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Climate-change protests in Isles
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RESTAURANT & TAKEAWAY
FAMILY FRIENDLY RESTAURANT
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International day to
mark cooperative work
of credit unions
O

n Thursday 17th October, the Stornoway-based HI-Scot
credit union will join credit unions across the world in
celebrating International Credit Union Day 2019.
The day highlights the history and achievements of the credit
union movement, as well as raising the profile of the work of credit
unions in local communities, reflected in this year's theme: 'Local
Service, Global Reach.'

)ULHQGVRI7KH1LFROVRQ
$VXVWDLQDEOHFRPPXQLW\IXQGHG7UXVWWRDVVLVWSXSLOV
RI7KH1LFROVRQ,QVWLWXWHZLWKPDLQODQGWUDYHOH[SHQVHV

)LQGRXWKRZ\RXFDQKHOSDGYDQFHWKHQH[W
JHQHUDWLRQRI1LFROVRQSXSLOVDWZZZIRWQRUJXN

Alasdair Allan MSP/BPA
Surgery Notice

There are credit unions in 117 different countries all over the
world, with a global membership in excess of 260 million. Credit
unions are set up with a co-operative ethos, owned by their members
and committed to providing accessible savings and loans to the
communities they serve.
HI-Scot credit union covers the Highlands and Islands of Scotland
and membership is open to anyone living or working within this area.
Joining is easy, either by visiting one of the network of local Access
Points across the Highlands and Islands or using the secure online
system at www.hi-scot.com.
“HI-Scot has been working across the Highlands and Islands for
13 years and, in 2019, we have over 3,000 members,” says HI-Scot
General Manager, David Mackay, “In that time we have approved
over 4,000 loans. That's a lot of money benefiting people in our

communities.”
But why choose HI-Scot credit union?
Back to David: “HI-Scot – like credit unions across the world – is
not run for profit. There are no sky-high charges or 'fat cat' bonuses.
HI-Scot operates to benefit its members, whether you're saving for
special occasion or borrowing with one of our competitively-priced
loans. We won't try to 'upsell' our products and don't have any
hidden extras.”
HI-Scot credit union operates under the Financial Services
Compensation Scheme, which means that members' accounts are
protected in the same way as at any High sStreet bank.
On this year's International Credit Union Day, why not see what
your local credit union can do for you?

Public survey on councillor numbers
A

n
online
public
consultation has been
launched
as
the
Local
Government
Boundary
Commission for Scotland
considers changes to ward
boundaries in the Western
Isles.

Alasdair Allan, Member of the Scottish Parliament
for Na h-Eileanan an Iar, will be holding the following advice
VXUJHULHVLQKLVFRQVWLWXHQF\RI¿FHDW.HQQHWK6WUHHW
Stornoway should any constituent wish to meet with him:

Monday 7 October – 12pm
Friday 25 October – 1pm
If any constituent is unable to make the surgery, or would like a home
YLVLWZLWK$ODVGDLUSOHDVHFDOOWKHFRQVWLWXHQF\RI¿FHRQ
or email alasdair.allan.msp@parliament.scot

www.alasdairallan.scot

HOW TO CONTACT US

The Review of Electoral
Arrangements
for
the
na
h-Eileanan an Iar council area
will recommend to Scottish
Ministers
the
number
of
councillors and ward boundaries
for Western Isles council.
At present they are proposing
a council of 28 representatives, three less than the current total.
A public consultation on the proposal, launched on 10th
September, is set to run until 2nd December at https://consult.lgbcscotland.gov.uk/reviews/na-h-eileanan-an-iar-electoral-review/
Proposals being put forward for consultation take into account
minor amendments proposed by Comhairle nan Eilean Siar during
an earlier stage of the consultation.
The LGBCS said in its introduction to the survey: “One of the main
reasons we undertake reviews is that the population, and therefore
the electorate, of any local authority area is constantly changing,

with migration into or out of areas as well as within the same
area. As a result of these changes, some councillors may represent
considerably more or fewer electors than other councillors in the
same council area.
“The Islands (Scotland) Act 2018 introduced the use of one- or
two-member wards where a ward contains an inhabited island, in
addition to the current multi-member ward system. The Act requires
us to review the six Councils containing inhabited islands, including
Na h-Eileanan an Iar, as soon as possible.
“We expect our recommendations, if accepted, to be in place for
the next local government elections in May 2022.”
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Autumn is here:
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Professional Grade

www.mayburygardens.co.uk

LOCALLY GROWN
WINTER VIOLAS AND
PANSYS IN STOCK

HUGE RANGE OF SPRING BULBS

£3.50 or 3 for £10

bird foods, bird tables, bird baths all in stock

REMEMBER OUR
FEATHERED FRIENDS

Fresh hand-tied
Bouquets for any
occasion available

available from
15th October

Huge Selection - Top Quality

Great prices on all your pets needs: food, toys, treats, leads and much much more
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Mission number one:
keep the lights on
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Your local fuel and
lubricant supplier
Home heating | Agriculture | Business

Fast | Friendly | Reliable service

Call your local depot on

01851 703484

part of
certas energy
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By Annie Delin

hen winter comes there are certain precautions which we
all take, like ordering more oil, switching on the electric
blanket and tying down the bins.

But for one small team of workers there's an essential job that they
have to be ready for – to keep the lights on if the power link to the
mainland is interrupted.
Major power cuts can affect the islands and when they do Battery
Point power station is literally a lifesaver for the residents of Lewis
and Harris. In recent years lightning and strong winds, not to mention
a landslide near Invergarry last November, have struck without
warning, plunging island homes and businesses into darkness.
When that happens, four men who work for Scottish and Southern
Electricity Networks get into their cars and head for Battery Point
– because four men is all it takes to get the diesel-powered power
station up and running.
Donald Mackenzie, pictured above, is SSEN's generation manager for
the Western Isles, with six power stations under his direction, including
Battery Point, Arnish; and others in Uist, Barra, Tiree and Islay. When he
sees from his own home that lights are out, he knows that power station
manager Roddy Graham will be calling out the stand-by engineers –
and he knows that before he does, they'll already be on their way.
Donald told EVENTS: "Our alert system is co-ordinated in Perth,
where they'll get an automatic alert if power is not flowing. They'll
know that the Western Isles is off, and they'll call the stand-by
person, but most of the guys who work here react as soon as the
lights go out. It's an instinct."
The men will work in light provided by their emergency generator
to 'black-start' one engine. They choose one of the four largest
engines to get their own systems running securely – engine 3, 8, 9 or
10, each generating 4.6 megawatts (MW) of electricity.
Donald explains: "Once the boys come in, they designate one
engine to come on, depending on which is available. They start one
and use it to restore supply to the whole station and allow other
plant to get back online. The computers are kept on with UPS
(uninterruptable power supply) and our phone providers have their
own built-in resilience to keep the phone signal working for three
hours without power.
"We don't start all the engines at once. Four men work in teams
of two, two starting up the engine while another pair prime the next
engine, a process which takes about 20 minutes. Once an engine
starts running, the dials linked with it will come alive, telling us
the power being generated, and we then choose which part of the
town to start supplying, based on the power we can supply and the

demand each district places on it."
Inside the power station is a curious mix of the high-tech and the
surprisingly retro. Battery Point was built in 1951-52 and the dials
and control desks mix digital displays with good solid Bakelite and
metal, the way things were in the '50s.
Six engines were running by 1956, each generating 2MW of power
– at that time sufficient to meet the needs of an island community.
By the time engines 9, 10 and a new number 3 went in, twenty years
later, they were generating 4.6MW each.
The engines are all routinely fired up and tested year-round –
people who live nearby are used to seeing the chimneys smoking
– and each get a major overhaul after every 12,000 hours running
and a minor service after each 6,000. This winter, engine no. 9
will be out of use as it gets its thorough strip-down, but whatever
happens there'll always be capacity to get the station fired up and
fully operational.
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Donald said: "Island demand isn't steady – in summer it averages
about 18MW and in winter 27MW. Even then the peak use might
be for only a couple of 30-minute periods during the day. We have
23MW available from here and 10 from Arnish, so even if we take
out a couple of engines for overhaul, we have enough capacity.
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"Our number one priority for customers is to keep the lights
on, so if they go off, our job is to get them back on as quickly as
possible. I've been here all my working life, for 39 years, and I'm
very philosophical about it.
"It doesn't happen as much these days, but if the lights go off for
an hour, that's not so bad, people treat it as a bit of an adventure,
but eventually it gets frustrating and we're all now so dependent on
electricity that we can't easily manage without it. That's our whole
purpose, to keep people in the light."
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Climate-change protests in Isles
C

limate change protests by young people
took place in Stornoway and elsewhere in
the Isles during September.

actions and plans which will help us to adapt to the
changing climate for the benefit of the community,
the economy and our natural environment.”

from The Nicolson Institute during their summer
holidays and focuses on the impact of the climate
emergency in the Outer Hebrides.

Earlier, the Outer Hebrides Community
Planning Partnership discussed the Climate
Emergency for Scotland declared by First Minister
Nicola Sturgeon in April 2019.

Scotland now has the most ambitious statutory
zero-emissions targets in the world and its
contribution to climate change is planned to end
within a generation.

The event included stalls from organisations like
Tighean Innse Gall and Scottish Natural Heritage
and food created specially in a sustainable manner.

In 2012, OHCPP agreed a Climate Change
Declaration committing all partners to reduce
carbon emissions by 3% every year but in order to
contribute to meeting the Scottish Government target
of net zero emissions by 2045, OHCPP recognises
that there is a need to accelerate the approach taken.

Na h-Eileanan an Iar MSP Alasdair Allan said
this was the outcome of the Climate Change Bill,
which he had supported.

A new Climate Change Group has been
established, with broad representation from public
bodies throughout the Outer Hebrides.
Members of the group are: Scottish Natural
Heritage; Comhairle nan Eilean Siar; NHS Western
Isles; Scottish Environment Protection Agency;
University of Highlands and Islands; Members
of Scottish Youth Parliament; Tighean Innse Gall;
Hebridean Housing Partnership; Community Land
Sector; Third Sector Interface; and Western Isles
Emergency Planning Group.
David Maclennan, who chairs the Climate
Change Group, said: ”Whilst climate change is a
global issue, impacts in Scotland, and in the Outer
Hebrides, are already apparent. We can expect to
see more extreme weather events in the future – so
we need to take steps to reduce our own carbon
emissions and get ready to respond to a changing
climate and environment.”
“The new Climate Change Group will work
towards improving our understanding of climate
change in the Outer Hebrides and developing

The landmark legislation commits Scotland to
becoming a net-zero society by 2045 – five years
before the rest of the UK and in line with the advice
from the UK Committee on Climate Change.
Alasdair said: “Scotland is rightly recognised
as a world-leader in tackling climate change –
we were one of the first countries to declare a
climate emergency, and the SNP is now leading
by example by committing to achieve net-zero
greenhouse gas emissions by 2045.

The film makers were George Begent, Isi Oliver,
Sakshi Ortchison, Vasundhara Ortchison, Rachel
Ross-Jordan, Stuart Smith, Sarah Maciver, Ruth
Mackay, Molly Mackenzie – with assistance from
Keith Morrison of the Wee Studio, Fiona Rennie
and Louise Senior.
An-Dràsta! was produced with as part of Urras
Oigreachd Ghabhsainn and Urras Oigreachd
Chàrlabhaigh community LED by Energy
Champions project which is supported by the
Scottish Government’s Climate Challenge Fund.
The evening began with a talk from Ben InglisGrant, SNH’s Peatland ACTION Project Officer
hosted by Urras Oigreachd Chàrlabhaigh.

“Climate change is the biggest challenge facing
humanity, and the defining political issue for all of
us. We have a moral duty to future generations to
tackle climate change now and the forthcoming
Climate Change Bill delivers on that commitment.”

Funding for a new peatland restoration project
which aims to improve water quality, tackle climate
change and help protect Black Throated Divers and
Great Skua in the Outer Hebrides was confirmed
in celebration of International Bog Day on July 28.

The Global Climate Strike on 20 September
was a protest against the current climate crisis.
Young people from The Nicolson Institute joined
the event with a protest outside the Comhairle
nan Eilean Siar office in Stornoway – and a further
protest the following week.

Working alongside Scottish Water, Soval Estate
and Ranish Common Grazings Committee, the
Peatland ACTION project is starting on restoring 11
hectares of damaged and eroding peatland within the
Loch Orasaigh drinking water catchment area which
serves the North Lochs Water Treatment Works.

A large number of people attended the first
public screening of An-Dràsta! on Thursday
19th September at Clan MacQuarrie Centre in
Borgh. The film was made by young people

At a cost of £1,700 a hectare, the scheme offers
a relatively inexpensive way of tackling climate
change, as well as potentially reducing water
treatment costs by minimising the amount of peat

being washed into the loch - helping secure a
strategically important drinking water supply in
the Outer Hebrides. It will also help preserve the
local environment, with a recent survey confirming
the loch is home to two of Scotland’s protected
species – Black Throated Divers and Great Skua.
Sakshi Ortchison, one of the film-makers and
also a Member of the Scottish Youth Parliament,
also spoke to the audience. She explained that
for more than a year now, schoolchildren around
the world had been striking for climate change.
In May there was a protest in Stornoway. She
and Maria McGoldrick, from South Uist, the other
MSYP, attended a meeting of the Outer Hebrides
Community Planning Partnership meeting about
climate change. “They recognised climate change
was an issue here in the Western Isles but they
weren’t sure how to tackle it. We want to push
them to announce a climate emergency.” She
added: “Something needs to happen, something
needs to be done.”
She appealed for adults to stand up for “our
planet and our home”.
Earlier in September a Lewis-born chef and TV
celebrity appearing at the Hebrides International
Film Festival urged everyone to take the festival’s
environmental message seriously – so we can
safeguard the islands for future generations.
Bragar-born chef Angus Campbell, who has
enjoyed a lifelong career around the world said the
environment and climate change was “a subject
that we should be paying a whole lot more attention
to”. He said: “It should be on the tip of everybody’s
tongue because that is the only way we’re going to
secure the island for future generations.”

Wind-energy future riddle
N

a h-Eileanan an Iar MP, Angus Brendan
MacNeil has requested a meeting with
the UK Energy Minister, Kwasi Kwarteng MP,
and Ofgem to discuss the way forward for
island renewable projects.

believe to be the best way forward for the wind
farm. We will keep our partners and the local
community updated as we work our way through
these options.”

Government to ensure they make good on their
promise to deliver an inter-connector to the Outer
Hebrides.”

Three years ago, Lewis Wind Power (LWP),
a joint venture between Amec Foster Wheeler
and EDF Energy Renewables, bought the Uisenis
Wind Farm project. The wind farm has planning
consent for the development of 45 turbines with
a maximum capacity of 189 MW. This would be
enough to power 125,000+ homes.

Angus MacNeil MP said: “At just 240 MW the
two successful applications, Tolsta and Eishken,
are well below the 369-400MW needed for the
Interconnector to the mainland. Orkney and
Shetland fared no better with Orkney’s two
successful applications reaching only 37MW
of the 135MW needed and Shetland seeing no
successful applications at all.

But then in May this year, LWP transferred
ownership of the Uisenis project to the Oppenheim
family, owners of Eishken estate where the project
is situated.

“Scottish Islands have the best wind resources
in Europe and this is a missed opportunity. This is
not good news for the UK ‘s move from carbon to
cleaner energy.”

The Muaitheabhal Wind Farm - promoted by
Uisenis Power Limited – was earlier announced as
successful in the UK CfD auction. And a CfD has
been awarded to one other developer in the Outer
Hebrides - Druim Leathann Windfarm, at Tolsta.

The CfD scheme is the UK Government’s main
mechanism for supporting low-carbon electricity
generation and the awarding of contracts to local
developers will provide them with the confidence
to build out their projects.

SNP MSP for Na h-Eileanan an Iar Alasdair Allan
also expressed his disappointment at the results
of the UK Government’s Contracts for Difference
(CfD) Allocation Round 3.

However, Lewis Windpower was unsuccessful
in their bid for the Stornoway Windfarm.

Councillor Roddie MacKay, Leader of Comhairle
nan Eilean Siar said: “It is good news that two out
of three local developers have achieved a CfD.

This followed the outcome of the Contracts
for Difference (CfD) Allocation Round 3, which
now raises questions about the viability of an
interconnector to the Outer Hebrides.
Angus MacNeil MP said: "It would seem that the
UK Government and its Energy regulator Ofgem are
not working together. Ofgem require 369MW for
the transmission link. However, the two Lewis wind
farms, which were successful in CfD Round 3, total
240MW, way below what is required by Ofgem.”

In a statement on Friday September 20th, Mark
Vyvyan-Robinson, Lewis Wind Power director,
said: “Obviously, we are all incredibly disappointed
not to have secured a Contract for Difference after
a huge amount of work by the team to make the
project as competitive as possible.
“We now need to take some time to look at all
the options for the project, and to assess what we

"It is hugely disappointing, however, that
Stornoway Wind Farm has not achieved a CfD.
We will be speaking to developers to understand
how they wish to proceed in light of this news.
We will be speaking to SSE and Ofgem to see what
their proposals are to connect the CfD projects
and the pipeline projects to the grid.
"We will also be urgently engaging with the UK

“I am disappointed at the outcome of this UK
government CfD auction round. The race to the
bottom caused by this convoluted process has
meant that this outcome has potentially very serious
implications for the Western Isles Interconnector
and the renewable energy ambitions across the
island communities.”
While welcoming news of the Druim Leathann
project’s success, The Stornoway Trust said it
is disappointed that Lewis Wind Power was
unsuccessful in securing a contract.
Trust Chairman, Norman A Maciver said: ‘We

were aware of the fact that remote island wind
projects were competing against others which
do not share the disadvantages faced by island
communities. It was not a level playing field in that
sense. Shetland’s Viking project is – ostensibly – in
the same situation as the Stornoway Wind Farm, and
we sympathise with them, given their community’s
£10 million expenditure to get to this point’.
“One of our concerns as landlord has always
been the pivotal contribution that the Stornoway
Wind Farm project makes to the case for the
interconnector, upon which these and other
anticipated community wind farm schemes
depend."
On behalf of Sandwick North, Sandwick East,
Melbost Branahuie and Aignish Community
Energy companies, Rhoda Mackenzie called for
“a new approach” in developing renewables on
the Isle of Lewis. Rhoda said: “Comhairle nan
Eilean Siar and the Stornoway Trust have always
argued that the Lewis Wind Power wind farm
was essential to get a new interconnector to the
Western Isles.
“The logic of that argument is that the
interconnector cannot now happen, given LWP’s
failure in the subsidy auction.
“The right way forward is to increase the
capacity of the existing grid via new demand
through electrification and hydrogen, install
new storage via battery, and start working on an
upgrade of the existing Skye connector.”
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Youth Club
start-up backed
A

youth club has begun meeting again in
the Sandwick area and received start-up
funding from community wind farm charity
Point and Sandwick Trust.
Sandwick Youth Club meets in the Sandwick
Community Hall and is for all youngsters aged
eight to 12 who live within the SHARE (Sandwick
Hall and Recreation Enterprise) Association area,
which covers from Steinish through to Melbost.

Canned water
for whisky

The youth club meets on a Friday night during
term time and all youngsters are welcome to come
along and join by just filling in a form. All parents
are welcome to stay too and share any ideas they
may have for activities.

A

new taste has been added to the premium
brands emerging from the Western Isles –
canned Lewis water.

The club makes use of all the upstairs rooms in
the Sandwick Hall, from 6.30pm to 8pm, and is
attended by around 20 young people each night,
although around 35 young people are members.

Announced on Monday September 30th was the
online launch of ‘Larkfire’, described as ‘wild water
for whisky’ and sourced from land belonging to the
Stornoway Trust.

It is run by a committee of eight with a further 10
parent helpers assisting on a rota basis.

The water has been developed with co-operation
from the Trust, who will receive a percentage of the
can price of £1.
The company’s website says: “We travelled
across the length and breadth of Scotland looking
for the perfect water to mix with whisky. We
consulted master blenders, professors, chemists
and geologists. We learned that Lewis was made
up of some of the oldest rock in the world, Lewisian
gneiss, and that this rock was metamorphic and
insoluble making the water very soft.
“We discovered that by mixing the incredibly
soft and pure water from Lewis with whisky, we
could help unleash the whisky’s depth of flavour
and its true majesty.
“We also saw a way to help an island community.
Over a whisky or two (with local water) we worked
with The Stornoway Trust to bring Larkfire water
to your glass. We believe that all whiskies are
improved with the addition of our very soft, wild
water from the Isle of Lewis.”
Co-founder James McIntosh added: “In
Edinburgh and London you often see people add
regular tap water to an expensive scotch – the
problem is tap water has been recycled several
times before it even reaches your glass, and
chlorine and fluoride are added, interfering with
the delicate flavours found in whisky. Put simply,
tap water shouldn’t go anywhere near a good
scotch. Mixing Larkfire with whisky creates a
natural chemistry – complementing the whisky and
unlocking its hidden complexities, creating a drink
that is more enjoyable with greater depth.”
The water is available at a minimum order of 24
cans, for £24, from www.larkfire.com. There’s a £4
delivery charge.

PR agency is
taken over

L

L

ews Castle College was “delighted to
welcome” Kate Forbes MSP, Minister for
Public Finance and Digital Economy, to the
Stornoway campus on Monday September
30th.
This gave them the chance to show her how

Co-founder and Director of System2, Peter Kane,
joins the board of Quatro as an executive director
and will have key responsibilities for strategic
growth in Scotland and supporting the agency’s
wider UK operations.
Peter Kane said: “The team here is thrilled to
now be part of a UK-wide agency. Quatro has
an enviable reputation for success and expert
knowledge in the PR and public affairs fields. Being
part of that story going forward is exciting and we
will be working hard to build on the opportunities
that we have. My wife Suzanne and I created
System2 and are grateful for the help and support
that we’ve received in developing it.”
Quatro now has offices in London, Cardiff,
Manchester, Sheffield, and Inverness.

Kate also chairs the Scottish Parliament's
cross-party group in Gaelic. In March 2018, she
delivered an entire speech to the Parliament in
Gaelic during a plenary debate on the language.

£300,000 for community groups
A

community landlord in the
north of Lewis has reached
a significant landmark having
invested more than £300,000 in
various initiatives within the estate
area.

Urras Oighreachd Ghabhsainn
(Galson Estate Trust) was established
in 2007 following a buyout of the
land by local residents. The estate
runs to 56,000 acres, almost entirely
under crofting tenure, encompassing
22 townships, from Upper Barvas to
Port of Ness.
The Trust has set themselves
five key priorities for sustainable
development: poverty relief; training
and education; housing; improved
infrastructure and communication;
and, protection and conservation of
the environment.

The small amount of profit the tuck shop makes
goes back into paying for other club activities, such
as a Hallowe’en party, and the club is about to
start buying games equipment, having done some
canvassing of opinion and taken advice from Lewis
and Harris Youth Clubs Association on what would
be suitable.
Sandy Morrison, deputy chair of SHARE, said
of the youth club users about half of them will
“gravitate to the hall and kick a football” but no
one is forced to play sport if they don’t want to.
The club has acquired an electronic drum kit,
keyboards and a nail varnish kit to help entertain
some of the others.
The youth club restarted in April 2019 after
a break of a few years, triggered by renovations
being carried out on the hall. And the start-up grant
of £1,000 from Point and Sandwick Trust, which
operates the award-winning Beinn Ghrideag wind
farm for the benefit of the community, meant the
club started off on a good footing.
Sandy said: “The money from Point and Sandwick
got us started up without a financial burden over
our heads – that’s the basics of it. We could have
started without their support but we would have
been worrying about having a couple of £s for this
and a couple of £s for that.

Agnes Rennie and Lisa Maclean (UOG) presenting a
cheque for £10,000 to the Còmhla group

A key part of their activities in achieving
this revitalisation is through their community
investment fund, financed by the profits of a
three-turbine windfarm on the estate, and which
provides crucial support to various community
groups in the area.

ondon-based PR agency Quatro has
The fund is divided into four main strands:
acquired Scottish agency System2 based in support up to £1,000, £5,000 and £10,000, plus a
Inverness, which provides PR services for the growth fund for projects of scale.
Hebridean Celtic Festival and a variety of other
In total, more than 90 individual projects have
clients throughout the Highlands and Islands.
Quatro specialises in strategic communications,
political engagement and community consultation.

college staff and students are embracing digital
technology in everything from meteorology to
jewellery and fashion design.

The focus is on games and activities plus arts and
crafts and music. There is also unstructured play
time, where young people can just hang out, and
there is a tuck shop and free fresh fruit.

now been supported bringing the total investment
sum to in excess of £300,000. They encompass
a wide range of activities and groups, including
training equipment for the local first responders,
support for an Alzheimer’s dementia café,
support towards installation of toilet facilities at
the Eoropie Dunes playpark, Ness 5k/10k race,
Sporsnis fitness outreach projects, scrap clear-up
projects, cemetery improvements, and various
local heritage initiatives, to name just a few.
A recent £10,000 award to a new group took
the Urras over the £300,000 mark. “Còmhla” has
been set up by a group of local parents/carers with
caring responsibilities for children with additional
support needs. The group have received funding
and have already established group training
activities and have a series of guest speakers
attending their fortnightly meetings.
The group is chaired by parent Sarah Campbell,

who commented; “The support received from
the Urras will make a significant and positive
difference to lives. We are grateful for the support
and help provided by the Urras team to get things
off the ground.”
Urras Oighreachd Ghabhsainn Chair Agnes
Rennie said: “The Community Investment
Programme offers support to various groups and
this most recent award is an excellent example of
funding support, but also advice and guidance to
establish a group to ensure there is support in an
area where there is currently a significant gap.”
“In recent months the Urras also provided,
through its growth fund initiative, assistance of
£80,000 towards the redevelopment of Comunn
Eachdraidh Nis, the local historical society.”
The total building project was in excess of £1
million, involving several funding partners, with
the Urras also providing crucial back-up support
in terms of project management.
The refurbished facilities at the former Cross
Primary School site now boasts a new frontage,
extended café, additional exhibition space and
archive.
If anyone would like to find out more about the
newly established Còmhla Group, please contact
Sarah Campbell. Email: sarah.campbell@cne-siar.
gov.uk or Tel: 07825 024949

“Their start-up fund will allow us to run for a
year, but we still want the children to go out and
do their own fundraising – bag packing or whatever
– so that they’re raising the money themselves for
their outings and trips.”
Sandy said the youth club was a great antidote
to excessive use of technology such as mobile
phones. “To me, keeping the kids away from
gadgets is brilliant.”
He added that clubs like this recreated a little bit
of what island life used to be like for youngsters.
“We didn’t realise how lucky we were growing
up,” he said. “We had the YM and the Acres open
every night.” The YM centre was on the site where
the Bridge Centre stands now on Bayhead while
the Acres centre was on a part of Springfield Road
that no longer exists – where the sports centre now
stands.
“Now, you’ve got a lot more structured activities
in the town but the only place they’ve got to just
hang out is The Shed. There’s nothing open all the
time for them.”
Donald John MacSween, General Manager
of Point and Sandwick Trust, said: “Point and
Sandwick Trust is delighted that Sandwick YC has
started up again, offering a range of youth-related
activities in excellent facilities at Sandwick Hall.
“Sandy and his team have successfully
reinvigorated the club and it is attracting an
encouraging attendance of young people on a
weekly basis. The club will go from strength to
strength with such committed support from the
community, and PST are so committed to helping
the club prosper.”
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CALUM’S KEY ROLE IN
ISLAND SERVICE NETWORK
C

alum Macrae was recognised
recently for his 25 years of service to
Highland Office Equipment (HOE) and
to its customers across Lewis and Harris.
The Inverness based operation now has
around 300 digital printing machines of
varying sizes and capacities installed across
the Western Isles which continue to operate
constantly due to HOE’s same-day service
response.
Alex Main, the HOE Sales Director, said
“Calum has been a loyal and valuable
member of the HOE team and has been a
major contributor to our success in the
Western Isles where we have seen significant
growth over the last 25 years.

Calum Macrae, centre, with Alex Main, Sales Director,
and Steven Hoban, Digital Systems Sales Executive from HOE

Steven McLennan – HOE Service Director
said: “I am thrilled Calum has been with us
for 25 years and I cannot thank him enough
for the support he gives our clients in the
Western Isles.

Digital document solutions
and office equipment

“I look forward to many more years of
working together. The first-class service we
provide to our customers is helped by the
close connection Calum has with our call
control department in Inverness.
“Our customers call Inverness and from there
Calum is kept up to date with the calls so he
can respond promptly to repair the machines.
“As Calum has access to a comprehensive car
stock, we are delighted to maintain a 96% first
time fix rate for our Western Isles client base.”
Calum was presented with thank-you gifts
while in Stornoway Media Centre which is
one of HOE’s clients.
He recalled how one of his first jobs a quarter
of a century ago was in the same James Street
building when it was ND Macleod’s electrical
centre. With characteristic precision, Calum
recalled it was a Ubix 150Z machine. Ubix
was later absorbed by Konica which joined
later with Minolta.

Your local
Service Engineer:

Calum Macrae

Highland Office Equipment (HOE) have been equipping all sizes of
businesses in the Highlands and Islands since 1974.
We are passionate about giving all of our clients sound, ethical business
advice. Partnering with world-leading brands; Konica Minolta, Ricoh,
HP and Canon we can provide you with the best print, copy and scan
products.
Providing a truly local service with a response time of under 4 hours for
service calls on the island.

This year we are
celebrating 25 years on
Lewis and Harris with the
support of Calum Macrae.

01463 239 764
sales@highlandofficeequipment.com

www.highlandofficeequipment.com
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Happy trekkers

Winter plans for
trekking centre
T

By Annie Delin

they go to college or university.”

raigh Mhor Pony Trekking celebrated their
first year in business with an unusually
sunny September and a whole host of ideas
for new events and challenges for riders young
and old.

The company approached their first anniversary
with the news that they’ve been approved as a
member of the Trekking and Riding Society of
Scotland (TRSS). That came on top of recognition
from VisitScotland as a 4-star activity provider.
Business partner Leigh Minion said: “We have
had an incredible first year and an incredible
summer, with tourists from far and wide who have
often said it was the highlight of their holiday or
riding on a beach was always something they
wanted to do.
“We have achieved a few awards and have a
few more horses and ponies, as well as a new
cross-country course and show-jumps for our
arena. We also have employed two local girls from
North Tolsta to help out on our busy days. The
hope is that we can put them through training to
continue on with us for the summer period when

Traigh Mhor is always looking for new ideas to
match up with the ambitions of their customers,
including a gymkhana, summer show and showjumping day as well as very popular children's
camps. Some of the more unusual ideas included
horse yoga, dressage for beginners and own-apony days.
And there are plenty more to come as the
autumn and winter season moves on with a
programme including come-and-try jumping,
saddle club and another gymkhana on
Wednesday 23rd of October.
Not everything is targeted at young riders –
every Wednesday there are two adult happy hours
suitable for beginners, nervous riders or those
returning to riding after a long break.
And Traigh Mhor Pony Trekking is already
looking ahead to the festive season. Early booking
is advised for the Christmas light switch on with
dancing with horses, and the Santa Trot which
runs between 16th and 21st December. Christmas
gift vouchers for rides, treks, hacks and lessons are
also available.

Traigh Mhor trekking

Traigh Mhor Pony Trekking
North Tolsta 01851 890453
or at facebook Traigh Mhor Pony Trekking

DATES FOR THE DIARIES!
We have lots of exciting training and sessions planned as we tumble into autumn.

Come and try jumping (for the intermediate) ............................... Every Tuesday 5pm £10
Come and try jumping (for beginners) ............................................ Every Friday 5pm £10
Jumping league round 3 ..............................Tuesday 5th and Friday 8th of November £10
PM Beginners and Novices saddle club..................................................5th of October £30
AM Intermediate and Experienced
Own a pony day...................................................................................21st of October £35
Gymkhana....................................................................... Wednesday 23rd of October £20
Mini 1day competition
(dressage, SJ and cross country). ................................. Saturday 26th of October 9am £25
Every Wednesday 11am and 2pm adult happy hour............ £15 for an hrs riding. Suitable for
beginners, nervous or returning to riding.

Bmehaf_Yf\ÛYld]kkgfkYnYadYZd]$lj]ck$Z]Y[`ja\]k$`Y[ckYf\Zajl`\Yqja\]k&
%ONěCEěORĂNFTSON(CEGDOOL
Traigh Mhor Pony Trekking Christmas light switch on with Dancing with Horses..... Date TBC
Santa Trot ............................................................. 16th to the 21st December 5pm to 8pm
Christmas Gift Vouchers Available
Horse yoga
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Boost to family planning services

T

he number of family planning clinics where
NHS Western Isles is offering access to
contraception and family planning services has
recently been increased.
Three clinics are now available on a weekly
basis at the Western Isles Hospital (Monday 2pm5pm, Wednesday 9am-1pm and Thursday 9am1pm).

Individuals can simply book their appointment
by telephoning 01851 708035 to obtain
information, support and access to family planning
services.
Clinics will be held by the Consultant
Gynaecologist and although aimed at supporting
access to Long Term Acting Reversible (LARC)
forms of contraception – the most effective form for
family planning and for women who wish to space

their pregnancies – other forms of contraception
will be available to suit individual needs.

from a number of locations which include:
• GP Surgeries throughout the Western Isles

Individuals are reminded that family planning
and sexual health appointments can also be
booked at any GP Practice, even if it is not at their
own regular GP Practice.

• Health Information & Resources Service
(HIRS)
• Pointers Youth Cafe

Free condoms and lubricant gel are also
provided by NHS Western Isles and are available

WHY
RISK IT?

Thinking of having
sex or already in a
relationship?
For advice and access on the
long-term contraceptive method
right for you, contact your local
Family Planning Clinic.

Embark on
new activities
E

mbark Community Activities Project is an initiative of
Volunteering Hebrides, developed to widen access in
our community to a wide range of inclusive activities which
offer physical and mental health benefits at the same time as
providing fun, enjoyment and companionship for participants.
Volunteering Hebrides tries to offer something for everyone,
through our Community Cycling Project, Blue Moon Rowing
Club, Embark Woodland Adventures, Health Walks and social
activities (games afternoons, exercise groups, film events, minibus
trips, residentials' trips) with the emphasis firmly on participation,
confidence building, social interaction and positive health impacts.
Numerous modern studies and reviews demonstrate the benefits
to health and well-being of social interaction, outdoor/green space
activities and physical activity, and these aspects are at the core of
Embark’s programme.
“From experience we understand the barriers that can be
encountered in taking part in some of these activities, and our team
of trained and experienced staff and volunteers come fully equipped
to support participants at whatever stage of their journey to wellbeing that they might be, offering small group and bespoke activities,
even 1:1 sessions, as well as regular planned events, which currently
include: 4 times per month group-led cycle-rides, weekly health
walks and regular woodland adventure sessions.
“No equipment or special clothing is needed – Embark is fully
resourced for all of these activities and most activities are completely
free of charge.”
For more information about any of our projects, please contact
01851 702632 or email info@embark.org.uk

Appointments are held weekly
at Western Isles Hospital:
Monday
2pm-5pm
Wednesday 9am-1pm
Thursday
9am-1pm
Book your appointment today.
Tel. 01851 708035

• Health Promotion (Stornoway and Benbecula)

Raising Autism Awareness in the Western Isles

(Support Group)

Local Autism

& Additional Needs Support Group
Open to everyone who is affected by
Autism Spectrum Conditions.
Aut
• SUPPORT
& SHARE
EXPERIENCES
• DISCUSS ISSUES OF
COMMON CONCERN
• LEARN WHAT
RESOURCES
ARE AVAILABLE

Meets every 2nd Friday of the
month at 10am - 12pm
(excluding
school holidays)
Lewis Retirement Centre

The Failte Bayhead,
Centre, Bayhead,
Stornoway
Stornoway
HS1 2DU HS1 2DU

• ACTIVITIES

Need Emergency contraception?

Emergency contraception can be obtained free of charge
from local Emergency Departments, all pharmacists, or
dispensing GP Practices. Emergency contraception can be
taken within 72 hours of having unprotected sex, but is more
effective the sooner it is taken.

We welcome
parents and carers
of children and
adults with any additional
support needs.
T: 0744 442 5322

E: autism.eilean.siar@gmail.com

Autism Eileanan Siar
Reg. Charity Number SCO 45632

www.hebevents.com
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Alcohol and Pregnancy: What's the harm?

his year's International Foetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder
(FASD) Awareness Day fell on September 9, where the Outer
Hebrides Alcohol & Drug Partnership (OHADP) and NHS Western
Isles were spreading the word on how drinking alcohol during
pregnancy can cause harm to the unborn baby.

approach is not to drink alcohol at all, to keep risks to your baby to
a minimum.

Alcohol is damaging to the baby’s cells and cell growth. When a
pregnant woman drinks, the alcohol in her blood passes through the
placenta into the developing baby’s blood. As the foetus does not have
a fully developed liver it cannot break down the alcohol. Instead, the
alcohol circulates in the baby’s blood stream, destroying developing
cells and causing damage to the nervous system of the foetus at any
point during the nine months of pregnancy.

There is no cure for FASD and the effects last a lifetime, but the good
news is that FASD is preventable.

FASD describes a range of birth defects that can result in life-long
damage. The effects of FASD on a child can include serious behavioural
and social difficulties such as poor learning skills, hyperactivity,
attention and memory problems. The physical effects include heart
problems, limb or kidney damage, eye and hearing problems.
Women may not realise the affect that drinking whilst pregnant
can have, so to be sure that your baby will not be born with any of
the Feotal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders, the message is clear - avoid
alcohol. No alcohol = no risk.
The Chief Medical Officer’s guideline for both men and women is
that to keep health risks from alcohol to a low level it is safest not to
drink more than 14 units a week on a regular basis. If you are pregnant
or think you could become pregnant, or breastfeeding, the safest

Take the time to think about spending the nine months of pregnancy
free from alcohol and if you are worried about alcohol use during
pregnancy do talk to your doctor or midwife.

Research has shown that early intervention and appropriate
treatment can improve a child’s development and help them towards a
more independent life.
If you would like more information on how to reduce your alcohol
intake in preparation for a pregnancy, visit the Scottish Government’s
‘Count14’ website which offers helpful information on reducing your
drinking, as well as a useful drinks calculator to help monitor the
amount of units you drink. Visit: www.count14.scot
NHS Inform also provides useful information on alcohol during
pregnancy which can be accessed at: www.nhsinform.scot/healthyliving/alcohol
In addition, the National Organisation for Foetal Alcohol Syndrome
– UK (NOFAS-UK) offers information on FASD, promoting education
for professionals and public awareness about the risks of alcohol
consumption during pregnancy. Visit: www.nofas-uk.org
If you would like more information on FASD please contact the
Outer Hebrides ADP Support Team on 01851 762022 or visit our
website: www.outerhebadp.com

New community
walk launching
in October

T

he ‘Walk on Hebrides’ project has launched a bimonthly community walk in Tiumpanhead in October.
The walks will take place on the first and third Monday
of each month, meeting at the Tiumpanhead Community
Centre at 2pm. Everyone is welcome to join in.
The walk on the first Monday of the month will be a short
walk; anything from 10 minutes to 1 hour, depending on how
far the group wishes to walk.
The walk on the third Monday of the month will be longer
(about 1 hour). Everyone is welcome to join in and the route is
buggy friendly.
You do not need to register beforehand, just come along on
the day.
For more information on Tiumpanhead community walks
please contact: Jana Grimm, Walk Leader. Tel: 07901 706 872
or visit Facebook ‘Tiumpan Head Community Association’.

Healthy Helpings Self-referral Form
Name
Date of Birth
Address
Phone number(s)
Email:
GP Practice:
Estimated Weight:

Est. Height:

Have you ever
tried to lose weight
before? If so, state
what you’ve tried:
Existing medical
conditions:
Current
medication(s):
Any dates you are
unable to attend?
Signature:

Date:

Please return this completed form to:
Department of Nutrition & Dietetics, Western Isles Hospital,
Macaulay Road, Stornoway, Isle of Lewis HS1 2AF.
Alternatively you can scan and email your completed form to:
wi-hb.dietetics@nhs.net
Tick if you would prefer a one-to-one session for weight loss support.
Please note. We will assess your referral for suitability for inclusion in
Healthy Helpings. You may be offered a one-to-one appointment instead to
ensure that you get the most appropriate support for you.
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Added focus on care and support from relocated cancer centre
O

ffering a place of support and comfort to those affected
by cancer, the relocated WICCI Centre is now open in
Cromwell Street, Stornoway offering complementary therapy,
counselling, social activities and information.
There are many researched and evidenced benefits to receiving
complementary therapies such as Reiki, Indian Head Massage,
Reflexology, and oncology massage during and after cancer
treatment. According to Cancer Research UK complementary
therapy treatments can “help aide relaxation, reduce stress, relieve
anxiety and increase your general sense of health and wellbeing.”
It was for these reasons we looked to develop a Support Centre and
were delighted to receive support from our main partner Macmillan
Cancer Support Scotland to do so.
WICCI (Western Isles Cancer Care Initiative) was established in 2017
in partnership with Macmillan Cancer to support people who were
affected by cancer, primarily through the provision of a Social Fund;
up to £500 is available to help individuals currently receiving treatment
with the costs associated with their treatment. To date we have funded
over 190 applications for funding; granting around £90,000.
It was through these grants that we began to receive feedback from
recipients regarding wider difficulties experienced in the course of
their treatment – travel costs to appointments on the mainland (and
up to Stornoway from the Southern Isles), and living with side effects
after cancer treatment – these came up again and again.
On the issues of patient and escort travel, we created a petition to
the Scottish Government to ask them to intervene in the Health Board
decision making processes to support more families at a time when travel
stress should be the least of their worries. On this issue, we are now

working as part of a Patient Travel Working Group to review the Patient
Travel process and aim to look at the overall policy of the Health Board.
On the subject of after treatment issues and side effects, we were
very fortunate to receive two large donations in 2018 from the Airport
Fire crews who did a sponsored cycle for us and from Pentland Wind
Farm, which enabled us to look at expanding our provision. We also
launched a gofundme page, which raised £5000 to help towards the
costs of fitting out our new centre.
In July 2019 we opened the new WICCI Support Centre, based
on Cromwell Street. Our ‘sanctuary’ now houses our office, a large
meeting space for social activities and two treatment rooms – one for
counselling and the other for complementary therapies.
We have enlisted the support of around 12 different professional,
qualified therapists to help us deliver services in the centre. They
are paid by WICCI to provide treatments and the individual affected
by cancer receives their session free of charge. We are offering 6
free treatments, with the option of discounted treatments should the
individual and therapist feel it is needed.

and anyone affected by cancer is welcome to come along. We
usually have around 10 people turning up, ranging from all ability of
singer and the main sound that you hear is laughter! It is a really fun,
energising afternoon. All are welcome.

Our first treatments were started in the first week of September
and we have now delivered 6 different treatment and counselling
days, supporting 14 individuals. Some of the comments we have
received include “feeling a lot better, thank you”, “it was wonderful”,
“really enjoyed massage”, “very relaxing, professional therapist”,
“wonderful experience”, “I’ll be back for more”.

We will also be holding other sessions throughout the year, so
keep an eye out on our Facebook page @wiccioffice, our website
www.wicci.org.uk and also through the welovesty page where we
are developing a specific WICCI page.

We are also developing our ‘social’ area, where we hope to run
information sessions, get togethers and support sessions. Our main
activity in this space at the moment is the ‘Hebridean Harmony’
-singing for pleasure group - that meets every Monday from 2.30pm

Unit 1, 87 Cromwell Street, Stornoway, Isle of Lewis, HS1 2DG

For more information, please contact us, follow us or just drop by
to say hello!
Tel: 706721 Social Media @wiccioffice
Website www.wicci.org.uk
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Families mark
82 years of
married life
O
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Pictures show
Catherine and Duncan
Macleod getting
married on September
17th 1964, and
Catherine’s parents
Donald and Christina
on the same date in
1937. Duncan and
Catherine are also
shown with some of
their 10 grandchildren
earlier this year (family
pictures).

By Annie Delin

n Tuesday September 17th, a Newmarket couple
celebrated an 82nd wedding anniversary – although not
all the years were their own!
Duncan and Catherine Macleod were in fact marking their own
55th anniversary, but Christine’s parents, Donald and Christina
Grant, were married on the same day in 1937.
The date was not a coincidence, as Catherine said. “We only
picked the date as a way to get around my mother, who thought I was
too young to wed. My Dad thought it was lovely of us to pick that
date and I was a daddy’s girl. We also got engaged on the same day
as them, but we honestly didn’t know that!”
Catherine’s dad, a Skye-man, was a piper and shinty player who
worked as a bus driver. Her mother was born in Glasgow and brought
up in Leurbost, returning to Glasgow, aged eight, and speaking only
Gaelic. She later did office work and had a family of two boys and
an only daughter, Catherine.
When she got engaged, Catherine was working for a Glasgow
travel agents and Duncan was a marine engineer at Yarrow’s
shipbuilders, a major firm based in the Scotstoun district of Glasgow
on the River Clyde. A new job with ICI in Dumfries meant he was
travelling up to Glasgow to see his fiancée, so a quick marriage was
agreed.
A few years later the Macleods, with their young family of three
sons – Duncan Iain, Grant and Colin – moved to Lewis when
Duncan got work with Lewis Offshore at Arnish. They settled in the
home in Newmarket where they still stay, and Catherine found work
as a secretary at Laxdale School.
Catherine’s parents also moved to Lewis in 1975 and stayed in
Garrabost until they passed away, Donald in 1995 and Christina in
2008. They also had been married for more than 55 years.
The ‘young’ couple, who married at Grant Street Free Church in
Glasgow in 1964, now have 10 grandchildren as well as three sons,
the youngest of whom, Colin, has been keeping them on their toes
with his exploits swimming the Minch.

Dancers head for Disneyland Paris
A

By Annie Delin

morning of Tuesday 26th.

team of young dancers from Lewis and Harris are
building up excitement for a trip to Disneyland Paris in
November.

“The dancers are excited to use their traditional Highland skills
and knowledge in a contemporary way, but it will be a busy, nonstop long weekend, with all the travel included too."

But the trip is far from just magic and holidays – the 11 dancers,
aged from seven to 14 years old, are to compete and perform at
international level for the first time at the International Gathering
of Scottish Highland Dance, from November 21st to 25th.

It's a punishing schedule for such a young group, but their
enthusiasm knows no bounds. They've been working hard to
help raise the funds to cover the trip – the group has to cover the
Disney package, plus two return flights by Loganair and EasyJet
and accommodation before and afterwards.

The dancers are all members of the Claire Wilson School of
Dance, and include dancers from Ness, Stornoway, the Westside
and Harris. They're representing the Western Isles among
thousands of others from across Scotland and the world, in an
intense programme which includes parades, competitions and
performances.
As well as competitions at different levels from pre-premier
to championship, the dancers will all be entering in the themed
challenges. For the duo competitions Abigail and Ellie, from
Harris, are dancing as Donald and Daisy Duck; Emma, from
Harris and Dulcie, from Ness, will ‘step-in-time’ as chimneysweeps from Mary Poppins and Erin and Eilidh from Breasclete
will be Tweedledum and Tweedledee from Alice in Wonderland.
The whole group will then enter the group category and have
choreographed a piece representing Snow White and the seven
dwarves, with extra characters including the wicked stepmother
and the handsome prince.
Claire told EVENTS: "We'll be leaving Stornoway on the
evening of Wednesday November 20th and flying to Edinburgh
for an overnight before the early flight to Paris the next day. On
arrival, we hope to squeeze in a trip to the city as for some of
the dancers, this will be their first time abroad, or even their first
time on a plane!
“The dancers will be in competitions, performances and
pre-parades every day from Thursday evening to Monday
morning, flying from Paris on Monday 25th and home in the

Claire said: "We've been holding fundraising events like bingo
nights, quiz nights, big breakfast mornings and lots of raffles and
hampers. The local communities have been of great support and
it is very much appreciated.
“The dancers themselves have taken tables at the summer
shows selling lemonade, cookies, and homemade crafts and
have been busy entertaining guests and tourists throughout the
summer to help add to our Disney fundraising pot."
All are determined not just to dance well but to look good
– as well as the new Claire Wilson 'team strip' of jacket and
leggings they have tartan Mickey Mouse ears sewn by Claire's
mum Robina Wilson, who is also making the team costumes for
each choreographed piece. They hope that with a final push in
their fundraising efforts they will be able to add some special
items to their outfits.
"We're all really proud to be representing the Western Isles,"
said Claire. "This is the first trip abroad for some of the dancers
and they are excited, but they are also practicing extremely
hard. We make a great team so far, parents and dancers all
coming together to make this a memorable experience!"
Anyone who is able to support the dancers' trip to the
International Gathering at Disneyland Paris can contact Claire at
clairewilsonschoolofdance@hotmail.com
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Top award for Tarbert firm

ast-growing Tarbert-based company Essence of Harris –
which includes outlets in Inverness and Aberdeen – has come
home with another major business award.
The company won the ‘Outstanding Performing Small Business’
award at the 2019 Highland Business Awards, part of the seventh
Highland Business Week
The awards recognise and celebrate the achievements of businesses
and individuals throughout the region.
Inverness Chamber of Commerce is the largest and most ambitious
independent business organisation based in the Highlands &
Islands. It actively campaigns for investment in digital and transport
infrastructure, to ensure that the specific needs of our region’s
business community are met.
Inverness Chamber of Commerce actively collaborates with key
partners across the Highlands & Islands including a wide range of
public sector partners and other Chambers of Commerce.
Highland Business Awards took place at the Drumossie Hotel, Old
Perth Road, Inverness

On Friday 27th September Beth Shannon, pictured right, the
Marketing and Communications Manager for Essence of Harris,
said: “We are absolutely delighted to be bringing the award for
‘Outstanding Performing Small Business’ back to Harris today – we
are over the moon!
“I felt very proud to accept it on behalf of the team in Harris,
Inverness and Aberdeen. A lovely surprise for all of us.
“A big thank you to Inverness Chamber of Commerce for a
lovely event - we are heading home with smiles on our faces.
#HighlandBizWeek

T

Business founder Jamie McGowan is in China at present on a
business marketing trip to the city of Shenzhen and other areas of
the country. Jamie had earlier been in New Delhi in Inida. He told
welovestornoway.com: "I am in China at the moment, but this just
happened in Inverness, I am so proud of the team."

Another winner at the ceremony was multi-award-winner
Gaelforce Group – founded in the 1980s in Stornoway by Stuart
Graham and now a worldwide company based in Inverness. They
took the prize as Best Newcomer to Exporting.

Scottish Salmon Company sold

he Scottish Salmon Company, one of the Outer
Hebrides biggest private-sector employers, has been
acquired by a firm in the Faroe Islands in a £516m deal.

The company is the second-largest salmon farming firm by harvest
volume in Scotland, producing 29,913 metric tons of salmon in
2018 and 18,463 metric tonnes of salmon in the first half of 2019.
It reported net operating revenues of £111.8 million for the first half
of this year.

Bakkafrost is reported to be taking a 69% shareholding in the
Edinburgh-based company from the current majority owner, the
private equity firm Northern Link. The stake is valued at £356m and
the offer will trigger a mandatory offer for the remaining equity.

SSC CEO Craig Anderson said: “The board of SSC considers this
offer to be in the best interest of all shareholders as it realises the
material value that has been created after nine successive quarters
of growth."

Bakkafrost is a salmon farming company based in Glyvrar on the
island of Eysturoy. It is the largest fish farming company in the Faroe
Islands, and one of the biggest private employer in the islands.

The new owner expects significant savings from supplying its own
fish food to SSC farms.

Bakkafrost says it is one of the world's most vertically integrated
salmon farming companies as it controls all aspects of production –
from feed to finished value added products. This ensures unrivalled
traceability and consistent high quality, it says.
The Scottish Salmon Company, which has been quoted up to now
on the Oslo stock exchange, operates from 60 sites and has more
than 600 employees in total, including at a variety of sites on the
Western Isles. This includes the Harris & Lewis Smokehouse with
it's six-day a week, all-day restaurant on Sandwick Road, Stornoway.
SSC owns exclusive genetic rights to grow Native Hebridean

Bakkafrost CEO Regin Jacobsen said: “The Scottish Salmon
Company represents an attractive acquisition at this juncture
providing exposure to the attractive and premium Scottish salmon
farming region with potential for synergies and transfer of best
practices.”
Salmon, which it claims is “stronger, leaner, and noticeably
firmer” than Atlantic salmon. It has an extensive social marketing
programme, including support for the Western Isles teams attending
the International Islands Games.

The company said: “Bakkafrost is committed to strong cooperation
with local communities and authorities and hopes to stimulate
employment through significant investment in the business.
“Additionally, Bakkafrost is committed to ongoing work to
strengthen the Scottish regulatory framework,” it said.

Tasty successes from Lewis
T

By Annie Delin

hree Lewis businesses celebrated on
Wednesday September 18th after hearing
news that their products had been awarded
one of this year’s Great Taste Awards.
Great Taste, organised by the Guild of Fine
Food, has been described as the ‘Oscars’ of the
food world and the Great Taste logo gives foodlovers a sign to trust when buying quality food
and drink.
Charles Macleod Butchers received no less than three of the tasty endorsements – two
stars for their iconic black pudding and a simply delicious one-star award for both their
white pudding and haggis. A spokesperson said: “We are thrilled to have received Great Taste
Awards for our black pudding, white pudding and haggis this year - a great honour to belong
to such a prestigious group of products!”
Uig Lodge Smoked Salmon has received a star for their hand-sliced side of salmon and Stag
Bakeries’ Cajun Water Biscuits also earned them a star. The light, crisp water-biscuits have a
balanced bite and a warm flavour using Cajun spice.
A spokesman for Stag Bakeries said: “We’re delighted to have won a star for a new product
introduced in 2019. It keeps our run going of winning a Great Taste Award every year since
2002 and we are very pleased that the judges enjoyed the product.”
The awards were decided after over 500 judges came together at 75 judging days from
March through to early July. In total, 12,772 products were rated, with 1,326 foods grabbing
two stars and 3,409 awarded a one-star stamp.
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Adding
water to
Peat and
Diesel!
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An Lanntair Chief Executive Elly Fletcher and local Councillor Iain
MacAulay pictured at the new Top Up Tap
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Peat & Diesel helped to launch the new Top-Up Tap

I

sles' music sensation Peat & Diesel joined children from Back
Primary School to unveil a new Scottish Water Top Up Tap
outside An Lanntair Arts Centre on Kenneth Street, Stornoway,
on Thursday September 12th.
The hi-tech tap, which digitally tracks water usage and records cost
savings, is part of a nationwide campaign by Scottish Water which
aims to get more people to carry a reusable bottle. Your Water Your
Life aims to encourage more people to drink tap water on the go to
stay hydrated, save money and protect the planet by using refillable
bottles.
The Stornoway tap is the twelfth to be installed so far, with a total
of 70 planned to appear across Scotland over the next 18 months.
Tracey Gourlay, of Scottish Water, said: "We're delighted to bring
our expanding network of Top Up Taps to the Western Isles, helping
local residents and visitors to Stornoway stay hydrated while they are
out and about. I'd like to thank the team at An Lanntair for all their
help and support over recent months.
"We're encouraging everyone to top up from the tap as much as
possible and get into the habit of carrying a refillable bottle when
they leave the house - it benefits health and wellbeing, reduces waste
and saves people money."

P6 pupil Aaron Davis (9) from Back
Primary School is the first to fill his
refillable bottle from the new Top Up Tap

P6 and P7 pupils from Back Primary School say cheers to Scottish Water's new Top Up Tap outside
the An Lanntair Arts Centre in Stornoway

Innes Scott, of Peat & Diesel, said: "In the islands more than most
places we see the effects of single use plastics on our beaches and
beyond. The kids from Back have the right idea when it comes to
drinking water: tap's the way we do it in the Western Isles."
Elly Fletcher, Chief Executive of An Lanntair, said: "Scottish Water's
Top Up Tap is a fabulous initiative. Here at An Lanntair, we are
passionate about environmental issues and have been working hard
over recent years to stop using single-use plastics and to reduce our
carbon footprint.
"This weekend, we even did a Sponsored 'Walk to Work' to
celebrate the launch of our Travel Plan and raise funds for a new
cycle shelter in the town, walking across the island from the Callanish
Stones to Stornoway - we could certainly have done with filling up
from the Top Up Tap when we arrived back from this 16.5 mile walk!
"We are delighted Scottish Water have chosen to locate the Top Up
Tap on our forecourt - I'm sure that it is going to be very popular with
everyone living in and visiting the town."
Local Councillor Iain MacAulay added: "The Comhairle is
very pleased to support this initiative which will make a positive
contribution in our efforts, as a community, to reduce plastic usage.
This 'Top Up Tap' will be a useful addition to Stornoway Town Centre
and I am sure that it will be well used by locals and visitors alike."
The refill point - giving access to free, fresh and clean drinking
water at the push of a button - is connected to the mains water supply
and will be inspected regularly.
For more information on our campaign visit YourWaterYourLife.
co.uk or join us on Facebook @YourWaterYourLifeSW

Pupils from Back Primary School pictured with Peat & Diesel at the Top Up Tap

£2,467 raised for baby Daniel
T

By Annie Delin

he 2019 Ness Tractor Run on Saturday September
21st could not have enjoyed a better day for a
very worthwhile cause.
In all, 58 tractors turned out to trundle the route up
to Port and back to Cross, making a fine spectacle and
raising plenty of noise on the route.
The total collected on the day was £2,467 – and every
penny will go to support the local family of baby Daniel,
who has still to face further operations and hospital
treatment.
Tractors ready to roll (Ness Tractor Run)

Parents Craig Macleod and Catherine Kennedy say they
are very appreciative of the community's support and

help for Daniel's upcoming hospital visits, which mean
weeks away from home either in Glasgow or Manchester.
Collecting buckets were out at Cross Hall; at Commun
Eachdraidh Nis, where refreshments were served after the
run; and at local businesses including the Old Barn Bar
and Cross Inn, and the Wobbly Dog, both of whom who
donated 10% of their takings.
The organisers of the run thanked everyone who
turned out with their tractors for the run and especially
Kirsty and Eilidh for collecting the money, Scottish Fire
and Rescue Service for traffic control, Tanky and Iain
Macsween for directing the parking and to all who took
photos and videos.
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LIFE-SAVING AID HEADS EAST

A

By Annie Delin

new shipment of aid was being prepared to leave Stornoway
for Moldova during September – made up of lifesaving fire
and rescue equipment, and the skills to use it.
Three former Stornoway firefighters have spent the past months
working with Blythswood Care and SERA – the Scottish Emergency
Rescue Association – to prepare a 12-tonne Mercedes fire appliance
for the long journe.
Mechanic Ian Murray, electrician David Campbell and council
greenkeeper Alec Maclennan have taken annual leave from
Wednesday September 25th to join up with a SERA convoy in
Edinburgh as they drive two fire engines and two ambulances the
2,200 miles to Nisporeni.
The retired Stornoway fire appliance was made available for the
charity effort by Fire Scotland, as Ian explained: “It’s like updating
your phone – the phone still works but you might want the additional
capabilities of a new model. When that happens with fire appliances
they still have thousands of hours use in them, but they may not be up
to current standards here and are decommissioned by Fire Scotland.
“We have been fortunate to get access to three such appliances to
prepare for deliver from Stornoway over the past three years, and over
500 sets of breathing apparatus have already gone over to Eastern
Europe.”
The importance of such equipment can’t be overstated. Ian
explained that Moldovan fire services can be available in larger
communities but not in rural places, comparable to having a service
in Stornoway, but not in Ness or Leverburgh.
In SERA’s first year of operation (2007) a young girl drowned in a
river on the very day the Scottish team arrived in Serbia – firefighters
did not have the equipment to carry out a rescue nor recover the
young girl's body from the river. Returning in 2008 with fire engines,
an ambulance and water rescue equipment, the SERA team were
met by a Serbian firefighter who had driven for three hours to tell
of a rescue of a father and three children trapped in a car in a river.
Before the equipment and training had been donated, he said that the
children would have certainly died and possibly the father as well. A
spokesman for SERA said: “This was the reason he drove three hours
each way just to say thank you and the night we decided that we can't
stop what we were doing.”
The Stornoway team has been involved in the annual aid convoy
for several years, and Ian himself has made the trip seven times.
But much of the work is done well before the team even get their
refurbished vehicle to the Stornoway ferry.
Ian said: “Bringing the redundant fire equipment to Stornoway
means the combined efforts of the island business community can
go towards a mammoth servicing and upgrading task. Not just the
appliance itself, but redundant Fire Scotland equipment such as

Ian Murray, Charlie Nicolson, Alec Maclennan and David Campbell

water pumps, road traffic trauma kits, uniforms and breathing
apparatus will be taken over and the ambulances will meet the need
for transport to take casualties to medical help.
“We’ve had tremendous help from island people with servicing,
body-work and raising funds to buy additional essentials like
generators. The work we have all done on the appliance and
equipment means it’s good to carry on for 10 years of useful life.
All that is possible thanks to donations of funds and services from
numerous local businesses and organisations.”
The three Stornoway men are part of a 13-man team who will
travel from Edinburgh via Hull and Rotterdam, driving four-hour
shifts round the clock. Then they start training up to 40 firefighters
in the use of ladders, breathing apparatus and road traffic collision
equipment.
Representing the community of Stornoway will be Councillor
Charlie Nicolson, who is a trustee of SERA and who heads to
Moldova by air, with a programme of additional work including the
distribution of aid to schools and community centres.
Ian said: “I love it. It’s so rewarding meeting the guys and becoming

friends with them. I have learnt a few words of the language and I
keep in touch with them on social media. Even here at home it’s
really rewarding – everybody seems to want to get involved, which
is amazing.”
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£14.3m Tarbert
ferry works
C

aledonian Maritime Assets Limited (CMAL) has awarded
a £14.3 million contract to civil engineering and building
contractor, RJ McLeod Limited, to carry out upgrade works at
Tarbert Ferry Terminal.
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Norrie’s 18,000ft skydive
for charity
A

By Annie Delin

The infrastructure upgrade work at Tarbert is part of the Skye
Triangle Infrastructure Project, which involves significant harbour
upgrades at the three ports at Tarbert, Lochmaddy and Uig.

Point councillor has found a great way to pay tribute to the
charity which is providing so much for his elderly mother
– he’s going to jump out of plane in aid of Alzheimer Scotland.

The work is designed to improve and modernise harbour facilities
and prepare the way for new vessels which are still under construction
at the now-Government-owned Ferguson shipyard on the Clyde,
where work has fallen years behind schedule.

Norman ‘Norrie Tomsh” Macdonald is planning an 18,000ft
skydive, the highest jump in the world, during an otherwise relaxing
week of golf with friends in the USA.

Councillor Uisdean Robertson, Chairman of the Transportation
and Infrastructure Committee, said: “We warmly welcome the
announcement of this significant upgrade to the Ferry Terminal in
Harris.
“Whilst ferry services in the islands face many challenges, it is
good to see that, as well as improving facilities and infrastructure
which will benefit the travelling public, this development should
also provide much needed local employment directly and indirectly
through engagement with the local supply chain.”
RJ McLeod will be responsible for completing all civil engineering
works for the initial phase of the harbour upgrade project, including
pier reconstruction and extension, land reclamation and seabed
dredging.
The work will commence this month and is expected to be
completed in spring 2021. CalMac will continue to operate ferry
services during the works.
A new terminal building will be constructed after the completion of
the civil engineering works. This will be dealt with under a separate
contract, at a later date.
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“A crowd of Stornoway golf folk are going on a big trip to Orlando,
Florida, where we are going to be playing on TPC Sawgrass, a
championship course with an iconic 17th hole which is practically
on an island, surrounded by water.
“We’ll be playing golf on alternate days, so on our ‘down’ days
we had planned various things such as visiting Cape Canaveral and
someone suggested the sky dive. Three of us – Bob Rankin, Allan
Macleod and myself are skydiving and I thought, as long as I’m
jumping out of a plane, why not do it for charity?”
The tandem skydive is at Titusville in Florida at 9am on Thursday
October 24th. Norrie picked Alzheimer Scotland as the charity to
support because of his experience with his mother’s illness, which he
describes as ‘a fog’ which has come down over her in recent years.
Murdina Macleod (Murdag a’ mhate) was a teacher at Aird School
for many years and is well-known to the many children who she
taught during a long career.
Norrie said: “She can still remember every pupil she ever taught.
She’s old school, very proper, believes in discipline and tuts about
grammar and punctuation, in English and in Gaelic.”
In his regular column in the West Highland Free Press, Norrie
recently wrote: “Dementia has robbed her of her independence, her
ability to cope on her own and … a little bit of her dignity. From
jumping into her car, picking up her friends and going shopping…
she is now totally dependent on Joey (Macaskill), her wonderful carer
and, to a much lesser extent, her immediates and her ‘weakest link’,
me.”
Three visits a week to the Alzheimer Scotland group at Grianan
in Stornoway keep Murdag active and alert and Norrie says: “In all
honesty, I don’t know where we’d have been without them over the

past 12 months.”
For that reason, and because his own daughter Karen is the
Alzheimer Scotland fundraiser on Lewis and Harris, he’s aiming to
raise £1,500 with his jump, and is already more than half-way there.
Characteristically witty, Norrie says: “All I have to do is fall out of a
plane, which doesn’t take much.
“They’re looking at changing the electoral representation for local
authorities anyway, down to two councillors from three. Maybe
they’ll get it sooner than they think.”
You can support Norrie’s fundraising for Alzheimer Scotland at this
link: https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/norrietjumpsfromaplane

Local musical charity launched

The picture shows Andrew with his trophy on Saturday (Harris Gun Club).

Season starts
with a win

A

By Roz Macaskill
local community organisation has received charity status
recently.

Torman was formed earlier this year and aims to provide funding
and support to those who live between Garynahine and Dalmore,
and who wish to take part in music, singing, dancing and other
cultural activities.

for us to provide the means for children to access music lessons and
workshops and keep the arts culture going for the next generation.
"There are obviously difficulties for people who have a big family
– there were seven in mine and I know my parents did a great deal
of work to send us all to music lessons!

he shooting season started with a win for 16-year-old
Chairperson, Shona Macmillan, stated: "In the last month, we
Andrew Hughson on Saturday, September 21st at the Aline finally managed to set up a bank account and we also gained the
Forest base of Harris Gun Club.
charity status. This means all our accounts are transparent, so people

"In future, our grand plan is to be able to support tutors in the area
to deliver lessons, and save children having to go to town or stay in
town after school. We want them to enjoy learning in their local
community. We are in contact with Community Education and with
local parents to find out what is currently being offered and where
we could fill in the gaps.

Andrew triumphed in a shoot-off with Peter Don Smith to take
home the down-the-line Harris Gun Club trophy.

"Everyone is welcome to approach us – even people who are a
wee bit older but want our support!"

T

It’s an excellent start for Andrew, who needs to accumulate as
many high scores as he can to be in with a chance of selection for the
Scottish team. Any high-scoring wins between now and May, with a
minimum of five wins, will put him in line for selection.
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can see what we spend our money on.
"It also builds up trust, makes us official and hopefully means
people won't be shy about approaching us, as they know who we
are and what we are wanting to do."
Torman launched itself into the community with a fundraising
concert back in March and held a competition which resulted in
local schoolchildren creating the group's new logo.
As a result of the concert and a £150 donation from local councillor
ward funding, the group were able to assist a number of children to
attend Fèis Eilean an Fhraoich from 22nd to 26th July. Shona related:
"Instead of them paying the going rate of £40, we were able to
subsidise them, so they only paid £10 a head, which was brilliant.
"Because the islands are such a Gaelic heartland, it's important

The organisation's ethos can be summed up in the name they've
chosen – Torman. "It's a Gaelic word for the drone of the bagpipes,"
Shona revealed. "We were trying to think of something catchy and
Torman really says we are here, and we are making a noise!
"We are very much looking forward to being in the position of
offering help to keep the arts culture alive and pass on to the next
generation."
Torman's most recent fundraiser was a bingo night in Carloway
Community Centre on Friday 20th September.
To get in touch with Torman, please contact torman18@hotmail.
com or find them on Facebook.
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Sad loss
of Mairi
Bremner

ributes poured in at the end of September after the news
broke of the sad passing of former Comhairle nan Eilean
Siar Councillor Mairi Bremner, pictured third from right at a
Hebridean Housing Partnership event in Barra earlier this year.

The Comhairle flags at offices in Balivanich and Stornoway were
flying at half-mast as a tribute from Monday September 23rd. Her
funeral took place on Friday September 29th in St Michael’s Church,
Ardkenneth, South Uist.
Born in September 1945, Mrs Bremner became one of the most
prominent figures in Uist and Western Isles life over many years and
was still active in a number of public roles. She was a passionate
advocate for the Gaelic language and culture.
Mairi was formerly a primary school teacher and ran her own
business with her husband Robert for many years.
She was a Councillor with CnES for 24 years, representing the
former Iochdar ward, and chaired the Social Work committee from
1986-2003 when she stood down as a councillor. She was also ViceChair of the Policy & Resources committee as well as holding many
other prominent positions including Chair of Human Resources and
being a Comhairle representative on COSLA.

years, Robert, her family and her many friends.”

condolences to Mairi’s husband, Robert, and their sons, Aeneas
and Steven, along with Mairi’s wider family, and many friends and
colleagues who remain in our thoughts and prayers at this difficult
time."

Mairi also served as a non-Executive Director of the Western Isles
Health Board and on Comunn na Gàidhlig’s board.

In comments on Monday September 23rd, the Hebridean Housing
Partnership said: “Today marks a very sad occasion for us as a
Partnership as we learned of the sudden passing of one of our longest
serving Board members, Mairi Bremner.

She was the longest serving Board Member of the Hebridean
Housing Partnership, as well as being involved in smaller community
organisations. For instance, she acted as Gaelic adjudicator at Mòd
Ionadail Uibhist 2019.

Chairman Mr. Norman Macleod said: “It was indeed with much
sadness that we heard our dear friend and board member Mairi
Bremner passed away following an unfortunate incident some days
ago in Glasgow.

In the past she was a director of Tagsa Uibhist, Pròiseact nan
Ealan and of the UK Committee for European Bureau of Lesser-Used
Languages.

"Mairi was appointed at our AGM in September 2009 and was
a hard working volunteer member. A passionate and diligent
contributor, HHP and the wider community were very well served
by Mairi during her ten years on the board.

Paying tribute to her enormous contribution to the Gaelic language
and culture he described her as being “instrumental in promoting the
Comhairle’s Bilingual Policy in the early days of the Council. As
Chair of the Social Work Committee she pioneered the use of Gaelic
at Council meetings by encouraging anyone with a knowledge of the
language to use it.

"She will be sorely missed by us, but more so by her family
especially by her husband Robert and her two sons of whom she
spoke often.”

“Very often she would reprimand a Councillor or officer with the
words “Cuin a chaill thu do chuid Gàidhlig” (“When did you lose
your Gaelic”).

Chief Executive Dena Macleod said: “It is hard to take in that Mairi
is no longer with us. She was a vibrant character who brought so
much more to us than her board skills; she brought humour, a huge
heart for the people in our community, wisdom and compassion.

Having had an early career as a teacher, she was a passionate
supporter of bilingual education and promoted the language at
international level through her work on the European Bureau of
Lesser-Used Languages. As Chairman of CnaG, Mairi championed
many community and youth initiatives such as the Sradagan youth
groups and the schools’ debates in Gaelic.

Earlier this year she was involved in a public campaign to get
women more involved in local politics – as there are no longer any
female councillors on CnES. At the time she said she was saddened
by the absence of women on the Comhairle, the only local authority
in the UK with no female representatives. "It grieves me because
I think women have a better understanding of people's needs and
wishes," she said. “I also think women are more approachable. I
felt that I was approached more, and by people from outwith my
own area for a lot of things because they felt like they could talk to
a woman."
Convener of the Comhairle Norman A Macdonald, said: “Mairi
was a tremendous voice for her community, serving in distinguished
roles on the Comhairle, most notably as Chair of Social Work.

"Mairi appeared to have an enviable, unbounded level of
enthusiasm and was always eager to encourage whoever came
across her path. I will miss that voice of encouragement and the
stories of her beloved dog, Bingo.”

"Mairi was a robust campaigner for her community and for the
islands and she was full of compassion and concern for the most
vulnerable in our community. She was also a leading figure locally
and nationally in health and care issues.

Mairi served as a Board Member for 10 years and was only recently
re-elected to serve another term. "Mairi's commitment, knowledge
and experience was truly valued by the HHP board. Such was her
varied experience that she excelled in her role as Chair of Audit &
Risk Committee.

"Our thoughts at this sad time are with Mairi’s husband of over 50

“We join many across the community in sending our sincere

The Lord-Lieutenant of the Western Isles, Donald Martin was a
close colleague of Mairi Bremner during her time at the Comhairle
and during her Chairmanship of Comunn na Gàidhlig.

Mairi dedicated her life to the service of others and was always
ready to provide encouragement and advice. Her legacy through
the numerous bodies which she so dutifully served will have been to
have made a significant difference to the lives of many.
She was a popular and regular participant on Gaelic radio and
television programmes where she displayed her considerable
qualities as an engaging, informative, and entertaining contributor.
Sàr Ghàidheal dha-rìreabh air am bidh ionndrainn mhòr.

Veterans memories for schools
P

oppyscotland recently launched an exciting free new mobile
resource for schools and events and they are coming to visit
schools on Lewis.
Monday 7th October – Sgoil an Rubha
Tuesday 8th October – Laxdale Primary
Wednesday 9th October – The Nicolson Institute

Poppyscotland provides life-changing support to our Armed
Forces community.
Bud is a truck that transforms into a mobile community space,
comprising a mini poppy factory, micro-museum and with
interactive learning opportunities. It is an interactive experience that
encourages visitors to create their personal remembrance journey
through exploring the exhibits. It is helping us keep remembrance
relevant all year round.
Bud is travelling Scotland sharing Poppyscotland’s archive,
veterans’ stories and the poppy’s history as a catalyst for challenging
assumptions and creating conversations.
The 18-tonne interactive learning space dedicated to the poppy,
began touring schools and events in May this year. Bud will be on
the road for more than 220 days and will visit all 32 local authority
areas in Scotland over the course of the next three years as well as
attend varied events across Scotland.

Visitors can make their own poppies using the same techniques
that have been used by the veterans who work at Lady Haig’s Poppy
Factory.
Poppyscotland Chief Executive, Mark Bibbey said: “At the heart of
every poppy is a story and that’s why we created Bud - to make sure
those stories are told, and to help people explore and understand the
importance of the poppy.
“After months of planning, it’s fantastic to see Bud take to the roads
of Scotland, visiting communities across the length and breadth of
the country. The team work very hard and have early starts, long days
travelling as well as the physical set-up of our mobile micro-museum
in different places every day.
“Over the next four years, Bud will play an important role in
exploring the history of remembrance and we are looking forward to
welcoming more people on board.”
Bud will continue to tour the country throughout the year. More
than 50,000 Scots are expected to engage with Bud over the course
of the campaign.
To book Bud or to access the supporting learning resources, please
visit www.poppybud.org.uk.
To donate and to learn more about forthcoming fundraising
events, visit www.poppyscotland.org.uk/

T

Arnol &
Bragar AGM

he Annual General Meeting 2019 of Urras
Coimhearsnachd Bhràdhagair agus Àrnoil (UCBA).
Is being held on Friday 11 October 2019 in Barvas and
Brue Community Centre at 7.30pm.

Catriona Campbell, who chairs UCBA, says: “The Trust
has had another busy year with the refurbishment work at
Grinneabhat now well under way and we would welcome
your attendance at the AGM where you will hear about the
progress being made.
“We would also welcome your opinion on the activities
that UCBA undertakes and to offer your suggestions and
ideas.
“The support which we have received from our various
funders and the support of the Bragar and Arnol community
and the wider community to date has been excellent and is
essential for the ongoing work of the Trust.
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BREXIT PLANNING FOR
SCOTTISH BUSINESSES
The Scottish Government has prepared a Brexit
self-assessment tool to help companies prepare
for business post-Brexit. There is also a guide
available that gives the facts on what business
processes changed at the end of March, regardless
of Brexit.
The current advice is to make plans on the basis
that the UK leaves the EU without a deal. The
self-assessment tool is designed to help businesses
identify their potential exposure to Brexit.
Focusing on the priority issues will help form the
basis of your Brexit plan.
There are a number of actions businesses
should be taking now to prepare for post-Brexit.
These include applying for an EORI number to
allow you to continue to export and import after
Brexit day and registering to use Transitional
Simplified Procedures to avoid making full
customs declarations for imports at borders and to
postpone paying import duties.
To find out more on all of the above, visit www.
prepareforbrexit.scot/

CUSTOMS TRAINING GRANTS
If your business completes customs declarations,
you can apply for grant funding to help
with training on the customs processes and
IT improvements to help you complete the
declarations more efficiently.
To find out more, visit www.gov.uk/guidance/
grants-for-businesses-that-complete-customsdeclarations

THE HERALD SCOTTISH
FAMILY BUSINESS AWARDS
The 2019 Herald Scottish Family Business Awards
is now open for entries. The awards, in conjunction
with Business Gateway, celebrate the success of
family businesses and the contribution they make to
the communities in which they operate.
There are a number of categories to choose
from including:
Fastest Growing Family Business Award
e-Commerce Award
Business Award
To
find
out
more,
visit
www.newsquestscotlandevents.com/events/
familybusiness/

OHYESS
Outer Hebrides Youth Entrepreneurs Start-Up Scheme is financed by
Highlands and Islands Enterprise and administered by Comhairle nan
Eilean Siar.

Peter Ball, Loomshed Brewery

HARRIS BREWERY RAISES THE BAR
FOLLOWING BUSINESS GATEWAY SUPPORT

A

Harris-based brewery has successfully
rolled out its craft beer across the Outer
Hebrides following access to a £22,000
funding package from Business Gateway.

It also enabled access to industry experts
which helped the team facilitate the design
and development of Loomshed’s product and
facility.

Loomshed, which was officially opened in
August 2019 by Jamie Hepburn, Minister for
Business, Fair Work and Skills, is the latest
idea from established entrepreneurs Jamie
McGowan and Rob McKinnon who identified a
gap in the food and drink offering of the Outer
Hebrides.

Rob McKinnon, co-founder of Loomshed
said, “We are enormously grateful to Business
Gateway, as the funding we accessed gave
us the ability to scale up our operations and
allowed us to work with craft brewery experts
to develop our product range.

With a focus on creating jobs for young
islanders, Loomshed hired Calum Bennet as
Head Brewer following his graduation from
Herriot Watt University, where he gained his
MSc in brewing and distilling.
Loomshed has launched with two beers, an
IPA and a craft lager, which pay tribute to their
island heritage and reflect Scottish and British
brewing traditions, including British hops,
Scottish barley and Hebridean water.
In order to launch their ambitious new
business, the pair turned to Business Gateway
for one-to-one business advice, networking
opportunities and advice to scale up their
offering.
Loomshed received £22,000 from the
Comhairle’s Grants for Growth Scheme, which
is part-funded by the European Regional
Development Fund (ERDF). The funding was
used to invest in essential equipment and
develop a cost-efficient production system.

“There is demand for homegrown products
across the Outer Hebrides, from both locals
and tourists, and we are confident that there is
scope to expand into food and drink categories
as Loomshed grows.”
Calum Bennet, Head Brewer at Loomshed,
said, “It has been a brilliant learning curve
establishing the brewery, creating the range,
and seeing our product become available in
bars and restaurants across the islands, where
it’s been warmly welcomed.”
Derek Maclean, business adviser at
Business Gateway said, “Regardless of
whether a business is just starting out or is
already established, there are always potential
opportunities for Business Gateway to provide
support. In this case, Loomshed was able to
access a significant funding package that has
enabled them to accelerate the growth of
their business and expand the food and drink
offering of the islands.”
To find out how Business Gateway can help
your business, visit www.bgateway.com.

• AGED 18 – 40?
• THINKING OF STARTING A NEW BUSINESS?
• DO YOU REQUIRE CAPITAL INVESTMENT?
• ARE YOU BASED IN THE OUTER HEBRIDES?
• WILL YOU BE OPERATING IN A KEY* SECTOR?
If so, you may be eligible for a grant of up to £2,500, up to 50% of eligible costs.
To find out more, please contact Business Gateway on 01851 822775 or
businessgateway@cne-siar.gov.uk.
*Key Sectors - renewables & energy related activity, recycling, tourism, creative and other culture-based
industries, food & drink, information technology, life, health and other sciences, research & development,
innovation, manufacturing & processing, traditional industries (indigenous to the Outer Hebrides).

Online Local Business Directory – go to: www.businesshebrides.co.uk
Find us on Facebook – search for Business Gateway Outer Hebrides

Range of Loomshed Brewery Products
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DEVELOP YOUR SKILLS
with our range of workshops

8IZEP#VTJOFTT(BUFXBZ
0VUFS)FCSJEFTXPSLTIPQTCPPL
VQTPRVJDLMZ :FT UIFZōSFGSFF
CVUBMTPWFSZWBMVBCMF XJUI
PGBUUFOEFFTHJWJOHUIFNB
UIVNCTVQ
You’ll be surprised by the sheer
diversity of workshops and
training sessions we provide.
From business basics to
sophisticated digital marketing,
there’s sure to be a topic to
enhance your skills and build your
CVTJOFTTDPOţEFODF
See the full range of events on
our website and book your free
workshop online.

.BOBHJOH%JťDVMU#FIBWJPVST
JOUIF8PSLQMBDF
Tuesday 8 October, 0930 - 1230
$PNIBJSMF0ťDFT

1JOUFSFTU *OTUBHSBNBOE
1IPUPHSBQIZGPS#VTJOFTT
Wednesday 9 October, 0930 - 1230
MG Alba

#MPH:PVS8BZUP4VDDFTT
Tuesday 29 October, 0930 - 1230
$PNIBJSMF0ťDFT

1SPEVDJOH&OHBHJOH0OMJOF
$POUFOU
Wednesday 30 October, 0930 - 1230
$PNIBJSMF0ťDFT

'BOUBTUJD$VTUPNFS$BSF
Thursday 7 November, 1330 - 1630
$PNIBJSMF0ťDFT

Connect with us. Visit IUUQTXXXCHBUFXBZDPNFWFOUT
or call
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OPENING A
GATEWAY TO
RENEWING
NEWTON
L

ocal people and businesses in the wider Newton industrial estate area
in Stornoway got the chance in September see how Comhairle nan
Eilean Siar and Highlands and Islands Enterprise are planning to work
with D.R. Macleod Ltd to create infrastructure that will enable new
facilities, buildings and roads.
Plans to show these proposed developments – entitled Newton Gateway –
were hosted at D.R. Macleod’s offices on Island Road, Stornoway on Wednesday
25th September from 4pm to 6pm and attracted lots of attention from business
all across the area.
Members of the public, businesses and any interested parties were encouraged
to go along to see and discuss the plans for a vacant and derelict 5.5 acre site
within the area. The Council is looking for feedback on the proposals before
any consideration is given to planning applications. In addition, there is a hope
that the derelict land involved will attract Scottish Government support for a
scheme that would bring it into productive use.
The site has been highlighted in the Scottish Land Commission’s Vacant and
Derelict Land Survey Register.
The Comhairle’s Chairman of Sustainable Communities, Donald Crichton
said earlier: “We are very encouraged to hear of the new plans for Phase 2 of
Stornoway Regeneration.
"Following on from existing works being carried out at Goat Island and the
transformation of former mill buildings in Newton, these targeted interventions
will create more jobs, and infrastructure, and visually improve the area.”
In an official statement before the event, D.R. Macleod, who will be the
developer lead in the Newton Gateway project, said “Newton Gateway is a
new development proposal intended as a key driver in the regeneration of the
Newton area.
“This development would bring a disused site into purposeful use, providing
new, modern commercial facilities for both new and existing businesses in the
Western Isles. We believe the proposed development would bring a vitally
needed boost to the local economy and the surrounding area, encouraging new
ventures and growth of existing businesses whilst providing a significant boost
to employment.”
The new streets and properties could help address problems caused by
shortage of parking space for personal and commercial vehicles and allow
traffic to pass far more easily through the area by providing alternative routes
to Sandwick Road, and later, to the waterfront at Newton. It would also make
available a whole range of commercial properties for the use of expanding
existing businesses and new businesses alike. Ultimately, this would enable
new jobs and enterprises to develop.
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5000 years of brewing produces
a special taste in Harris
By John Dory

A

n exciting event took place in Harris
recently with the opening of the
LoomShed.

Dunbar.

However, despite its name and the long
association between the Isle of Harris and Harris
Tweed, one will wait in vain for tweed to be
produced at this particular “loom shed.”
This LoomShed is a craft brewery and its strapline
promises much in the years to come based on,
“Full of origin. Full of flavour. Full of life.”
The brewer or “Gruadair”in Gaelic, is Callum
from Mull who has produced two original house
beers to get the show on the road.
The Crofter Island Pale Ale is described as, “An
IPA with robust malt foundation with two hop
varieties to add depth of flavour. ”The Iasgair Croft
Lager is credited with “A clean bite from the hops
gives way to biscuit-malt sweetness. Together they
create a balanced taste, and a refreshing but full
flavoured beer.”
For those not familiar with brewing terms, IPA
or India Pale Ale is a beefed-up version of pale ale,
made using more hops and with a higher alcohol
content. The name, IPA, is a result of this particular
type of beer becoming exceedingly popular with
British troops stationed in India in the 19th century.
The LoomShed is an example of a booming
sector in the brewing world known as microbreweries which have been springing up all over
Scotland and the UK. In 2010 there were only 35
micro-breweries in Scotland but now there are an
estimated 95 with around 1,125 in the UK in total.
The boom has been attributed to a surge in
popularity of craft beer with increased demand
for more choice and specialist options such
as vegan or gluten free beer. Before we look at
cooking with beer, which is the main theme of this
month’s column, it’s worth having a brief look at
the fascinating history of beer making in Scotland.
Although a type of beer is believed to have first

brewed in Mesopotamia in the fourth century BC,
evidence of brewing in Scotland goes back 5,000
years. These original “beers” were little more than
a cereal based porridge with the addition of herbal
flavourings such as meadowsweet. Another type
of fermented beverage, soon on the scene, was
heather mead or heather ale. This fabled heather
ale was attributed to the Picts but there is little
evidence to prove this. Heather beverages, of
one type or another, were certainly brewed by the
inhabitants of Scotland and Ireland prior to and
after the arrival of the Romans.
Up to the middle of the fifteenth century in
Scotland the art of brewing was dominated by
monastic establishments.
Round about this
time the first “Publick” breweries or commercial
sellers appeared. Possibly the first brewery was
established in Blackford in Perthshire where King
James 1V was said to have purchased a barrel of
ale. At this time too, brewing was mostly done on a
domestic scale with women in charge. By the 16th
century brewing was becoming more organised as
evidenced by the establishment of the Edinburgh
Society of Brewers in 1596.
By the early to mid 18th century some of the
greatest names in Scottish brewing history were
becoming established such as William Younger of
Edinburgh, Hugh and Robert Tennant in Glasgow,
George Younger in Alloa and Dudgeon and Co
who established the famous Belhaven Brewery in

As the market for beer grew, the Scottish
breweries started exporting to England initially
and then across the globe to India, Australia and
the Far East. The dominant styles were strong
“Scotch Ale,” “small or table “which was known as
“tuppeny,”due to its price per Scots pint. The high
point (or should that be pint) for Scottish breweries
occurred in 1840 when there were 240 breweries
throughout the country. Thereafter the numbers
declined due to rampant mergers, closures and
competition from foreign beers. By 1970 only 11
major breweries were left in Scotland and there are
even fewer today.
Cooking with beer is as old as the hills and
was traditionally known to enhance many dishes.
Today, cooking with different beers has taken on a
more exotic dimension and beer is used in many
and varied recipes. So, why cook with beer?
Cooking with beer can be said to add a deep earthy
flavour to savoury dishes such as stews, soups,
chillis and game. Beer adds a caramelised flavour
to baked dishes and can be used in the whole
spectrum of cooking techniques including braising,
deglazing, battering, marinating or in sauces.
A light beer or lager can be used in batter for
battered fish, prawns or even onion rings. Beer
helps to make the batter light and airy but avoid
stout as it gives the batter a grey look. in soups
and stews, stock or wine can be replaced with dark
beer including stout and porter. Beer enhances
the flavour of venison or beef stews and also lamb
shanks. Beer can also be used in French Onion soup
to give it a darker, richer flavour. If you are using
beer for a chicken stew a light wheat beer gives the
best result. For vegetarians, beer braised lentils are
delicious. Beer can also be used in baking as in beer
bread which is delicious with cheese and a glass of
beer. Bread made with dark beer such as stout or
Guinness has a chewy texture and a delicious malty
flavour. Dark beers also go well with chocolate and
delicious chocolate Guinness cake or cup -cakes

Beer Bread
225 g strong white bread flour
115 g whole meal rye flour plus extra for
dusting.
Three quarters teaspoon salt.
1 heaped teaspoon fast acting yeast.
225 ml ale or stout ( I used stout)
1 tablespoon sunflower oil.
2 teaspoons runny honey.
( When you measure the beer/stout, allow the
frothy head to subside to ensure that you have
the exact quantity needed.)
Lightly grease a baking sheet.
Combine the flours, salt and yeast in a
mixing bowl.
Stir in the beer, oil and honey to make a soft
dough.
Turn out onto a lightly flowered surface and
knead for 7/8 minutes until smooth.
Shape into a round, place on the baking
sheet and, using a sharp knife, make five
slashes across the top of the loaf.
Cover with greased cling film and prove in a
warm place till doubled in size.
Preheat the oven to Gas Mark 6/200C/400F
Dust the bread with a little rye flour and
bake for 20-25 minutes.
Cool on a wire rack.
can be served out with St Patrick’s Day. Beer can also
be used in marinades and sauces as beer tenderises
meat just like wine. It can also be used in barbecue
sauces for extra flavour and stickiness. There is no
worry about alcohol in cooking with beer as the
alcohol evaporates quickly as you bake and braise.
There are so many delicious recipes that use beer
in the ingredients that it is exceedingly difficult to
choose just one.
For a special treat, beef stew with oysters and
Belhaven beer is hard to beat but oysters are very
hard to source here so the next best thing, for me,
is Beer Bread made with Stout. This bread doesn’t
contain too many ingredients and only needs to
prove once. You need salty butter, mature cheddar
cheese and, of course, a glass of stout or beer to go
with this moist, chewy, malty masterpiece.

200th anniversary marked
O

th

Sunday 27 October 2-6pm

Family day activites.
Monday 28th October 7-9pm

Devotional and showing of the
ÀOP¶'DZQRIWKH/LJKW·
THE FAILTE CENTRE, BAYHEAD, STORNOWAY

For more information
please call/text 07798700443
www.Bahai.org.uk
It’s FREE & ALL are Welcome

n 29th and 30th October 2019 in countless settings and
places throughout the world, people will celebrate the
200th anniversary of the birth of the Bab, whose revitalising
message prepared the way for the coming of Baha’u’llah,
the founder of the Baha’i Faith.
Both the Bab and Baha’u’llah describe the human race as
standing now on the brink of its collective maturity. In that
sense humankind must pass through a gateway as it takes up
the responsibilities of maturity.
The Bab was the “door” through which humanity was
prepared for the coming of an age of transformation. It implies
an organic change in the very structure of society and in the
relationships that sustains it. To see ourselves as members of
one family, to end estrangement and prejudice and to come
together. To be protagonists in shaping our future and ultimately
a just and peaceful civilisation.
Countless artistic expressions have been created by
individuals and communities around the world for the occasion
of the bicentenary of the birth of the Bab. A few examples are:
Dawn of the Light a film which will be shown in one of the
events, portrays several individuals from different continents as
they relate their own personal search after truth and meaning.
They share their discovery that God has sent two Divine
Manifestations—the Báb and Bahá’u’lláh—whose teachings
are revolutionising human thought and behaviour, changing
darkness into light. The film shows glimpses of how this same

discovery is inspiring the efforts of many across the globe to
serve humanity and to contribute to building a new pattern
of life.
A slideshow on YouTube of beautiful graphics celebrating
the Bicentenary of the Birth of The Báb by Joe Paczkowski
www.joepaczk.com
The Irish Bahá'í community has produced 19 short videos.
#bicentenary2019 #twinbirthdays #BahaisofIreland. Hopefully
we can show these at other occasions.
Close to the Bicentenary and on the day, there will be
thousands of broadcasts similar to the celebrations that
marked the Bicentenary of the birth of Baha’u’llah in 2017, a
glimpse of which can be seen on YouTube ‘Global Bicentenary
Celebrations and Music for Birth of Baha'u'llah’.
To celebrate the Bicentenary birth of the Bab on Lewis
we have invited special guest, Gaelic musician & singer
Christina St. Clare. She is originally from Isle of Barra, studied
Celtic Studies at Edinburgh University. This will be the only
bicentenary celebration round the world with Scottish Gaelic
songs and music.
There are two events planned:
A families’ day on Sunday 27th October at 2-6pm in the
Fàilte Centre, Bayhead, Stornoway, free and open to all.
On Wednesday 30th October 7-9pm, we’ll have a befitting
devotional as well as showing of the film Dawn of the Light,
at the Fàilte Centre, Bayhead, Stornoway, free and open to all.
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the linda norgrove foundation

Bringing the light of
hope to Afghan women

T

he Linda Norgrove Foundation was set up almost
nine years ago in memory of Linda Norgrove who
was working in aid development in Afghanistan when
she was kidnapped by Taliban and killed in a failed
rescue attempt by American navy seals in October
2010.
The Foundation which helps poor women and children
affected by the on-going war in that country, is run from
the Isle of Lewis by Linda’s parents and four other voluntary
trustees.
Two part time women employees and a volunteer Afghan
professional monitor and report on projects within the
country.
To date the Foundation has sent over £1.5 million to
Afghanistan. Lorna, Linda’s mother, says ‘We can’t change
the political situation in Afghanistan but we can affect the
lives of individuals by providing them with an opportunity
to become educated or to learn skills to enable them to
supplement the family income.
“We have also paid for life-changing surgeries for children
and mothers and given hope to families who are living in
such an unstable and insecure environment.’
The projects to which the Foundation gives financial

help range from a women’s beekeeping co-operative; the
digging out of wells to store clean water in remote villages;
a football pitch for street children; scholarships for women
to study at university.
Recently the Foundation has paid for a recorder to
transcribe educational books into braille, for printing the
books, and for the provision of MP3 audio books to help
blind students to learn to read braille. This programme is
being run by the charity Serve Afghanistan and until LNF
funding they did not have the money to provide this much
needed resource for the 95 blind children in schools and the
27 students in university that they support.
Lorna said ‘I can’t imagine what it must be like to be
without my sight, I love reading and if we can give that joy
and ability to students who are blind, then this is a great way
to use donations.
“We hope that, rather than feeling that they are a burden
to society, by getting an education, gaining confidence and
learning skills these young people will be able to contribute.
It’s an excellent project.’
If you would like to help, you can do so by fundraising
for the Foundation or donating on their website: www.
lindanorgrovefoundation.org

Naidheachdan

News from Comunn Eachdraidh Nis

4XHHQ¶V$ZDUGIRU9ROXQWDU\6HUYLFHDZDUGHGWR&(1YROXQWHHUV

3DUHQWDQG7RGGOHU*URXS

:DU0HPRULDO6RXSDQG3XGGLQJ

Caraidean Beaga
Wednesday mornings
10.45am - midday in CEN cafe
While the children play, catch up
with other parents and enjoy a tea/
FR൵HHDQGVRPHKRPHEDNLQJ$
drink and a snack will be provided
for the children too.

On Thursday 5th September, Her Majesty’s Lord Lieutenant Donald Martin
presented Comunn Eachdraidh Nis volunteers with the Queens Award for Voluntary
Service. A celebratory tea party was held to say thank you to all our volunteers
for all they do for Comunn Eachdraidh Nis. We value your support and appreciate
everything you do. The image above shows long term volunteers Dolina Campbell
(on the left) and Maisie Macleod (right) accepting the award on behalf of CEN
volunteers.

Please note!
Comunn Eachdraidh Nis will be
closed on Thursday 10th
and Friday 11th October
for local Communions.
Open as normal on Monday 14th
October.

The North Lewis War Memorial
committee wishes to thank everyone
who donated in any way to the recent
soup and pudding fundraiser which
was held in the cafe at Comunn
Eachdraidh Nis. Over £900 was raised
which will go towards the upkeep
of Borve and Cross War Memorials.
Thank you also to everyone who
helped on the day.
Ceud mìle taing.

&RPXQQ(DFKGUDLGK1LV6JRLO&KURLV1RUWK'HOO7  (R൶FH#FHQRQOLQHRUJ)LQGXVRQ)%,QVWDJUDPDQG7ULS$GYLVRU
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Building our communities
CONTINUED EDUCATIONAL
SUCCESS IN NATIONAL
QUALIFICATIONS
T

he latest release of exam data in September 2019 by the
Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA) shows continued
educational success in a range of national qualification for
pupils across all four secondary schools in the Western Isles.

students achieving awards in both areas at SCQF Levels 4 and 5
(equivalent to National 4 and National 5), and is presented as a
comparison with the Western Isles’ virtual comparator at both levels
4 and 5.

SQA data is released twice annually: in February with school
leaver figures, and again in September following the summer exam
results.

For 2019, the result for the Western Isles shows an increase at
both levels. The Western Isles outperformed its Virtual Comparator
at SCQF Level 4, and although the Virtual Comparator outperformed
the Western Isles at Level 5, the gap has decreased significantly.

Schools continually make use of this data to plan for improvement
and ensure that learners leave school with a broad range of skills and
qualifications that meet their future needs.
“We want our learners to be literate, numerate, and equipped
with the skills they need for their next step in their learning and
employment journey, and we are committed to making sure that
young people can take that next step locally in the islands if they
choose to,” says Donald Macleod, Senior Education Officer at
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar.
“The SQA data is invaluable to schools to track performance over
time and to plan for improvement through the ability to analyse the
last five years of exam data in one location. In the Western Isles, this
data shows that our young people continue to outperform the results
from comparator schools and those achieved nationally.”

As this data is collated across the whole year cohort, the
difference each year in presentations at National 4 and National 5
can contribute to small variations in this measure, “but it is clear
that improvement in results for 2019 stem from an increase in young
people achieving awards in literacy and numeracy,” says Donald.
“Analysis of these results is being undertaken in detail across our
four schools and have already identified significant increases in
A-C awards in literacy and important improvements in numeracy
in 2019, especially at S4. We continue to place great value on the
achievement of awards in literacy and numeracy for all our students.”

Improving Attainment for All

Summary of Graded Courses
2019 (A-C Passes)
Qualification Level

Presentations

CNES Pass Rate

National Pass Rate

National 5

1186

87.7%

78.2%

Higher

855

78.6%

74.8%

Advanced Higher

60

80.0%

79.4%

Across graded courses at S4-S6, the Western Isles results are
consistently above the national pass rate and, for National 5 and
Higher, the results are higher than those achieved in 2018.

Local Benchmarking Measures
As well as individual course performance, the SQA data is collated
into four key ‘Local Benchmarks’ that allow staff to track performance
over time. These are Attainment in Literacy and Numeracy; Improving
Attainment for All; Attainment versus Deprivation; and Increasing
Participation.
In these local measures, the information for each school is
benchmarked for comparison against either a national average result
or a ‘virtual comparator’ – a digitally generated figure based on a set
of characteristics common to the specific school’s pupils and other
candidates from across Scotland. This creates a “virtual school” of
equivalent pupils, allowing for an accurate comparison.

Attainment in Literacy and
Numeracy

The data for attainment in literacy and numeracy is based on S5

The measure that tracks attainment versus deprivation aims to
tackle disadvantage in education by improving the attainment
of lower-attaining students relative to higher-attaining students,
thereby creating greater equity of outcomes despite poverty
factors. It is analysed using the Scottish Index of Multiple
Deprivation (SIMD), where decile one represents the poorest 10
per cent of the population, and decile 10 the most affluent 10
per cent.
The graph above compares the performance of the Western
Isles (blue) with national average (orange) for each of the
SIMD deciles, where the size of the discs relate to the number
of students in that decile. (In the Western Isles, the school
population is distributed between SIMD deciles 3 and 7.)
Western Isles students perform better than the national
average in deciles three, four and five, and in line with national
performance in decile six; but below for decile seven, a pattern
evident in recent years. “This data consistently indicates that
our schools do very well in tackling poverty-related inequalities
in education, exceeding national performance for our most
disadvantaged students, but we continue to strive to improve
the range and quality of awards achieved by all our learners,
and strive to create a system that is equitable for all learners
irrespective of background,” says Donald of the results.

Increasing
Participation

The “Improving Attainment for All” benchmark measure looks
at the performance of the lowest 20 per cent, the middle 60 per
cent, and highest 20 per cent of students in terms of attainment. To
measure improvements in attainment, the results in this benchmark
draw on figures that show how many exams students sat, what level
they sat them at, and the grades they received.
Here, the Western Isles performs better than both the national
average and the virtual comparator for both the lowest 20 per cent
and the middle 60 per cent of attainment groups. For the most able
20 per cent of students, however, the Western Isles falls behind the
national rate by a margin of 70 points, a pattern which has remained
relatively constant in recent years.
“We continue to recognise and celebrate the very good outcomes
achieved for lower and middle attaining students year-on-year and
these results are the outcome of the broad range of support offered in
our school to support diverse learner needs,” explains Donald. “We
will also maintain our focus from last year on supporting our most
able 20 per cent of pupils to achieve better quality passes across a
wide range of subjects.”

Attainment versus Deprivation

The final measure in the local benchmarking dataset relates to
initial student destinations, including those staying on at school.
Unlike the previous datasets, the results are from 2017-18, as
the relevant data is released later than other measures in order
to take account of any December school leavers.
For most of the last five years, the Western Isles had the highest
rate in Scotland for young people leaving school and moving
into positive destinations, such as employment, education, or
training. It shows that in the 2017-18 academic year, 97.07 per
cent of Western Isles pupils were in positive destinations, a figure
higher than both the national average and virtual comparator,
and a very slight increase of 0.66 per cent on 2016-17.
“We have retained our focus on providing the widest possible
range of post-school pathways and, as well as continuing to
promote traditional pathways into employment and further
and higher education, we have again in 2019 increased the
offer of Foundation and Modern Apprenticeships and Applied
Learning courses to increase opportunities for students to live,
train, and work locally,” says Donald of the causes of the results.
“We continue to offer greater equity for all learners through
the on-going development of e-Sgoil as a platform to deliver
qualifications to any learners in the Western Isles, irrespective
of location”.
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Building our communities
Making Dileab into a part of
community life
T

By Katie Macleod

his autumn sees the start of another chapter
in the story of Dileab, the Comhairle nan
Eilean Siar initiative which began in 2018 as
an intergenerational, bilingual project to bring
local history alive for the young people of the
Outer Hebrides.
Now, it’s grown into a long-term project that
also encompasses the cultural and historical work
done in schools, with a showcase event headlined
by Scottish folk band, Skipinnish, being held next
month.
Building on the success of last year’s Dileab
concerts, the 2019 showcase, held on Friday 29th
November, will see Skipinnish take to the stage
in the Lewis Sports Centre alongside local bands
including Face The West, The Tumbling Souls, and
local Fèis group, Dual. Young musicians in the
Lewis and Harris Youth Band, the Sir E Scott School
Choir, and The Nicolson Institute Choir will also
perform on the night.
“Following on from the success of Dileab
(Legacy) in 2018, it was decided that the project
would continue in different forms, and those who
are fortunate enough to secure tickets for this oneoff event are guaranteed a fantastic evening of
music,” says Evelyn Coull Macleod, who oversees
Dileab as the Comhairle’s Multimedia Manager.
Skipinnish are already looking forward to the
event, especially as two of their number have
strong links to the Outer Hebrides. “We are
absolutely delighted to be performing on Lewis as
part of Dileab. Since Skippinish began, the people
of Lewis and Harris have given us huge support and
we are delighted to be playing for them during our
20th anniversary year,” they said in a statement.
“It is always magical to see our lead singer,
Norrie MacIver, perform on home turf. [Our]
keyboard player Alasdair Iain Patterson also has
strong family links to Lewis, and these island
connections will be felt strongly on the night. This
will be a concert that we will all remember for
years to come.”
The concert comes hot on the heels of the
release of the Dileab EP on 30th September, which
will also be available digitally via Bandcamp from

18th October. Featuring the five songs written for
and performed at the Dileab concerts throughout
the islands at the end of 2018, the EP shows the
talents of both the islands’ young people, and the
musicians they worked with on the project.
It was in the spring of 2018 that pupils across the
islands took part in song writing workshops based
on the themes they were studying for Dileab. Young
people in Barra examined emigration; in Uist, they
looked at wartime experiences; in Harris, the focus
was on protest and politics; and in Lewis, with the
100th anniversary of the disaster approaching, the
students learned about the Iolaire.
“It was a workshop to teach kids the basics of
song writing, to demystify it and show them it’s
not as hard as people make out it is,” says Willie
Campbell, the local singer-songwriter who ran
the workshops. “It was a really cool process. They
were really engaged in it, and I hope they saw that
it doesn’t need to be really complicated.”
The resulting songs were Wave to the West, We
Sleep at Peace, In Honour of the Past, My Times
Wasn’t At Hand, and the new islands anthem,
Innse Gall. All of them incorporate references to
history and island life, and all feature on the new
EP, which was recorded with Willie Campbell and
local school pupils at Studio Alba in May of this
year.
Tickets for next month’s concert will be on
sale via Eventbrite from 9am on Monday 7th
October, and demand is expected to be high. As
Evelyn notes, “what is really special about this
is the opportunity our young people are getting
to perform alongside some of Scotland’s leading
musicians, and we hope it will be an unforgettable
evening.”
Ticket Details:
• Tickets are £25 for Adults and £15 for Under
18s, available at https://www.eventbrite.
co.uk/e/dileab-2019-tickets-72665732161
• Tickets will not be required for performers.
• If you are purchasing additional tickets,
everyone under the age of 18 must be
accompanied by a responsible adult.
• Each adult may only bring three people under
18 into the event.

Pictures from last year's Dìleab concert, hosted by The Nicolson Institute and the Comhairle nan Eiean Siar
Department of Education, Sport & Children’s Services, which took place on Friday, 14th December 2018 at
Ionad Spòrs Leòdhais.
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Skipinnish a’ cluich
aig Dìleab 2019!

T

ha Roinn an Fhoghlaim aig Comhairle
nan Eilean Siar toilichte ainmeachadh gu
bheil Skipinnish, a tha a’ comharrachadh 20
bliadhna, a’ cluich aig consairt Dìleab 2019
ann an Ionad Spòrs Leòdhais air Dihaoine 29
Samhain 2019.
Bidh Tumbling Souls agus Face The West a’
cluich còmhla riutha, agus bidh buidhnean ciùil
ionadail a’ cluich cuideachd, nam measg bidh
Buidheann Fèis “Dual”, Còmhlan Pìobaireachd
Òg Leòdhas agus na Hearadh, Coisir Sir E Scott
agus Coisir Àrd-sgoil MhicNeacail.
Bidh tiocaidean airson an tachartais rim faighinn
air Eventbrite (https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/
dileab-2019-tickets-72665732161) bho 9m air
Diluain 7 Dàmhair. Bidh tiocaidean inbhich £25
agus bidh tiocaidean clann fo aois 16, £15. Cha
bhi feum aig an fheadhainn a tha a’ gabhail pàirt
air tiocaidean, ach cuimhnich gu feum a h-uile
neach fo aois 18 a bhith còmhla ri inbheach.
Faodaidh gach inbheach triùir fo aois 18 a thoirt
a-steach còmhla riutha.
Thuirt Skipinnish: “Tha sinn air ar dòigh a bhith
a’ cluich ann an Leòdhas mar phàirt de Dhìleab.
Bho thòisich an còmhlan, tha muinntir Leòdhais
is na Hearadh air taic mòr a thoirt dhuinn, agus
tha sinn uabhasach toilichte a bhith a’ cluich
dhaibh mar phàirt den 20mh bliadhna againn
còmhla. Tha e an còmhnaidh mìorbhaileach
ar prìomh sheinneadair, Norrie MacÌomhair,

Naidheachdan
Skipinish

fhaicinn a’ seinn far na rugadh `s na thogadh e.
Tha ceanglaichean teaghlach làidir aig Alasdair
Iain Patterson a bhios a’ cluich an clàr-iuchrach,
ri Leòdhas, agus bidh na ceanglaichean seo air
am faireachdainn gu làidir air an oidhche. Bidh
an consairt ann an cuimhne dhaoine airson
bliadhnaichean ri thighinn.”
Thuirt Evelyn Coull NicLeòid, Manaidsear
Aonad Ioma-mheadhain, “Tha sinn uabhasach
toilichte gu bheil Skipinnish, The Tumbling Souls
agus Face The West a’ cluich aig an tachartas.
Chaidh aontachadh às dèidh cho soirbheachail `s
a bha Dìleab 2018, gun cumadh am pròiseact a’
dol ann an diofar dhòighean, agus bidh oidhche
sònraichte math, làn ciùil aig an fheadhainn a
gheibh tiocaidean airson an tachartais seo. Gheibh
daoine òga cothrom cluich còmhla ri luchdciùil ainmeil Albannach, agus bidh sin gu math
sònraichte. Tha sinn an dòchas gur e oidhche air
leth a bhios ann dhan a h-uile duine.”
The Tumbling Souls

Face The West

03/10/19 - 06/11/19
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Naidheachdan bho Uibhist

T

ha Comunn na Gàidhlig, tro Iomairt Ghàidhlig Uibhist a Deas agus Èirisgeigh, air a bhith a’
cur diofar phròiseactan air dòigh air feadh Uibhist agus Eirisgeigh thairis na beagan mhìosan
a chaidh seachad, agus tha a' chuairt-litir sa airson blasad beag a thoirt seachad air an seòrsa
cur-seachadan a tha sinn air a bhith ris. Tha na pròiseactan is cur-seachadan seo air a bhith a’
cuideachadh le bhith a’ brosnachadh Gàidhlig na cloinne agus a’ togail am misneachd an cànan
a chleachdadh.

Eaglais Paraiste Steòrnabhagh a’
gleansadh as dèidh uinneagan
eachdraidheil a chàradh

C

h r ì o ch n a i ch
pròiseact mòr an
t-seachdain a chaidh
airson na h-uinneagan
dathte
eachdraidheil
aig
Eaglais
Naomh
Disasta no Blasta - Faodaidh sibh sùil a thoirt air duilleag YouTube Disasta no blasta airson dùbhlan na
Calum Cille ann an
smoothies aig an dithis seo fhaicinn.
Steòrnabhagha chàradh,
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=C5gQCJqThsQ&feature=youtu.be
as dèidh bhliadhnaichean
Bha na h-inbhich, Màiri Anna (CnaG), Catriona & Eilidh (CLD) gu math toilichte nach robh sinne ach de thogail-airgid leis a’
gan cuideachadh leis an dùbhlan seo.
cho-thional.
Bha an obair air a
dhèanamh comasach le
tabhartas de £50,000 bho
carthannas
tuathanasgaoithe
coimhearsnachd
Urras an Rubha agus
Shanndabhaig, gus an dèidheadh am pròiseact air
adhart as dèidh seachd bliadhna de thogail-airgid
bhon eaglais.
Thòisich luchd-ceàirde glainne-dathte air
a’ phròiseact £150,000 anns a’ Chèitean agus
rinn iad e ann an trì ìrean. Chaidh an t-uinneag
mu dheireadh a chuir a-steach air Diardaoin,
a’ dèanamh atharrachadh mòr airson coltas na
h-Eaglais Paraiste. Tha am pròiseact cuideachd a’
ciallachadh gum b’urrainn an glainne eile anns na
h-uinneagan – a bha còir an glainne-dathte a dhìon
ach a chruthaich a’ cheart uiread thrioblaidean sa
cheartaich e – a bhith air a thoirt sios, a’ leigeil
barrachd solas a-steach don eaglais.

Dealbhan bhon chuairt againn gu Na Gearrannan, Leòdhas. Fhuair sinn air gu leòr rudan spòrsail a
dhèanamh ann an ùine ghoirid. Bha Catriona&Eilidh (CLD) agus Mary Ann (CnaG) air a’chuairt còmhla
ris an òigridh

Thuirt an t-Urr. Uilleam Heenan, ministear
na h-eaglais, gu robh e an dòchas gum biodh
e na ìomhaigh air solas a’ dol a-mach don
choimhearsnachd bho broinn na h-eaglaise.
Thuirt e: “Tha am pròiseact seo fadallach a’
tighinn gu ceann. Tha sinn air a bhith a’ sàbhaladh
airgead fad na seachd bliadhna a tha mi air a bhith
an seo, ga chuir gu aon taobh air sgàth ’s gu robh
fios againn gu feumadh an obair a dhèanamh
uaireigin, luath neo mall. Bha an t-uinneag mòr
air a mheasadh “èiginneach” ann an 2008 ach cha
d’fhuair iad faighinn thuige.
“Aon uair ’s gun do thòisich sinn, tha e air a
tòrr ùine a thoirt, a’ dèiligeadh leis na h-urrasaich
choitcheann, a’ dèiligeadh leis na daoine
ailtearachd, seach gur e togalach liostaichte a
th’ann dh’fheumadh a h-uile càil a bhith air athùrachadh dìreach mar a bha e an toiseach. Ach
nuair a chì thu crìoch a’ chùise, an taca ris an rud
tùsail, tha mi smaoineachadh gu bheil e follaiseach
gur e obair math a bh’ann. Cha b’urrainn dhomh
fhèin an atharrachadh a chreidsinn.”

Ged nach do ghlac sinn iasg, bha sinn uabhasach fhèin
fortanach madainn a chur seachad ag iasgach aig Loch Druidibeag
còmhla Seonaidh (bho Stòras Uibhist agus a’ charaid Tormod.
Dh’ionnsaich sinn tòrr bhon dithis aca agus iad gu math eòlach
air iasgach agus an àrainneachd mun cuairt oirnn. Taing do Lorna
(Stòras Uibhist) airson taic a thoirt seachad airson an seisean a chur
air dòigh agus do dh’Eilidh (CLD) agus Mary Ann (CnaG) airson a
bhith an làthair air an latha. Gu mi-fhortanch cha robh iasg againn
còmhla ris na chips aig dìnnear

Thuirt e cuideachd: “Bha glainne dàrnach air an
taobh a-muigh, ma ’s fhìor airson an glainne dathte
a dhìon, ach bha e na phàirt den trioblaid oir cha
robh gu leòr gaothrachadh ann. Mar sin mheirgich
na crannan iarann, agus leudaich iad agus bhris iad
pìosan den chlachaireachd, agus mar sin bha againn
ri clachairean fhaighinn. Bha sin a’ ciallachadh gu
robh an cosgais nas àirde na bha dùil againn agus
na bha sinn air buidseadaich airson.”
Chaidh na h-uinneagan a thoirt a-mach agus
an giùlain gu Rainbow Glass Studios ann am
Preastabhaig, far an deach an ath-ùrachadh gu mar
a bha iad sa chiad àite.

’S e crìoch thoilichte a th’ann airson oidhirp na
h-eaglais airgead a thogail airson na h-uinneagan.
Bha iad air a bhith a’ cumail ‘làithean tabhartais’
dà uair sa bhliadhna, a bha air a bhith a’ togail
cha mhòr £20,000 gach bliadhna. Fhuair iad
cuideachd tabhartas £30,000 agus iasad £90,000
bho urrasaich choitcheann Eaglais na h-Alba airson
an obair. Bidh Urras an Rubha agus Shanndabhaig,
a tha a’ ruith tuathanas-gaoithe Beinn Ghrideag,
a’ toirt £50,000 don eaglais thairis còig bliadhna,
airson cuideachadh le ais-phàigheadh.
Bha na h-uinneagan air an sgrùdadh mar
“bochd” gu “èiginneach” agus dh’aontaich Urras
an Rubha agus Shanndabhaig taic a thoirt don
phròiseact-càraidh air sgàth cho cudromach sa tha
Eaglais Naomh Calum Cille don choimhearsnachd
mar an eaglais pharaiste.
Tha an eaglais air grunnan thabhartasan eile
fhaighinn airson a’ phròiseact, gu h-àraidh
£10,000 bho Third Sector Hebrides agus £3,000
bho maoin-leasachaidh Comhairle nan Eilean Siar,
a thuilleadh air an tabhartas agus iasad bho na
h-Urrasaich Choitcheann.
Bidh an co-thional ag ais-phàigheadh an t-iasad
agus bheir Urras an Rubha agus Shanndabhaig
£10,000 gach bliadhna dhaibh airson cuideachadh
leis a’ phàigheadh sin.
“Cuidichidh sin le cha mhòr leth den aisphàigheadh againn,” thuirt a’ Chlèireach. “Bidh
an tabhartas seo bho Urras an Rubha agus
Shanndabhaig na chuideachadh mòr don chothional.”
Fhad’s a bha iad a’ sealltainn ri obair nan luchdceàirde, thuirt an t-Urr. Heenan: “Smaoinich air an
teicneòlas anns an là an-diugh… gun deach aca
na h-uinneagan seo a dhèanamh air an eilean ann
an 1885…”
Chaidh an eaglais a thogail anns a’ chiad àite
airson àite a ghabhail bho Eaglais na h-Aoidhe
ann an Aiginis agus Naomh Leannain ann an
seann meadhan Steòrnabhagh. B’àbhaist Naomh
Leannain a bhith na sheasamh eadar Sràid an
Rubha agus Sràid an Tràigh a Tuath, bho far a bheil
taigh-òsda an Crown a-nis na sheasamh gu Sràid
na Banca.
Nuair a chaidh eaglais Naomh Calum Cille a
thogail, cha robh sràidean mun cuairt air idir agus
sheas an t-eaglais na aonar air a’ chnoc air taobh
a-muigh baile Steòrnabhagh.
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Contractors who enjoy getting out,
meeting customers, putting them at
ease and then getting to work!

A

re you looking for ways to make your home
more energy efficient ahead of the winter?
Or maybe you want your house redecorated
but just haven’t got around to it.

Whatever your building or renovation needs,
Western Isles Construction are here to help.
Formed in 2018 and based in Stornoway, Western
Isles Construction is directed by Marc Burrows
and Cornelius Kleynhans. Marc, originally from
Lancashire, and South-African born Cornelius have
been in the industry for over a decade and have
been partners for four years.
The team has now expanded to include Charlie
Momberg and Glen Maclean, who handle the
construction work together. “We mostly are asked
to do joinery work, but we undertake renovations,
home insulation, home improvements and new
builds,” Charlie reveals.
“I’ve also worked for a few other companies up
here and, if we need to subcontract electrical and
plumbing work, we can ask people we know and
trust to work with us.
“We have worked as far as Scalpay, though the
area we mainly cover is the Butt to Leverburgh. But
there are no limits really!”
The team are careful to only take on work they
are confident they can complete in a reasonable
period of time. Charlie explains: “As it’s just the two
of us, we wouldn’t want to say ‘Yes’ to everything
and let the customers down. We try to keep it to
around 6-8 jobs at a time and that way we don’t
keep the customers waiting for too long.”
This is especially the case with outdoor, weatherdependent jobs. Glen says: “That’s probably the
most difficult part of our job – dealing with the
weather! We try to work around it as much as
possible, or else just plough through!”
What advice do the experts have for
homeowners? They say: “Keep an eye on your
property and make sure it's well-maintained. That
will ultimately keep your costs down, as the longer
you leave a problem, the worse it’s going to get,
and it costs more in the long-run.
“We just want to let everyone know we are still
here, trading and open to enquiries. We enjoy
getting out, meeting customers, putting them at
ease and then getting to work!”
Marc concludes: "We plan to offer a reliable,
affordable service. We will turn up when we say
we will and deliver a quality service."
To discuss your construction-related needs,
get in touch with the Western Isles Construction
Operations Manager, Christian, on 01851 700421,
visit their website at www.westernislesconstruction.
co.uk and Facebook page www.facebook.com/
WesternIslesConstruction.

Before and after pictures of a recent project The Shieling in Scalpay
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A new construction
company in the
Western Isles bringing
a quality service
using skilled local
tradesman
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01851 700421
www.westernislesconstruction.co.uk
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WEDNESDAY 30 OCTOBER
Stornoway Writers Circle

FRIDAY 1 NOVEMBER

Get your Faclan experience off to a flying start by hearing how
writers living locally respond to our ‘human nature’ theme.
Members of Stornoway Writers’ Circle will be reading poems
and prose extracts from work in progress, in the inspiring
surroundings of the main gallery.

A Telling of Stones:
Neil Rackham

Faclan:
the Hebridean
Book Festival

F

aclan: the Hebridean Book Festival is
one of An Lanntair’s flagship cultural
events. Each autumn it draws audiences and
top-level authors and performers from all
across the UK.
Faclan 2019 will run from Wednesday 30
October to Saturday 2 November. This year’s
theme is Human Nature and the festival will
feature extraordinary tales of humanity and
landscape. Highlights include: Niall Iain
Macdonald on his two dramatic solo attempts
to row across the Atlantic; Dan Richards on
his new book Outpost: A Journey to the Wild
Ends of the Earth; land artist Julie Brook on
the philosophy behind her dramatic, elemental sea fire-stacks and a celebration of the
life, photography and film of the American
anthropologist Margaret Fay Shaw. The festival will open on 30 October with Soil and
Soul, an exclusive glimpse at Alan Bissett‘s
new theatre adaptation of Alastair McIntosh‘s
acclaimed Lewis-set book.

Festival Passes are now on sale, priced
£60. Please note that festival passes do
not include Ghillie Başan’s Faclan Fringe
lunch event on Friday. Individual event
tickets are also available - films are £4/£3
and author events are £6/£5.

To book tickets visit
www.lanntair.com
or call our box office
on 01851 708 480

Spirit and Spice
with Ghillie Basan

12.30pm

11.30am

Lewis publishers Acair launch a new collection of stories
on ‘second sight’ and one powerful ‘seer stone,’ echoing the
tradition and legendary prophecies of the Brahan Seer - ‘the
Gaelic Nostradamus.’

As part of this year’s Faclan Fringe we present a special lunch
event on pairing food with many different malt whiskies hosted
by Scottish food and travel writer Ghillie Başan, whose books
have been nominated for the Glenfiddich Guild of Food
Writers and Cordon BleuAward.

Soil and Soul

Alastair McIntosh’s acclaimed book Soil & Soul is an
inspirational account of how his Lewis upbringing shaped his
life’s work as a prominent environmental activist. Now, leading
Scottish playwright Alan Bissett is adapting Soil & Soul for the
stage in a production by Lewis-based arts organisation sruthmara. To launch this year’s Faclan Fringe, Dolina Maclennan,
John Stahl, Elspeth Turner, Daibhidh Walker and Mairi
Campbell stage an exclusive work-in-progress performance of
Alan’s script, directed by Laura Cameron-Lewis, following a
week of rehearsals in Uig. Please join us afterwards for a lively
discussion with the creative team.

THURSDAY 31 OCTOBER
Film: The Treasure of
the Sierra Madre

2pm

Peter Brook 1963, 92mins
The original and most powerful film version of William
Golding’s dark parable for our times, in which a group of
marooned schoolboys gradually descend into savagery.

Momus: Hairstyle of the Devil

5pm

Cult musician and author Momus – named after the Greek god
of mockery - marks the 30th anniversary of his best-known
song, Hairstyle of the Devil, with a look at pop music’s power
to explore the darker, more transgressive aspects of human
behaviour, from his own influences such as Bowie and Brel,
to those he has influenced himself such as Pulp and the Pet
Shop Boys.

2pm Outpost: Dan Richards

7pm

A dark fable of how gold fever and greed generate paranoia,
suspicion and eventually murder, starring Humphrey Bogart.
The Treasure of the Sierra Madre was one of the first Hollywood
productions to be shot on location outside the USA.

Norse Place Names
with Donna Heddle

Lewis-based performers share works in progress across all artforms, inspired by this year’s festival theme.

Insurrection: James Hunter

“All of the images we used in the film also
feature in the new book of Margaret's photography,
which I produced in November 2018. Entitled
‘Eilean’ and published by Birlinn Ltd, the book
contains over 200 of Margaret's images, many of
them previously unseen by audiences. The images
are accompanied by anecdotes and quotes from
Margaret's letters and papers.

8.30pm

“I am delighted that the Festival has chosen
to use one of Margaret's very special images of
Halloween Guisers in South Uist in 1931, as the
promo image for the Solas event, on Hallowe’en.
It is always an image which creates surprise and
interest in what Margaret was doing in the Uists
at the time, in an effort to document in image and
film, for us today, a lifestyle that no longer exists!"

The film retells Margaret’s story in her own
words, using her images and films. It also features
two BBC broadcasts from the 1950s in which
Margaret and her close friend, Magda Sagarzazu,
explain how their lives were affected by the
islands, the people, the wildlife and the sounds.

Mackenzie, who will also be presenting the event.

The film was created by National Trust for
Scotland’s Canna House archivist, Fiona J

During efforts to re-digitise Margaret’s films,
previously undiscovered footage came to light

The story of this ground-breaking anthropologist
will be brought to life at Faclan on Thursday 31
October at 7:30pm in An Lanntair.

Julie brings art into
fiery and watery life

3.30pm

Acair hosts a reception to celebrate the launch of Neil
Rackham’s new book based on Highland prophecies.

F

By Roz Macaskill

ire and water vie for supremacy on
an Atlantic coastline. Their battle for
dominance is the subject of a three-and-a-halfyear film project by artist, Julie Brook, who
lives in Sleat, Isle of Skye, and has a base at
Ard Bheag in west Lewis.

Julie will screen a selection of her work at Faclan
where, she, along with author, Dan Richards, will
discuss the process and practice of working at the
edge of the world.
The events, Tìde: Julie Brook and Outpost: Dan
Richards, explore how work is created in far-flung
and unlikely places.
Julie's films focus on the Firestacks, a pillar 2m
in diameter, built with the surrounding stone from
the beach, something that initially inspired her 20
years ago.

An author and a visual artist compare notes across two events.
Dan Richards discusses his new book Outpost: A Journey
to the Wild Ends of the Earth (‘by turns beautiful, funny,
evocative and learned’ – The Observer), in which he travels to
mountains, tundra, forests, oceans and deserts to embrace the
appeal of isolation. His event is twinned with Tìde in which
land-artist Julie Brook expounds on the philosophy behind
her dramatic, elemental sea fire-stacks; conceived on Jura and
reignited phoenix-like on the west coast of Lewis.

Alone. At Sea:
10pm Niall Iain Macdonald

Andrew Eaton-Lewis’s songs have found their way to daytime
Radio One, a Hollywood movie, and numerous theatre shows.
Now living on Lewis, he launches his first album in five years, a
lyrical exploration of humanity, landscape and loss. ‘Adult pop
with heart and brains.’ - The Guardian.

The young American woman would never have
shared a croft house with locals, Peigi and Mairi
Macrae. She would never have met her husband,
John Lorne Campbell. Her deep love of the
Gaelic culture, songs and heritage would never
have grown – and Margaret would never have
documented the world around her through films,
photographs and sound recordings.

Insurrection: Scotland’s Famine Winter, by one of our finest historians
James Hunter, tells the story of the Islands and West Highlands
famine of the 1840s and the subsequent riots over the price of food: a
dramatic yet largely forgotten slice of Hebridean history.

6pm

After All of The Days
We Will Disappear

– including the film of the first plane landing on
Barra in 1936. Fiona stated: "Solas, which lasts
half an hour, portrays all these aspects of Margaret
and John's lives and is accompanied by clips of
some of the sound archive recorded by John
over his lifetime. The film also features a newly
commissioned soundtrack by Lewis piper, James
Duncan Mackenzie.

f Margaret Fay Shaw’s dream of becoming
a concert pianist hadn’t been shattered,
she would never have moved to South Uist in
1929.

2pm

Preceded by An-Dràsta, a short film by young people about climate
change in the Western Isles.

Solas: the Island Photography of
Margaret Fay Shaw
7.30pm Tìde: Julie Brook

Nature / Nurture Faclan Fringe Scratch Night 9.30pm

A surreal, comic walking tour, Momus’s Unreliable Tour
Guide has been performed at festivals across the world. Join
the creator of The Book of Scotlands and The Book of Japans
for a stroll around Stornoway and some fascinating – but not
necessarily factually accurate - truths.

A documentary about the Brazilian photographer Sebastiao Salgado
and his work with the world’s poor, exploited and deprived, Wim
Wenders film won the Special Prize at Cannes and the Cesar Award
for Best Documentary, as well as being nominated for an Oscar.

A fascinating insight into the history, heritage and meaning of
the Hebrides’ many Norse place names, presented by Professor
Donna Heddle from the University of the Highlands and
Islands.

A celebration of the
life, photography and
film of the American
anthropologist Margaret
Fay Shaw and her time
in Uist in the early 1930s,
this event includes a
screening of Solas, a new
short film about Shaw’s
life. Presented by Fiona
Mackenzie of the National
Trust for Scotland.

Momus: Unreliable Tour Guide 1pm

Film: The Salt of the Earth

5pm

I

By Roz Macaskill

Margaret’s story will be retold at Faclan: the
Hebridean Book Festival.
The evening will
include a screening of Solas, a new short film
about Margaret’s life. Solas (Gaelic for light)
uses rediscovered film shot by the folklorist, who
dedicated her life to documenting Gaelic song.

8pm
Film: Lord of the Flies

and the chances of history

10am

Self-described ‘knit-aholic’ Esther Rutter unravels the social
history and allure of knitting, from Fair Isle to Cornwall via
the Hebrides as described in her book This Golden Fleece,
published by Granta.
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Gaelic enthusiasm…

SATURDAY 2 NOVEMBER
The Golden Fleece:
Esther Rutter

7pm
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7.30pm

Niall Iain Macdonald shares the compelling testimony of his two
dramatic solo attempts to row across the Atlantic from NY to SY
- New York to Stornoway – and the reasons why he did it. This
exclusive account of an extraordinary voyage from depression to
mental health will include never before seen film footage.

Julie relates: "I discovered them in the early 90s
when I lived on the west coast of Jura. I was living
in a natural cliff arch, making a fire every day to
cook on, collecting water, swimming in the sea
and working outside on the hill. I wanted to make
work directly connected with what I felt about
living there. I wanted to bring the four elements
together in a single work. Because of the nature of
them being created and destroyed it is also when I
began using film to express this."

elements vie against one another. To experience
the power of the gravitational pull of the tide"

Julie went on to revisit her idea when she was
asked to contribute to a BBC documentary. "25
years on, I realised I had so much more experience
in filmmaking and sound, and I wanted to use
that," she explains.

Creating the fires throughout every season came
with its own tension for Julie and her team. "It's
very physically demanding," the artist relates. "The
weather can be brutal, with the kind of winds that
knock you off your feet.

"I've been filming the fire stacks seasonally in
winter, summer, spring and autumn. I want to
create an exhibition where the viewer sees all four
seasons and feels the incredible tension as the

"You're dealing with the elements at a very
basic physical level, and capturing the critical
moments, such as when a huge wave surges in
and extinguishes the fire, or the whole firestack

falls! It feels like I'm holding my breath for about
an hour-and-half, but it's also very exciting as I feel
I'm absolutely at the epicentre of the elements."
The extensive body of work created will
ultimately feature in a visceral exhibition, with
the medium of film plunging the viewer into the
furnace of the fire and the rage of wind and sea.
Join Julie at Faclan as she takes viewers on a
journey to the heart of fire and water. Tìde will be
held on Friday 1 November at 8:30pm.
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OCTOBER AT
AN LANNTAIR

NALINI: ARPITA SHAH
Exhibition Opening, Fri 11 Oct, 5pm 12 Oct – 16 Nov

Annie L. Maciver P7B recently held a sponsored silence with some of her friends to raise money for Cancer
Research UK. Annie and her friends raised the amazing sum of £650. Annie is pictured here with her granny
Katie Mary, Amy Macaulay and Catherine Gomez who accepted the cheque on behalf of Cancer Research UK.
Amy spoke to our pupils about the very valuable work done by Cancer Research across the country and the
Western Isles in particular. Well done Annie and friends.

An ongoing photographic series, Nalini focuses on Arpita’s mother, grandmother and herself,
exploring ancestral intimacies and how their histories, memories, and bodies are intertwined.
A personal journey developed across India, Kenya, and the UK, including portraiture, old
forgotten family photographs and stories, presented to An Lanntair in association with
Street Level Photography, the exhibition also forms part of our Purvai programme.

SUSIE MCCABE:
BORN BELIEVER
Wed 16 Oct, 8pm
The fastest-selling act at Glasgow International Comedy
Festival three years running is back with a brand-new show.
In her 40th year, Susie has decided to leave cynicism
behind to be an all-new positive Susie (optimistic at best,
positive at pushing it).
Join the former ‘Scottish Headliner of the Year’ for what will
no doubt be another barnstormer of a show.

Sùil air An Dàmhair October at a glance...
Thursday 3rd October
Friday 4th October
Saturday 5th October

Monday 7th October
Tuesday 8th October
Wednesday 9th October
Thursday 10th October
Friday 11th October
Saturday 12th October

Monday 14th October
Tuesday 15th October
Wednesday 16th October
Thursday 17th October
Friday 18th October

Full Circle: Family Music ......................................... 1pm
Full Circle: Mini Makes Drop-In ............................... 4pm
Cinema: Balance, Not Symmetry ........................... 7pm
Music: John Goldie and The High Plains ................ 8pm
Drama Club ......................................................10.15am
Art Club ................................................................... 1pm
Cinema: Princess Emmy ......................................... 3pm
Cinema: Rigoletto on the Lake 2019 Opera ........... 7pm
Music: Monday Night Music Session....................... 8pm
E&O: Under the Sea: Pre-School Arts Event .........All day
Full Circle: Making & Creative Play ...................... 10am
E&O: Under the Sea: Pre-School Arts Event .........All day
Full Circle: Family Music ......................................... 1pm
Full Circle: Mini Makes Drop-In ............................... 4pm
E&O: Under the Sea: Pre-School Arts Event .........All day
Exhibition Opening: Nalini: Arpita Shah................. 5pm
Cinema: Downton Abbey ........................................ 8pm
Travelling Gallery: Alex Finlay ʻDays of Accessʼ 11am-5pm
Drama Club ......................................................10.15am
Art Club ................................................................... 1pm
Saturday Gaming ................................................... 1pm
Cinema: Dora and the Lost City of Gold ................. 1pm
Cinema: Downton Abbey ............................4pm & 7pm
Exhibition: Nalini: Arpita Shah ............................All day
Discovery Free Shorts ............................... 11am & 2pm
Exhibition: Nalini: Arpita Shah ............................All day
Comedy: Alan Carr.................................................. 8pm
Exhibition: Nalini: Arpita Shah ............................All day
Comedy: Susie McCabe........................................... 8pm
Exhibition: Nalini: Arpita Shah ............................All day
Cinema: Dora and the Lost City of Gold ................. 3pm
Cinema: Downton Abbey ........................................ 7pm
Exhibition: Nalini: Arpita Shah ............................All day
Cinema: Asterix and the Magic Potion ................... 3pm

Cinema: IT Chapter 2 .............................................. 8pm
Exhibition: Nalini: Arpita Shah ............................All day
Saturday 19th October
Drama Club ......................................................10.15am
Art Club ................................................................... 1pm
Saturday Gaming ................................................... 1pm
Cinema: IT Chapter 2 .............................................. 7pm
Monday 21st October
Cinema: Toy Story 4 (relaxed screening) ............... 2pm
Exhibition: Nalini: Arpita Shah ............................All day
Wednesday 22nd October Cinema: IT Chapter 2 .............................................. 7pm
Exhibition: Nalini: Arpita Shah ............................All day
Thursday 24th October
Full Circle: Family Music ......................................... 1pm
Full Circle: Mini Makes Drop-In ............................... 4pm
Music: Luke Jackson / The Tumbling Souls............ 8pm
Exhibition: Nalini: Arpita Shah ............................All day
Friday 25th October
Cinema: Cult Classic Night: The Witch..................... 7pm
Cinema: Cult Classic Night: Evil Dead 2 .............9.30pm
Exhibition: Nalini: Arpita Shah ............................All day
Saturday 26th October
Drama Club ......................................................10.15am
Art Club ................................................................... 1pm
Cinema: Ugly Dolls ................................................. 3pm
Cinema: Billy Connolly: The Sex Life of Bandages . 8pm
Exhibition: Nalini: Arpita Shah ............................All day
Sunday 27th October
Cinema: Ugly Dolls ................................................. 2pm
Monday 28th October
Faclan: The Hebridean Book Festival .................All day
Exhibition: Nalini: Arpita Shah ............................All day
Tuesday 29th October
Faclan: The Hebridean Book Festival .................All day
Exhibition: Nalini: Arpita Shah ............................All day
Wednesday 30th October Full Circle: Making & Creative Play ...................... 10am
Faclan: The Hebridean Book Festival ............................
Exhibition: Nalini: Arpita Shah ............................All day
Thursday 31st October
Full Circle: Family Music ......................................... 1pm
Full Circle: Mini Makes Drop-In ............................... 4pm
Faclan: The Hebridean Book Festival ..................All day
Exhibition: Nalini: Arpita Shah ............................All day

We were very happy to welcome Christina Mackenzie one of our former pupils to lead our Assembly on Monday
23rd of September. Christina spoke to all our pupils about her charity cycle from Land’s End to John O’ Groats
which she completed very recently. She also took along her bicycle which was of great interest to our pupils.
Christina spoke about representing the Western Isles in the Island Games in various venues around the World.
Wider achievement is an important part of every child’s education now and hopefully having listened to Christina
and what she has achieved, will inspire our pupils to achieve the best they can in and out of school. Christina
raised the fantastic sum of £ 2,353 during her cycle ride which she donated to Cancer Research.

Our P6 and P7 boys and girls enjoyed a fantastic football festival on Friday the 20th September. The games
were played on the all-weather pitch in glorious sunshine. We had seven teams playing in the festival which
was organised by the Sport and Health department and included all the Lewis and Harris Primary School teams.
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Thank You also to all who joined the Stornoway RNLI Ladies Guild
for Afternoon Tea on Saturday 7th September, the enjoyable event
raising £771! And thank you to the winning bid of £80 in our Cosy
Blanket auction, hand-made and donated for auction by Stornoway
RNLI supporter Janette Murray.

Betty’s 5p Pots!

eptember 2019 has proved quiet for Stornoway RNLI with no
shouts to report.

Hugh William Viscount Gough

It was a hazardous operation with the lifeboat rising and falling 9
to 12 feet in the swell and breaking seas around the casualty’s stern.
Just after the sixth man had been safely transferred, a Sea King
helicopter from RAF Lossiemouth, which had been tasked at 0238,
arrived on scene and provided great help illuminating the area with
powerful floodlights.
At 0410, Stornoway RNLI lifeboat informed Stornoway Coastguard
that all 29 survivors were safely on board, and that her expected time
of arrival at Stornoway would be 0730.
A full account of the ‘Junella’ shout can be found on the Stornoway
RNLI Facebook page – www.facebook.com, search ‘Stornoway RNLI’.

Thank You for Generosity!

Maintaining full speed for the entire passage, Stornoway RNLI
lifeboat arrived on scene at 03.18. The ‘Junella’ was blacked out, but
the lifeboat crew searched using searchlight from her sister boat, the
‘Northella’, standing by about three quarters of a mile east.
Locating and getting alongside the ‘Junella’ was both difficult and
dangerous but displaying superb seamanship, Coxswain Macdonald
brought the lifeboat alongside and maintained position for around 40
minutes while the 29 survivors disembarked.

A great sum of £342 has been raised for Stornoway RNLI to date with
‘Betty’s 5p Pots’ – thank you to all who have collected… And you can
help raise more by getting involved and picking up your own 5p Pot!
Stornoway RNLI Ladies Guild launched their ‘Betty’s 5p Pots’
Appeal in May – letting you help the RNLI save lives at sea by raising
money through saving 5p coins in small jam jars.
The idea for Betty’s 5p Pots came from Betty Firth, who was the
Honorary Treasurer for over 20 years at the Hertford branch of the
RNLI – and a Betty’s 5p Pot is the small jam jars that you get your
breakfast jam or marmalade in when you stay at a hotel or B&B.
If you, your family, schools or youth group want to get involved,
you can collect your Betty’s 5p Pot from the Stornoway RNLI Lifeboat
Shop, take it away and fill it up with 5ps, then return it. And take
another empty jar away again with you!
Donations of empty jam jars and lids or recycling and labelling as
Betty’s 5p Pots are most welcomed. And for any further information,
please contact Stornoway RNLI Ladies Guild on email at: Stornoway.
rnli.fundraising@gmail.com

Dates for your Diary

Just after midnight on Monday, September 29th 1980, Stornoway
RNLI’s Solent Class Lifeboat ‘Hugh William Viscount Gough’
launched at shortly after midnight to the aid of 1,615 gross ton motor
fishing vessel ‘Junella’, run aground off Eilean Trodday, Isle of Skye,
with 29 men aboard.
A gale to strong gale, force 8 to 9 was blowing from the south and
seas were rough with a heavy swell; the sky heavily overcast and in
frequent rain squalls visibility was reduced to less than a mile.

“Thank you to everyone who sponsored us and donated for your
generosity and support,” said Jane. “It’s a fantastic amount. Thank
you! All in the name of a good man.”
A huge thank-you to Jane and all who walked, supported, and
donated from all at Stornoway RNLI!

Stornoway Shouts

However, 39 years ago it was very different with a shout that saw
the RNLI Silver Medal awarded to Coxswain/Mechanic Malcolm
Macdonald; and the thanks of the Institution inscribed on vellum to
Assistant Mechanic George F. Smith, Emergency Mechanic John J.
Maclennan, and crew members Kenneth I.Macdonald and Malcolm
Maclean.
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They walked 25miles from Bernera to Stornoway - and raised over
£8,500 for Stornoway RNLI.
The amazing total of £8,683 was raised by a sponsored walk,
organised by Stornoway RNLI Ladies Guild member Jane Maciver
and which took place on August 1st this year.
Jane organised the sponsored walk in member of her late partner,
Craig, a fisherman who lost his life at sea, and was delighted to be
joined on the day by family, friends, fellow Ladies Guild members
and members of Stornoway RNLI crew.

Try your luck on Friday October 4th at the Stornoway RNLI Prize
Bingo Night, taking place at Stornoway Sea Angling Club, 7pm.
Open to all ages, Bingo Books are £10 per book for adults and £5 for
children (12 & under) ½ book.
Join us for a delicious Soup & Pudding Lunch in Clan Macquarrie
Hall, Borve, on Saturday November 2nd.

How to Help
You can keep up to date with the RNLI charity at www.rnli.org – and
why not ‘Like’ the Stornoway RNLI Facebook page to keep up with
local lifeboat crew at www.facebook.com, search ‘Stornoway RNLI’.

STORNOWAY MEDIA PRODUCTION COMPANY
MACTV BECOMES EMPLOYEE OWNED
18 staff members given stake in Highlands and Islands’ largest independent TV company

1

8 staff at Stornoway-based production company mactv have
been given a stake in the business after it became Scotland’s
latest employee-owned business.

hold 90% of the shares on behalf of the employees. The process
was managed by 4-consulting, with legal services provided by
Blackadders and accountancy support from Mann Judd Gordon.

Established in 2001, award-winning MacTV is the largest
independent TV company in the Highlands and Islands. Specialising
in factual documentary, arts and music programmes in Gaelic and in
English, the company is one of the biggest producers of programming
for BBC ALBA, including the Gaelic language channel’s flagship
documentary series Trusadh, which tells distinctive, and compelling
stories from Scotland. The company’s main production base is in the
Hebrides, with staff also in the central belt, and in recent years the
company has also been involved in a variety of international coproductions, working with companies in Canada, Ireland, Iceland
and Wales.

Head of Co-operative Development Scotland, Clare Alexander,
said: “It’s great to see that a business with such a distinct and important
offering is handing over the reins to its staff. Companies in Scotland
are increasingly recognising the many benefits that can be gained
from employee ownership, such as its effectiveness at retaining skills
and jobs locally. This is particularly crucial in areas like Stornoway,
where small businesses are a key driver of employment and provide
a significant contribution to the local economy. We wish mactv
every success and look forward to seeing how the workforce shapes
its future.”

When managing director Bill Morrison began to look ahead to
his retirement, there were a number of considerations, including a
preference to try and ensure that the business remained based in
Stornoway, and that the company’s positive community ethos &
culture remained at its core. Bill identified employee ownership as
a potential ideal solution, and he subsequently got in touch with
Highlands and Islands Enterprise to explore the option in more
detail. From there, he was introduced to Co-operative Development
Scotland, the arm of Scotland’s Enterprise Agencies that supports
company growth through collaborative and employee ownership
business models.
“In the 18 years since it was established, the hugely talented
and hardworking team here at mactv have helped build a highly
regarded production company which is recognised at both a
national and international level for producing important and
compelling programming with Scotland’s unique spirit at its heart.

With a workforce truly rooted in the community, the passion, skills
and local knowledge of our staff is vital to the quality of our output.
“A traditional trade sale may have seen us bought by a competitor,
potentially risking job security and compromising our offering.
Employee ownership ensures that the company is owned by and run
for the benefit of those most close to it, while providing ongoing
economic benefit to the area by anchoring the work and jobs in the
local community. Our new employee owners now have an increased
stake in their own future, with a say in the business, empowering
them to shape its direction and drive growth.”
An Employee Ownership Trust has been formed which will

John Macdonald, account manager at HIE’s area team in
Stornoway, said: “MacTV is a significant employer in Stornoway, and
we are pleased to support them with a grant towards the process
of the employee buyout. Transferring ownership to employees
is a great option for the business and is an effective way to drive
business performance by boosting productivity, increase employee
engagement and keep the company in the community. By making
this move, the owners have secured these jobs and the long-term
presence of the company on the island.”
Statistics demonstrate that employee-owned businesses
consistently outperform their non EO counterparts in terms of higher
levels of profitability, increased productivity brought about by higher
levels of engagement and enhanced employee wellbeing, as well
as improved business resilience during times of recession. Within
Scotland, there are now around 110 employee-owned companies
operating, with approximately 7,500 employee-owners generating a
combined turnover of around £950 million.
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Crofting

Scottish Crofting Federation

Turning a blind eye to needs of crofting
I

By Patrick Krause

t came as a disappointment to see that
crofting legislation did not appear on
the Scottish Government’s ‘Programme
for Government’ for this year, but the
announcement by Fergus Ewing that it is
unlikely to proceed through parliament at all
this session is a slap in the face for crofters.
Mr Ewing gave the clear commitment on many
occasions that the first phase of the legislation,
the really important stuff that effects crofters’
day to day lives, would be dealt with in this
parliamentary session. Scottish Government
seems to be ignoring this commitment.
Stakeholders and Scottish government officials
have committed a massive amount of resource

over many years to get to the point that a Bill
is almost ready to proceed. Opposition parties
have been kept on-board and consensus sought,
with the intention that the bill should progress
relatively unhindered. Now we are told that this
may have all been in vain, that other legislation
takes precedence over crofting.
We understand that the Brexit shenanigans will
be adding a huge amount to government workload
but we would suggest that despite Brexit-related
legislation having to be worked on, many other
pieces of legislation are in the pipeline and will
proceed through parliament. A decision had to
made by Scottish Government about which to
give the higher priority to, and yet again it was not
crofters and crofting.
Following on from a previous column in
which I covered the ‘convergence uplift’, it is

very encouraging that the UK Government has
honoured the Prime Minister’s pledge to pay the
£160 million that has been owed to Scotland due
to the below-average agricultural payments we
receive. It is in great part down to the tenacity of
the Scottish Government and Scottish producers
that we won this, though it was clearly owed to
us and it is shameful that we had to make such an
effort to get what is due to us.
Scottish Government and stakeholders have
long argued that the refund should come to
Scotland in its entirety as it is our low payments,
those to crofters and hill farmers, which bring
the UK average down low enough to justify the
refund. Until now the UK Government has been
reluctant to concede that it is Scotland’s money
and have only given us £30 million with the
intention of dividing the rest up between the other

nations. Now that we are to get the remaining
£160 million, we need to make sure that it goes to
those areas that receive very low payments.
There is a huge disparity in payments in Scotland
with permanent rough grazing only getting a tenth
of that which arable and rotational grass get. This
is the rough grazing that supports crofters and
hill farmers and it is this payment that brings the
Scottish average down so low. It follows logically
therefore that the payment for this grazing should
be increased to raise the Scottish average.
It is imperative that Scottish Government do not
do what the UK government tried to do, to use
this money for anything but for that which it is
intended. This is money that has a specific use, to
increase agricultural payments to the lowest paid
and must be ring-fenced for this. Or will Scottish
Government chose to ignore that too?

Join the SCF
Membership of the Scottish Crofting
Federation is an investment in
the future of crofting.
Your support will strengthen the voice
of crofters & crofting communities

¾
¾
¾

Registered in Scotland as a Limited Company No: SC218658
Recognised as Scottish Charity No: SC031919







www.crofting.org
ww
01599 530 005
hq@crofting.org
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Crofting
Services

LET IT BE
NO FLUKE!

T

here is always something
we can complain about
and this Autumn, due to the
very wet and mild August and
first half of September, the
high risk of fluke in our stock
is being highlighted by vets
across the country.
Signs of severe infections include distended painful abdomen,
anaemia and sudden death. The picture above of fluid bagging under
the jaw is also a strong indicator of infection. Chronic liver fluke
disease is more common than the acute form and occurs in both
sheep and cattle, usually during the winter and spring, although
infection can persist throughout the year.
It is important to use the appropriate drug for each situation
and to base treatments on fluke forecasts. Most flukicidal drugs
on the market are effective in treating chronic fasciolosis because
they kill adult fluke, but few are effective in treating acute fluke
infections in sheep caused by the immatures migrating through the
liver. Triclabendazole (TCBZ) is generally the drug of choice but as
resistance to flukicides can occur with repeated and frequent use,
alternatives should be used wherever possible, particularly in late
winter and spring, to reduce potential for the development of TCBZresistance.
One way of monitoring is the use of a testing kit. The SAC
Veterinary team provide a kit which can test for worms and fluke,
called WORMSCAN. This worm egg counting service can be used
to monitor adult worm burdens in lambs. The results help you
decide if you need to use a wormer and give you an indication of
the contamination of that pasture by parasites. It can also be used to
check if the wormer which you have used has worked.
The WORMSCAN kits for sampling; consist of 10 sample pots,
gloves, submission form, leak-proof bag and a pre-paid jiffy bag for the
return of the samples to the Laboratory for analysis.
The price of the kit is:
Bulk Worm count 10 faeces samples

£25.20

Full Kit (including sample pots)

£32.80

Added Fluke

£12.00

For more information contact your vet, local SAC Consulting
Veterinary Centre or telephone the Aberdeen Vet Centre on 01224
711177.
The use of combination fluke and worm products should be
discouraged as it can lead to off-target selection for resistance
to broad-spectrum anthelmintics in nematodes, or fasciolicide
resistance in Fasciola Hepatica (liver fluke). However, there is
evidence that closantel combinations have a synergistic activity that
may enhance their activity against resistant Fasciola Hepatica (and
Haemonchus Contortus, the Barber's Pole Worm), and also help
delay the emergence of resistance to either class of compound.

ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL
Where fluke infection is present, identification and exclusion of
snail habitats from livestock offers some measure of control. Drainage
eliminates the snail and offers an effective means of control, but the
proliferation of environmental schemes to protect wetland areas

RESEARCH
PROVEN

has reduced the opportunities for this to be implemented. Simply
keeping stock off the wettest fields in the autumn and the winter,
when the incidence of disease is at its highest, can reduce the risk
of fluke.

COMING EVENTS:
SAC Stornoway are running a Derelict to Productive series of
meetings over the winter. The first on the 10th of October in South
Shawbost and a further event in South Harris in November (date to
be arranged). If you’re a new or pending crofter these meetings
will provide an opportunity to visit a croft, develop a plan, source
routes for improvement and access practical advice. (contact SAC
Stornoway, 703103 for further information).

WITH PROTECTED ZINC AND SELENIUM YEAST PLUS ADDED COBALT

SAC, through the Farm Advisory Service (FAS) are also working
alongside the Crofting Commission to deliver a series of Common
Grazing Workshops for clerks and committee members across Lewis.
District

Possible Workshops

28/10/19

Lochs

Evening

29/10/19

Stornoway

Day & Evening

30/10/19

Ness/Barvas/Westside

Day & Evening

31/10/19

Uig

Evening

Vital minerals, trace elements and
vitamins plus added plant essential
oils to support ewe and
a lamb
performance
p formance at grass.
per
grr

Should you wish to discuss any of the above information, please
contact either the Crofting Commission (01463663439) or the local
SAC Consulting office.
Iain M Macmillan
Senior Agricultural Consultant, SAC Stornoway

www.rumenco.co.uk
k

EXTRA HIGH ENERGY
FOR FLUSHING AND TUPPING.
Obtain the ideal body condition score
16ME MJ/kg DM - Extra High in Energy
Stronger oestrus response
Achieve a more compact lambing period
Stimulates forage intake by up to 15%
and increases forage digestibility by up to 10%
 Low required intakes 40-60g, typically costing 3-5p ewe/day






+44 016973 32592 info@crystalyx-global.com Find your nearest stockist at crystalyx- global.com

Crystalyx UK
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Dolina Laing, Community Nurse Uist team - 22 years service; Morag Montgomery, Community Nurse South team - 21 years service;
Donna Macdonald, Community Nurse South team - 26 years service; Kathleen McCulloch, Lead Nurse;
William Findlay, Nurse, Midwife and AHP Director/ Chief Operating Officer; Dr Jonathan Sher, deputy Director QNIS; Susan Matheson, Health
Visitor Uist -35 years service; Catherine Jacek, Community Psychiatric Nurse Lewis and Harris team – 25 years service.

N

QNIS celebrates 130th anniversary

urses, past and present, from across the Western Isles,
gathered at the Caberfeidh Hotel in Stornoway on
September 24 to celebrate 130 years of the Queen’s Nursing
Institute Scotland (QNIS).

Nurses of the
future!
NHS
Western
Isles staff recently
attended
the
Developing
Young Workforce
event at Tong
School.
Staff took mini
tunics along to
the event for
the children to
try on, along
with equipment,
bandages
etc.
The tunics are
part of a national
initiative to help
tackle
gender
stereotypes
and encourage
children to think
about nursing as
the diverse career
that it is today.
Sharing of pictures is encouraged using the hashtag #FutureNurse.
Tong School Head Teacher, Carol Ann Maclean, said: “We held a
Developing the Young Workforce event to explore the world of work.
All children from Nursery to Primary 7 were able to select careers/
voluntary opportunities that they were interested in and find out
about the different skills involved in that job.
“The children spent 20 minutes learning about a career before
moving to another choice as it was held as a workshop format. It
was a very successful event with over 30 partners involved! We look
forward to hosting a similar event next year.”

The event included a welcome by Kathleen McCulloch,
Community Lead Nurse, NHS Western Isles, and speeches by Annetta
Smith, Head of Nursing, UHI; William Findlay, Nurse, Midwife and
AHP Director/Chief Operating Officer, NHS Western Isles; Ron
Culley, Chief Officer, Health and Social Care; and Johnathan Sher,
Deputy Director, QNIS.
It was particularly special to have a number of Western Isles retired

N

nurses in attendance, including the most senior Queen’s Nurse in the
Western Isles, 91-year-old Morag Cunningham from Scalpay, who
cut the cake.
Congratulations to all those who received well-deserved long
service awards: Catherine Jacek, Community Psychiatric Nurse;
Susan Matheson, Health Visitor; Donna Macdonald, Community
Nurse; Morag Montgomery, Community Nurse; and Dolina
Macleod, Community Nurse.
The Western Isles Health Board would like to extend sincere
thanks to each and every one of the nurses working across the
Western Isles who go over and above the call of duty to provide
excellent care to patients every day.

A clean bill of health for hospital

HS Western Isles has welcomed the recent report
by Healthcare Improvement Scotland, following an
unannounced safe and clean inspection visit to Western Isles
Hospital.

The inspection of Western Isles Hospital took place on July 15th
and 16th, and the report was published on Tuesday September 24th.
The inspection team visited the hospital to meet patients and
staff, inspect wards, assess cleanliness and to check that the hospital
meets national standards.
Feedback from patients was particularly encouraging, with all
patients interviewed during the visit stating that the ‘standard of
cleanliness on the ward is always good’ and ‘the equipment used by
staff is always clean’.
All patients thought that toilets, showers and bedroom areas were
kept very clean, and regarded the cleaning routine as very thorough.
What Western Isles Hospital did particularly well:
• There was good staff compliance and knowledge of standard
infection control precautions.
• The standard of domestic cleaning was good.
• Feedback from patients was positive.
What Western Isles Hospital could do better:
• The recording of staff training.
• Cleanliness and maintenance of patient equipment.
Inspectors found that ward staff had a good level of knowledge
and understanding of the various standard infection control
precautions. The management of patients who were in isolation
for infection prevention and control reasons was also reported as
‘good’, and inspectors noted that each area carried out monthly
standard infection control precaution audits, which includes hand
hygiene and ward cleanliness.

In all wards inspected, all patients spoken to said that nursing
staff always cleaned their hands before attending to them and wore
disposable gloves and aprons as appropriate. Patients meanwhile
reported that assistance for cleaning their hands was readily available
when requested.
The standard of environmental cleanliness was also found to be
good and the storage areas were generally clean and tidy with items
stored off the floor.
Inspectors noted that each patient bed space had a cleaning
schedule in place which included cleaning and checking of
mattresses. These were seen to be completed, however, inspectors
noted that some of the mattresses needed replaced.
NHS Western Isles can confirm that all mattresses identified as
requiring replacement during the visit have since been replaced and
there is an ongoing rolling programme in place to replace mattresses.
NHS Western Isles Chief Executive, Gordon Jamieson, said:
“NHS Western Isles welcomes this report, which highlights positive
feedback from patients, a good standard of domestic cleaning
and good staff compliance and knowledge of infection control
precautions. I would like to take this opportunity to thank our staff
for their hard work and dedication to ensure standards of safety and
cleanliness are continually high.
“We also welcome the opportunities for improvement highlighted,
and I’m pleased to report that we have already addressed the vast
majority of actions in our action plan.”
Ian Smith, Head of Quality of Care, Healthcare Improvement
Scotland, said: “During our inspection we found good staff
compliance and knowledge of infection control precautions, and the
standard of domestic cleaning was good. However, NHS Western
Isles must ensure equipment and mattresses are safe and clean, and
must improve the recording of staff training.”
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Shona urges women to be breast aware

completing her treatment and being given the news she was cancerfree. Surrounded by her husband and children, Shona enthusiastically
rang the bell at the Beatson West of Scotland Cancer Centre, which
signifies the end of a patient receiving cancer treatment.
She added: “I was able to get through my cancer diagnosis and
treatment with the support of my family and friends, and I am so
grateful to them. I am also so very grateful for the fantastic treatment
I received through the Beatson West of Scotland Cancer Centre, who
helped and supported me throughout my treatment plan.”
Shona urges: "Please don’t ever ignore any unusual signs or
symptoms with your breasts and particularly remember to TLC
(Touch, Look and Check).

Shona's family is husband David, sons Lennon & Anthony and daughter Mairi.
Shona graduated with a Post Graduate Diploma in Education in August 2019. She is now teaching in Sgoil an Iochdair.

I

n advance of October's annual Breast Cancer Awareness
Month, 35 year old breast cancer survivor Shona MacInnes
from South Uist is eager to share her story to encourage women
to regularly self-check their breasts and detect cancer early.
On November 2, 2017, Shona received the devastating news she
had been diagnosed with breast cancer. At the age of 33 Shona
was a wife and mother of three, was physically fit and healthy, and
studying to become a teacher. There was no immediate family history
of breast cancer, so it was a shock to everyone when Shona received
her diagnosis.
It was during her monthly breast self-examination that Shona
discovered a lump in her breast and immediately contacted her local
GP Practice for an appointment. After her initial GP appointment,
she was then referred to Glasgow where, within seven days, she had
received her breast cancer diagnosis and a treatment plan was put
into action.

symptoms can be caught early just by looking out for certain changes
in your breasts and being proactive about your breast health. Lumps
can appear anywhere in your breasts, armpit or around your
collarbone. Any changes in the size or shape of your breasts need
to be checked out. Remember that if you do find a lump, it doesn’t
necessarily mean you have cancer, but you do need to get it looked
at, to rule it out. Symptoms and signs of breast cancer include:

“Remember that cancer does not discriminate, it can affect anyone
- my life was going along as normal, I was busy with my daily life and
family commitments while studying.
“It would have been so easy for me to overlook my breast selfexamination, but I am so grateful that I didn't. I found the lump, got it
checked as soon as possible, and now I'm cancer-free.”
If you would like more information on cancer awareness and signs
and symptoms visit: www.getcheckedearly.org/

‘At risk’ groups
warned on ‘flu

• a change in breast size or shape
• a lump or area that feels thicker than the rest of the breast
• a change in skin texture such as puckering or dimpling (like the
skin of an orange)
• redness or rash on the skin and/or around the nipple
• your nipple has become pulled in or looks different, for example
changed its position or shape
• liquid that comes from the nipple without squeezing

Shona said: “It was a tough nine months, but it shows just how
important it is for women to regularly check their breasts so that if
breast cancer is found, it's more likely to be treated successfully.”

• pain in your breast or your armpit that’s there all or almost all
of the time

Many of the symptoms of breast cancer are invisible but some

On July 12 2018, Shona celebrated with her family and friends on

• a swelling in your armpit or around your collarbone

W

estern Isles residents who are eligible for the free
influenza (flu) vaccination will shortly receive letters to
remind them to make an appointment in their local GP Practice.

Vaccinations will be offered to people who are at greater risk from
the effects of flu, including those with health conditions such as heart
problems, emphysema, diabetes or liver or kidney disease.
The free vaccination is also being offered to children aged two to
five years old, primary school pupils, those aged 65 years and over,
pregnant women, and health and social care workers.
Letters will be issued by GP practices and patients should contact
their local practice to make a suitable appointment. In line with the
new GP contract and primary care reform, vaccinations will now be
carried out by community nurses within GP Practices rather than by
practice nurses.
Flu is a very infectious disease which can have serious consequences
and can be fatal. Those who have chronic conditions should ensure
therefore that they are immunised again with this year’s vaccine.
NHS Western Isles Director of Public Health, Dr Maggie Watts,
said: “Flu can cause severe health complications and the influenza
vaccination remains the best defence against the virus.
“We want everyone in the Western Isles who is at greater risk from
the dangers of flu to be protected. The immunisation is safe, and
provides protection for up to a year. It only takes a few minutes and
even if you were immunised against flu last winter it is important to
receive the vaccine again, as the viruses change each season.”
Primary pupils throughout the islands will be offered the flu
vaccination administered by the local school nursing team during
October and November.
Pupils take the vaccine in the form of a nasal spray, avoiding the
need for an injection, and consent forms will be sent to all primary
pupils, with parents and carers urged to return consent and ensure
their child is protected against flu this winter.
Children aged two (on September 1 2019) to five years old are
also offered a free flu immunisation – again taken as a pain-free nasal
spray – and will be invited to their local GP practice for vaccination.
Pregnant women are more at risk of flu-related complications and
need extra protection as flu infection during pregnancy can be very
harmful both to mother and baby.
The flu vaccine is safe for baby and mother at any stage of
pregnancy, and pregnant women across the Western Isles will be
offered the flu vaccination by their midwives.
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£7.95

Magic of Indian
classical music on Isles

£8.00

Òrain Ìleach
Gaelic Songs of Islay £15.00
PBK | 100pp | ISBN: 9780866152
524365
Anns an leabhar seo, deasaic
ichte lee Lynn NicDhòmhnaill gheibhe
gheibhear
òrain a tha cur an cèill spioorad Gàidhlig
dhlig Ìle tro eachdraidh, d
dualchas
agus àrainneachd phrìseil
il an eilein.
Edited by Lynn Macdonaald and drawn from
om recent lo
local projects reviving
traditional poetry with new music and gathering
ering previously unpublished
songs, together with old
ld favourites. (Bilingual book)

T

www.acairbooks.com

Dalbir Singh Rattan and Roopa Panesar will be
bringing their music to Stornoway and Balallan in
Lewis and Finsbay in Harris.
The concerts form part of the Purvai festival,
but, for the first time, will go beyond Stornoway.
Catherine Maclean, original Purvai project
curator, stated: “This is being made possible by
a collaboration with the original project partners
and now new partners, organisations and venues
getting involved.”

LEABHRAICHEAN ÈISTEACHD
L
AUDIOBOOKS
A
Th lleabhraichean-èisteachd
Tha
bh
h
rim faighinn aig Acair
a-nis, leis an fheadhain gu h-ìosal nam measg!

Dalbir, who plays the Tabla, explained: “Over
the past years, the concerts have always happened
at An Lanntair or during the Purvai festival, but this
time we wanted to take the music to various parts
of the island.”

Acair have launched a range of audiobooks - children's are free
to download, including the books below. TAKE ADVANTAGE!

https://acairbooks.selz.com/

£6.00

Dalbir first visited the islands when he was
working on theatre production, The Typist. “We
did a Scottish tour, and one of the dates took us
to An Lanntair,” he revealed. “It was great! I love
everything about the islands, especially the people
and the pace of life.
“My good friend, Roopa, and I are really excited
to return. We have played together twice at the
Purvai festival and we were just embraced by the
audience.”
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Catherine continued: “This year it is really
wonderful to see the Purvai project and programme
being carried forward and being led by the artists
who have got involved over the years, they now
are continuing the project and this year are taking
it to new venues out and about in the community.
“In Kinloch Historical Society, the team there
are creating a whole family evening event;
including a specially created Indian menu
from their Chef, a Historical Talk about Colin
Mackenzie Collector Extraordinaire – the original
inspiration for the Purvai project and a welcome
drink from The Harris Distillery. In the Town Hall
in Stornoway, the Chai stall will return with Indian
Street food prepared by Manoj Sharma - look out
for his speciality Black Pudding Pakora, made
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By Roz Macaskill

he magic of Indian classical music will be
echoing through various island venues this
month.
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with the finest of local produce, Charles Macleod
Black Pudding, and you can wash this down with a
Downpour Gin from the North Uist Distillery who
are travelling up specially for the event.
“What is also really nice this year is that the
music is branching out in more new directions,
giving a platform for local young talent to showcase
their musicianship and instruments. Daisy Nash
will be opening up the show in the Town Hall with
a short solo performance of harp music.
“All of these events will be taking place across
the Island in the run up to Diwali, the Indian festival
of light, which is really serendipitous timing.
“Last year Purvai won a Judges Commendation
Award at the Scottish Thistle Tourism Awards so
it’s hugely encouraging and reassuring to see the
project continued. The project has always been
well received with supportive audiences which
is something you are always sincerely grateful for
when organising any event – so we really hope that
audiences once again will be supportive and come
out for the events.”
The first event in the tour will take place on
Thursday 24th October at the Mission House
Gallery in Harris. Contact details are: mail@
themissionhouse.co.uk and 01859 530227 .
On Friday 25th October, Dalbir and Roopa
can be seen performing in the Kinloch Historical
Society premises in Balallan. Contact details are:
gemma.kinlochhistorical@hotmail.co.uk
and
01851 830778.
The Stornoway Town Hall kicks off on Saturday
26th October at 6pm, when food and drink will be
served, and performances starting from 7.30pm.
Tickets and information are available from the An
Lanntair box office.
An Lanntair will also be home to Nalini; a
visual arts photography exhibition by Arpita Shah,
another long-time Purvai project collaborator.
Arpita’s solo exhibition will be in the main gallery
at An Lanntair throughout October and November.
For an evening of music that is both upbeat and
traditional, head along to Dalbir and Roopa’s tour
– coming soon to a venue near you!

Last flares amnesty

he last out-of-date flares collection day
of 2019 is to be held at HM Coastguard’s
Stornoway station.
Coastguard officers are inviting mariners and
fishermen to bring time-expired pyrotechnics in
on Saturday October 5th between 10am and 4pm.

A one-off collection is also being held for Uist at
HM Coastguard's Benbecula Station on Saturday
19th October – also from 10am to 4pm.

Contractors EPC are due to arrive in the Western
Isles later in the month to destroy the items, which
are held in safe storage at the Coastguard station
after being handed in.
A Coastguard spokesman said: “Please ensure
you dispose of these items correctly. They can be
highly dangerous when not handled correctly.

“If you find any of these items discarded on the
beach, please don’t touch them, dial 999 and ask
for the Coastguard.”

03/10/19 - 06/11/19

www.hebevents.com

EVENTS SECTION TWO - Page B19

PLANNING APPLICATIONS
DURING SEPTEMBER 2019

The following planning applications are pending consideration by Comhairle nan Eilean Siar.
All information and accompanying documents are publicly available on the CnES website.
LEWIS

New house, Marybank.

New and replacement poles for overhead lines, Ness.
Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks has applied for
planning permission to replace three poles, and erect two new
poles to replace the H-pole on the Ness Football Club premises
which will be dismantled, at Overhead Line, Fivepenny, Ness.

New house, Uig.

John Macleod of 48 Lewis Street has applied for planning
permission to erect a house with heat source pump and external
garage at 5a Maryhill, Marybank.
Work is to include creating a new access and four parking
spaces. The house is to consist of four bedrooms, two bathrooms,
a kitchen/dining room, a living room, a utility room and a drying
room.

Tina and Ian Burgess have applied for planning permission to
build a new house at 17 Crowlista. Work is to include creating a
new access and installing an air source heat pump. The house is
to consist of one bedroom, one bathroom, an open plan kitchen/
living/dining area, and a utility room. The external walls are to
be clad in larch and the roof is to be made of corrugated metal.
New machinery store.

Change of use from outhouse to house, Newmarket.
William Angus Morrison of 146 Newmarket has applied for
planning permission to change the use of the outhouse at 146
Newmarket to a house. The external appearance of the structure
will remain the same, whilst the interior will be altered to create
a one-bedroom dwelling.
Partial demolition, renovation and extension, Point.
Point Community Council has applied for planning permission
to partially demolish existing buildings, renovate and extend
their premises at Urras Storas an Rubha, Old School, Knock.
The plan is to improve the community facilities, incorporating
enlarged shop, cafe, museum and community office facilities.

New agricultural building, Sandwick.
North Street Grazings has applied for planning permission to
erect an agricultural building on North Street, Sandwick. Work
is to include creating four parking spaces. The building is to be
223 square metres.

New sign, Ness.
Re-roof house, Stornoway.
John Macleod of Farmfield Bungalow, Mill Lane, Queensbury,
Bradford, has applied for planning permission to re-roof the
house at Wandene, 2 Goathill Crescent. The house is a listed
building and therefore requires permission for alterations.

Annie Maclean of 60 Newmarket has applied for planning
permission to extend the house at 8 Lochside, North Tolsta. The
extension is to be 9 metres by 4.35 metres. Work is to include
altering the porch and dormer roofs.
Polycrub, Ness.
Donald MacSween of 20A North Dell has applied for planning
permission to erect a polycrub at 20A North Dell. The polycrub
is to be 12.7 metres long, 4 metres wide and 2.6 metres tall. The
outer is to be constructed from polycarbonate twinply sheeting.
Camping pod, Point.
Sonja Macleod of The Echoes, 3b Portvoller has applied to
site a caravan pod at 3b Portvoller, Point. The caravan pod is to
be five metres by 2.85 metres and is to be used as a holiday let.
Work is to include creating one more parking space bringing the
total number of parking spaces from three to four.
New polycrubs, Lochs.
Roderick Macleod of 6a Keose has applied for planning
permission to erect three polycrubs at 6a Keose, Lochs. The
polycrubs are to be 12.7 metres long, 4.2 metres wide and 2.6
metres tall. The outer material will be clear polycarbonate.

Urras an Taighe Mhòir has applied for planning permission to
change the use of the residential flats at 1 Cnoc Mor, Breasclete,
into a community archive and exhibition space. The flats were
previously designated as residential under the ownership of
Hebridean Housing Partnership but have been unoccupied for
some time.

Donald Nicholson of 28a East Street, Sandwick, has applied
for planning permission to erect a house at 28a East Street,
Sandwick.

New house, Finsbay
Rebekah Globe of 1 Mission House, Finsbay, has applied for
planning permission to erect a house at 3 Borsham, Finsbay.
Work is to include creating a new access off the main road and
installing a septic tank and soak-away below the property.
New camping pods, Rodel.

New house and access, Barvas.
Ann Morrison of 25 Heatherhill, Barvas, has applied for
planning permission to erect a house and create a new access at
31 Loch Street, Barvas. The house is to consist of two bedrooms,
an open plan kitchen/dining/lounge area, a bathroom and
a utility room. Work is to include creating a new access and
parking suitable for two cars.
Alteration and extension of house, Carloway.
Devana Investments Ltd, based in Aberdeenshire, has applied
for planning permission to alter and extend the house at Tigh
A’Bhealaich, Knock, Carloway. Work is to include creating a
new access and parking suitable for two cars. The house is to
be developed into a four bedroom dwelling with an open plan
kitchen/dining/living area, four bathrooms, a sunroom and a
utility room.
New house, Coll.

New house, Sandwick.

Airidhantuim Community Council has applied for planning
permission to erect a sign at the museum facility at Cross, Ness.
The sign is to be an aluminium-backed, double-sided fixed sign
board. It is to be 750mm by 1500mm.

HARRIS

Change of use of building, Breasclete.

Extension and alteration of house, Tolsta.

Robert Maclennan of 15c Coll has applied for planning
permission to build a machinery store at 15 Coll. The store is to
be an agricultural building 18.25 metres long, 10 metres wide
and 4.97 metres high. It is to be made of dark grey box profile.

Iain Roxburgh of 42 Upper Coll has applied for planning
permission to erect a house at 42B Upper Coll. Work is to
include creating a new access to the public road.

John Sumner of 259 Cresses Road, High Wycombe, has
applied for planning permission to erect three camping pods
at 15 Rodel. Work is to include installing a septic tank and
associated drainage system and creating a new access to the
main road and parking suitable for six cars.
Change of use of building, Scalpay.
Philip Johnson of 5 Rosedale Mews, Ravenshead, Nottingham,
has applied for planning permission to change the use of the
former dental centre at Health Centre, Scalpay, to a dwelling
house. Work is also to include creating parking suitable for two
cars. The house will consist of one bedroom, a kitchen/dining
room, a lounge, toilet and porch. No alterations will be made to
the floor plan or the outside of the building.
New house, Bedersaig.
Steve Brough of 1 Bells Road has applied for planning
permission to erect a house at 3 Bedersaig. The house is to
consist of one bedroom, one bathroom and an open plan
kitchen/dining/lounge area. Work is to include creating parking
suitable for two cars.
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Breasclete Shared
Equity properties

W are
We
ar now accepting applications for the Breasclete
ar
Shared Equity development
We have 2 bed 4 person and 3 bed 5 person houses
available.
If you are First time buyer (although consideration will be given to owner
occupiers whose circumstances have changed eg marital
breakdown)
Resident in the Western Isles and either living in social rented
housing or have been on the waiting list for six months prior
to application
Be employed or have received a formal offer of employment
The applicant receives a low income and so cannot
afford to buy a property in the area through the open market

Contact us!

Phone 01851 706121 for more
information
or email christina@tighean.co.uk

