return to island schools, albeit in slightly different forms to “normal.”
When the Western Isles moved to Tier 1 of Covid restrictions on
17th May and Tier 0 on 5th June, it opened up the possibilities for
school pupils to finally get involved in the sports, music, and outdoor
activities they had been missing out on since pandemic rules first
came into force in March 2020.
Sports Days and Sports Weeks took place up and down the islands
in June, while some schools even got out and about on school
trips. At Sgoil Balivanich, primary pupils went rock pooling and
made s’mores by toasting marshmallows at a campfire; at Castlebay
Community School there were boat trips, pony trekking, and even
a beach barbeque; and pupils from Sir E Scott School and Bernera

As the term came to end last month, Head of Education (North
Area) Donald Macleod wished staff a Merry Christmas via Twitter.
“Thank you for all your continuing hard work and commitment
throughout the term and 2021 as a whole. You’ve all been brilliant!”
And the Education Department also closed out the school year
with a message to families and schools throughout the islands.
“As 2021 draws to a close and we reflect on another challenging
and difficult year for our community, we would like to express our
thanks to all children, parents, carers and families across the Western
Isles for your support and understanding as we all worked to keep
schools operating as safely as possible. We are mindful of the impact
COVID-19 has had on many of our children and families this year,
with local cases this term being higher than at any other time in the
pandemic.”
“Finally, on behalf of all our school staff and the whole team at the
Education, Skills and Children’s Services Department, we would like
to wish you all a restful holiday and provide our very best wishes for
the festive season and the new year ahead.”

06/01/22 - 02/02/22

www.hebevents.com

EVENTS SECTION ONE - Page 21

Building our communities

Hill Skills, Scaladale Young Leaders, Jan 2021

Harris pupils doing their ‘M’ Check

P6 & P7 Leaders in Daliburgh School

Sporting chances taken as curbs changed
I

By Katie Macleod

n 2021, with many sporting activities limited due to
restrictions on indoor gatherings, schools and sports groups
throughout the Western Isles often had to move their activities
outside.
“Like so many others over the past 18 months, the team has had to
adapt how they work and constantly assess with partners how best
they could support their communities and help people stay active,”
says Iain GG Campbell, Sports Development Services Manager at
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar.
Despite restrictions, school pupils were able to get active in many
different ways, from taking their learning outdoors to improving their
cycling skills and getting out on day trips.
In 2020, the Western Isles was the only region in the UK to run
Duke of Edinburgh Award expeditions, and in 2021 the awards
continued, with a total of 11 groups completed Bronze Expeditions,
six groups completed Silver Expeditions, and one group completed
their Gold Expedition.
The Sport and Health team also helped deliver Bikeability training
(previously known as Cycling Proficiency lessons) to Primary 6 and
7 pupils, including those who had missed out the year before. One
of the teachers involved in delivering the training, Anneline Ingram,
even won Instructor of the Year in recognition of her efforts to place
cycling and outdoor activities at the heart of the school year, first in
Bernera and now in Uig School.
Outdoor learning in general was more popular than ever: not
only did restrictions on indoor activity mean outdoor learning and
activities were needed, but schools throughout the islands began

Isi teaching lead climbing MCI Assess Sept 2021

developing their playgrounds to facilitate quality outdoor learning
and creative play.
“Our coordinators have been helping teachers with ideas to get
pupils active outdoors,” explains Iain, adding that the team’s two
Outdoor Learning Managers, Isi and Tim, worked with pupils from
nursery all the way through to the senior years. This was especially
evident at Sgoil Dhalabroig in South Uist, where outdoor learning
has become a core part of the curriculum, with a recent HMIE school
inspection recognising it as an example of how outdoor learning
should be integrated into schools.
Outdoor fun continued into the summer holidays with the “Get
Into Summer” clubs run as a partnership between the Education,
Community Learning and Development, and Sport and Health
departments to provide fun activities for children experiencing
continued disadvantages and who had been particularly adversely
affected by the pandemic.
£20 million was distributed by the Scottish Government to local
authorities across Scotland to create opportunities for the children
most affected by the pandemic to socialise, play, and reconnect
with their friends and peers, and in the Western Isles, the extra
£78,000 in funding was used to increase capacity for the Summer
Activity and Motiv8 clubs. The Sports Development Team received
a further £23,800 from the government through sportscotland
towards providing additional activities in island communities and
in the hubs, which largely went towards hiring relief coaches and
assistant coaches and purchasing equipment to increase the range of
activities available in all areas. “The programme was a great success
and provided communities throughout the Outer Hebrides with a
wide range of opportunities to have fun and get active,” says Iain.

Outside of school sports, the Sport and Heath team helped
community and club sports teams at all ages return to sport as
guidelines and pandemic restrictions changed. “Every sport was
different, so it was a case of assisting them with what they were
allowed to do, and the risk assessments were there to help them,”
explains Iain. “Looking forward to 2022, the hope is that more
clubs can get back to some kind of normality and start going to the
mainland and competing again at higher levels.”
Despite uncertainty and changing rules, there was plenty of
success for island sports stars at the regional and national levels last
year, too. A number of young footballers, all supported through the
Comhairle’s Performance Development Programme, continued to
progress in premiership football clubs, including Celtic, Rangers,
Ross County, and the Scotland team.
And in other sports, islander Abbie Stewart became the Under 15
Girls North of Scotland Cross-Country Champion; Amie Ringstead
was selected for the North Region Basketball Squad and Scotland
Under-17 trials; Kara Hanlon won gold in the 50m and 100m
breaststroke at the Scottish Winter Short Course Meet for swimming;
and Christina Mackenzie became the first female cyclist to complete
the 839-mile route from Land’s End to John O’ Groats in in under 52
hours, raising more than £13,000 for Alzheimer Scotland.
Looking ahead to island sport in 2022, Iain notes that the team
will “keep reacting, and supporting schools and teams in person and
virtually in any way we can. Understandably, caution remains in and
around our schools, but our team have been providing what support
they can to help schools make the most of outdoor spaces. Hopefully
we will see the return of afterschool clubs and sports festival events
with further easing in the not-too distant future.”

Family Picnic & Play, Castlebay July 2021
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PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR DECEMBER 2021
The following planning applications are pending consideration by Comhairle nan Eilean Siar.
All information and accompanying documents are publicly available on the CnES website.

ISLE OF LEWIS
Erect a house and garage
Planning permission is being sought to erect a house and garage
at 46B Coll. The applicant, Mr Garry Low, of Bell Place, Forfar,
wishes to build a three-bedroomed house and detached garage on
a decrofted housing plot.

Extend industrial unit
Holm Appliance Repairs Ltd. have submitted a planning
application to extend their premises at 1 Rigs Road, Stornoway.
Applicant, Mr Donald Smith, of Holm Road, Stornoway, wishes to
expand the existing building by adding a bulky goods storage area
at the rear.

Erect extensions and air source heat pump
An application has been submitted to build front and rear
extensions to a property at 28 Eoropie, Ness. The works proposed
by the applicant, Mr Ian Graham, of the same address, also include
installing an air source heat pump.

Stornoway Airport development
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar has approved planned works to
improve security at the Stornoway Airport terminal.
Highlands and Islands Airports Ltd. will replace the current
VCP and mail shed with a combined facility including vehicle
search areas, X-ray facilities, and contactless screening of staff and
passengers when required.

Erect a house
The former school site at 14 Mangersta is the proposed location
to build a single-storey house. An application for planning consent
has been submitted by Louise Scullion and Matthew Dalziel of
Norrie Street, Broughty Ferry, Dundee.
The applicants previously demolished and re-developed the
abandoned Mission Hall at Mangersta, opposite 14 Mangersta and
is now known as Hona.

Erect a house
Mr Ronald Maclean of Tong Farm has applied for planning
consent to build a house at 27 Tong Road. The 1050 square metre
site is described in the application as farmland.

Site camping pods
Planning consent is sought to
amenity building at 9 Kirkibost,
Newton Harcourt, Leicester, the
permission to create new access
drainage system.

site two camping pods and an
Bernera. Mrs Jenny Wilson of
applicant, is also applying for
and install a private foul water

Footpath and Wildlife Observatory
Sandwick Community Council has lodged plans with the
Comhairle for development work at the Iolaire Memorial car park.
The community council are seeking permission to build a 1.5-metre
wide footpath from the end of the Lower Sandwick public road to
the memorial’s car park. The path is to include two benches and an
octagonal wildlife observatory shelter.

Site a glamping pod
Planning consent is being sought to site a glamping pod at 12
Guershader. The pod is to be sited at the front of the property and
primarily used for holiday lets, according to the applicant, Mr Paul
Matheson, of the same address.

Erect a house
A detached dwelling house is being planned for 3C Sheshader,
Point by Mr Innes Montgomery, of Beaufort Road, Inverness. He is
seeking planning consent to build on the bare land croft and create
an access.

Erect agricultural building
Planning consent is being sought for the erection of an
agricultural building and access at 26 Coll. The applicant, Mrs
Kathleen Ferguson, of 15 Gress, plans to build a 13 m x 9 m steel
frame building.

Front extension

According to the accompanying design statement, the new build
dwelling is to become the applicants’ permanent home as they
propose to relocate to Mangersta.

Plans for an extension at the front of an existing property have
been submitted to the Comhairle for approval. Melissa Read of 2
Lower Sandwick is seeking permission for a two-storey extension.

Demolish a house

Parking spaces

Planning consent is being sought to demolish a house at 52
Lower Barvas.

Stornoway Bowling Club has submitted a planning permission
application to add an additional nine car parking spaces at their
clubhouse at Bayhead.

The applicant, Mr Finlay Murray, of the same address, states that
the property was built in the 1950s and has been unoccupied since
the mid-1990s. He says that the property is no longer structurally
sound due to considerable cracking in the walls, significant damp
and rotten carpentry and floorboards throughout.

Floating paths
Point Community Council has submitted a planning permission
application to build a floating path to a Neolithic chambered cairn
on Flesherin Common Grazings.
They propose constructing a 310-metre path forking off from an
existing access track. The 2.5 metre wide floating path involves no
peat extraction and will stop 20 metres from the archaeological
remains.
The application is one of two floating paths proposed by the
community council. The other is a 430-metre path to link existing
grazings track with the wreck of the Wyre Law at Flesherin.

Agricultural track
In a third planning permission application, Point Community
Council seeks permission to construct an agricultural track. The
proposed 440-metre track will link the existing access tracks at
Shulishader and Flesherin.

Erect a polycrub
Airidhantuim Community Council has submitted a planning
permission application to erect a 12 m x 4 m polycrub at the Clan
MacQuarrie Community Centre in Borve.

Erect an agricultural building
An application has been received regarding the erection of an
agricultural building at 19 North Bragar. The application is pending
consideration and follows an earlier grant of planning permission
with conditions.

Demolish a house
Planning consent is being sought to demolish a house at 4
Swordale, Point.
The applicant, Mr Hector Macdonald, of 27 Swordale, states
in the application that the house dates back to 1919 and has lain
unoccupied since 2009. As a result, the property has fallen into
disrepair and would be costly and difficult to make habitable.

Erect a house
The construction of a house and installing an air source heat
pump at 12A Garrabost are the subjects of a planning permission
application.
The applicant, Mrs Sarah Macleod, of 13 Macleod Road,
Stornoway, wishes to build a single-storey four-bedroom home on a
2205 square metre plot.

Planning permission renewal
An application for renewal of planning permission is being
sought for the siting of a 6m x 2.4 metre container at Callicvol Park,
Ness.
The applicant, RSPB Scotland, is seeking permission for a further

five years. The storage container has been in place since Spring
2017 following the granting of temporary planning permission on
14 Feb 2017.
Installation of a dosing kiosk, safety shower, and associated
apparatus
Scottish Water is seeking planning permission to install a dosing
kiosk, safety shower, and associated apparatus at its Wastewater
Treatment Works at Holm Point.
The proposed works, say Scottish Water, aim to improve dosing
control, site safety for operators, and cost savings.
The upgrade will take place within the existing site boundaries.

Redevelopment
NATS, the radar station operator at Plasterfield, Stornoway, has
applied to redevelop surplus land for housing at the site.
The air traffic control body wishes to redevelop 1.7 ha of ground
adjoining the radar station. The proposal is to use two plots for
housing, one at the front and a second wrapping around the radar
station.

ISLE OF HARRIS
Erect a new dwelling house
A new build is on the cards if Comhairle nan Eilean Siar
greenlights an application for a house at 1 Seilebost. The application
from Mr Ruaraidh MacLennan also includes permission to upgrade
the access and associated services at the 0.15-hectare site. Consent
is being sought to erect a one-storey four-bedroom home.

Erect an agricultural building
Seilebost and Horgabost Common Grazing Committee have
submitted a prior notification of their plans to erect an agricultural
building. They plan to erect a 31 metre by 16 metre building on
Horgabost common grazing for agricultural storage and livestock.
The site is near an existing sheep fank.

Mast upgrade work
Planning permission is being sought for upgrade work to the
telecoms mast on the hill above Grimsdale, Leverburgh.
The upgrade work to extend 5G network coverage entails
swapping the existing antennas for new models, a new support
frame, and mast equipment upgrades. The application has been
submitted by CK Hutchison Networks (UK) Ltd. of Station Road,
Reading. They operate the 3 mobile phone carrier.

Erect a house
Planning consent is being sought to build on Plot 2 at 6 Maraig by
Andrew and Renee Dodd, of King’s Road, Henley-on-Thames. They
plan to build a 1.5 storey, three-bedroom home with an integrated
garage and a detached one-bedroom annexe. Installation of an air
source heat pump is also included on the site, which extends to
1389 square metres.

Erect garage
Mr Andrew Gennery, of Dalwood, Hexham, has applied to the
Comhairle for planning permission to erect a garage at 3 Bedersaig.
It is planned to erect the 99 square metre garage on a plot of land
on the opposite side of the road from the property.

ISLE OF NORTH UIST
Change of roofing material
The Comhairle has received a planning application to use reed
instead of marram grass as roofing material in the construction of a
thatched cottage.
The new building, in the footprint of the former Angmar Cottage,
Malaclate, Sollas, received planning consent in February 2020, and
building work has commenced on site.
However, the applicant, Dr Donald Macaulay, of Braid Avenue,
Edinburgh, now wishes to use reed for the roof due to the
unavailability of marram grass. As this is considered a material
change, a new planning application has been submitted due to the
cottage’s proximity to a Grade A listed Struan Cottage.
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Telecoms upgrade

Erect a house

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar has received notification of planned
upgrading work at the Clettraval telecommunications site at
Tigharry.

Planning permission is being sought to erect a new dwelling at
Ceol Culla, Nunton.

Cornerstone Telecommunications Infrastructure Ltd. is planning
permitted development at the site. They are to remove six antennas
and a cabinet and replace them with three antennas, two cabinets
and other updated equipment.

The applicant, Mr Iain MacSween, wishes to build a two-storey
three-bedroom house on a 2150 square metre plot.

ISLE OF SOUTH UIST
Change of plans

Erect house resubmission
A revised planning application has been submitted after changes
to the proposed location of a house within a plot of land at 36
Borve, Berneray.
The applicants, Richard and Jane Brown, ℅ HAUS, The Green
House, Inverness, wish to build a three-bedroom two storey home
with a detached garage on a 3994 square metre site.

ISLE OF BENBECULA

Planning consent is sought to make a material external change
to a previously consented dwelling at 52A Balgarva, Eochar.
The applicant is Mrs Angela Campbell, who was given planning
permission to build the 563 square metre site in December 2019.
The change concerns a new septic tank setup.

Change of use to community shop
South Uist could be on the way to getting a new community
shop if planning consent is approved to change the use of a shed
into retail premises.

Change of use
The former Balivanich Primary School could be set for a new
lease of life if planning consent is approved to convert the building
into four commercial and retail units.
The applicant, Mr Jonathan Murray, of Sand Street, Stornoway,
is seeking permission to make internal alterations to the school
building and site five self-storage shipping containers for let.

Erect agricultural shed
Mr David Adey of Shell Bay House, Liniclate, has submitted a
planning application to erect an agricultural shed at his address.
The shed is to be located at the rear of the property and requires
the construction of an access.

Airport developments
Highlands and Islands Airports Ltd. has applied to the Comhairle
for planning permission to construct a new walkway and install 12
street lights at Balivanich Airport.
The lit walkway will run southwest from the terminal building
towards the B892 Junction at the end of Airport Road. The
current footpath will be removed and replaced with a new longer
Tarmacadam walkway.

The applicant, Ms Maria Farthing, wants to convert an existing
shed at her home, Glebe Cottage, Daliburgh, into a small shop
selling zero waste and eco-friendly cleaning products, toiletries,
homeware, gifts and craft products. It is planned that the shop will
act as a refilling point that promotes closed circuit recycling and
have a click and collect capability.
There will also be a bike rack and parking for two or three
vehicles.

Site a chalet
Mr Donald Mackenzie seeks planning consent to site a chalet on
his property at 444 Lasgair, Lochboisdale.

Forestry scheme
Scottish Forestry has invited Comhairle for their comments on
a proposed 1.54-hectare woodland scheme at Millcroft, which is
under consideration for grant support by the forestry body.
The proposed site is south of Loch na Muilne in Mingarry and is
to be planted with a mix of Downy birch, Alder, and Grey and Eared
Willow. The planting area is a flat area within a damp hollow that
will require drainage works before the crofter can begin planting. In
addition, deer fencing is to be installed to protect the site.
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ISLE OF BARRA
Erect dosing works
Scottish Water has submitted plans to the Comhairle for the
erection of a dosing building beside the existing water treatment
plant at Northbay.

Erect a house
A new house is on the cards at 183B Balnabodach, Northbay, if
the Comhairle grants planning permission. The applicant, Mr David
Carmichael, of 183A Balnabodach, Northbay, wishes to build a one
storey one-bedroom house on a 1482 square metre site.

Installation of roadside safety barriers
Scottish Water has submitted two planning applications to erect
roadside safety barriers on land to the southwest and southeast of
their water treatment plant in Northbay.

Coast protection
Agents for Highlands and Islands Airports Ltd. have informed the
Comhairle of their plans to apply for a marine licence to carry out
coast protection works at Barra Airport.
The notification concerns a plan to install rock armour on the
runway river at the airport and whether an Environmental Impact
Assessment is required.
In their screening request, HIAL’s agents explain that the river runs
adjacent to one of the airport’s runways. It is turned 90 degrees by a
stone and sediment bank to run parallel to a road and then out to sea.
Until now, the bank has been maintained by dredging and
strengthened using sandbags, cement bags, and loose rock. But the
bank suffers from damage and wash out from tidal action.
Comments the screening request document: “The river would
naturally flow across the shore over one the airport’s runways and so
breaches to the riverbank result in water flowing across the runway
and taking it out of service. While there has been some success
in building up a riverbank, the current solution results in repeated
maintenance, with dredging being required approximately six to
eight times per year.”
The proposed works are to install 990 square metres of rock
armour geotextile along a 300 metre stretch of the riverbank.
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£3.1m bridge gets a proper welcome from Bernera

A

crowd of around 100 people gathered - in a socially
distanced way and in a considerable wind - for the official
opening of the new £3.1m Bernera Bridge on Wednesday
December 15.
The tape-cutting was performed by Bernera resident Catherine
Macaulay, the widow of former Comhairle nan Eilean Siar Convener,
Rev Donald Macaulay.
The original Bernera Bridge, opened in 1953 when crowds of
more than 2000 people gathered for the first ‘Bridge Across The
Atlantic’, has been closed to vehicles over 7.5 tonnes since August
2020 when an engineering inspection found that its condition was
deteriorating.
The replacement steel-trussed bridge structure was provided by
Mabey Bridge and sits on concrete abutments which are part of civil
engineering works undertaken by Breedon Hebrides.
Representatives of the contractors and some of the workers were
present at the event - and they were praised for their efforts by the
present Comhairle Convener Norman A Macdonald who spoke of
the challenges that had been overcome in relation to the soaring cost
of material, in particular over recent months.
Funding for the new bridge came from the Comhairle with a
major contribution from the Scottish Government’s Local Bridge
Maintenance Fund.

Convener Macdonald said: “It is very satisfying to see this new
infrastructure being formally opened.
“The Comhairle thanks the residents of Bernera for their patience,
and all those who helped to maintain essential services to the Island
during the period of restricted access.
“Thanks are also due to the Comhairle team who helped bring
this about and to the Scottish Government for their assistance with
funding.”
The Comhairle won the highest allocation to any individual
authority, with six successful applications amounting to £6.66
million made to the special fund. This included £2.62m towards
the £3.1m cost of replacing the bridge to Bernera, funds which had
arrived just in time for the opening day, the convener said. He paid
personal tribute to Scottish Government Finance Secretary Kate
Forbes for her commitment to the project.
The other successful applications will enable essential works to
be undertaken at Calbost, Maaruig, Scalpay Bridge, North Ford and
Loch an Obe.
SNP MSP for Na h-Eileanan an Iar, Alasdair Allan, attended the
official opening of the new Bernera Bridge.
Despite additional celebration events being cancelled due to the
current Covid-19 situation, there was an excellent local turnout at

the bridge’s opening ceremony, he stated.
In February this year, Allan strongly campaigned for funding
to urgently be allocated to allow for a replacement bridge to be
constructed between the island of Bernera and the rest of Lewis.
Cabinet Secretary for Finance and the Economy, Kate Forbes,
confirmed in her February Budget update that an additional £32
million would be provided for local bridges maintenance, which
would help rebuild and maintain key lifeline bridges such as the
Great Bernera bridge.
Work began in March after serious structural defects were
discovered in August 2020, leading to an immediate 7.5 tonne
weight limit being introduced on the original bridge.
Commenting after the bridge’s opening ceremony, Allan said: “I
am delighted that the Bernera Bridge replacement has now been
completed and is open for public use. Funding for infrastructure
projects such as this is incredibly important for our island
communities, and I am glad that the Scottish Government were able
to provide the necessary support for the Bernera Bridge replacement
as well as many other lifeline bridges across Scotland.
“I would like to congratulate the Comhairle, the contractors
and engineers for their tireless work on this project to bring it to
completion, and I would also like to thank local residents and
businesses for their patience during this period of disruption.”
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Isles top fuel poverty list
T

By Annie Delin

he Western Isles is top in Scotland for its levels of fuel
poverty, according to a new mapping exercise by fuel
poverty charity Energy Action Scotland (EAS).
The map, created by EAS from data published by the Scottish
Government house condition survey in 2019, and local authority
analysis published in December 2020, shows the Western Isles as
the most fuel-poor local authority area in Scotland, with a figure of
40% of households in fuel poverty.
The percentage compares to Highland, second in the chart at 33%
and to the other Scottish island groups, Shetland and Orkney, with 31%.
The national average for the whole of Scotland stands at 24%, with
lowest figures in the central belt. East Renfrewshire shows just 13%
of households in fuel poverty.

Big expansion
at Seallam!

In a Tweet on Thursday 30 December, EAS said: “We mapped out
the fuel poverty figures to highlight the disparity across Scotland.
The UK Government needs to act to support fuel poor households.”
On Facebook the charity also said: “Fuel poverty isn’t just poverty.
The disparity across Scotland isn’t simply explained by that.
“From over 40% in the Western Isles to 13% in East Renfrewshire,
all (the figures are) higher than the averages for England.

N

“It’s tough out there for far too many. The UK Government should
cut VAT to zero and redistribute its current energy VAT windfall to
those that need help the most.

orthton Heritage Trust ended the difficult year of 2021 on
a high, with news on Tuesday 21 December that the project
has been awarded £239,000 from the Scottish Land Fund.

“The Scottish Government needs to increase investment to help
people transform their homes (and) make them fit for the 21st century.

The money will be used to purchase the Old School House and
three areas of land in Northton, allowing the group to extend the
Seallam! visitor centre and car park.

“We are a wealthy nation. People should not die because of fuel
poverty – there simply shouldn’t be fuel poverty.”
Frazer Scott, chief executive of EAS, said: “It is maybe not surprising
to most people that the Western Isles is the most fuel-poor part of the
country, given the inclement weather conditions, dependence on
electric heating and low levels of energy efficiency - but the extent of
the problem is alarming.
“The fact that two in every five households cannot afford to heat
their home is something that needs to be addressed urgently.”
In October, the Scottish Government announced funding to help
people struggling financially during the winter as part of a new £41
million support package.
The Winter Support Fund is intended to help those on low incomes,
children and people at risk of homelessness against a backdrop of
rising living and fuel costs.
Key elements of the package include £10 million to help people
who are struggling to pay fuel bills, with social justice secretary
Shona Robison saying on 29 October: “We know that many families
are struggling financially due to the increased costs they are facing
right now. This package of measure aims to ease some of that strain
by providing direct support to people.”
“The Scottish Government has invested £2.5 billion to support
low income households in 2020-21, with around £1 billion focused
on supporting children as a cornerstone of our national mission to
tackle child poverty and homelessness.
Support for those struggling with fuel bills includes access to fuel
top-up vouchers, advice to manage fuel debt and support for those
in remote and rural areas. The funding comes from consequentials of
the UK Government’s £500 million Household Support Fund.

By Annie Delin

The fuel poverty mapping created by Energy Action Scotland.

“This may apply where a household pays in advance for energy –
such as pre-payment meter users and those reliant on physical fuel
deliveries, e.g. oil and LPG users.
“Consideration should also be given to households who are at risk
of self-rationing their energy due to financial hardship, i.e. limiting
energy use to less than is required to meet their needs in an effort
to save money or prevent unmanageable debt. This may apply
regardless of fuel type or payment method.
“Local authorities may want to consider working with third sector
partners who can provide prepayment meter top-ups, assistance with
fuel deliveries, financial support with bills or energy debt, as well as
advice on energy debt and how to reduce energy bills.
“£10 million of the Winter Support Fund has been allocated to
organisations with a focus on tackling fuel poverty.”
Meanwhile all regulated energy suppliers are required by Ofgem
to take a more accommodating approach to credit for consumers
who are unable to pay energy bills and to identify pre-payment meter
customers who are self-disconnecting and offer short-term support.
A winter fuel payment is automatically made to people who are
eligible because they claim certain benefits. More information on
that is available here https://www.gov.uk/winter-fuel-payment

In November, the Scottish Government issued guidance to local
authorities on how to deploy emergency funding for fuel.

Energy Action Scotland has been campaigning through December
to support people at risk of harm through fuel poverty, and have
launched a fundraising campaign at https://www.justgiving.com/
crowdfunding/essentialwarmth to provide essential warmth items
like duvets, flasks and hot water bottles to people at risk from the
cold.

At that time (11 November) they said: “Local authorities may want
to consider providing financial assistance to households at risk of
self-disconnecting due to financial hardship, i.e. when a household
stops using gas/electricity/energy entirely due to affordability.

They’ve also negotiated a deal with bedding manufacturers
Silentnight to provide duvets at affordable prices, and have issued
advice on how to keep warm and well in print and online form at
https://www.eas.org.uk

The trust will also develop a new educational centre, with
accommodation on offer for researchers studying the genealogical
records that are held at the site.
The Scottish Land Fund is a partnership between the National
Lottery Community Fund and Highlands and Islands Enterprise (HIE)
and the money is part of £2,754,897 announced for projects across
Scotland.
Rebecca Hutton, who chairs the Northton Heritage Trust, said:
“The board are absolutely delighted to be receiving this funding
which we feel is a real turning point in the future of this project.
“Whilst Seallam! is already a world class visitor centre, it is vitally
important that we consolidate, expand and improve on what we
have to offer and part of that is protecting and promoting the Lawson
legacy which this will enable us to do.
“We are extremely grateful for the support from the Scottish Land
Fund, HIE and our advisors and this brings us considerably closer to
achieving our goals.”
Minister for environment and land reform Mairi McAllan, said:
“Thanks to this fund, communities all across Scotland are taking
ownership of the land and buildings that matter to them.
“These grants are a vote of confidence in the future of communities,
and the projects they undertake. They are also a tribute to the hard
work and resilience of the many people who have given up their
time for the common good.”
Sandra Holmes, head of community assets at HIE, said: “These
projects are fantastic examples of people taking control of local
resources for the long-term benefit of communities.
“By purchasing the old school house, Northton Heritage Trust
will be able to extend its visitor centre and develop an educational
centre. Ownership will give communities greater control over
important assets that will reap rewards for people now and for
generations to come.”

Opera tour for island halls
T

By Annie Delin

hree venues in the Western Isles are on the schedule for
Scottish Opera, as they begin their new tour of Opera
Highlights shows on 8 February 2022.
Tickets are on sale now for the vaudeville-inspired show, featuring
the hits and lesser-known gems of the repertoire.
Classics like La Bohème, Faust and Die Fledermaus are mixed in
one fast-paced, heartfelt show, with an original story celebrating the
grit and glamour of old-fashioned vaudeville.
Showcasing the talents of a cut-down cast – just four singers and a
pianist – the bright and brilliant new show comes from director John
Savournin and will visit the Isle of Harris, North Uist and Barra next spring.
The singers are Scottish soprano Monica McGhee, emerging artists
Margo Arsane (mezzo soprano) and Shengzhi Ren (tenor) and baritone
Dan Shelvey. Margo and Shengzhi were originally scheduled to take
part in a tour last year, before it was cancelled because of the pandemic.
Mark Sandon joins the singers as pianist and music director.

The Edwardian-inspired production, designed by Janis Hart, is an
opportunity to hear a whole range of music in just one evening. The
production also features the world premiere of a new piece by Scottish
composer Lucie Treacher. The quartet, entitled To the Lighthouse,
weaves together scenes from the 1927 novel by Virginia Woolf.
John Savournin said: “There is a such a rich variety of repertoire
in this season’s Opera Highlights and I’m so excited to create a fun,
visual world full of performance magic.”
The venues are all community halls – Tarbert Community Centre
on Tuesday 22 February; Carinish Village Hall on Thursday 24
February; and Castlebay Hall on Saturday 26 February – and will be
relaxed, dementia-friendly and fully accessible.
Tickets are affordably-priced at £15, or £5 for young opera-lovers
(under 26 years old).
Opera Highlights is supported by the Friends of Scottish Opera
and JTH Charitable Trust and tickets are now on sale at www.
scottishopera.org.uk.

Mezzo soprano Margo Arsane and the
Opera Highlights playbill (Scottish Opera).
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Hip Fracture Care award
W

estern Isles Hospital has been presented with a Hip
Fracture Care Award for Most Improved Hospital in
Scotland against the Hip Fracture Standards of Care.

Christmas baby and
a marriage proposal
I

t was a first in the Maternity Ward in Western Isles Hospital
in Stornoway, when a Christmas Eve baby was followed by a
very special marriage proposal for the new mum!
Christmas Eve baby, Leo, was born at 10pm on Christmas Eve
(weighing 6lb 1oz) to delighted parents, Annice Macleod and
Connor Maciver from Stornoway.
And baby Leo had a very important job on Christmas Day: to
help his daddy propose to his mummy!
So there were double celebrations in the Maternity Ward, much
excitement and a wonderful way to celebrate Christmas.
Annice and Connor are pictured shortly after getting engaged,
with their beautiful bundle of joy, Leo (Leo’s vest says: ‘Mummy,
will you marry Daddy?’)
Huge congratulations to this special couple for their double
celebrations.

Hip Fracture patients are amongst the frailest and most vulnerable
of all emergency hospital admissions.
By adhering to best practice standards of care, the quality of life
of those patients can be significantly improved.
The Scottish Hip Fracture Audit measures performance of
hospitals against a set of published standards with the aim of
providing the best possible outcomes to patients.
At the 2021 (online) Annual Scottish National Hip Fracture
Conference, the team at Western Isles Hospital was delighted to
win the award for Most Improved Hospital in Scotland against the
Hip Fracture Standards of Care.
Improvements in the past year have focussed on several key
measures, including reducing the time from admission to surgical
repair of a fracture; providing a comprehensive geriatric assessment
within 3 days of admission to hospital; reducing patients’ length
of stay in hospital; and introducing bone health assessments for
hospital inpatients.

Time from Admission to
Surgical Repair of Fracture
Evidence shows poorer outcomes for patients where there are
delays between admission to hospital and fracture fixation. Repairing
hip fractures early reduces the pain and suffering of patients and gets
them mobilising as quickly as possible, which in turn reduces the
risk of complications such as infections and blood clots. The majority
of Western Isles Hospital patients now have surgical fixation of hip
fracture within the target time of 36 hours from admission.

Comprehensive Geriatric
Assessment
Patients with hip fractures tend to be elderly and frequently have
multiple long term health conditions at the time of injury. They are
also frail with an increased risk of falling. Comprehensive Geriatric
Assessment facilitates high-quality care by taking account of all coexisting conditions of patients and the complexity of medications
they may be taking. In Western Isles Hospital, our Consultant
Physicians have now taken on the role of providing comprehensive
geriatric assessment within 3 days of admission to hospital.

Total Length of Hospital Stay
Patients tell us that above all else they want to be able to leave
hospital and to be at home in their own surroundings and with their
families. We endeavour to achieve this for our patients, firstly by
repairing their fracture and mobilising them quickly, but also by
providing care for the transition from hospital to home. We have
reduced the total length of hospital stay for most of our hip fracture
patients with the help of our START team who provide short term
rehabilitation input with our patients for several weeks after returning
home and our Hospital at Home team who provide medication
input, dressings changes and medical review as necessary in
patients’ own homes.

Bone Health assessments
Hip fractures are fragility fractures often caused by underlying low
bone mineral density or osteoporosis. Evidence shows that the risk
of further fracture is dramatically increased following a hip fracture
with more than doubling of risk of a second hip fracture. Since the
Western Isles Fracture Liaison Service commenced in late 2019, all
of our hip fracture patients have a bone health assessment during
their orthopaedic hospital stay and treatment where appropriate to
reduce the risk of further fractures.
Hip fracture care involves a huge number of healthcare staff
across a wide range of different specialties, and achievement of the
standards of care relies on all of them.
Orthopaedic Surgeons and Anaesthetists provide surgical
management and pain control whilst Physicians take care of complex
medical issues. Nursing teams from the Emergency Department,
Wards and Theatres provide ongoing care that is tailored to patient
needs at every stage of their journey. Radiographers provide imaging
in the diagnosis, repair and post-operative checking of fractures.
Physiotherapists work on patient mobility from the earliest post
operative opportunity, whilst Occupational Therapists help patients
to regain independence with activities of daily living. Nutritional
support is provided by Dieticians, and Dentists visit the patients
in hospital to ensure that their teeth and gums are healthy, both to
aid nutrition and to reduce risks of some medications. Pharmacists
manage complex medication requirements of frail patients, whilst
the Laboratory staff run diagnostic and monitoring tests. Supported
discharge from hospital is reliant on General Practice staff, Reenablement workers and often Social Care staff.
NHS Western Isles Chief Executive, Gordon Jamieson, said: “NHS
Western Isles staff should be proud of their achievement in winning
this award, especially against the backdrop of the most challenging
two years for healthcare services.
“This is a huge team effort and an outstanding achievement for
all involved, which most importantly demonstrates a significantly
improved and high quality service for our patients.”
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Mental health service launched
K

ooth, the UK’s leading digital mental health
platform, has been commissioned by NHS
Western Isles to provide children and young
people, aged between 11 and 25 with mental
health support.

Young people can sign up confidentially at
kooth.com by selecting ‘Na h-Eileanan siar’ and
setting up a personal account.
This supports NHS Western Isles Child and
Adolescent Mental health services (CAMHs) by
addressing mental health and wellbeing needs
before it needs to be escalated to statutory services.

associated with getting mental health support.
She added: “We encourage young people in the
Outer Hebrides to make the most of the services
available from the NHS Western Isles. Whether
that’s joining the live discussion forms or reading
through the library of articles or speaking to our
team of qualified counsellors. At Kooth, we are on
hand to support and listen as and when it is needed.”

The aim is to access early intervention for mental
health as soon as it is needed. On Kooth, children
and young people in the Western Isles aged 11-25
will have 24-hour access to self-help materials as
well as goal-setting and mood-tracking tools.
By commissioning Kooth, NHS Western Isles,
in partnership with Comhairle nan Eilean Siar,
is looking to ensure that all children and young
people in the Western isles have safe, confidential
and timely and easy access to digital emotional
wellbeing and early intervention support.

In addition, the intuitive and easy-to-use digital
mental health platform, includes access to one-onone, anonymous counselling sessions with fully
trained and qualified counsellors and emotional
wellbeing practitioners.
These services are available between 12noon
and 10pm on weekdays, and between 6pm until
10pm on weekends, 365 days a year. The service is
available from any desktop, mobile or tablet device.

Once registered, children and young people have
immediate access to the mental health platform there are no waiting lists or thresholds to meet.
Kooth, a British Association for Counselling and
Psychotherapy (BACP) accredited service, offers
users peer-to-peer support via pre-moderated
discussions. As well as, 24/7 access to curated,
and pre-moderated, self-help content, including
a magazine with wellbeing articles, personal
experiences and tips from other young adults and
the Kooth clinical team.

NHS Western Isles CAMHs Manager, Joan Tilley
said: “We are grateful for the commissioning
of this service, given the heightened level of
stress our children, young people and families
are experiencing throughout this challenging
time of the COVID pandemic and the impact of
its subsequent measures on mental health and

wellbeing. Kooth can allow an accessibility to
services which can reassure our young people
help is at hand when it is needed
Chief Clinical Officer at Kooth Plc, Dr Lynne
Green, added: “The COVID-19 pandemic has
had a significant effect on the mental health and
wellbeing of young people, which means that
easily accessible services that can assist children
and young people with their mental health are
needed now more than ever.
“Having access to a platform moderated by
friendly and experienced emotional wellbeing
practitioners can make all the difference to
someone struggling with mental health issues.
Kooth’s anonymous digital setting also helps
break down barriers and unnecessary stigma often

Senior education and children’s services officer,
Mary Clare Ferguson, said: “Comhairle nan
Eilean Siar are committed to supporting children
and young people’s mental health and wellbeing
and were delighted, through the support of NHS
Western Isles, to be able to offer Kooth.com, the
free online counselling and emotional wellbeing
advice and support service providing young people
aged 11-25 years with a safe and secure means of
accessing help online.
Kooth’s four services are:
•Kooth: for children and young persons
•Kooth Student: for university and highereducation students
•Kooth: for Adults
•Kooth Work: for employees

COVID-19 INCUBATION TIMELINE
(up to 14 days)

Day 0

Mairi is
exposed to
COVID-19.

Day 5

Mairi gets tested for COVID-19:
the results come back
negative. Because Mairi is
double vaccinated, she can
leave isolation following her
negative PCR.

Day 4

Mairi learns she
was exposed to
COVID-19 and
self-isolates.

HELP PREVENT THE
SPREAD OF COVID-19

Day 10

Mairi develops
symptoms - is tested
again and tests
positive for COVID-19.

Day 8

Mairi thinks she doesn’t
have COVID-19 because
she tested negative. She
goes to work and to a small
family gathering.
Mairi doesn’t know that she
does have COVID-19 and is
contageous even without
having symptoms. She has
now exposed 11 people.

To book a PCR test: tel. 01851 601151 or email: wi.covid19queries@nhs.scot
Local COVID-19 website: www.coronavirus.wi.nhs.scot

COVID-19 can incubate over 14 days. It’s
important that, even if you tested negative,
if you have been exposed to the virus, you
take sensible precautions to keep others
safe and prevent further spread.
•

Avoid gatherings

•

Work from home if possible

•

Keep wearing your face mask in
public places

•

Keep indoor areas with others well
ventilated

•

Wash your hands and hard surfaces
regularly

•

Keep LFD self-testing whilst
asymptomatic

•

You may not wish to visit vulnerable
people indoors until 14 days after the
exposure

•

If you develop any symptoms at
all, arrange another PCR test and
self-isolate until your test results
are through, and then follow Test &
Protect advice.
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New iPads
to aid virtual
visiting

HS Western Isles has received 20 new iPads
from Health Improvement Scotland (HIS)
to help facilitate virtual visits for patients in
hospital.

Stay at home
and limit
socialising
as much as
possible.

Do a lateral
flow test before
travelling or
mixing with
others indoors
or visiting
busy places.

Make sure
you get fully
vaccinated
– including
getting your
Vaccine Booster.

Do a lateral
flow test
before you
use public
transport.

If meeting
indoors, let
fresh air in
and keep to 3
households.

Work from
home, if
you can.

Wear a face
covering in
most indoor
public places
and on public
transport.

Clean
your hands
regularly.

gov.scot/coronavirus
#WeAreScotland

Restricted indoor visiting arrangements continue
in all hospitals in the Western Isles, to help protect
local hospital services and to prevent the risk of
transmission of COVID-19 to inpatients and staff.
Each iPad has access to our virtual visiting platform
for ease of use which means families can arrange
video calls with loved ones over the festive period.
A virtual visiting appointment can be set up by
contacting the hospital reception on 01851 704704.
In terms of indoor visiting, arrangements are
reviewed regularly and, as a result of the current
risks associated with the high rate of transmission of
the Omicron variant of COVID-19 across Scotland,
NHS Western Isles is to continue indoor visiting
restrictions in all hospitals in the Western Isles until
further notice.
The restrictions apply to Western Isles Hospital
in Stornoway, Uist and Barra Hospital in Benbecula
and St Brendan’s Hospital in Barra.
Hospital Dining Rooms are also closed until
further notice to members of the public (dining
rooms will only be open to NHS staff).
NHS Western Isles staff will take every step to
ensure that alternative visiting options are available
to all inpatients at this time, including virtual
visiting, outdoor visits and window visits (where
appropriate and possible).
The Western Isles NHS Board accepts and
appreciates that this measure is extremely
disappointing for visitors and inpatients.
Visiting will continue to be restricted to Essential
Visits only until further notice. Those who require
Essential Visits are those at End of Life; birth partners;
children; patients with acute mental health issues;
and those with dementia, learning disabilities or
autism. Essential Visitors may visit more than once
a day if required, and there is no restriction on
the number of Essential Visitors for each inpatient,
although they must be immediate family members.
Essential visitors must also pre-book visiting slots.
Essential Visitors are requested to self-test using
Lateral Flow Devices (LFDs) on a daily basis (and
in particular before visiting the hospital) and are
urged to carefully observe safety precautions before
and between visits to protect themselves from the
risks of contracting COVID-19 prior to visits. If
symptomatic, you should not visit the hospital, and
you should arrange a PCR laboratory test (01851
601151) even if you tested negative on an LFD test.
NHS Western Isles Chief Executive, Gordon
Jamieson, said: “This decision has not been taken
lightly and follows both a predicted surge nationally
in cases of COVID-19 and a small number of cases
of COVID-19 identified in Western Isles Hospital,
which has led to restricted admissions in one of our
Medical Wards.
“We appreciate how disappointing these restrictions
will be for members of our community. However,
safety, and being able to deliver services, is imperative
and we must protect our inpatients and staff, as well as
our NHS services in the Western Isles.”
He added: “We do encourage patients to make
use of the option of the virtual visiting service at this
time, and our staff are discussing and considering with
patients and families where either window or outdoor
visits would be an appropriate option for them.”

COVID-19 – PLEASE SELF-ISOLATE AND ARRANGE A TEST IF YOU DEVELOP ANY NEW SYMPTOMS
IF YOU DEVELOP ANY SYMPTOMS OF COVID-19:
• a new and persistent cough
• a high temperature
• a loss of, or change in, your normal sense of taste or smell

You and your entire household should immediately self-isolate and you should request a
test. Even if you have been vaccinated, it is still vital that you follow these steps.

Symptoms as follows have also been common to those who have tested positive for COVID-19 disease.
So, if you develop any of the following, you should also self-isolate and seek advice:
• a tickly or sore throat;
• unexplained fatigue;
• unexplained headache;

• sore bones, muscle or joint pain;
• general flu-like symptoms; or
• gastro-intestinal symptoms

To book a test, contact the local helpline on 01851 601151 or email: wi.covid19queries@nhs.scot
Please visit our local COVID-19 website at www.coronavirus.wi.nhs.scot for further information.
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New books at Western Isles Libraries Extended opening hours for Stornoway Library
FICTION
ARUDPRAGASAM, Anuk

A passage north

BANVILLE, John

April in Spain

General Fiction
Crime

BEATON, M.C.

Down the hatch

Crime

CONNELLY, Michael

The dark hours

Thriller

CORNWELL, Bernard

Sharpe’s assassin: Richard Sharpe and the
occupation of Paris, 1815 Historical Fiction

DOYLE, Roddy

Life without children: stories

FIELDS, Helen

The shadow man

FOLLETT, Ken

Never Thriller

GIFFORD, Elisabeth

A woman made of snow

GOODWIN, Rosie

A simple wish

HILDERBRAND, Elin

Summer of ‘69

JOHNSON, Alan

The last train to Gipsy Hill

Thriller

JOHNSON, Milly

The woman in the middle

General Fiction

KINSELLA, Sophie

The party crasher

General Fiction

LE CARRE, John

Silverview

LOCKWOOD, Patricia

No one is talking about this General Fiction

MAHMOOD, Imran

I know what I saw

MARSTON, Edward

Orders to kill

MCFADDEN, Bernice

Sugar General Fiction

McPHERSON, Catriona

Scot mist

MOHAMED, Nadifa

The fortune men

MOORE, Ian

Death and croissants

MORRIS, Heather

Three sisters

NESBO, Jo

The jealousy man and other stories Short Stories

NESSER, Hakan

The lonely ones

Crime

PERRY, Anne

Three debts paid

Crime

PERRY, Anne

A Christmas legacy

Crime

POWERS, Richard

Bewilderment

RHODES, Kate

Devil’s table

RICHES, Anthony

Vengeance

SAPKOWSKI, Andrzej

Warriors of God

SIDEBOTTOM, Harry

The burning road

Life in the UK test. Practice questions: questions
and answers for the British citizenship test
NICOLSON, Adam

The smell of summer grass

SLATER. Nigel

A cook’s book: the essential Nigel Slater

BRAZIER, Lucy

Christmas at River Cottage

SAWKINS, Peter

Peter bakes

DUNN, Jane

Jane’s patisserie: deliciously customisable cakes,
bakes and treats

COX, Brian

Putting the rabbit in the hat: my autobiography

CLARY, Julian

The lick of love: how dogs changed my life

FURY, Paris

Love & Fury: the magic and mayhem of life with
Tyson

Short Stories
Crime
General Fiction
Saga
General Fiction

Thriller
Thriller
Crime

LEVY, Deborah

Things I don’t want to know: a response to George
Orwell’s 1946 essay ‘Why I write’

LIVINGSTONE, Natalie The women of Rothschild: the untold story of the
world’s most famous dynasty
YPI, Lea

Free: coming of age at the end of history

GAELIC
Chi mi: bàrdachd Dhòmhnaill Iain Dhonnchaidh =
I see: The Gaelic poetry of Donald John MacDonald
/ edited by Bill Innes, with introductions, notes
and parallel translation. A new preface by Lena
Walker [REF ONLY]

General Fiction
Crime
Biographical Fiction

SMITH, Alexander McCall Love in the time of Bertie

Fantasy
Historical Fiction
General Fiction

STOCKWIN, Julian

Thunderer

Historical Fiction

STROUT, Elizabeth

Oh William!

General Fiction

SWAIN, Heidi

Underneath the Christmas treeGeneral Fiction

SWAN, Karen

Midnight in the snow

TODD, Marion

Next in line

WEIR, Alison

In the shadow of queens: tales from the Tudor
Court Historical Short Stories

Romantic Fiction
Crime

NON FICTION

GCOOPER, Graham

An ròs a leigheas

LAW, Mòrag

Cuibhle an fhortain

FADUGBA, Femi

The Upper world

GROSSMAN, Emily

World-whizzing facts

MINA, Denise

The Less dead

PEREZ, Caroline Criado

Ethics,

Young adult, Fantasy
Junior non-fiction, Science
Crime & thriller

Invisible women Ethics, Gender studies

E-AUDIOBOOKS
BARDUGO, Leigh

Shadow and bone, book 1 Young adult, Fantasy

DAHL, Roald

Matilda

GOODALL, Chris

What we need to do now
conservation

Junior fiction

HOROWITZ, Anthony A Line to kill

Environment &
Detective & mystery

STANFORD, Peter

Closer

13th December 2021

Edge

January 2022

Life in the UK test. Study guide: the essential study
guide for the British citizenship test

Blackwater Crime & thriller

E-MAGAZINES
Tech & gaming

January 2022

Good Housekeeping UK

Celebrity & gossip
Women’s lifestyle

National Geographic Traveller (UK)
Travel & outdoor
The Simple things

December 2021

December 2021

Library Hours
Stornoway Library
01851 822744

Tuesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

:
:
:
:

10am - 3pm
10am - 3pm
10am - 3pm
10am - 12pm & 1 - 3pm

Tarbert Library
01859 502971

Monday
Tuesday
Thursday
Saturday

:
:
:

4 - 6pm
4 - 6 pm
4 - 6pm
10am - 1pm

• Tuesday: 10am to 5pm
• Wednesday: 1pm to 5pm
• Friday: 10am to 5pm
• Saturday: 10am to 3pm
“We are so appreciative of the support we have
received from the Scottish Government, which
recognises the important role libraries have to play
in supporting communities. The extended hours
for Stornoway Library will make it far easier for
people to visit the library, and we are especially
keen to see more children and families visiting.”
Along with increased opening hours, the
Scottish Government funding will support the

Liniclate Library
01870 603691

Tuesday
Friday
Saturday

:
:
:

4 - 7 pm
2.30 - 6 pm
10am - 1pm

Castlebay Library
0187101871
817200
817200

Tuesday
Thursday
Saturday

:
:
:

Staff members at Stornoway Library look forward
to welcoming more visitors at the library with their
extended opening hours.

development of an improved library catalogue
and website, introduce economic mini self-service
stations as a pilot at two libraries, and also allow
us to work with some communities, who are
located at a distance from their local library, in
establishing wee pop-up libraries.
The Scottish Government funding has supported
23 projects around the country to re-connect
communities with their libraries.

FEATURED TITLES
by Anuk Arudpragasam

COHEN-HATTON, Sabrina
The Heat of the moment
Sociology

IGGULDEN, Conn

Life in the UK test. Handbook: everything you need
to study for the British Citizenship test

• Monday: Closed

A passage north

E-BOOKS

PETERS, Prof. Steve A path through the jungle: a psychological health
and wellbeing programme to develop robustness
and resilience
If these stones could talk: the history of
Christianity in Britain and Ireland through twentyone buildings

The new hours are:

GMAC AN TUAIRNEIR, Marcas Dùileach: elemental

General Fiction
Historical Fiction

While still not quite at pre-Covid opening, the
library is now able to open later in the afternoon,
and no longer needs to close at lunchtimes on
Saturdays.

Kathleen Milne, Libraries Manager, said:

The last survivor

Crime

Crime

A ghost in the throat

NI GHRIOFA, Doireann
KRAKE, Frank

hanks to the support from the Scottish
Government’s £1.25 million Public Library
Covid Relief Fund, Western Isles Libraries has
been able to further extend the opening hours
at Stornoway Library from this week.

• Thursday: 10am to 5pm

Manifesto: on never giving up

EVARISTO, Bernardine

T

4 - 6 pm
6 - 8 pm
10am - 1pm

www.cne-siar.gov.uk/libraries / library.enquiries@cne-siar.gov.uk

Crafts

It begins with a message: a telephone call informing Krishan
that his grandmother’s former care-giver, Rani, has died in
unexpected circumstances, at the bottom of a well in her village
in the north, her neck broken by the fall. The news arrives on the
heels of an email from Anjum, an activist he fell in love with four
years earlier while living in Delhi, bringing with it the stirring of
distant memories and desires. As Krishan makes the long journey
by train from Colombo into the war-torn Northern Province
for the funeral, so begins a passage into the soul of an island
devastated by violence.
Written with precision and grace, A Passage North is a
poignant memorial for the missing and the dead, and a luminous
meditation on time, consciousness, and the lasting imprint of the
connections we make with others.
‘A Passage North is written with scrupulous attention to
nuance and detail. Its world is the deeply-layered, rich interior
of its protagonist’s mind but also contemporary Sri Lanka itself,
war-scarred, traumatized. At its center is an exquisite form of
noticing, a way of rendering consciousness and handling time that connects Arudpragasam to the great
novelists of the past’

Free : coming of age
at the end of history
by Lea Ypi

‘I never asked myself about the meaning of freedom until the
day I hugged Stalin. From close up, he was much taller than I
expected.’
Lea Ypi grew up in one of the most isolated countries on
earth, a place where communist ideals had officially replaced
religion. Albania, the last Stalinist outpost in Europe, was almost
impossible to visit, almost impossible to leave. It was a place of
queuing and scarcity, of political executions and secret police.
To Lea, it was home. People were equal, neighbours helped
each other, and children were expected to build a better world.
There was community and hope.
Then, in December 1990, a year after the fall of the Berlin
Wall, everything changed. The statues of Stalin and Hoxha
were toppled. Almost overnight, people could vote freely, wear
what they liked and worship as they wished. There was no
longer anything to fear from prying ears. But factories shut,
jobs disappeared and thousands fled to Italy on crowded ships, only to
be sent back. Predatory pyramid schemes eventually bankrupted the country, leading to violent conflict.
As one generation’s aspirations became another’s disillusionment, and as her own family’s secrets were
revealed, Lea found herself questioning what freedom really meant.
Free is an engrossing memoir of coming of age amid political upheaval. With acute insight and wit,
Lea Ypi traces the limits of progress and the burden of the past, illuminating the spaces between ideals
and reality, and the hopes and fears of people pulled up by the sweep of history.

Don’t forget to look at our eBooks and eAudio titles as well – new titles are added every month

Search the library catalogue online – www.cne-siar.gov.uk/library
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Outer Hebrides
Business Support Webinars
How to Launch a Digital Business
Tuesday 18 January, 10.30am to 12.00pm
Find out what to consider when setting up a new digital
business.
Which Social Media Channels to Choose
Wednesday 19 January, 10.30am to 12.00pm
Choose the right channels that will work the most
effectively for your business..
Starting Your Business - What you Need to Do
Tuesday 25 January, 10.30am to 12.00pm
Understand the paperwork you will need to cosnider
when setting up your business.
Create a Three Month Digital Content Plan
Wednesday 26 January, 10.30am to 12.00pm
Plan ahead for your digital marketing over the
upcoming three month period..
Leading and Managing Through Change
Tuesday 1 February, 10.30am to 12.00pm
Learn how to manage change in your business by
bringing clarity and setting direction.
Top Ten Ways to Optimise Your Facebook Page
Wednesday 2 February, 10.30am to 12.00pm
Learn ten quick and easy tips to ensure your Facebook
page is performing as well as it can.

For further information or to book, visit
www.bgateway.com/outer-hebrides
or call 01851 668377

EVENTS is published by Intermedia Services (Stornoway) Ltd, Church House, 16 James Street, Stornoway HS1 2QN Tel: 01851 705743
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All Down The Years
(2000-1 & 2010-11)

Ice-bound…Jamieson Drive, Stornoway

There’s
snow time
like the
past…

T

his gives an insight into wintertime in 2010…with photographs
taken on December 19, 2010.

Frozen pond…Lews Castle Grounds

Lochs and streams were frozen over; ducks
were skating on thick ice; and roads doubled
as ski slopes.
Since we haven’t got much to look back
on from 2021, we felt we would take you
further back in time to 2000 and 2001;
along with 2010-11. They’ve got vaguely
similar numerals in the date, for a state. Of
course, the older photos are all old-fashioned
chemical-based photos, developed and
printed. They look decidedly less precise
than the later digital images.
So welcome to EVENTS for 2022…and a
chance to look back up to around 21 years
to a time when digital photography was
only practiced by the rich, only a handful of
people had mobile phones…and the phones
themselves were just phones. There was no
wi-fi, no broadband and no social media.

Lewis Alps…Stornoway snow-bound

Duck…walking on thick ice
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Views from top of Clisham,
Christmas Day 2000
All photographs by Fred Silver
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Stornoway Snow

November 28, 2010

Goathill Farm as it used to be - December 19, 2010

December 19, 2010

January 7, 2011
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Official opening of Taigh
Dhonnchaidh, July 27, 2000

Sign of the times as the restored building opens

Welcoming crowd gathers outside the former Comunn Eachdraidh Nis premises

On their way to the official opening…Brian Wilson MP, then Minister of State for Scotland; Calum MacDonald, then Western Isles MP; and right,
Éamon Ó Cuív, then minister for agriculture, food and rural development in the Irish government

Brian Wilson and Donna Maciver

Roddy Morison and John Maciver
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Last ferry
to Eriskay,
July 11, 2001
November 3, 2000
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After Loch Erisort
bookshop, but long
before the Good Food
Boutique…
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Stornoway views 2000-2001

EVENTS SECTION TWO - Page 7

The much-loved pyramid
provided a constant
focus for young people

Amity House

Safeway was the supermarket of the era

Long after the Acres but before the Caladh Inn, with the original Lewis Sports Centre in the distance.

Perceval Square…with car parking, phone boxes, and a fountain

Charlie Morrison’s echoed a fast-vanishing past

Point Street…before restoration and rebuilding
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Lewis Carnival August 5, 2000
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Saturday January 1, 2011
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The new Nicolson…2010-2011

December 18, 2010

January 24, 2011

December 18, 2010

March 11, 2011

April 11, 2011

May 31, 2011

April 13, 2011

June 14, 2011
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Sir E Scott school under construction on April 3, 2011

UHI achieves full university status February 2, 2011
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John Maher...engineering an amazing
display at An Lanntair on February 18, 2011

