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RMk

22 Francis Street
Stornoway
Isle of Lewis
HS1 2NB

t: 01851 704949

www.rmkgroup.co.uk
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www.essenceofharris.com
Find our shops in Tarbert,
Inverness & Aberdeen airports
& our stockists throughout the UK
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Portmeirion, Sara Miller
and Wrendale in stock

MORE ON PAGE 13 ›
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BANGLA SPICE
NOW TAKING
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XMAS BOOKINGS
NEWLY REFURBISHED

2SHQFORVHGVNLSV

WITH A NEW CHEF

AND A NEW MENU
Monday to Thursday 5pm to 9.30pm
Friday & Saturday 4.30pm to 10pm
CLOSED SUNDAY

Church Street

Tel: 700418 / 701118
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KEBABS
BURGERS
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CURRIES

FISH ‘n’ CHIPS
PIZZAS

RESTAURANT & TAKEAWAY
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FAMILY FRIENDLY RESTAURANT
WITH OVER 30 YEARS SERVING THE ISLAND
3L]]DV IUHVKO\PDGH %XUJHUV.HEDEV
SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE
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OPEN 7 DAYS
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24 South Beach Street, Stornoway, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851 700299
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Weatherman turns
weatherman!

B AY H E A D
GIFTHOUSE
STOCK
70%
ALL STOCK
OFF ALL
70% OFF
35 Bayhead Street, Stornoway

Tel: 01851 70 2204
)ULHQGVRI7KH1LFROVRQ
$VXVWDLQDEOHFRPPXQLW\IXQGHG7UXVWWRDVVLVWSXSLOV
RI7KH1LFROVRQ,QVWLWXWHZLWKPDLQODQGWUDYHOH[SHQVHV

)LQGRXWKRZ\RXFDQKHOSDGYDQFHWKHQH[W
JHQHUDWLRQRI1LFROVRQSXSLOVDWZZZIRWQRUJXN

Alasdair Allan MSP/BPA

07/11/19 - 04/12/19

By Annie Delin

T

he weather-watchers of the Western Isles are bidding a fond
farewell to one of their best sources of climate facts and
forecasts in November, as Coastguard officer Richard Cooke
leaves the islands after 14 years.
But although Richard, who runs the popular Western Isles Weather
Facebook page, will be a long way from Lewis, he’ll be even closer
to the forecast than ever before.
Richard’s been recruited by the Met Office in Exeter and will be
working on the weather desk there from mid-November, in a new
role as weather desk adviser which is very much engaged with
helping the general public.
He told EVENTS: “People can ring up on the Met Office enquiry
line if they’re getting married, planning an event or want information
about specific weather forecasts and I’ll be one of the voices they’ll
encounter.

Surgery Notice

Grounds Operation Manager
An exciting opportunity has arisen within The Stornoway Trust with the establishment of
the new position of Lews Castle Grounds Operations Manager.

Alasdair Allan, Member of the Scottish Parliament
for Na h-Eileanan an Iar, will be holding the following advice
VXUJHULHVLQKLVFRQVWLWXHQF\RI¿FHDW.HQQHWK6WUHHW
Stornoway should any constituent wish to meet with him:

Monday 11 November - 12pm
Friday 15 November - 1pm
If any constituent is unable to make the surgery, or would like a home
YLVLWZLWK$ODVGDLUSOHDVHFDOOWKHFRQVWLWXHQF\RI¿FHRQ
or email alasdair.allan.msp@parliament.scot

www.alasdairallan.scot

HOW TO CONTACT US

We are looking for an individual who stands out from the crowd; someone professional,
n]jkYlad]$h]jkgfYZd]Yf\hgdal]$o`gakflY^jYa\lg_]ll`]aj`Yf\k\ajlq&
A commercial mind-set is advantageous, as is experience with project and budget
management. You will be expected to have a detailed knowledge of forestry, woodlands
Yf\hYjceYfY_]e]fl$Yf\Y^gj]kljqimYdaÚ[Ylagfogmd\Z]\]kajYZd]&
The Trust is also looking for you to demonstrate your strategic knowledge and experience
and how you have managed and transformed teams or departments in the past.
The post will initially run to December 2022, with a competitive salary available for the
right applicant.

“If they’re not happy using the phone, they can also email and I’ll
be updating the social media side as well.”
It’s a role Richard is well-suited to, having made weather his
lifetime hobby and taken his Western Isles Weather Facebook page,
launched in 2012, up to a peak of 18,000 followers.
So it’s obviously a blow to islanders, and island enthusiasts, that
there’ll no longer be daily forecasts from Richard to help plan island
life.

>gj^mjl`]jaf^gjeYlagf$hd]Yk]h`gf]gj]eYadl`]=klYl]G^Ú[]gf2
01851 702002
enquiries@stornowaytrust.org.uk

But Richard said: “The page will change, but will still be active
with photos, weather warnings and the Met Office’s YouTube forecast.
And I’ll still be coming up on holiday and to see my family, so I’m
not gone for good!”

Applications should be submitted by 9.00am on Wednesday 20th November; it is
anticipated that interviews will take place week commencing 9th December.

The Met Office public enquiry line is available on 0370 900 0100
or by email on enquiries@metoffice.gov.uk.

Editor: Fred Silver
fred@hebevents.com
Design and layout: Andrew Jeffries
info@hebevents.com
Advertising: Caroline Henderson
advertising@hebevents.com
Office Manager: Marie Anne Macdonald
accounts@intermediaservicesstornoway.co.uk
Social Media & Distribution: Judi Hayes
judi@welovestornoway.com
Annie Delin, senior correspondent (Lewis and Harris):
annie@welovestornoway.com
Writers: Katie Macleod,
Roz Macaskill, Melissa Silver

Tel: 01851 705743

NEXT EDITION: The deadline for information and advertising is Tuesday
November 26th. The newspaper will appear on Wednesday December 4th

EVENTS is published by Intermedia Services (Stornoway) Church House, 16 James Street, Stornoway HS1 2QN Tel: 01851 705743
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Furniture and Interior World
DESIGN PRINT PUBLISH
Christmas
Cards
tŝƚŚ^ĐƌŝƉƚƵƌĞdĞǆƚ

6WRFNLVWVRIWKHEHVWIXUQLWXUHDQG
LQWHULRUGHVLJQIRURYHU\HDUV
'LYDQVDQGEHGVWHDGVIXOOUDQJHRITXDOLW\PDWWUHVVHVLQFOXGLQJPHPRU\IRDP
ELJJHVWUDQJHDYDLODEOHORFDOO\6XLWHVEHGURRPDQGOLYLQJURRPUDQJHVDYDLODEOH
2020
Calendars

%LJUDQJHRIVRIWIXUQLVKLQJV«PDGHWRPHDVXUHFXUWDLQVFXUWDLQUDLOV
WRZHOVFXVKLRQVDQGFXVKLRQFRYHUVSLOORZVGXYHWVDQGUHDG\PDGHEOLQGV

,QDFOHWH5RDG6WRUQRZD\

STILL TIME TO ORDER YOUR CALENDARS AND CHRISTMAS CARDS
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The Woodlands

food and
coffee, with
or without
a walk

Castle Grounds

on

Open
all day…

ly

ZZZIXUQLWXUHZRUOGRUJXN
ath

Church House, 16 James Street, Stornoway HS1 2QN

2SHQDPSP0RQGD\WR6DWXUGD\

otp

E: print@intermediaservicesstornoway.co.uk
T: 01851 705743

7HO

fo

GET IN TOUCH FOR A BESPOKE QUOTE

Centre

Winter hours: Monday to Saturday 9.30 to 4.00pm
Photograph courtesy of Colin Cameron

A Stornoway Trust Enterprise

Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright 2016

14 North Street, Sandwick, Stornoway HS2 0AD
Tel: 01851 705798

Christmas is here!
C
Reserve your Christmas tree now

www.mayburygardens.co.uk
@
@m_]jYf_]g^2;ml;`jakleYkLj]]k$Hgll]\;`jakleYkLj]]k$9jlaÚ[YdLj]]k$
]k$
Indoor & Outdoor Lights, Indoor & Outdoor LED Trees, Battery Powered
Da_`lk$Oj]Yl`k$?YjdYf\k$;`jakleYk;jY[c]jk$:YmZd]k$Lafk]d$H]l?a^lk$
k
?a^lk^gjl`]@ge]$Yf\;`jakleYkHdYfl]jk

Fresh bouquets made daily, island wide delivery available

Thursday 21st November 12pm - 8pm

Charity Christmas Light Switch On
in aid of Bethesda Hospice
Kids F
Kid
Face Painting
P i t
G SANTA GHighland Dancers
GLive Music G Christmas Dancers
GFirework Display

Free Hot Chocolate, Mulled Wine & Mince Pies
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Your local fuel and
lubricant supplier
Home heating | Agriculture | Business
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Fast | Friendly | Reliable service

Call your local depot on

;LS!
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ZHEVLWHZZZKLVFRWFRPHPDLOLQIR#KLVFRWFRP
WHOHSKRQH

28 South Beach, Stornoway HS1 2BN
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ɷ&RQFUHWH:RUNVɷ6LWH&OHDUDQFHVɷ$FFHVV5RDGV
ɷ/DQGVFDSLQJɷ'ULYHZD\Vɷ7DU3UHSDUDWLRQ
ɷ'UDLQDJHɷ'LJJHU+LUHɷ7LSSHU+LUHɷ7RS6RLO
ɷ3RO\FUXEJURXQGZRUNVDQGFRQVWUXFWLRQ
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7KLQNLQJ
DERXW
)RVWHULQJ"
$W&RPKDLUOHQDQ(LOHDQ6LDU
ZHDUHORRNLQJIRUIRVWHUFDUHUVWRPHHW
WKHQHHGVRIWKRVHFKLOGUHQZKRDUH
XQDEOHWROLYHZLWKWKHLUELUWKIDPLOLHV

,I\RXZDQWPRUHLQIRUPDWLRQ
WKHQSOHDVHFRQWDFW)LRQD
RU$QQHRQ
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STORNOWAY
CHRISTIAN BOOKSHOP
30 Kenneth Street, Stornoway | 01851 703334
CALENDARS, DIARIES AND WIDE RANGE
OF CHRISTMAS CARDS NOW IN STOCK

x Christian books x Children’s books
x Bibles x Cards for all occasions x Gifts
x CDs x DVDs x Jewellery x Book tokens
x Framed pictures x Shop gift vouchers

Loyalty card scheme in operation
OPENING HOURS Monday-Saturday
10am-1pm, 2pm-5.30pm

part of
certas energy

01851 703484
ERIC CARRICK

,QWHUQDO H[WHUQDO

GHFRUDWRUV

Always happy to quote
28 years experience and counting

6 Grinnivat Road, Shawbost
eric.carrick@yahoo.co.uk
tel: 07990 855870

Ɣ:LQGRZ&OHDQLQJ
Ɣ3RZHU:DVKLQJ
Ɣ*XWWHU&OHDQLQJ
Ɣ+DUULV7ZHHG&ORFNV
ZZZKHEULGHVDOSKDFRXN7HO
ZZZKDUULVWZHHGFORFNFRXN
9kg[aYd]fl]jhjak]`]dhaf_af\ana\mYdkoal`Yd[g`gdYf\\jm_Y\\a[lagfhjgZd]ek

Soup &
pudding
Date: Sat 30 November
Venue: Clan MacQuarrie, Borve
Price: £5 donation at door
Activities:5DIÀHSUL]HGUDZ
and various stalls.

For more information please contact:

Marion MacInnes
PPDFLQQHV#DO]VFRWRUJ
01851 702123
07771 925 730
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Vital work of Moldova fire vehicles

An emergency team from Causeni fire station using one of the SERA
fire engines while responding to a roadside collision between a car and
a train.
Stornoway’s Alex Maclennan and the Moldovan fire chief with the
plaque of dedication to Alex’s sister, Effie Macleod of Harris.

well and the training was excellent.”
The training was in fire rescue, trauma care and road traffic
collision rescue, among other skills, all diligently passed on by
Scottish emergency workers to 40 willing volunteers among the local
population. Eight firefighters were given paramedic training and
two appliances that had been donated in previous years were fully
serviced.

By Annie Delin

An emotional moment for Stornoway’s Alex Maclennan came as
one of the donated fire engines was dedicated in memory of his sister
Effie Macleod of Harris, who passed away last year.

team from Stornoway has returned to the island after an aid
trip to Moldova that has been declared a success – despite
driving rain and a day’s hold-up at the border of Romania.

A

A full week of training for the Moldovan firefighting team was
meant to end with a demonstration of the new skills, but pelting
rainstorms meant the handover ceremony had to be moved inside to
the equivalent of Nisporene’s council chamber.

Three former island fire-fighters were among a team from the
Scottish Emergency `Rescue Association (SERA) who headed out late
in September to deliver two fire appliances, two ambulances and a
full set of kit to the community of Nisporene in Moldova.

But Ian said that any demonstration they could have laid on
wouldn’t have matched some of the real-life rescue work that
Moldovan emergency services have already carried out with fire
appliances donated through SERA.

Ian Murray, David Campbell and Alex Maclennan drove a
decommissioned Fire Scotland appliance, completely renovated
with the aid of Lewis businesses, setting out from Stornoway to join
the rest of the convoy in Edinburgh.

He said: “We were shown pictures of a roadside collision between
a car and a train where three people were cut free, and a recent fire
in a home where two children, aged 12 and six, were brought out of
the smoke-filled rooms, as well as a gas cylinder which could have
exploded. These are lives that have been saved because of donation
and support by island businesses.”

Almost 2,000 miles later the convoy ground to a halt at the border
of Romania – faced with a paperwork mix-up that put a temporary
halt on the mission.
Ian told EVENTS: “The customs officers were checking our
paperwork and they noticed that there was one digit different
between one of the ambulance's chassis numbers and its documents.
“Because the documents didn’t match they kept all four vehicles
for the rest of the day, and then released three vehicles and kept hold
of the ambulance while Charlie Nicolson worked something out.”
Stornoway’s Charlie Nicolson had flown out to Moldova to meet
the team and to distribute aid collected by local churches for the
Blythswood aid run. He told EVENTS: “We had a little hitch at the
border, but the rest of the trip went really well, and the aid was all
delivered to schools and through the hospital. The team got on really

'50$&/(2'/7'
+DXODJHVWRUDJHDQG+L$EFUDQHKLUH
&RQWDLQHU
6DOHV +LUH
6HOIVWRUDJH
IDFLOLW\

At the handover ceremony, Oleg Bliçseac, head of emergency
services in the municipality of Ungheni, said: “It is certain that us
rescuers are going to make maximum efforts for all members of the
society. This training inspires us all to have the spirit of trust and
security in the future. "
Daniela Ceri of Nisporene added: “I have met inspirational people
who, although not receiving such a high salary, are putting their lives
at risk and with minimal resources trying to help and protect the local
population.”

Firefighters at a house fire using SERA-donated breathing apparatus,
helmets and uniforms.

that what you’ve done has saved lives in one of the poorest parts of
the world.”
The team might now be expected to put their feet up – but not for
long. They’re already booked to start work almost immediately on
another decommissioned fire appliance, ready for delivery to Poltava
in central Ukraine in May 2020.

Moldovan firefighters undergoing training using a scrapped car during
last month’s visit from SERA.

7KH+DUULV
7ZHHG
+HEULGHV
0LOO6KRS

After their return home, Ian said: “We’d like to thank all the local
businesses who have donated or helped us in any way as we got the
appliance ready for its trip to Moldova. You can be absolutely sure

+RPH )ORRUV
E\0DF*LOOLYUD\V
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EOLQGVFXUWDLQVDFFHVVRULHV

9DULHGVL]HVRI
VWRUDJHXQLWVDQG
FRQWDLQHUV
6WRUQRZD\
8LVW
,QYHUQHVV
*ODVJRZ

7HO  

ZZZGUPDFOHRGQHWLQIR#GUPDFOHRGQHW

 6FRWODQG 6W 6WRUQRZD\ +6 -4

)UHHTXRWDWLRQ)UHHGHOLYHU\
*XDUDQWHHGORZHVWSULFH

&RPHDQG
VHHRXUH[FLWLQJ
QHZUDQJHRI
+DUULV7ZHHGFORWK
GLUHFWIURPWKH
6KDZERVW0LOO
2SVXL&IEGL7XVIIX7XSVRS[E],7<5

8IP
[[[LEVVMWX[IIHLIFVMHIWGSQ
WLST$LEVVMWX[IIHLIFVMHIWGSQ

2SHQLQJ7LPHVSP0RQGD\6DWXUGD\

EVENTS SECTION ONE - Page 6

www.hebevents.com

REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICES
SUNDAY 10 NOVEMBER 2019
HM Lord Lieutenant
British Legion, RAF Association,
Merchant Navy Association, The Army
Reserve, Air Training Corps, Queen’s
Own Highlanders Association, Army
Cadet Force, Stornoway Primary School

Martin’s Memorial Church

Laxdale Primary School
Girls’ Brigade,
Boys’ Brigade
The Scottish Fire and Rescue Service

St. Columba’s Church

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar
The Nicolson Institute
Red Cross,
RNLI
St Andrew’s First Aid

High Church

Maritime and Coastguard Agency

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church

07/11/19 - 04/12/19
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Subscribe to

SCOTTISH ISLANDS

EXPLORER
and bring
inspiration to
your door!
WHY SUBSCRIBE?
• Never miss an issue

Services at the above churches will commence at 10.50 a.m. and those organisations
attending should assemble at their respective churches at 10.45 a.m. Following the
church services, the uniformed organisations plus associations will march from Martin’s
Memorial through the town and HM Lord-Lieutenant will take the salute at Carn
Gardens on South Beach
A dedication service to which all are welcome will be conducted by the Rev. Tommy
MacNeil, Martin’s Memorial Church of Scotland, Stornoway at the Memorial Garden
below the Lewis War Memorial at approximately 12.45 p.m. A bus going to the
Memorial Garden will aim to depart from the bus station at approximately 12.30pm.
Note: Members of the British Legion and all associations who wish to attend the
procession prior to attending a service are requested to assemble at former Club
Premises, South Beach Street, Stornoway at 10.00a.m. Medals should be worn.

*HWLWÀUVW
• Keep in touch
THE ONLY MAGAZINE DEVOTED TO EXPLORING THE ISLANDS OF SCOTLAND

ORDER YOUR SUBSCRIPTION TODAY:
01202 087632

chris@selectps.com

www.scottishislandsexplorer.co.uk

Western Isles Community Care Forum would like to welcome family/unpaid carers to:

Eolas

Eolas is a carers group set up to give carers an opportunity to meet together socially
over afternoon tea or morning coffee. Carers of all ages are welcome to attend and
there is no charge. Lewis and Harris sessions will take place as follows:

You are welcome to attend any or all venues!

November 2019

Woodlands

Borve House
Hotel

Crown Hotel

10.30am
to 12 Noon

2.30pm
to 4pm

2.30pm
to 4pm

5th

19th

January 2020
February

12th

14th

22nd

15th

23rd

10th

4th

5th

5th

13th

14th

7th

8th

9th

1st

9th

3rd

2nd

July
August

11th

September

22nd

If you require alternative care to attend,
please contact Katie or Peggy on 01859 502588
and we will endeavour to arrange.

HEATING

RENEWABLES

2.30pm
to 4pm

14th

May
June

Harris Hotel

4th

March
April

PLUMBING

Failte Centre,
Bayhead,
Stornoway
2.30pm
to 4pm

T 01851 709027
45 - 46 Inaclete Road,
Stornoway,
Isle of Lewis
HS1 2RN

info@amathesonplumbing.co.uk
www.amathesonplumbing.co.uk

07/11/19 - 04/12/19
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Big birthdays to be celebrated in
Highland style at Blas Festival
F

ast-becoming a Blas Festival tradition, three big birthdays
of Gaelic musicians will be celebrated in true Highland
style this year with an impressive array of special musical
guests taking to the stage.

Drumnadrochit.

Two of Lewis’ finest will be celebrated at a concert in
Stornoway; Gaelic singer, John ‘Seonaidh Beag’ Macmillan
will mark his 80th birthday, alongside fiddler, Donnie ‘Leody’
Macleod who celebrates his 90th.

Barra’s Chrissie Macdonald, or Chrissie Denny as she is
commonly known, is one of Barra’s finest singers and tradition
bearers. A wonderful line-up will be celebrating Chrissie’s
contribution to Gaelic song at Northbay Village Hall, Barra on
23rd November at 7.30pm, including Mary Ann Kennedy, Allan
Macdonald, Alasdair Whyte, Còisir Ghàidhlig Bharraigh and The
Cèilidh King, Fergie Macdonald.

Meanwhile, Barra singer, Chrissie Macdonald, will mark her
80th with a special concert on her home island.
Donnie, who turned 90 earlier this year, is a well-known figure
in traditional music circles, particularly for his fiddle playing,
and has been a keen supporter of the traditional music scene
for many years across the island, including a long-term stint as a
tutor at his local Fèis Eilean an Fhraoich.
Seonaidh Beag, who recently celebrated his 80th birthday,
is a one of Gaeldom’s best loved traditional Gaelic singers. He
was the lead vocalist with the seminal Gaelic folk group ‘The
Lochies’ with whom he recorded seven albums, and over the
years performed at cèilidhs and concerts across the country. He
remains hugely popular and respected.
Celebrating with the Lewis men at An Lanntair in Stornoway
on 22nd November at 7.30pm, will be Gaelic singers Kathleen
Macinnes and Iain Mackay; Allan Henderson; members of the
Lewis Pipe Band and other special guests.
Seonaidh said: “I’m very grateful to the Blas Festival for the
opportunity to celebrate my own and Donnie’s recent ‘big
birthdays’.
“I have very fond memories of performing at the festival
10 years ago, celebrating another milestone at a concert in

“I’m really looking forward to the evening in An Lanntair with
a great cast of artists. Donnie and I have been part of many, many
cèilidhs over the years and I know we’ll enjoy this one!”

Arthur Cormack of Fèisean nan Gàidheal, organisers of the
Blas Festival said: “We think it is extremely important to celebrate
the contribution of people who have made an enormous
contribution to Gaelic culture.
“That is the reason, for example, that Fèisean nan Gàidheal
has sponsored the Traditional Music Hall of Fame for a number
of years. There is nothing better than giving people like Seonaidh,
Donnie and Chrissie the opportunity to surround themselves
with the singers and musicians they most admire to celebrate
their significant birthdays and we are delighted to have secured
additional funding from Comhairle nan Eilean Siar to enable Blas
to do that.”
Blas, which means ‘taste’ or ‘sample’, is organised by Fèisean
nan Gàidheal in partnership with The Highland Council and
will take place from 22-30 November, culminating in a variety
of events across the Highlands to celebrate St Andrew’s Night.
It aims to celebrate Gaelic culture and the thriving Scottish
traditional music scene over 8 days of concerts, cèilidhs and
workshops in venues across the Highlands and Islands.
In a programme which really does offer something for every

member of the family, as well as 20 main concerts and cèilidhs,
there will also be daytime cèilidhs, a series of song lectures
and a special schools programme which will see some of the
musicians visit local schools for performances and workshops.
Other acts at this year’s Blas, which takes place in a variety
of venues across the Highlands and Islands, from Badenoch
to Barra, include the Gary Innes Band, Cape Breton sisters,
Dawn and Margie Beaton, Tideline’s Robert Robertson and Ross
Wilson, Sian, Iain Macfarlane and Ingrid Henderson and neotrad trio Project Smok.
This year will also feature two special partnerships; Blas
and Small Halls Festival will present shows in Kyleakin and
Edinbane featuring a world-class line up of musicians including
Capercaillie’s Donald Shaw, fiddler Duncan Chisholm,
Grantown-on-Spey multi-instrumentalist and composer Hamish
Napier and BBC Young Folk Award winner, uilleann piper Jarlath
Henderson whilst the Highland capital will also host a show by
electronic celtic fusion super group, Niteworks, at Ironworks, a
partnership between 432 and Blas Festival.
This year 2019 marks the 15th Blas festival, which was created
as a result of The Highland Council’s desire to have a festival, in
its area, which would match the vitality of Cape Breton’s Celtic
Colours. Fèisean nan Gàidheal was asked by The Highland
Council to develop and deliver the festival, which it has done
successfully in partnership with local Fèisean and promoters.
The Blas Festival primary funders and supporters
include The Highland Council, Creative Scotland, Bòrd na
Gàidhlig, Highlands & Islands Enterprise, Comhairle nan Eilean
Siar and Fèisean nan Gàidheal.
The full programme of events can be found at www.blasfestival.com along with details of how to purchase tickets.
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Open-air learning for Pairc school pupils
P

arents, staff and pupils at Pairc School gathered for
a major event on Wednesday 9th October to mark
the opening of their new facilities to encourage outdoor
learning.
These aim to relate what’s learned inside the school to things
outside the building, encouraging understanding of how the
learning can be actually used.
Headteacher Pauline Macleod said the development – involving
facilities such as a bug hotel, wildlife camera, a story-telling chair,
a seating area, stone circle, polytunnel, and outdoor equipment
for the pupils themselves – has been high on the agenda on the
school development plan for a couple of years,
“The evidence shows that when children are familiar with a
context and understand the world around them, they become
more engaged in learning and that can lead to higher attainment.
Outdoor learning is a fantastic way to do this.”
Children in the school’s catchment area – with the school itself
a 40-minute drive from Stornoway and many homes further away
– are at a disadvantage about what they can access in terms of
clubs and activities.
The school applied successfully to a charity called Learning
Through Landscapes (formerly Grounds For Learning) for support
for their project and the charity also provided training.
Then the project won support in cash and in kind from
local firms and their employees, as well as other members of
the community. Breedon Northern and Mowi were among the
commercial backers, along with Scottish Salmon. Also supportive
was Peter Maclennan who provided a donation towards buying
outdoor clothing for the children at the school and performed the
official opening by cutting the ceremonial ribbon.
Mrs Macleod told those attending the opening event that the
school’s surroundings provided a wonderful environment for the
pupils to learn in, which made what the school offers unique and
different. “We have got this wonderful area which we can use to
engage the children’s learning and enhance it.”
The event coincided with a fundraising coffee and cakes
afternoon in support of Macmillan Cancer Support – and
with a presentation, official thanks and the showing of a short
commendatory film for Peter Maclennan who has provided
regular services as a bus driver to the school for a number of years.
Above, Peter Maclennan performed the official opening by cutting the ceremonial ribbon
Below, parents, staff and pupils at Pairc School gathered to mark the opening of
their new facilities to encourage outdoor learning.
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Priest welcomed

he licensing of the Reverend Canon Peter Moger as priest
in charge of St Peter’s Episcopal Church Stornoway and
St Moluag’s Eorropaidh took place at St Peter’s on Friday 1
November 2019.

The service was led by the Right Reverend Kevin Pearson, Bishop
of Argyll and the Isles and the licence was read by the Synod Clerk,
the Reverend Canon Simon MacKenzie.
Following the service a reception was held at the Cabarfeidh Hotel.
Peter has come to Lewis from York Minster where, since 2010, he
has been Canon Residentiary and Precentor, holding responsibility
for the cathedral’s worship and music. Prior to that, he served
in the Church of England in parish ministry at Whitby and in
Godmanchester, as Precentor of Ely Cathedral, and as Secretary of
the Liturgical Commission.
Peter is married to Heather, a musician and teacher who
specialises in work with pre-school children using shared musicmaking as a means of personal formation and building community.
In early November she will join the Full Circle creative arts team at
An Lanntair.

Chris retires
from RNLI role
By Annie Delin

L

everburgh RNLI station gave a good send-off to lifeboat
operations manager Chris Ross this week, as he hung up his
pager after seven years of involvement with the Harris station.
Chris volunteered in 2012 as the new RNLI station was being set
up, serving for three years as DLA (deputy launch authority) and four
years as lifeboat operations manager (LOM).
Chris is seldom more than a few yards from the Shannon Class
lifeboat, the Stella and Humfrey Berkeley, since his ‘day job’ is
running the iconic Butty Bus on the pier.

Heather and Peter have two married adult sons, Thomas and
David, and are excited to have recently become grandparents to
Micah Oliver.

DOMESTIC ABUSE
ISN’T JUST PHYSICAL

From the time the RNLI successfully established a station in
Leverburgh, Chris became training coordinator – conducting
navigation classes for the crew as the station was being established.
Using his maritime skills, he was always on hand when the pager
went off, ensuring the crew were ready and able to respond.
When John Maclean retired in 2015, Chris stepped up to be LOM
and has overseen the launch of the lifeboat on 108 shouts since then.
He oversaw the arrival of the new lifeboat in April 2018, ensuring a
smooth transition.
Chair of the RNLI LIverburgh branch Neil Campbell said: “Chris’s
dedication to being part of saving lives is a real inspiration and he
should be proud of his achievements at Leverburgh.”
Jill Hepburn, area lifesaving manager, added: “On behalf of the
RNLI, I would like to thank Chris for the effort and commitment he
has made as the volunteer lifeboat operations manager at Leverburgh.
Chris has witnessed the trial, arrival and placing on service of the
Mersey Class Lifeboat and the later arrival of the Shannon, of which
he should take great pride in the success of the roll out. I would like
to wish Chris all the best with future endeavours.”

Change is
in the air
S

tornoway airport saw a changed schedule of flights as the
clocks went back on Sunday October 27th, with some new
services and some reduced schedules for the winter.
Loganair’s trial service to Manchester airport concluded in
September and is not due to be reinstated next summer, after two
years running for an eight-week period without generating high
passenger numbers.
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CONTROL ISN’T LOVE

But new services to East Midlands International airport via
Inverness are now on offer five days a week, bringing the cities of
Leicester, Derby and Nottingham within reach as well as opening up
onward holiday destinations.

If you or anyone you know is experiencing domestic abuse or are frightened about a partner
or ex-partner or just need support and information, please contact us. We are here to help you.

In spring there are to be new services to Newquay in Cornwall and
to Cardiff, both via Glasgow. The Newquay service will be a summer
option with regular Friday and Saturday flights and an additional
Tuesday flight at peak season between June and August.

Western Isles Women’s Aid, 53a Bayhead, Stornoway, HS1 2DZ

That’s in addition to the code-share agreement between Loganair
and Flybe, announced on 17th October, which will bring over 100
new destinations within reach of Stornoway travellers. Straightthrough baggage booking and guaranteed connection with onward
flights are among the benefits the new agreement promises.
Meanwhile the regular changes to the schedule for the winter
began with altered timetables meaning some reduction in flights to
Glasgow, Inverness and other destinations.

We are open Monday to Friday 10am-5pm
3OHDVHFRQWDFWXVRQRUHPDLORIÀFH#ZLZDVW\RUJ
2XWHU+HEULGHV9LROHQFH
$JDLQVW:RPHQ3DUWQHUVKLS
westernisleswomensaid.co.uk

¿QGXVRQIDFHERRN

5HSOLFDWHGZLWKNLQGSHUPLVVLRQRI(DVW5HQIUHZVKLUH&RXQFLO
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CASE STUDY 1: Angus MacRitchie in Upper Garrabost
Angus planted 500 trees on his croft to function as a wind break for his sheep – and also because
he likes trees and believes the island will be a better place with more of them.

Kite turbine inventor Roddy Read planted 1,000 trees on his croft in Aignish under the MOREwoods
scheme, having seen the difference trees had made on his mother’s croft in Harris and as a way of
paying back to the environment for the damage caused by mankind.

Angus planted his trees in November 2016, on the same weekend as the Point and Sandwick Trust
AGM when the 420 trees were also planted around the pitch at Ionad Stoodie. He recalled how he
and a group of volunteers went up to his croft after helping with the planting session at the Stoodie.

Roddy said: “I’d say it’s a really good use of crofting. There’s a lot of diversity there, with what
comes along. It benefits not only the birdlife but you get otters and more fish near lochs where you
have trees hanging over.”

Three years on, he said “most of the trees are doing okay” – and he is planning to put more in the
ground soon. “On the whole most of them have taken. Some of them have grown three or four feet.
Some of them have really stretched. The main problem is that they’re too thinly spread out. I could
do with planting more of them.”
Angus, whose 14-year-old son Craig is taking an interest in the croft, put in a mixture of trees on
Viv’s advice. “It makes a difference because we got expert advice,” he said. “I didn’t know anything
about trees really, anything at all. I just went by her advice on which ones to plant. I think she said
that some willow trees would be good to get from now on.”
Angus, who works in the Comhairle, has around 20 sheep and believes the Croft Woodlands
project is an excellent one. “It’s over time, after a few years, that we’ll see the benefit and the
landscape does look better with some trees. Lewis is renowned for having no trees and wind is
what you’re up against. But the practical reason (for planting) was the shelter in the winter – that’s
important.”
Angus, who has three children altogether, added: “I enjoyed the whole experience and it was
good for my children as well to get involved. Craig helped plant them and we put the guards round
them to protect from rabbits, and the rest of the children got involved a bit as well.
“It’s good to get family involved in things like this to get them away from the broadband and to
spend more time outdoors. Craig is interested in all sorts of things to do with crofting. He understands
the whole idea of why they are planted, for the sake of shelter for the sheep.

T

he greatest concentration of tree planting under the Western
Isles Croft Woodlands Project has been in the Point and
Sandwick Trust area, it has emerged.

crofters” and the “drive and enthusiasm” of Project Officer Viv Halcrow.

There have been 413 inquiries into tree planting through the project,
since it was set up in 2016, with 73 of them from Point and Sandwick
townships – making 18 per cent of the interest.

Five free tree packs, supplied by Woodland Trust, have been given out
and planted around football pitches – one pack around the Sandwick
pitch on East Street and four packs around Point FC’s pitch in Garrabost
– to give screening and shelter. Free tree packs can contain between 30
and 420 trees and most people have been choosing packs of 420 trees.

The rate of interest has been revealed by the Western Isles Croft
Woodlands Project following the news the project is on course to have
planted 100,000 trees across the Outer Hebrides by 2020.

Viv Halcrow, Western Isles Croft Woodlands Project Officer, said:
“There has been a huge amount of interest in tree planting in Point and
Sandwick.

Community wind farm charity Point and Sandwick Trust supports the
Western Isles Croft Woodland Project to the tune of around £70,000 a
year, making it one of their flagship projects, and announced earlier this
year that it would be extended for a second five-year phase due to its
success.

“Of course, people are also planting trees without help from the
project. With the continuation of the Croft Woodlands Project I hope to
be able to help many more people to plant areas of trees on the croft,
develop schemes suitable for common grazings, and help community
groups with Free Tree packs.”

Scottish Natural Heritage Chief Executive Francesca Osowska
has hailed the Western Isles Croft Woodlands Project as “incredibly
inspirational in terms of its reach into crofts across the Outer Hebrides,
the number of trees planted, the practical support that is being offered to

Viv said there had been a planting scheme “in most of the townships”
in Point and Sandwick, with particularly good engagement in Garrabost,
Lower Bayble, Aird, Aignish, East Street and North Street – and more than
one scheme in several of these villages.

However, she noted that people had been keen for more trees to be
planted before the project was established and these views had emerged
in the Trust’s original community consultation about how people wanted
to spend the profits from the Beinn Ghrideag wind farm.
“As people see trees being planted on their neighbour’s croft they
think ‘ooh, I could do that’,” she said. “Maybe word is getting around
and when the original community consultation was done the idea of
having a lot more woodland – native woodland particularly – came out
very strongly. People are looking to diversify their crofts but it’s the Point
and Sandwick Trust's involvement locally that’s brought it to people’s
attention and to people’s minds.”
The project was set up by Point and Sandwick Trust in partnership with
the Woodland Trust and also involves Scottish Forestry and the Scottish
Crofting Federation.
Viv said: “I think it’s been really popular and seems to be working in
helping people do something they’ve maybe been wanting to do for quite
a while.” She added the key was being able to provide “advice, practical
help and access to grant schemes”.

CASE STUDY 2: Roddy Read in Aignish

He said: “It was really a practical reason – to provide a practical shelter for the sheep at the bottom
of the croft. It’s good to have a shelter for them in winter.”

“I think my croft was the guinea pig,” he said.

Croft Woodlands Project is
‘greatest success’ for power trust
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“It’s a positive experience whichever way you look at it and it’s nice to look on the landscape and
see trees rather than just bare croft.”

The trees were planted in March 2017 and the vast majority have survived. “In the first year, a
good few died – about 10 per cent initially – in the dry conditions and you’ve got to keep on top of
weeding and pests. Slugs were an issue this year. There’s a bit more maintenance than leaving a croft
bare, that’s for sure, but it’s a much better use of one.”
Roddy said: “I’m a big hippy eco-warrior type. I’m very much into recognising the effect humans
have had on the environment and on the Isle of Lewis humans got rid of trees. We did that. As a
wee bit of redress and balance to the state of the world, I’ve got this kite power project and trees are
very much a part of that. Trees are one of the best things we can do to combat the amount of carbon
dioxide in the atmosphere.”
Concentrations of carbon dioxide are “going up and up and up”, but Roddy said the 100,000
being planted under the Western Isles Croft Woodlands Project was “a good start”.
He said of the project: “It’s phenomenal that people are pushing it and getting it done. I’m not
green fingered, I’m clueless about trees, but Viv is brilliant. I know why a tree is so incredible in
terms of how it grows and the structure of it but in terms of how to keep it alive or what to put there
in the first place… no.”
The renewables project Roddy is working on is called a ‘daisy turbine’ – so named because its
petals are arranged from the core of the plant and can be chained together. It’s a wind turbine that
works by tension. As tension is more efficient for large structures, these turbines could potentially be
kilometres tall, with “much more scope for gathering wind energy with much less material”.
Despite being at the forefront of scientific breakthroughs in the battle against Climate Change,
Roddy said the Croft Woodlands Project gave him hope that natural solutions would help. “I’m full
of ‘technical solutions’ but the natural solutions exist as well, for climate change issues.”

CASE STUDY 3:
Sandy Morrison
in East Street
Approximately 600 trees were
planted around the Sandwick
football pitch in East Street, as
well as nearly 2,000 as a shelter
belt system across a few crofts
in the part of the village nearest
Point.
East Street resident Sandy
Morrison arranged to get the
trees with the help of Viv Halcrow and these included a free tree pack for a community group for the pitch. The maximum
number in a tree pack is 420 so Sandy and a couple of his neighbours contributed some trees from what they had obtained for
their own crofts, in order to boost the coverage around the pitch.
Sandy also believes it is an excellent experience for the younger generation to be involved in.
He said: “My oldest boy, Noah, said, ‘what’s this going to be like, daddy? Will it be like the Castle Grounds in 100 years?’
I said ‘yes’.”
With Viv Halcrow’s help, Sandy had obtained the tree pack for the pitch plus 2,145 trees for the village. He said: “Viv’s
brilliant. I’m a novice – I can dig a hole in the ground – but this is what she does for a living. She understands it. We took Viv’s
guidance. To be honest, I couldn’t tell you what trees I planted in what gardens.”
Sandy got the idea for planting trees on a number of crofts in East Street from Point and Sandwick Trust AGM, where Viv gave
a presentation on the project’s progress so far.
He had bought trees privately for his own garden the previous year but learned from the AGM that big discounts could be
accessed if they were being obtained for croft land. It is an investment in the future, according to Sandy.
“We’re putting a little bit back for the younger generation. We are changing the landscape for a generation because once you
have your windbreak you can grow things behind it.”
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Top award for Digby Chick
D

igby Chick in Stornoway has just been awarded the
prestigious Good Food Award for 2020.

Over the last twelve months the restaurant on 5 Bank Street has
been evaluated for customer feedback and the Good Food Award
citation says: “These premises have demonstrated exceptional levels
of food quality, service and value when compared to our industry
benchmarks in their category.
“In recognition of this achievement they have been duly awarded
the 2020 Good Food Award.
“Local chef and proprietor, James Mackenzie, uses the finest
quality local produce to produce seasonally changing menus.
“Local fish and shellfish are a specialty of the restaurant with daily
fish specials available with whatever has been landed that day.
“The Outer Hebridean shores provide a diverse and superior
larder; these are cooked with flair and originality. A wine list, sourced
from around the world, complements the menu, with a whisky menu
offering a selection of Scotland’s fine malts.”
This award is a continuation of plaudits down the years won by
James along with his wife, Marianne and his staff. In an interview
with former EVENTS writer Taylor Edgar in 2013, James looked back
at progress since opening almost ten years earlier after almost two
years working from the former Seaforth Hotel, now the Caladh Inn.
“You don’t want to be doing the same things all the time, we need
to push ourselves and not become repetitive. You need to change
the menu and keep things fresh; you need to move with the times,”
he said.
He told Taylor that sometimes when drafting menus, he would
look back at bills of fare of a decade earlier and be amazed at the
difference ten years can make.
But while tastes have definitely changed in the intervening period,
the desire to push harder in the kitchen and “do that bit extra” shines
through.
James pointed out that while the likes of Trip Advisor have been
vital in generating business from visitors, a large part of the clientele
all year round are local people, many of whom readily recommend
Digby Chick to visitors by word of mouth. Quite often visitors have
been travelling the length of the Hebrides and arrive at Digby Chick
on the back of advice received on their travels. As a consequence,
Digby Chick does not have what would normally be recognised as
quiet months, and even in January trade is brisk.

One of the core values of the Digby Chick team is to always treat
customers in the way they themselves would expect to be treated
when dining in a restaurant. And that means ensuring guests have a
good night out in a relaxed, casual atmosphere.
The Good Food Awards were formed in 2002 to synergise awards
throughout the catering industry. They say: “Our awards programme

The essence of success
T

arbert, Inverness, Aberdeen…and now Glasgow.
Wednesday October 30th was the latest great day
for the rapidly growing Essence of Harris brand as they
opened the doors of their latest store in Princes Square
in Glasgow.
Pictured right, company founders Jamie McGowan and
Deenie Macleod, along with one of their new employees
Caris, were on hand to welcome their first customers from
10am.

poured Hebridean products to you all.”
Jamie said: "We’re lucky to have been able to create
seven new jobs here in Glasgow, made up largely of young,
dynamic staff members who hail from the Outer Hebrides
themselves, pictured above right, and who can share our
story with consumers within Glasgow. Job creation is one of
the key drivers behind our brand.”

Jamie said: “We’re thrilled to be in Glasgow, and proud to
have been able to expand the Essence of Harris team with
seven new staff members.

Katie Moody from Princes Square said, “We’re delighted
to welcome Essence of Harris - a successful and ambitious
Scottish business - to Princes Square. Visitors to the centre
come from near and far to enjoy the wide range of high
quality retailers we have here and Essence of Harris will be
a wonderful addition to that list.”

“Feel free to pop in if you’re in the area! Our wonderful
new team members will be on hand to introduce our hand-

And Jamie adds: “You'll find us on the first floor, just at
the top of the staircase!”

has gone from very humble beginnings to the great success it is today.
“Some premises will appear in our awards programme regularly,
but they must earn their place every year by maintaining the same
high standards that gained them initial entry into the Good Food
Awards. The Good Food Awards are compiled, scored and written
each year so there are always new entries and deletions.”

07/11/19 - 04/12/19
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Trads nominations for Island stars

ust when you thought it couldn’t get any better…Peat & Diesel
are on the shortlist for Na Trads!

Also on the shortlists are Mischa Macpherson of Sandwick, who
has been nominated as composer of the year, and Ceitlin Lilidh
Smith, from Ness, who’s on the shortlist as Gaelic singer of the year.
Hands Up For Trad has placed the ground-breaking island trio on
the shortlist of acts which could be named best live act of 2019,
lining up alongside Fara, Rura, Talisk and The Outside Track to win
the people’s vote at https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/scotstrad2019
The Scots Trad Music Awards celebrate Scotland's traditional
music in all its forms and create a high-profile opportunity to bring
the music and music industry into the spotlight. The awards are
organised by Hands Up for Trad. Since 2008 the awards have been
sponsored by MG Alba, and for several years the event has been
televised on BBC Alba.
Peat & Diesel Drummer Uilleam Macleod said: “It’s just unreal.
We are over the moon to even be nominated and a bit overwhelmed
to be honest.

Ceitlin Lilidh Smith

“We’re just three guys who started to play for a bit of craic and
crowds as large as 20,000 people (Fairport’s Cropredy Convention).
it just keeps moving forwards, it’s grown arms and legs. We’re just
Mischa has worked with a large and diverse list of musicians and
doing our best to cope!”
projects including Carloz Nunez; Suraj and Chand Khan; Martyn
Ceitlin is a member of Sian and features on Niteworks’ notable single Air Bennett’s GRIT Orchestra (2016); The Unusual Suspects of Celtic
Fàir an Là. Her vocals also star on Netflix’s Outlaw King, and Skipinnish’s Colours (2017) and the Royal Scottish National Orchestra (2018).
album The Seventh Wave. As a graduate of the Royal Conservatoire of
Macpherson unearthed her love for improvisation and composition
Scotland, winner of the Mòd Traditional Gold Medal and with a Danny
after moving to the Sibelius Academy in Helsinki to study in 2013.
Kyle award under her belt, Ceitlin has a wealth of experience performing
There, she began exploring the setting of Gaelic and Scots poetry to
all over the world as an ambassador for Gaelic song.
new melodies, and the reworking of old texts into new songs. She has
She says: “I was surrounded by all kinds of music growing up, since gone on to compose a new suite of Gaelic Songs ‘Bho Eirigh Gu
but I fell in love with Gaelic singing after attending lessons in Laighe Grein’ for the Blas Festival and the Celtic Connections 2019
Taigh Dhonnchaidh as a little girl. This inspired me to pursue a New Voices Series, and this year took the role as Musical Director for
career in singing, and I was fortunate enough to get into the Royal the highly acclaimed ‘Hebridean Treasure’ project which explored
Conservatoire of Scotland where I met lots of amazing, and inspiring the links between ancient Scotland and India’s relationship with
musicians whom I am very grateful to work with to this day.”
spirituality and the natural world through music, dance and narrative.
Mischa won the BBC Radio 2 Young Folk Award with Innes White
The announcement of the winners of all categories will be made
and Conal McDonagh in 2014 and MG Alba’s Scots Trad Music at Na Trads at Aberdeen Music Hall on Saturday December 7th, with
Award for Gaelic Singer of the Year. She has toured and performed bands performing including Skerryvore, Session A9 and the Susan
across Europe, Australia and Canada and performed in front of MacFadyen Scottish Dance Band.

Mischa Macpherson

Uproar after crofts miss out
on funding payments
A

to those regions furthest from that average, those being Regions 2
and 3.

similar activities in other European countries and this convergence
money should be a step in the right direction.”

This “is a further blow to crofting and will accelerate its decline
if urgent action is not taken,” said Councillor Donald Crichton,
Chairman of the Comhairle nan Eilean Siar's Joint Consultative
Committee on Crofting.

“While I welcome the proposed increase in Region 2 payments,
crofters across the Western Isles are justifiably furious with the
decision to use this money to increase the already significant Region
1 payment further while only increasing the payment to the poorest
land in Region 3 by a pitiful £6 per-hectare.

“An urgent review is now required so that there is a fair and
equitable distribution of the money to areas that actually need and
depend on it.

“To add insult to injury the decision to use £13 million of the
funding to plug the gap in LFASS funding, which is of the Scottish
Government’s own making, is nothing short of disgraceful.”

The Scottish Crofting Federation (SCF)'s chair, Yvonne White said:
“Whilst the announced allocation of the convergence funding is a
slight improvement over the NFUS proposal, it is still a disgraceful
misuse of the money that was intended to help those on very low
payments. This is not ‘true to the principles of convergence’ that
Fergus Ewing sanctimoniously claimed - to the Scottish Parliament
- he has upheld.

“The Scottish Government does not seem to recognise the plight
of the most vulnerable areas by allocating the greatest proportion of
the money to Region 1, the area that already receives a very large
percentage of the European average.

Na h-Eileanan an Iar SNP MSP Alasdair Allan said: “The Scottish
Government should be credited for finally prising the long-withheld
EU convergence money for farmers and crofters from the UK
Government which for so long withheld it.

“The intention of this funding was to have a more fair distribution
and close the gap and help those on very low payments. The very
opposite is now being proposed.
“This is another blow to crofting communities in remote and rural
areas and will further discourage young people from pursuing this
way of life.”

“Now that the detail has been published, it is very clear that the
basis on which the first £80 million is to be distributed remains
contentious, particularly the share of money that is going to the
best land. While it is welcome that those on the least-favoured land
are getting the highest percentage uplifts, these are of course high
percentages of what were in many cases tiny grants to start with.

Na h-Eileanan an Iar SNP MP, Angus B MacNeil and Highlands
and Islands Scottish Conservative MSP Donald Cameron have both
warned the Scottish Government to heed the concerns of Scotland’s
farmers and crofters after details of the proposed payment allocation
were revealed.

“Like my colleague Angus Brendan MacNeil MP, and others, I
have spent much of this weekend speaking to government, and in
particular to Rural Economy Secretary Fergus Ewing, to raise these
concerns. I have also been in touch with a number of crofters in the
islands.”

Labour’s candidate for Na h-Eileanan Iar, Alison MacCorquodale
also protested.

Angus MacNeil MP said: “The Scottish Government must review
and make good the concerns of crofters and meet the original hopes
for this funding.

wave of protests swept across the crofting areas of Scotland
after the Edinburgh Government announced its decision on
crofting convergence funding distribution.

Ms MacCorquodale said; ‘It was a scandal that successive Tory
governments refused to pass on the convergence money. The decision
in September to finally acknowledge this longstanding injustice and
pay the convergence money to the Scottish Government represented
a golden opportunity for Fergus Ewing to right a historic wrong.
“It was meant to bring the average payment rate per-hectare closer
to the EU average and should have been used to increase payments

“We know that this money was delayed by Westminster for a
number of years and that the current money has to be distributed by
March 2020. It would seem that the Scottish Government has rushed
to announce this funding in order to meet this deadline.
“We would see a lot more money in our communities if support
for crofting in Scotland was on an equal par with support given to

“Quite the opposite in fact. We have all been misled.”
Highlands and Islands Scottish Conservative MSP Donald Cameron
said: “Fergus Ewing has managed to annoy just about everyone in
the sector with his misjudged decision over convergence allocation.
"Rarely can a minister with responsibility for farming have received
such a stinging rebuke from industry representatives.
“It is quite clear that the SNP Government is proposing to use
the payment allocations to cover funding gaps they themselves have
created in LFASS payments.”
Ness crofter Donald ‘Sweeny’ Macsween is one of those affected
by the way in which money is to be allocated. He holds 200 hectares
of common grazing shares on rough moorland and just 22 hectares
of better quality, agricultural or permanent grassland.
He said that he ‘got his hopes up’ after last week’s initial
Government announcement, but is now becoming increasingly
angry, voicing his outrage in a series of social media posts. On Friday
November 1st he said: “The money was paid by the EU to go to
those of us who have Region 3 ground, like moorland and hills.
I claim for 200 hectares of this, through common grazing shares.
Announcements this week from Scottish Government were that the
money was going to go to those who needed it the most, crofters and
hill farmers on upland and marginal land.
“Turns out…50% of the funding is going to Region 1 land, meaning
that the big farms all over the country will be getting a larger cut of
this, rather than those it was supposed to help."
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Jobs scheme
wins more
backing

Delight at
night for
Isles skies
festival

C

omhairle nan Eilean Siar has been successful
in an application to the European Structural
and Investment Funds 2014-2020 to extend its
Western Isles Strategic Employability Programme.

The initial phase of the programme, which began
in 2015, was awarded European Social Fund (ESF)
grant aid of £770,000.00 and the extension has
secured a further £1,457,794 giving a total ESF
grant of £2,227,794 up to December 2022.
The programme provides targeted support to
individuals in the Western Isles who have multiple
barriers to employment and who have the potential
to move into sustained employment and/or selfemployment. The programme also offers support to
those in low skilled employment to gain appropriate
qualifications to enable them to progress
The range of individuals supported include:
• Young people, including those who have
disengaged from the formal school process,
who need additional support to move forward
towards a positive employability destination.
• Long-term unemployed including those with
mental health difficulties and/or addiction
difficulties.
• Unemployed adults with specific learning
difficulties.
• Unqualified trainees and employees living
and working in peripheral and economically
fragile geographical areas in the Western Isles.
• Under-employed migrant workers
in low-skilled, low paid jobs.
By the end of the programme in December 2022
it is anticipated that over 450 individuals will
be supported. Key programme outcomes for
2015-2022 are:
• 57 unemployed participants will enter further
education or training programmes.
• 111 unemployed participants will secure
employment, including self-employment.
• 149 employed participants will gain a
qualification.
Comhairle Leader, Roddie MacKay, welcomed
the ESF award news as “another example of good
partnership working between the Comhairle and
Scottish Government.
“The continuation of the Employability
Programme protects jobs and ensures that the most
vulnerable people in our communities continue to
have every opportunity to fulfil their potential in
terms of education, skills and training.”

In for the
high jump!
T

A

s tickets for events across February’s
Hebridean Dark Skies Festival went on sale,
An Lanntair arts centre announced several new
programme highlights.

Representatives of Point and Sandwick Trust and the Parkend, Holm
and Mackenzie Estate Residents Association with the new container.
Photograph by Sandie Maciver of SandiePhotos

Community councils
get offer of aid
N

ewly-formed community councils and
existing residents associations in the area
close by the Point and Sandwick Trust have
been asked to approach the community wind
farm charity if they feel they need financial
support for any projects.

community and have ideas. These ideas can be
brought to a community council who bring them
on because community councils are statutory
organisations. If they take up ideas that have been
brought to them by residents, that gives them much
more clout when they take them forward.”

Point and Sandwick Trust, which runs the largest
community wind farm in the UK at Beinn Ghrideag
just outside Stornoway, recently gave £4,250 to
Parkend, Holm and Mackenzie Estate Residents'
Association to support them in their wide range
of community activities which include skip and
clean-up days, bulb-planting sessions, bonfires,
and fun days.

He added: “Although the council here is really
quite good at listening to residents' associations,
it doesn't have to. But it must listen to community
councils and that is very important.”

Around £3,500 of the grant allowed the
residents' association to buy a 20ft container which
is now being kept at a nearby yard and means the
association now has somewhere to store all their
equipment and items, from buckets and spades for
the clean ups to Christmas lights.
The rest of the money will fund a festive dinner
and outing for the older folk in the area.
Angus McCormack, honorary president of
Point and Sandwick Trust, joined with Norman
Mackenzie, Point and Sandwick Trust chair, Rhoda
Mackenzie, Point and Sandwick Trust board
member, and representatives of the residents’
association to demonstrate that the community
can count on the charity’s support.
Angus took the opportunity to reach out to
the newly formed community councils in the
charity’s immediate district – Point, Sandwick and
Stornoway community councils – to invite them
to get in touch with Point and Sandwick Trust
and bear the charity in mind if they are seeking
funding.

hree Stornoway men have successfully
He said: “I would always say to any new
executed the highest tandem skydive in the organisation that establishes itself in the
world, jumping out of a plane above Florida at community to approach Point and Sandwick Trust
18,000 feet.
so that we know they exist and if at some point in
Norrie ‘Tomsh’ Macdonald, Bob Rankin and
Allan Macleod completed the jump on Thursday
October 24th at the Skydive Space Centre at
Titusville in Florida.
The nine-minute jump has left councillor, taxidriver and sports-writer Norrie uncharacteristically
lost for words, as he posted: “I will find the words
…just not yet!”
Norrie decided to use the challenge as an
opportunity to raise funds for Alzheimer Scotland
and has already been pledged more than £1,700 at
his fundraising page at https://www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/norrietjumpsfromaplane
For his friends and fellow golfers, the jump
was just a way to fill time between rounds at TPC
Sawgrass, a championship golf course in Florida
where they are spending a sporting week off.

the future they have a project that they think we
might support, they should bring it forward.”
Angus stressed the important part such
organisations have to play in the life of a
community and pledged to support them in his
role as an elected member of Comhairle nan Siar
as well as the honorary president of Point and
Sandwick Trust.
He said: “I am a passionate believer in
community councils because everybody has to
work together to make them work. Not only that,
I’m very keen to support community representatives
to get themselves together in smaller groups, like
residents’ associations.
“Residents associations are very, very important.
They are non-statutory but it’s involving people
at a local level who are directly from their own

He said: “Point and Sandwick Trust’s raison
d’être was established by having consultative
evenings and afternoons in our local communities
in Sandwick and Point and it is from these
consultations that we formed the basis of the
kinds of support that we are now giving to our
communities. It’s absolutely imperative to us to
link in with our local groups because that’s who
have the ideas which point us in the right direction
of which projects we can support.
“They are driven by what the community
wants and what we are seeking to do at Point and
Sandwick Trust is have these direct links. We don’t
want any barriers between us. We want people to
feel they can come to us and say, ‘any chance you
can help us with this project?’”
Donnie Smith, treasurer of Parkend, Holm and
Mackenzie Estate Residents' Association, said it
was “absolutely fantastic” to get the support of
Point and Sandwick Trust. “It was good to apply for
a grant for something and get 100 per cent of what
we asked for. Not many other grants are like that
– you’ve always got to put up something yourself.”
Of the social event for the senior citizens, he
said: “It’s good for the bodachs and cailleachs to
mix and to get a square hot meal because some of
them don’t bother if they are by themselves.”
He said that a positive feature of being involved
with the residents’ association was that people
were then able to raise any issues they had
themselves about life in the community.
Donnie said: “If you join the likes of a residents
association, your voice is heard and it’s good to
get involved and get something done within the
community. You feel you are doing your bit.”
Rhoda Mackenzie, Point and Sandwick Trust
board member, said it was a pleasure to help
the residents association. “They are quite a small
group but a group that have been going for a long
time and they are very dedicated.”
She said the container would be a real boon.
“They have been working hard with nothing for
years but this means that they’ve got a base. In the
past number of years, they’ve been doing all these
small things that have improved their environment
and this will allow them to access more funding to
buy useful items and have them stored.”

Robin Ince is a multiple-award-winning
comedian best known for co-hosting the
international smash hit, Rose D’Or and Sony Award
winning BBC Radio 4 and podcast series, The
Infinite Monkey Cage, with Professor Brian Cox,
and the Book Shambles podcast with Josie Long.
Robin will be bringing his Chaos of Delight, ‘a
celebration of the human mind, from Bohemians
to Black Holes, Dali to DNA’ to the festival on
Thursday 13th February.
The Festival is also pleased to announce
g-Astronomy, in which astrophysicist Roberto Trotta
will join forces with chefs at An Lanntair and Uig
Sands restaurant to present a special interactive
culinary experience that translates complex
astrophysics into an edible and educational
experience for everybody, over the course of a
delicious and sociable evening meal.
Finally, the Festival is joining forces with Immerse
Hebrides for a Night Swim on Wednesday 12th
February. The ticket price includes head
torches, adventure lights, safety tow floats and a
guided swim around a loch or easily accessible
beach. To take part, contact info@immersehebrides.
com. To find out more about wild swimming on
Lewis, visit www.immersehebrides.com.
The events above are the latest addition to a long
list of Hebridean Festival highlights, including a
brand-new show by Karine Polwart, Sky at Night
presenter Chris Lintott teaming up with jazz
musician Steve Pretty, arts and astronomy project
Creativity and Curiosity and lots more. Tickets for
events all across the festival go on sale from today.
Now in its second year, the Hebridean Dark Skies
Festival – led by An Lanntair in partnership with
Stornoway Astronomical Society, Calanais Visitor
Centre, Gallan Head Community Trust, Lews Castle
College and new partners including Uig Sands will bring two weeks of arts and astronomy events
to the Isle of Lewis.
The 2020 festival will run from Friday 7th
February to Saturday 22nd February, with an
ambitious and exciting programme spanning
theatre, live music, film, visual art, food, astronomy
talks, and stargazing.
The Outer Hebrides have some of the darkest
skies in the whole of the UK. Many astronomical
sights can be seen through the naked eye including
the Orion Nebula (over 1,500 light years away),
the Milky Way Galaxy, and one of the Milky Way’s
companion galaxies the Great Andromeda Galaxy.
The Northern Lights, Aurora Borealis, can also be
seen from the islands, one of the very best spots in
the UK for watching this incredible phenomenon.
The Hebridean Dark Skies Festival is part-funded,
for a second year, by Outer Hebrides LEADER. It is
being promoted as part of #winterinthewild, a new
tourism campaign highlighting some compelling
reasons why the Outer Hebrides is a perfect getaway
outside of the summer season, with extraordinary
scenery and a programme of high quality cultural
events at An Lanntair.
Festival programmer Andrew Eaton-Lewis said:
“We’re delighted to be adding Robin Ince and
Roberto Trotta to an already packed programme,
providing all the more reason to spend some time
on the Isle of Lewis in February.”
For Hebridean Dark Skies Festival updates
visit www.lanntair.com/darkskies. Tickets can be
booked via An Lanntair‘s box office on 01851
708480.
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It’s a right Royal
day as Princess
tours rural Lewis
T

he Princess Royal made a flying visit to
Lewis which took in a major visit to Balallan
Old School Community Hub and series of
engagements in Breasclete on Wednesday
October 2nd.
Her helicopter landed at Sgoil nan Loch where
she was greeted by schoolchildren from both that
school and from Pairc School.
The visit to the Balallan hub included a detailed
tour of the Charity Shop, Museum, Archive
Room and the Hall itself to meet community
members and volunteers – as well as councillors
and representatives of supportive agencies –
and to examine the various displays and shop
arrangements.
In a short formal speech Princess Anne
congratulated all those involved for the work,
commended the new uses found for the former
school buildings and particularly praised the
addition of the launderette to the facilities
commenting that this was a service that would be
widely used. The set-up made “a really good hub”
and she expressed a hope that more people would
join and support the further development and use
of the centre.
Finally, she unveiled a commemorative plaque
and received a gift of a bolt of Harris Tweed.
She then formally signed the Visitors Book with
a flourish and then had a private lunch provided

by the hall café team, as this event was hosted
by Kinloch Community Association/Historical
Society.
After lunch she crossed the island to visit the
Flannan Isles Memorial down by the shore just
before the road down to Breasclete Pier. Then
the next call was the Lighthouse Keepers' House
on the hill behind the village to look round the
dilapidated building and have a look at the plans
for restoration and development, before unveiling
a plaque to commemorate the handover of the
building from Hebridean Housing Partnership to
the local community.
Next was the nearby Community Centre, to tour
the Exhibition in the small room upstairs and join
community members and representatives in the
hall.
Unhurried, always attentive, constantly involved
with people she was talking to from a whole range
of organisations and of all ages, Princess Anne
appeared just as fresh and focused after several
hours of chatting and questioning as she had at
the start, sometimes laughing and joking with
members of the various local groups as if she had
known them all their lives.
One the younger people to whom she talked
quite extensively about his role, commented
afterwards that he literally forgot who he was
talking to as they chatted away.
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Royal visit for
lighthouse
memorial

By Roz Macaskill

T

he Flannan Isles Lighthousekeepers’
Memorial received royal recognition at the
start of October.
Bringing a sunny day as she flew in to do a
series of visits on Lewis, Princess Anne visited the
Memorial to the three lighthouse keepers who
disappeared without explanation and trace in
December 1900.
The Memorial, created by James Crawford,
pays tribute to James Ducat, Thomas Marshall and
Donald Macarthur.
Originally unveiled on 15 December 2017, the
lost lives were once again remembered during
Princess Anne's visit.
Noreen MacDonald, a Director of the Breasclete
Community Association, explained: "The princess
came to see the Memorial and exhibition here at
Breasclete."
The exhibition, held at the Breasclete Community
Centre, contains an extensive archive collection.
The memorial itself, officially unveiled by Mrs
Christina MacLean two years ago, features a large
bronze wave bearing down and dwarfing the
lighthouse.
Noreen continued: "The princess' visit coincided
with the transfer of the lighthouse keepers'
accommodation into community ownership,
managed by Urras an Taighe Mhòir."
Also present for the royal visit was memorial
designer, James Crawford, who lives in Garynahine.
Kenny MacLennan, Chairman of Breasclete

Community Association, told EVENTS: "Breasclete
Community Association were delighted to host the
Royal visit of the Princess Royal to the Flannan Isle
Memorial, the Taigh Mor and to our Flannan Isle
Exhibition at Breasclete Community Centre.
"HRH met with James Crawford, together with
two grand-nieces of the late Donald Macarthur,
who was one of the three keepers lost.
"A plaque was unveiled at the Taigh Mor before
she enjoyed a tour of our exhibition where she
spent a while being extremely interested in all that
was on show.
"By far the best part of the day was when HRH
joined over 100 guests from our community for
afternoon tea in the Community centre.
"HRH managed to speak to everyone that was
present, which endeared her to all.
"The whole community thoroughly enjoyed
the day and we all realise now the exceptional
effort and work that HRH puts into these social
occasions.
"Before departing HRH was presented with a
painting and she signed our visitor's book."
Noreen explained the story behind the
monument: "The whole concept of the monument
was James’ idea and a recreation of what he feels
could possibly have happened that night.
"It's deliberately located down on the shoreline
within sight of the quay where the boats went out
to the Flannan Isles.
"The memorial is of Lewisian Gneiss with a
bronze wave symbolising the enormity of the sea
which possibly bore down upon the island."
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Princess helps with handover of cottages

By Roz Macaskill

T

he transfer of the Flannan Isles Lighthousekeepers cottages
at Breasclete to community ownership was marked by a
royal visit last month.
An Taigh Mòr, the former lighthouse station, was handed over to the
community on Wednesday October 2. Her Royal Highness, Princess
Anne, was present as a plaque was unveiled, commemorating a new
chapter in the 120-year-old building's history.
The royal visit was an appropriate touch, as Her Royal Highness
The Princess Royal has been patron to the Northern Lighthouse
Board since 1993.
The former lighthouse station is a Grade 2 listed sandstone
building, designed by David Alan and Charles Stevenson. A sum of
£20,000 in funding has been secured from the Architectural Heritage
Fund through their Scottish Community Development Grant, which
will go towards improvements and new facilities.
Liz MacBain, Chair of Urras an Taighe Mhòir, told EVENTS:
“Although still in development, the Community hopes that plans for
the building reinforce the historical links between An Taigh Mòr and
the Flannan Isles.
“The Flannan Isles exhibition, currently housed within the
Community Centre, will be extended, show-casing the extensive
archive held on this locally.
“One of the ideas proposed includes a multi-purpose venue area
which will offer events with an emphasis on Gaelic, allowing visitors
and locals alike to engage with island culture and history.
“The potential of developing accommodation, for which the

building was originally designed, is also a possibility, providing an
individual experience for visitors to this iconic and historic building.”
From the announcement of their intention to sell, Hebridean
Housing Partnership’s support of a community buy-out has been
central to a progression to ownership, an ambition which has now
been realised through funding from both the Scottish Government
and Comhairle nan Eilean Siar.
Norman MacLeod, Chairman of HHP said “It is great to see An
Taigh Mòr being returned to the community at Breasclete following

Ferries ‘crucial role in Isles’ future’
T

he failure to provide and develop adequate modern ferry
and air links to the Outer Hebrides could be a failing on
the scale of Lord Leverhulme’s misjudgements at the time of
his ownership of the Isles of Lewis and Harris between 1918
and 1925.

Mr Matheson’s talk was entitled “The Leverhulme Initiative: An
Opportunity Lost or a Narrow Escape for Lewis and Harris? He
was aiming to look at whether Leverhulme’s Grand Plan was
fundamentally flawed and as such, doomed to failure from the
beginning or whether a different approach might have produced an
altogether different.
Mr Matheson sketched in the Leverhulme conflict with the crofters

Housing Minister, Kevin Stewart, said: “We want to give more
power to communities to decide their own futures based on local
need. Taking over local land or buildings can give communities the
opportunity to deliver services, provide jobs, skills and training. It
can help groups become more sustainable, build confidence and a
sense of resilience.

New Gaelic online
course

Mr Matheson was giving the 16th Angus ‘Ease’ Macleod Memorial
Lecture which took place in Pairc School on Thursday October 25th
with various members of the family present and actually on the 17th
anniversary of ‘Ease’s’ passing.

Mr Matheson said that he had not known Angus ‘Ease’ particularly
well but “I did meet him on a number of occasions and enjoyed
conversations with him…Ease is well worthy of his status as one of
Pairc’s most prominent sons for many reasons, not least for all the
work he has done to document and preserve for posterity so much of
our history and culture.”

“Given the building’s historic status, it became incredibly costly
to bring the eight flats up to the Scottish Housing Quality Standard
so in November 2015, the Board took the decision to sell it, and we
are thrilled to finally hand over the keys to Urras an Taighe Mhòir
and look forward to seeing how the community group are going to
transform it.”

“That’s why I’m pleased to see the local people taking ownership
of this iconic and historic local landmark, with support from the
Council, Hebridean Housing Partnership and £147,250 Scottish
Government investment.”

That is the view of Gravir man Kenny Matheson, the well-known
broadcaster, former footballer and football club director, and retired
banker.

A large audience crowded the school hall for Mr Matheson to be
introduced by his lifelong school friend Donnie Morrison of Comunn
Eachdraidh na Pairc. He remembered that even in the mid-1950s
Kenny Matheson had been a fan of Manchester United at a time
when few of his contemporaries had horizons reaching that far. He
went on play football with Partick Thistle, be a founding director of
Inverness Caledonian Thistle and of Aberdeen Football Club…as
well as rising to a senior level in the Royal Bank of Scotland before
retiring to become a self-employed management consultant.

the sale from Hebridean Housing Partnership, who took management
of the building in 2006 after the transfer of social housing stock from
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar.

I

mpress your friends and colleagues with your Gaelic skills,
says Lews Castle College UHI.

Kenny Matheson and Donnie Morrison

around Stornoway – and looked at the personal and philosophical
origins for it.
And he went on the look at whether lessons could be learned –
and whether they had been.
He praised the work of the former HIDB and HIE – and of Comhairle
nan Eilean Siar. But he went on: “I would submit, however, that
joined-up planning to facilitate business progress is continuing to
fall down in one critical area, namely transport infrastructure and, in
particular, ferry services.”
This was happening despite intensive well-informed lobbying from
within the islands. “The lack of long-term planning and adequate
investment in timeously updating the fleet of vessels is inevitably a
major competitive negative.”
Both in Leverhulme’s case and with ferry orders, taking notice
of community views would have improved the chance of a good
outcome, he concluded.

The college is starting a new online Gaelic language learning
course.
The online format of the course enables distance learning and will
allow students to study the language from home or wherever they are
based, at their own pace and in their own time.
Sheila MacLennan, Assistant Principal at Lews Castle College
UHI said, “The college is very pleased to take another step towards
making learning Gaelic more accessible.
“This course, due to the online delivery method used, will be
particularly useful for people who wish to learn some Gaelic but feel
they lack the time or opportunity to do so.”
This 12-week Gaelic for Work Purposes course will help to
develop the basic skills needed to communicate not only in everyday
situations, but also in professional and vocational contexts.
The course has been funded by Bòrd na Gàidhlig and is accredited
by the Scottish Qualifications Authority.
For further information please contact: angela.weir@uhi.ac.uk tel:
01851 770457
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Sealladh a’ Chliseim opens

ompetition winner David Mackay officially opened the
homes scheme at Sealladh a’ Chliseim, Leurbost, on
Thursday 17 October.

David was the winner of a competition run by Sgoil nan Loch,
Leurbost to name the development prior to being completed by
Calmax Construction Ltd in April 2019.
The ten properties for affordable rent cost £1.6million of which
£1.06million was is being funded by Scottish Government Grant,
£522,000 by Hebridean Housing Partnership and £30,000 by
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar.
The Scottish Government Minister for Local Government, Housing
and Planning, Kevin Stewart said in statement: “Working together we
can provide the right homes in the right places which meet people’s
individual needs.
“These ten, new, quality, accessible, affordable homes in Leurbost
will support and strengthen the local community and are a result
of the effective partnership between Hebridean Housing Partnership,
the Comhairle and the Scottish Government.
“Making sure everyone has a safe, warm, affordable place to live
is central to our vision for a fairer Scotland. Developments like this
keep us on track to deliver our ambitious target of 50,000 affordable
homes by 2021, backed by record investment of more than £3
billion.”
HHP’s Chair, Norman Macleod said: “Thank you to David for
attending the ofﬁcial opening of Sealladh a’ Chliseim today.
“We are proud to see the completion of this development,
particularly the specially adapted property allowing one family to

Picture L to R : Norman Macleod (Chair, HHP), Ms Campbell, David Mackay, Dena Macleod (Chief Executive HHP), Katrina Rowlands
(Development Manager, HHP), Matthew Hebditch (Development Officer, Tighean Innse Gall)

stay in the area. We were pleased that the Comhairle were able
to contribute the additional funding to this project, allowing it to
proceed.”

“We are encouraged to see new homes in this area and like
HHP, we are delighted to see a family from the area beneﬁt from an
adapted home.

Kenny John MacLeod, Chair of Communities and Housing
Committee added: “The Comhairle is very pleased that this
development went ahead with the additional funding.

“Once again, we are grateful to Scottish Government for their
assistance as we continue to demonstrate our commitment to
building additional homes in rural locations.”

Highland promotion for SY man
S

tornoway man Malcolm Macleod has been
promoted to an executive chief officer post at
Highland Council, it’s been announced.

Malcolm’s appointment as executive chief ofﬁcer infrastructure and environment is part of the council’s
redesign programme.
Originally from Stornoway, Malcolm has been the

council’s head of planning and environment for the last
seven years and has worked in the Highlands for over 20
years. His most recent roles have included overseeing the
delivery of many of the major housing and infrastructure
projects across the Highland area as well as managing
the council’s corporate change programme.
Announcing his new appointment, a Highland Council
spokesman said: “He brings a strong focus on effective forward

The Comhairle has a property to let
within Barvas Industrial Estate:

T

planning and an emphasis on partnership working with
communities and with the business sector to this new role.”
Malcolm said: “It is a privilege to have been offered
the opportunity to continue to drive forward growth for
the Highlands, while recognising the need to manage the
beautiful environment we all love. The Highlands are a
fantastic place to live and work in and I am really looking
forward to the new role.”

New plans
for food bank

he Western Isles food bank supplying
families and individuals in poverty is to
change how it offers its service – but it will not
close, trustees say, despite the split with the
national charity Trussell Trust.

New Wine Church had been operating
emergency food provision for people in distress for
more than seven years and, since partnering with
Trussell Trust in 2013, Eilean Siar Foodbank has
provided emergency food supplies to more than
3,000 individuals, families and children across the
Western Isles.
Eilean Siar Foodbank chair Catriona Stewart
said: "After November 15th the food bank will still
function but won't be part of the Trussell Trust.
“The trustees came to the decision that, while
the Trussell Trust has been extremely supportive,
the requirements of remaining in the partnership
have made the local branch top heavy with
administration.

The unit measures approximately 50m2
with a rental cost of £1,900 per annum
THE DEADLINE FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST IS FRIDAY 29 NOVEMBER AT 5PM

For more information on these properties, please
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"From the 15th November we will no longer
be called Eilean Siar Foodbank and our existing
vouchers can no longer be used, but our premises,
our service and our volunteers will still be working
to support people who need help.
“The agencies who refer people to us have
already been contacted and we have meetings
scheduled with a number of churches in the
coming weeks to discuss the possibility of a joint
venture in our communities.”
Trustees are hoping that churches which already
provide food and other support services for people
in distress will step in to help deliver the new
provision. Eilean Siar foodbank trustee Charlie
Nicolson said: “The Salvation Army provides
support for people who need food, and the Shed

Project already runs a food distribution service
called Joseph’s Larder from their premises in
Stornoway.
“The Trussell Trust have been very supportive to
us, but their administrative demands were making
it hard for our small voluntary group to sustain
the service. They sent up an ofﬁcer to check our
provision recently and we thought we had done
well, but they came back with pointers which
included that we need a major permanent base
for food storage, which is something we just have
not been able to secure over the years, despite
everything we have tried.”
Between now and November 15th trustees
are trying to manage the Trussell Trust’s exit
requirements at the same time as negotiating
much-needed future support for hungry people.
They are also planning for the collection of food
for Christmas boxes which are distributed through
statutory agencies every year.
Catriona Stewart said "We are incredibly grateful
for the support we've received from local people
and want to say a particular thank you to all of our
dedicated volunteers for their work over the past
six years.
“Now that the ethos of the food bank has been
established on the island, we believe it is possible
to address these needs on a more informal basis
through the support of local churches and agencies
across the islands.
"We believe in the vision of the Trussell Trust
and the importance of their voice at Government
level. Although the administrative partnership is
coming to a close, we trust that the friendship and
connections made will remain open as we work
together to ensure that no one goes hungry."
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BREXIT PLANNING FOR
SCOTTISH BUSINESSES
The Scottish Government has prepared a Brexit
self-assessment tool to help companies prepare
for business post-Brexit. There is also a guide
available that gives the facts on what business
processes changed at the end of March, regardless
of Brexit.
The current advice is to make plans on the basis
that the UK leaves the EU without a deal. The
self-assessment tool is designed to help businesses
identify their potential exposure to Brexit.
Focusing on the priority issues will help form the
basis of your Brexit plan.
There are a number of actions businesses
should be taking now to prepare for post-Brexit.
These include applying for an EORI number to
allow you to continue to export and import after
Brexit day and registering to use Transitional
Simplified Procedures to avoid making full
customs declarations for imports at borders and to
postpone paying import duties.
To find out more on all of the above, visit www.
prepareforbrexit.scot/

RESOURCE EFFICIENT
SCOTLAND SME LOAN
Resource Efficient Scotland is currently offering
interest free loans to SMEs looking to carry out
energy efficiency improvements.
These can

include lighting and heating upgrades, double
glazing and insulation. To find out more, please
contact Resource Efficient Scotland on 0808 808
2268 or www.resourceefficientscotland.com/
SMELoan.

DEVELOPING THE
WORKFORCE WORKSHOP
Highlands and Islands Enterprise is running
a workshop on retaining and developing your
workforce in Stornoway on 14 November from
10.30am to 1.30pm. The workshop will include
presentations from Investors in People and Skills
Development Scotland as well as tips on Cyber
Resilience.
To find our more, visit https://bit.ly/349e286.

PARCEL DELIVERIES
BUSINESS SURVEY
The Scottish Government would like to find
out about the impact of delivery surcharges
on businesses in remote and rural areas and is
therefore asking business owners to complete a
short survey on the topic. It would like to hear
from businesses that buy and/or sell goods online
to gain some understanding of their experiences.
To access the survey, please visit www.
snapsurveys.com/wh/s.asp?k=157053821807.

OHYESS
Outer Hebrides Youth Entrepreneurs Start-Up Scheme is financed by
Highlands and Islands Enterprise and administered by Comhairle nan
Eilean Siar.

• AGED 18 – 40?

Selene Huntley, Heb Insights

BUSINESS GATEWAY DIRECTS
NORTH UIST DATA AND MARKETING
FIRM ON THE PATH TO SUCCESS

N

orth Uist resident Selene Huntley has
taken her love of data to the next level
after swapping her career as a veterinary
surgeon to establish a data analysis and
marketing insights firm.

Google Ad services. This upgraded offering has
been highly effective in building a client base,
enabling businesses in the Outer Hebrides to
be more competitive throughout the online
marketplace.

Launched in October 2018, Heb Insights
aims to help businesses of all sizes across the
Outer Hebrides prosper by enabling them to
utilise their data to inform sound decisionmaking. Support from Business Gateway Outer
Hebrides helped put Heb Insights on the path
to success, by providing business planning
advice and valuable local connections.

Selene Huntley, Director of Heb Insights,
said: “It’s fantastic to be able to access the
variety of invaluable resources offered by
Business Gateway Outer Hebrides.

Living locally, Selene is passionate about
playing a key part in a resilient local economy
by helping to create high quality opportunities
for future generations. Following the advice
and support from Business Gateway, Selene has
taken Heb Insights from strength to strength, by
expanding her service offerings and increasing
her brand awareness across the Outer Hebrides.
Following the launch, Selene met with
Business Gateway to form a business plan and
a coherent message about what she wanted
to offer local companies. Business Gateway
was instrumental in helping Selene achieve
her main aim – to increase her number of
business contacts – which was crucial in
order to expand her customer base and drive
overall awareness. Selene additionally received
specialist marketing support and had access
to Business Gateway’s one-to-one advisory
sessions and free online resources.
Thanks to Business Gateway, Selene was
able to focus on developing Heb Insight’s
remit, which has recently expanded to include

“My adviser, Alastair, has been instrumental
in the early stages and success of the business,
as well as helping to expand my professional
network. Knowing who to speak to and how to
make local connections is essential, especially
in the Outer Hebrides where word of mouth
is hugely important to the success of local
businesses.”
Alastair MacLeod, Business Adviser, Business
Gateway Outer Hebrides, said: “When growing
a business in a small community, making the
right contacts can make all the difference.
Our initial focus was to introduce Selene to
the essential contacts needed to help drive
awareness of the data and marketing insight
services which her firm offers.
“We were also able to provide one-to-one
business support, advice on marketing strategy
and fully-funded workshops about every aspect
of running a business. It’s been a pleasure to
work with Selene and witness her dedication,
hard work and commitment to the success of
the local economy.”
To find out more about Business Gateway
and its services, please visit their website at
https://www.bgateway.com/

• THINKING OF STARTING A NEW BUSINESS?
• DO YOU REQUIRE CAPITAL INVESTMENT?
• ARE YOU BASED IN THE OUTER HEBRIDES?
• WILL YOU BE OPERATING IN A KEY* SECTOR?
If so, you may be eligible for a grant of up to £2,500, up to 50% of eligible costs.
To find out more, please contact Business Gateway on 01851 822775 or
businessgateway@cne-siar.gov.uk.
*Key Sectors - renewables & energy related activity, recycling, tourism, creative and other culture-based
industries, food & drink, information technology, life, health and other sciences, research & development,
innovation, manufacturing & processing, traditional industries (indigenous to the Outer Hebrides).

Find us on Facebook – search for Business Gateway Outer Hebrides

WE ARE MOVING!
The Business Gateway team and Highlands and Islands
Enterprise are relocating to the Comhairle Offices on
Sandwick Road on Monday 18 November 2019. The
Business Gateway phone number and email address won’t
change so we can be contacted on 01851 822775 and
businessgateway@cne-siar.gov.uk as usual.
Online Local Business Directory – go to: www.businesshebrides.co.uk
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DEVELOP YOUR SKILLS
with our range of workshops
Why do Business Gateway
Outer Hebrides workshops book
up so quickly? Yes, they’re free,
but also very valuable, with 95%
of attendees giving them a
thumbs up.
You’ll be surprised by the sheer
diversity of workshops and
training sessions we provide.
'SPNCVTJOFTTCBTJDTUP
TPQIJTUJDBUFEEJHJUBMNBSLFUJOH
UIFSFōTTVSFUPCFBUPQJDUP
FOIBODFZPVSTLJMMTBOECVJMEZPVS
CVTJOFTTDPOţEFODF
See the full range of events on
our website and book your free
workshop online.

Video Production for
Social Media
Wednesday 13 November, 0930-1230
MG Alba

How to Write a Business Plan
Thursday 14 November, 0930-1230
$PNIBJSMF0ťDFT

Branding and Packaging for
Island Businesses
Tuesday 19 November, 0930-1230
$PNIBJSMF0ťDFT

Email Marketing with MailChimp
Wednesday 27 November, 0930-1230
$PNIBJSMF0ťDFT

What to Think About When
Creating a Website
Thursday 28 November, 0930-1230
$PNIBJSMF0ťDFT

$POOFDUXJUIVT7JTJUhttps://www.bgateway.com/events
PSDBMM 01851 808240
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AMID THE FOOTSTEPS OF GIANTS
Review by Fred Silver

T

his is a most unusual book review. It is being written while
I am in conflict with my beloved but emotional iMac which
apparently wishes to be seen as a beautiful object, rather than
performing any useful role. It is being written in a rush on the
eve of EVENTS publication because I have got behind with my
work and should be editing news stories, if anything at all.
In addition, the subject of the book is someone I have known for a
quarter of a century, a situation I have never had to deal with before;
and on top of that, I am supposing to be introducing an event at An
Lanntair about this book on Wednesday November 20th.
So obviously I have to review the book to encourage participation
– but not say so much that this means people don’t turn up at 8pm
to hear from Roy Pedersen and John Angus Mackay about how the
book came to be.
And yet I am going to have start off my comments by saying I don’t
like the book’s title…which surely is going to make for a tricky evening.
Everything else about the book is a phenomenal achievement for
Roy…its pace, its details, its persistence in following the life path of John
Angus without being deflected unduly by the surrounding personalities
which he had to deal with. Given the phenomenal level of involvement
which John Angus has had in public life in the Gàidhealtachd and
beyond – it would literally be far easier to name the few organisations
with which he has not been involved – this book could easily have
become an administrative history of modern Scotland.
But the title of the book still disrupts my thinking. Nothing I
associate with guerrillas is something with which I do associate
the John Angus Mackay who I have encountered since 1991. Of
course, it could all have happened earlier in his life – now almost a
recluse myself, I was once involved in various ways in running strikes,
fighting lock-outs, the occupation of buildings, union conferences
and angry protest marches, but that was all long before 1991.
However, the book confirms in page after page something which
Dr Finlay Macleod said to me many years ago about John Angus:
that he furthered the Gaelic cause by “inhabiting” the world of the
Scottish and UK administration. In other words, he was a gentle
insurrectionary, maybe even a mild saboteur, but above all, a
successful negotiator and a skilled facilitator who learned how to
work the system in the favour of people of the Highlands and Islands.
And while he was one of a series of giants for the Gaelic cause
whose names pop up throughout the book, he was somehow key to
the success of each, for everything from The Scottish Crofters Union
and the Co-Chomunn movement through to Gaelic TV and the
modern structure of Gaelic organisations.
And anyone who thinks that the present structure and relative
success of the Highlands and Islands was inevitable, really does have
to think again after reading how many close shaves there were as
sheer chance was exploited time and again by John Angus to preserve
and develop the region.
To me as an outsider, it seems almost impossible to understand
how the survival of Gaelic and the official support for Gaelic ever
came to be in question. In Kiev for a week in 1970, I saw how
in the USSR, they had no problem having a minority language with
bilingual signage; in Wales in the late 1970s, I saw whole areas
served by Welsh language newspapers and Welsh broadcast media;
in China in 1986-7, another highly centralised administration had no
problems with having minority languages all across the country; and

What's in
Section
Two

John Angus Mackay and Roy Pedersen

in New Zealand, again in the 1980s, Maori was part of wider life,
albeit after some rather more divisive periods of time.
So, when I first encountered John Angus and the nascent Gaelic
Television Committee, I was most surprised to find how revolutionary
its mere existence was. But the growth of Gaelic TV since – basically
that of an entire industry – is a total tribute to the success of John
Angus Mackay. (Incidentally, a CTG Christmas lunchtime party was
also indirectly responsible for a long-forgotten piece of radio history
– for reasons I don’t recall, myself and broadcaster Lesley Riddoch
followed on from the event by doing a live programme on the new
Isles FM station. Quite what we said is fortunately lost!)
It is a bit of a shame that the book does not contain an index since
it explains all sorts of incidental details, such as what TeleG was and
how it fits into the growth of Gaelic broadcasting.
I was intrigued that the first publication listed in the bibliography
is one by Mario Basini, a former colleague of mine on the Western
Mail in Cardiff. And every page seems to have someone I remember
dealing with in the hectic first months of being editor of the Stornoway
Gazette (a newspaper which then meant something) in the 1990s
– opening pages 158-9 at random, I immediately encounter Allan
Campbell of CnAG and Iain Robertson of HIE, for instance.
Anyway, I think every reader will take something different away
from this fascinating and insightful book…now it’s time for all you lot
to start finding out what this is for yourselves.
And if you want more background, come to An Lanntair on
November 20th at 8pm.
Maybe by then I will have thought of a better title to suggest for the
next edition …otherwise Gaelic Guerrilla: John Angus Mackay, Gael
extraordinaire will just have to do.
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Shipwrecks of the Hebrides
by the Ancient Mariner

Fishing Disasters
T

he column this month is not about one specific shipwreck
but multiple shipwrecks associated with great fishing
disasters which have wreaked havoc and caused unimaginable
misery for fishing communities throughout Scotland,
especially in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.
Arguably, two of the worst fishing disasters of that era took
place in mainland coastal locations. On 18th/19th August 1845,
the Great Moray Firth disaster occurred when 124 boats were lost
during a horrendous storm, and 100 fishermen were drowned,
leaving 47 women widows and 161 children without fathers.
Thirty-three years later an equally horrific fishing disaster took
place at Eyemouth on Thursday 14 October 1881. In the aftermath
of this extraordinarily extreme gale, 189 fishermen perished,
many within sight of their own harbour. The fishing villages and
communities of our own islands have had their own share of
horrific tragedies over the years but more on this later.
It has always been thought that one main reason for the
numerous fishing tragedies in the 18th/19th centuries was the type
of boats which most fishermen used. These were generally small
sail boats with open hulls that fished mainly close to the shore.
The shallow design of the boats allowed them to be launched by
their crews from beaches or small harbours, but their open hull
provided little shelter for the crew and made them susceptible to
swamping and capsizing in rough seas.
As the fishing industry expanded at this time and bigger catches
brought greater financial rewards, inevitably, fishermen took
greater risks by going further out to sea, leading to an increase
in drowning tragedies. As fishing technology was fairly primitive
then, perhaps the expression, “on a wing and a prayer,” had
more relevance, although to be fair, even modern, sophisticated
technology and the best navigational aids do not ensure that all
who go to sea return home safely, even in our modern age.
Most villages in Lewis in the 18th/19th centuries lost fishing
boats and crews almost on a regular basis. In 1789, for example,
a small boat from the parish of Barvas was recorded as being lost
with all hands. In February 1836 two Point boats, fishing off the
coast, were caught up in a sudden and ferocious gale. Despite
the best efforts of the fishermen to return to home port, they were
eventually driven towards Cromore in Lochs by late evening. In
one of the boats, four young men from the crew perished through
exposure but the elderly crew in the other boat survived this
harrowing ordeal. In 1850, another fishing boat from Swordale
in Point was lost with all hands, which brought dark and crushing
sorrow to the village as all the men on board were heads of
individual families. In 1875, an oar from a Borve boat which had
been lost at sea was found washed ashore at Bragar. Two years

later, another fishing boat, this time from Bernera, was lost off
the Flannans. The Back district of Broad Bay also suffered many
fishing tragedies with the worst one being The Great Drowning
or “Bathadh Mor a’ Bhac” in 1895, when 19 fishermen were
drowned. In 1883, the Lewis Chamberlain estimated that between
1849 and 1883, 293 fishermen had lost their lives at sea.
Probably the area that suffered most from fishing tragedies was
the district of Ness, which had a long association with fishing
dating back centuries. In 1839, six men from a Fivepenny boat
disappeared at sea and only eight years later five men from the
neighbouring village of Lionel were lost. In 1849 a Galson boat
with a crew of six never made it back to shore and a similar fate
befell a crew of six from Skigersta in 1851. However, the worst
was still to come with “The Great Drowning,” of 1862. That year,

The Day of Covenant

The Day of Covenant
by Christina St Clair

‘The pivot of the oneness of the world of
humanity is the power of Covenant.’
All are welcome!

On Saturday 23 Nov 2019, 7:00-9:00 pm
At the Failte Centre, Bayhead, Stornoway
BahaiTeachings.org
www. Bahai.org.uk
Call/text 07798700443 Admission: FREE

six boats from Port of Ness were lost and 31 fishermen perished.
The boats included the “Look Sharp” from North Dell and “ The
Diligence” from Lionel. Two other boats were driven across the
Minch and were eventually swept ashore at Scourie on the coast
of Sutherland but only one fisherman from Swainbost perished and
was buried in Scourie. There were a few other fishing tragedies in
Ness after “Am Bathath Mor,” with the worst being the Cunndal
disaster in 1885 when 12 men were lost. An estimated 96
fishermen perished from the Ness district between 1835-1900. In
2014 the Ness Fishery Memorial, pictured above, was erected at
Port of Ness to commemorate the success of the long line fishing
industry in the past and those who lost their lives in the fishing
industry over time.

B

aha’is around the world celebrate what is known as The Day
of the Covenant on 26th November.

[Baha’u’llah] is my glorious and refulgent diadem; and servitude to
all the human race is my perpetual religion.

Christina St. Clair is the latest speaker invited by the Baha’i
Community of Lewis to deliver her public presentation on the topic
of ‘Covenant and specifically about The Day of Covenant’, a free
event on Saturday 23rd November, 7-9 pm, at The Failte Centre,
Bayhead, Stornoway.
Parents and family being from the Western Isles, she grew up with
a love of Gaelic songs and loves to sing, with her guitar, the Spiritual
Verses and set them to the traditional Hebridean melodies.
Originally trained and worked as a nurse, she then graduated
with MA in Scottish & Celtic Studies with Gaelic from Edinburgh
University. She has used her musical talents to facilitate Gaelic
singing in primary schools in Edinburgh and Isle of Mull.
Simply put, The Day of the Covenant is a commemoration of
Baha’u’llah’s appointment of His eldest son, Abdu’l-Baha as His
successor. Abdu’l-Baha played a crucial role in guiding the early
Baha’i community and ensuring that the followers of the Baha’i Faith
remained united, rather than fragmenting into different sects.
Abdu’l-Baha means Servant of Baha, he lived a life of complete
humility and utmost devotion.
Abdu’l-Baha had said: “My name is Abdu’l-Baha, my identity is
Abdu’l-Baha, my qualification is Abdu’l-Baha, my reality is ‘Abdu’lBaha, my praise is Abdu’l-Baha. Thraldom to the Blessed Perfection

The early Baha’is longed for there to be a day dedicated to Abdu’lBaha, and the Day of the Covenant was established as such a day,
a time to reflect on the life of Abdu’l-Baha. However, it is also – in
equal measure – a time to reflect on what it means to be a follower
of Baha’u’llah and to be of service to His Cause. Abdu’l-Baha is the
Centre of the Covenant, to whom the followers of Baha’u’llah were
to turn to after Baha’u’llah’s passing. The Covenant is a fascinating
and deeply important concept. It represents a promise from God to
humanity that we will never be left alone and without guidance.
Throughout the history of mankind, God has guided humanity by
sending them Manifestations to reveal great spiritual truths.
Our part in the Covenant, as individual believers, is to follow the
teachings of God as made known to us through His Manifestations.
However, this isn’t simply about reading the Writings and obeying
the laws, but also about acting in unity and serving steadfastly – as a
community – to serve humanity and to realize the vision for a new,
peaceful and unified civilization that is found in the Baha’i Writings.
Throughout His life, he made sacrifice after sacrifice in service to
the Faith – out of obedience to the revealed Teachings and love for
all humanity.
“The pivot of the oneness of the world of humanity is the power
of covenant.”
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the linda norgrove foundation
Letting children have some fun in safety
W

rice to eat that night. Some of them were no more than five years
old. What kind of a childhood is that?’

SCAWNO is an Afghan-run centre for children and women
in a particularly poor area of Kabul, operating on a low budget
and for which LNF is the main funder. Children are given classes
in literacy, calligraphy and art, computing, the Koran and judo,
and women, many of whom are widows, receive tailoring skills
enabling them to earn a supplementary income. The spartan
featureless classrooms are small with kids crammed in, mostly
sitting cross legged on the floor.

Lorna added ‘We hope that this collaboration will continue and
bring more joy and hope to the kids at SCAWNO in particular. By
bringing these two schools together, both of which are supported
by LNF, we hope to enrich both without a requirement for extra
funding from us.’

hen John and Lorna Norgrove were in Afghanistan
in the spring, they visited two of the projects the
Foundation has supported since its conception in 2010, both
of which provide safe places where children can relax.

The Mini Mobile Children’s Circus, run by two Scandinavians, is
a complete contrast. Undeterred by the loss of their last premises,
this imaginative pair obtained a number of shipping containers
which are now stacked to make the most use of the small area of
land that they rent and painted in bright colours to provide rooms
and a colourful environment for the children. The kids are taught
skills such as juggling and acrobatics and learn about important
issues such as drug misuse and landmine awareness through the
art of performance.
Lorna commented, ‘Both centres provide a safe place for
children who would otherwise be working on the street.
“Whenever our car stopped at junctions as we drove through
the city, there was a constant tapping on the windows by kids
wanting to sell us something, a box of matches or tissues, chewing
gum or a handful of sweets.
“Others were begging, dodging between the traffic, desperate
for a few coins which might make the difference of a little more

Naidheachdan

Encouraged by the Norgrove’s visit, SCAWNO has brightened
up its premises and organised a visit from kids at the Circus who
gave a performance and demonstrated their ‘circus’ tricks.

LNF 10K update.
Another successful 10k was held on the 5th October with more
than 80 participants running and walking on the Bhaltos Peninsula
and many more taking part on the same day around the world.
This has resulted in our being able to send a total of £6,288
to help disadvantaged women and children in Afghanistan, a
proportion of which will pay for piping clean water to a rural
school in Yakawlang district.
Thank you for coming, for volunteering, organising your own
event, and giving us your support.
Do look out for our colourful Christmas cards and 2020 calendar
which will be on sale in shops in Stornoway and Uig shortly, and
available on our website:
www.lindanorgrovefoundation.org

News from Comunn Eachdraidh Nis

NESS HISTORICAL SOCIET Y WINS WESTERN ISLES LOTTERY

Ri thighinn / Coming Up at CEN
The Directors and staff of Comunn Eachdraidh Nis (Ness Soup and Pudding for CEN funds
Historical Society) were delighted to recently receive
Saturday 16th November
a cheque for £2,093.30 from the proceeds raised by
12 - 2pm at CEN
Supporters of the Western Isles Lifestyle Lottery in the

Ness/Westside area. The Commun Eachdraidh took
Thursday 14th November
over the buildings from CNES in 2011 and extensive
Donnie Graham will demonstrate
renovations have recently been completed, extending
macrame/ropework
and transforming the old school building into a modern
museum with archive and artefact storage facilities as
7pm at CEN
well as a public café. The Committee applied for support
All welcome
to carry out some external works to make the site more
user-friendly and accessible. Anne Macleod, Development
88tb±V´8Y«¼|´´8n8¼8´¼OF´¼¼|bÁ´Ob¼b¼|bo8¼b´Á±bÉ¼b±8È± ´±t±8b8YÈÁY
not have been possible without locals from the Ness and Westside Area Supporting the now very successful Western
Isles Lottery to whom we are very grateful”. The funding received from WILL, raised in the area over recent weeks, will
now enable the creation of Parking Facilities for those with Disabilities as well as new signage for the outside of the
FÁYt¡8b¼(8¼b±´n¼|b3 ¼¼bb´8Y«Èb8±bYbt|¼bY¼|8ÇbFbb8Fb¼´Á±¼´ÁO|8´toO8¼
±bO¼È|O|ÈFbnt±b8¼Fbbo¼¼¼|bO8OÁ¼Ê¬¡+Á±¼n±¼|b¼¼b±Ê|8´±b´Á¼tÇb±»VpÎÎ
Nis Aosmhor by Dan Morrison
having already been returned to the Ness and Westside area and details of the next recipients in the area will be
Exhibition and book re-launch
announced shortly. To join in to win weekly cash prizes, as well as supporting your own local area, you can log onto
www.westernisleslottery.co.uk
Tuesday 26th November at CEN
Pictured are Directors and Staff receiving their cheque from Janet Paterson.
Further details to follow
Late night Christmas Shopping: Our gift shop will be open until 9pm on Thursday 5th, 12th and 19th December (Saturday 21st shop and cafe open 12 - 3pm)
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Building our communities
Dileab follows in footsteps of
stars on to Glasgow stage
By Katie Macleod

R

unrig, Julie Fowlis, and Capercaillie are just
a few of the big names in Scottish music
who have performed over the years at Celtic
Connections, Glasgow’s annual folk, roots,
and world music festival. In January 2020,
thousands of musicians from around the world
will travel to the city to take part in 18 days of
concerts, cèilidhs, and workshops – and young
musicians from across the Outer Hebrides will
be among them.

Under the banner of Dìleab, Comhairle nan
Eilean Siar’s intergenerational bilingual project
that promotes the language, culture, and history
of the islands, around 80 young people will
perform at the Glasgow Royal Concert Hall’s New

Auditorium on 17th January as part of the 26th
Celtic Connections festival.
The special one-off Dìleab: Air a’ Chuan
performance is described by Celtic Connections as
showcasing “a new generation of young musicians
from across the Western Isles, celebrating their
communities’ culturally rich connections, past and
present, with the seas that surround them.” On
stage will be the
Sgoil Lionacleit Pipe Band, the Sir E Scott School
Senior Choir, as well as Highland dancers, soloists
and musicians from the four island secondary
schools.
Dìleab: Air a’ Chuan (which in English translates
to “Legacy: On the Ocean”) is the name not only
of the Glasgow performance, but also the theme
of Dìleab for 2020, chosen to link in with Visit

Scotland’s upcoming “Year of Coasts and Waters.”
The theme of the sea runs through each of the
performances, performances which will include
well-known traditional musicians including Ceitlin
Lilidh, Alice Macmillan and Padruig Morrison,
as well as the islands’ young people. The event
will also be presented by a former pupil of Sgoil
Lionacleit, Linda MacLeod.
Local Lewis singer-songwriter Willie Campbell,
of Astrid and The Tumbling Souls fame, will be
on the stage too. He has been involved in Dìleab
since its early days in 2018, penning five songs for
the 2018 Dìeab concerts, and hosting songwriting
workshops for school pupils. For Dìleab: Air a’
Chuan, Willie was commissioned to create two
new songs, Drawn to the Ocean and Calling Out,
and will be performing them in Glasgow with the
massed choirs.
The singer explains that the new songs were
inspired by “islanders being scattered to every
corner of the globe, our relationship with the sea,
what life is like for children on the island, and our
history and place in it. The sea is a strong thread
throughout these new songs, from long Atlantic
voyages to rough crossings on the Minch and trips
to rigs by helicopter.”
Willie says it is “an honour” to be working on
Dìleab again, adding that “the Dìleab team are a
great bunch of people and a joy to work with… It’s
a wonderful opportunity for all the young people
involved to play at an event like Celtic Connections,
and the venue it’s going to happen in is superb.
The Dìleab show in the Sports Centre last year was

brilliant and such a special and memorable night.
Making it happen took a lot of dedication from
loads of people behind the scenes. It was amazing
to see it all go like clockwork – one of my favourite
gigs ever to be part of. It’s always exciting to be
performing and to be involved in that scale of gig.”
The Celtic Connections slot was announced with
excitement last month, not long after the EP from
the 2018 Dìleab concerts went on sale. But before
Celtic Connections, the young musicians have
even more to look forward to, as they prepare to
perform alongside Skipinnish, the Tumbling Souls,
and Face the West at a headline Dìleab concert at
the Lewis Sports Centre on 29th November. “What
is really special about this is the opportunity our
young people are getting to perform alongside
some of Scotland's leading musicians and we
hope it will be an unforgettable evening,” says
Evelyn Coull Macleod, who oversees Dìleab as the
Comhairle’s Multimedia Manager.
Although Dìleab began in 2018 as a project
to bring local history alive for the islands’
young people, it’s become multi-faceted; this
month’s Skipinnish concert and January’s Celtic
Connections show are merely the next phase
of what is hoped will be a long-term cultural
initiative. As Evelyn notes, “Dìleab was always
going to be something that would grow. It’s got
continuity.”
Tickets are now available to buy online on the
Celtic Connections website:
https://www.celticconnections.com/event/1/
dleab-air-a-chuan

Views from the 2018 Dìeab concerts
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Building our communities
Homes and jobs brought
together for new apprentices
By Katie Macleod

have the skills and support they need to thrive in
employment,” explains Frank Mitchell of SDS.

D

epopulation is a long-running concern in
the Western Isles, with figures released
earlier this year suggesting the decline in the
number of young people in the islands is set to
be worse than expected in the next 20 years.

This will be done in a variety of ways, from making
sure labour market data, curriculum design, and
pupil subject choice are in alignment, to supporting
employers in upskilling their employees, and
helping young people choose the right pathways
from education into work. A new Career Hub will
also be housed in Stornoway Town Hall, with staff
from both the Comhairle and SDS providing advice
and guidance for employment opportunities.
High-quality digital technology of the kind seen
at e-Sgoil, the Comhairle’s digital learning service,
will also allow residents throughout the islands to
take advantage of the service.

But new plans from Comhairle nan Eilean Siar and
Skills Development Scotland hope to alleviate that
trend, starting by supporting apprentices in finding
low-cost housing, and enabling them to stay, live,
and work in the place they already call home.
It was the headline announcement at a meeting
at the Convention of the Highlands and Islands in
Inverness last month, which marked the official
start of a new partnership between Comhairle nan
Eilean Siar and Skills Development Scotland (SDS),
Scotland’s national skills body. The agreement
is the first of its kind in the country, and aims to
encourage young people to stay in the islands.
The new Charter agreement between the two
organisations was formally signed on 28th October
by SDS Chair Frank Mitchell, the Comhairle’s
Chief Executive Malcolm Burr, and the Scottish
Government’s Minister for Energy, Connectivity,
and the Islands, Paul Wheelhouse.
“The provision of good, low-cost housing, the
accessibility of education and skills pathways, and
the availability of good job prospects are major
factors for young people when choosing to stay on
our islands or seek out opportunities elsewhere,”
explains MSP Paul Wheelhouse.
“As part of the agreement, the Comhairle has

committed to providing low-cost housing for
apprentices as a means to encourage young
people to stay in the islands,” adds Malcolm Burr,
the Comhairle’s Chief Executive. “The Comhairle
is committed to reversing depopulation, and this
agreement, through the combined offer of an
apprenticeship and housing, will enable young
people to earn, learn, and live in the islands,
providing them with further opportunity to stay in

their own communities.”
As well as the introduction of affordable
housing, the new Charter lays out the commitment
of both parties to deliver high quality employment
services in the region, all with the goal of ensuring
the needs of the local people and local economy
are met. “The main premise of the Charter is to
sustain population in the Western Isles, to support
local employers, and to ensure that local people

Care Experienced Children
and Young People fund
T

he Scottish Attainment Challenge was launched by
the First Minister in February 2015.

The £750 million Attainment Scotland Fund is a targeted
initiative focused on supporting young people affected by
poverty and deprivation across Scotland.
The Care Experienced Children and Young People fund
is an additional resource provided through the Attainment
Scotland Fund.
Launched in 2018, it provides up to £33 million over this
parliamentary term for local authorities to fund initiatives
and interventions aimed at improving educational
outcomes for care experienced children and young people,
aged between 0-26, with the overarching aim of closing the
poverty related attainment gap.
Providing additional funding for Care Experienced
Students is the SAAS Support for Care Experienced Students
Bursary for 2019/2020.
If you are a new and continuing care experienced
student undertaking an eligible undergraduate course, you
can apply for £8,100 maintenance bursary and this is nonrepayable. This replaces the current income-assessed living
cost loan and bursary package. You may also be eligible for
the Care Experienced Accommodation Grant, which can
assist student during the Summer Holidays.
The same bursary amount is also available to careexperienced students entering full-time Further Education.

As part of the Comhairle nan Eilean Siar’s commitment
to providing care experienced children and young
people with a voice and support during this time, Rachel
Macdonald has been appointed as a Support Worker to
push the attainment agenda forward.
Rachel has worked as a Childminder, Support for
Learning Assistant and more recently as an Educational
Attainment Apprentice working with the Attainment Team
throughout the Western Isles, focussing on improving
literacy, numeracy and health/wellbeing for children and
young people affected by poverty and deprivation within
the Islands.
“I am very excited to be part of this initiative and look
forward to developing and building on links with local
agencies, to strengthen, develop and deliver additional
activities and interventions to benefit and enhance current
provision for care experienced children and young people”.
Rachel can be contacted via email:- rmacdonald1s@
gnes.net.
For further information on the Higher Education Care
Experienced Bursary please go to www.saas.gov.uk or call
their helpline on 0300 555 0505
For information locally regarding the Care Experienced
Bursary please contact Kate Mawby at University of
Highlands and Islands, who is based at Lews Castle
College, her email is Kate.mawby@uhi.ac.uk., phone
01851 770280.

In practice, the Charter is formalising the work
done between the Comhairle and SDS, allowing
them to work together to support the education,
learning, and skills sector in the islands. The
document itself, while not legally binding, outlines
how the joint initiative will be approached, as
well as stating its overarching aims, which include
ensuring employers can recruit the right people
with the right skills; delivering quality career
services; communicating the message of careers
and employability effectively; and supporting
successful transitions into employment.
As Frank Mitchell notes, the Charter “will
allow organisations across the Western Isles to
deliver sector-leading services to young people,
including careers, employability programmes, and
apprenticeships… This new approach will create
real opportunities for the people of the Western Isles.
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FÈIS “LUACH” AIR A
FOILLSEACHADH AIG
MÒD GHLASCHU

C

haidh fèill ùr, LUACH, fhoillseachadh an-diugh (Dimàirt,
15mh den Dàmhair) aig a’ Mhòd Nàiseanta Rìoghail ann
an Glaschu.

Thèid an fhèis a chur air dòigh tro cho-obrachadh eadar iomadach
buidheann coimhearsnachd agus le taic e-Sgoile, thairis air Dihaoine
3mh agus Disathairne 4mh Giblean 2020. Mar phàirt den fhèis, thèid
measgachadh de thachartasan a chumail tro mheadhan na Gàidhlig
no a bhios co-dhiù a’ toirt prìomhachais dhan chànan. Bithear ag
amas air farsaingeachd de dhaoine, aoisean is chuspairean is thathar
an dùil gum bi tachartasan a’ gabhail àite ann an Leòdhas agus na
Hearadh. Bidh spòrs, ceòl, fiolm agus còcaireachd na lùib agus
thig an fhèill gu crìch le cuirm mhòr le Trail West ann an Talla Baile
Steòrnabhaigh.
Tha LUACH air taic fhaighinn bho Bhòrd na Gàidhlig, Riaghaltas
na h-Alba, Comhairle nan Eilean Siar agus An Lanntair, agus tha cuid
de bhuidhnean coimhearsnachd mar Urras Oighreachd Ghabhsainn,
Urras Coimhearsnachd Bhràdhagair agus Àrnoil, agus Comann
Eachdraidh Sgìre a’ Bhac cuideachd gu bhith an sàs innte. Thathar
an dùil fios a chur gu barrachd bhuidhnean anns na seachdainnean ri
thighinn agus tha grunnan air ùidh a nochdadh mur thràth. Bu chòir
do dhuine sam bith a tha airson dol an luib LUACH fios a chur do
chomataidh na fèille.
A’ bruidhinn mun fhèis ùir seo, thuirt Aonghas Macillinnein bho
e-Sgoil: “Fìor dheagh chothrom a bhios a seo dha na buidhnean a tha
a’ feuchainn ri suidheachadh na Gàidhlig a leasachadh, tarraing air
an aon ràmh gus piseach a thoirt air cùisean.”
Thuirt Shona Nic a’ Mhaoilein, Oifigear Leasachaidh Gàidhlig aig
Urras Oighreachd Ghabhsainn:
“Tha sinn air ar dòigh a bhith an sàs ann an LUACH. Bheir
e cothrom dhuinn co-obrachadh le buidhnean Gàidhlig eile, le
tachartasan freagarrach airson gach aois a’ dol air adhart anns
gach coimhearsnachd san eilean a chuireas luach air ar cànan, ar
cultar agus ar dualchas thairis air dà latha as t-earrach.”
Gheibhear barrachd fiosrachaidh air facebook:
@LUACHnaGaidhlig.

“LUACH” FESTIVAL
LAUNCHED AT THE
MÒD IN GLASGOW

A

new festival, LUACH, was launched today (Tuesday, 15th
October) at the Royal National Mòd in Glasgow.

The festival is organised in cooperation between community
groups with support from e-Sgoil and will take place on 3rd and 4th
April 2020. As part of the festival, there will be a range of events
in Gaelic or at least giving priority the language, targeting people of
various ages and interests. It is hoped that there will be venues in both
Lewis and Harris, offering, among other things, outdoor activities,
music, film and cookery. The finale will be a concert with Trail West
in Stornoway Town Hall.
LUACH has received support from Bòrd na Gàidhlig, the Scottish
Government, Comhairle nan Eilean Siar and An Lanntair, as well as
a number of community organisations such as Galston Estate Trust,
Bragar and Arnol Community Trust and Comann Eachdraidh Sgìre a’
Bhac. The festival committee is planning to contact further groups in
the coming weeks, some of which have already registered an interest,
in the hope of recruiting further participants. Anyone wishing to get
involved in LUACH should contact one of the festival’s committee
members.
Speaking about the new festival, Angus Maclennan from e-Sgoil
said: “This is a great opportunity for groups that are trying to develop
the situation of Gaelic, to work together in order to improve matters.”
Shona Macmillan, Gaelic Development Officer at Galston Estate
Trust stated: “We are delighted to be involved in LUACH. It will give
us an opportunity to cooperate with other Gaelic groups in offering
events suitable for all ages in communities throughout the island that
value our language, our culture and our heritage over the course of
two days in springtime.”
Further information can be found on facebook:
@LUACHnaGaidhlig

Co-bhann nan Càirdean a’ faighinn
cuideachadh bho Urras an Rubha
agus Shanndabhaig
T

ha carthannas eileanach a tha a’ toirt bathar agus sheirbhisean
do dhaoine anns an ospadal agus ann an taighean-cùram
airson an dèanamh nas cofhurtail air cuideachadh fhaighinn
bho carthannas tuathanas-gaoithe coimhearsnachd Urras an
Rubha agus Shanndabhaig.
Tha Co-bhann nan Càirdean Ospadal nan Eilean Siar a’ toirt
cobhair don ospadal agus do thaighean-cùraim ionadail Dùn
Eisdean agus Dùn Berisay, leis a’ phrìomh amas a bhith a’ toirt ìrecùram anns an ospadal agus an àiteachan eile a tha fa leth bho na
tha an NHS a’ tabhairt.
Tha iad a’ ruith bàr-teatha anns an ospadal an Steòrnabhagh
agus a’ cleachdadh na prothaidean airson rudan a cheannachd a
dhèanas euslàintich nas cofhurtail fhad’s a tha iad a-staigh, agus am
fallaineachd àirdeachadh.
Tha na rudan sin a’ gabhail a-steach teilebhisein, rèidioan,
reòdhadairean beaga agus àmhainnean microwave airson
uàrdan-ospadail, seirbhis-leabharlann gluaiseach le taghadh de
leabhraichean agus irisean, agus cuideachd pacan-aideachaidh le
rudan mar stuthan-ionnlaid airson euslàintich nach urrainn an rudan
pearsanta fhaighinn.
Tha iad cuideachd a’ tabhairt tiodhlaicean Nollaig airson gach
uàrd, agus cairtean agus prèusantan co-là breith airson daoine a
tha a-steach airson ùine fhada. Chuir iad airgead a thaobh gàradhcuimhneachain, tha iad a’ tabhairt busaichean agus cèilidhean
thairis a’ gheamhradh agus tha iad cuideachd air pacan-taice airson
seargadh-inntinne a thoirt do na taighean-cùraim.
Ged a tha an carthannas cuideachd a’ togail airgead le rafailean,
pacadh-bhagaichean agus a’ cruinneachadh chanaichean, tha a’
chuid as motha den mhaoineachadh aca a’ tighinn bhon bhàr-teatha,
a tha fosgailte airson bracaist, diathad agus greimean-bìdh airson
euslàintich, luchd-taghail agus luchd-obrach. Ach thàinig creachadh
orra nuair a bhris an caibineat-fuar aca, a’ cuir bacadh air am biadh
a bha iad a’ tabhairt agus mar sin a’ bualadh am prothaidean.
Thàinig Urras an Rubha agus Shanndabhaig gan cobhair, ge-tà, le
tabhartas cha mhòr £2,200 a leig leotha fuaradair ùr a cheannachd
agus a dhol air ais gu seirbhis àbhaisteach.
Thuirt cathraiche Co-bhann nan Càirdean Ospadal nan Eilean
Siar, Roy Cameron: “Tha buaidh uabhasach aige mura h-urrainn
dhuinn a h-uile custamair a ghlacadh, oir feumaidh sinn cosgaiseanpàighidh a ruith agus an uairsin rud a bhith air fhàgail againn, a tha
air a roghainn a-mach.”
Tha Co-bhann nan Càirdean gu mòr an urra ri taic bho luchd-obrach
saor-thoileach, dìreach mar a bha e nuair a chaidh an carthannas a
chuir air dòigh anns a’ chiad àite anns an t-seann ospadal, an County,
ann an 1979. ’S iad an fheadhainn a tha a’ toirt preusantan gu luchdfuirich nan taigh-cùram, a tha a’ ruith an leabharlann agus ag obair
anns a’ bhàr-teatha aig an deireadh-sheachdain. A thuilleadh air sin,
ge-tà, tha iad cuideachd a’ pàigheadh seaplain agus ceathrar luchd-

obrach pàirt-ùine airson a’ bhàr-teatha a ruith tron t-seachdain.
Ann am bliadhna mhath, nì am bàr-teatha mar as trice mu £2,000
de phrothaid, a tha uile a’ dol gu na seirbhisean a tha an Co-bhann
a’ tabhairt. Tha am bàr-teatha a-nis air ais air traca as dèidh greiseag
a’ tabhairt seirbhis cuingichte, agus tha iad air ais a’ togail airgid
airson a’ charthannas.
Nuair a bhris am fuaradair anns a’ bhàr-teatha, bha an carthannas
fo uabhas gum biodh aca ri fear ùr fhaighinn air sgàth cho daor sa
bha e.
B’e Gordon MacAoidh, stiùiriche Co-bhann nan Càirdean agus
ball de bhòrd Urras an Rubha agus Shanndabhaig, a smaoinich
air iarrtas-taic a chuir don charthannas tuathanas-gaoithe
coimhearsnachd.
Thuirt Ionmhasair Donna NicCoinnich gu robh iad “fìor thoilichte”
an t-airgead fhaighinn, agus gun do rinn e “eadar-dhealachadh
uabhasach mòr”. Bha iad cuideachd toilichte mu cho furasta sa
bha a’ chùis gu lèir. “Bha Urras an Rubha agus Shanndabhaig gu
math furasta dèiligeadh leotha, agus bha am foirm furasta a dhol
troimhe, a tha a’ dèanamh eadar-dhealachadh mòr nuair a tha thu
a’ dèanamh iarrtasan. Cha do dh’iarr iad tòrr fiosrachadh bhuainn,
rud a tha a’ toirt tòrr obair bhuainn agus a dh’fhaodas a bhith duilich
airson comataidhean beaga.
“Cha do bhrùth iad sios ar prìsean agus mar sin fhuair sinn
fuaradair de inbhe àrd, a tha sinn an dòchas a sheasas tòrr nas fhaide.
Cha b’urrainn dhuinn a bhith air fuaradair cho math a cheannachd
sinn fhèin.
“Bha iad gu math taiceil bhon toiseach.”
Bhon aon thabhartas sin, tha Urras an Rubha agus Shanndabhaig
air Co-bhann nan Càirdean Ospadal nan Eilean Siar a dhèanamh
comasach cumail orra len achdan coibhnealas airson euslàintich
agus luchd-fuirich taighean-cùraim.
Thuirt Gordon MacAoidh: “Air leth Urras an Rubha agus
Shanndabhaig, tha sinn fìor thoilichte a bhith a’ toirt airgead do
Cho-bhann nan Càirdean airson uidheamachd ùr a cheannachd
don bhàr-teatha aig Ospadal nan Eilean Siar. Tha an Co-bhann a’
dèanamh obair dheatamach leis a’ bhàr-teatha a tha a’ toirt taic do
na h-euslàintich fhèin, an teaghlaichean, agus fiù’s luchd-obrach an
ospadal.
“Tha an t-airgead a-rithist ga chuir gu deagh bhuil airson an
coimhearsnachd anns an fharsaingeachd a chuideachadh.”
Thuirt Ionmhasair Donna: “’S e na rudan beaga a tha a’ dèanamh
an t-eadar-dhealachadh as motha.”
Tha luchd-obrach saor-thoileach air cridhe Co-bhann nan
Càirdean Ospadal nan Eilean Siar, agus aig aon uair bha còrr air 95
dhiùbh aca. Tha na h-àireamhan tòrr nas ìsle a-nis, agus bhiodh fàilte
mhòr air saor-thoilich ùra sam bith. Ma tha ùidh aig duine sam bith
ann, cuir post-dealain gu: wihleagueoffriends@nhs.net

07/11/19 - 04/12/19

T

www.hebevents.com

Seribheis ‘Spòrs Gàidhlig’ gus cumail a’ dol

ha am seirbheis tionnsgalach ‘Spòrs
Gàidhlig’, a bhios a’ toirt seachad
gnothaichean a-muigh sa Ghàidhlig, gu
bhith a’ cumail a’ dol às dèidh do Bhòrd na
Gàidhlig ainmeachadh gun toireadh iad taic
maoineachaidh a bharrachd dhaibh.

Bha dragh ann gum feumadh an t-seirbheis
dùnadh, le dithis luchd-obrach a’ call an
cosnaidhean, leis nach robh reicean air fàs cho
luath ’s a bhathar an dùil an toiseach.
Tha am pasgan maoineachaidh ùr de £45,000
bho Bhòrd na Gàidhlig a’ ciallachadh gun urrainn
do Spòrs Gàidhlig cumail a’ dol airson co-dhiù 18
mìosan, agus rè na h-ùine sin thathar an dòchas
gun gabh barrachd sgoiltean is phàrantan brath air
na cothroman a tha rim faighinn.
Tha Spòrs Gàidhlig na sheirbheis a chaidh a
chruthachadh leis a’ chompanaidh leasachaidh
òigridh is coimhearsnachd Comunn na Gàidhlig
(CnaG). Thuirt Àrd-oifigear CnaG, Dòmhnall
MacNèill: “Tha sinn air leth toilichte gun do
ràinig sinn aonta le Bòrd na Gàidhlig, agus gus
an taic a bharrachd seo fhaighinn. Tha sinn air a
bhith ag obair air an t-seirbheis seo fad ceithir no
còig bliadhna, agus tha sinn cho cinnteach a-nis
’s a bha sinn an toiseach mu luach an t-seirbheis

T

he pioneering ‘Spòrs Gàidhlig’ service,
delivering
Gaelic-language
outdoor
activities, is set to continue following the
announcement of further funding support
from Bòrd na Gàidhlig.
It had been feared that the service would have
to close, with two staff being made redundant,
as sales uptake had not grown as quickly as first
expected.

seo - a tha a’ cumail taic ri
leasachadh cànain, sòisealta
agus corporra na h-òigridh.

“Tha an taic ùr seo bho
Bhòrd na Gàidhlig na pàirt
dheatamach den phasgan
maoineachaidh againn, ach
feumaidh sinn £120,000 a
dhèanamh ann an teachda-steach tro reicean thairis
air an ath 18 mìos gus am
bi an t-seirbheis seasmhach
san fhad-ùine. Bidh seo
dùbhlanach, ach tha sinn
dòchasach mar thoradh air
an adhartas a rinn sinn marthà agus mar thoradh air na tairgsean taice a fhuair
sinn air na meadhanan sòisealta bho phàrantan
agus sgoiltean.”
Thuirt Shona NicIllInnein, Àrd-oifigear Bhòrd
na Gàidhlig: “Tha Bòrd na Gàidhlig air taic a thoirt
do Spòrs Gàidhlig bho thòisich e agus tha sinn air
leth toilichte taic a chumail ris airson nan ath 18
mìosan. Tha spòrs a’ cur gu mòr ri cleachdadh
na Gàidhlig, agus mar sin tha sinn a’ coimhead
air adhart ri bhith ag obair còmhla ri Comunn na
Gàidhlig, com-pàirtichean maoineachaidh eile,

agus le pàrantan agus sgoiltean
gus an lean an t-seirbheis seo
agus gus an soirbhich leis.”

Air a stèidheachadh gu
foirmeil ann an 2017, tha fòcas
Spòrs Gàidhlig air a bhith air
trèanadh sgioba beag de luchdoide Gàidhlig ann an grunn
ghnìomhan a-muigh. Leis na
teisteanasan sin, agus leis gun
d’ fhuaireadh teisteanasan
riatanach AALA (Adventurous
Activities Licensing Agency)
ann an 2018, dh’fhaodadh an
sgioba tòiseachadh a bhith
a’
lìbhrigeadh
sheiseanan
gnìomhachd a-muigh anns a’ Ghàidhlig - gu
sònraichte do sgoiltean, ach cuideachd tro bhith
a’ cur rudan air dòigh do phàrantan fa leth no do
bhuidhnean de phàrantan.
Tha farsaingeachd de gnìomhachdan gan
toirt seachad, bho shreap gu claiseachd, bùird
pleadhaig SUP gu sligheadaireachd, sgilean bi
beò, no turasan duais Diùc Dhùn Èideann. Tha
iad sin uile air an lìbhrigeadh tron Ghàidhlig
- a’ cuideachadh le ionnsachadh cànain nan
sgoilearan a th’ ann am Foghlam tro Mheadhan

‘Spòrs Gàidhlig’ to Continue

Gàidhlig, and to secure this additional support.
We’ve been working on this service for four or five
years, but are as convinced now, as we were at the
beginning, of the value of this service – supporting
young people’s language, social and physical
development.

The new £45,000 funding package from Bòrd na
Gàidhlig means that Spòrs Gàidhlig can continue
for at least the next 18 months, during which time
it is hoped that more schools and parents will take
advantage of the opportunities offered.

“This new Bòrd na Gàidhlig support is a vital
part of our funding package, but it remains the
case that we will have to earn £120,000 in sales
income over the next 18 months to make the
service sustainable into the longer term. This will
be quite a challenge, but we are optimistic based
on the progress we have made already and the
offers of support we have had on social media
from parents and schools.”

Spòrs Gàidhlig is a service created by youth and
community development company Comunn na
Gàidhlig (CnaG). CnaG Chief Executive Donald
MacNeill said: “We are delighted that we have
been able to reach agreement with Bòrd na

Shona MacLennan, Bòrd na Gàidhlig CEO,
said: “Bòrd na Gàidhlig has supported Spòrs
Gàidhlig since its inception and we are delighted
to continue support for the next 18 months. Sport
contributes greatly to the use of Gaelic, so we look

Sgoilearan MhicNeacail a’
cluinntinn mu chùrsaichean
Gàidhlig agus cothroman
cosnaidh

F

huair sgoilearean Gàidhlig à Àrd-sgoil MhicNeacail cothrom ionnnsachadh
mu na cùrsaichean Gàidhlig a tha rim faotainn sa cholaiste, nuair a chaidh
Feasgair Fosgailte a chumail sa cholaiste o chionn ghoirid. Bha buidhnean
Gàidhlig cuideachd an làthair, agus chuala na sgoilearan mu chothroman
cosnaidh ann an saoghal na Gàidhlig bho riochdairean à buidhnean leithid a’
BhBC, Comunn na Gàidhlig, Stòrlann, MG Alba and Tasglann nan Eilean. A
bharrachd air an seo, fhuair iad cothrom cluinntinn bhon bhana-bhàrd ainmeil,
Anna Frater a tha ag na h-òraidiche aig Colaisde a’ Chaisteil UHI.

Nicolson pupils learn about
Gaelic courses and career
opportunities at Lews Castle
College UHI

S
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enior pupils studying Gaelic at the Nicolson Institute learnt about the Gaelic
degree-level courses available through Lews Castle College UHI during a
recent visit to the campus in Stornoway. The pupils also heard about the many
career opportunities available in Gaelic from representatives of organisations
such as the BBC, Comunn na Gàidhlig, Stòrlann, MG Alba agus Tasglann nan
Eilean. They also had the opportunity to discuss poetry and literature with the
renowned Gaelic poet, Anna Frater who is a lecturer in Gaelic at LCC UHI.

forward to working with Comunn na Gàidhlig, the
other funding partners, parents and schools to help
this service continue and be a success.”

Formally established in 2017, Spòrs Gàidhlig
has focussed on training a small team of Gaelicspeaking instructors in a variety of outdoor
activities. These qualifications, and the securing
of the essential AALA (Adventurous Activities
Licensing Agency) in 2018 allowed the team to
begin delivering outdoor activity sessions in Gaelic
– primarily to schools, but also through bookings
with individual parents or groups of parents.
The activities provided range from climbing to
gorge walking, SUP paddle boards to orienteering,
bush craft, or Duke of Edinburgh expeditions.
All of these are delivered in Gaelic – helping to
support the language learning of pupils following
Gaelic Medium Education (GME). In a strong
partnership with Glenmore Lodge, sportscotland’s
national outdoor training centre near Aviemore,

na Gàidhlig (FtG). Ann an com-pàirteachas làidir
le Loidse a’ Ghlinne Mhòir, an t-ionad nàiseanta
airson trèanadh a-muigh aig sportscotland faisg
air an Aghaidh Mhòr, tha e air a bhith comasach
tursan còmhnaidh àrd-inbhe a lìbhrigeadh do
sgoilearan FtG cuideachd.
Thuirt Manaidsear Spòrs Gàidhlig, Dòmhnall
Morris: “’S e naidheachd sgoinneil a th’ ann gun
urrainn dhuinn leantainn oirnn airson nan ath
18 mìosan. Tha sinn air leth taingeil airson nan
litrichean agus nam beachdan taiceil a fhuair sinn
bho phàrantan agus feadhainn eile nuair a bha Spòrs
Gàidhlig ann an cunnart dùnadh. Thug e togail dhan
luchd-obrach gun robh meas mòr aig daoine air ar
cuid obrach agus thug e misneachd mòr dhuinn gus
cumail oirnn leis na h-oidhirpean againn.
“Is e an dùbhlan a th’ againn a-nis an taic seo
a chleachdadh gus àiteachan a chlàradh air na
gnìomhan anns na mìosan a tha romhainn, agus
tha planaichean làidir againn mar-thà gus tadhal
air sgoiltean agus buidhnean phàrant gus na
cothroman agus na gnìomhan as urrainn dhuinn
a lìbhrigeadh a mhineachadh agus tòiseachadh air
clàraidhean a chur air a’ mhìosachan againn.
“Mholamaid do sgoil, no do bhuidheann
phàrant sam bith a tha ag iarraidh barrachd
fhaighinn a-mach fios a chur thugainn.”

it has also been possible to deliver high-quality
residential trips to GME pupils.
Spòrs Gàidhlig service manager Donald Morris
said: “It is great news that we can continue for
the next 18 months. We are extremely grateful for
the supportive letters and comments we received
from parents and others when Spòrs Gàidhlig was
threatened with closure. Knowing the work was so
widely and highly-regarded was a boost to the staff
and gives us a lot of confidence to sustain our efforts.
“Our challenge now is to turn this support into
bookings for the months ahead, and we already
have firm plans in place to visit schools and parent
groups to outline the opportunities and activities
we can deliver, and to start putting firm bookings
into our calendar.
“We would urge any school, or parent group
who wants to know more to get in touch.”
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NOVEMBER AT
AN LANNTAIR

IVAN ILIC
Thur 21 Nov, 8pm £12/£10

Our school took part in the National Maths Week Scotland activities during October. We had very
interesting and fun maths sessions with Kjartan Poskitt who visited our classes and gave our pupils a new
perspective on number work. He is pictured with one of our P7 classes.

A popular visitor to the Lanntair stage, pianist Ivan Ilic returns this Autumn to present a recital
of nocturnal music, featuring works by Chopin, Tchaïkovsky, and Fauré amongst others. Ivan
enjoys a unique place in today’s musical landscape, thanks to his unconventional repertoire
and multifaceted approach. His combination of accessible presentation and adventurous
programming has allowed him to develop a worldwide following.

Our Infant classes visited Macaulay Farm and had a great time. They were learning all about the different
animals kept on the farm. P1A are pictured with some staff and helpers on a nice sunny morning at the farm.

GRINNEAS NAN EILEAN
Exhibition Opening, Sat 23 Nov, 5pm 25 Nov – 18 Jan 2020
The Islands Open exhibition returns! Multiple works in multiple genres by artists resident or
from the Outer Hebrides. This year Grinneas nan Eilean the Islands’ Open exhibition returns
to An Lanntair with a new added dimension. Grinneas na h-Òigridh will give under 18s the
opportunity to contribute with a special section of the show. GnE and GnO, if you will.

Sùil air An t-Samhain November at a glance...
Thursday 7th November

Exhibition: Nalini – Arpita Shah ..........................All day
Full Circle: Family Music ......................................... 1pm
Full Circle: Family Drop-In Mini Makes ................... 4pm
Friday 8th November
Exhibition: Nalini – Arpita Shah .......................All day
Theatre: Hope & Joy ............................................... 2pm
Saturday 9th November Exhibition: Nalini – Arpita Shah ..........................All day
Cinema: Judy.......................................................... 6pm
Cinema: Joker......................................................... 9pm
Cinema: The Wizard of Oz: 80th Anniversary ........ 2pm
Saturday Drama Club.......................................10.15am
Saturday Art Club ................................................... 1pm
Monday 11th November Exhibition: Nalini – Arpita Shah ..........................All day
Cinema: Joker......................................................... 7pm
Wednesday 13th November Exhibition: Nalini – Arpita Shah ..........................All day
Full Circle: Making & Creative Play ..................10am
Cinema: Judy....................................................7pm
Thursday 14th November Exhibition: Nalini – Arpita Shah ..........................All day
Full Circle: Family Music ......................................... 1pm
Full Circle: Family Drop-In Mini Makes ................... 4pm
Music: Island Showcase ......................................7.30pm
Friday 15th November
Exhibition: Nalini – Arpita Shah ..........................All day
Cinema: Hitsville: The Making of Motown.............. 6pm
Cinema: Quadrophenia: 40th anniversary ............ 9pm
Saturday 16th November Exhibition: Nalini – Arpita Shah ..........................All day
Cinema: Shaun the Sheep Movie:
Farmageddon ................................... 1pm & 4pm
Cinema: Zombieland 2: Double Tap....................... 8pm
Saturday Drama Club.......................................10.15am
Saturday Art Club ................................................... 1pm

Wednesday 20th November Full Circle: Making & Creative Play ...................... 10am
Talk: Roy Pedersen: Gaelic Guerrilla ...................... 8pm
Thursday 21st November Full Circle: Family Music ......................................... 1pm
Full Circle: Family Drop-In Mini Makes ................... 4pm
Music: Ivan Ilic ........................................................ 8pm
Friday 22nd November
Music: Blas Festival 2019 ....................................7.30pm
Saturday 23rd November Exhibition Opening: Grinneas nan Eilean .............. 5pm
Saturday Drama Club.......................................10.15am
Saturday Art Club ................................................... 1pm
Cinema: Maleficent 2: Mistress of Evil .................... 4pm
Cinema: The Day Shall Come ................................. 8pm
Sunday 24th November Exhibition: Grinneas nan Eilean ..........................All day
Sundays at An Lanntair .....................................1.30pm
Cinema: Maleficent 2: Mistress of Evil .................... 2pm
Wednesday 27th November Exhibition: Grinneas nan Eilean ..........................All day
Full Circle: Making & Creative Play ...................... 10am
Scotland Week: Cinema: The Groove is not Trivial.. 7pm
Thursday 28th November Exhibition: Grinneas nan Eilean ..........................All day
Full Circle: Family Music ......................................... 1pm
Full Circle: Family Drop-In Mini Makes ................... 4pm
Scotland Week: Cinema: Robert the Bruce ............. 7pm
Friday 29th November
Exhibition: Grinneas nan Eilean ..........................All day
Scotland Week: Music: Scottish Rock Night............. 8pm
Saturday 30th November Exhibition: Grinneas nan Eilean ..........................All day
Saturday Drama Club.......................................10.15am
Saturday Art Club ................................................... 1pm
Scotland Week: Music: Colin Macleod plus Support8pm

Some of our pupils had the opportunity to be part of the recent Royal Regiment of Scotland celebrations
on the Island. Our pupils joined other pupils from Island schools to perform at a concert in the Nicolson
Institute. This was a fantastic experience for our pupils.

Mr Norman Martin
our Janitor since 2011
recently left the school to
take up new opportunities
elsewhere. We were all
very sad to see Norman
leaving us. Normans father
Calum had also been a
Janitor in the school for
over 30 years. Norman is
pictured with some pupils
after completing his last
crossing patrol.
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News
Stornoway Shouts
O

ne shout to report from October as the volunteer crew
of Stornoway RNLI lifeboat launched on Friday, October
25th, to undertake a medical evacuation.
The Stornoway RNLI lifeboat launched at 2000 hours to assist the
Scottish Ambulance Service with a medical evacuation from a vessel
alongside in Stornoway Harbour.
The casualty was transferred to the Stornoway RNLI lifeboat and
landed at the lifeboat berth into the care of the Stornoway Coastguard
Rescue Team and Scottish Ambulance Service.

Stornoway RNLI’s
Jo in New York

Prize Bingo Night held on Friday, October 4th

The amazing sum of £1,203 was raised – thank you!
And a special thanks to Stornoway Sea Angling Club for hosting
the event and to Iain Don for being an excellent Bingo Master and
calling the numbers.

Stornoway RNLI Shop
Open for Christmas
The Stornoway RNLI Shop is open again on Thursday, November
14th, to aid you to get set for Christmas!
With everything RNLI related, from small stocking fillers to toys,
stationary, dogs treats, calendars, Christmas cards, socks, t-shirts and
much, much more, why not shop local this year and raise funds to
help Stornoway RNLI save lives at sea.
The Stornoway RNLI Shop on Cromwell Street, will be open from
11am to 3pm every Thursday and Saturday throughout November;
and then on Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays in December, until
Saturday December 22nd.
Pop in and find the perfect present!

Stornoway RNLI will be across the Atlantic and in the Big Apple as
crew member and Police Officer Johan Macleod was running the
New York Marathon on Sunday, November 3rd, in aid of the PC
Nicola Hughes Memorial Fund.
Joining Jo was colleague PC Fiona Mackenzie. They left Lewis on
October 31st to meet other Police Scotland colleagues and be part of
a 60 police officer strong UK-wide team going across to take part in
the iconic marathon.
PC Nicola Hughes was killed on duty in 2012, together with
colleague Fiona Bone, having been called to a routine burglary at a
house in Manchester. The unarmed officers had in fact been lured to a
false call, and were brutally murdered on the doorstep.
The Memorial Fund, established by Nicola’s father Bryn Hughes in
2014, provides funding for education and pre-employment for those
under the age of 21 who are left behind after suffering the loss of a
loved one through murder or manslaughter.
Stornoway RNLI crew Jo, who has been training hard for
her epic New York marathon challenge, said before she left:
“With just over a week to go I’d like to say thanks to everyone who
has helped me smash my fundraising target so far – it’s kept me going
and boosted my motivation to get out on the long boring training runs.
“I’m hoping the buzz of running in New York will carry me through and
get me across that finish line. I really appreciate the support from everyone!”
If you would like to support Johan and donate to the PC Nicola
Hughes Memorial Fund, visit her virgin money donation page.

Bingo Success!
A big THANK YOU to everyone who came along and supported
Stornoway RNLI at the Prize Bingo Night on Friday, October 4th.

Get set for
The Perfect Storm
As you may already know, the RNLI is facing a perfect storm – there’s
a shortfall in funds, but our lifesavers are busier than ever.
Whether at work or play, more and more people are visiting the
coast and too many people are still drowning. That’s why this year
the RNLI’s Christmas Appeal is asking supporters to help their local
lifesavers in braving The Perfect Storm, so we can be there for them
and their families for generations to come.

The Perfect Storm Christmas Appeal is one of the largest launched
by the RNLI for some time and will reach all existing supporters
for the first time ever, as well as go to more than 5.7million homes
across the UK and Ireland with television and radio adverts.
Jayne George, RNLI Director of Fundraising, Marketing and
Media, said: “Without the generosity of our supporters we can’t
continue to operate our vital lifesaving service – we simply can’t
save lives without them and we’re hugely grateful for their generosity.
“But the fact remains that we need to reach out to a wider
supporter base and bring in more funds. The RNLI have been savings
lives at sea for nearly 200 years, and we aim to be here in another
200 years’ time – but we can only do that with our supporters’ help.”
She continued: “This is an exciting step forward for the RNLI in the
way that we ask for support and we drive our fundraising forward. It’s
more than just a fundraising campaign, it’s investment in the RNLI’s
long-term sustainability.
“Thank you for your ongoing support and contributions to saving
more lives. We cannot save more lives without you, but we can
weather the storm together.”

Dates for your Diaries
The Stornoway RNLI Fundraisers will be hosting a stall in Stornoway
Town Hall during the celebrations of the town Christmas Lights
Switch-On on Tuesday, November 26th.
And on Saturday, December 7th, the fundraising ladies invite all to
a Festive Afternoon Tea, with author Fiona MacDonald joining to talk
about her latest book, St Kilda Fever.

How to Help
You can keep up to date with the RNLI charity at www.rnli.org
– and why not ‘Like’ the Stornoway RNLI Facebook page to keep
up with the local lifeboat crew at www.facebook.com, search
‘Stornoway RNLI’.
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Crofting

Scottish Crofting Federation

Sleight of hand on the convergence deal

By Patrick Krause

S

CF had to spell out crofters’ outrage at
the Scottish Government allocation of the
convergence uplift which was announced last
week.
What made it particularly infuriating was that
a previous announcement made by Fergus Ewing
earlier in the week had indicated that Scottish
Government were moving far away from the
much-criticised proposals the farmers’ union had
published and would be ensuring “the money goes
to where it was originally intended”.

announced allocation of the convergence funding
is a small improvement over the NFUS proposal,
it is still a disgraceful misuse of the money that
was intended to help those on very low payments.
This is not ‘true to the principles of convergence’
that Fergus Ewing sanctimoniously claimed he was
upholding - to the Scottish Parliament. Quite the
opposite in fact. We have all been misled.”

In fairness, the line Scottish Government has
taken is not what NFUS wanted, but it is not in
“the spirit and original premise of convergence”
promised by Mr Ewing.

The original intention of ‘External Convergence’
was to ensure a more equal distribution of direct
agricultural support between Member States.
Member States that had direct payments per
hectare below 90% of the Union average were to
close the gap between their level and this average,
with all Member States arriving by financial year
2020 at a minimum level representing roughly
75% of the Union average.

As SCF chair Yvonne White said, “Whilst the

Scottish Government has clearly disregarded

this intention in allocating a large proportion of
the money to Region 1, land that already receives
91% of the European average. This is a shameful
injustice – to use the very words Mr Ewing
used to describe the UK Government’s original
misappropriation of this money. The rationalisation
given by Scottish Government is cringingly weak
and demonstrates warped political will. It looks
remarkably like a ruse to give more to those that
already have. It does not, as Mr Ewing claimed,
help ‘those who need help most – those who farm
on our marginal land’. These producers on Region
3 land still receive a pitiful amount.
The written information has been careful to not
mention LFASS – the Less favoured Areas Support
Scheme - but Mr Ewing made it clear in his address
to parliament that he sees this money as a way of
making up the LFASS shortfall which was caused
by the Scottish Government not introducing a new

system based on Areas of Natural Constraint when
they had the opportunity. Is this even legal? It would
be blatantly using money that has a clear purpose to
fill a self-inflicted funding gap in a scheme that the
European Commission is phasing out.
SCF reiterates the assertion that the convergence
money exists to compensate producers who have
received very low per-hectare payments. The
LFASS gap will need to be filled, as Mr Ewing has
pledged, but from elsewhere. Scottish Government
has perverted the intention of convergence and is
taking money that rightfully should be only used
for those with payments below the threshold and
instead is giving it to those above it, and using
some of it to get out of a separate hole.
There can be no moral justification for this
no matter, how cleverly the sleight of hand is
performed.

Join the SCF
Membership of the Scottish Crofting
Federation is an investment in
the future of crofting.
Your support will strengthen the voice
of crofters & crofting communities

¾
¾
¾

Registered in Scotland as a Limited Company No: SC218658
Recognised as Scottish Charity No: SC031919







www.crofting.org
ww
01599 530 005
hq@crofting.org
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Crofting
Services

TUPPING – THE DATING
SEASON IS UPON US AGAIN!
T

he annual cycle begins again with the dark nights drawing in we are now looking
to get the tups (rams) ready for servicing ewes. A quick MOT will do no harm and
they might enjoy the pampering.
It takes eight weeks for sperm to mature, therefore sort through the rams now. Sort
out head, wounds, feet etc. Many faults (e.g. missing soft testicles) can be picked up by
inspection, this is best done close to breeding season. Scrotal circumference at mating is a
good indicator of male fertility; the widest point on mature rams should be 34 – 36 cm for
small breeds and 36 – 38 cm for large breeds.
This is the hardest period for rams. Many rams are pushed hard by commercial breeders
looking to make a good return, but these rams need to acclimatise to our weather and
climate. Don’t expect them to come off the lorry and just get on with it. Keep them in
quarantine for at least a week. Ensure they have access to a good food ration and quality
grass. Keeping them close to where you can view them daily will allow you to pick up any
issues quickly.
If issues become apparent ask the vet for assistance. Avoid giving treatments, such as
penicillin, that can render them sterile for a minimum of eight weeks. The ewes’ cycle is
repeated every 17 days and if ewes are not picked up in the first cycle ensure that you take
a note of ewes that went in the early period of tup release to see if any repeats are occurring.
This would be a warning sign that the ram has fertility issues. If this occurs and you have
access to another tup, there is no harm to put in a replacement to ensure ewes are covered.
Alternatively work with a neighbour to ensure ewes are covered.
At the same time be aware that younger ewes are a little shy at playing the game and
they may require at least a cycle before they come into season and accept the tup. Also tup
lambs are also a bit more inexperienced and may need time to get into a rhythm. If the tup
lamb is less than 50kg in weight it is highly unlikely he will have the maturity to service the
ewes or the stamina to last the season servicing ewes as his body weight reduces.

NOTES FOR YOUR DIARY
2019 Scottish Upland Sheep Support Scheme (SUSSS)

T

his year’s Scottish Upland Sheep Support Scheme (SUSSS), which provides additional support on top of the Basic
Payment Scheme to sheep producers who farm in Scotland's rough grazing areas, will close on the 30th of November
2019.

WITH PROTECTED ZINC AND SELENIUM YEAST PLUS ADDED COBALT

Online applications for SUSSS 2019 can be made on Rural Payments and allow you to easily withdraw any animals from the
scheme that you no longer wish to claim, or that die during the retention period.
Paper-based application forms are available through your local SGRPID Area Office or at your local SAC office. These must
be completed and returned to the Area Office within the Scheme application period in order to apply. For help with any of the
application methods your local SAC Consultants are ready to help.

Vital minerals, trace elements and
vitamins plus added plant essential
oils to support ewe and
a lamb
performance
p formance at grass.
per
grr

SUSSS, now in its fith year, is targeted at sheep production on the poorest quality land to help farmers maintain the social and
environmental benefits that sheep flocks bring to those areas.
In order to be eligible for SUSSS, a sheep producer must have homebred ewe hoggs, no more than 200 hectares of Payment
Region 1 land, and 80 per cent of their holding must consist of land in Payment Region 3. If you are unsure about your eligibility,
please get in touch with your local SAC Office.
Payment is based on the number of eligible ewe hoggs; or a number equal to, or restricted to, one ewe hogg per four hectares
of eligible land, whichever is the fewer.
www.rumenco.co.uk
k

RESEARCH
PROVEN

EXTRA HIGH ENERGY
MAINTAIN CONDITION
DURING PREGNANCY.







Maintain ewe body condition
Consistent lamb development throughout pregnancy
Enhances ewe milk production
Weatherproof
Research proven in the UK and around the world
Typical daily costs 3-5p per ewe

+44 016973 32592 info@crystalyx-global.com Find your nearest stockist at crystalyx- global.com

Crystalyx UK
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Raising Awareness
of Domestic Abuse

Get ‘flu
vaccination
T

rust the Facts. That’s the message from NHS Western Isles
health professionals this year, as they urge parents across the
Western Isles to get their children vaccinated against influenza.
All children aged 2-5 are eligible for the free influenza vaccination,
as well as children over six months of age with a medical condition
which puts them in an ‘at risk’ group such as diabetes, heart or kidney
disease, and breathing problems.
Every year thousands of children are hospitalised with flu. Even
healthy children can become seriously ill from it. Protecting children
can also stop it spreading to family, friends and others. More than
1.6 million doses of the nasal vaccine have been given to 2-11 year
olds as part of the Scottish childhood immunisation programme. But
more parents and carers need to take up the offer for their child to be
vaccinated to protect public health.
The vaccine takes 10 days to work, so the earlier your child can
get the vaccine, the better. The vaccine needs to be given annually to
offer protection against the most common types of flu virus that are
around each winter.
The vaccine is given to children as a nasal spray. A tiny amount of
the flu vaccine is given into each nostril. It’s not an injection.
Flu is not just a common cold and in some cases flu can lead to
complications. These can include:
bronchitis
pneumonia
painful middle-ear infection
vomiting
diarrhoea
Flu can be even more serious for children with health conditions
(for example asthma, heart, kidney, liver, neurological disease,
diabetes, immunosuppression or a spleen that doesn’t work fully),
and can make their condition worse. In the worst cases, flu can lead
to disability and even death.
Nuala Healy, Organisational Lead for Screening and Immunisation
at NHS Health Scotland, said: “We know that misinformation about
vaccines online, particularly on social media, can influence the
decisions parents make about vaccines. That’s why we’re urging
parents in this campaign to trust the factual information about
vaccines provided by the NHS at flufacts.scot or from your health
professional. Flu is unpredictable but highly infectious, and the flu
vaccine is the best defence we have against it.”
One Western Isles mum, whose two pre-school children have
already been vaccinated this year, commented: “Children bring home
all sorts of bugs from nursery or just playing with friends. The flu
vaccination takes seconds, it’s a nasal spray, that doesn’t even cause
discomfort. Now I know my children are protected from influenza,
an infection that could really harm them. It’s a ‘no brainer’ for me in
terms of protecting my children.”
The following groups are eligible for the free flu vaccine:
Children aged 2-11 years old. 2-5 year olds and not yet in school
will be vaccinated at their GP practice. 5-11 year olds will be
vaccinated at school during the autumn term. Children must be aged
2 on 1st September 2019.
Those over 6 months of age with a medical condition which puts
them in an 'at risk' group such as diabetes, heart or kidney disease,
and breathing problems. For a full list of health conditions, see NHS
Inform.

The Outer Hebrides Violence Against Women Partnership, represented
by NHS, Local Authority, Police Scotland, Fire Scotland and Third
Sector, are seeking to raise awareness about Domestic Abuse and
Coercive Control across the Western Isles as part of the National 16
Days of Action Campaign.
The campaign is an opportunity for individuals, groups and
communities around the world to call for the elimination of all forms
of gender-based violence. The campaign runs every year from 25th
November, UN International Day of Elimination of Violence Against
Women, to 10th December, Human Rights Day, to highlight the link
between violence against woman and human rights.
Domestic abuse is a pattern of controlling, coercive, threatening,
degrading and/or violent behaviour, including sexual violence, by a
partner or ex-partner. Domestic abuse is overwhelmingly experienced
by women and perpetrated by men. However domestic abuse can also
happen to men. It doesn’t matter how old someone is, what race or
ethnicity they are, what class they are, whether or not they are disabled,
or whether they have children – anyone can be a victim of abuse.
Often when people think of domestic abuse they think of physical
violence, but for many women who live with domestic abuse there
will be no scars, bruises or broken bones. However, for some it can
take over their lives.
Domestic abuse isn’t a one off. The abusive partner will try different
things to gain control. It usually gets worse over time, and for many
women it can continue even after the relationship has ended.
Domestic abuse can include, but is not limited to, the following:
Coercive control (a pattern of intimidation, degradation, isolation
and control with the use or threat of physical or sexual violence)
Psychological and/or emotional abuse
Physical or sexual abuse
Financial or economic abuse
Harassment and stalking
Online or digital abuse
More than anything, domestic abuse is about control. Coercive and
controlling behaviour is a pattern of conduct which undermines the
victim’s independence and might include monitoring and restricting
mobile phone usage, controlling bank account access, dictating
outfit choices, meal-times or friendships.
Domestic abuse has hugely damaging effects on victims, their
families and communities and can leave victims feeling isolated,
frightened and humiliated.
The new Domestic Abuse Law came into force on 1st April
2019. With 1 in 4 women currently experiencing domestic abuse
in Scotland, this new law will make Scotland’s response to domestic
abuse fit for purpose for women and children. It allows the police
and courts to charge someone for a single offence of domestic abuse,
covering both physical abuse and psychological abuse/controlling
and coercive behaviour.
The Domestic Abuse Act is the only UK legislation to reflect the
harm that can be caused to children growing up in an environment
where domestic abuse takes place.
If domestic abuse is happening to you, it's important to tell
someone and remember you're not alone. If you’re not ready to
report it, you can still seek support.
Regardless of where you live in the Western Isles you can:
Call Western Isles Women’s Aid for support and advice on 01851
704750 Mon- Friday 10am to 5pm. Email: office@wiwasty.org
Women can also call 0808 2000 247, the free 24-hour National
Domestic Violence Helpline run in partnership between Women's
Aid and Refuge.
Men can call the Men's Advice Line free on 0808 801 0327
(Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm.)

Unpaid carers.
NHS Scotland workers.

Huge congratulations to Frances MacNeil, having achieved 40 years
as a qualified Nurse and qualifying for the Queen’s Nursing Institute
for Scotland’s (QNIS) Long Service Award.
This award is granted to Nurses who have achieved 21+ years as
Community Nurses.
Frances received her award on her birthday!
Frances is pictured (centre) with Annemarie MacNeil (left), the
newest Staff Nurse on the team, who started in St Brendan’s in July,
and Christine Macintyre, FHN, (right), who presented Frances with
her QNIS Award.

Protecting boys and
girls in the Western
Isles against cancers
caused by HPV
All S1 school pupils in the Western Isles can now get vaccinated
against the human papillomavirus (HPV) which can cause cancer.
The HPV vaccine has been offered to S1 girls in Scotland since
2008. From academic year 2019/20, the HPV vaccine will be
routinely offered to S1 boys as well. Evidence is clear that the HPV
vaccine is safe, helps protect boys and girls from HPV-related cancers
and save lives.
Scottish Government Public Health Minister Joe FitzPatrick said: “I am
proud that Scotland will now offer the HPV vaccination to boys in S1.
“Evidence has shown that high uptake of the HPV vaccine among
girls has reduced levels of cancer-causing HPV in young women in
Scotland by 90%.
“Extending the vaccination to S1 boys will help to further reduce
diagnoses of HPV related cancers and save lives in years to come. I
would encourage all those who are eligible to take up the offer of
vaccination.”

In an emergency, call 999.

HPV is a common sexually transmitted virus which can be caught
through any kind of sexual contact with another person who already
has it. Around four in five people in Scotland likely to catch HPV
before they are 25.

DOMESTIC ABUSE

People often have the virus without knowing it as there are usually
no symptoms and can unknowingly pass HPV on to others. Most
people who have HPV clear the virus from their body, but others
may develop a range of cancers in later life. These include head and
neck cancers (which are most common in men), anogenital cancers,
genital warts, and cervical cancer.

You can also speak to a GP, Health Visitor or Midwife.
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Pregnant women (including those with at risk health conditions).
Those aged 65 years of age and over.

QNIS Award for
Frances

CONTROL ISN’T LOVE

Dr Kirsty Roy, Strategic Lead of Vaccine Preventable Diseases and
STIs at Health Protection Scotland, said: “Vaccinating your son or
daughter against HPV in S1 at school offers the best possible defence
against a number of cancers.
“I urge all parents and carers of S1 pupils in the Western Isles
to sign and return the HPV consent form, which you will receive
from your child’s school along with a letter and information leaflet.
It is important not to delay vaccination, as the vaccine may be less
effective as adolescents get older.
“The HPV vaccination provides safe, effective and long-lasting
protection, and it’s important both boys and girls get the vaccine.
There’s no room for complacency – if the spread of HPV can be
reduced even further, everyone’s risk of HPV-related cancers in later
life will fall.”
For more information about HPV and the HPV vaccine please visit
www.hpv-vaccine.scot
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Private concert for hospital staff and rescue services
O

At 6:30pm the doors opened for a drinks’ reception with a
selection of mouth-watering canapes provided by The Good Food
Boutique. After guests had had a chance to mingle, everyone was
seated in time for Franz to deliver a short presentation. He explained
who he was and put the evening into context, before asking Anna
Ternheim onto the stage. Dressed all in black, the singer performed
a number of her songs, mainly from her recently released album
‘A Space for Lost Time’. She switched from guitar to piano, lively
melodies to thoughtful songs, all the while keeping the audience
entertained with stories of her life and what had inspired her to write
the songs. By the time the concert drew to a close, the audience
was enthusiastically cheering and, following a standing ovation, Ms
Ternheim returned to play a further two songs.

n Friday 27th September, Stornoway Town Hall hosted
Swedish singer-songwriter Anna Ternheim. This was
an unusual concert though, as entry was by invite only and
completely free of charge, and the audience – consisting
primarily of staff from the Western Isles’ Hospital as well as
some of the other rescue services – were treated to a drinks’
reception with canapes on arrival. The evening was organised
and paid for by Franz Heim, a German citizen, who was
determined to give health workers a ‘thank you’ they wouldn’t
forget any time soon.
So how did it all come about?
It all began in October 2018 when Franz was holidaying in
Scotland with his daughter Lisa. While walking to Sandwood Bay on
the mainland, he slipped and fell on wet grass, tearing the tendon
in his right knee in the process. Many miles from the nearest house
and with no mobile phone signal, there was little choice but for Lisa
to make the two-hour-long walk back to their starting point while
her father waited for help to arrive. With daylight dwindling, Franz
was relieved when he eventually spotted the lights of the summoned
rescue helicopter that airlifted him to Stornoway.
While in Stornoway, surgery was performed on the patient’s
knee. Just how complex the operation was, Franz found out when
speaking to a consultant on his return to Germany. The consultant
said: “Franz, imagine a tree and all the leaves have fallen off. Your
task is to attach each leave precisely where it once was. That is the
task faced by the surgeon if your knee is to regain full functionality.”
Amazingly, that is exactly what Mr Zaki, Consultant Orthopaedic
Surgeon at Western Isles Hospital, achieved. He commented: "My
aim is always to achieve the best possible outcome for each and
every patient, and I was absolutely delighted to learn of how well
Franz had recovered since his procedure.” Franz has indeed made
a full recovery and celebrated this by climbing Ben Nevis earlier
this year.
His thoughts, however, kept returning to the staff at Western Isles
Hospital and the fantastic service they had provided. He goes on
to explain: “People always say that nothing is more important than
your health. I had come within an inch of permanently damaging
my wellbeing and wanted to make sure that people were aware of
just how much I appreciated what had been done for me. A simple

‘thank you’ just wasn’t good enough.”
While recuperating in bed, Franz, who describes himself as a
music lover and says he attends an average of 50 concerts a year,
found himself reminiscing about the various concerts he had
attended that year. He had, among others, seen the Rolling Stones
play in a stadium in Stuttgart, but the concert that had really stood
out for him had been Anna Ternheim singing in the Martini Church
in Münster. He enthused about the purity of her voice, her musical
ability and the way the lyrics struck a note with him. He therefore
made the decision that he would try to bring Ms Ternheim to
Stornoway to perform for those involved in his rescue. A task easier
said than done!
Following months of persistent trying, Franz finally managed to
strike up a correspondence with the singer’s management team
and agree on possible dates. While researching potential venues,
he came across Stornoway Town Hall and was quite simply blown
away that a town the size of Stornoway would have such a grand
building. When Keith Morrison from Wee Studio agreed to provide
the necessary tech support, the pieces started to fall into place. After
several more weeks of planning, everything was ready for the big
day.

This was certainly an event unlike any Stornoway has previously
seen and there can be no doubt that Franz achieved his aim of
thanking his rescuers with an evening that will be talked about for
months and years to come. Speaking after the concert, NHS Western
Isles Chief Executive, Gordon Jamieson, said: “Our staff provide the
highest possible quality of care and treatment to patients on a daily
basis. It always means a lot when patients provide positive feedback
on the care they’ve received, and to hear of cases where a full
recovery has been achieved is hugely rewarding for clinicians. We
are sincerely grateful to Franz for organising an excellent concert as
an extra special and generous ‘thank you’ to Mr Zaki and for making
it such an inclusive event for our staff.” Mr Zaki added: "A satisfied
patient, and full recovery, is all I hope for every patient, and positive
feedback is so very much appreciated. For Franz to have organised
such a wonderful event is the icing on the cake and was such a kind
and thoughtful gesture that was appreciated by so many, including a
large number of hospital colleagues. I'd like to thank him sincerely
for organising such a wonderful event and wish him good health for
the future."
Having only seen Stornoway Airport and the hospital during his
initial visit to the island, Franz has since had the chance to explore
Lewis more widely and has fallen in love with the island and its
people so much, that he considers Stornoway his ‘home’. He is
already making plans for his next visit and we shall wait with bated
breath to see what his next big idea might be!
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Primary 7 pupils at their fundraising event in February this year (Sgoil an Rubha Parent Council).
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Happy, confident and keen to learn – the Euro-quiz team on their way to Edinburgh for this year’s finals in May

Good report for Sgoil an Rubha

By Annie Delin

P

oint’s primary school and nursery provision
have come home with a glowing report,
after the first visit by Education Scotland to
the district school.
A team of inspectors from Education Scotland
visited Sgoil an Rubha and Sgoil Àraich an Rubha
in June 2019 and presented their report to parents
and the education authority, Comhairle nan Eilean
Siar, on October 8th.
The report said that they found children who
were happy, confident and very keen to learn,
proud of their school and of their successes in
events that celebrate their island, language and
culture.
The inspectors also noted good teamwork
among staff, who have created a school and sgoil
àraich with a warm, welcoming and caring ethos
as a basis for overall positive teaching. The school,
sgoil àraich, parents and the community benefit
from mutually positive partnerships for the good
of the children, they said.
Overall, according to HM Inspector Joan C

Esson, Sgoil an Rubha scores ‘good’ in learning,
teaching and assessment and ‘good’ in raising
attainment and achievement. The sgoil àraich is
satisfactory in learning, teaching and assessment
and in securing children’s progress.
The inspectors were extremely positive about
the atmosphere within the school, noting that
children were motivated and on task and that there
was a purposeful and calm learning environment
across the school.
Teachers know children very well and
children are confident in asking questions and in
understanding what their own attainment looks
like, valuing the verbal and written praise and
feedback they get from teachers.
Although there were some recommendations
for improvements – notably in clarifying roles,
curriculum development and in assessment
and moderation – inspectors also made note of
some areas where the school demonstrated good
practice that could be shared with other schools.
One area that impressed them was in the
school’s introduction of financial planning skills.
The inspectors reported: “The recent work on

financial education enables children to apply their
learning in mathematics and numeracy in reallife contexts. This has been well supported by the
local community partners. Children were required
to plan a European visit, within a realistic budget
and manage transport timetables to maximise the
impact of the trip. The local Credit Union made
a significant contribution to this work through
teaching the children about online financial
scams.
“Staff realise the importance of this type of
experience for children growing up in a remote
location. Children researched interesting careers
connected to financial education and made
judgements about potential salaries. For many of
the children, this raised the possibility of remaining
on the island in a future rewarding career.”
In the sgoil àraich, 30 children aged from
two years upwards attend for full day, morning
or afternoon sessions. The inspectors noted a
welcoming, supportive and nurturing environment
where children settle quickly into their play,
feeling safe, secure and ready to learn.
The use of Gaelic in the sgoil àraich was praised,
especially when group games in Gaelic attract

children from the EME group and the speaking of
Gaelic is maintained. Inspectors felt that family
learning events to inform parents of the benefits
of GME were leading to an increased number of
children enrolling in Primary 1 (P1) GME and that
this good practice was worth sharing more widely.
A spokesperson for the Comhairle’s education
department said: "Comhairle nan Eilean Siar is
pleased to recognise a positive report about Sgoil
an Rubha from Education Scotland inspectors.
“It recognises the school’s many strengths and
the impact of their work on outcomes for young
people. As well as celebrating the good work of
the school, we will continue to support them to
address identified areas for further development."
Sgoil an Rubha opened in 2011 and is the
school that serves the whole district of Point, after
the closure of schools in Aird, Bayble and Knock
due to falling school rolls and ageing premises.
The school offers Gaelic Medium Education
(GME), as well as learning through the medium of
English, (EME). At the primary stages, at the time
of the inspection there were 35 children in GME,
with 103 in EME.

Piping Society revives programme of recitals
T

he Lewis and Harris Piping Society is
reviving its programme of recitals over the
winter, beginning with a performance from
Callum Beaumont in Stornoway on Saturday,
November 9th.
Acclaimed piper Callum, who lives in Dollar,
Clackmannanshire, and tutors piping students at
the prestigious Dollar Academy, has won some
of the most famous competitions in the world
of piping including the Clasp at the Northern
Meetings, two Gold Medals, the Silver Chanter
and an overall win at the Lewis and Harris Piping
Society’s Pipe Major Donald Macleod Memorial
Competition. He has also won four World Pipe
Band Championships and the Dollar Academy
Novice Juvenile pipe band, which he teaches, has
also excelled.
As a tutor, Callum has been invited to teach
around the world and the Piping Society is
delighted that he has agreed to give workshops
during the day of his recital in Stornoway, which
takes place in the Caladh Hotel at 7.30pm. The
Piping Society hopes the whole programme will
be a source of instruction and inspiration to many
island pipers.
Tickets for the recital are £10, with concessions
available, and can be bought at the door.
Dr John Smith, Chairman of The Lewis and
Harris Piping Society, said: “For many years, the
Piping Society held anything up to six recitals a
year, inviting the best pipers in Scotland. The
recitals were initially held in the Royal Hotel

and latterly the Royal
British Legion Club but
for the past few years it’s
proven a bit beyond their
means to bring good
pipers to Stornoway to
demonstrate to the youth
the standard they should
be aspiring to.
“But thanks to a very
generous donation from
a private individual, the
Society plans to organise
perhaps up to four
recitals over the next few
months.”
Dr Smith said they
were delighted to launch
the revival of the recitals
with a performance from
Callum Beaumont – “one
of the most successful
young pipers of the past
decade”.
He said: “Callum has won all the major
competitions including the Donald Macleod
Memorial Competition and this year won the
Clasp competition at the Northern Meetings for
the fourth time – a remarkable achievement for
someone as young as he is.
“Ordinarily, he would automatically be invited
to the next Donald Macleod competition but

unfortunately for us – but
fortunately for him – he is
getting married on Friday,
the 3rd of April 2020, in
Melbourne, Australia!
“When I spoke to him at
the Northern Meetings to
invite him to the Donald
Macleod competition after
his win, there was a look
of horror on his face when
he realised that was the
day that he was getting
married. I told him that
in my opinion that was
completely out of order…
but, seriously, we wish
Callum and his fiancée all
the best for their wedding
and are delighted that
he will be giving the first
recital in our revived
programme of recitals.
“The Society has also
decided that, since we are bringing top class
pipers to Stornoway, we should take maximum
advantage of their skills and Callum will be
holding a workshop for the junior players on
the Saturday morning at 10am and then doing a
session with the Lewis Pipe Band in the afternoon
at 2.30pm.
“We hope for a good turnout to hear this world-

class piper demonstrate his skills and expertise. I
am delighted that he is coming, and he assures
me that he is looking forward to the trip himself.”
Callum said it was “fantastic” that the society
was reviving its programme of recitals and added:
“I think it’s needed in many ways and not just in
Stornoway. It’s a great tradition that we have.
“It’s important that people still go out there and
show off their pieces of music instead of everyone
just living in their own online world and watching
performances on YouTube.”
Callum added: “It’s great fun. I really, really
enjoy doing them, especially in an area like Lewis
and Harris where piping is such a great tradition.
It’s great to be able to feed off an audience that
appreciates it.
“I teach at Dollar Academy full-time, so I
think it’s very important that we give back to our
younger generation and that many of us help the
new generation in progressing with their piping
because they are the ones who are going to lead
it forward.”
The Lewis and Harris Piping Society ran a
programme of recitals from the time it was formed
in the 1970s until about a decade ago.
Dr Smith said: “All the eponymous names in the
piping world played. The first recital was given by
Pipe Major Norman Gillies from Ullapool and his
son Alasdair who was then a youngster and who
went on to become one of the most famous pipers
in the world, sadly no longer with us.”
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PLANNING APPLICATIONS
DURING OCTOBER 2019
The following planning applications are pending consideration by Comhairle nan Eilean Siar.
All information and accompanying documents are publicly available on the CnES website.
containing 3 equipment cabinets at the Telecommunications Mast
and Compound, Lemreway, Lochs.

ISLE OF LEWIS

New polycrub, Lochs
New house, Coll.
Malcolm Boyd of 16 Nethermains Road, Milgavie, has applied
for planning permission to erect a house at 100A Outend, Coll.
New house, Point.
Gillian Smith of 16 Swordale, Point, has applied for planning
permission to erect a house with air source heat pump and
detached garage at 57 Swordale, Point. The one-storey house is to
consist of four bedrooms, open plan living/kitchen/dining area, two
bathrooms and a utility room. Work is to include creating parking
suitable for two cars.
Patio door with balcony, Point.
Douglas Jenkins of 45 Flesherin has applied for planning
permission to add an upper floor patio door with Juliet balcony to
the house at 45 Flesherin, Point.

Murdo Macarthur of 10 Cromore has applied for planning
permission to erect a polycrub at 10 Cromore, Lochs. The polycrub
is to be 5.3 metres long, 4 metres wide and 2.6 metres tall, and it is
to be covered in clear polycarbonate.
Change of use of building, Stornoway
Iain Murray of Underground, 10 Francis Street, has applied for
planning permission to change the use of the office space at 10A
Francis Street into retail space. The work is also to include external
painting work.
New agricultural building, Uig
Sean Kettle of 2 Timsgarry has applied for planning permission
to erect an agricultural building at 3A Ardroil, Uig. The proposed
building is to be 13.15 metres long. 6.36 metres wide and 4.88
metres tall. It is to be clad in dark-stained timber.
New house, Tong

Alterations to house, Bernera.
Gerald Shearman-Earp of 24C Valasay, Bernera, has applied for
planning permission to alter, extend and add an air source heat
pump to the house at 24C Valasay, Bernera. The work is to include
converting the attic.
New house, Uig.
Tim Vaughan of 1 Monkhams Farm Barns, Waltham Abbey,
Essex, has applied for planning permission to build a house and
create an access at Site 2, 6 Reef, Uig.
New agricultural building, Point.
John Macleod of 14A Melbost, Point, has applied for planning
permission to erect an agricultural building at 14A Melbost, Point.
New lattice tower, Lochs.
EE Limited has applied for planning permission to erect a 15 metre
high lattice tower with associated 118.9 square metre compound

Raymond Mackenzie of 1 Ford View, Tong, has applied for
planning permission to build a three-bedroom house at 4B Tong.
The plan includes creating a new access to the road.
New agricultural building, Newmarket
Kenneth Macphail of 25 Gleann Dubh, Newmarket, has applied
for planning permission to erect an agricultural building at 22B
Benside, Newmarket. The building is to be 10 metres long, 9 metres
wide and 3.19 metres tall. The walls are to be made of box profile
sheeting in goosewing grey.
New lattice tower and access, Lochs

Extension to warehouse, Stornoway.
Carpet World Warehouse of 48 Inaclete Road has applied
for planning permission to build a steel frame extension onto a
warehouse at Workshop, Rigs Road, Stornoway.
New agricultural building, Point.
Martin Macleod of 48a Upper Bayble, Point, has applied for
planning permission to erect an agricultural building and create a
new access at 25 Upper Bayble, Point. The building is proposed to
be twelve metres long, eight metres wide and four metres tall. It is
to be grey in colour and used as an agricultural storage building.
New car park and path, Ballantrushal
Airidhanthuim Community Council has applied for planning
permission to create a six bay car park and a twelve metre long
footpath at Clach an Truiseil, Ballantrushal.

ISLE OF HARRIS
New house, Ardhasaig
Mr T and Mrs K McCluskie of 1 Akbyn Drive, Corpach, Fort
William, have applied for planning permission to erect a house
at 10A Ardhasaig. The house is to consist of three bedrooms, a
kitchen, a dining room, a lounge, a study, a utility room and two
bathrooms. Work is to include creating a new access and installing
an air source heat pump.
New pole for overhead line, Luskentyre.

EE Ltd has applied for planning permission to erect a 20-metre
lattice tower and associated 15.5 metre by 10 metre compound for
equipment cabinets at Telecommunications Tower, Ranish, Lochs.
Work will include creating a foul weather enclosure, one generator
and creating an 80 metre access track.

Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks has applied for
planning permission to install one additional single wood pole on
the existing 11,000 volt overhead between poles number 31 and
32 at the overhead line in Luskentyre.

Iolaire Working Group wins Excellence Award
A

t the COSLA Excellence Awards Ceremony
held on Thursday 10th October, at the
Fairmont Hotel, St Andrews, Comhairle nan Eilean
Siar’s Iolaire Working Group secured The COSLA
President Award.

men lost their lives just metres from shore. This project
unified the whole community in an unprecedented way.

As part of the project, a new access path to the Iolaire
memorial at Holm was constructed, a wide range
of events took place, including a commemorative
evening on 31st December 2018, a vigil at 2am
coinciding with the timing of the sinking of the Iolaire
and a service on New Year’s Day 2019 attended by
Prince Charles and First Minister Nicola Sturgeon.

“In a parallel development, Dìleab is an ambitious
inter-generational and bilingual education project
which encompasses all schools in the Western Isles,
which in 2018/19 covered topics such as Emigration;
Protest and Politics, The War Experience and The Iolaire
Tragedy. As the island most impacted by the tragedy,
pupils in Lewis examined the loss of HMY Iolaire.
The outcome is that future generations will have an
awareness of the tragedy and a level of understanding
of why the silence continued for such a long time.

Speaking at the Awards ceremony, Comhairle
Convener, Norman A Macdonald, said; “The award
recognises the collaborative work which was achieved
with the community and partner agencies in marking
the centenary of the loss of HMY Iolaire, in which 201

“Ultimately, it is our view that the most significant
impact of the project was the liberation from the selfimposed censorship of families and communities
throughout the islands as a result of the disaster on 1st
January 1919.”

(from left) Peigi Ann Scot (CnES); Colin George Morrison (CnES); Roddie Mackay (Council Leader);
Doileag Macleod (CnES); Alison Evison (COSLA President and Chair of the 2019 Judging Panel);
Norman A Macdonald (Council Convener); Malcolm Macdonald (Stornoway Historical Society);
Hannah Macleod (The Nicolson Institute).
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KEEP WARM
THIS WINTER
WITH TIG
Get in touch today to see what TIG's Insulation
department can do for you and your home

Internal Wall Insulation
Room in Roof Insulation
Loft Insulation
Underfloor Insulation
Chimney Balloons
Draught Proofing
**Council tax bands A, B & C and those in receipt of benefits or suffering from a long term
health condition will be given priority.

Contact: 01851 706121 option 1 for more
information
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Carrying Santa in Karen’s memory
By Annie Delin

T
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Now the friendly pair are to be part of a charity effort raffle in aid
of Glasgow Sick Children's Hospital, being run by Traigh Mhor as a
tribute to Karen.
Traigh Mhor Trekking business owner Leigh Minion told Events:
“Karen was younger than me when she diagnosed with breast cancer
and, like all things Karen used to do, she fought the illness head on.
“During her illness she tirelessly raised money for Glasgow’s
Sick Children’s Hospital, raising tens of thousands of pounds for the
facility. Everyone agrees with me that she was quite an incredible,
inspirational woman, and supermum to her four sons Connor, Scott,
Kyle and Murray.
“Hannah and Jimbo were Karen's horses and her sons have gifted
them to Traigh Mhor Pony Trekking so that they could stay together.
Since they have arrived, they have been amazing, and every day I
see them, I am reminded of all the great and good things that Karen
achieved in her life.”
Leigh’s response has been to plan a grand raffle in aid of Glasgow
Sick Children’s Hospital as a way of continuing Karen’s legacy. Prizes
include a two-hour beach ride for up to four people and numerous
donations from island businesses, including Connemara whiskey,
champagne and chocolates, perfume gift sets and exercise classes.
Hannah and Jimbo will play their part on the night of the prize draw
itself - Christmas lights switch-on night at croft 41 in North Tolsta on

Songs of Praise - November
Let the road be rough and dreary
And its end far out of sight
Foot it bravely strong or weary
Trust in God and do the right
Perish policy and cunning
Perish all that fears the light
Whether losing whether winning
Trust in God and do the right

wo horses gifted to Traigh Mhor Pony Trekking are helping to
keep the memory of their former owner alive.

Hannah and Jimbo were given to the riding business by the family
of tireless fundraiser Karen MacDonald, who passed away after
experiencing breast cancer in August this year.

Renewable energy

Courage brother do not stumble
Though thy path be dark as night
There’s a star to guide the humble
Trust in God and do the right

07/11/19 - 04/12/19

December 14th at 6pm. Santa will be riding Karen’s favourite horses
and a member of her family will make the draw.
Meanwhile donations of raffle prizes are still being accepted
for the prize draw. Leigh said: “The prize donations have been
overwhelming, more than 24 prizes already, so please keep them
coming. You can contact me and suggest your prize donation at
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1259956107472103/ or search
for Traigh Mhor Pony Trekking on Facebook.”

Backing from salmon firm

Some will hate thee
Some will love thee
6RPHZLOOÁDWWHUVRPHZLOOVOLJKW
Cease from man, and look above thee
Trust in God and do the right
Simple rule and safest guiding
Inward peace and inward might
Star upon our path abiding
Trust in God and do the right
(submitted)
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T

he Scottish Salmon Company (SSC) has supported Macaulay
College in Lewis with a donation towards new woodwork
equipment in a recent round of its Community Fund awards.

Salmon Company for their kind donation.”

Macaulay College offers a programme of activities to those
with additional social and educational requirements, including
school children, adults with learning difficulties and nursing home
residents, with each project led by the interests of the attendees. A
recent project has seen the College assisting on the restoration of
Bayhead Miniature Golf Course, creating entertaining and engaging
features which can be enjoyed by the local community.

So veterans, reservists and serving armed forces personnel are
especially welcome at the H&L Smokehouse on Sandwick Road,
Stornoway.

The SSC Community Fund was established in 2017 as part of the
Company’s Community Charter and gives its staff the opportunity
to nominate local groups, charities and organisations that support
health and wellbeing, for a funding grant of up to £250. Macaulay
College was nominated to receive the valuable funds, which have
been used to purchase a new bandsaw, by Paul Condy, Sustainability
Coordinator of SSC Marybank in Lewis.
Craig Anderson, Chief Executive of The Scottish Salmon Company,
said: “We are committed to promoting health and wellbeing in the
communities where our staff live and work, and we are delighted to
support Macaulay College. It is a great initiative which contributes to
the wider community on the Isle of Lewis.”
Roland Engebretsen, Director of Macaulay College, said: “This
funding has contributed to new woodworking equipment, which will
open up a whole new world of art, craft and construction possibilities
for our members.
“Macaulay College is a small social enterprise that has a big
impact on the local community. We are very grateful to The Scottish

Meanwhile, the Harris & Lewis Smokehouse has signed the Armed
Forces Covenant.

Gerry Corish,
the
marketing
director of the
Scottish Salmon
C o m p a n y
which owns the
Smokehouse,
is seen with
Lieutenant
Colonel
Matt
Sheldrick of 7
Scots at the Army
Reserve Centre
on Church Street
on Tuesday 15th
October.
The Covenant
is a pledge that
“together we acknowledge and understand that those who serve or
who have served in the armed forces, and their families, should be
treated with fairness and respect in the communities, economy and
society they serve with their lives.”
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Top chef cooks in Stornoway for winter
C

hef George Lavery will be cooking in
Stornoway this winter.

For some people, those who have already eaten
in the multi-award-winning North Harbour Bistro
on the isle of Scalpay, that news will be enough.
All they will need to know is where…and that’s
the Park Guest House on James Street, where
the bistro’s delicious menu for the festive season
will be available every weekend from Friday
December 6th to 31st.
Additional dates for large parties can be
accommodated on request, says the bistro team. To
book or for further information call 01859 540218.
And for those who are already booked for
Christmas meals, the good news is that the team
from Scalpay will be up every weekend to the end
of February 2020 before going back to Scalpay for
the new season in March.
The North Harbour Bistro team have won
award after award nationally in recent years…
for instance they were on the list of The Top 100
Restaurants in Scotland announced in April at The
Marriott Hotel in Glasgow by the 2019 Restaurant
Awards-Scottish Edition – and they won the UKwide Good Food Award for both 2019 and 2020.
The eatery was earlier one of 10 finalists in the
‘hidden gem’ category of the Scotsman’s Food
and Drink Awards and it was a finalist this year in
the CIS Excellence Awards 2019 for the category
‘Restaurant newcomer of the year’.
All that followed a hatful of awards from the
2017 Scottish Food Awards. In 2018 George
Lavery was named 'chef of the year' and 'informal
fine dining chef of the year' in the same awards
series.

And social media is ablaze with praise for
George and his team. A typical comment on their
Facebook Page states: “There is no comparison
between your food and the food elsewhere in the
Hebrides or the Highlands, actually. Your food is
way above the rest and that’s fact. The service is
always a cut above the rest, too. What an amazing
team you have. Well done! Keep up the good
work. Can’t wait to have my next meal there!”
Or another, from Susan Krasner-Macleod:
“The food George serves is spectacularly good,
puncturing the inflated reverence we pay to
Michelin stars and celebrity chefs. The diners relax,
they smile… they linger. In August, the tables are
a mix of locals and visitors. The locals lean back
in their chairs, chatting to one another. The subject
matter is the food: what have you tried? What did
you like? Visitors are swept into the discussions,
they flush with gratified delight at being included in
the conversation of locals: yes, they affirm, they too
love the food! The locals are proud of the restaurant
that is judged so well by these outsiders, proud of
George; proud of Scalpay.”
George Lavery brings a world of experience to
his role, first arriving in Harris almost ten years
ago. Trained originally at Anniesland College,
Glasgow, he has worked in places as varied as
Iceland, Jersey, France, and Luxembourg, as well
as a variety of places in the UK. The chef from
whom he learned most - and still describes as his
mentor - is David Cameron, who won a series of
Michelin stars for his restaurant in Jersey. George
has also worked on the special events circuit
around the UK and beyond, for Wimbledon, Ascot
races, Formula 1 Grands Prix and other top events.
For several winters he worked in the French Alps
during the ski season.

Come and celebrate the Festive Season at

THE PARK GUEST HOUSE
with George Lavery (Scalpay Bistro)

Our Christmas menu is available every weekend from
Tuesday 6th December until Tuesday 31st December (closed 25th, 26th).
Additional dates for large parties can be accommodated on request. Booking essential.

We would like to thank all our customers for their continued
support in 2019 and wish them a very Merry Christmas.

X CHRISTMAS MENU W
Mulled wine on arrival
*******
Scalpay crab cannelloni (served cold)
Amhuinnsuidhe venison liver parfait & oatcakes
,VOHRI+DUULVJLQ EHHWURRWFXUHGVDOPRQ OHPRQFRQÀW
Pressed Shiant Isles lamb terrine & aubergine puree
7UXHVFHQWHGJRDWVFKHHVHZLWKEHHWURRW KRQH\
&DUURWVRXS6KHOOÀVKELVTXH6HDIRRGFKRZGHU
*******
Roast Turkey with all the trimmings
Slow roasted pork belly & scallop
Baked hake, mussel cream & tempura king prawn
Loin of Amhuinnsuidhe venison
0RQNÀVK0DKDEDOL VFDOORS
Root vegetable press & wild mushroom
*******
Home-made Christmas pudding with brandy anglaise
Isle of Harris gin panna cotta
White chocolate & rhubarb
Rich dark chocolate crèmeux
6WLFN\WRͿHHSXGGLQJEXWWHUVFRWFKVDXFH LFHFUHDP
Scottish cheese & biscuits
*******
7HD&RͿHH KRPHPDGHIXGJH

£42.50
Specials board selections also available

To make a reservation please call 01859 540218
www.facebook.com/NorthHarbourBistro/
northharbourbistro@hotmail.com
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Domestic Electrical Repairs & Installations

Fire Alarm Installations & Testing

Commercial Electrical Repairs & Testing

CCTV & Security Systems

Landlord Inspections & Testing

Appliance Repairs

Fixed Installation Testing

12.5m Access Platform Hire

Portable Appliance Testing

Stannah Stairlift Approved Engineers

Fibre Optic Installation, Testing & Repairs

Facilities Management

Mitsubishi Heat Pump Heating Systems

NICEIC & SELECT Registered Contractor

Unit 6, Mossend Development Estate, Stornoway, Isle of Lewis, HS1 2SG

Telephone: 01851 706632 Mobile: 07786 637864
Email: admin@aces-ltd.co.uk Website: www.aces-ltd.co.uk

Let us help to find the perfect
present for your loved ones

Loose Leaf Teas & Gourmet Coffees
Small Gifts for Secret Santa
Gift Hampers in various sizes
Bone China or New Bone China Tableware
Continental Confectionery

Hebridean Tea Store
22 Cromwell Street, Stornoway, HS1 2DD
www.hebrideanteastore.scot
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MUSIC AND LIGHTS AT SWITCH-ON
By Annie Delin

S

tornoway’s 2019 Christmas lights switch-on is set
to be something of an extravaganza, with a packed
evening planned for Friday November 26th.
The event’s being hosted by Stornoway Amenity Trust in
conjunction with Western Isles Lottery, who’ve planned a
programme that starts and ends with the island sensation of the
year, Stornoway band Peat & Diesel.
P&D will begin the festive round with a special concert for
‘the caorans’ at The Nicolson Institute at 5.30pm.
At the same time the doors open at Stornoway Town Hall
with stalls and local musicians, to be followed at 7pm in
Perceval Square by the Christmas message and prize-giving
for best window display among the shops and hotels – that
competition is being judged on Friday November 22nd.
From 7.30pm there’ll be a parade through the town, and the
lights themselves will be switched on by special guests, with a
display of fireworks to add to the spectacle.
And Peat & Diesel close the evening with an adults-only late
concert at Stornoway Town Hall from 10.30pm.
Tickets for both Christmas lights switch-on gigs go on sale on
Saturday November 9th at 11am, at the old Trading Post next
to Charlie Barley’s. Adult tickets cost £10 and the under-16s
for the Nicolson Institute cost £3. Three pairs of free tickets are
among the bolt-on prizes being offered by Western Isles Lottery
in the draw on Friday November 8th.
Proceeds from both gigs are helping Stornoway Amenity
Trust to provide a spectacular, and permanent, illumination in
the town centre – yet another first for Stornoway.
The buzz being created around the event has inspired Heb
Memes, Lewis and Harris to add to their growing catalogue of
P&D memes with the latest creation, pictured here.

14 North Street, Sandwick, Stornoway HS2 0AD
Tel: 01851 705798

Christmas is here!
C
Reserve your Christmas tree now

www.mayburygardens.co.uk
@
@m_]jYf_]g^2;ml;`jakleYkLj]]k$Hgll]\;`jakleYkLj]]k$9jlaÚ[YdLj]]k$
]k$
Indoor & Outdoor Lights, Indoor & Outdoor LED Trees, Battery Powered
k
Da_`lk$Oj]Yl`k$?YjdYf\k$;`jakleYk;jY[c]jk$:YmZd]k$Lafk]d$H]l?a^lk$
?a^lk^gjl`]@ge]$Yf\;`jakleYkHdYfl]jk

Fresh bouquets made daily, island wide delivery available

Thursday 21st November 12pm - 8pm

Charity Christmas Light Switch On
in aid of Bethesda Hospice
GK
Kids
Kid
id F
Face Painting
P i ti
G SANTA GHighland Dancers
GLive Music G Christmas Dancers
GFirework Display

Free Hot Chocolate, Mulled Wine & Mince Pies
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THE WESTERN ISLES PREMIER PARTS RETAILER

AUTOPARTS
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7ZHHGFORWKLQJ
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*LIWYRXFKHUV
DYDLODEOH

Island Road, Stornoway HS1 2RD
Monday to Friday 8am - 5.30pm
Saturday 9am - 5pm
T: 01851 706939 F: 01851 705541
E: sales@aps-direct.co.uk
www.autoparts-stornoway.com
FIND US ON FACEBOOK

GIFT VOUCHERS AND LOTS OF
G
F
GI IDEAS AVAILABLE IN STORE
RE
GIFT

We would like to wish all our customers
a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
CLOSED FOR FESTIVE SEASON ON:

Wednesday 25 December & Thursday 26 December 2019
Wednesday 1 January & Thursday 2 January 2020

ZZZKDUULVWZHHGKHEULGHVFRP
1RUWK%HDFK6WRUQRZD\
,VOHRI/HZLV6FRWODQG8.+6;4

VKRS#KDUULVWZHHGKHEULGHVFRP
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We are open for breakfast, lunch
and dinner Monday - Saturday
SMOKEHOUSE RESTAURANT

Book on info@harrisandlewis.co.uk
or +44(0)1851 619 238
www.harrisandlewis.co.uk
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COME
AND TRY
OUR NEW
LUNCH OR
EVENING
MENU

TIME TO CELEBRATE!
Join us at

Harbour Kitchen
for our First Christmas!
a
Looking for somewhere to hold your work Christmas party?
Or just want to get into the festive spirit with friends and family?
Harbour Kitchen is the place to celebrate!
We welcome both small and large parties!

BLACK LAB GALLERY
Open Mon - Sat 10am - 6pm

BESPOKE PICTURE FRAMING SERVICE

Dec 3rd - 31st Tuesday to Saturday:
Lunch 12 - 14:30pm
Two courses: £21
Three courses: £24

Dinner 5 - 9pm
Two courses: £29
Three courses £34

Tel: 01851 706586
Facebook: HarbourKitchenSTY Email: info@harbourkitchensty.co.uk
rkitchen

5 Cromwell St, Stornoway HS1 2DB
B

Eclectic
clectic mix of antique
antique,
vintage, maritime, nautical,
Hebridean artefacts,
curiosities and oddities

13a Baile An Truiseil
Tel: 01851 850 242

WEST TARBERT, ISLE OF HARRIS
OPEN ALL YEAR MONDAY to SATURDAY 10am – 6pm

Contact: John Macleod on 01859 502433
m
or email john.macleod70@btinternet.com

Frame something special this Christmas!

North of Barvas on
the way to Butt of Lewis
Open year round Tuesday to
Saturday or by appointment.

STORNOWAY GOLF CLUB
www.stornowaygolfclub.co.uk

admin@stornowaygolfclub.co.uk Tel: 01851 702240

Visit our shop
for the perfect
Christmas gift
GIFT VOUCHERS
AVAILABLE

NOVEMBER EVENTS
Fri Nov 8
Prize Bingo for Eilidh Macleod
Memorial Trust at 7.30pm.
Sat 9th Nov
Wedding fayre from 10.30 till 4pm
Fri 15th Nov
Autism Eilannan Siar Cash Bingo
Fri 22nd Nov
Quiz (tbc)
Fri 29th Nov
Black Friday, shop local event from
10.30am to 6.30pm (cafe open all day)

£100 MEMBERSHIP OFFER FOR 15 MONTHS
This great membership offer is back on and even if you have tried before and not made best use
of it, you are more than welcome to get in touch to have another go. Free coaching available.
THIS YEAR WE HAVE TWO NEW INTRODUCTORY PACKAGES:

Husband/Wife or Partner dual introductory membership for the amazing price of £160
or Family introductory membership (mum,dad + two U18) for £200
These will make excellent gifts!

SEA ANGLING CLUB

e: info@
info@buth-an-rubha.co.uk
uth-an-rubha
t: 01851
851 870713
8707
713
7

Personalised soft toys available

Authorised brother sewing machines dealer

WE STOCK:
rs y Lampshade Kits
cove
e
y Tabl
, quilting and craft fabrics.
king
sma
dres
y Upholstery,
y Haberdashery y Wool y Gifts

Electric, top up vouchers,
pay bills, cashback available
Tong Crossroads, Tong HS2 0HJ Tel: 01851 70 1445

x Hot
Ho and
a cold
d snacks
sn
x
x Italian cof
ccoffees
offees
es x Convenience
Conven
store x
x Fresh
F
and frozen produce
prod
x
OPENING HOURS
Shop: 9am-8pm
Cafe: 9am-5pm
Both closed Sunday

www.facebook.com/buthanrubha

Flavour Food Festival 2019

All BT Sports & Sky Sports on Big Screen

7th of December / Tarbert Community Centre / 10-4pm

OPENING HOURS: Mon 4-7pm Tue / Wed / Thur 4-11pm
Fri 3pm-1am Sat 11am- 1am Sun 12.30 - 6pm

Join us for a fun, festive foodie day out including a charity cafe, local
chef demonstrations, buy localproduce for Christmas dinner or foodie
Christmas gifts supporting small local businesses.

What’s on in NOVEMBER
Thurs7-9 ................. WESTERN ISLES POOL
Sat 9 ................... LIVE MUSIC SWANSMITH
Sat 16 .............................BROKEN RAVENS
Sat 23 ....................................... KARAOKE

Thurs 28 ........................ CELTIC V RENNES
Friday 29 ...........................ISLAND DARTS
DOUBLES 7PM
Sat 30 ....................................... DJ NIGHT

What’s on in DECEMBER
W
Sat 7 ...............LIVE BOXING JOSHUA V RUIZ
Sat 7 .................................BROKEN RAVENS
Sun 8 ............................ LEAGUE CUP FINAL
Thurs 12..................................CIJI V CELTIC
Sat 14 .......................... XMAS PARTY NIGHT
Sat 14 ........... DARTS WINTER OPEN 2.30PM
Wed 18 .............................HEARTS V CELTIC
Fri 20................................HIBS V RANGERS

Sat 21 ............LIVE MUSIC PEAT AND DIESEL
Boxing day..... OPEN POOL AND DARTS 2PM
Boxing day......LIVE MUSIC BROKEN RAVENS
Sat 28 ............................................BLITZER
Sun 29 ..................CELTIC V RANGERS 12PM
New Years Eve ...........NEW YEARS EVE BASH
New Year Day ........ ACTION PACKED DAY OF
FOOTBALL

Members and guests welcome

Tel: 01851 702021

(Memberships are now due)

We have 5 different lavours of
chocolate : Milk, Dark, White, Ruby
& Dorado

Flavour
hand tempered in the
~Isle of Harris~

We hand temper our chocolate into filled
chocolate boxes, chocolate bars, button
bags, chocolate git hampers, hot
chocolate sticks
We also serve hot chocolate & gelato

Visit our Chocolate shop at Studio 2 Talla Na Mara / Available online @ www.flavour.scot

Pop-up restaurant - Isle of Harris Dates:
9th & 30th of November :
Flavour 6 course Hebridean fusion menu
7th of December : Flavour Food Festival
13th December : Collaboration with Sam's Seafood Shack
Dinner & Dance
14th December : Street Food / Christmas Market

Chris: 07951643066 / Nicola: 07388366361
E: Flavour.scot@gmail.com
W:www.flavour.scot
FB: Facebook.com/Flavour.scot
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POST AN-ASGAIDH! FREE POSTAGE!
on all pre-xmas ‘UK only’ orders from 1/11/19

ww w. a c a i r b o o k s .c o m

A TELLING OF STONES

A

TELLING
OFF

STONES

NEIL R AC KHAM
ISBN: 978-1-78907-013-2

Neil Rackham

N E W T IT L E

Illustrations by Alisdair Wiseman

The body of a Viking princess lies in a pool on the
sands of Uig, Isle of Lewis. About her neck is a Seeing
Stone - a stone of great power that foretells the future.
It belongs to the Brahan Seer himself and traces a
malevolent path. Princes, pedlars, crofters, selkies and
the Lewis Chessmen all encounter the awesome power
of the Stone, which has travelled through Norway to
Iceland and the Hebrides.
Best-selling author Neil Rackham weaves together a
vivid, fascinating tale from the stories and legends still
widely told throughout Scotland and the islands.

£15.00

AN TIORTACH BEAG
AGUS SGEULACHDAN EILE
Mòrag Anna NicNèill

R
LEABHAR Ù

“Seo a’ chiad chruinneachadh sgeulachdan do dh’inbhich
bho sgrìobhadair a tha air a comasan a dheagh dhearbhadh
a-cheana ann am ficsean na h-òigridh.Tha na cuspairean
air an cur far comhair gu snasail tro ghuthan làidir,
tarraingeach a bheir tlachd do shean is òg; ’s ann a bhios
miann agaibh air tuilleadh.”
Màrtainn Mac an t-Saoir

Above, Christopher Whyte at a reading of his work in Partick on Thursday evening (October 24th)
and below, author of The Darkest Dawn Malcolm Macdonald with Acair general manager Agnes Rennie
(right) and editor Annie Delin at Acair’s offices on Seaforth Road.

ISBN: 978-1-78907-019-4
£11.99
ISBN: 978-1-78907-050-7
£15.00

* * * PRE-ORDER * PRE-ORDER * * *
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ISBN: 978-1-78907-045-3

UIBHIST A DEAS
Dòmhnaill Iain
MacDhòmhnaill
Dealbhan le
Anndra MacMhoirein

Beagan mu eachdraidh is
mu bheul-aithris an eilein.

Tha Uibhist a Deas ga
ùr-fhoillseachadh ann an
2019 mar chomharradh air
ceud bliadhna bhon rugadh
an t-ùghdar.
£10.50

Sandaidh NicDhòmhnaill Jones
BÀRD A' CHOMUINN 2019

GAELIC Audiobooks FREE to download at acairbooks.selz.com

LEABHRAICHEAN CHLOINNE
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Acair’s double award chance

S

tornoway publisher Acair has achieved a
huge endorsement of the quality of their
catalogue of works, with two nominations
for the most prestigious awards in the
Scottish literary calendar.
The Saltire Society Scotland announced their
shortlists for all categories of books at an event
at Waterstones bookshop in Edinburgh on Friday
October 25th.
Acair’s general manager Agnes Rennie was
there to hear news that two recent publications
by the island publishing house are among those
shortlisted in different categories.
Shortlisted for the Saltire History Book of the
Year 2019 is Malcolm Macdonald and Donald
John Macleod’s definitive account of the tragedy
of the Iolaire, The Darkest Dawn, which was
published to acclaim ahead of the January 1st
2019 centenary of the disaster.
It’s in contention on a shortlist of six works,
while a book of long poems by Christopher Whyte,
Ceum Air Cheum (Step by Step) could be awarded
the title Saltire Poetry Book of the Year.

ACAIR
An Tosgan
54 Seaforth Road
Stornoway HS1 2SD
post-d: info@acairbooks.com
fòn: 01851 703020

@acairbooks
Tha Acair a' faighinn taicc
bho Bhòrd na Gàidhlig

Following the announcement, Acair issued a
statement saying: “The Darkest Dawn: The Story
of the Iolaire Tragedy (Acair, 2018) has been
shortlisted for The Saltire Society History Book of
the Year. Co-authors Malcolm Macdonald and the
late Donald John MacLeod spent over 20 years
researching material for this book and they are
worthy of all recognition received as a result of the

book’s publishing.

“Ceum air Cheum (Acair, 2019) by Christopher
Whyte has been shortlisted for The Saltire Society
Poetry Book of the Year. Christopher’s twelve
longer poems cover wide-ranging topics such as
anti-Catholic prejudice in 1960s Glasgow, the
cage of English and a troubled interaction with
Sorley MacLean. Christopher’s work is firmly
rooted in Scottish realities while being absolutely
international in outlook.”
Author Malcolm Macdonald reacted swiftly to
the news, saying: “On behalf of the late Donald
John and I, can I say that astoundment is the only
word that encapsulates my feelings after 'The
Darkest Dawn' was nominated by the Saltire
Society in the shortleet for their history book of
2019!”
Sarah Mason, programme director at the Saltire
Society, said: “We are proud of the fact that the
Saltire Literary Awards shortlists celebrate the
diversity, quality and richness of books to come
from Scotland over the past year. The Saltire
Literary Awards have a proud history of celebrating
and bringing wider attention to excellence and we
congratulate the writers and publishers who have
been shortlisted this year.”
The award winners will be announced at an
event in Edinburgh on November 30th, with
the winner of each book award receiving a cash
prize of £2,000 and going on to be considered for
the top prize of Saltire Scottish Book of the Year,
receiving a further £5,000.
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Ceum air Cheum – Cruinneachadh dhàintean nas fhaide
Step by Step – A book of longer poems
T

loss,
bewilderment
–
but a surprising lack
of
judgmentalism.
The
poet feels the isolation
engendered by prejudice,
but his pain is offset by his
fascination for human contact
and shared experience.

he poet’s job is not to
answer questions, but
to explore topics worthy
of questioning. In Ceum
air Cheum, a newlypublished book of long
poems by Christopher
Whyte, the poet advances
multiple
perspectives
on identity and asks us
to consider what makes
a country home. What
if an aspect of identity
essential to self – faith,
sexuality or cultural
heritage – is rejected by
the dominant culture
of the home country?
Where, then, do we
belong?

Whyte is a Glasgow-born poet
and novelist, with Gaelic among his fluent
languages, who lives between Budapest and
Venice and is an occasional visitor to his home
country. In this collection he has chosen to present
his work in English translated to Gaelic by Niall
O' Gallagher.
Whyte does not want us to feel comfortable with
assumptions in any tongue, or in any culture. He
knows how language can camouflage or obscure:
“seeking an abundance of exotic
new words that could entirely extinguish
all the evil that had happened to me
or, at least, dress it in better clothes.”
(Fleeing from one language to another)
Whyte lives in two geographies; the physical,
which sees him move between countries, and
the linguistic, expressed as translation, with the
inevitable loss or gain of meaning. He is drawn
to writers who question who they are, each poem
taking as a starting point the words of an outsider;
the Hungarian scholar Antal Szerb, the Spanish
exile Luis Cernuda Bidòn and Russian poet-inexile Marina Tsvetaeva.

In the end, Christopher
Whyte returns to Scotland to
find the peaceful moments
with which he ends this
collection. In a kitchen in
Skye he pays tribute to a
woman who taught him
about Gaelic and life.
“Though we were not
raised in the same language,
the meaning of my words
would seem clear
were you to hear them,
because I made
a store of everything I gathered up
when we were together…”
(Remembering Mary Flora)
Whyte seems to be asking us to consider what
makes outsiders. He asks with such persistence
because he feels the answers apply to ourselves,
and they are especially pertinent at a time when
identity and nationality are so intently scrutinised
and judgement is so ready and so sharp.
The whole of this book offers a thoughtprovoking poetic dialogue. Acair manager Agnes
Rennie commented; “Christopher Whyte’s writing
continues to surprise and challenge the reader by
turn. At a time when personal freedom must be
defended and inequalities must be challenged,
these poems provide a timely provocation to the
reader.”
•

Ceum air Cheum/Step by Step is published
by Acair and is available priced £12.95 at
acairbooks.com.

•

Christopher Whyte was born in Glasgow
and has degrees from the universities of
Cambridge, Perugia and Glasgow. After
spending 12 years in Italy, he taught for 18
years at the universities of Edinburgh and
Glasgow. He has published four novels in
English and translated four books of poetry
from the Russian of Marina Tsvetaeva. Since
2006 he has lived in Budapest, Hungary.

•

More information and illustrations are
available from sandra@acairbooks.com.

Responding to these trailblazers, we see
Whyte continuously excavating the question of
what factors create or deny our identity. How do
language, religion, place of birth and place of
residence influence who we are, and who can say
which of them validate, which exclude?
There is pain in these long poems – exclusion,

NESS
POST OFFICE
TOYS CARDS
STATIONERY
PARTYWARE

For Christmas
Extensive range of
relation cards and boxes
gift wrap and accessories

Nicolson & Co. Newsagents
Cromwell Street, Stornoway
Tel: 01851 704848
For all you daily newspapers, magazines, cards etc.
Christmas range of cards, wrapping, gift boxes,
decorations, gifts and much more now in store
Now taking card payments

LEWIS REVIVAL
Prairie & Croft Decor

VINTAGE & NEW TREASURES
LOCAL CRAFTS
ECO-FRIENDLY WALL PAINTS
UPCYCLING WORKSHOPS & SUPPLIES

Local Christmas cards
and calendars
OPEN FOR LATE NIGHT
SHOPPING 28TH NOVEMBER
AND 5TH DECEMBER

Cross Ness Isle of Lewis HS2 0SN
tel:01851810209 e:nesspostoffice@yahoo.com

Local,
National &
Inteern
natio
onal
authors

41A Point Street, Stornoway HS1 2XF
facebook.com/lewisrevival
upcycle@lewisrevival.co.uk
instagram@lewisrevival1

Baltic

Bookshop

Pick up one of
our Christmas
catalogues today
Roderick Smith Ltd,
8-10 Cromwell Street,
Stornoway HS1 2DA

Tel: 01851 702082
Fax: 01851 706644
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The Gypsy Switch and
Other Ritual Journeys
A

new book by Jill Smith of Aird Uig has recently been turning cycles of the year.
published.
Jill became deeply involved with ancient Neolithic and Bronze

writings she made at the time, it has given her great satisfaction to
have finally turned it into a physical book to be shared with others.

Age sites and landscapes, spending a great deal of time at some stone
circles, long barrows, chambered cairns and earth works.

A review on Amazon states: “Old hippies and veteran Earth
Mysterians will immediately recognise Jill Smith’s name. In the
1970s, with her then husband Bruce Lacey (subject of the Fairport
Convention song Please Mr Lacey), Jill performed site specific multimedia events at festivals and fairs. These fascinating events were
shamanic in nature, invoking the elements, the genius loci and the
myths and legends. In the 1980s Jill found herself increasingly drawn
to ancient sacred sites across Britain and in the early 1980s began a
series of ritual journeys, on foot or by horse-drawn caravan.

And there’s a chance to meet the author for a talk and slideshow
event called “Life, Performance, Journeying, Art” to celebrate the
publication of the book The Gypsy Switch & other Ritual Journeys
at The Edge Café, Aird Uig at 7pm on Wednesday November 13th .
In the 1970s and early 1980s, the author was known as the
performance artist Jill Bruce, working in a duo with her husband, the
late Bruce Lacey.
Their work had evolved through much multi-media science fantasy
productions to spectacular outdoor ceremonial celebrations of the

A NEW BOOK
BY JILL SMITH
‘The Gypsy Switch’
AND OTHER
RITUAL JOURNEYS
At last - the book I had
been trying to write
for nearly 35 years is
ÀQDOO\SXEOLVKHGDQG
is available at:
Baltic Book Shop
An Lanntair
Callanish Visitor Centre
The Edge Cafe - Uig
Uig Community Shop
Island Arts - Ballalan

£12

Reclaiming her birth name of Smith, she began making journeys
between these sites, linking them by the path of her walking as she
believed our ancient ancestors had once done.
One of these journeys led her from Land’s End, through sites in
England and Scotland to make her first visit to the Western Isles and
Callanish, feeling, as she stepped off the ferry at Tarbert in the isle of
Harris, that she had come home, and in 1986 she moved to South
Lochs with her young son, Taliesin.
But before this they had travelled together for a year on The Gypsy
Switch, a journey which followed the movement of the sun through
the zodiac in the sky by travelling round England, Wales and Ireland,
visiting specific places at the appropriate zodiac times of year.
Travelling initially with a group of people, horses and wagons,
when the others dropped out, she walked for the last three-and-ahalf months carrying her son on her front, a rucksack on her back
and a bag in each hand.
The new book tells not only the story of several other journeys as
well as The Gypsy Switch, but the personal life journey Jill made as
she left house, family and work to travel alone, sleeping out in the
landscape, often without a tent. It is a story of hardship and great
joy, a blend of spirituality, political involvement and the mundane
realities of everyday life.
It tells of a time already different from today, when it was easy
to hitch up motorways, but communication was limited to finding
unvandalised phone boxes and collecting Poste Restante letters sent
to Post Offices which she was likely to pass.
Having taken Jill nearly 35 years to reach a point where she
had the perspective of distance, even though it is mostly based on

“The Gypsy Switch is Jill’s account of her journeys, often like
reading a detailed diary of where and why she travelled, who she met
and descriptions of the sites she visited and what they meant to her. In
these cynical times Jill’s book might be seen as simplistic and naive,
whereas in fact it is just a factual reflection of an authentic life well
lived; I was struck with the thought that it is the written equivalent
of Vashti Bunyan’s (another horse-drawn traveller) Diamond Days
album. Essentially, it’s the story of a woman who followed her own
spiritual path through the sacred landscapes of Britain and her
personal responses on many levels to those experiences. It won’t
be to everyone’s tastes but it’s an interesting and unique insight into
an aspect of Earth Mysteries which we don’t see much of anymore
and a testament to one woman’s singular vision of what to do with
her life. The book is well illustrated with Jill’s evocative artwork and
photographs.”
The Gypsy Switch and Other Ritual Journeys (£12) is available
on the Isle of Lewis from the Baltic Bookshop and An Lanntair Arts
Centre, Stornoway; Callanish Visitor Centre; the Uig Community
Shop; and the Edge café in Aird Uig. It can also be bought from Jill
herself via Paypal (link on the Facebook page Gypsy Switch Jill Smith
and her website www.jill-smith.co.uk or from Amazon.
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Goth calendar aims to raise more charity funds

'Waking the witch', featuring Spectra Vox at the Callanish stone
circle, Isle of Lewis, photo by Chris Macleod.

A

2020 'Goth On the Croft' wall calendar is aiming to
raise more funds for The Sophie Lancaster Foundation
and also for The New Arc wildlife rescue centre.

The organisers have got together with a number of organisations
including Historic Environment Scotland, The Arnol Blackhouse and
The New Arc wildlife rescue centre in Ellon, to create a 2020 'Goth
on the Croft' wall calendar to raise funds for The Sophie Lancaster
Foundation and The New Arc.
The aim is also to raise awareness and promote tolerance of
subcultures and minority groups within the community. A number
of local people and companies are involved in this project.
The pictures have been taken across Scotland including
Aberdeenshire and the Isle of Lewis, and in Ellon at the New Arc.
July features a person with cerebral palsy on his wheelchair with
another person dressed as a mermaid at Stonehaven harbour.
October’s page features a witch inside the Arnol blackhouse and
another for January at the Callanish stone circle.
November has a woman who is trained in circus performance
dressed as a vampire dangling from ropes attached to Slains castle
at Cruden Bay.
There are also a number of pictures involving models dressed in

'The Picnic',featuring Flo Blackbourn, Suzanne Cheyne, Lindsay Gault,
Caorthannach Drekavac, and Spectra Vox at the New Arc, Ellon. Photo
by Karen Meldrum.

alternative gear with some of the animals that reside at The New
Arc wildlife sanctuary in Ellon, including a goat, horse, cats, a pig,
chickens and seagulls.
Goth On The Croft, run by Spectra Vox (Spectra lives in Newmarket)
and Lindsay Gault, is a fundraising project and community of likeminded individuals who strive to promote acceptance and tolerance
for subcultures and minority groups.
About five years ago, Spectra moved out to Lewis. Having
experienced prejudice towards herself and friends for being
associated with the goth subculture, she felt bound to raise a few
eyebrows. “I’ve always felt a bit like the ‘black sheep’… and seeing
the odd black sheep in amongst the white struck my imagination. I
started thinking of myself as the black sheep or the ‘goth on a croft’,
and how that image exemplified the incongruity that people who
express themselves differently feel in everyday life.
“Not many people expect to see goths on a croft - and why
shouldn’t they be there too? We are just people who do everyday
things - sometimes with a little added spookiness!
“Being inspired by this image of goths on crofts, I wondered if I
could use it to promote tolerance and acceptance of people who
look different - the misfits, the minority - those who suffer prejudice
due to the way they dress or because of their race, religion, disability
or sexuality - basically anyone who stands out from the crowd. And

'Pig is Beautiful', with Linny Haha Casson and Polly the pig,
at the New Arc wildlife sanctuary, Ellon, photo by Spectra Vox.

thus, Goth on the Croft was born.”
The first 2018 Goth on the Croft calendar was a big success,
reported in articles across the UK. It sold 300 calendars and raised
over £2,000 for the Sophie Lancaster Foundation - a charity which
aims to ‘stamp out prejudice, hatred and intolerance’.
“This year we will again be raising money for The Sophie Lancaster
foundation, but have decided to split the profits 50/50 with The New
Arc wildlife and animal rescue centre as a thank you to the fluffy and
feathery residents who are feature in this calendar.”
Following the horrific murder of Sophie Lancaster, her family
wanted to ensure a lasting legacy to their beautiful, bright, creative
daughter and so The Sophie Lancaster Foundation was established.
It became a registered charity in 2009.
The aims and objectives of the Charity are as follows:
• To create a lasting legacy to Sophie.
• To provide educational group-works that will challenge the
prejudice and intolerance towards people from alternative
subcultures.
• To campaign to have the UK Hate Crime legislation extended to
include people from alternative subcultures or lifestyle and dress.
The calendar is available on Ebay and Etsy.

Stuart brings Sleeping Beauty back to life again
By Roz Macaskill

I

t’s non-stop panto fun once again at An
Lanntair this January!

The classic tale of Sleeping Beauty will come
alive on stage, where the cast will perform twice
a day on Wednesday 15th and Thursday 16th. On
Friday 17th and Saturday 18th, three performances
will be held each day.
Directed and produced by Stuart Morrison, the
pantomime stars Victoria Jane, David Rumelle,
Steven Arnold and Linda Clark.
Stuart says: “This year's pantomime is going to
be one of the most extravagant of all, utilising the
wonderful talent of the cast we have managed to
get together - some of whom are Lewis regulars –
as well as introducing some great newcomers, not
to mention our star this year, Steven Arnold, wellknown and much-loved for his many, many years

in Coronation Street.
“Steven is a regular to pantomime and has
worked with me many times in the past and is a
wonderful cast member.
“Sleeping Beauty is a time-loved classic and we
are presenting it in our typical way of taking the
original story and giving it a 2020 twist…”
David Rumelle, who plays Nurse Nancy
Nettlerash, says: “This will be my fourth year in
Stornoway. We always have a good time there. It’s
an absolute joy to do.”
David, who first started working in pantomime
30 years ago, has been playing pantomime dames
since 1995. “It became a sort of passion,” he
explains. “I started off playing the villain and
then I was offered Mother Goose, which is the
main panto which revolves around a dame. My
producer at the time gave me guidelines which

helped me develop the character and within a
very short space of time I knew where I was going
with it.
“You need to be totally focussed and organised,
especially playing the dame. Sometimes there are
up to 14 costume changes in a performance, so
you need to be very disciplined and physically
fit. It really is an art, and that’s why I enjoy it so
much.”
David now designs his own costumes, which,
although they won’t be making it up to Stornoway
with him, are normally used in his performances.
He reveals: “It’s quite standard for dames to come
supplied with their own costumes so they know
what fits and how to get into them quickly.
“I have had some wonderful designers make
costumes for me over the years and then I started
designing and had other dressmakers adapt the

costumes. It’s my passion and I strive to make it
the best I possibly can.”
The role of the villain, bad fairy Carabosse,
will be played by Linda Clark. Linda, who also
appeared in an episode of David Tennant’s Doctor
Who, says: “The baddies are so much more fun to
play – and you get to used to being booed!”
Linda has been to Stornoway three times in
the past. “I first came 25 years ago, when we
performed in the Town Hall,” she relates. “The
biggest memory for me was calling my husband
from a phone box after a performance in June at
10:40pm and marvelling at how light it was even
at that hour!
“I always say to people it’s very thrilling to do
something that was my childhood dream. I’m so
lucky to do what I do and I’m very excited to come
back to Stornoway!”
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Festive Favourites
With the festive season
just around the corner,
Stag Bakeries are pleased
to present our range of
products made especially
for Christmas:
* Shortcrust and puff
pastry mince pies
* Christmas Shortbread
Selection (new for 2019)
* Pistachio Fruit Cake
(new for 2019)
* Made to order Christmas
Celebration Cakes
For more information on the Christmas range, please get in touch:
Tel: 01851 702733 www.stagbakeries.co.uk sales@stagbakeries.co.uk
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17 Bayhead Street, Stornoway HS1 2DU
01851 700178 @techmobilestornoway

Celebrating 15 Years in Business

Network Install & Support
,QVWDOODWLRQ RI ZLUHG  ZLUHOHVV QHWZRUN VROXWLRQV
ZLULQJ DQ RI¿FH WR D GDWD FDELQHW LQVWDOODWLRQ RI
ZLUHOHVVURXWHUVH[WHQGHUVRUSRLQWWRSRLQWZLUHOHVV
V\VWHPV

Mobile Phone
& Tablet Repairs
6FUHHQ  %DWWHU\ UHSODFHPHQW RQ 0RELOH
SKRQHV ,3DGV  7DEOHWV DOVR UHSDLU RI
FKDUJLQJ VRFNHWV VSHDNHUV  PLFURSKRQHV
$Q\WKLQJHOVHMXVWDVN

Computer &
Laptop Repairs
Repairs of Computers & Laptops onsite in your
RI¿FHRUKRPHRUVDYHPRQH\E\WDNLQJLWLQWR
RXU ZRUNVKRS IRU UHSDLU &RYHULQJ DQ\WKLQJ
IURP 9LUXV UHPRYDO 6\VWHP FUDVKLQJ QRW
ERRWLQJ V\VWHP QHWZRUN LVVXHV KDUGZDUH
LVVXHV RU XSJUDGHV :H DOVR FXVWRP EXLOG
3&¶VWRFXVWRPHUVUHTXLUHPHQWV&RQWDFWXV
WRGLVFXVV\RXUUHTXLUHPHQWV

CUSTOMER
TESTIMONIALS
“
“Absolutely
incredible service,if I’d known
ssooner would have got them to unlock my
phone sooner! less than 12 hours after from
the comfort not my own house and in time
for my husband going to work in the morning his phones now unlocked after month of
being locked ! thank you again”
“Many thanks to the team at Tech Mobile
they did a fantastic job of repairing my laptop. Very fast service, I got it back the next
day!! Fantastic quality and fantastic value
for money. I highly recommend them.”
“So these guys give absolutely excellent
sservice and genuinely care about their
customers. Their games in stock are
vvaried and good value for money. Not
tto mention for various consoles. Also a
ZLGH UDQJH RI VHUYLFHV WRR IURP À[LQJ
a broken computer to building a brand
VSDQNLQJQHZRQHWR\RXUVSHFLÀFDWLRQV
R
Really do enjoy popping in and picking
up a guilty pleasure of a game .5/5 rating
is well earned.”
“Fantastic service. Competitive prices
and if anything does go wrong it is great
to have the assurance that you have the
support and aftercare locally. I don’t think
that you would get a better deal or service
on the mainland or online. #shoplocal”
“Great customer service, the staff are
very knowledgeable and will ensure that
you get what you need - great to have a
shop like this locally. Very reasonable
prices also”

