18 Bells Road,
Stornoway, HS1 2RA

Kitchen
Design, supply
& Installation

www.opuscarpentry.co.uk
Email: kitchens.opuscarpentry@gmail.com

Tel: 07774 149 563

Angus Clinton

Hormann
Garage
Doors

LAMINATED PINE,
LARGE STOCK,
VARIOUS SIZES

WINDOWS LTD

Rigs Road Stornoway Isle of Lewis HS1 2RF
Tel: 01851 705919 Fax: 01851 704743
Email: a.clinton@btconnect.com
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Real Deals 2021
OPENING HOURS
Mon - Fri 8am-5.30pm Saturday 9am-5pm

www.hic-stornoway.com

Thursday November 4th to
Wednesday December 1st

Looking for
help with your
retirement
planning?

2021

My name is Frazer Mackenzie.
If you don’t already have an
adviser, I can help.

Lews Castle
parkrun

Highlands & Islands Financial Advice Limited
Member of The Advice Partnership from Prudential

Page 3

Pairc
struggle

Mob: 07786 27 47 20
Web: www.pru.co.uk/adviser/
highlandsandislandsfinancialadvice/



AUTOPARTS
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Island Road, Stornoway HS1 2RD
T: 01851 706939
E: sales@aps-direct.co.uk
W: www.autoparts-stornoway.com

Escape
from Kabul


703646

Pick up you offer brochure in store

189

MONTHLY



20 Bells Road

Monday to Friday 8am - 5.30pm
Saturday 9am - 5pm

Page 8

FIND US ON FACEBOOK

Alyth looks
at world


Page 17

THE WESTERN ISLES
PREMIER PARTS RETAILER

Isles award
winners


Donnie Morrison, of Comunn Eachdraidh na Pairc, led the public event to mark the
refurbishment of Marvig’s fishery barometer on Saturday, October 30, with two “ancient
mariners”, former Planasker School pupils Murdo Iain Maclennan and Donald ‘Dolishan’
Macleod, and Matilda Cheeseman.
MORE ON PAGES 4 & 5
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www.rmkgroup.co.uk
•

• Excellent Service

www.rmkgroup.co.uk
www.rmkgroup.co.uk

RMk

Open/closed skips
• METAL RECYCLING

2a Rigs Road, Stornoway, HS1 2RF
Tel: 01851 705155
Email: info@angusmaciver.co.uk

Harris Tweed direct from
The Shawbost Mill

25 North Beach Street, Stornoway, HS1 2QX
www.harristweedhebrides.com
t: 01851 700 046
e: retail@harristweedhebrides.com

PLUS…£750+ EVERY week

Management

t: 01851
704949
t: 01851 704949
• Health &ADVICE
Safety
• Health
& Safety
YOU CAN

TRUST

ADVICE
YOU CAN

TRUST

There’s still time to
order your Calendars
and Christmas Cards!

Mann Judd Gordon

Order by November 26
for collection before Christmas.

Stuck on your Tax
Return? Call us!

Get in touch for a bespoke quote

ADVICE

print@hebevents.com

01851 705743

YOU CAN

Win £1.500
in November

● Chartered Accountants
● Registered Auditors
● Business Advisers

Tel: 01851 702335

Join , Win & Support

www.westernisleslottery.co.uk

Ticket Line 0300 30 20 444

7 James Street, Stornoway HS1 2QN

The Credit Union
for the Highlands
& Islands
website: www.hi-scot.com
email: info@hi-scot.com
tel: 01851 701865
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Mountain Rescue Team
reaches fundraising target
O

ver the last 18 months Hebrides
Mountain Rescue Team have
worked hard to secure £180,000 funding
to build a much-needed team base.
Hebrides
Mountain Rescue Team
provides a vital search and rescue service to
communities and its visitors throughout the
Outer Hebrides.
Currently, these operations are run from
rented premises located near the centre of
Stornoway. The new base will be located
in Ravens Lane, where a purpose-built
facility will provide a dedicated storage
and maintenance area for specialist rescue
equipment as well as a training and meeting
room.

Alasdair Allan MSP/BPA
Surgery Notice

!

Alasdair Allan MSP/BPA
Surgery No*ce

Additional facilities will include interior
vehicle storage, climbing wall and rigging
training area, toilet, shower and kitchen
space. The building will allow the team to be
better equipped in responding to incidents
and will ultimately help save lives.
During January 2020 Hebrides Mountain
Rescue Team set the ambitious goal of raising
£180,000 to build their team base. After 18
months the team has successfully achieved
this target and hopes to start construction as
soon as possible.

venture. When we started fundraising
in 2020, the world was a very different
place and we found that many of the grant
applications that we were submitting were
being rejected because they didn’t fit in with
the Covid related criteria the vast majority of
them were looking for. It was disheartening,
and it was a lot of hard work, but we are a
resilient team, and we just kept on sending
grant applications in and organising our own
events (raffle, Crowdfunder, team members
doing sponsored events) and we have finally
got there!’

The latest grants which the team were
awarded provided the finishing touches on
their fundraising efforts. These came from
The People’s Postcode Trust, a grant giving
charity funded entirely by players of People’s
Postcode Lottery who awarded the team
£20,000.

In light of Scottish and UK Government guidance regarding the
COVID-19 pandemic my constituency office is currently closed.
Eileanan an Iar Scottish
Parliament
office,
20
My staff
andconstituency
I are still
working,
although, in line with the current
Kenneth Street, Stornoway, Isle of Lewis:
guidance,
we
are
doing
so from home.
Monday 19 February 12pm – 1pm

Allan, Member of the Scottish Parliament for Na h-Eileanan an Iar,
olding the following advice surgeries should any constituent wish to
meet with him:

I can still be contacted via www.alasdairallan.scot as
well as by telephone or email as detailed below.

Friday 23 February 1pm – 2pm

onstituent is unable to make the surgery, or would like a home visit
Alasdair, please call the constituency office on 01851 700357
or email alasdair.allan.msp@parliament.scot

Telephone: 01851 700 357

www.alasdairallan.scot
Email: alasdair.allan.msp@parliament.scot

www.alasdairallan.scot

Friends of The Nicolson

A charitable trust to assist pupils of The Nicolson Institute

The team also recently received a
grant from Scottish & Southern Electricity
Networks (SSEN) Resilient Communities
Fund for £38,000. Craig Mullen, Community
Investment Manager at SSEN said ‘We are
delighted to confirm that your application
has been successful. Due to the exceptional
nature of your work and fundraising efforts,
the panel would like to offer you the £38,000
balance required to reach your target’.
Over the last 18 months the team have also
received significant contributions from the
following organisations who have awarded
the team substantial grants (£10k or over):
Crown Estates funding, Stornoway Trust,
the Hugh Fraser Foundation, Horshader

Community Development, The Robertson
Trust as well as an anonymous donation
of £15,000 which came through Scottish
Mountain Rescue. A full list of donations
and grants towards the new team base will
be listed on our website – www.hebmrt.org
Hebrides
Mountain Rescue Team
Treasurer, Robert Sinclair said ‘The team
have been blown away by the kindness of
the many people, companies and grant
making bodies that have supported this

Hebrides Mountain Rescue Team is made
up of 25 volunteers. These individuals have
normal jobs and are from all walks of life,
but all share an interest in the outdoors and
helping those in need.
Currently, the team are recruiting new
team members and would like anyone who
shares these ideals, who is over 18 years
old and has a full car driving licence to
apply. Further information and application
forms can be found at www.hebmrt.org.
Any additional enquiries can be sent to
contact@hebmrt.org.

Find out how you can help advance the next
generation of Nicolson pupils at www.fotn.org.uk

HOW TO CONTACT US
Editor: Fred Silver
fred@hebevents.com
Design and layout: Andrew Jeffries
info@hebevents.com
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Lews Castle parkrun is back up
and running/jogging/walking…

L

ews Castle parkrun is a free 5k timed walk/
jog/run which starts and finishes at Cuddy
Point every Saturday at 9.30am.
In line with most other parkruns in Scotland,
the Stornoway event started again in August, with
procedures in place to manage COVID risks.
Mairi Maciver, Event Director for Lews Castle
parkrun, said ‘Everyone is welcome at parkrun.
You don’t have to be able to run 5k to take part.

range of tasks from being a marshal to giving out
finish tokens.
Over the summer, Lews Castle parkrun attracted
visitors from all over the UK, including Aberdeen,
Brighton, Glasgow, Norfolk and Yorkshire. ‘Most
scenic parkrun I’ve ever done’, ‘lovely friendly
volunteers’, ‘we will definitely be visiting again’
are some of the comments posted on the event’s
Facebook page.

“We would love to have more people who walk
the route. There is a volunteer tailwalker at every
event, so there’s no chance that anyone walking
will be last!’

Since the event restarted, quite a few locals have
come along for the first time. That includes Angus,
the Golden Retriever, and his humans Maggie and
Neil. ‘Angus was in ambling mode’ said Neil, ‘but
the smiles say it all. It’s a community thing.’

Families are also welcome. Anyone over the age
of 5 can take part as long as they are with a parent
or carer. Babies in buggies are welcome, as are
dogs on short leads.

To take part in parkrun, you just need to register
at www.parkrun.org.uk, print out your barcode
and turn up!

And for anyone who doesn’t fancy running,
the event needs ten volunteers each week to do a

Angus and his humans

Anyone who’d like to volunteer will be
very welcome, please email the organisers on
lewscastle@parkrun.com

CHRISTMAS

SANDIEPHOTOS.COM

PROPERTY
PHOTOGRAPHY

& THE FESTIVE SEASON

Santa Claus
IS COMING TO TOWN
Saturday 18th December
Festive Carvery Lunch with face painting &
a special visit from Santa.
2 courses £25.00
Children under 5 eat for free and children under 12 eat half price

Festive Carvery Lunch

Available between 9th - 23rd December
Thursday, Friday & Saturdays
1 course £18.00
2 courses £25.00
3 courses £30.00

Festive Carvery Dinner

Available between 9th - 23rd December
Thursday, Friday & Saturdays

SPECIAL OFFER FOR 2021

2 courses £35.00
3 courses £40.00
Normal carvery prices apply Sunday - Wednesday
Normal carvery prices apply Sunday - Wednesday

See website for details

Centre
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on
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The Woodlands

Open
all day…
food and
coffee, with
or without
a walk

Caladh Inn | 01851 702740

Limited Christmas Day bookings left, book soon to avoid disappointment!

otp

01851 703000

Call us to book your table today on 01851 702740

fo

www.sandiephotos.com

Castle Grounds
Winter hours: Monday to Saturday 9.30 to 3.30pm
Photograph courtesy of Colin Cameron

A Stornoway Trust Enterprise

Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright 2016
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Major event for
village as barometer
restored
M

arvig, claimed locally as the capital of
Lochs, had not seen such a gathering
since 1902, local people and visitors were told
as they gathered in considerable numbers on
Saturday October 30 to mark the restoration
of the local fishery barometer which was for
decades the centre of village life.
One of the older local residents, Murdo
Maclennan, now 94, recalled how he was one of
the generations of school children in the former
Planasker School adjacent to the site who recorded
the readings on a daily basis while their elders and
teachers entered them into a log book.
Guests were told how the renewal project began
in November last year when local groups were
thinking of developing more outside attractions
because of the impact of the pandemic.
The Highland News of 5 July 1902 recorded
the original unveiling of the barometer, saying:
“The weather glass supplied by the Meteorological
Society of London is inserted in a solid pillar
of masonry built after the style of a miniature
lighthouse, having a gravelled terrace all round it.”
That event to instal “this useful ornamental and
very valuable instrument” was overshadowed by
the illness of King Edward VII – whose coronation
was delayed by his need for an operation to remove

Stornoway

Please contact us
Please contact us
if you need support,
if you need support,
information or advice.
information
or advice.
ELLIE DONNELLY

Christian Bookshop
30 Kenneth Street, Stornoway | 01851 703334

Christian Books, Bibles,
Cards, Gifts, and Plaques

Calendar
s
and Chris
tmas
Cards no
w
Psalm 119:105
available
GIFT VOUCHERS AND BOOK TOKENS IN STORE

Check out our website:
www.stornowaychristianbookshop.co.uk

OPENING HOURS 10am-1pm 2pm-4.30pm Mon - Sat
The Harris
Tweed
Hebrides
Mill Shop

Harris Tweed
direct from The
Shawbost Mill
25 North Beach Street, Stornoway HS1 2XQ

Tel: 01851 700046

www.harristweedhebrides.com
retail@harristweedhebrides.com

MARION MACINNES
MARION
MACINNES
ELLIE DONNELLY
(LOCALITY
LEADER)
(DEMENTIA
ADVISOR)
ELLIE
DONNELLY
(DEMENTIA
ADVISOR)
(LOCALITY LEADER)
(DEMENTIA ADVISOR)
07771925730
07500 762041
07500
762041 edonnelly@alzscot.org
07771925730
07500 762041
mmacinnes@alzscot.org
edonnelly@alzscot.org
mmacinnes@alzscot.org
edonnelly@alzscot.org

Free 24 Hour Dementia Helpline 0808 808 3000
Free 24
Hour
Dementia
0808soon.
808 3000
Keep
safe!
We hopeHelpline
to see you
Keep safe! We hope to see you soon.

www.justgiving.com/fundraising/alzheimer-scotland-western-isles-locality
HOW TO DONATE: www.justgiving.com/fundraising/marion-macinnes5
HOW TO DONATE: www.justgiving.com/fundraising/marion-macinnes5

The Veggie Box

The freshest fruit and vegetables …from near and far

Stall in Perceval Square

his appendix – so it’s recorded that the ceremony
was more solemn and shorter than otherwise
would have been the case.
Sometime over the recent decades, the pillar
had been harled right over and the barometer
misplaced.
It’s now fully restored with an
equivalent antique barometer in situ, as well as a
new explanatory plaque which gives information
up to the current day.
Donnie Morrison, of Comunn Eachdraidh
na Pairc, who led the public event on Saturday,
introduced the two “ancient mariners”, former
Planasker School pupils Murdo Iain Maclennan and
Donald ‘Dolishan’ Macleod. Murdo recalled how
the readings were recorded by the school when he
was a pupil and also how the barometer was used
when he became a fisherman and the accuracy of
the readings looking ahead for several days.
They also recalled how the barometer became a
focal point for fishermen to meet to discuss not just
the weather – it was where the ‘village parliament’
met – and they recalled frequent arguments
particularly about aspects of crofting in an era
when no lands were fenced and there were many
more farm animals.
The focal point of yesterday’s event – which was
broadcast live on Facebook – was the reading of

Thinking
about
Fostering?
At Comhairle nan Eilean Siar
we are looking for foster carers to meet
the needs of those children who are
unable to live with their birth families

If you want more information
then please contact Fiona
or Anne on 01851 822748

on FRIDAYS from 8am till 2pm
Please get in touch for more details

email: anne.mackenzie@cne-siar.gov.uk

theveggiebox@hotmail.co.uk or tel: 07810 603188

We are waiting to hear from you

THE BALTIC
BOOKSHOP
Roderick Smith Ltd,
8-10 Cromwell Street,
Stornoway HS1 2DA
Tel: 01851 702082

balticbookshop@rsmiths.co.uk

THE

ISLAND SPIRIT
WHISKY SHOP

Specialist Scotch Whiskies, craft
gins, vodkas and rums and gifts

07555697540
@islandspiritwhisky

To advertise in these pages call 07867 861090
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Celebration for Catriona
A

special night celebrating Uist singer, piper
and tradition bearer, Catriona Garbutt,
will be held during this year’s Blas Festival,
as the festival makes a return to live events
after last year’s festival moved online due to
the pandemic.
Catriona Garbutt will be joined by fellow Uist
musicians and singers including Sineag MacIntyre,
piper Dr Angus Macdonald, Catriona’s nephew
Niall Campbell and Ruairidh Gray, for a wonderful
night of song and tunes on the opening night of
the festival, 19th November, at Talla an Iochdair
in South Uist.

Donnie Morrison, of Comunn Eachdraidh na Pairc, right, with Murdo Iain Maclennan, and Matilda Cheeseman

Psalm 107 by Matilda Cheeseman, a much younger
member of the community. She read verses 23-32,
beginning: “Some went out on the sea in ships; they
were merchants on the mighty waters. They saw the
works of the Lord, his wonderful deeds in the deep.”
The restoration project managed by Comunn
Eachdraidh na Pairc raised funding through
local and international donations, topped up by
almost £1,000 from ward funds from Comhairle
nan Eilean Siar via local councillors. There was
more than £2000 raised via JustGiving including
contributions from America in only two months.
In the restoration work undertaken by Murdo I
Matheson of Gravir, a replacement barometer has
been installed, harling has been removed from
the stonework pillar and the stonework itself has
been restored.
The new cabinet for the barometer was crafted
by Murdo Kennedy at Marvig Boatyard and a new
weather vane designed and crafted by Kenneth
Campbell, Stornoway, to replace the original
which was beyond repair.
Donnie Morrison also thanked the residents
immediately around the site of the event for

supporting the project.
The Marvig fisherman’s barometer was one
of the ‘Fitzroy storm glasses’ named after Vice
Admiral Robert Fitzroy, who had captained
the HMS Beagle for Charles Darwin’s famous
voyage of exploration. After retiring from the
sea in 1854, Fitzroy was appointed as chief of a
new meteorological department to deal with the
collection of weather data at sea. In that role
he responded to a devastating storm in 1859 by
developing a system of predicting weather which
he called “weather forecasts”. These were first
published in The Times in 1861.
His other initiatives to protect lives at sea
included telegraphed gale warnings and storm
warning cones at large ports. In Stornoway, a
black flag was raised by the local coastguard to
warn ships not to go out. Fitzroy storm glasses
were installed in fishing villages around the coasts
of Britain, including at Marvig and in many other
Lewis villages. They were often positioned near or
in the local Post Office, a natural gathering place
for coastal residents. Fitzroy became a hero to
fishermen in his own lifetime.

This year the Blas Festival, which celebrates
Gaelic culture and the thriving Scottish traditional
music scene over nine days of events in venues
across the Highlands and Islands, will host 26
concerts and cèilidhs as well as a variety of
workshops and Facebook Live events.
Musicians including Capercaillie’s Karen
Matheson, Donald Shaw and Charlie McKerron,
Skipinnish front man and singer, Norrie MacIver
and BBC Radio 2 Folk awards winners, Mischa
Macpherson, Brìghde Chaimbeul, Ross Ainslie and
Tim Edey, will perform during the festival which
will take place in venues from Staffin in Skye to
Strathy and Applecross to Arisaig.

Catriona Garbutt

Blas, which means ‘taste’ or ‘sample’,
is organised by Fèisean nan Gàidheal in partnership
with Highland Council and takes place from 19-27
November.  It will open with a brand-new musical
commission, Buaidh nam Ban, by Mànran singer
and TV presenter, Kim Carnie, celebrating the life
and works of women bàrds including Màiri Mhòr
nan Òran and will culminate in a night of special
concerts in Strathy, Raasay, Kilmuir and Inverness.

Ainslie in Arisaig; west coast folk group Dàimh in
Gairloch; Gaelic singer Norrie MacIver and young
trio, Hecla, in Strathdearn and Strathy; Celtic Praise
in Inverness Cathedral with John Murdo Martin
and Isobel Ann Martin; and husband and wife
duo, Fionnag NicConnich and Brian Ó hEadhra
in Lochinver and Applecross with their family and
Emma MacLeod, a Gaelic singer from Scalpay,
who went viral on Twitter during lockdown with
her stunning contribution to #CovidCeilidh, was
started by Highland fiddler, Duncan Chisholm.

Other highlights of this year’s Blas include young
folk band, Eabhal, along with Gaelic singer,
Deirdre Graham, in Lochcarron; Tim Edey and Ross

The full programme of events can be found
at www.blas.scot along with details of how to
purchase tickets.

The two “ancient mariners”, former Planasker School pupils Murdo Iain Maclennan and Donald ‘Dolishan’ Macleod

Fiosrachadh is tiogaidean www.blas.scot for information & tickets
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Bàrdachd Dhòmhnaill Iain Dhonnchaidh
The Gaelic Poetry of Donald John MacDonald
“Bha uair a bha sinn a’ dèanamh nan òran
airson an seinn; tha sinn a-nist a’ sgrìobhadh
na bàrdachd airson a leughadh.”
Thàinig Dòmhnall Iain Dhonnchaidh à teaghlach
bogte ann an eachdraidh agus cultar nan Gàidheal
– gu tur bhon bheul-aithris. Bho òige bha smachd
aige air seann mheadrachd ann am briathrachas
beairteach nam bàrd clasaigeach. Ach nuair a
dh’fhalbh an taigh-cèilidh, thionndaidh e gu
feallsantachd ann an nuadh-bhàrdachd air
cuspairean mòra an t-saoghail. Nuadh-bhàrdachd
– ach cuideachd a’ cur an cèill briathrachas
ceòlmhor, dealbhach nan seann bhàrd a tha cho
tlachdmhor dhan chluais ’s a tha e drùidhteach
dhan inntinn.

Agnes Rennie and Bob Chambers in conversation at Wednesday’s launch

(Fiona Rennie)

New book gives
insight into
Pairc’s struggle

£19.99

“Once we made songs to be sung; now we write poems to be read.”
Donald John MacDonald emerged from a family steeped in the oral culture of the Gael
with complete mastery of centuries-old classical metres. His importance in the Gaelic
canon rests on his evolution into a modern literary poet-philosopher. His work deals with
universal issues but still resounds with the vocal melody and concrete imagery of the
traditional bard. This new edition of his poems has given the opportunity
to refresh translations which can only attempt to reflect the rich lyricism
of the originals – which give pleasure to the ear as well as to the mind.

Edited by Bill Innes • Introductions, notes & parallel translation • New preface - Lena Walker

www.acairbooks.com

A

By Annie Delin

n insightful talk by the author of a new
book marked the first in-person book
launch in more than 18 months for Stornoway
publisher Acair.

PÀDRAIG MACAOIDH

FRANK RENNIE

COMUNN EACHDRAIDH NIS

info@acairbooks.com

fòn/tel: 01851 703020

. . . LEABHRAICHEAN

ÙR CHLOINNE. . .

han eil Artair ro dhèidheil air an sgoil agus chan
eil càil inntinneach a’ tachairt dha uair sam bith.
Ach tha sin ag atharrachadh gu luath nuair a tha
e fhèin agus an clas aige a’ dol air turas-sgoile

Is beag a bha dhùil aig Artair bochd ris
an dàna-thuras eagalach a bha roimhe:
trannsaichean dìomhair, seòmraichean
falaichte, tachartasan os-nàdarra agus
daoine borba às a dhèidh. Ann am
priobadh na sùla, tha a shaoghal
a’ dol bun-os-cionn…

Mòrag Anna NicNèill

chun a’ Chaisteil Ghruamaich.

He sets out his own conclusions on the
lessons to be learnt from this 13-year-long
struggle – particularly for government, the
public sector and for crofting communities
throughout Scotland.

le

Mòrag Anna NicNèill

9 781789 070927

£ 7.95

a
H a nn a
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e

Ach saoil an tàrr e às le a bheatha…

ISBN 978-1-78907-092-7

Duais Cuimhneachaidh
Chrisella Rois

bh
al
de itt
na Br

www.acairbooks.com

Mòrag A. NicN è ill

Marie NicAmhlaigh
Robin Bans

Britt Harcus

Tha leabhraichean-èisteachd chloinne rim faighinn aig
Acair acairbooks.selz.com agus GAELIC4PARENTS
ACAIR, An Tosgan
54 Seaforth Road
Stornoway HS1 2SD
post-d: info@acairbooks.com
fòn: 01851 703020

@acairbooks
Tha Acair a' faighinn taic
bho Bhòrd na Gàidhlig

Author Bob Chambers was in conversation
with Agnes Rennie about his many years
of research on the Pairc Estate Community
Buyout, now seen as a landmark case in the
history of land reform in Scotland.
In the book, Chambers describes in detail
the many challenges faced by the small Pairc
crofting community seeking to purchase their
estate.

ARTAIR sa CHAI STEAL

Tha tòrr spòrs
agus fealla-dhà
C
anns gach
sgeulachd
agus bheir iad
gàire oirbh gan
leughadh.

Bob Chambers’ history of the Pairc
community estate buyout, A Long and
Tangled Saga, was launched by Acair as
one of the opening events at Faclan, the
Hebridean literature festival, at An Lanntair
on Wednesday 27 October.

Author, historian and ecologist Alastair
McIntosh said of the book: “This book tells
of land reform under the most challenging of
circumstances. How a tiny group of dedicated
people overcame their setbacks, conflicts, and
inexperience.
“Here is a chronicle - essential for voluntary
groups and policy makers - of how a scattering
of villages, hanging on by a thread, pleated
from that very thread a rope that pulled life
back into their community.”
Acair manager Angus Morrison said:
“This book will be of compelling interest for
all those involved in land reform and to a
much wider public, whose imagination will
be captured by the story of how the Pairc
community eventually managed to overcome

all the many legal and financial hurdles which
faced them.
“A Long and Tangled Saga is the culmination
of years of the author’s research and we were
delighted that the author was able to travel to
be with us for the launch of the book and that
our former manager, Agnes Rennie, agreed to
act as chair.
“The event was well-attended and the
author gave an insightful talk addressing
the challenges faced by communities in
attempting a community buyout.”
A Long and Tangled Saga is available from
the Acair website (https://acairbooks.com),
bookshops and other outlets across Scotland
priced £15.95. Readers are encouraged to
support local shops.
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Extreme E-racing in islands
T

By Annie Delin

he Western Isles will host a £1 million
Extreme E motorsport event next year
following a surprise Budget announcement by
UK chancellor Rishi Sunak on Wednesday 27
October.
Extreme motor sport, economic benefit and
environmental innovation will all be showcased
as the formula-1-style off-road event focuses world
attention on the islands.
Extreme E is an international off-road racing
series that uses electric vehicles to race in remote
parts of the world, highlighting the climate
challenges faced by different ecosystems.
Each race chooses a location threatened by
climate change and draws attention to the issues
and challenges posed.
Formula One World Champions Sir Lewis
Hamilton, Nico Rosberg and Jenson Button each
have their own teams, and all Extreme E teams
feature both a male and female driver in a bid for
gender equality.
This year’s X Prix stages have been held
in locations as diverse as Kangerlussuaq in
Greenland, Lac Rose in Senegal and the rocky
Mediterranean island of Sardinia.
The Outer Hebrides reportedly narrowly missed
out on hosting the race in 2021, when the final
race of the year was awarded instead to Bovington
military base in Dorset, to be dubbed ‘the Jurassic
X Prix’.
Following
the
chancellor’s
surprise
announcement, the race series organisers said

they had been holding productive discussions
with the UK Government, Comhairle nan Eilean
Siar and other partners over several months.
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar leader Councillor
Roddie Mackay said: “The announcement by UK
Chancellor Rishi Sunak is a ringing endorsement
of the climate ambitions of the Outer Hebrides.
“This is extremely good news for our
communities as we seek to position ourselves as
low carbon islands.
“COP26 in Glasgow will set the global
decarbonisation agenda and, as host for the
Scottish round of Zero Carbon race series Extreme
E, the Outer Hebrides will again be punching
above its weight in climate terms.
“It is particularly fitting that an island group on
the Atlantic frontier with the most to lose from
climate change in terms of extreme weather events
and rising sea levels has been selected to host this
race.
“Extreme E principles fit well with our
aspirations to rapidly decarbonise our island
society and economy.
“We will now work closely with Extreme E,
environmental agencies and the community at the
race location to ensure only positive impacts for
the community and the planet and we will ensure
that the legacy benefits of this event spread to
other island communities from the Butt to Barra.”
Alejandro Agag, Founder and CEO of Extreme E
said: “We are thrilled with this investment and to
be exploring racing in Scotland in 2022.
“It is a fitting location off the back of COP26 and
will allow the conversation on electric mobility

(Charly Lopez)

Action from the 2021 rounds in Sardinia

and the climate emergency to continue further,
inspiring action and highlighting various solutions
and mitigation strategies.”
Extreme E aims to ‘race without a trace’, leaving
each destination the way it was found following
the events.
In addition, each X Prix has its own legacy
programme to leave a long-lasting positive impact,
and Scotland will be no different.

So far, the series has supported the planting
of one million mangroves in Senegal, a climate
education programme in association with UNICEF
in Greenland, turtle conservation along the Red
Sea coastline in Saudi Arabia, reforesting of the
Amazon rainforest plus restoration of seagrass and
areas hit by wildfires in Sardinia.
Further details regarding the event are expected
to be revealed in due course.

STORE 67

Alasdair Allan with volunteers and development workers, holding his new Shed Project jacket

CAMPING-CYCLING-YOGABEACH- ECO LIVING

Room for safe families
at The Shed
T

By Annie Delin

he Martin’s Memorial Church Shed Project
has taken a new step towards their central
aim of serving the community, exploring a
new partnership with the national charity Safe
Families.
The Shed is a community facility to provide
support and a safe, warm and friendly place to
meet. Adults, families and young people have
been using the building since it opened its doors
in May 2014 and it continues to grow, develop
and respond to the needs of the community.
During October, Na h-Eileanan an Iar MSP
Alasdair Allan visited and heard an update about
their work, including a briefing about a possible
partnership between The Shed Project and Safe
Families.
Safe Families (www.safefamilies.uk) works with

local authorities around the UK and has volunteers
from over 1,000 churches and community groups,
all offering hop, belonging and support to children,
families and care leavers.
Their mission statement says: “Facing life alone
is hard, and when you feel there is no one there to
support you it is a scary place to be.
“Therefore, at Safe Families we offer support,
hope and belonging to improve the lives of those
in our communities. We link children, young
people and families with local volunteers who can
offer them help and support.
After his visit, Dr Allan said: “I enjoyed visiting
The Shed in Stornoway and was delighted to be
presented with an official Shed jacket by John and
several other members of the team.
“The Shed is a fantastic project run by Martin’s
Memorial Church to support adults and youth in
the community.”

67 KENNETH ST | STORNOWAY, HS1 2DS

VISIT US: MONDAY TO SATURDAy, 10am-5pm
CHRISTMAS SAVINGS CLUB OPEN!
CALL:07922 061 813 / 01851 705881
EMAIL: STORE67ENQUIRIES@GMAIL.COM

@store67_sy
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Safe at last…family’s the linda norgrove foundation
battle to leave Kabul
W

e’re delighted and relieved that Frishta
and Farzana, our staff in Kabul, have
managed to leave Afghanistan with their
immediate family, says the Linda Norgrove
Foundation.

Frishta, her husband Murtaza, their 11-monthold baby Kia, Farzana and their brother Zaker
initially flew to Qatar, before arriving in Scotland
earlier in October. Their flight was organised by
US charity Uplift Afghanistan Fund, and they
were supported by British Embassy staff in Qatar.

the gate, but they were not deterred. We saw this
one person get closer and closer until they shot
him and he fell dead in the street.
“Despite that, crowds of people desperately
trying to get through the gate continued to gather.
It shows how scared people were that they were
prepared to take such risks to get out of Kabul.
“The scariest moment came the next day. We
were sitting on the bus and saw the police and
lots of other people suddenly start running and
shouting another attack was about to happen.

The volatile situation around Kabul airport
prevented the family from making it to a flight
in August, despite spending a relentless 46 hours
around the airport.

“We thought there was about to be another
big explosion and that was our last moment
alive. It turned out it was just a plan to enable
the Taliban to clear and occupy the gate.

The family went through a harrowing
experience in their attempts to evacuate from
Kabul and then when they were in hiding while
hoping to get a flight from Mazar.

“The second night, a soldier said he was
coming to escort us but then a security alert
meant we could not get through. We were
literally inches from freedom.”

GOING INTO HIDING

ATTEMPT TO LEAVE FROM KABUL
The family endured a terrifying ordeal and
witnessed a man being shot in front of them
as they were caught up in the frantic scenes at
Kabul Airport in August, at times waiting on a
bus, at others trying to get through crowds at the
gate.

The family eventually had to go into hiding
in Mazar-i-Sharif, north of Kabul, where they
spent 23 days moving between different
accommodation, waiting for flights being
arranged by the American charity Uplift
Afghanistan Fund.

They were bussed to Kabul Airport the day
after a suicide bombing killed 13 American
troops and at least 169 civilians. The family
feared for their lives amid suggestions ISIS-K
bombers were planning a follow-up attack.

Frishta takes up the story of their time in
Mazar: “Taliban soldiers would come into the
hotels and take people away. We never knew if
they were coming for us and changed location
eight or nine times to avoid them.

Frishta tells their story: “Everyone was scared
there would be more attacks – but we had no
choice.

“We are Hazara so the fear was constant.
Farzana and I working in women and girls’
education was also a big problem.

CONSTANT GUNFIRE
“The closer you got to the airport, you could
hear the gunfire getting louder and louder. We’d
heard sporadic firing in the street, but this was
non-stop. We spent two days and two nights at
the airport and all you could hear was constant
gunfire.
“That whole night, I tried to put my hands
over Kia’s ears to stop him hearing the noise of
shooting and people crying and shouting.
“The army was shooting in front of people’s
feet to try and scare the big crowds away from

“Lots of men bore a grudge and were ready
to take revenge by telling the Taliban we had
worked with foreigners and were un-Islamic.
“We did not even feel safe when we were
finally on the plane taking us out of Afghanistan
to Qatar. The Taliban came inside the plane to
check everyone’s documents. I was so scared
we’d get sent back. It was only when the plane
finally took off we dared to think ‘Maybe this is
the moment we escape’.
“We leave with mixed emotions because you
worry about your country and the people left
behind. I married my husband five years ago

and we had built a family home and furnished it
with new things. We’ve had to leave everything
behind.
“We have heard that Scotland is cold and
rainy… but it is peaceful. We’d rather deal
with the rain in Scotland than the Taliban in
Afghanistan.”
Frishta and Farzana will continue to help the
Linda Norgrove Foundation to support people
back home in Afghanistan.

EVACUATION CAMPAIGN
The Foundation launched a campaign to
evacuate the family in August, receiving wide
backing from our supporters, the public and
politicians, and achieving substantial publicity
in the media.
Scottish Secretary Alister Jack raised the case
directly with the then-Foreign Secretary Dominic
Raab, who placed the group on an evacuation
priority list.
John Norgrove said: “It was one of the best

phone calls of my life when we finally heard
they’d got out.
“That 46 hours they were at Kabul airport
was traumatic. We were communicating using
voice notes on WhatsApp, and in their messages
all you could hear was constant gunfire in the
background. You realised what a dangerous
position they were in.
“We are grateful for the support of the Scottish
Secretary, the Foreign Secretary and everyone
else who has combined to finally get our staff
and their family to safety in Scotland.
“We’re particularly grateful to the US charity,
the Uplift Afghanistan Fund, as they managed to
get them out of the country when every other
avenue had drawn a blank.”
Scottish Secretary Alister Jack said: “I want to
thank all of those in the UK, the US, Afghanistan
and Qatar who worked so tirelessly to make their
safe passage possible. I’m sure that the sisters
and their family will be warmly welcomed in
Scotland, and we will do all we can to support
them in building a new, secure life in the UK.”

Galson’s foundation
stone returns
T

By Annie Delin

here was a significant moment for
the Galson Estate on Wednesday
27 October as the foundation stone
of Urras Oighreachd Ghabhsainn was
replaced outside the trust’s new HQ.
The stone was carved and placed to
mark the day, 12 January 2007, when
the people of Galson took their land
back into their own hands, founding the
community-owned trust.
Its inscription in Gaelic translates to
‘On this day, 12th January 2007, the
people of Galson Estate took ownership
of their land’ and its unveiling was part of
Latha Mòr Ghabsainn, Galson’s great day
of celebration.
The stone was at that time placed
outside Galson Farm, but was later resited
outside the UOG business centre, where
it remained until a catastrophic fire in the
early hours of 15 February 2019 destroyed

the centre.
Reconstruction of a new building
began soon after post-Covid building
site restrictions were lifted and CalMax
Construction completed the external
cladding in September this year, after a
delay in the materials arriving.
It’s hoped that the fibre broadband
connection being installed by BT will be
completed in early November and other
finishing touches are now being put to the
new building, ahead of handover to Urras
Oighreachd Ghabhsainn.

Work in progress during the rebuild of the new centre (UOG)

The building is similar in size to the
previous premises, but the layout has
been remodelled to create more flexible
and open-plan accommodation.
The placing of the stone is a hugely
symbolic moment for the community,
re-emphasising and celebrating their
determination to grow a strong community The former UOG business centre, with the stone outside it

(John Maher)
on the land.

The stone after it was repositioned

(Agnes Rennie)
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Money from property could it be right for you?

Specialist Equity Release Advisers

01463 216216 01851 605000 07774 813621

www.hirms.co.uk

*This is a lifetime mortgage. To understand the
features and risks, ask for a personalised illustration.
Equity release includes Lifetime Mortgages and Home Reversion
Schemes. We can advise on and arrange Lifetime Mortgages and
will refer to an approved specialist for Home Reversion Schemes.
A fee of £995 on completion will be payable if you
decide to proceed with a mortgage application.

A Scottish Equity Release Company

John MacAskill t/a Highlands & Islands Retirement Mortgage Solutions is an appointed representative of HL Partnership Limited which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

COULD A RETIREMENT
MORTGAGE BE FOR YOU?
J

ohn MacAskill of Highlands & Islands
Retirement Mortgage Solutions is perfectly
positioned to answer that question and
guide clients towards an option that works
for them.
Harris-based John has been involved in
financial services since 1995, starting his own
business in 2003 and, last year, began trading
under the Highlands & Islands Retirement
Mortgage Solutions name. John explains: “The
recent trading name change more accurately
reflects the retirement lending options I can
offer – and the fact that I operate throughout the
Highlands and Islands and all through Scotland.”

financially better off position than before they
started.”
John’s other company, MacAskill Mortgage
and Insurance Services, offers services such as
conventional mortgages, personal or corporate
insurance and help with self-build projects.
John explains: “Self-build projects involve
talking with people who are looking to build in
the near future and helping them determine how
much they can borrow. I guide them through
the whole process from start to finish. Once
I’ve sent away an application form for a client,
I liaise with them and all the other professionals
involved until they put their key in the door.”

One of John’s most popular services includes
advising clients on Lifetime Mortgages, a form
of Equity Release. “Not many advisors are
qualified with equity release, so I specialise in
that area,” explains John.
“Lifetime mortgage product options have
probably doubled in the last two years which,
combined with low rates and flexible features,
increases the appeal of using equity release to
help meet later life financial needs.”
“A lifetime mortgage can be a great option
to free up tax-free funds from a property. Many
people use lifetime mortgages for gifting to
relatives to fund a deposit on a home, home
improvements, wedding costs, or even paying
off an interest only mortgage which is coming
to the end of term. However, not many people
know that a lifetime mortgage can also be used
to help fund the purchase of a property. This is
extremely useful when buying a new home and

where the homeowners don’t want to use all of
their own savings.”
“You have to be over 55 and own your own
house to qualify, but it has a number of benefits.
Equity release schemes offer eligible homeowners
a way of releasing some of the money tied up
in their home, without the need to move. You
simply take out a loan against the value of your
property and you can choose whether to make
any monthly repayments of interest.”
Another option could be Retirement Interest-

Only Mortgages, where the customer pays the
interest each month. The loan is again available
for those over 50 and is secured against the
value of their home.
How does John help his clients decide which
is their best option? He explains: “When I speak
to someone, I explore all the options available to
them. I also offer a free benefits check to make
sure that, if they do get funding, it doesn’t have
an adverse effect on any means-tested benefits
they receive. I want to make sure they’re in a

01463 216216 / 07774813621
& Insurance Services

Specialist Mortgage & Insurance Advisers

Mortgages, Lifetime Mortgages*, Life Insurance, Critical
Illness Cover, Family Protection, Income Protection,
Over 50s Plans, Building & Contents Insurance.

www.mmabs.co.uk

“People are busy with their day-to-day
work – so I make sure to offer flexible times to
meet or chat. I can do evening and weekend
appointments, when required, and I go out of
my way to accommodate clients’ schedules.”
Whatever the option and whatever the
question, John is delighted to help guide clients
through the entire process. To find out more,
visit his new website: www.hirms.co.uk.

Article by
Roz Macaskill

www.hirms.co.uk
MacAskill Mortgage

John prides himself on being accessible
to all his clients. “I’ll spend however much
time it takes to help guide clients through the
process and assist them to make choices they’re
comfortable with.

ISLE OF SKYE
COPYWRITER

skyewriter.co.uk

FOR YOUR MORTGAGE & PROTECTION NEEDS
For a no obligation consultation, Daytime or Evening.
Phone John R MacAskill on: 01851 605000 / 07774813621
Email: john.macaskill@mmabs.co.uk
YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE. IF YOU
DECIDE TO COMPLETE A MORTGAGE APPLICATION THERE WILL BE A FEE FOR MORTGAGE ADVICE OF £395.
*This is a lifetime mortgage, to understand the features and risks please ask for a personalised illustration.

John MacAskill t/a MacAskill Mortgage & Insurance Services is an Appointed Representative of
HL Partnership Limited which is Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority
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COMHAIRLE NAN EILEAN SIAR
ADVICE ON WINTER TRAVEL

COMHAIRLE NAN EILEAN SIAR
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CONTACT TELEPHONE NUMBERS

CUSTOMER
SERVICES
CONTACT
TELEPHONE
NUMBERS

Telephone No: 01851 600502

CUSTOMER SERVICES

FAIRE
ATTENTION ALL
DRIVERS
INTRAVEL
THE WESTERN ISLES Telephone
ADVICE
ON WINTER
No: 01851 600502
(Emergency out of hours)

“LOOK
FORINICE
SNOW”
ATTENTION
ALL OUT
DRIVERS
THEAND
WESTERN
ISLES

Telephone No: 01851 701702

FAIRE
(Emergency out of hours)
Telephone No: 01851 701702

The policy on snow clearing and gritting operations within the Western Isles is:“LOOK
OUT
ICE AND
1. Salting and gritting
for ice and
light FOR
snow conditions
will beSNOW”
restricted to the hours between 6am and 6pm.
2. The working hours during heavy snow conditions will be extended as necessary subject to the resources
The available.
policy on snow clearing and gritting operations within the Western Isles is:1.3.
Salting
and gritting
for for
ice treatment
and light snow
conditions
willand
be restricted
to the hours
between
6amprincipal
and 6pm.
The order
of priority
will be
inter island
main distribution
roads,
important
roads
2. The
hours
heavy snow conditions will be extended as necessary subject to the resources
andworking
thereafter
all during
other roads.
available.
4.
Salting and gritting on Sundays, public holidays and core school holidays will be restricted to priority 1 & 2
routes.
3. The
order of priority for treatment will be inter island and main distribution roads, important principal roads

and thereafter
all other roads.
DRIVERS
TRAVELLING
AFTER 6PM IN WINTER CONDITIONS SHOULD THEREFORE EXERCISE
4.EXTRA
Salting and
gritting
Sundays,
holidays
core
school OF
holidays
will be restricted to priority 1 & 2
CARE
FORon
THEIR
OWNpublic
SAFETY
ANDand
THE
SAFETY
OTHERS
routes.
PRIORITY

ROUTE TARGET COMPLETION TIME

Drivers are reminded that before they commence

DRIVERS
TRAVELLING7.30
AFTER
6PM IN WINTER
CONDITIONS
THEREFORE EXERCISE
any winter
journeys SHOULD
they should:P1.
am
EXTRA
CARE FOR THEIR
OWN SAFETY AND THE SAFETY OF OTHERS
8.30 am
P2.
P3.
PRIORITY

P1.P4.
P2.

1) Consider the need to travel, if so plan your journey.
2)
Check Weather Forecast.
9.30 am
ROUTE TARGET COMPLETION
TIME
Drivers
are reminded
before
they commence
3) Make
sure yourthat
vehicle
is ready
for a journey in poor weather.
Treatment only in persistent icyany
winter
journeys
they
should:4)
Consider what you might need in an emergency.
7.30 am
conditions following
completion of
Allow extra time for your journey.
5)
higher priority routes
8.30 am

Priority details and the Winter Maintenance Policy can
be
found on the Comhairle’s9.30
web am
site at:
P3.

http:/www.cne-siar.gov.uk

P4.

Treatment only in persistent icy
conditions following completion of
higher priority routes

Consider the need to travel, if so plan your journey.
Check Weather Forecast.
Make sure your vehicle is ready for a journey in poor weather.
Further advice is available from the Scottish Government Web Site
Consider what you might need in an emergency.
at….. http://www.readyscotland.org/
Allow extra time for your journey.

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

Priority details and the Winter Maintenance Policy can
be found on the Comhairle’s web site at:

http:/www.cne-siar.gov.uk
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Remembering a
land of milk and…
By John Dory

EVENTS - Page 11

Lemon rice pudding
• 150g pudding rice.

Oven 150C/130C fan/ Gas2

• 50g brown sugar.

Grease the dish and sit on a baking tray.

• 410 ml Carnation milk.

Put the rice and sugar into the dish and pour
over the two milks and bean paste.

• 1 tsp vanilla bean paste.
• Grated nutmeg, according to taste.

Top with the grated nutmeg.

• 25g butter.

O

nce upon a time in a little village in
Lewis a crofter had a docile dairy cow.
Every morning and night, this brown cow was
milked in the byre and a big enamel pail, full of
milk, would be brought into the kitchen. What
happened to the milk then was none of my
business although I sometimes milked the cow
when the regular milkmaid was in church or at
a cèilidh with another Cailleach in the village.

There was always a big jug of milk on the
table and cream and home made butter were
produced but never by the menfolk in the house,
either old or young, as it was taboo for us to
interfere in the processes associated with the
milk. Sometimes, when a calf was imminent and
the cow had gone dry, we had to source our milk
from a neighbour whose cow was still in full
milk production mode.
The Sabbath, in those far off days, seemed to
us youngsters to last at least 48 hours, so it was
a tremendous treat on Sunday nights to be asked
to go to “Maiseag’s” house with the enamel pail
for our milk. This process would be reciprocated
when “Maiseag’s” family were faced with the
same situation with their cow. The Sunday night
treat also came with a challenge as I was always
offered a cup of warm, unpasteurised milk when
the milk was brought in from the byre. In those
days, you refused nothing but blows.
This reminiscence was triggered last week
when an “alternative milk” story was flooding
the internet thanks to a TikTok story about a type
of milk which I have never tasted. Apparently,

Lidl the supermarket chain, had to recall a batch
of its own-brand oat milk after a campaign by a
TikTok user who goes under the name @ lunahtic
that the Lidl oat milk was lumpy and sour.
To those unfamiliar with oat milk, it is vegan
friendly and made from oats but also enriched
with things such as calcium which is essential
for bone development. It is low in unsaturated fat
and is creamy with a slightly powdery aftertaste.
Apparently, it won’t split when heated and is good
for making white sauce. There are many other
alternatives to cows milk now widely available.
These include “milk” made from almonds, hemp,
soya, coconut and even rice. Almond milk, for
example, is a blend of almonds and spring water
fortified with calcium and vitamins. Brands vary
the amount of almonds used in their products
and also add emulsifiers and stabilisers. Almond
milk is good for vegans and anyone who has to
avoid cows milk for medical or ethical reasons.
Coconut milk is sweeter but also has vitamins
added. It is lower in protein than cows milk
but has a higher level of saturated fat than most
other plant-based options. It is light with a hint
of coconut, as one would expect, and is great for
baking as it won’t overpower a recipe when it
is used in it. Both coconut milk and coconut oil
have become incredibly popular in recent years
due to their positive health properties.
Cows milk is a product that has been
consumed by humans since cows first appeared
on the scene. It is versatile and contains a whole
range of essential things like proteins, calcium
and magnesium amongst other things. However,
some people find cows milk difficult to digest

Naidheachdan

Mix well then add the lemon zest and sultanas.
Finally, add small blobs of butter.

• 1 lemon zested.
• Handful of sultanas.
• 900 ml or 1.5 pints whole milk.
• A two pint or 1.4 litre ovenproof dish greased
with butter.

and others are simply allergic to milk. For the
vast majority of us there is no difficulty with milk
although some avoid it for ethical reasons. Milk
is enshrined in our language with many common
expressions containing the word milk as in “the
land of milk and honey” ;“ the milk of human
kindness”; and, “ there’s no use crying over spilt
milk” to name but a few. According to a recent
survey, over 80% of our population still drink
cows milk on a daily basis. However, plantbased varieties of “milk” are certainly increasing
in popularity with, for example, sales of oat milk
in the UK in 2020 valued at £146 million.
There are basically four main types of cows
milk available on most supermarket shelves
today. Whole milk contains between 3-4 %
milk fat whilst reduced fat contains 2% milk fat.
Low fat milk comes in at 1 % and there is also
fat-free milk which is also known as skimmed
milk. Around 99% of milk sold in the UK is heattreated to kill harmful bacteria and improve its
shelf life. Jersey and Guernsey milk from Jersey
cows has a particularly rich and creamy taste
but is higher in calories and fat content than
regular milk. This type of milk tends to have
visible cream line and is sometimes promoted

Carefully transfer to the middle shelf in the
oven.
Bake for two and a quarter hours but stir after
45 minutes.
If you don’t want a skin on top, cover with foil.
as “breakfast milk.” UHT or long life milk is
ultra-heat-treated to a temperature of 135C and
then packaged into sterile cartons to ensure
that it stays fresh for longer. Sometimes, due to
particular circumstances there is no other option
available for some than UHT milk.
And let’s not forget evaporated and condensed
milk which have been available in tins ever since
I can remember. Condensed milk has a thick
consistency and a yellow colour and has sugar
added. It is often used for making toffee, caramel
and fudge. It was also known as the fishermen’s
friend as a strong mug of tea with a good splash
of condensed milk on a cold day on the high seas
was the preferred choice of many fishermen. At
one time a dried milk powder called Millac was
also very popular when the cows ran dry and
although I haven’t seen it anywhere for years it is
still available today, according to Google.
This was one of my favourite puddings whilst
I was growing up and it’s really delicious on
a cold, dismal November evening. For extra
oomph, this recipe used a tin of Carnation milk
although you could omit this and just use milk.

News from Comunn Eachdraidh Nis

Làrach-lìn ùr / Our new website is now live!

Late Night shopping dates for your diary

Taisbeanadh ùr / New exhibition now open

Our gift shop will be open
until 9pm on
Thursday 25th November
and
Thursday 2nd December
for
late night

An-deidh mìosan de dh’ obair, tha làrach-lìn ùr Chomunn Eachdraidh Nis beò air loidhne aig www.nesshistorical.
co.uk. Tha sinn taingeil do dh’Iomairt na Gàidhealtachd ’s nan Eilean, Comhairle nan Eilean Siar, Museums Galleries
Scotland agus Bòrd na Gàidhlig airson an taic a chuir iad ris a’ phròiseact seo. Taing cuideachd do ICT Services agus
Web Integrations ann an Stonehaven.
▶ Thoiribh sùil timcheall an togalaich le cuairt bhiortail
▶ Leughaibh an clàr-bidhe mus tadhail sibh
▶ Faighibh fiosrachadh mu na taisbeanaidhean a tha againn an-dràsta
▶ Ceannaichibh rud sa bhùth!
▶ Thoiribh a-mach ballrachd còmhla rinn
(£10.00 gach bliadhna)
▶ Leughaibh mun taigh-tasgaidh
After many months of work, we are delighted that our new website nesshistorical.co.uk is now live. New features of the site include a
new online shop, a 360 degree virtual tour of our building, details on our museum along with current and previous exhibitions, the
opportunity to take our membership with us and a chance to view our menu before you visit.We offer a free Click and Collect service
from our online shop too (as well as normal postage rates). Our thanks to Highlands and Islands Enterprise, Comhairle nan Eilean
Siar, Museum Galleries Scotland and Bòrd nan Gàidhlig for their assistance with this project. Thanks also to Iain Campbell at ICT
Services and Web Integrations, Stonehaven.

www.nesshistorical.co.uk

shopping

Eadar Talamh is Tìr

Bidh fàilte oirbh

An exhibition by local artists
Màiri Gillies (High Borve)
and
Sandra Kennedy (Lochs)

Please note!
Comunn Eachdraidh Nis
will be closed on
Wednesday 24th November.
Open as usual
Thursday 25th
and
Friday 26th November.

Facebook: Comunn Eachdraidh Nis

Instagram: @comunneachdraidhnis
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Advocacy is with you
every step of the way
The Speak Out Group

04/11/21 - 01/12/21

Speak out
Group
T

“We’ll Meet Again”
C
O
R
O
N
A

Cannot meet we’ve been told
Once Corona took a hold
Remember all the new guidelines
Over and over many times
Never do this, never do that
And always keep two metres apart

V Very hard not seeing family and friends
I It feels like lockdown never ends
R Re-met old friends when we learned
to zoom
U United in our virtual room
S Seeing each other we are over the moon
S Sharing, caring, laughing together
O Offering hope when we feel under
the weather
G Getting together is our aim
The Speak Out Group is our Name!

he Speak Out Group (SOG) is the voice
and opinions of 18 adults with a learning
disability enabled and supported through
Advocacy Western Isles since 2006. This group
meets weekly and discusses issues which affect
them both locally and nationally. Historically
they have dealt with issues around ferry
services, winter road safety and hospital care,
signage, and information leaflets. The group
use Drama and a project titled SMILE – See Me
I Want to Live Equally. This lets the community
know what adaptations are sometimes required
for their individual needs when accessing
services or when to treat them just the same
as everyone else. If your organization is
interested in SMILE training, please contact us.
During 2020 as the impact of the restrictions of
Coronavirus were felt across the islands our group
were not able to meet face to face. Technology
and zoom provided a partial answer, the impact
was still felt, and the group wrote the poem
above expressing their feelings at the time. We
are soon to meet once more and will continue
to use technology to link in with members of the
group who have moved off island. For any further
information please feel free to contact Advocacy
Western Isles on 01851701755 or email office@
advocacywi.co.uk

sles
I
n
r
e
t
s
Volunteer Centre We

Give a gift,
light up a life

Chance to
learn Gaelic
SpeakGaelic learning opportunities are now available on
the West Side. Following a successful introductory meeting,
Bragar and Arnol Community Trust says it is delighted to
be able to provide SpeakGaelic learning opportunities in
Grinneabhat, Bragar with classes each Monday at 6pm.
Anyone wishing to join a class should contact 01851 710210 or
murdo.morrison@bragararnol.org

This Christmas, Volunteer Centre Western Isles would like to help local groups
to reach out to people in our community. Could your group organise a small
project to give out a written card with a message and / or a small gift to
those who may need an extra smile this Christmas?
Our aim is that lots of groups and organisations across the Western Isles
will volunteer to plan their own small ‘Give a Gift, Light up a Life’ act of
kindness project this Christmas to help improve links between people within
our communities.
If your group would like to organise your own project, here is a step by step list of things to
think about when planning your project. This structure will help you to achieve a successful
project and spread a little kindness this Christmas.
Choose your target group / e.g. age group/ geographic area/ elderly/ socially isolated
people/ families/ parents/ children and young people/ service users that your
organisation works with
Agree on who will be eligible within that group
Will you give out hand written cards with messages of kindness and /or appropriate
gifts or both?
If giving out gifts, agree what appropriate gifts may be and a suggested price limit;
Are other people in your area running this campaign? How will you ensure there is no
duplication, e.g. can you work together? Could you choose to give to different groups to
avoid duplication. E.g. one group target elderly, another families
Agree your timescale and ensure you have plenty of time for;
• Promotion and advertising, if required
• Collection of donations
• Wrapping of gifts and organising cards
• Distribution and delivery
If you are asking for community donations, organise where your drop off will be,
e.g. days and times

Could your organisation or
group plan a community act of
kindness this Christmas?
Our step by step planning guide
is here to help.

Spread a little kindness
this Christmas

If you have a drop off point, will it meet current COVID guidelines for health and
safety and allow for social distancing? The Volunteer Centre can provide you with
information on this
Organise people to wrap gifts. If you would like help to find volunteers for this, please
get in touch and we may be able to assist
Organise people to distribute gifts in community to your target groups

Visit www.volunteercentrewi.org
for the latest links to COVID-19
guidelines for volunteer involving groups.

When organising volunteers, please consider
health and safety at every stage.
Please ensure national COVID-19 guidelines are
being worked to at every stage.

For more info contact
01851700366
info@volunteercentrewi.org

04/11/21 - 01/12/21
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Boost for Hebridean
Community Garden
T

he Hebridean Community Garden, a
horticultural project based at the Clan
Macquarrie Community Centre (CMCC)
and jointly managed by CMCC and Urras
Oighreahd Ghabhsainn, has been selected
as one of the 29 recipients of the Island
Communities Fund.
The Garden, situated in Borve, has received
£48,361.40, which will be used to improve
ventilation in existing polycrubs, upgrade
parking facilities, and see the construction
of a further polycrub amongst other key
developments.
Christopher Smail, Project Coordinator at
the Hebridean Community Garden, said: “This
generous award from the Island Communities
Fund will help to transform the Garden and lead
it in all kinds of new and exciting directions.
“The grant allows us to greatly improve
the infrastructure at our Clan Macquarrie
Community Centre location, as we can now
benefit from a new polycrub, improved
ventilation in the existing ones, fresh tarmacking
for the parking area adjacent to the garden and
lots of new growing space.”
The Island Communities Fund, managed by
Inspiring Scotland on behalf of the Scottish

Government, is backed by £2 million of
Scottish Government funding, which comes
from the £9.5 million committed to the Islands
Programme for 2021/22. Grants of up to
£150,000 each were awarded to 29 community
organisations and businesses across 23 islands.
Only eight organisations throughout the whole
of the Outer Hebrides were successful in
receiving a grant.
At present, the Garden has two fully kittedout polycrubs, raised beds for community
use, a tool shed and a sensory garden, with
growing space available for those interested in
gardening and growing.
The Garden has also hosted a number of
community events, most recently teaching
young people about autumn and winter
gardening at the school holiday programme
‘Plòigh’.
From Thursday 28 October, the gardeners are
running a regular weekly honesty box system
for fresh vegetables grown in their polycrubs
and raised beds.
The fresh and affordable produce will be
made available in careful selections designed
to provide variety and tasty options such as
kale, pak choi and assorted lettuces.

Children at October Plòigh 2021 learn to plant tulips.

Volunteer Centre Western Isles encourages groups
to ‘Give a Gift, Light up a Life’ this Christmas
V

olunteer Centre Western Isles have launched a step by step Hospital chaplaincy to gift to those they supported over Christmas.
guide for community groups, third sector organisations
Charlie Nicolson commented “This campaign shows the massive
and churches to run their own ‘Give a Gift, Light up a Life’ difference small acts of kindness in our communities can make to
project, and spread a little kindness this Christmas.
people. With people still feeling isolated, particularly due to COVID,
Launched this week by Charlie Nicolson in Lewis and Alasdair
Allan, MSP in Uist, the ‘Give a Gift, Light Up a Life’ campaign
aims to encourage volunteering to bring a smile to those who
may be isolated in our communities. Groups and organisations
are being encouraged to organise their own local campaigns in
their local areas.

making contact with people who might be isolated in our community is
more important than ever.”

If you would like to donate gifts or handwritten cards for over
16s, there will be drop off points from 1st November with more
added over the next month:
• Western Isles Library (old café) in Stornoway
•Volunteer Centre Western Isles Offices:
- Old Primary School, Tarbert, Harris

If your group or organisation would like to get involved in ‘Give a
Gift, Light up a Life’ this Christmas, you can download the guide from
www.volunteercentrewi.org or contact info@volunteercentrewi.org
01851700366 to request a printed copy of the guide.

• Uist - UCVO Thrift shop, MacGillivrays, Bayhead Shop, Co-op
branches in Daliburgh, Creagorry and Sollas

Alasdair Allan MSP, with Vicki Manchester Volunteer Centre
Development Worker, Uist

Pairc and North Lochs campaign, Christmas 2020

- Am Bothan, Northbay, Isle of Barra

The step by step guide supports groups to get involved by
planning their own small acts of kindness projects to improve links
between people within communities.
Suzanne Macaulay, Volunteer Centre Western Isles Manager
said: “There are many people, particularly older people, within
our communities who do not see anyone over the festive period or
receive cards or a gift. This can be a very difficult time of year for
those who feel isolated or lonely and a small gift and/ or card with
a message donated to this appeal could make a huge difference,
so they know that others in our community are thinking of them.
This campaign encourages community volunteering to help make
a difference this winter.”
This is the third year of the campaign, which is expanding
every year in partnership with a growing number of agencies.
Sue Long, NHS Western Isles, commented: “The mPower team
have worked with Volunteer Centre Western Isles since 2019
to deliver the ‘Give a Gift, Light a Life’ Campaign which links
well to our mPower Community Navigators, who support those
aged 18 or over, living with long term conditions, to live safely,
independently and well at home as they are often socially isolated
and living in our rural communities. The generosity of the public
has been amazing and the appreciation of the recipients heartfelt;
for some individuals it has been the only Christmas gift they have
received, for others the fact that people had been kind enough to
donate a gift has touched them deeply.”
Last year, even in the midst of the pandemic, donations and
deliveries continued with a main drop off point in Stornoway
and the North Lochs Community Association (NLCA) and Pairc
Community Council volunteers donating widely to people in their
area, alongside Barvas school staff, Alzheimer’s Scotland and other
community groups across the islands taking part. Staff at the Harris
Distillery decided that instead of running their Secret Santa, they
would buy and donate gifts to the campaign. Last year also saw the
campaign being extended across the Western Isles, with drop off
points in Uist and Barra. Any gifts which were not distributed by
the NHS Community Navigators were given to the Western Isles

Charlie Nicolson, Suzanne Macaulay Volunteer Centre Manager, Sue
Long NHS Western Isles
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Oifigearan ùr aig Comunn nam Pàrant Naidheachdan

T

hoisich Anne Ramsay agus June Ghreumach ag
obair do Chomunn nam Pàrant mar Oifeagaran
Trath Ìrean anns an Lunasdal.

‘S e dreuchd ùr a th’ ann agus tha sinn ag amas air
pàrantan a bhrosnachadh Gàidhlig a chleachdadh le
clann òg aois 0-3. Bidh sinn a’ dèanamh sin ann an doigh
spòrsail a tha fosgailte do a h-uile daoine bho feadhainn
a tha fileanta gu luchd-ionnsachaidh agus daoine aig
nach eil Gàidhlig. Tha eanchainn clann beaga gu math
fosgailte agus tha e furasta dhaibh cànan eile a thogail ach
feumadh iad an cànan a chluinntinn.
Tha sinn ‘n dòchas taic a chur ri pàrantan Gàidhlig a
bhruidhinn ris a’ chlann agus Gàidhlig a chleachdadh aig
an taigh. Bidh sinn a’ ruith seiseanan cluiche Gàidhlig
ann diofar àiteachan ann an Leòdhas agus na Hearadh.
‘S e cothrom a th’ ann tighinn còmhla airson cluich,

A

nne Ramsay and June Graham began working
as Early Year Development Officers at Commun
nam Pàrant in August.
It’s a new post and we are hoping to encourage parents
to use Gaelic with their young children in the 0-3 age
group. We will do this in a fun way that is open to everyone
from fluent speakers to learners and those with no Gaelic at
all. A baby or young child is able to learn any language and
they just have to hear it regularly in order for this to happen.
We hope to support parents in speaking Gaelic to their
children and using the language at home. It’s important
not to wait until the child goes to Sgoil Araich or school
before introducing them to Gaelic. We will be running thig
a chluich Gaelic play sessions in various locations around

àidhlig

ealan agus seinn ’s rannan agus bidh cupan teatha ann
cuideachd. Tha sinn ‘n dòchas gum bi na seiseanan
freagarrach dhan a h-uile daoine agus gun ionnsaich
pàrantan còmhla ris a’ chlann ann an doigh sporsail.
Tha sinn ag iarraidh taic a chur ri buidhnean pàrant ’s
pàiste cuideachd. Ma tha sibh ag iarraidh buidhean pàrant
‘s pàiste Gàidhlig a steidheachadh cur fios thugainn. Leig
fios thugainn cuideachd ma tha sibh ag iarraidh gun
tadhal sinn air buidheann pàrant ’s pàiste (Gaidhlig no
Beurla) gus seinn ‘s rann a dheanamh sa Gàidhlig.
Coimhead air an duilleag Facebook again Thuig a
Chluich nan Eilean Siar airson barrachd fiosrachadh.
Cuiridh sinn suas faclan feumail, bhideothan goirid agus
orain simplidh gus taic a thoirt dhaibh.
https://www.facebook.com/thigachluichnaneileansiar

Lewis and Harris. This gives parents, grandparents and
carers the opportunity to gather together for play, craft and
songs and rhymes. There will also be a cup of tea. We aim
to make the sessions suitable for everyone so that parents
can learn alongside their children in a fun, relaxed way.
We also want to support parent and toddler groups. If
you are interested in setting up a Gaelic toddler group
then get in touch. We are also able to drop into toddler
groups to do Gaelic songs and stories and can do this for
groups that run in either English or Gaelic.
Check our Facebook page, Thig a Chluich nan Eilean
Siar, for more information. We will post useful words and
phrases, short videos, sound files and simple songs to help
support you and your child.

Anne Ramsay anne@cnag.org

June Ghreumach june@cnag.org

Spòrs Gàidhlig aig Sgoil an Tairbeirt
B

a-mach air bùird-seasamh ann an Rèinigeadal. ’S
e cothrom uabhasach math a bh’ ann is bha tòrr
spòrs againn. Chunnaic sinn beathaichean mar
ròin, peileagan, iolaire no dhà, agus tòrr mhuirtèachdan.

ho chionn ghoirid, fhuair sgoilearan bho
chlasaichean Gàidhlig ÀS1-3 ann an Sgoil
An Tairbeirt cothrom pàirt a ghabhail ann
an latha Spòrs Gàidhlig a chaidh a chur air
dòigh le Mgr. D. Moireach. Bha latha mu
seach aig na clasaichean, fileantaich is luchdionnsachaidh, airson pàirt a ghabhail ann an
spòrs-uisge far an robh clann a’ cleachdadh
na Gàidhlig ann an suidheachadh nàdarra air
taobh a-muigh na sgoile.

Bha a’ mhuir uabhasach socair is bha e gu math
furasta a ghluasad anns an uisge! Thòisich sinn
ann an Rèinigeadal is chaidh sinn mun cuairt an
oisein gu Loch Trolamàraig. Chaidh sinn a-steach
gu uamh bheag is an uair sin chun a’ chladaich an
sin is fhuair sinn an dìnnear againn.

Chaidh a’ chlann gu Rèinigeadal agus
Moilingeanais far an do chleachd iad bùirdseasamh, agus bha iad cuideachd ri claiseachd
ann am Màraig. ‘S e deagh chothrom a bh’ ann do
chloinn a bhith an sàs ann an tachartas spòrsail agus
a bhith a’ bruidhinn na Gàidhlig aig an aon àm.
SEO NA BEACHDAN A BH’ AIG CUID DE NA
SGOILEARAN AIR AN TACHARTAS:
Isobel Craig & Fiona Langley, ÀS2:
“Air Diciadain 22 den t-Sultain, chaidh clas S2b
gu Rèinigideal airson a dhol air bùird-seasamh.
An toiseach, fhuair sinn deiseachan-fliuch agus
brògan freagarrach agus chaidh sinn air bus gu
Rèinigeadal.
Nuair a ràinig sinn, bha na meanbh-chuileagan
gu math dona agus bha feum againn a ruith leis
na bùird-seasamh sìos dhan chladach. Fhuair sinn
leasanan air ciamar a tha thu a’ togail nan ràmh
is ciamar a tha thu a’ fuireach nad sheasamh,

is an uair sin bha sinn deiseil airson falbh gu
Moilingeanais.
Bha sinn a-muigh air an uisge airson uair a thìde
gu leth agus bha tìmcheall air 30 peileag a’ snàmh
ri ar taobh. Bha e gu math snog agus bha a’ ghrìan
a’ deàrrsadh. Stad sinn air tràigh Throlomàraig
airson àm bìdh agus mhothaich sinn nach robh
againn ach trì bagannan an àite ceithir! Bha
sinn air am biadh aig Isobel, Bella is Christopher
fhàgail air a’ chladach ann an Rèinigeadal! Ach,
gu fortanach, fhuair iad biadh bho Dhòmhnall

agus Coinneach, na fir-teagaisg againn.
Às dèidh sin, dh’fhalbh sinn gu taobh eile a’
bhàigh, far an robh uamh mhòr agus chaidh sinn
thuice. An uair sin, rinn sinn ar slighe air ais agus
leum sinn uile far na bùird againn aig an deireadh.
Tha a h-uile duine ag aontachadh gun robh an
latha gu math spòrsail agus bidh sinn uile airson a
dhèanamh a-rithist!”
Seamus MacAoidh, ÀS2:
“Air Diciadain 22 den t-Sultain, chaidh sinn

As dèidh na dìnneir, chaidh sinn a-null
gu Moilingeanais. Tha dà thaigh ann am
Moilingeanais is, mura bheil bàta agad, ’s e àite
uabhasach doirbh a th’ ann airson faighinn thuige.
Às dèidh Mhoilingeanais, chaidh sinn seachad
air Loch Trolamàraig a-rithist agus seachad air
Rèinigeadal is mun cuairt an oisein. Chunnaic sinn
dithis ag iasgach a thàinig à Newcastle! Chaidh
sinn a-steach do dh’uamh eile an sin ach cha b’
urrainn dhuinn a dhol ro fhada a-steach oir bha an
t-uisge a’ tighinn a-steach is a-mach.
An uair sin thòisich sinn a’ dol air ais gu
Rèinigeadal is leum sinn uile far na bùird; bha
sinn uabhasach spòrsail. ‘S e cothrom uabhasach
spòrsail a bh’ ann is bha e math a bhith a’
bruidhinn Gàidhlig taobh a-muigh na sgoile. Nam
biodh cothrom againn ri seo a dhèanamh a-rithist,
tha mi a’ smaoineachadh gum biodh a h-uile
duine anns a’ chlas againn ga dhèanamh!”

Spòrs Gàidhlig at Sir E Scott School
R

ecently Gaelic pupils in S1-3 at Sir
E Scott School in Tarbert were given
the opportunity to participate in a “Spòrs
Gàidhlig” day that had been organised by Mr
D. Murray. Each class, fluents and learners,
were allocated a day to take part in water
sports where pupils used Gaelic in a natural
setting outwith the school.
They went to Reinigadale and Mollinginish where
they used paddleboards, and also had a go at gorge
scrambling in Maaruig. This was a great opportunity
for the young people to get involved in fun activities
while speaking Gaelic at the same time.
HERE IS WHAT SOME OF THE PUPILS
HAD TO SAY ABOUT THE EVENT:

Isobel Craig & Fiona Langley, S2:
“On Wednesday 22nd September, class S2b
went to Reinigadale for paddleboarding. First of
all, we were given wet suits and suitable shoes and
then went by bus to Reinigadale.
When we arrived, the midges were terrible and
we had to run with the paddleboards down to the
beach. We got lessons in how to lift the paddles
and how to stay upright, and then we were ready
to leave for Mollinginish.
We were out on the water for 1.5 hours and
about 30 porpoises swam beside us. It was really
nice and the sun was shining. We stopped at
Trolamaraig beach for food and noticed that we
only had three bags instead of four! We had left
Isobel, Bella and Christopher’s food on the beach

at Reinigadale! Fortunately, however, they got food
from Dòmhnall and Coinneach, our instructors.
After that, we set off to the other side of the bay
where there was a big cave which we went to.
Then we were on our way back and in the end we
all jumped off our boards.
Everyone agrees that this was a fun day and we
all want to do it again!”
Seamus Mackay, S2:
On Wednesday 22nd September, we went out
on paddleboards at Reinigadale. This was a great
opportunity and we had loads of fun. We saw wild
animals such as seals, porpoises, an eagle or two,
and plenty of jellyfish.
The sea was incredibly calm and it was
really easy to move in the water! We started at

Reinigadale and went around the corner to Loch
Trolamaraig. We went into a small cave and then
to the shore there, where we had food.
After food, we went across to Mollinginish. There
are two houses in Mollinginish and, if you haven’t
got a boat, it is a very difficult place to get to. After
Mollinginish, we went past Loch Trolamaraig again,
past Reinigadale and around the corner. We saw
two men fishing who had come from Newcastle!
We went into another cave but could not go too far
as the water was coming in and out.
Then we started heading back for Reinigadale
and we all jumped off our boards; it was great fun.
This was a really fun occasion and it was good
speaking Gaelic outside of school. If we had the
opportunity to do this again, I think everyone in
our class would do it!”
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Filmmakers invited to enter Gaelic short film competition FilmG 2022

S

assistance available, FilmG allows filmmakers of all levels to have
a go.

cotland’s prestigious Gaelic short film competition, FilmG,
launches this week in a bid to find the next generation of
talented Gaelic filmmakers.

Debbie MacKay, FilmG Project Manager at Cànan Graphic Studio
(CGS) said: “We want to help all those young people who aspire to
work in film, TV or even TikTok.

FilmG is funded by Gaelic media organisation MG ALBA, and
delivered by Cànan Graphic Studio (CGS) based in Skye.

“Young people are constantly making films on their phones,
whether five seconds on Snapchat or hours long live streams on
Twitch, and we want to develop those practical skills into making
fantastic short films.”

The competition offers young filmmakers an alternative route into
working in Gaelic media and since it began in 2008 it has received
over 1,000 entries.
With dozens of young people ‘graduating’ through the competition
into media industry jobs, FilmG has seen entrants go on to do great
things, including starring in Netflix series’ The Innocents and working
behind the scenes at the Olympics.
Last year the competition had a record number of entries, over
100 in total, from both new and experienced filmmakers who used
the limitations of lockdown to their advantage and showed their
talent for creativity through innovative filming techniques and a
variety of subject matters.
And for the first time, a specially created awards programme
was broadcast exclusively on BBC ALBA in place of the traditional
awards ceremony in the Old Fruitmarket, Glasgow, due to Covid
restrictions.

With the FilmG judges recognising skills such as directing, acting
and scripting - and new categories aimed at original social media
style shorts, the public will also get to vote on their favourite films in
the people’s choice categories.

This year, filmmakers will be tasked with creating a film based on
the theme of Lorg (Find/Seek) and with twenty awards up for grabs,
the FilmG judges will have a tough time to help unearth the Gaelic
Steven Spielberg.
Schools and communities are encouraged to take part with special
awards aimed directly at them, and with workshops and industry

MG ALBA’s Murdo MacSween, FilmG Project Supervisor, said:
“After a record-breaking year, we are very pleased to announce
the launch of this year’s competition and after a year of having to
readjust we hope to make FilmG 2022 the most successful one yet.”
The deadline for entries is December 13, with the awards
ceremony to take place at the Fruitmarket in Glasgow on February
18, 2022.
For more information, visit www.filmg.co.uk

Fàilte ro Fhilmeadairean cur a-steach airson farpais film goirid Gàidhlig FilmG 2022

C

haidh FilmG, farpais film goirid na h-Alba, a chur air bhog
le dòchas gun tèid an ath ghinealach de thàlant Gàidhlig
a lorg.
Bhon a thòisich e ann an 2008, the FilmG air còrr is 1000
intrigidheann fhaicinn, a’ tabhann slighe eile do dh’filmeadairean
òga a bhith ag obair anns na meadhanan Gàidhlig.
Le dusanan de dhaoine òga a’ ceumnachadh’ tron cho-fharpais
gu obraichean ann an gnìomhachas nam meadhanan, tha FilmG
air filmeadairean fhaicinn a chaidh air adhart gu bhith a’ dèanamh
rudan mòra nam measg a bhith nan rionnagan air Netflix agus ag
obair air cùl chùisean aig na h-Olympaigs.
An-uiridh, chunnacas an àireamh as àirde de dh’inntrigidhean gu
FilmG le filmeadairean ùra agus eòlaichte a’ cleachdadh crìochan a’
ghlasaidh airson cruthalachd a thaisbeanadh, ged a bha againn ri na
duaisean ann an Glaschu a chur gu aon taobh air sgàth Covid agus
na àite prògram duaisean a-mhàin dha BBC ALBA a chuir air dòigh
airson a’ chiad uair.

Am-bliadhna, bidh aig na filmeadairean ri film a chruthachadh
stèidhichte air a’ chuspair Lorg (Find/Seek) agus le fichead duais
ri thogail, chan e obair furasta a bhios aig britheamhan FilmG gus
cuideachadh le Steven Spielberg na Gàidhlig a lorg.
Thathas a’ brosnachadh sgoiltean is coimhearsnachdan a thighinn
còmhla agus pàirt a ghabhail le duaisean sònraichte a tha ag amas
orra gu sònraichte, agus le bùthan-obrach agus taic gnìomhachais rim
faighinn, tha FilmG a’ leigeil le filmeadairean aig gach ìre feuchainn
air a’ cho-fharpais.
Thuirt Debbie NicAoidh, Manaidsear FilmG aig CGS: “Tha sinn
airson an òigridh air fad a tha ag iarraidh obair ann am film, Tbh no
fiù ’s TikTok a chuideachadh.
“Tha daoine òga an-còmhnaidh a’ dèanamh fhilmichean air na
fònaichean aca, ge bith an e còig diogan air Snapchat no sruthan beò
uair a thìde air Twitch, agus tha sinn airson nan sgilean practaigeach
sin a leasachadh gu bhith a’ dèanamh fhilmichean goirid sgoinneil.”

Le diùraidh FilmG ag aithneachadh sgilean leithid stiùireadh agus
cleasachd agus sgrìobhadh – agus roinnean ùra a tha ag amas air
filmichean goirid ann an stoidhle nam meadhanan sòisealta, gheibh
am poball cuideachd cothrom bhòtadh air na filmichean as fhèarr
leotha ann an roinnean, ‘Roghainn an t-Sluaigh’.
Thuirt Murchadh MacSuain aig MG ALBA, Stiùireadair Pròiseact
FilmG: “Às dèidh bliadhna aig ìre nas àirde, tha sinn glè thoilichte
ainmeachadh gu bheil farpais na bliadhna seo air a chur air bhog
agus às dèidh bliadhna a bhith againn airson rudan atharrachadh
tha sinn an dòchas gur e FilmG14 a’ cho-fharpais as soirbheachaile
gu ruige seo.”
’S e 13 Dùbhlachd an ceann-latha airson intrigidheann, agus thèid
na duaisean a chumail aig an Old Fruitmarket ann an Glaschu air 18
Gearran 2022.
Airson tuilleadh fiosrachaidh mu mar a chuireas tu a-steach agus
airson an liosta air fad de roinnean fhaicinn, faic làrach-lìn FilmG aig
www.filmg.co.uk

Three Colleges Embark on Merger Project

L

ews Castle College UHI, North Highland College UHI and West
Highland College UHI align to unlock new opportunities for
students, staff and local communities in the Highlands and
Islands.

Joint statement from the College Principals
“We believe this is a unique opportunity to develop
a new college of scale and impact that serves and supports
around 9000 students in 20 remote rural and island campus
locations across the Highlands, Skye and the Western Isles.

Three colleges are involved in a strategic project that seeks to bring
together Lews Castle College UHI, North Highland College UHI and
West Highland College UHI to form a new college within the
University of the Highlands and Islands partnership by January 2023.

We will bring together and build on existing excellence and
expertise within our three organisations in order to drive a step
change for education from school to university as well as in
research, enterprise and innovation in our region.

In order to progress with the plan, a Merger Partnership Board has
been formed to achieve the vision and aims of all three colleges
and to steer the process. The Board consists of the Principals and
Board Chairs of the three organisations, together with staff and
student representatives from the three college boards and members
of the Highlands and Islands Students’ Association. The board will
develop a proposal which would inform the final decision of each of
the college boards involved.
The Board is chaired by Dr Michael Foxley, who served as the
University of the Highlands and Islands regional lead for Further
Education between 2014-2021. A Merger Co-ordinator will be
appointed in the next few weeks that will work across all three

Whilst there is a huge amount of work to be done over the next
few months to explore with our key staff, students and stakeholders
whether this can be successfully achieved, we agree that this is the
absolute best option for our colleges. We believe we can better
serve our students and our communities by providing a wider range
of study options for our students and strengthened career pathways
and job satisfaction for our staff.

Colleges to support the Merger Partnership Board, associated
workstreams and the full consultation process.

We will also be able to unlock new opportunities for
future strategic development and investment through ambitious
collaborations and projects that, as single small colleges, we are
unable to achieve.”

Trì Colaistean an sàs ann am Pròiseact Co-aontachaidh

T

ha Colaisde a’ Chaisteil UHI, Colaiste Ceann a Tuath na
Gàidhealtachd UHI agus ColaisteTaobh Siar na Gàidhealtachd
UHI a’ co-aontachadh gus cothroman ùra fhuasgladh airson
oileanaich, luchd-obrach agus coimhearsnachdan ionadail sa
Ghàidhealtachd agus Na h-Eileanan.
Tha trì colaistean an sàs ann am pròiseact ro-innleachdail a
tha ag amas air a bhith a’ toirt ri chèile Colaisde a’ Chaisteil UHI,
Colaiste Ceann a Tuath na Gàidhealtachd UHI agus Colaiste Taobh
Siar na Gàidhealtachd UHI gus colaiste ùr a stèidheachadh ann
an com-pàirteachas Oilthigh na Gàidhealtachd ’s nan Eilean mun
Fhaoilleach 2023.
Gus am plana adhartachadh, chaidh Bòrd Com-pàirteachas
Co-aontachaidh a stèidheachadh gus lèirsinn agus amasan nan trì
colaistean a choileanadh agus gus am pròiseas a stiùireadh. Air a’
Bhòrd tha Prionnsabalan agus Cathraichean nan trì buidhnean, agus
riochdairean bho luchd-obrach agus oileanaich bho bhùird nan trì
colaistean agus buill de Chomunn Oileanach na Gàidhealtachd

agus nan Eilean. Leasaichidh am bòrd tagradh a chuireadh ri codhùnadh deireannach bùird nan colaistean air fad a tha an sàs.
Is e Dr Mìcheal Foxley a tha mar chathraiche air a’ Bhòrd,
agus bha esan mar cheannard roinneil airson Foghlam Adhartach
aig Oilthigh na Gàidhealtachd ’s nan Eilean eadar 2014-2021.
Thèid Co-òrdanaiche Co-aontachaidh a chur ann an dreuchd sna
beagan sheachdainean ri thighinn a bhios ag obair thar nan trì
Colaistean air fad gus taic a thoirt don Bhòrd Com-pàirteachas Coaontachaidh, na sruthan obrach a bhios na chois agus am pròiseas
co-comhairleachaidh air fad.

Co-abairt bho Phrionnsabalan nan Colaistean
“Tha sinn a’ creidsinn gur e cothrom air leth a tha seo colaiste
ùr a leasachadh de mheud agus buaidh a bhios a’ frithealadh agus
a’ toirt taic do mu 9000 oileanach ann an làraich iomallach agus
eileanach air feadh na Gàidhealtachd, An t-Eilean Sgitheanach agus
Na h-Eileanan an Iar.

Bheir sinn ri chèile agus togaidh sinn air an t-sàr-mhathais agus
an ealantas a tha sna trì buidhnean againn gus ceum air adhart
a ghabhail airson foghlam bho sgoil gu oilthigh cho math ri
rannsachadh, iomairt agus ùr-ghnàthachas san roinn againn.
Ged a tha tòrr mòr obair ri dhèanamh thar nam beagan mhìosan a
tha romhainn gus a bhith a’ rannsachadh còmhla ri ar prìomh luchdobrach, oileanaich agus luchd-ùidh an gabh seo a choileanadh gu
soirbheachail, dh’aontaich sinn gur e seo dha-rìribh an roghainn as
fheàrr dha na colaistean againn. Tha sinn dhan bheachd gun urrainn
dhuinn ar n-oileanaich agus ar coimhearsnachdan a fhrithealadh
chun na h-ìre as fheàrr le bhith a’ tabhann raon nas fharsainge de
roghainnean ionnsachaidh airson ar n-oileanaich agus slighean
dreuchd nas làidire agus sàsachadh nan obair do ar luchd-dreuchd.
Bidh e comasach dhuinn cuideachd a bhith a’ fuasgladh
chothroman ùra airson leasachadh agus seilbheachd tro choobrachaidhean agus pròiseactan àrd-amasach nach b’ urrainn
dhuinn a choileanadh mar cholaistean beaga, singilte.
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There was real buzz around Stornoway Primary as all pupils enthusiastically took part in a
wide range of exciting and interesting activities to celebrate maths in ‘Our World’, as part
of Maths Week Scotland. With a clear focus on learning about maths in real life situations,
pupils were able to apply their mathematical skills and knowledge in relevant and meaningful
contexts. Some of the experiences included a trip to the local butcher, baking, magic maths,
shopping tasks, talks from members of the local workforce and lots of outdoor learning.

CONFLUENCE OF NORTH: SPIRIT OF NORTH
23 Oct – 27 Nov

FREE / Main Gallery

An artist-led exchange project between four artists in Scotland and four in Japan Confluence of the
North addresses the idea that ‘North’ is always conditional, a direction rather than a location, and that
our ideas about it can be fundamental to how we see and relate to our own life and culture. The latest
exhibition at An Lanntair features the works of Scottish artists Gillian Macfarlane, Su Grierson, Inge
Panneels, Kyra Clegg; and from Spirit of North in Japan, Maruyama Yoshiko, Asai Mariko, Maruyama
Tokio, Takizawa Tatsushi.

ANDREW BIRD – Invincible
Sat 13 Nov, 8pm

£15/£13

Following a successful debut tour culminating at The Leicester Square Theatre and a recording of a
sold-out home gig, comedian Andrew Bird is back and bringing his brand-new show Invincible to
Stornoway – a place he’s wanted to perform at for a long time, mainly because it’s the only main place
shown on the weather map he has never done. This is his ‘complete-the-weather-map’ show!

DOUG ALLAN – It’s A Wrap
Tue 23 Nov, 7.30pm

£18/£16

Doug Allan looks back over his successes
and setbacks during 35 years of natural
history film making. Part retrospective, the
show is also Doug’s perspective on climate
change and its impacts on the world’s wild
places. What change of emphasis and
direction should we now be incorporating
in wildlife films?

MCTAGGART SISTERS – Our Great Grandfather’s Paintings
Fri 26 Nov, 8pm

£12/£10

McTaggart Sisters, Elsa Jean
McTaggart and her youngest
sister Miss Irenie Rose, present
a rare opportunity to hear these
two highly acclaimed singers/
songwriters/multi-instrumentalists
come together in a fusion of
blood
harmonies,
original
arrangements
and
stunning
vocals; portraying the life, times
and work of renowned Scottish
artist – their great grandfather –
William McTaggart.

AN LANNTAIR CINEMA IN NOVEMBER
Date

Film

Thur 4 Nov The Addams Family 2 (U)
Thur 11 Nov Living Proof: A Climate Story (PG)
Fri 12 Nov

Time

Film

Time

7pm

Sat 20 Nov Ralph Gone Wrong (PG)

1pm

7pm

Ralph Gone Wrong (PG)

4pm

Venom: Let There Be Carnage (15)

7pm

Thur 25 Nov Venom: Let There Be Carnage (15)

7pm

Sat 27 Nov Boss Baby 2 (PG) – Relaxed Screening

1pm

No Time To Die (12A)

5.30pm

No Time To Die (12A)

9.15pm

No Time To Die (12A)

1pm

Tue 16 Nov No Time To Die (12A)

6pm

Thur 18 Nov No Time To Die (12A)

7pm

Sat 13 Nov

Date

Boss Baby 2 (PG)

4pm

The French Dispatch (15)

7pm

Sun 28 Nov Boss Baby 2 (PG)

2pm
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‘ABDU’L‑BAHÁ –
THE PERFECT EXEMPLAR
OF THE BAHAI FAITH

T
Alyth McCormack with Noel Eccles

Alyth looks out at a
changed world for touring
A

By Taylor Edgar

s society gingerly moves towards
some semblance of normality postCOVID-19, there is one group for whom
the dynamic rule changing is making life
more complex than ever.
For musicians whose lifeblood is
live performance, the ‘new normal’ is
increasingly
challenging
financially,
mentally, and artistically.
Alyth
McCormack,
Stornoway’s
internationally renowned singer, is a case
in point. She sang recently at the funeral of
Irish composer Paddy Maloney. Before that,
her last live performance was on March 11,
2020.
She told EVENTS: “Until the pandemic, I
had never been out of work. I was always
between jobs. We had five gigs pulled at
the end of our tour in the USA in 2020.
Musicians are paid by gig, so that was five
wages down before lockdown even began.
Since then, it has been tough.”
Arriving home earlier than expected took
some mental adjustment after being locked
in touring mode.
“If you tour regularly, you get used to
the time span. You know you are away for
five weeks, for example, so you prepare for
this—the packing, the rehearsing, the tour
schedule, etc. There is a mental adjustment
that takes place. Touring is great fun but is
also tiring. You are on a schedule dictated
by flight times and airports, so you go into
a ‘mode’ that accepts this,” explains Alyth.
As there was no “last week home run”
winding down mentally and physically,
Alyth didn’t know what to do with herself for
the first month back at home.
“My body felt like it should still be on
tour, and that took a while to leave me. So,
I did a lot of cleaning. Usually, I’m between
tours, with no touring in sight; this was a
whole new headspace. So, I gardened for a
while and was very grateful to be living in
the countryside,” she continues.
But this listlessness was soon replaced
with a realization that the COVID-19
pandemic was not going away any time
soon.
Recalls Alyth: “I was lost for a time; live
performance is my norm. I love being in the
studio too. I find it a very creative space, but
I have had technicians with me whenever I

have recorded in the studio before. I do my
part, and they support me doing their part,
but this was not possible during lockdown.”
Performing and creating music are two
fundamental elements of Alyth’s life, so not
getting on stage was a major blow.
“Performing, for me, is about sharing.
It is not, by any means, one way. That is
what I have missed more than anything,
the sharing, back and forth, and ebb and
flow that happens between performer and
audience. It changes night to night and
venue to venue. It is special and unique,”
explains Alyth.
However, she seized the opportunity
to try something new during her enforced
lay-off from live performance. And it didn’t
involve leaving home.
After talking with her husband and fellow
musician, Noel Eccles, the pair resolved
to channel their creative energies into
recording a concert in their home in County
Wexford. The production process was
uncharted territory for them, so they had a
steep learning curve in filming and editing.
This led to Concert-in-the-Cottage, an online
pay-per-view concert featuring Alyth, Noel,
and Niamh O’Brien, on harp and vocals, to
showcase Alyth’s new repertoire, including
two self-penned songs.
Technical aspects, however, were just
one challenge. There were also the COVIDrelated practicalities surrounding harpist
Niamh taking part in the recording. She,
Noel and Alyth had to undergo a PCR test
before getting together. And permission had
to be sought from the Garda (the Irish police)
to allow Niamh to travel to Wexford from
her home in the west of Ireland.
While the concert was ultimately a big
step forward in reconnecting with her fans
across the globe, it is no substitute for a
live performance where the performer can
eyeball the audience
“If you are physically distanced from an
audience, it is much harder to get a sense
of the audience, and it requires a different
approach,” says Alyth. “You have to ‘project’
more as it feels harder to connect. Often
at festivals, there is a 20 or 30-foot gap
between the stage and the audience. And
even that can feel like the Grand Canyon at
the best of times.”
However, despite the relaxation of
lockdown restrictions, treading the boards
once more is no easy task. It is still a

confusing picture.
While some musicians are back touring,
most who haven’t abandoned the music
industry are still kicking their heels. As Alyth
points out, it took time to plan, promote, and
publicize gigs even before the pandemic.
Now, with some venues closing their doors
for good, it’s not straightforward to jump
back into touring.
While Ireland has just announced venues
can go back to 100% capacity, the reality is
somewhat less clear cut.
Performers who can wear a mask while
playing are encouraged to do so. Depending
on the size of the ensemble, they may have
to be separated with Perspex screens. No
matter the size of the group, they must
maintain a safe distance from the audience
at all times.
In Ireland, for example, audience members
must also have received both vaccinations
and have their COVID passport as proof. If
this is not possible, audience members must
produce evidence of a negative antigen test
before they are admitted into an indoor
venue.
Of course, it’s not just audience members
who have to adhere to strict COVID
protocols but the performers themselves.
They, too, must remain healthy and be able
to prove they are COVID-free.
When looking into the possibility of
touring in Germany as she does for two
months every year, Alyth discovered the
practicalities and expense of having PCR
tests every second day made the tour
financially unviable.
And that’s before the limitations imposed
by the loss of freedom of movement within
mainland Europe are taken into account,
which adds further expense that needs to be
absorbed.
Like most of her contemporaries in the
musical world, Alyth is pondering what the
future holds. At the moment, her diary is
looking markedly empty compared to just
18 months ago.
Her next in-person gig is in December
in Ireland, then a long gap until April-May
2022 when she has a tour planned.
Meanwhile, she is using the time to work
on a collection of songs for a new CD and is
diversifying her business.
As she sagely notes: “Everything has
changed; we have to change too.”

he local Bahai Community welcomes local
artists Young & Old to explore spiritual
concepts addressed by Abdu’l-Baha in His
writings on such themes as the elimination
of prejudice, the equality of women and
men, universal peace, and selfless service to
humanity.

There will be an exhibition of the Arts
on Saturday 27th November at the Failte
Centre (the old Retirement Centre)
**Saturday 27th November is the
Centenary of the Passing of Abdu’l-Baha **

The Failte Centre, 1pm-6pm. Exhibition
of Art work and the Centenary Meeting.
FREE, ALL WELCOME
‘Abdu’l-Bahá—the eldest Son of Bahá’u’lláh—was
the Bahá’í Faith’s leading exponent, renowned as a
champion of social justice and an ambassador for
international peace.
Preparations for worldwide commemorations of
the centenary of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s passing in November
are giving rise to an outpouring
of artistic expressions inspired by His life and work
as a herald of peace, a champion of social justice, and
upholder of the principle of the oneness of humanity.
Through music, animation, painting, theatre,
storytelling, poetry, and other art forms, people in
virtually every part of the world are exploring spiritual
concepts addressed by ‘Abdu’l-Bahá in His talks
and writings on such themes as the elimination of
prejudice, the equality
of women and men, universal peace, and selfless
service to humanity.
The following is but a sampling of the countless
artistic works that are being created throughout the
world in honour of a figure with a distinct station.
https://www.bahai.org/abdul-baha/

https://news.bahai.org/story/1541/
“When a thought of war comes, oppose it by a
stronger thought of peace. A thought of hatred must
be destroyed by a more powerful thought of love.”
(Paris Talks)‘Abdu’l‑Bahá
“If you desire with all your heart, friendship with
every race on earth, your thought, spiritual and
positive, will spread; it will become the desire of
others, growing stronger and stronger, until it reaches
the minds of all men.”
Abdu’l‑Bahá(Paris Talks)

For more information locally
please contact 07798700443
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Naomi J Graham Mòd Solo Singing Winner

Innes John Begg

Eight prizes for Isles pupils
from National Mòd 2021
and compete in Gaelic music, song, dance,
drama, sport, and literature.

By Katie Macleod

A

fter a limited online-only competition in
2020 due to pandemic restrictions, the
Royal National Mòd was back in action this
year in hybrid form.
In-person competitions took place at Eden Court
in Inverness last month from 8th-16th October,
with viewers tuning in for the online components
from as far afield as the USA and New Zealand.
Organised by An Comunn Gàidhealach, the
National Mòd has been taking place since 1892,
and is now known for being a major celebration
of Gaelic culture and heritage, providing
opportunities for young and old alike to perform

It was a welcome return of the competition for
Western Isles school pupils, who won prizes in
multiple categories and even featured in national
news reports.

walked away with a first place prize, winning the
Provost of Falkirk Medal for Solo Singing Learner
Traditional, in the 16-18 age group.

Over the two days of youth competitions at
Eden Court, pupils from The Nicolson Institute, Sir
E Scott School, and Sgoil Lionacleit all took home
eight prizes between them.

“I’ve taken part in The Mòd for as long as I can
remember,” said Naomi. “I started when I was in
Primary 1 so I’ve been doing it since I was tiny. It’s
very exciting to win! I’m ecstatic and my Mum is
very proud. I was definitely nervous. There was a
lot of trying to memorise it all and drilling it in. I
practiced a lot.”

The first in-person children’s competitions took
place on 11 October, with three pupils from The
Nicolson Institute securing prizes. S4 pupil Naomi
Graham won the James C McPhee Memorial Medal
for the Solo Singing Learner Girls in the 13-15 age
group; fellow Nicolson pupil Aimee Macleod
came second; and S6 pupil Kirsty Nicolson also

“It feels really good to win,” added Kirsty. “The
preparation was pretty tough going up until the
last minute, I was singing in the toilets before
going on. I sing at home and get taught by a lady
from town, Annie Macleod, she’s a gold medallist.
I’d like to keep it going. I’ve been competing in
Fluent’s until now because there’s not been a

Kirsty Nicolson

Learner’s so it’s what we’ve been waiting for.”
The children’s competitions continued on
12 October, with Ellie Ceit Johnson from Sir
E Scott School securing first place in the Solo
Singing Fluent Girls 13-15 age group, winning
the Commun Gàidhealach Silver Pendant, with
Arabella Manchester from Sgoil Lionacleit coming
in second place.
“I prepared for today with lots and lots of
practising and it feels amazing to have won – all
the hard work has paid off, it’s great,” said Ellie.
“I’ve been competing since I was in Primary 2 and
it was such a strange feeling not to have the Mòd
in October last year but I’m glad I’m back.”
On the same day, in the Solo Singing Fluent
Girls age 13-15 age group for the Traditional
Silver Pendant, Aimee Macleod from The Nicolson

Ellie Ceit Johnson
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Institute came second, and Ellie Ceit scored third
place, while Innes John Begg from The Nicolson
Institute won the Solo Singing Fluent Boys
Traditional Silver Kilt Pin in the 13-15 age group.
“It’s very good to come back to the Mòd and
compete again after not having much of it at all,
I’ve missed it. Repetition was key, learning the song
and then just singing it again and again, I tried to
keep it as simple as I could. I’ve sang from the age
of five at the Mòd – as soon as I could – and I’m
looking forward to next competition already,” said
Innes.
This year’s hybrid approach meant that many
of the youth events – such as primary-age solo
singing, poetry recitation, accordion, piano,
Highland Dancing, and cèilidh group competitions
– took place via online submissions that were
then adjudicated by the Mòd judges. In these
categories too, island pupils came out on top, with
pupils scoring prizes for Back School, Castlebay
Community School, Sgoil nan Loch, Stornoway
Primary School, The Nicolson Institute, and Sgoil
Bhreascleit.
James Graham, Chief Executive Officer of An
Comunn Gàidhealach, notes that “the children’s
competitions are a very important part of Mòd
week. They showcase the young talent that is
starting to break through and give an encouraging
insight into the health of the future of Gaelic
culture and song.”
Teachers and school staff were equally happy
to see the return of the Mòd and the success of
the pupils. “The whole school community is
very proud of the pupils who participated in this
year’s Royal National Mòd, and we are delighted

to celebrate the successes of those who won
their events,” says Frances Murray, Rector at The
Nicolson Institute, of the school’s wins.
“The participants themselves and their families
deserve recognition and praise for their hard work
in these unusual times. The Nicolson Institute has
a long and proud tradition in Mòd competition
which has been maintained this year, despite the
pandemic. ‘S math a rinn iad uile!”
“The last 18 months has been a very difficult
time for musicians in general, and schools have
been restricted in what they have been able to do
in terms of preparation, particularly in terms of
singing.  We all hope that we will see a return to
the conditions which will allow us to participate
more fully in next year’s Mòd, recognising the hard
work and extra hours that Music and Gaelic staff
always devote to preparation and competition. We
would also like to commend An Comunn for their
organisation of this year’s hybrid event, in very
difficult circumstances.”
Donald Macleod, Senior Education Officer at
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar, adds that the Education
Department “were delighted to see the return of
the National Mod this year and we followed the
participation and progress of the children and
young people from the Western Isles with interest
and pride.
“We celebrate their many successes during
this year’s Mod and thank them, their parents and
their tutors and teachers for all the hard work and
commitment that it takes to complete at this level.”

Uig School Climate
Change Competition
W

hile the UN Climate Change Conference, COP26, takes place in Glasgow this
month, four pupils from Uig School will be in the city for their own climate
change event – the final of the Climate Change Dragon’s Den competition.

Similar to the reality TV programme where entrepreneurs pitch business ideas to a panel of
judges known as “Dragons,” 14 schools from across Scotland have been selected to pitch their
climate justice ideas to a “Dragon’s Den” panel of judges on the 11th of November.
Pupils were asked to identify a climate justice issue they felt passionate about, as well as
an idea that would help tackle or resolve that issue, then submit it to be in with a chance of
winning prize money to help them get their project up and running. “To be one of the 14
schools chosen, we’re absolutely delighted with that achievement,” says Ian Macrae, Head
Teacher at Uig School.
Run alongside COP26 by Wosdec, an educational organisation that works to empower
young people to act as a global citizens; After the Pandemic, an accelerator for change that
encourages communities to reimagine greener, more resilient spaces; and the Social Enterprise
Academy, which supports young people to set up sustainable social enterprises in their schools
and communities, the competition required pupils to submit a video or written proposal by the
28th of September, with all successful schools notified on the 6th of October.
Although their proposal is under wraps until the big day, the Uig pupils are looking forward
to pitching the judges. “It’s been a great experience for them to bounce ideas off each other and
put together a pitch video,” says Ian. “The pupils taking part are genuinely interested in climate
change issues, so it really is a fabulous opportunity for them to do this.”

The Education Skills & Children’s Department
regularly recruit staff to support the
operation of our schools.
Are you interested in joining a friendly and motivated team?
Our current vacancies are available to view on MyJobScotland.
Are you interested in any of the following roles?
Relief Escort Duties – ASN Transport
Relief Driving Duties – ASN Transport
School Janitorial Duties
School Crossing Patrol Duties
If you are interested in the above and there are no current
vacancies listed, please e-mail education.resources@cne-siar.gov.uk
and we will contact you about future vacancies.
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Award for inventor Jodie
A

By Annie Delin

n Isle of Lewis woman whose devastating knee injury
inspired her to invent a wearable sports recovery aid
has won another boost for her business idea from the 2021
Converge Awards.

Island award-winners
04/11/21 - 01/12/21
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tornoway butchers Macleod & Macleod have received
recognition for the tremendous heritage of their business
and products, at a national award ceremony celebrating food
excellence.
The Golden Fork Awards for 2021, run by the Guild of Fine Foods,
were held in Harrogate on Sunday 17 October, with black puddings
made by the Stornoway butchers among the top three nominees for
the Golden Fork for Scotland.

Jodie graduated with a product design degree from Dundee’s
Duncan of Jordanstone College of Art and Design, having studied
at the Nicolson Institute in Stornoway and represented the Western
Isles in the NatWest Island Games.

Business owner Kenneth Macleod said: “Unfortunately, we were
unable to attend what would have been a great experience for us on
a personal level and as a business.

Injury put her out of sports for some time, but she turned it to her
advantage and, in May this year, won the top award in the Scottish
Edge Wildcard competition for her invention, a wearable recovery
aid called Theo.

“Sitting at home anxiously waiting for the results to come in, we
found out we came second to J Lawrie and Sons for his Mallaig
Smoked Kipper. They also went on to be the supreme champion, so
a massive congratulations to them for a great achievement.”

Converge is an annual competition, with prizes awarded across a
diverse range of sectors. Jodie has won the Rose Award, designed
to boost female entrepreneurship in Scotland, and the prize package
includes £10,000 in cash plus access to mentoring services.

But Macleod & Macleod still came out on top at the prestigious
awards, as judges announced them as winners of the Nigel Barden
Heritage Award for ‘a product of great heritage, made by a family of
fourth generation butchers, in a far-flung community.’

Above,Jodie Sinclair, and below,
her invention, Theo, in use by another athlete

Making the announcement, the chair of the judges said: “The
people of the islands of Lewis and Harris have kept this secret for
over 80 years, too long.

Theo is an item of smart clothing and an app that allows the user to
measure, track and analyse their muscle development, even before
progress is physically visible. It also allows the user to track their
mental health, something Jodie believes is every bit as important as
the physical recovery from injury.

Isle of Barra Sales Team

Big wins for Harris Distillery

She said: “I got my injury when I was longboarding a week before
I started university and it completely turned my world upside down.
“I had been playing football since I learned to walk and had also
got into rugby and other sports. I had been scouted for a football
scholarship in the US and hoped to play semi-professionally.

sle of Barra Distillers has praised its employees and customers after
it won Sales Team of the Year at this year’s Scottish Gin Awards, that
took place on Wednesday 27th October.

I

Isle of Barra Distillers say they are leading a trend as employers, paying
each employee a fair and honest wage and that is the structure they have
built and will continue to build the company on.

“I had to wait a year for my operation and then there was an
18-month rehab after that. I had always been known as an athlete,
but suddenly I wasn’t anymore. I felt like part of my identity had
been stripped away from me and I ended up in a dark place with
depression.

Isle of Barra Distillers Founder and Managing Director Michael Morrison
said: "To be presented with the top award for Sales Team of The Year at the
prestigious Scottish Gin Awards is fantastic and especially given the year
that we have all had, it really shows how focused and resilient our small
family distillery team are, and that's the keyword ‘team.'

The company has recently applied to site a 40ft shipping container to
the side of their leased premises at Unit 5, Castlebay Business Estate.

“Rehabilitation can be a lonely and dispiriting experience and I
definitely think the mental health side of recovery is overlooked. I
went from being in peak physical condition to really struggling with
simple exercises, like lifting my leg up from a chair.

"Without a great team, then none of this is possible. A huge thank you
to everyone that has supported our journey from last year right through to
when we launched, there really are some exciting times ahead for the Isle
of Barra Distillers."  

“For the first six weeks you don’t really see any progress. You don’t
have the endorphin rush you get from competing. It’s hard to keep
motivated, so that’s where the idea of Theo comes in.
“Seeing that you are making progress that isn’t visible on the
outside can make a real difference to how you approach the
programme your physio sets you. It also helps them monitor your
results and check-in with any clients who have reported persistently
low moods.
“I want to prevent other people experiencing the same mental
ordeal that I experienced after injury.”

Jodie, who now lives in Glasgow, has fully recovered and enjoys
boarding and other extreme sports, although she never seriously
returned to football after her injury.
She has now won prizes worth more than £30,000 in various
entrepreneurship competitions and says the money will be used to
roll out the product to physios to generate extra validation that will
help drive the next phase of the company’s development.
Converge is funded by the Scottish Funding Council, all 18 Scottish
universities, Creative Scotland and a roster of partners and sponsors
– all of whom lend their invaluable expertise and knowledge in
helping Converge alumni businesses on their journey to success.

This is a temporary measure to store dry goods such as glass bottles and
cardboard. The extra storage space will help overcome capacity issues due
to the company’s continued growth. The shipping container will enable
the company to accommodate 24 extra pallets of goods to keep pace with
current business growth.

Isle of Barra Distillers’ inaugural spirit, Barra Atlantic Gin, was launched
in 2017, and is distilled from 17 handpicked botanicals. Born from the
island, every drop is now distilled, bottled and labelled on the Isle of Barra.  

The application states that the company is looking to expand the business
and build a distillery on the north end of the island. It is, therefore, thought
the storage container will only be in use for two or three years until the
business moves into its new premises.

Isle of Barra Distillers say their commitment to sustainability is at the
forefront of everything they do; from being mindful of how they forage, to
how they create, bottle, package and ship their spirits.

In the Justification Statement, Mr Morrison, states that the extra storage
capacity will enable the company to commit to larger orders from the UK
and export market.

Scottish Gin Distillery of the Year

•

Best Digital Experience

•

Excellence in Branding

There was a strong Hebridean flavour to the Scottish Gin Distillery
of the Year contest. The other finalists were Isle of Barra Distillers; Isle
of Skye Distillers; and the North Uist Distillery Co.

The 2021 winners were announced at the Scottish Gin Awards
dinner and digital event at the DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Glasgow
Central on Wednesday 27 October.
Simon Erlanger, IOHD Managing Director, commented: ‘When
we set out to create the first legal distillery on Harris a few years
back, it never occurred to us that we would become Scotland’s best
gin distillery.
“So, to win this title twice is absolutely incredible, especially in
the company of so many great Scottish gins. Our team and the whole
island are feeling incredibly proud this morning. Many thanks to KD

Juniper, Coriander, Angelica Root, Orris Root, Cubebs, Bitter
Orange Peel, Liquorice and Cassia Bark all play their role in defining
the taste of the gin, but it is Sugar Kelp that marks out this spirit.
Sustainably harvested by a local diver from around the seas of
the Outer Hebrides, the Sugar Kelp creates subtle coastal notes. The
distillers discard, instead of recycling, the ‘heads’ and ‘tails’ of the
spirit run, leaving only the best of the distillate’s ‘heart’ helping to
create an exceptional smoothness.

In recent times Macleod & Macleod have run their retail business
from premises on Westview Terrace, with the old shop on Church
Street acting as a manufactory, producing the celebrated marags and
other local favourites.
But there’s more change on the horizon, as Macleod & Macleod
plan a move into additional space on Westview Terrace in the former
Ishga shop, right next door to their current shop.
The new shop will open for retail, while the current Westview
Terrace shop becomes the factory. In a break with history, the Church
Street shop is to close completely.
James said: “It was a hard thing to tell the old fellow that but,
with changed shopping habits the shop has become too difficult for
parking and access.
“Just now we are running up and down between two premises,
whereas this will allow us to be making and packing our products
right next door to the shop. It will be great to have the premises close
together.”

Aircraft apprentice
award for Aaron

A

aron Macleod, from Aird Tong, was awarded the Boeing Apprentice of
the year 2021 title during October.

Aaron, a former pupil of Tong Primary and The Nicolson Institute secured an
Aircraft Technician Apprenticeship with Boeing when he left school in 2019.
Aaron, who was the only Scot selected, and nine other apprentices spent the first
year of their apprenticeship at the International Centre for Aerospace Training (ICAT)
in Cardiff followed by time at RAF Boscombe Down, and RAF Odiham.   
He said he was surprised and delighted to receive this award which was presented
to him by Nicola Walsh, Boeing International Regional Director – Europe and Israel.
Aaron with Boeing’s Nicola Walsh

The Great British Food Awards celebrate the very best of British
artisanal produce in the food and drinks industry, revealing this year’s
winners on 29 October. The judging panel comprises of some of the
most acclaimed chefs, food critics and influencers in the country.
Native Hebridean Salmon descends from the wild salmon from
North Uist and is raised exclusively in the Hebrides, fully traceable
to the islands. The award-winning fish is a result of a unique brood
stock programme spanning more than a decade.

Hebridean Baker
comes home

The award-winning gin is the distillery’s inaugural spirit, distilled
in Tarbert in a small copper gin still, known as ‘The Dottach’.

Kenneth and James are the third and fourth generations of their
family to have worked in the business, following in the footsteps of
Kenneth’s father Willie and grandfather Kenneth, who established
the business in the late 1920’s with brother-in-law Donald Macleod.

he Scottish Salmon Company’s (SSC) Native Hebridean
Smoked Scottish Salmon - produced in Stornoway – has won
a prestigious Great British Food Award 2021 for Best Smoked
Fish & Seafood.

Coinneach with his ‘extravagant’ baked Alaska, as entered for the World
Porridge Making Championships

Media for organising the awards which celebrate the vibrant industry
we are part of’.

Present-day business owner Kenneth Macleod, grandson of the
original founder, said: “To say we were delighted would be an
understatement. Thank you to everyone who supports us on a daily
and weekly basis, both locally and afar. We always try to give every
customer the best products we can.”

The heritage award is just the latest accolade for the Stornoway
business, awarded an ‘exquisite’ three-star Great Taste Award for
their black pudding in September, in the Guild of Fine Foods ‘Oscars’
for the food and drink industry.

T

The Scottish Gin Awards were founded in 2016 and is run for the
benefit of the Scottish gin sector, with the objective of celebrating
and promoting the growing range of high quality gins made in
Scotland.
The independent competition is judged by a panel of experts
drawn from across the sector, bringing together industry experience
and market knowledge to recognise the greatest achievements in the
Scottish gin industry.

“Grandfather Kenneth Macleod would have been so proud of
this moment. Unfortunately they couldn’t be here, so we’re going to
make sure that they get it. It is quite a long way to Stornoway.”

“There’s still three generations of the business living and without
my grandfather, Willie, there would be nothing here today. This is
great recognition for the hard work put in by our team of 12 people.”

Award for smoked salmon from Isles

sle of Harris Distillers won three awards during October at
the Scottish Gin Awards 2021, including:
•

“The winner of the 2021 heritage award, so good they named it
twice, is for Macleod & Macleod Stornoway Black Pudding.

And the latest generation of the family business, 24-year-old James
Macleod, said: “It’s great to be recognised and it has made the family
quite proud.

With a year left of the apprenticeship Aaron is looking forward to spending time
at RAF Lossiemouth in the New Year.

Top wins for Harris distillery
I
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Top recognition for Macleod &
Macleod butchers
S

Jodie Sinclair, aged 25 has been awarded £10,000 from the
academic innovation and entrepreneurship awards, after setting up
a company revolutionising post-injury training and recovery.

The idea for her invention, Theo, came after Jodie ruptured her
anterior cruciate ligament (ACL), an injury that ended her hopes of a
career in football and led to her experiencing depression during an
arduous three-year recovery.

www.hebevents.com

It is then hand cured and smoked by SSC at its Harris & Lewis
Smokehouse on Sandwick Road, Stornoway in pebble-lined kilns
with wood shavings from aged Scotch whisky barrels and has a firm
texture and outstanding sea-fresh flavour.

H

ebridean Baker, author and TikTok star Coinneach Macleod of
Lochs came home during October – with a new title under his belt.

Coinneach, whose unique baking set against the stories and landscape
of his island home has captured hearts worldwide, will be touring once
again, signing copies of his recently-released Hebridean Baker cookbook
ready for proud relations, neighbours and new fans to pop into Christmas
stockings.
On top of the success of his cookbook he added a new accolade on
Saturday 9 October when he came second in the 27th World Porridge
Making Championships with a recipe for baked oat Alaska, which judges
described as ‘tasty, crunchy, extravagant and impressive.’
Coinneach said: “I was honoured to represent Scotland against entries
from around the world. My baked oat Alaska had a honey, oat and raspberry

Chef Jack Stein said: “There were some strong contenders for the
number one spot and it was hard to call, but when it came down to
it, this just had the best flavours.

Coinneach with neighbours from Cromore during his last book-signing tour at
Harris Tweed Hebrides in Stornoway
(Coinneach Macleod)

“Being bred from wild island salmon gives this fish such a lovely
texture. I thought the flavours were great – really good seasoning and
really well smoked with a good smoke ring.

sponge and oat ice cream under a toasted meringue and tasted delicious!”

“The packaging was very classy. For me, this was the perfect
smoked salmon. I could have happily eaten a whole fish!”

Coinneach came home on a morning ferry from Ullapool, meeting
fans and signing books during the crossing. After a short rest at home in
Cromore, he went back on the road again signing copies of his recipe book,
which mixes classic bakes from his childhood with brand-new inventions.

Su Cox, Communications and Business Development Director
at The Scottish Salmon Company, said: “We are dedicated to
producing the finest quality Scottish Salmon, and Chef Jack Stein’s
comments are a real testament to this.

“Having only launched our online shop earlier this year, it’s great
to see our Native Hebridean Smoked Scottish Salmon win such a
prestigious award.”
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SAC Agricultural & Conservation Consultants combine local knowledge with
extensive experience and are supported by our team of renowned specialists.
We can assist crofters with business advice on a range of topics to improve profitability

Contact your local SAC office: 01851 703103

Leading the way in Agriculture and Rural Research, Education and Consulting

Crofting
Services

Ramifications of not looking after your tups!
SGRPID Area Office if you call 702392 or at your local SAC office
703103 and we will send out a hard copy or complete the exercise
online. These must be completed and returned to the Area Office
within the Scheme application period in order to apply. For help
with any of the application methods your local SAC Consultants are
ready to help.

By Iain M Macmillan, Senior Agricultural
Consultant, SAC Consulting

A

s I write this article the rain is drumming on the window
and I have the lights on during the day!

But let’s not become despondent. Many have enjoyed good sale
prices at the sheep and cattle sales and investment in new stock,
winter feed and equipment may well have taken place.

SUSSS, is targeted at sheep production on the poorest quality land
to help farmers maintain the social and environmental benefits that
sheep flocks bring to those areas.

The annual cycle begins again with the dark nights drawing in,
we are now looking to get the tups (rams) ready for servicing ewes.
A quick MOT will do no harm and they might enjoy the pampering.
It takes eight weeks for sperm to mature in a tup. Therefore, sort
through the rams now. Sort out head wounds, feet etc. Many faults (e.g.
missing soft testicles) can be picked up by inspection, this is best done
close to breeding season. Scrotal circumference at mating is a good
indicator of male fertility; the widest point on mature rams should be
34 – 36 cm for small breeds and 36 – 38 cm for large breeds.
This is the hardest period for rams. Many rams are pushed hard by
commercial breeders looking to make a good return, but these rams
need to acclimatise to our weather and climate. Don’t expect them
to come off the lorry and just get on with it. Keep them in quarantine
for at least a week. Ensure they have access to a good food ration
and quality grass. Keeping them close to where you can view them
daily will allow you to pick up any issues quickly. Make sure they are
not miss-matched with the wrong supporting tup that can do a lot of
damage when the beast has rising testosterone and is up for a fight.
If issues become apparent ask the vet for assistance. Avoid giving
treatments, such as penicillin, that can render them sterile for a
minimum of eight weeks. The ewes cycle is repeated every 17 days
and if ewes are not picked up in the first cycle ensure that you take
a note of ewes that went in the early period of tup release to see if
any repeats are occurring. This would be a warning sign that the ram
has fertility issues. If this occurs and you have access to another tup
there is no harm to put in a replacement to ensure ewes are covered.
Alternatively work with a neighbour to ensure ewes are covered.
Don’t expect some miracle to occur.
At the same time be aware that younger ewes are a little shy at
playing the game and they may require at least a cycle before they

In order to be eligible for SUSSS, a sheep producer must have
homebred ewe hoggs, no more than 200 hectares of Payment Region
1 land, and 80 per cent of their holding must consist of land in
Payment Region 3. If you are unsure about your eligibility, please get
in touch with your local SAC Office.
come into season and accept the tup. Also tup lambs are also a bit
more inexperienced and may need time to get into a rhythm. If the
tup lamb is less than 50kg in weight, it is highly unlikely he will have
the maturity to service the ewes or the stamina to last the season
servicing ewes as his body-weight reduces.
Finally, when the tups have done their work, treat them well. They
have value and often over this period they can drop a couple of body
condition points following exertions. They will come off duty into
the hard winter weather and access to shelter, a good daily ration,
a full body check to look for injuries will aid in their recovery. They
are an asset that many have invested £££s and they should be treated
with respect.
NOTES FOR YOUR DIARY
2021 Scottish Upland Sheep Support Scheme (SUSSS)
This year’s Scottish Upland Sheep Support Scheme (SUSSS), which
provides additional support on top of the Basic Payment Scheme to
sheep producers who farm in Scotland’s rough grazing areas, will
close on the 30th of November 2021.
Online applications for SUSSS 2021 can be made on Rural
Payments and allow you to easily withdraw any animals from the
scheme that you no longer wish to claim, or that die during the
retention period.
Paper-based application forms are available through your local

Payment is based on the number of eligible ewe hoggs; or a
number equal to, or restricted to, one ewe hogg per four hectares
of eligible land, whichever is the fewer, retained by the stock owner
until 31st March 2022.
Scottish Suckler Beef Support Scheme – overview of scheme
This scheme gives direct support to specialist beef producers.
• It has an annual budget of £34 million for Scottish mainland
claims and £6 million for claims from the Scottish islands.
• The scheme year runs from 1 January to 31 December
• They pay on male and female calves at least 75 per cent beef bred
• Calves must have been born on your Scottish holding and kept
there for 30 days
• Animals born on or after 2 December are not eligible until the
next scheme year. They consider an animal to be one day old on
the day after it was born. So an animal born on 2 December is not
30 days old until after 1 January
• Claims can be made throughout the year and there is no limit to
the number of claims you can make by the close of the scheme
year on 31 December.
• You must keep a herd record book and officially identify cattle
on your holding in line with the Cattle Identification Regulations
(Scotland 2007)

Scottish Crofting Federation

Crofting Commission puts its thinking cap on
I

By Patrick Krause

n our last episode on the theme of ‘what’s
wrong with crofting?’, you will remember
that SCF wrote to the current board of
Crofting Commissioners, whose term of office
is approaching completion, asking them to
reflect on their watch at the helm of the
crofting regulator.
We asked what is preventing the commission
from being the effective custodian we all want,
what is required to restore crofting regulation to
good health? It is not a secret that the Crofting
Commission feel that they are restricted by the
current law and a lack of resources, that they are
unable to take action or make decisions that they
know would be right for crofting.

RESEARCH
PROVEN

So we ask, what are the specific areas of law
that can be identified for reform, that would lift
the legal fetters? What resources are needed to
regulate and enforce duties effectively? We have
had no reply to these important questions yet, but
there has been progress.
At the board meeting of the Crofting Commission this
week, a report was presented entitled “Consideration
of the Market in the Assignation of Croft Tenancies”
(you can find this on the commission website, and
it is worth a read). It gives some background detail
on the emergence of a developing market in croft
tenancies in the context of crofting legislation and
reflects on how this has been periodically debated
over a number of years. It points out that there have
been attempts by the Crofters Commission to control
prices within the tenancy assignation process, though

this was not successful.
It reminds the commissioners that it has
been concluded that stricter regulation and
enforcement of duties can suppress prices whilst
increasing residency and use of crofts. Various
options for Commission determination were
provided, including that “The Commission could
ask the Scottish Government to appoint an expert
panel to examine this specific issue and provide
recommendations prior to the process for any new
crofting legislation.” Seems a good idea.
After a short debate amongst the Commissioners,
which included attempts to frame the problem as
simply part of a global housing problem and the
suggestion that crofters could take a principled
stand and not sell for the market price, all
acknowledged that better/tougher regulation is

a realistic way to help depress prices, though to
do it effectively would require more resource.
The suggestion of changing the law so that the
commission had to approve owner-occupancy
transfers, an area that frustrates control of
assignations, was approved of, and the possibility
of a croft loan scheme for those who didn’t have
access to capital was raised (again).
The debate concluded with the commissioners
agreeing that another paper would be prepared on
what is realistic within current constraints.
The paper will be presented at the next board
meeting on 2nd December, at which the Cabinet
Secretary with responsibility for crofting, Mari
Gougeon, will be present. Whether it will go
further, into what changes to the law and resourcing
are needed to improve delivery, is yet to be seen.

EXTRA HIGH ENERGY
HELPS MAINTAIN EWE CONDITION
DURING PREGNANCY, FOR BETTER
LAMB PERFORMANCE AFTER BIRTH
COSTS ONLY 3-5P PER EWE PER DAY

+44 016973 32592 info@crystalyx-global.com Find your nearest stockist at crystalyx- global.com

Crystalyx UK
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‘Extraordinary
year’ for
livestock sales
D

By Annie Delin

irectors of Lewis and Harris Auction Mart
have hailed an ‘extraordinary year’ for
the Steinish Mart, with record prices reached
during the five sales of the 2021 season.

Sales closed in October after an intense run
in the early weeks of the month, as the ram sale,
cattle sale and final sale of sheep for the season all
followed on in quick succession.
The mart saw 148 rams of all breeds sold on 4
October, averaging £141.52 and selling to £600
gross for a blackface ram from 17B Habost, Ness.
The following day (5 October) auctioneers from
Dingwall and Highland Marts were back in the
ring for the annual cattle sale, with 132 weaned
calves and store cattle, nine breeding cattle and
20 OTM cattle brought forward for sale.

and £795 gross for a 335kg Limousin cross from
Lower Barvas.
An Aberdeen Angus cross from Tobson, Bernera
fetched £1,500, while a Limousin cross cow in
calf from Melbost, Point brought her seller £1,800.

Picture of the ram sale in early October

Mart director Kenny Macleod of Ness said:
“The cattle sale saw very good prices, with a lot
of cattle bought locally, which is good news for
future numbers of cattle in Lewis and Harris.
“The last sale of the season on 11 October saw
a big demand for gimmers, with the highest price
ever paid in Stornoway for a blackface gimmer
from the late Murdo Macleod of Garyvard, which
fetched £210.”
Just over 2,000 animals passed through the ring
at the final sale, bringing the year’s total of sheep
sold to 10,400 – the highest number ever in a sale
season for Stornoway.

A spokesperson for Dingwall and Highland
Marts said: “A great entry forward for Stornoway’s
annual cattle sale. With overseas buyers in force,
the locals fairly got stuck in to help their fellow
islanders.

Kenny said: “It’s been an extraordinary year,
with high prices reached for lambs, some over
£100 and many over £80. Records have been
broken and it’s been a buoyant market. We’re
hopeful this will carry on.

“It was grand to see calves stay on the island
and vendors going home happy with their day’s
trading.”

“The directors of Lewis and Harris Auction Mart
would like to thank Dingwall and Highland Marts
for running the sales and mainland buyers who
continue to be supportive and loyal.

Picture Steinish Mart

Join the SCF

Weaned bullocks sold to 300.5pp for a 193kg
beef Shorthorn cross from Urgha, Isle of Harris
and £890 gross for a 380kg Limousin cross from
Lower Barvas. Weaned heifers sold to 268.2 p for
a 220kg Limousin cross from Cross Skigersta Road

Lewis and Harris Auction Mart

“A special thanks to the crofters of Lewis and
Harris, those who support us year after year
and new sellers who have joined us this season,
contributing to such a successful year.”
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PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR OCTOBER 2021
The following planning applications are pending consideration by Comhairle nan Eilean Siar.
All information and accompanying documents are publicly available on the CnES website.

LEWIS
Temporary building
The Scottish Salmon Company is seeking
planning consent to site a temporary building as
additional office space at their existing East Loch
Roag shore base.
The proposal is to site a 6m x 3m one-room
Portacabin.
The shore base employs around 14 people,
according to the company, which has operated
the site for the past 20 years.

Erect bungalow with attached garage
Ms Donalda Thomson is seeking planning
consent to build a bungalow on a 1600 square
metre plot of land at 18A Aird Tong.
The proposal is for a three-bedroom home with
a single integral garage.

Erect a house
The Comhairle has received a planning
permission application to erect a house at 4C
Newpark, Callanish. The applicant is Ms Amy
Macleod, of 60A Keith Street, Stornoway.

Mast upgrading
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar has been notified of
upgrading work to the telecoms mast at Barvas.
The works are to be carried out by the mast
operators EE UK Ltd and Hutchison 3G UK Ltd.
The proposed works at the existing groundbased telecommunications site at Gleann Mor
will involve an upgrade of equipment attached to
the tower.
Meanwhile, a separate notification has been
received concerning equipment upgrading work
to the telecoms installation at Airigh Na Gaoithe,
Cross Skigersta Road, Ness.

Internal alterations and removal of external
stair
A planning application has been received to
carry alteration work at the Category C listed Unit
1, James Square, 9 James Street, Stornoway.
The proposal is to change the internal layout
of the late 19th Century building to create new
separate office units.
It is also planned to remove the external
galvanized spiral stairway.
The two-storey L-shaped building on the corner
of James Street and Bells Road was previously
known as the Old Coop Yard Buildings.
Two of the three existing office units are
currently occupied by a government agency,
while the third remains vacant.
The applicant, listed in the Planning
Justification Statement as the Norman Mackenzie
Retirement and Death Benefit Scheme, a private
pension scheme, wishes to remodel the internal
layout to create smaller office units.
It is proposed to subdivide the building into a
total of five separate office spaces.

Change of use
A proposal to convert the former Bragar Day
Care Centre at 20 Doune Park into a private
residence has been received from Mrs Avril Allen.
The applicant wishes to remodel the two-storey
building, which has lain empty for a number of
years, into a two-bedroom residence with a firstfloor dining room.

Rock armour strengthening
Highlands and Islands Enterprise have applied
for consent to place two to five-tonne rocks to
strengthen an existing repair to rock armour
revetments on the Arnish Industrial Estate.
The rock armour forms part of the shoreline
protection on the eastern side of the site.

Erect a house and garage
Planning consent is being sought to build a
home and garage at 42 Upper Bayble, Point.
The applicant, Mr Ian Furlong, of Cottingham,
East Yorkshire, is proposing to build a two-storey
four-bedroom home on a plot measuring 1082
square metres.

Erect a house
A planning application has been received for
the erection of a house at 1 Lochcroistean, Uig.
The applicant, Marianne Campbell, of Old
School, Lochcroistean, wishes to build the twobedroom one and a half storey dwelling on the
site of the former Mission Hall.
The Mission Hall was built after the Great War
and was in regular use until the 1970s but fell
into disrepair.

Erect an agricultural building
A prior notification has been submitted for the
erection of an agricultural building on the croft at
3 Lemreway. The applicant is Mr Colin Chisholm,
of Caw, Isle of Harris.
He intends to use the new 12-metre long
building to store machinery and stock.

Mussel lines
An application has been received for permission
to deploy two 330m twin-headline longlines for
the production of mussels in West Loch Erisort,
Balallan. The applicant is Mr Richard Tait of
Western Isles Mussels Ltd, of Walls, Shetland.
The application states that the development
will create three boat crew jobs.
The proposed site area is 60 metres wide by
410 metres.
The grid reference at the site’s midpoint is
Easting 130686 and Northing 920378.
The proposed production cycle is 36 months
using natural stocking methods.

Campervan site
A change of use application has been received
to convert croft land into a 17-pitch campsite at
35B Breasclete.
The applicant is Mr Donald J Morrion, of 30B
Breasclete.

House extension
Planning permission is being sought to extend
the property at Balloch, 6C Laxdale.
The applicant, Mrs Faye Macdonald, wishes to
create a utility room.

Greenfield housing development
A proposed eight house development on
a greenfield site at Cross Skigersta, Ness, has
been submitted for planning consent by Mr Alex
Murray of Alex Murray Construction Ltd, Island
Road, Stornoway.
The proposal is to build four semi-detached
single-storey blocks on a 0.53-hectare plot.
The development is a Hebridean Housing
Partnership project.

Erect four houses
Planning permission is being sought to build
four houses on an existing greenfield site at Loch
Street, Barvas.
The applicant is Mr Alex Murray, of Alex
Murray Construction Ltd, Island Road, Stornoway.
The development is on land owned by Urras
Sgire Oighreachd Bharabhais Community
Company, Ionad Na Seann Sgoil, North Shawbost.
The site is adjacent to Cearnag Na Sgoile.

Erect a house
Planning consent is being sought to demolish
an existing house at 35A Vatisker and erect a new
one on the same 1211 square metre site.
The applicant is Ms Christina Stewart, of 9
Gearraidh Ghuirm.
The plans include the installation of an air
source heat pump.

Erect a house and studio
A four-bedroom house with a detached studio
is proposed for land at 9B Kirkibost, Bernera.
The applicant, Mrs Jenny Wilson, of Newton
Harcourt, Leicester, plans to build on a site
adjacent to Bernera Lodge.
The studio is described as being for ancillary
domestic use.
Removal of conifers Planning permission is
being requested to remove several conifer trees
from the property at 2 Plantation Road. The tightly
packed trees now tower over the two-storey
house. One mature tree has already fallen over.
Details of the applicant have not been uploaded
to the Comhairle’s online planning portal.

New signage

Erect a house

The Coop superstore on Macaulay Road,
Stornoway, is set to revamp its external signage
if their application for planning permission is
granted.

A two-storey house with an integrated double
garage is proposed for a 1500 square metre site at
57C Leurbost.

The supermarket chain wants to replace their
existing signage with a range of new advertisement
signage on the building and in the car park.

The applicant for planning permission is Anna
Macleod, of 57 Leurbost.

Consent is being sought for a period of five years.

Solar array
Planning consent is being sought for an 11
panel 3.6Kw ground-based solar panel array at
12 Hacklete, Bernera.
The applicant, Mrs Anne Watt, of 9 Kiln Ridge,
Stornoway, plans to install the renewable energy
system at the Harsger View Holiday Cottage.
The solar panels, mounted on ground-level
consoles, will be tilted at 15 degrees facing
southwest.

Reslating
Proposals have been submitted to re-slate
the roof and instal a solar panel array at Flat A,
Seaforth House, 23 Scotland Street, Stornoway.
The application for planning permission has
been submitted by Tighean Innse Gall, of 13-15
Francis Street, Stornoway.

The applicant, Mr John Adams, of 3 Mackenzie
Street, Stornoway, has applied for planning
consent to build a single-storey two-bedroom
house with a detached garage and adjoining
hobby woodworking workshop.
It is also proposed to instal a domestic-scale
wind turbine.

HARRIS
Fish farm redevelopment
Mowi Scotland Ltd, the operators of the
Trilleachan Mor Fish Farm in Loch Seaforth,
Maraig, has applied for consent to revamp their
operation.
The proposal is to remove the existing
equipment on-site and install five 160 metre
circular pens and a C-CAP feed system with
associated mooring lines.
The reconfiguration will take place within the
boundary of the existing fish farm.
Mowi Scotland Ltd says the redevelopment will
support and streamline fish health and welfare
management and predation control by installing
fewer, larger pens.
The same maximum biomass will be farmed
while operating at a reduced stocking density.
The 160-metre pens, already implemented
at two other Mowi Scotland sites at Noster and
Seaforth, will reduce the number of pens at
Trilleachan Mor from 24 to 15.

Renewal of permission
The Isle of Harris Distillers Ltd in Tarbert has
applied to renew planning permission previously
granted for an extension to their bottling and cask
stores, alterations to their car park, a new service
road and alterations to the existing road.
The development has been on hold since 2018.
As well as increased visitor and staff parking
and changes to the layout of the access, the
extra capacity for bottling and cask storage at the
distillery will create extra jobs, according to the
design statement submitted.

Erect dwellinghouse
A planning application has been submitted to
erect a dwelling house at 15 Strond.
The applicant, Mr Peter Mackay, of Upper
End, Leverburgh, wishes to build a one-bedroom
single-storey home on a 1517 square metre plot
on his croft.

Erect bungalow with detached garage
Planning consent is being sought to erect a
house with a detached garage at 1 Northton.
The applicants, Matthew and Linda Armstrong,
of Ferry Road, Leverburgh, are proposing to build
a three-bedroom home on a 1500 square metre
plot on their croft in Northton.

NORTH UIST
Erect a house
Planning permission is being sought to erect a
house on a 0.11-hectare plot of land at 1 Tigharry.
The applicant is Mrs Anne McLellan, of 17
Hougharry.

House plots

New house erection

Planning permission in principle is being
sought to create seven house plots at Claddach
Vallay, Sollas.

A house, workshop and wind turbine are being
proposed for a plot of land at 51B North Galson.

The applicant is Mr Ralph Thomson, of R C
Macaulay (Kirkibost) Ltd, Daliburgh, South Uist.
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The total site area extends to 10,554 square
metres and is located southwest of the A865
beyond the Committee Road end junction.
The house plots are to be located along
an existing 300m access track and large
enough to accommodate at least three to fourbedroomed homes.

BENBECULA
Erect vehicle store
A planning application has been received
from Highlands and Islands Airport to erect a
vehicle store at Benbecula Airport, Balivanich.
The application falls within permitted
development.

SOUTH UIST
Erect a polycrub
A prior notification form has been submitted
for an agricultural polycrub to be erected at 24
Ardivachar, Eochar.
The applicant, Dr Christine Johnson of
24B Ardivachar, plans to use the 12m x 4m
polycrub to grow vegetables.

Fence application
A retrospective planning application has
been received for consent for a 1.7m fence
built at the side of a property at 14 Leonard
Place, Daliburgh.
The applicant is Mrs Ursina Hack-Maclellan
of the same address.

Agricultural shed
A prior notification has been received of
plans to erect an agricultural building at 269
Daliburgh, Lochboisdale.
The applicant, Mr Fergus Walker, of the
same address, plans to erect an 18m x 12m
galvanised shed to store machinery and
livestock.

BARRA
Erect a house
Planning consent is being sought to build a
single-storey dwelling on a decrofted plot of
land at 34 Eoligarry.
The applicant is Mr Donald Macmillan, of
Towerhill Avenue, Inverness.
The proposed house site measures 0.166
hectares.

Siting of storage container
Isle of Barra Distillers Ltd has applied to site
a 40ft shipping container to the side of their
leased premises at Unit 5, Castlebay Business
Estate.
The applicant, Mr Michael Morrison, states
in the application form that the sea container
is a temporary measure to store dry goods
such as glass bottles and cardboard.
The extra storage space will help overcome
capacity issues due to the company’s
continued growth.
The shipping container will enable the
company to accommodate 24 extra pallets
of goods to keep pace with current business
growth.
The application states that the company is
looking to expand the business and build a
distillery on the north end of the island.
It is, therefore, thought the storage container
will only be in use for two or three years until
the business moves into its new premises.
In the Justification Statement, Mr Morrison,
the managing director of Isle of Barra
Distillers, states that the extra storage capacity
will enable the company to commit to larger
orders from the UK and export market.

Isle of Harris

Sailing far and wide
in the pages of history
H

Review by Fred Silver

istory can sometimes be news…and the
publication of a very straightforward
book called Hebridean Coasters: The Ships of
R Cunningham (Scalpay) Ltd is one of those
occasions.

Why is that?
It’s because it is another brick in a growing wall
of evidence which challenges the orthodoxy of
how history in the Western Isles is portrayed.
The prevailing picture of the islands – as
advertised to visitors and would-be migrants – is
one of isolation, empty beaches, and so-called
wilderness.
The dominant traditional historical image in the
background is one of dark crofting villages, sheepobsessed landlords, and subsistence agriculture.
The reality was somewhat different.
The late Fr Calum MacLellan pointed out to me
more than 20 years ago that there was a paradox.
Despite all modern transport advances, compared
to when he was a young person on Eriskay, the
island became far more isolated in the years before
the causeway was completed in 2001. This was
because, for island communities, the sea used not to
be a barrier but instead was the vital link between all
communities, and not just small islands.
In 1843, a wedding guest travelling from
Edinburgh to London after the marriage of James
Matheson and Mary Jane Perceval, chose to make
the journey by sea since, before the railways, that
was the fastest way, although the voyage was stormy.
Family histories from that of Uist’s Flora Macdonald
in the 18th Century, to the Metagama migrants of
the 1920s, the back-and-forth movements between
Lewis and Patagonia in the early 20th Century and
even Rubhachs working in the car industry in Detroit
in the 1960s who returned home to live, all show
how travelling both back and forth across the Atlantic
was constantly done.
The chronicles and records of the long civil war
which spluttered across the Highlands and Islands
from 1493 with the end of the Lordship of the Isles
to 1746 and the Jacobite suppression, tell exactly the
same tale…constant sea-borne traffic for raids, flights
from authority, and of course, for trade and fishing.
The late Achmore-based historical writer John
Marsden in his widely-acclaimed 1995 work,
Sea Roads of the Saints, makes exactly the same
point about life in the Islands in the 500-800 AD
period – the extent to which this aspect of island
history has been overlooked by landlocked,
academically-hamstrung historians was brought
to John and his wife and proof-reader Jennie by
the number of people and groups which contacted
them to praise his work, including a religious
community in northern France.
And then there is the whole history of the Norse
kingdom of the Isles which was ruled from the Isle
of Man for centuries, and thus utterly dependent
on maritime links.
The mid-18th Century saw Stornoway explode
as an industrial centre, with tens of shipbuilding
firms, for instance until iron-ships with engines
started to sweep tradition aside from the mid19th Century onwards. It is no coincidence that
Stornoway had in 1772 obtained official coats of
arms for at least 10 guilds of crafts and skills. Or

that it was able to defeat the Matheson family over
the planned Garve-Ullapool rail link in 1892…
or raise the money to build the original, far larger
Town Hall opened in 1905. This wealth came
from industry and trade.
Why bring this up as part of a commentary on a
book about a Scalpay-based shipping line?
It’s for context.
The Cunninghams’ international cargo shipping
line did not erupt in isolation. It was part of a
wider history of island industry, entrepreneurship
and skills which has been lost sight of because of
the obsession amongst journalists and historians
(often one and the same) with crofting rights and
landlords, and distant marketing agencies and
‘influencers’ with so-called wildernesses.
So what has writer Colin Tucker, who stays in
Coll on Lewis, made of R Cunningham (Scalpay)
Ltd?
Colin has already published much excellent
work on Isles shipping, the most recent being
‘Mary Jane and The Marquis... Steamship
Communication to Stornoway 1819 to 1855’.
And he has followed an effective path again
with this work, gathering together all the available
data, plus personal, reminiscences of some of
those involved.
One point which he makes – about the lack
of cargoes out of Stornoway, compared to those
coming in – I feel is missing the point. The cargoes
coming in were bulky items – coal, grain, salt and
so on. The exports were quite different, often less
bulky – so there was an imbalance caused not by
lack of activity but by the differing types of activity.
The start of the business can be traced back to
the 1860s when Alasdair Cunningham travelled –
at the age of 17 – to Wick to collect a boat called
the Restless Wave. This was the first of a succession
of fishing smacks that were converted to cargo
carrying. Later on, the majority of the boats used
came from the Netherlands – a demonstration in
itself of the international nature of business at that
time. The crews, however, were from Scalpay.
Cargoes were of vital materials, such as coal
and salt, needed for food preservation in that era.

Of particular importance was the supply of fuel to
the islands’ many lighthouses.
Only in the 1910s and 1920s was it necessary
to start equipping the line with engine-powered
vessels.
A fascinating wee insight into pre-mechanical
life – and life in a family firm – comes with an
anecdote involving the Crinan Canal where if no
horses were available, human power could be
used to haul the boat through. The book recalls:
“On one such occasion, Ian Cunningham who was
on holiday at home from his work as a carpenter in
the Clyde yards, was hitching a free lift back to the
Clyde, unleashed the harness and having a short
fuse, threw the rope at the skipper’s feet with the
retort: ‘You will not make a so-and-so horse out of
me’, packed his bags, set off to Canada and spent
the rest of his life on that continent.”
There are many photographs, both black and
white and colour, and the insights into life on
board – in storms and out – make great reading.
While the lists of ports served take me back to Fr
Calum’s point. The sea linked, not separated, in
those times. Ports included many all across the
UK, Ireland, northern Europe and Scandinavia.
So why did it end? Just as Fr Calum explained to
me in his kitchen in Eriskay 20 years ago, it was roads
and rules. The final straw was a change in regulations
that transferred the gas contract to the roads and rollon, roll-off ferries in 1991. And the trading activity of
the last vessel of the line ended in 1993.
‘Well done’ to Colin Tucker for letting some
more light fall on the varied history of the islands
and their many seaways.
The publication by Scalpay Historical Society/
Comunn Eachdraidh Scalpaigh was made possible
by grants from Scalpay Community Council;
local Comhairle nan Eilean Siar councillors;
and the Small Projects Fund of the Western Isles
Development Trust. The books sells for £12
(Plus £3 P & P) and is available by email from
cescalpaigh@gmail.com or via 01859 540488 or
07551 061891

Eilean Glas

Page 26 - EVENTS

www.hebevents.com

04/11/21 - 01/12/21

Santa’s coming to Tràigh Mhòr Trekking

A

By Annie Delin

successful summer for Tràigh Mhòr Pony
Trekking has drawn to a close, but there
are plenty of dream-come-true days ahead,
with November beach rides starting on
Saturday 6 November – and Santa trots on the
horizon.
The North Tolsta company saw the year start
with a move of premises, boosted by a business
grant from Highlands and Islands Enterprise which
helped to make the pony trekking company bigger
and better.
The business expansion has helped company
founders Leigh and Gavin Minion fulfil their
objectives of creating jobs and offering better
facilities to visitors and local customers alike.
And, as a result, 12 young people have been

employed in full and part-time posts through the
summer, helping to deliver activities ranging from
youth nights, ladies’ nights and parent and child
tasters to the ever-popular beach and moorland
treks.
As the summer came to an end, Leigh and
Gavin treated their team of young helpers to a staff
night out, at the County Hotel in Stornoway.
Leigh said: “Whilst myself and Gavin rumble
away on the background, these absolutely amazing
girls bring much joy and happiness and make
more wishes come true than fairy godmothers!
“At their much-deserved staff night out you
wouldn’t think they had been running around after
children all day long or indeed week long. Our
customers join me in thanking them all for all their
diligence, hard work, enthusiasm, commitment,
compassion, empathy and kindness.”

With the shorter days, thoughts have now turned
to winter adventures, the most exciting of which is
always the well-planned Santa Trot.
This year the venue will be Lochside Arena,
where riders will have the chance to meet Santa
on a festive pony ride and will receive a very
special secret present from Tràigh Mhòr Trekking
as a memento of the occasion.
A new addition this year is a charity raffle prize
fundraiser in aid of Catch 23, the Western Isles
Mental Health Association.
Leigh said: “Heartbroken is an understatement
for how I felt when someone I knew took their
own life. No one should go through that suffering,
torment and pain ... not ever.
“So this year we aspire to raise £5,000 and
are asking for help to put together three luxury

Tràigh Mhòr Pony Trekking

2021 Santa Trot
– LOCHSIDE ARENA –
Thursday 16th to
Saturday 18th December

£25pp

hampers to raffle off, filled with lovely things from
the local businesses in the Western Isles.
“If you think you can contribute that would be
awesome. Let us make a world of difference.”
The Santa Trot will be at Lochside Arena on the
evening of Thursday 16 December and all day on
Friday 17 and Saturday 18 December.
Slots must be booked in advance and cost
£25 per person. Find out more and book via the
Tràigh Mhòr Pony Trekking Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/Traigh-Mhor-PonyTrekking-2060230107610863/
Pictures show some of the summertime rides
on beach and moor, youth evening at Tràigh Mhòr
Trekking and young staff on their company outing
in October this year (Tràigh Mhòr Pony Trekking).

A festive themed
pony ride, with a special
visit to see Santa
GIFT VOUCHERS AND
STOCKING FILLER GIFTS

Contact 01851 890481
or 890453 (evenings)
or visit our Facebook page.

INCLUDES OUR ANNUAL CHARITY RAFFLE
PRIZE DRAW IN AID OF CATCH 23

04/11/21 - 01/12/21

www.hebevents.com

EVENTS - Page 27

Flu and COVID-19 vaccine roll-out
S

contracting COVID-19 – it helps prevent serious
illness in the event that you catch the virus. It is
therefore important that individuals follow the
simple precautions in place:

As per JCVI advice, they are vaccinating people in
the highest risk groups for both Flu and COVID-19
first. NHS Western Isles staff have so far provided both
Flu and COVID booster vaccinations to residents in
older adult care homes and Flu immunisation to preschool children aged 2-5.
Both Flu and COVID Booster vaccination has
been offered to a significant proportion of those
aged 80 and over across the Western Isles and we
are currently inviting those aged 70 and over to
attend appointments/drop-in clinics for both Flu
and COVID Booster. Pregnant women will be able
to receive their Flu vaccine from their midwife at an
appropriate time.
Primary and secondary school Flu immunisations
are also currently progressing well, and Flu (and
COVID Booster for those eligible) clinics continue
to be held for health and social care staff as well
as for unpaid carers (young carers are eligible for
the Flu vaccine, adult unpaid carers are eligible for
both Flu and COVID Booster). At the same time,
we continue to offer first and second dose COVID
vaccinations to everyone eligible, as well as third
doses as an extra ‘top up’ for people with a severely
weakened immune system.

• When meeting with others, try to keep your
distance - meet outdoors where possible;

cotland’s Influenza (Flu) and Covid-19
Booster programmes are continuing at pace,
and NHS Western Isles is working as quickly as
possible through eligible groups.

• When meeting indoors, open a window and let
fresh air in;
• Keep cleaning your hands and hand surfaces
regularly;

• Keep self-testing regularly (twice a week and
before travelling) when you have no symptoms;
• If you have any symptoms, regardless of how
mild, please self-isolate and arrange a PCR
(Laboratory test) by calling 01851 601151 or
emailing: wi.covid19queries@nhs.scot;
• Get vaccinated when your turn comes.

KEEP
ON
KEEPING
SAFE!
KEEP ON KEEPING SAFE!

>

>
>
NEXT STAGE
NHS Western Isles plans to begin providing dropin opportunities (no appointment needed) for Flu and >
COVID Booster vaccinations for those aged 60 and
over and for adults aged 16 or over with underlying
health conditions by mid-November (though if good
progress is achieved, we may be able to start offering
appointments to this group earlier in November).
Those who do not attend drop-in clinics will receive
an appointment letter.
They will be running a series of drop-in clinics for
eligible groups over the coming weeks and months
(by age/’at risk’ group) for people to attend without
an appointment letter. For those who do not attend
the drop-in clinics, appointment letters will be
issued (with the exception of health and social care
staff, pregnant women and school children).
The winter Flu and COVID-19 vaccination
programmes are working together to reduce the risks
for both types of illness. Wherever possible, those
eligible for the Booster jab will be offered both the
Flu vaccine and COVID-19 Boosters on the same
day. This is safe and effective to do and will reduce
the need to have two separate appointments.
So far (end October 2021), NHSWI have
administered more than 3,800 Covid-19 Boosters
and more than 3,200 Flu vaccinations.
For those in the underlying health conditions
group – the type of health condition will guide
whether they will be given a flu jab, the COVID-19
booster, or both vaccines.
Full details on who is eligible for these
vaccinations are available on NHS Inform.
NHS Western Isles Nurse and AHP Director/
Chief Operating Officer, Fiona Mackenzie said:
“We are currently working through priority lists for
those who are eligible for the COVID-19 Vaccine
Booster and the Flu vaccine and are making good
headway. Appointments for both vaccines are being
scheduled based on clinical need and age and it
will take into the middle of January for everyone to
be offered their vaccines. Boosters will be offered
to many of the groups who routinely have the flu
vaccine to protect people from both illnesses. To
support this, we are ensuring those most vulnerable
are vaccinated first.
“Everyone who is eligible will be offered
a vaccination. If you haven’t received your
appointment letter yet, please be patient. You do not
have to do anything now - you will be contacted,
notifying you of your appointment.
“When offered vaccinations we would
encourage people to take these up. Flu can be
extremely serious and is very infectious. With
COVID-19 still circulating in the community we
can best protect those most at risk as well as ease
pressure on our National Health Service and social
care services by encouraging everyone eligible to
get vaccinated against flu and boost their immunity
to coronavirus.”
We would remind our communities that the
COVID vaccine does not prevent you from

• Remember face coverings are required in most
indoor public places (exemptions apply);

• When meeting with others, try to keep your distance - meet
possible;
Whenoutdoors
meeting where
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try to keep your distance - meet outdoors
where
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• When
meeting indoors, open a window and let fresh air in;
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• Keep
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Remember
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Keep self-testing regularly (twice a week and before travelling) when
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you• have
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If youwhen
have you
any have
symptoms,
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regardless
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isolate
and arrange a PCR (Laboratory test) by calling
*Exemptions
apply.
Get vaccinated
whenoryour
turn comes.
01851 601151
emailing:
wi.covid19queries@nhs.scot

Remember face coverings
>
are required in most
>
indoor public places.
>

• Get vaccinated when your turn comes.

SAFER CHOICES MAKE A DIFFERENCE

SAFER CHOICES MAKE A DIFFERENCE
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Let’s talk medicines!
N

HS Western Isles is urging islanders who
take regular medication, prescription
and non-prescription, to take a fresh look
at the medicines they take as part of a new
campaign to make sure they are getting the
best possible care.

The ‘Let’s Talk Medicines’ campaign, which
launches during November, encourages people
on repeat prescriptions to look again at the
medicines they take and speak to their pharmacist
or GP if they have any questions or concerns.

The campaign, which will be held over three
months, will feature a different medication aspect:
waste/amnesty (November), hospital green bags
(December) and issues/concerns (January).
Natalie Bowling, NHS Western Isles Lead
Primary Care Pharmacist, explained: “Many people
may have been taking the same repeat prescription
for a while and may be unsure how effective it is or
even if the medicines are still required.
“We know many patients, especially those who
are taking several different medicines, may be unsure

Take a fresh
look at what
medicines
you take

Erinn Nicolson, Community Pharmacist at
Stornoway’s K.J. MacDonald Pharmacy Ltd, and
who also features in the new campaign, added:
“Many people will ask their local pharmacist
for advice about medicines bought over the
counter like common treatments for colds and
flu. However they often don’t realise that they
can also talk to their pharmacist about any
prescription medication they are taking.”
The campaign will feature local staff who
work within different areas of pharmacy
teams, comprising community, primary care
and hospital. Posters will be displayed at GP
Practices, hospital and community pharmacies.
If you are not sure what your medicines are for, or
you are worried about using them, please talk to your
GP Practice, Community Pharmacist. Alternatively
contact your GP Practice to make an appointment
with the Primary Care Pharmacy team.
Healthcare is always changing... it’s always
OK to ask.

Repeat
prescriptions…
D

We want to help you
get the best possible
prescription care
Many people have been taking the
same repeat prescription for a while
and are unsure how effective it is,
or even if the medicines are still
required.
Patients may also be unsure why a
medicine has been prescribed, or
how often it should be taken. They
may also have stopped taking certain
medicines due to side effects, without
first discussing this with their GP or
pharmacist.
If you are not sure what your
medicines are for, or are worried
about using them, talk to your GP
Practice or Community Pharmacist.
Alternatively contact your GP Practice
to make an appointment with the
Primary Care Pharmacy team.

Natalie Bowling
Lead Primary Care Pharmacist, NHS Western Isles

why each medicine has been prescribed or how often
they should be taking it. Others may experience side
effects that they are worried about or have stopped
taking certain medicines as they no longer think
they need them but have never mentioned this to
their pharmacist or GP. Whatever the issue we want
people to know that it’s always ok to ask.”

Healthcare is always changing... it’s
always OK to ask.

#letstalkmedicines

oes your household have any out-ofdate or no longer used prescribed
medications? If so, you’re not alone, and
as part of this month’s ‘Let’s Talk Medicines’
campaign, local community pharmacists are
encouraging patients to visit them to discuss
repeat prescriptions and how they can return
unwanted medications safely.

Erinn Nicolson, Community Pharmacist at
Stornoway’s K.J. MacDonald Pharmacy Ltd,
explained “Carers who pick up prescriptions for
a member of their family can also get advice from
their pharmacist if they have any questions or
concerns or to make sure that the patient is taking
their medicines correctly. This is particularly
important for older patients who are taking
several medicines as it’s easy to get confused
about how often they should be taking each
one.”The campaign also urges islanders who may
have quantities of out-of-date or no longer used
prescribed medications, to ensure they adopt
a safe approach in their disposal, by returning
these medications to their GP Practice or local
pharmacy.
Erinn added, “Binning or flushing unwanted
prescribed mediations can harm the local
environment, cause risk to other people, and
also cause household toilet/water contamination.
We also want to ensure that there is no harm or
risk to others within or visiting the household –
medications can be a huge safety risk for children
and others who might take them.”
Islanders are also reminded that they should
only order repeat medications if they are needed
and in doing so, can help play a major part
in tackling the financial issue around wasted
medicines.
In fact, every year in NHS Scotland £20
million is spent on medicines waste. The biggest
problem coming from repeat prescriptions that
people no longer need or use.
Another important detail to remember is that
unused medications cannot be recycled, so are not
able to be reissued to another person. Even if you
never open them, once medicines have left the
pharmacy, they cannot be recycled or used by anyone
else.
If you have any questions or concerns about
any prescription medication you are taking,
please do not hesitate to contact your GP,
Pharmacist or Practice Nurse.

04/11/21 - 01/12/21
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New
dermatology
service
L

ocal patients with skin conditions will
shortly be able to receive expert support
without leaving their home, by using the new
Digital Dermatology Assessment Service.
Led by the NHS Western Isles Specialist
Dermatology team, the service will enable patients
to have greater choice and flexibility over how they
access the service, whether via a virtual or face-toface appointment.  
Those choosing to use the virtual service can use
a smart phone, tablet or computer to register.  They
will then be invited to a virtual appointment which
will remain open for a five-day period, giving the
patient time to securely upload images of their skin
condition for review e.g. a skin flare up, rash or
other skin problem.  Patients will also be asked to
answer a few questions about their condition, along
with details of any treatments that they are using or
have used.

Take a fresh
look at what
medicines
you take
Does your household
have any out-of-date
or no longer used
prescribed medications?

The images and information are assessed
remotely by the NHS Western Isles Specialist
Dermatology team.  In addition, a dermatology
clinician can virtually ‘chat’ with the patient via
secure messaging, to ask follow-up questions and
advise the patient of any action needed e.g. a
prescription change, referral to another department,
or to be invited for a further virtual follow-up or
physical examination. A record of the assessment is
also automatically sent to the patient’s GP.

If so, you can safely dispose of them
by returning them to your GP surgery
or local pharmacy.

Angela Woodley, NHS Western Isles Dermatology
Specialist Nurse, said “In many cases the new
dermatology digital appointment system will mean
that patients will receive a diagnosis direct from
the clinician, alongside a treatment plan via secure
email or text. The new digital system will allow the
Dermatology service to provide expert care, whilst
keeping our community safe.”

Binning or flushing unwanted
prescribed medications can harm
the local environment, cause
risk to other people, and also
cause household toilet/water
contamination.

“This method of communication between the
patient and the clinician will reduce the need for
patients to travel and also reduce waiting times.
It provides a permanent record of every digital
consultation for the patient to keep, which can also
help to support their treatment plan.”

Only order repeat medications if
you need them and remember that
unused medications are unable to be
reused.

Local teams from NHS Western Isles (IT, TEC and
Patient Services) have worked closely with designers
‘Storm ID’ and National Services Scotland, to
integrate a seamless service with existing patient
record systems.   
Donna Maclean, NHS Western Isles Technology
Enabled Care (TEC) Officer, said “It is really
rewarding to be able to enhance another care
pathway using technology.  In many cases this
could mean a faster route to treatment and could
help reduce waiting list times for those people who
really do need a face-to-face appointment. It’s also
been great to see another example of how keen the
Dermatology team are to embrace new technology
that could benefit their patients.”
“This innovative method of delivering health care
is a more convenient way for patients to receive the
same high level they expect, but by conveniently
using their own devices in their own homes.”
The new service will commence in Lewis and
Harris within the coming weeks, before being
rolled out to Uist and Barra.
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If you have any questions or
concerns about a prescription, do
not hesitate to ask your GP, Practice
Nurse or Pharmacist.
Healthcare is always changing... it’s
always OK to ask.
Erinn Nicolson
Community Pharmacist, K.J. MacDonald Pharmacy Ltd

#letstalkmedicines

COVID-19 – PLEASE SELF-ISOLATE AND ARRANGE A TEST IF YOU DEVELOP ANY NEW SYMPTOMS
IF YOU DEVELOP ANY SYMPTOMS OF COVID-19:
• a new and persistent cough
• a high temperature
• a loss of, or change in, your normal sense of taste or smell

You and your entire household should immediately self-isolate and you should request a
test. Even if you have been vaccinated, it is still vital that you follow these steps.

Symptoms as follows have also been common to those who have tested positive for COVID-19 disease.
So, if you develop any of the following, you should also self-isolate and seek advice:
• a tickly or sore throat;
• unexplained fatigue;
• unexplained headache;

• sore bones, muscle or joint pain;
• general flu-like symptoms; or
• gastro-intestinal symptoms

To book a test, contact the local helpline on 01851 601151 or email: wi.covid19queries@nhs.scot
Please visit our local COVID-19 website at www.coronavirus.wi.nhs.scot for further information.
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New books at Western Isles Libraries
FICTION
ABBOTT, Megan

The turnout

Thriller

AHERN, Cecelia

Freckles

CLEEVES, Ann

The heron’s cry

General Fiction

Viral Thriller

CUTLER, Judith

Death’s long shadow

Historical Crime

DOHERTY,Paul

Dark Queen watching

Historical Fiction

DOWNING, Samantha For your own good
The beloved girls

FRANCIS, Felix

Iced Thriller

FRENCH, Nicci

The unheard

Thriller
General Fiction

Thriller

GREGORY, Susanna The chancellor’s secret

Historical Crime

HARRIS, Joanne

A narrow door

Thriller

HAWKINS, Paula

A slow fire burning

Thriller

HENRY, James

Whitethroat

Crime

HOLDEN, Wendy

The Duchess

General Fiction

HORNBY, Emma

Her wartime secret

Saga

HOROWITZ, Anthony A line to kill

Crime

KERR, Philip

Prayer

LA PLANTE, Lynda

Unholy murder

LEWIS, Susan

I have something to tell you

MARK, David

Past life

McDERMID, Val

1979 Thriller

Thriller
Crime
Thriller
Crime

MCILVANNEY, William The dark remains, with Ian Rankin

Crime

MEYRICK, Denzil

Terms of restitution

Thriller

MORIARTY, Liane

Apples never fall

Thriller

PARRY, Ambrose

A corruption of blood

Historical Crime

PATTERSON, James The noise

Thriller

PENNY, Louise

Thriller

The madness of crowds

ROBB, J.D.

Forgotten in death

ROONEY, Sally

Beautiful world, where are you

ROSE, Karen

Say goodbye

SLIMANI, Leila

The country of others

SMITH, Alexander McCall
STEEL, Danielle

Crime
General Fiction
Thriller
General Fiction

The Joy and Light Bus Company

Complications

COMUNN EACHDRAIDH NIS Eorodal

BATES, Sasha

A grief companion: practical support and a guiding
hand through the darkness of loss

COMUNN EACHDRAIDH NIS Lìonal

Girl’s life

Fashion, Kids & Teens

LENG’ETE, Nice

The girls in the wild fig tree: how I fought to save
myself, my sister and thousands of girls worldwide

RIVETT, Mary MacLeod

The Outer Hebrides: a historical guide

Guardian weekly

Culture, News & politics
Travel & outdoor

Vol 228, n˚2-2021

Chief of Staff: notes from Downing Street

GAELIC

Outdoor life

BARWELL, Gavin

Dead doubles: the extraordinary worldwide hunt
for one of the Cold War’s most notorious spy rings

Time for kids family (age 8+)
11 October 2021

Kids & teens, Parenting

BARNES, Trevor
STEINEM, Gloria

My life on the road

CUMMINES, Bobby

I am not a gangster: fixer, armed robber, hitman, OBE

LEE, Carol Ann

A passion for poison: a true story: serial killer,
poisoner, schoolboy

JOHNSON, Catherine Race to the frozen North

Junior

COWELL, Cressida

MAGAN, Manchan

Thirty-two words for field

MONBIOT, George

Politics

GIANNELLA, Valentina
We are all Greta
current affairs

NICOLSON, Adam

The sea is not made of water: life between the tides

MORPURGO, Michael When fishes flew

Crime

COOK, Robin

EVANS, Harriet

NON FICTION

COCHRAN, Gregory 10,000 year explosion: how civilization accelerated
human evolution
GILBERT, Professor Sarah Vaxxers: the inside story of the Oxford AstraZeneca
vaccine and the race against the virus
LEWIS, Michael

The premonition: a pandemic story

BURROW, Rob

Too many reasons to live: my autobiography

KAY, Jackie

Bessie Smith

RODDIE, Alex

The farthest shore: seeking solitude and nature on
the Cape Wrath Trail in winter

MURTON, Paul

The Highlands

HUSSAIN, Tharik

Minarets in the mountains: a journey into Muslim
Europe

THUBRON, Colin

The Amur River: between Russia and China

ROBERTS, Alice

Ancestors: the prehistory of Britain in seven burials

HASTINGS, Max

Operation Pedestal: the fleet that battled to Malta 1942

DUDGEON, Piers

Our Glasgow: memories of life in disappearing Britain

MACFARLANE, Colin The real Gorbals story: true tales from Glasgow’s
meanest streets

01851 822744

Tuesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

:
:
:
:

10am - 3pm
10am - 3pm
10am - 3pm
10am - 12pm & 1 - 3pm

Tarbert Library
01859 502971

Monday
Tuesday
Thursday
Saturday

:
:
:

4 - 6pm
4 - 6 pm
4 - 6pm
10am - 1pm

Total film

E-BOOKS
How did we get into this mess?

MORRIS, Heather

Three sisters

ROONEY, Sally

Beautiful world, where are you

Movies, TV & music

1 November 2021

E-AUDIOBOOKS

Young adult

How to train a dragon’s fury

Junior

Young adult, Politics &

HAIG, Matt

The Comfort book

Health

Historical fiction

MCDERMID, Val

Still life

Thriller

Romance

OSMAN, Richard

The Man who died twice

Mystery

FEATURED TITLES
by Susan Lewis
High-flying lawyer Jessica Wells has it all. A
successful career, loving husband Tom and a family
she adores. But one case – and one client – will put
all that at risk.
Edward Blake. An ordinary life turned upside
down – or a man who quietly watched television
while his wife was murdered upstairs? With more
questions than answers and a case too knotted to
unravel, Jessica suspects he’s protecting someone.
Then she comes home one day and her husband
utters the words no one ever wants to hear. Sit down
… I have something to tell you
Now Jessica must fight not only for the man she
defends, but for the man she thought she trusted
with her life – her husband.

The glass wall: lives on the Baltic frontier

LOCAL HISTORY
TAYLOR, Hamish

An Decca: a brief outline of the Decca Navigator System
and its place in the community of Ness, 1956 - 2000

Library Hours
Stornoway Library

cruinneachadh bardachd

15 October 2021

VATIKIOTIS, Michael Lives between the lines: a journey in search of the
lost Levant

Crime

General Fiction

No shame

TOUGH, Jenny ed. Tough women adventure stories: stories of grit,
courage and determination

EGREMONT, Max

MACAMHLAIGH, Fred Fear de Mhuinntir Sholais = A Sollas man:

October/November 2021

I have something
to tell you

MARGOLYES, Miriam This much is true
ALLEN, Tom

E-MAGAZINES

Liniclate Library
01870 603691

Tuesday
Friday
Saturday

:
:
:

4 - 7 pm
2.30 - 6 pm
10am - 1pm

Castlebay Library
0187101871
817200
817200

Tuesday
Thursday
Saturday

:
:
:

4 - 6 pm
6 - 8 pm
10am - 1pm

www.cne-siar.gov.uk/libraries / library.enquiries@cne-siar.gov.uk

My life on the road
by Gloria Steinem
Gloria Steinem had an itinerant childhood. Every
fall, her father would pack the family into the car
and they would drive across the country, in search
of their next adventure.
The seeds were planted: Steinem would spend
much of her life on the road, as a journalist,
organizer, activist, and speaker. In vivid stories
that span an entire career, Steinem writes about
her time on the campaign trail, from Bobby
Kennedy to Hillary Clinton; her early exposure
to social activism in India; organizing groundup movements in America; the taxi drivers who
were “vectors of modern myths” and the airline
stewardesses who embraced feminism; and the
infinite contrasts, the “surrealism in everyday
life” that Steinem encountered as she travelled
back and forth across the country.
With the unique perspective of one of the
greatest feminist icons of the 20th and 21st
centuries, here is an inspiring, profound,
enlightening memoir of one woman’s life-long
journey.

Don’t forget to look at our eBooks and eAudio titles as well – new titles are added every month

Search the library catalogue online – www.cne-siar.gov.uk/library
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Quiet custodian of Portnaguran mourned
A

By Annie Delin

huge funeral procession of the kind which has become
unfamiliar during recent times marked the last journey of
Kenneth Macdonald (Kenniman) from Garrabost Free Church to
his resting place at Aignish.
Kenniman, a lifetime resident of Portnaguran, was ill for only a
short time before his passing on Saturday 2 October, at the age of 82,
at Bethesda Hospice.
He had become the quiet custodian of Portnaguran over many
years, with the postcard neatness and gleaming white paintwork of
the harbour and pier testament to his diligence and dedication. The
grass in his beloved village was cut by him as recently as a month
before his death.
Born at 19 Burnside, Portnaguran, one of five children of John
Macdonald and Isabella Campbell, Kenny left home at 16 to join
the Merchant Navy. He travelled all over the world before returning
home to marry Mary Ann Campbell of 11 Portnaguran and settle on
her family croft.
After his marriage he worked as a welder and labourer at Arnish
and later went offshore to work on a diver support vessel. With two
sons, Murdo and Iain Eric, to support, he also had his own boat, the
Seeker, at Portnaguran harbour and would fish and put out creels in
Broad Bay.
Described as a quiet, kind and diligent man, Kenny loved and was
loved by his home village, dedicating much of his later life to keeping
the area trim and neat, and to sharing his knowledge and affection for
the place with visitors and fellow residents alike.

Photos show Kenniman at his beloved Portnaguran pier during summer 2021 and with his sons Iain Eric and Murdo

The maintenance and well-being of his village was extremely
important to him, and he was one of a locally-convened committee
which worked hard to enhance the local surroundings.

Son Iain Eric said: “He was always there with the pot of paint, the
strimmer or the mower. He had a sense of duty, was a diligent worker
and was very proud of his village.

Murdo said: “We had a lovely committee of like-minded people
and we created a picnic area and a walk around the village. In fact
one of Kenny’s old fishing boats, the Isabella, became the focal point
of the picnic site opposite the pier.

“He used to go to the pier to meet visitors, but he was never a
gossip, was always respectful and never imposed his views on
anyone.”

“While he wasn’t outspoken in meetings, he was a do-er, a grafter
in the village. The work on keeping the village neat and tidy just
started – he was never asked to do it, he just took it on.

Neighbour and brother-in-law Murdo Campbell said: “Once he
was home from the Merchant Navy he felt, having travelled the world
as a seaman, that he was perfectly happy just to be here.
“He was keen to support local initiatives, so he would go to Bùth
an Rubha once a week, to the community café at Aird and he would
always be the first at the Young at Heart club, setting up the tables
and getting the hall ready. Otherwise, he would make a weekly trip
to Stornoway for shopping and that was it.”

“If there was anything to do he quietly got on with it. Others on
the committee would arrange funding and he was more than happy
to do the manual work.
“All spring and summer he was out painting and we would pick
up litter and mess left by people having picnics or camping at the
pier. He loved Portnaguran and he didn’t want anybody to mess it
up.”
Visitors who stopped there or at the pier would often find

Feis Uig 2021
T

he second of two Gaelic cultural
festival days for around 40
children was held recently in Uig.
‘Feis Uig 2021’ took place at either
end of the summer holidays and built
on the previous success of ‘Blasasd
Feis Uig’.
A spokesperson for the event said:
“It was fantastic to see and hear so
many enthusiastic children enjoying
themselves at this year’s Feis.”
“The first day’s events were held
outside, the second, in the Community
Hall. And we thank Elaine and the
UCCA committee for the use of the hall.
“Our amazing tutors, Carole
Millar, Katie MacKenzie, Noel
Eadie and Laura Eaton Lewis greatly
encouraged the children to enjoy the
varied experiences, of Gaelic singing,
Clarsach, Fiddle, Guitar, Banjo and
Ukele. Tuition was in Gaelic and
English.”
Katie Graham and the creative
and talented officers of Comunn na
Gaidhlig inspired the children to have
a fun time during their Arts & Crafts
workshops which the children really
enjoyed.
And the energetic and innovative,
sporting activities organised by local
volunteers led by Sorley Halbert were
a big hit.
Those who took part said the
help, guidance and encouragement
received from Calum Alex MacMilan
and Peigi Ann MacLeod, Feisean nan
Gaidheal was greatly appreciated.

The intergenerational community
spirit and competitiveness of Uig
was clearly seen at Feis Uig, in the
throwing of the ‘rocket’ where a senior
citizen of Bhaltos excelled himself!
The organisers thanked supporters
including Creative Scotland, Bord
na Gaidhlig, Comunn na Gaidlig,
‘Na Daraich Bheaga Project’, Tesco,
Scottish Coop for all their financial
and material help for Feis Uig 2021.
Some of the children who took part
said “Bha suid math!” (“That was
good!”) and “Tuilleadh, mas e do thoil
e!” (“More please!”).
“Bha mi air mo dhòigh cuireadh
fhaighinn gu Fèis Uig 2021, agus
chòrd e rium gu mòr a chlann agus
na saor-thoilich a choinneachadh. `S
e feasgar air leth a bh’ ann le spòrs,
geamaichean is ceòl. Bha e gu
h-àraid math clann aig diofar aoisean
fhaicinn, uile a’ bruidhinn ri chèile
sa Ghàidhlig.” (“I was delighted to
be invited up to Fèis Uig 2021, and
I really enjoyed meeting the kids
and the volunteers. It was a lovely
afternoon with fun and games and
music. It was especially great to see
kids of all ages together and speaking
in Gaelic.”) P A Shields, Feisean nan
Gaidheal
Building on the success of Feis Uig
2021, the ‘Na Daraich Bheaga -Seinn
and Clarsach Classes continue each
Thursday during the school term by
zoom complemented by face-to-face
workshops at the October, Christmas
and Easter breaks.

(family photos)

themselves greeted by Kenniman, who would answer their questions.
Murdo said: “People would come to admire the view or to sit at
the pier and he would go out to talk to them – visitors from all over
the place who wanted to know about the village he loved.
“People would say to him ‘this is one of the most beautiful places
in the island’ and he would come and tell us where they had come
from and what they had said.
“He wasn’t a guy to blow his own trumpet, but it is beautiful, and
he helped to keep it that way.”
Kenny leaves sons Murdo and Iain Eric, grandsons Munro and
Finlay and sister Marann Morrison. His wife Mary Ann passed
away in 2009. He is also mourned by a large circle of friends and
neighbours, especially by his close and supportive circle at croft 11,
brother- and sister-in-law Murdo and Fiona Campbell and neighbour
Iain Thormoid Maclean.
Son Iain Eric said: “They were good friends and neighbours and
always ready for a cèilidh. They kept each other going and they will
miss him very much.”
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Register your business today to be part of the Scotland Loves Local
The
Scotland
Gift Card
scheme.Loves Local Gift Card is coming soon.
Register your business today to be part of the Scotland Loves Local
Gift Card scheme.

The organisation behind the Scotland Loves Local campaign is getting ready to launch the Scotland Loves
Local Gift Card - a localised product unique to each of Scotland’s regions.

The Gift Card

Registering is simple

The Gift Card

Registering is simple

The organisation behind the Scotland Loves Local campaign is getting ready to launch the Scotland Loves
Local Gift Card - a localised product unique to each of Scotland’s regions.
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Visit our website and read the Merchants FAQ: www.lovelocal.scot/giftcard
If you have any questions regarding the onboarding process, contact: clientsuccess@mi-cnx.com

For more information
For more information

Visit our website and read the Merchants FAQ: www.lovelocal.scot/giftcard
If you have any questions regarding the onboarding process, contact: clientsuccess@mi-cnx.com

www.lovelocal.scot
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