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Jewellery

22 Francis Street
Stornoway
Isle of Lewis
HS1 2NB

,QVXUDQFH%URNHUV
•
Insurance Services
%XVLQHVV
3HUVRQDO
•
Risk Management

t: 01851 704949

:25.6+23

•
Health & Safety
([FHOOHQW6HUYLFH

www.rmkgroup.co.uk
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ADVICE
YOU CAN

TRUST

1H[WWR/LJKWLQJ(OHFWULFDO

ISTANBUL

-HZHOOHU\UHSDLUV
ZDWFKVWUDSVDQGEDWWHULHV

KEBABS
BURGERS

CURRIES

FISH ‘n’ CHIPS
PIZZAS

RESTAURANT & TAKEAWAY

1(:672&.$55,9,1*

FRXUVHOXQFKHDUO\GLQQHU
FAMILY FRIENDLY RESTAURANT
THE ISLAND
WITH OVER 0DLQRQO\
30 YEARS SERVING
¬ODFDUWHPHQXDYDLODEOH
SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE

OPEN 7 DAYS

The local one
stop solution for all
your printing and
design needs.
01851 700924
info@sign-print.co.uk
www.sign-print.co.uk
@signprintsty
Church House, James St. Stornoway

Tues-Thursday 12pm-2.30pm 4.30-10.30pm
Friday-Saturday: 12pm-3pm 4pm till late
Sunday: 12pm till late (open all day Sunday)
24 South Beach Street, Stornoway, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851 700299

MINISTER VISITS
PAIRC PLAYGROUP

%HOOV5RDG
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BANGLA SPICE
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Maree Todd MSP and Alasdair Allan MSP with children from the Pairc Playgroup
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New award for Katie Gael Force expands again
K
M

atie Macleod, of Eagleton and New York and featurearine engineering company Gael Force, which was founded
writer for EVENTS newspaper since 2007, has won further
in Stornoway in the 1980s, is continuing its expansion with
major recognition for her worldwide travel blog, www. the acquisition of Corpach Boatbuilding Company.
storiesmysuitcasecouldtell.com

She has come second in the annual awards for Travel Blogger of
the Year, between writers for National Geographic Traveller magazine
and for the Lonely Planet Guide

-ʝʖɚ :ʖɚ 6ʦʠSɛԭ

&&& &! !!+  %
La[c]lDaf](+((+(*(,,,
:ȱʑȾɏ7ȱʑȾɏɡɈǀǏǒ/7ȱʑȾɏɡɈ:ʋɨ

The awards were made by the Association of Independent Tour
Operators (AITO) which is an umbrella organisation that represents
122 of Britain's best independent tour operators.
Their members “specialise in destinations or types of holiday about
which they are particularly passionate, meaning they are uniquely
placed to provide personalised advice based on first-hand experience."

2)),&(:$5(+286(63$&(
$9$,/$%/(,1672512:$<

)ULHQGVRI7KH1LFROVRQ
$VXVWDLQDEOHFRPPXQLW\IXQGHG7UXVWWRDVVLVWSXSLOV
RI7KH1LFROVRQ,QVWLWXWHZLWKPDLQODQGWUDYHOH[SHQVHV

)LQGRXWKRZ\RXFDQKHOSDGYDQFHWKHQH[W
JHQHUDWLRQRI1LFROVRQSXSLOVDWZZZIRWQRUJXN

$ODVGDLU$OODQ063%3$
6XUJHU\1RWLFH



:DUHKRXVHVSDFHLVVTPWUV
2I¿FHWRLOHWDQGNLWFKHQDUHDDOVR

The ‘strategically signifi cant move’ will allow the company to
fulfi l its objective of building a new range of steel feed barges for
aquaculture customers.
Gael Force was founded in 1983 by Stewart Graham as a start-up
business in Stornoway to design and manufacture a ‘better’ fishing
creel, supplied direct to the boat owner.
By 2000 the business was employing 70 people across three sites and
now does business across six locations in the UK with over 200 staff.
Gael Force still has a creel-making site on Island Road in Stornoway,
the leading producer and supplier to the UK market.
This latest development will be viewed as a major opportunity for
Scottish producers of farmed salmon to fi nd a home-built substitute
to imported steel feed barges.
Corpach’s boat building operation, which has 22 employees, adds to
Gael Force’s well-established concrete barge building facility in Inverness
The merger could strengthen the West of Scotland’s boat building
industry and see the introduction of steel feed barge building on the
West coast.

&RQWDFW
IRUIXUWKHUGHWDLOV

Earlier this year Gael Force Group acquired a majority stake in
Fusion Marine, the fish farm pen manufacturer.

6WXDUW 0RUULVRQ LQ DVVRFLDWLRQ ZLWK WKH 6WRUQRZD\ 7KHVSLDQV SUHVHQWV

+DYH\RXUVD\RQWKHIXWXUHRI
KRXVLQJUHJXODWLRQLQ6FRWODQG

Stewart Graham himself was in Stornoway at the end of October
for meetings about the proposed harbourfront Iolaire Centre with
which he is involved.

6WRUQRZD\++3%RDUGURRP 'HFHPEHUSP

$ODVGDLU$OODQ0HPEHURIWKH6FRWWLVK3DUOLDPHQWIRU
1DK(LOHDQDQDQ,DUZLOOEHKROGLQJWKHIROORZLQJDGYLFHVXUJHULHV
VKRXOGDQ\FRQVWLWXHQWZLVKWRPHHWZLWKKLP
1DK(LOHDQDQDQ,DU6FRWWLVK3DUOLDPHQWFRQVWLWXHQF\RIÀFH
.HQQHWK6WUHHW6WRUQRZD\,VOHRI/HZLV
)ULGD\1RYHPEHUQRRQ²SP0RQGD\1RYHPEHUSPSP
)ULGD\1RYHPEHUQRRQSP)ULGD\1RYHPEHUSPSP
,IDQ\FRQVWLWXHQWLVXQDEOHWRPDNHWKHVXUJHU\RUZRXOGOLNHDKRPH
YLVLWZLWK$ODVGDLUSOHDVHFDOOWKHFRQVWLWXHQF\RI¿FHRQ
RUHPDLODODVGDLUDOODQPVS#SDUOLDPHQWVFRW

ZZZDODVGDLUDOODQVFRW

6WDUULQJ1LFN&RFKUDQHIURP
&RURQDWLRQ6WUHHW9LFWRULD-DQHIURP&EHHELHV
6DUDK*DOEUDLWKIURP3KDQWRPRIWKH2SHUD
DQGSUHPLHUSDQWRGDPH'DYLG5XPHOOH
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7KH 6FRWWLVK +RXVLQJ 5HJXODWRU LV UHYLHZLQJ KRZ LW UHJXODWHV
ORFDODXWKRULW\DQGKRXVLQJDVVRFLDWLRQODQGORUGV
7HQDQWV¶LQWHUHVWVDUHDWWKHKHDUWRIKRZZHUHJXODWHODQGORUGV
6R ZH ZDQW WR KHDU DERXW ZKDW PDWWHUV WR \RX ± ZKDW LV
LPSRUWDQWZKDWVKRXOGZHIRFXVRQKDYHZHPLVVHGDQ\WKLQJ"
:KDWHOVH"<RXUYLHZVZLOOKHOSVKDSHRXUIXWXUHZRUN
$LPHG DW WHQDQWV WHQDQW UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV DQG VWDII WKLV LV
\RXUFKDQFHWR¿QGRXWPRUHKDYH\RXUVD\DQGLQÀXHQFHWKH
5HJXODWRU¶VIUDPHZRUNIRUWKHIXWXUH
&RPHDORQJ¿QGRXWPRUHDQGJLYH\RXUYLHZV
$OLJKWOXQFKZLOOEHSURYLGHG
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he Isle of Harris Distillery's managing
director has won an award for his "vision,
ethos and outstanding management."
Simon Erlanger won the SME Director of the
Year 2018 at the UK Institute of Directors (IoD)
awards ceremony on Thursday 18 October.
Judge Chris Dodson OBE DL, Chairman,
Mortimer & Torftech Groups said of Simon: "I
cannot fault the vision, ethos and outstanding
management displayed."
The Isle of Harris Distillery team took to
Facebook to celebrate the good news, stating: "This
is a fantastic acknowledgement of Simon's pivotal
role in our distillery's success and on behalf of the
entire team in Tarbert, congratulations on such
a wonderfully well-deserved national industry

&KDULW\&KULVWPDV/LJKW6ZLWFK2Q
LQDLGRI%HWKHVGD+RVSLFH
G.LGV)DFH3DLQWLQJ
G6$17$G+LJKODQG'DQFHUV
G/LYH0XVLFG&KULVWPDV'DQFHUV
G)LUHZRUN'LVSOD\

)UHH+RW&KRFRODWH0XOOHG:LQH 0LQFH3LHV

Furniture and Interior World

SIMON
GETS TOP
DIRECTOR
AWARD
T

7KXUVGD\QG1RYHPEHUSPSP

6WRFNLVWVRIWKHEHVWIXUQLWXUH
DQGLQWHULRUGHVLJQIRU
RYHU\HDUV

accolade. We're very proud of him!"
IoD Director General Stephen Martin stated:
“My congratulations go to all of our winning
directors for the exceptional work they have
put in over the year, contributing not just to the
economy, but to society as well. Whether it be
in private enterprise, charity, or the public sector,
great leadership is immensely valuable, and our
award-winners have set the bar in this regard, and
well deserve to be recognised.
“An attribute shared among many of this
year’s winners is the ability to harness emerging
technologies, often for wider social purposes. The
essence of business leadership lies in grappling
with new ideas and understanding how these
can fuel the success of your organisation, and our
award winners set a great example.”

'LYDQVDQGEHGVWHDGVIXOOUDQJHRITXDOLW\PDWWUHVVHVLQFOXGLQJPHPRU\IRDP
ELJJHVWUDQJHDYDLODEOHORFDOO\6XLWHVEHGURRPDQGOLYLQJURRPUDQJHVDYDLODEOH
%LJUDQJHRIVRIWIXUQLVKLQJV«PDGHWRPHDVXUHFXUWDLQVFXUWDLQUDLOV
WRZHOVFXVKLRQVDQGFXVKLRQFRYHUVSLOORZVGXYHWVDQGUHDG\PDGHEOLQGV
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INSURANCE THAT’S
ON YOUR DOORSTEP
Having a local office means we’re accessible, whether you
need to make changes to your policy or make a claim.
For a real conversation about your needs call
01851 703 935 or 01478 611 936, or pop into our branch
NFU Mutual Offices, Stornoway & Portree
Serving the Western Isles, Skye & Localsh
Agents of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited.
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‘Diablo’ is new shinty chieftain
I

ain ‘Diablo’ Sinclair has been awarded the honorary title
of chieftain of Camanachd Leòdhais, after the shinty club’s
annual general meeting at the offices of Comhairle nan Eilean
Siar on Tuesday October 30th.
The honorary title is given on a biennial basis, recognising a
worthy individual who has supported the sport of shinty and the
club. Iain has been a manager of the club as well as an enthusiastic
volunteer and coach for many years. He follows David Macdonald
into the role after he served seven years – David now becomes an
honorary member and chieftain of the club.
The announcement comes alongside naming of a recognisable
line-up of club offi cials, with president and chair Annette Murray,
treasurer Kenny Macleod and secretary Joanne Mitchell all
continuing in their roles.

Also at the AGM, the committee decided that, after many years of
keeping costs static, the price of full membership would rise to £50.
Junior membership remains at £15 and non-playing membership
at £20.

2SHQLQJ7LPHVSP0RQGD\6DWXUGD\

Lewis Camanachd played their last league match of the season
against Kilmallie on September 22nd, when they drew 2-2.

The season fi nished on October 13th with the Craig Morrison
sixes tournament in Stornoway.
On October 19th the Camanachd Association awarded the
team the Marine Harvest Fair Play award for a single team club,
recognising their conduct on and off the pitch during the 2018
season.
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Donald Lamont continues as fi xture secretary, Annette Murray
has responsibility for child protection and committee members
Peter Gomez and Ally Lamont have responsibility for advertising
and merchandise.

IR
RWS

2SVXL&IEGL7XVIIX7XSVRS[E],7<5

&HQWUH
2SHQ0RQGD\WR6DWXUGD\DPWRSP
)RRG6HUYHGDPWRSP+RPHEDNLQJDYDLODEOHDOOGD\
$6WRUQRZD\7UXVW(QWHUSULVH

;gflYafkGj\fYf[]Kmjn]q\YlY;jgof[ghqja_`l*().

)ȾȭɏʖQʣʅODʤLʝɚʖɚʃȱɏ:HVɀʑʢɚ,ʂȵHɡʍɨɈ
ORFɪɗFʝʛSʋʜɨXʣʖQɒʂʘɵɸȵHɍORFɪɗʤUDȫHʣȷʑɚ 
ǁĞƐƚĞƌŶŝƐůĞƐŝŶƐƵůĂƟŽŶ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬ

dĞů͗ϬϴϬϬϬϲϮϮϵϱϬ
ϵEŽƌƚŚĞĂĐŚ͕^ƚŽƌŶŽǁĂǇ

)DVFLD *XWWHULQJ
%HVW3ULFHV
/DUJHVW6WRFNV
$1*86&/,1721 :,1'2:6 /7'
5LJV5RDG6WRUQRZD\,VOHRI/HZLV+65)

7(/)$;
(0$,/DFOLQWRQ#EWFRQQHFWFRP
:(%6,7(ZZZDQJXVFOLQWRQZLQGRZVFRXN

Ɣ:LQGRZ&OHDQLQJ
Ɣ3RZHU:DVKLQJ
Ɣ*XWWHU&OHDQLQJ
Ɣ+DUULV7ZHHG&ORFNV
ZZZKHEULGHVDOSKDFRXN7HO
ZZZKDUULVWZHHGFORFNFRXN
9kg[aYd]fl]jhjak]`]dhaf_af\ana\mYdkoal`Yd[g`gdYf\\jm_Y\\a[lagfhjgZd]ek

ͻ&ƌĞĞZŽŽŵŝŶZŽŽĨ/ŶƐƵůĂƟŽŶ
ͻ&ƌĞĞhŶĚĞƌŇŽŽƌ/ŶƐƵůĂƟŽŶ
ͻ&ƌĞĞ>ŽŌ/ŶƐƵůĂƟŽŶ
ͻ/ŶƚĞƌŶĂůtĂůů/ŶƐƵůĂƟŽŶ

>?BGBMBO>>M:BEBG@
1:E>MBG@ .MHKGHP:R
%HOOV5RDG+6477HO

 9HKLFOH9DOHWDQG'HWDLOLQJ
6SHFLDOLVWV:DONLQVKRS
 :KHHOUHIXUELVKLQJ
 &HUDPLF&RDWLQJ

Having a Bir thday Par ty?
Come to the Bridge Centre
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Fast | Friendly | Reliable service

Call your local depot on

01851 703484

part of
certas energy

Coastguard ops room team praised
By Annie Delin

T

he Maritime and Coastguard Agency celebrated the tireless
work of unsung heroes behind the co-ordination of rescue
operations in Stornoway, as part of International Control Room
Week in October.

are on hand 24/7 to respond to distress calls from mariners and ships
as well as those on the cliffs or along the shoreline.
“As well as alerting the lifeboats, Coastguard rescue teams and
Coastguard helicopters, they provide maritime safety information,
monitor shipping movements in the Minches and to the west coast
of the Outer Hebrides.

Pictured are staff from Team 1 at Stornoway, senior maritime
operations officer Toby Reynolds (centre) who has been in post for
nine years, and maritime operations officers Donna Maclennan (left)
and Richard Cooke (right) who have served in post for three years.

“Dealing with reports of pollution as well as reports of whales at
risk of stranding is just part of the job, and when the weather turns
they're there to support the island chain when there's long-lasting
power cuts that isolate the vulnerable people in their communities.”

In a social media post on Tuesday October 23rd, the MCA said:
“Stornoway Coastguard Operations Centre, like all our ops centres,

The Stornoway ops room co-ordinates operations over a vast area
of sea and coast as far north-west as St Kilda and Rockall.

Sir David calls for halt to
kelp-dredge plans
By Annie Delin

+RPH )ORRUV S
E\0DF*LOOLYUD\V
&DUSHWVYLQ\OVNDUQGHDQDPWLFR
ZRRGEHGVEHGGLQJIXUQLWXUH
EOLQGVFXUWDLQVDFFHVVRULHV
)UHHTXRWDWLRQ)UHHGHOLYHU\
*XDUDQWHHGORZHVWSULFH

ir David Attenborough, the UK’s best-known naturalist and
vice-president of Fauna and Flora International (FFI), has
added his voice to those calling for protection of kelp forests
from the threat of mechanical dredging.
The veteran wildlife and environment campaigner has never
intervened before on political issues in Scotland, but threats to kelp
forests around the Western Isles and off the west coast of Scotland
have inspired him to speak out on Thursday October 25th
.A proposal from a company called Marine Biopolymers Ltd
(MBL) has identifi ed kelp forests east of Lewis, Harris, Barra and
Vatersay as potential harvesting sites.
Their proposal to use a dredge or ‘comb’ to extract whole kelp
plants is in the pre-licensing stage with Marine Scotland.

 6FRWODQG 6W 6WRUQRZD\ +6 -4

MBL has specifi ed two zones of kelp forest which immediately
adjoin the islands. Zone 10 surrounds Barra, Vatersay and the
uninhabited islands down to Mingulay. Zone 13 covers the whole
east coast of Harris and of Lewis up to North Lochs and the seas
surrounding the Shiants. There are also zones, numbered 11 and 12,
which cover most of North and South Uist.

'50$&/(2'/7'

Under the proposals, kelp from these areas would be stripdredged, pulling plants up by the roots and discarding the stems
overboard.
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In a statement issued today by FFI, Sir David said: “Charles Darwin
was one of the fi rst people to recognise just how important kelp
forests are for our oceans, comparing them in diversity to rainforests.
These kelp forests not only form an important part of the food chain,
but also act as a vital habitat for a wide array of species.
“Their thick foliage offers food and safety from predators and
provides a nursery ground where juvenile fish can mature in safety.
Many of the fi sh species, such as cod, that are so important to us
economically and culturally are also found here.”
A large number of Western Isles businesses working in tourism,
fishing and sea-touring have signed up to an open letter demanding
Scottish Parliamentary intervention.
They cite bio-diversity, the health of fish stocks and environmental
issues among their concerns if the proposals are allowed.
Sir David’s call came ahead of a briefi ng meeting for MSPs
due to be held at Holyrood on Tuesday November 6th, where
environmental campaigners and a professor of marine law will

Sir David Attenborough

provide a private briefi ng for members. Na h-Eileanan an Iar MSP
Alasdair Allan is ‘very likely’ to attend, according to his office.
The Scottish Parliament will discuss ways to prohibit long-term
damage to kelp beds when it considers the Scottish Crown Estate Bill
again in November.
If passed into law, this would ensure that kelp could not be
mechanically dredged in Scottish waters.
The Scottish Parliament’s Environment, Climate Change and Land
Reform Committee have been discussing ways to protect kelp from
any method of harvesting which stops individual plants from being
able to re-grow.
Sir David concluded: “It is absolutely imperative that we protect
our kelp forests. It is perfectly possible to harvest them sustainably by
removing their fronds while leaving the rest of the plant intact. But
dredging – or indeed any kind of harvesting that removes the whole
plant – is a wholly short-sighted measure that risks the wholesale
devastation of our kelp beds.
“I urge decision makers to take the necessary action to protect
these vital, and globally important, habitats.”
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The local one stop solution for all your
printing and signage needs.
01851 700924
info@sign-print.co.uk
www.sign-print.co.uk
signprintsty
Church House, James St, Stornoway

• Graphic Design • Booklets / Magazines
•• Letterheads
• Compliment Slips • Posters • Photocopying / Scanning
• Signage • Vehicle Livery and much more

Speed records tumble for Uig man
By Annie Delin

U

ig powerboat owner Seumas Macleod is
planning to make a living with speed, after
spending the last days of October breaking UK
and world inland water speed records.

24-year-old Seumas was at Lake Coniston in the
Lake District of England, taking part in Coniston
Power Boat Records Week.
His powerboat, a small RIB called Black
Pudding, is competing in the PF850 class, powered
through the water by an 850cc Yamaha outboard
engine which has been stripped down and rebuilt
by Seumas at his own workshop in Miavaig.
On Friday November 2nd the hard work of
many months has paid off, with the latest of four
consecutive records set in fl at calm conditions on
Lake Coniston.
A one kilometre course is marked out on the
water, and competitors take two runs at it, one
heading north and one south. The average speed
of the two runs is taken as their time for that round.
Seumas said: “I’ve been out every day this
week except Wednesday, which I spent re-tuning
the engine to squeeze a bit more out of it. On
Monday I got 62.79 miles per hour, 63.65mph on
Tuesday, 67.83 on Thursday and after three runs
this morning (Friday November 2nd) I hit first

69.99mph twice, and then 70.10mph.”
The previous world record time was 67.47 miles
per hour and Seumas is the fi rst to set any record
in that class in the UK.
Seumas attributes his success to the time he has
spent rebuilding his engine, but especially to his
own design of propeller, which he describes as
‘sharp and perfectly balanced’.
“I designed the propeller on CAD in a shed at
our family business, Seatrek at Miavaig. It was
manufactured in China to my design and I’m very
pleased with how it’s performing.”
The performance of his new design propeller
will help with marketing when he launches his
new business, Forge Marine, which he hopes to
start soon from the Miavaig.
All design work would be done here in Lewis,
but manufacturing would go overseas.
For the time being though, Seumas is enjoying
seeing the records fall before him, supported by
parents Murray and Janet Macleod, who are acting
as his support team during the competition.
Seumas next has a predictable ambition for
the short-term: “I want to take the engine apart
because I’m sure I can get a bit more speed out of
it for next year’s competition.
“But I must admit I’m feeling pretty good just
now.”

Picture from Ross County FC shows Matthew (right) with fellow
signing Tom and reserve team manager Richard Brittain.

Picture shows Seumas on Lake Coniston during the speed trials this week (Chris West Photography).

School cyclist top in North
By Annie Delin
A cyclist from The Nicolson Institute,
Thomas Sludden (S4), has finished his
mountain-biking season ranked first in
the North of Scotland and fi fth overall in
Scotland in his category.
In a race at Glentress Forest near
Peebles, part of the Scottish Cross Country
Mountain Biking Championships, he
finished second.
Thomas, who races under the banner
of the Hebridean Cycle Club, completed
three laps of the Glentress Forest circuit
in 55 minutes and 28 seconds to gain his
place.
Announcing the news on Monday
October 29th, The Nicolson Institute
said: “The achievement is particularly
impressive as he has only competed in
three out of fi ve races in the qualifying
series, due to the time and cost involved
with travelling to events.”

Point youngster signs for Ross County
By Annie Delin

R

oss County Football Club announced on
Tuesday October 30th that Point footballer
Matthew Wright, 16, has signed his first
professional contract with the club.

Matthew, a former Sgoil an Rubha and Nicolson
Institute pupil, has been with the Ross County
Football Club Academy since March 2017,
travelling from the Western Isles with his parents to
participate in youth games.
His father, Alex Wright, was a long-serving
goalkeeper for Point FC.
For the full-time contract, Matthew has relocated
to Dingwall.

His signing under a two-year Modern
Apprenticeship, comes alongside Inverness
midfi elder Thomas Brady, also with the RCFC
Academy since August 2016.
Reserve team manager Richard Brittain said: “It’s
great to get Matthew and Thomas signed up and yet
again we are delighted to see our academy producing
two quality players that have come through our
system to earn full-time contracts at the club.
“Matthew and Thomas are both very talented
players who have featured for our academy teams
and who have made the step up to featuring for our
reserve team in recent months. Going full-time at
the club offers both boys a fantastic opportunity to
learn their trade and develop as players."

Thomas is very grateful to Lewis and
Harris Sports Council, Robert Doig
Optometrists and the Hebridean Cycle
Club for funding and for accompanying
him on trips to the mainland.

0ʝȾɏʃKʋɚʗXVɢʓUɛɇʑɚIȹRɍ 

2SHQ0RQGD\WR
6DWXUGD\DPSP
&URPZHOO6WUHHW+6''
7HO

www.hebevents.com

ooo&`a[%klgjfgoYq&[ge

+20(LPSURYHPHQW&(175(

P

issued in Northern Ireland and registered by DVLA
Swansea like any other British plate.

County Fermanagh-based Speedyreg is just
starting to offer UIG number plates, for sale to
Lewis residents.

Irish number plates all have an ‘I’ or ‘Z’ in the
letters, with Co Fermanagh plates specifically
including the combinations IL and IG. It’s that
combination which leads to the latest batch of UIG
plates now available.

roud Uigeachs will soon have an
opportunity to fly the flag with a new batch
of personalised number plates available online.

The company started 35 years ago in a shed
in Co. Fermanagh, coincidentally at the home of
the family who had the fi rst car registered in the
county.
They specialise in Irish registration plates,
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Speedyreg has an innovative approach to
identifying possibilities for personalised number
plates, with an online search tool that lets you
fi lter the possibilities by letter or even search for
Doctor Who or Game of Thrones
numbers.
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Uig by name, Uig
by numberplate!
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For now, though, it’s these
UIG plates which will grab the
attention of the Lewis market,
with prices starting at just £50.
Whatever
your
choice,
customer testimonials show that
you’re going to be happy with
the quality of service offered by
Speedyreg.
Company Director Des Elton
said: “Each and every transfer,
whether it’s a £40 plate or an
£100,000 plate, is given the same
high level of care and attention
and in strict accordance with
DVLA regulations.
“Customer care and after-sales
service are at the forefront of our
company principles.”
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We would like to wish all our customers
a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
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CHRISTMAS AT
THE CALADH INN

FESTIVE CARVERY

FUNCTION ROOM
DINING

SANTA CLAUS IS
COMING TO TOWN!
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Christmas at

THE BOATSHED
Join us this December and enjoy
delicious dishes from our
Festive Menus.
Ideal for a work Christmas
night out, a festive night with
friends or a Christmas meal
with the family.
Phone to book while we still
have some availability:
01851 702109
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Tea, chocolate, coffee and sweets gift ideas, hampers and wonderful presents
for the cold time of year.

Thank you for shopping local!
Hebridean Tea Store, 22 Cromwell Street, Stornoway
www.hebrideanteastore.scot
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HAPPY CHRISTMAS FROM

MULTI-PAIR OFFERS
AVAILABLE IN PRACTICE
Terms and conditions apply

STORNOWAY

ISLE OF BENBECULA

Rosebank, 52 Church Street
Stornoway, Isle of Lewis HS1 2LS
T. 01851 704200

Rathad Mhic Eoin, Balivanich
Isle of Benbecula HS7 5NG
T. 01870 602900
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Big welcome
to Stornoway
Media Centre
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Graham Steven, Marketing
& Fundraising Manager with
Glasgow City Mission, during a
fundraising cycle ride along the
Hebridean Way last year.

T

he Open Day and official Opening Event for Stornoway Media
Centre took place on Thursday November 1 with Church House on
James Street teeming with guests and visitors.
The building was open from 11am-7pm to show off the full range of design,
printing and media operations.
The centre brings together SignPrint, and Intermedia Services (Stornoway)
Ltd, the publisher of EVENTS, HEB Magazine and other websites and magazines
throughout the Outer Hebrides and the Isle of Skye.

Graeme Bell, general manager of Inverness Airport, for category sponsor Highlands and Islands Airports, presents
the commendation to curator Catherine Maclean and musician Dalbir Singh Rattan of the Purvai Festival

Catherine leaves arts
centre on high note
By Roz Macaskill

C

atherine Maclean ended her 12 years work
at Stornoway’s An Lanntair arts centre on
a high point when the Purvai festival received
a commendation at the annual Highlands and
Islands tourism ‘Oscars’.

The Purvai Festival, which celebrates Asian arts
and culture, was given the special awards by judges
in the Best Cultural Event or Festival category.
In all, winners were announced in 14 categories
in the Highlands and Islands Tourism Awards (HITA)
which had attracted entries and nominations from
163 businesses and individuals.
HITA chairman Craig Ewan said: “Many
congratulations to all our winners and those who
were shortlisted for awards. It has been another
highly successful year for tourism in the Highlands
and Islands and this is refl ected in the quality of
entries and nominations we received.”
Speaking to EVENTS about her change of
work, Catherine says: “It just seems like a natural
progression, in a way.
Catherine is joining Comhairle nan Eilean Siar
working on a brand-new project ‘Dualchas airson
Daoine’ - Heritage for People.
Most of Catherine’s roles have been a natural
progression from each other, from securing her
job at the front desk in An Lanntair, working her
way through various different responsibilities,
and fi nally focussing on the arts centre’s ‘Creative
Places’ and ‘Purvai’ projects, exhibitions and
commissions.
In her role as the Great Place Project Manager,
Catherine will be galvanising partnership and
consultations between the Heritage and Arts
organisations across the Western Isles.

Such projects included not only the Purvai 2017
Festival but also the ‘Collector Extraordinaire’
exhibition – both of which explored the links
between the Hebridean and South Asian heritages
through the collection of Stornoway explorer,
Colin Mackenzie, and community research carried
out with the Asian Hebridean families.
Catherine refl ects: “I went to India on my first
professional development opportunity and I
started looking more closely between India and
the Hebrides.
I then found the largest Indian
collection collected by a European was researched
and collated by a man from Stornoway, Colin
Mackenzie!
“It was a project which enabled us to look at
another part of our Hebridean Heritage, but one
which put us in a global context, which was
fascinating!
“It allowed us to take our projects onto an
International platform. I also started to think a
lot more about the Asian families which are part
of our community and wanted to tell their story
as part of the project, which we did through the
Copan Chai community research project.”
Perhaps a lesser-known achievement is
Catherine’s role in An Lanntair’s Creative Place
Awards win in 2015. “I worked as the coordinator
for that project,” she explains. “It was an award for
smaller community’s out-with the central belt to
give them a boost in the promotion of their creative
community and activities.
“We were the successful applicants in our
category, which was a big achievement, and led
to an extensive partnership programme across
Lewis and Harris, and many arts projects, new
commissioned works and community events
across Lewis and Harris over two years”

Introduced by April Graham, special projects organiser for Intermedia
Services (Stornoway) Ltd, there was a formal opening by Dolly Macleod whose
late husband ‘ND’ Macleod created the business which formerly occupied this
iconic Stornoway building. Dolly cut a commemorative cake, made to mark the
occasion by Joan Macleod of Artizan Café in Church Street. Dolly commented
on the excellent quality of the restoration work on the building ,and added that
she was so pleased to see it in use again.
Laura Maciver, manager of Sign Print Ltd, then spoke of their work. She
explained how the company had been set up in 2014 in Rigs Road, and now
employed two full-time graphic designers, both local people. That was the key
to the work of Sign Print – a local provider of graphic design and printing which
could even provide interior design for homes and offices.

Glasgow Mission
appeal launched

Dolly Macleod cutting the
cake beside April Graham of
Intermedia Services
Photographs by Judi Hayes

Then Chris Corden, non-executive director of Intermedia Services (Stornoway)
Ltd and formerly of Callanish Ltd and Scottish Enterprise, looked at changes in
communication for the Islands and the world since 1987 when he first arrived
on the Islands. That was long before the Internet started to have any impact, long
before mobile phones started to be widespread. Now there were moves to make
phones even more capable – even incorporating projectors. Now there were
hundreds of Island holiday providers not only advertising globally but taking
payments on-line as well. And there were future changes in storage for data –
using DNA data storage, needed to replace the silicon memory chips as silicon
becomes scarcer, it would be possible to store every feature fi lm ever made on
something the size of a sugar cube and keep it for 10,000 years.

A

major appeal is being launched in
Stornoway for assistance to the work
of Glasgow City Mission, which is facing
increasing demands on its support for those in
difficulties.
Donations are needed of new socks and
underwear for both men and women; sleeping
bags; new towels, and tea, coffee, sugar and
diluting orange juice – as well as money, of course.

Then Fred Silver, islands-based editor and journalist since 1991, and founder
of Intermedia Services (Stornoway) Ltd, looked at the growing opportunities for
taking islands media and print-based products back into local control. Speaking
of the Stornoway Media Centre, he said: “This is a unique Island venture, it’s
people working here, run from here, providing facilities for people from here.
Where you can walk into this building and get adverts designed, you can get
things printed, you can get business cards, you get a story on on-line or in print,
even including developing your website and interior designing your house.” The
venture brings all these facilities back to a town centre location enabling people
to just walk in off the street to access this range of island-based services.

The appeal is being organised by the Stornoway
High Free Church.
There will be a special Appeal Centre opening
in the centre of Stornoway – on Friday November
23rd from noon until 4pm; and Saturday November
24th from 10.30am to 1pm. This is in the onetime Gazette shop in Francis Street, opposite to An
Lanntair arts centre.

After the offi cial event was over, there was a chance to see the opportunities
offered by the new centre, and it remained open into the evening for people who
wished to visit and see the displays.

Award for young fundraiser
A

multiple sclerosis fundraiser
and awareness day was held
in Stornoway Primary before the
summer holidays.
The children were in P6 at the time.
Evie Maciver led the group. The others
were Scott Morrison, Owen Macdonald,
Ellie Macpherson, Katie Shaw and Iona
Maclean.

New roof ends busy
Bernera season
By Annie Delin

A

lush new grass roof on the Iron Age house at Bosta
signals the end of a busy and successful season for
Bernera Historical Society.
The historical society reported on Monday October 8th on
three major projects completed during summer 2018.
As well as a new roof at the Iron Age house, the Norse mill
was re-roofed and new signs put up on the historic walk paths.

“We’ll be looking at developing a new strategy
and a plan for the arts culture and heritage, which
will be closely tied in with tourism and our unique
island industries. We will be devising this strategy
in close consultation with all the organisations
across the Western Isles and the community,”
Catherine explains.

What will Catherine’s new project involve?
She reveals: “Comhairle nan Eilean Siar has been
successful in being awarded Heritage Lottery
Funding for a new and specifi c project ‘Dualchas
airson Daoine’ as part of the Great Place Scheme,
and I will be taking up the position of Great Place
Project manager delivering the project over the
next two years.

Last week Evie was presented with
an award from local charity Neuro
Hebrides, as that is where she gave the
money to.
As part of the Awareness Day, they
organised Rachel Morrison, the MS
nurse, to attend the school and run
workshops for the children from P3-P7.

A statement by the society said: “We have had 913 visitors to
the museum so far this year with 4275 visitors to the Iron Age
House over the season. Both numbers are down a bit on last
year but still the second highest on our records.

Looking back, “My background was in art, so I
was in the right environment,” says Catherine of
her work at An Lanntair, which came to an end
last month.

“The fi rst part will involve looking at a strategy
and plan for the arts culture, which will be closely
tied in with tourism. From that, we can devise what
activities and projects will be coming forward.”

It was very successful and the children
and teachers enjoyed the day. The group
also organised a colouring competition.
They raised £750.

Catherine, who studied at Grays School of
Art, worked as a curator at An Lanntair – a job
that allowed her to unleash her creativity as she
worked on projects and exhibitions.

Catherine anticipates the new role will involve
a number of similarities to her job at An Lanntair,
allowing her to express herself creatively while she
curates projects.

Evie and her friends then attended
Neuro Hebrides group last week and
Evie was presented with an award as
Young Fundraiser of the Year.

“Many thanks to all the volunteers who helped us achieve
so much. Congratulations to Erin Findley from Bridge of Weir,
who completed the children’s quiz this summer identifying all
the pictures of things in the museum correctly. A voucher is on
the way.”

The Iron Age house should stay looking as good as it does at
the end of this season, thanks to a new gate to keep the sheep
from nibbling the lush grass.

Bernera Historical Society museum is open throughout the
winter months on Tuesday and Thursday between 1pm and
3pm.

Charlie Nicolson, who is part of the organising
team, said that in the past the Islands had been
hugely generous to people in need in other parts
of the world – now there was a growing need in a
city where many Islanders had lived or made their
homes over the years.
Graham Steven, who is Marketing & Fundraising
Manager for the Glasgow City Mission on Crimea
Street, not far from Glasgow Central Station, said
the demands on their services had shot up in
recent years.
He said Glasgow City Mission was immensely
grateful for the offer of support from the group in
Stornoway, as they were entirely dependent on the
generosity of their funders, receiving no public
sector funding except in regard to their nursery
service at a centre in Govan.
Glasgow City Mission has been at work since
1826 and is the oldest city mission in the world.
It serves people affected by homelessness, by
poverty, by addiction, and prostitution as well
as people involved in asylum seeking and other
complex problems.
Around 200 people a day use the centre on
average. There’s an evening meal every day serving
around 120 people. There are about 12 frontline
project workers and around 220 volunteers. There
are about 25 daytime activities trying to raise the
skills and confi dence of people attending. These
incude social interaction like lunch clubs, lifeskills for cookery and budget management, art
classes, music, gardening, and other activities.
Graham pointed out that homelessness was
not limited to rough sleeping – there were only
about 25 to 30 rough sleepers a night in Glasgow
– but there were 5,500 people who were listed as

Evening drop-in at the Glasgow City Mission

homeless by Glasgow City Council. These were in
temporary accommodation of some sort. Media
perception of homelessness focused on street
corners but actually those were just the tip of a
giant iceberg.
As for the items being collected, the hot and
cold drinks – plus all-important sugar - play a
vital role in the everyday life of the mission. And
the chance to take away clean clothes would be
a huge benefi t to those in extreme poverty who
had somewhere to stay but did not have resources
beyond that.
Relationship
breakdown,
including
bereavement, are the biggest causes of
homelessness, and these can affect people in
all walks of life, says Graham. There is also the
impact of postcode poverty with life chances being
markedly worse if people come from one area
compared with another. There is also the impact
of poor literacy and lack of access to the Internet.
People try to muddle on but become increasingly
isolated. People can use the centre’s facilities to
access the Internet.
Glasgow City Mission also operates a winter
overnight shelter and a family centre in Govan,
with a range of facilities for parents and youngsters
and has many connections with the Islands –
including supporters who provide funding, as
well as volunteers with an Island background,
while there are also centre users from Island
backgrounds.
The total running costs of the three projects each
year is £1.6m, three times what it was five years
ago.
Glasgow City Mission has greatly increased
its range of activities as a result of the support of
funders from all Christian denominations and
people of no faith - who are all convinced about
the quality of the work done.
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Playpark launches website,
plans river walk
By Roz Macaskill

Smokehouse N
breakfast

ewmarket Playpark is for everyone – and
its brand new website has made it even
more accessible.
Launched
in
October,
newmarketplaypark.com was built
playpark committee itself.

www.
by the

Chairman, Murray MacLeod, said: "It was one

B

reakfast time in Stornoway can now include of those things we had been talking about for
the new Harris and Lewis Smokehouse on a wee while. We'd been using Facebook for a
few years – but wanted to create a website to
Sandwick Road.

After three years of construction on the former
Royal Mail sorting office site, the new smokehouse
eatery opened quietly on Tuesday October 23rd.
The new spot for daytime eating out is now open
six days a week, from 8am to 4pm.
And if you don’t fancy fi sh, there’s lots of other
local produce. There’s locally supplied bacon,
black pudding, brownies and teas, for instance.
There’s opportunity for takeaway or sit-in drinks
and meals.
And also on sale is their own smoked salmon
– the production area is just gearing with just two
employees at present but it is hoped to reach 15 as
output increases.
The business is also establishing links with other
local outlets and producers such as the new dairy on
the West Side, and Hebscape Gallery in Ardhasaig
– and the locally-based artist Vega is supplying
artwork for the products and the building.

promote the playpark a wee bit more and make
it more accessible to folk who aren't necessarily
on Facebook."
The regularly-updated website will keep people
aware of upcoming events, news and projects.
One such project includes the development of
the riverside walk. "As a long-term goal, we
would like to extend the Glen Dubh riverside
walk all the way to the Tong road," explained
Murray.
"This would interconnect the two
communities and make it a much more desirable
circular route."
Improvements to facilities and equipment have
also been planned. If the necessary funding
is secured, the committee hope to install an
inclusion swing. "This swing can be used by
children of all abilities," says Murray. "It's like a
big circular basket, so children in a wheelchair or
with a disability can be lifted into it. Hopefully
this will be completed in early 2019."

Plans are also in the pipeline to restore the
playpark's zip line. "We've had a problem with a
small minority of pet owners who let their dogs
off the lead," said Murray. "We have witnessed
dogs holding onto the seat of the zipline and
running back and forth with it. This has damaged
the seat."

an unfortunate outcome. We don't want to
discourage people coming in with their pets but
we want to make people aware they have to be
responsible with their animals and keep their
dogs on leads." A new seat and chain have been
ordered and it is hoped to have the feature back
up and running within the next two weeks.

The damage affected the park's safety rating,
resulting in a moderate safety warning from an
inspector. "We've had to remove the zipline
and chain until such times as we can replace
it," revealed Murray. "This is the second time
we have had to replace the seat and chain, as,
when we first took over the park, the seat was in
a state. It costs £300 each time, so it's a bit of a
disappointment to us.

Murray is keen to emphasize that it's not
just those on the playpark committee who can
make a difference. "We are always looking
for volunteers to come and help us out," stated
Murray. "If they help at the park, it gives
them more pride in the area and a feeling of
ownership.

"At the time, the dog running along with
the seat might look funny, and I don't think
it's done with any malice at all, but it has had

COMHAIRLE NAN EILEAN SIAR
ADVICE ON WINTER TRAVEL

ATTENTION ALL DRIVERS IN THE WESTERN ISLES

“LOOK
OO OUT
OU FOR
O ICE
C AND
N SNOW”
SNOW

“If anyone wants to volunteer, all they have
to do is get in touch with us. This can be done
by looking at our Facebook page and website
for upcoming events or applying via the Get
Involved section on our website."

CONTACT TELEPHONE NUMBERS

CUSTOMER SERVICES
Telephone No: 01851 600502
FAIRE
(Emergency out of hours)
Telephone No: 01851 701702

The policy on snow clearing and gritting operations within the Western Isles is:1. Salting and gritting for ice and light snow conditions will be restricted to the hours between 6am and 6pm.
2. The working hours during heavy snow conditions will be extended as necessary subject to the resources
available.
3. The order of priority for treatment will be inter island and main distribution roads, important principal roads
and thereafter all other roads.
4. Salting and gritting on Sundays, public holidays and core school holidays will be restricted to priority 1 & 2
routes.
DRIVERS TRAVELLING AFTER 6PM IN WINTER CONDITIONS SHOULD THEREFORE EXERCISE
EXTRA CARE FOR THEIR OWN SAFETY AND THE SAFETY OF OTHERS
PRIORITY

ROUTE TARGET COMPLETION TIME

P1.

7.30 am

P2.

8.30 am

P3.

9.30 am

P4.

Treatment only in persistent icy
conditions following completion of
higher priority routes

Drivers are reminded that before they commence
any winter journeys they should:1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

Consider the need to travel, if so plan your journey.
Check Weather Forecast.
Make sure your vehicle is ready for a journey in poor weather.
Consider what you might need in an emergency.
Allow extra time for your journey.

Priority details and the Winter Maintenance Policy can
be found on the Comhairle’s web site at:

http:/www.cne-siar.gov.uk

Further advice is available from the Scottish Government Web Site

at….. http://www.readyscotland.org/
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Pairc Playgroup’s steady growth
T

a charity we're always actively fundraising, both
through our local community events and with grant
applications, to make sure our childcare continues
seamlessly."

The group has been running in a building behind
the Ravenspoint Centre in Kershader, South Lochs,
for 20 years and is now the only volunteer-led
parent committee playgroup in the island.

After Minister Maree Todd’s visit last month, her
host Alasdair Allan MSP had this to say: "It was
really useful to hear about the impact extending
childcare hours in South Lochs has had, and
learning about how this has enabled parents to go
either to work or into further education as well as
creating employment in the area.

By Annie Delin
he visit of Minister for Children and Early
Years Maree Todd MSP to Pairc Playgroup
last month (October 2018) was just one
highlight in a time of steady growth for the
playgroup.

A committee of three trustees and four members
of staff are well-supported by local parents, who
also help with fundraising events and are consulted
on all future plans.

"It really underlines the transformative potential
of the Scottish Government's pledge to double the
number of hours of free early years education and
childcare to 30 hours a week for vulnerable twoyear-olds and all three and four-year-olds by 2021."

With a range of activities that includes woodwork,
croft walks, peat-cutting and lifting creels to discover
shellfish, children are absolutely in tune with their
local environment and happy to go outside and
play, whether it's on the beach in the sunshine, in
woodlands splashing in muddy puddles, indoors,
cooking, baking, performing arts and coming face to
face with animals from lambs to snakes are activities
that could pop up any day of the week.
The unique mix of bilingual learning and play
along with a proud sharing of local culture has
made them a hit with parents of young children.
They come not just from Pairc but from Kinloch
and even from Stornoway for the excellent support
their children receive – so excellent that an
unannounced visit by the Care Inspectorate in May
this year gave them the top grade, an 'excellent'
rating for the quality of their care for children.
In all, 25 children are on the playgroup register,
ranging in age from two years old to 16.
Contrary to what some might expect, the mixed
age group works very well for all the children who
attend, according to playgroup manager Kayleigh
MacKillop: "Mixed age groups are more like a
natural family environment, with older brothers
and sisters becoming more nurturing with younger
children.
“Research shows one of the greatest ways

Alasdair Allan MSP and Maree Todd MSP with children from the Pairc Playgroup and (left to right) Pairc
Playgroup staff members Kayleigh MacKillop, Coleen MacLeod and Maria Cameron, Rhoda MacDonald from
the Pairc Playgroup committee, Comhairle Early Years Service manager Becky MacLean and Pairc Playgroup
staff member Lyndsay Montgomery

children learn is from each other, so the mixed age
child care we provide sets the stage for this type of
learning and development.
“Children have the opportunity to serve as
mentors and take leadership roles, helping
younger children to accomplish tasks they may
not be able to do independently. This increases the
older child's independence while increasing the
younger child's sense of belonging.”
The children also go to Pairc school during the
day – their attendance at the playgroup is during
'out of hours' sessions like breakfast club and after
school club for primary-age children. That's part
of a pilot scheme which has been funded by grant

Lewis boys take to O2 stage

support from Highlands and Islands Enterprise and
the Muaitheabhal Community Wind Farm Trust.
Kayleigh said: "We have joint funding from these
two fantastic supporters for a three-year project
which has one year left, it allows us to offer all day
childcare, in English and in Gaelic, from 7.45am
– 6.00pm on Monday, Tuesday and Thursdays and
from 9am – 4pm on Wednesdays and Fridays.”
In 2020 the hours funded by Scottish
Government will expand to 1,140 hours annually
for early learning and childcare for all three and
four-year-olds, and for eligible two-year-olds.
“Once introduced, this support will contribute
towards us continuing to offer day care. As we are

Keith doing final soundchecks for the Friday night gig

By Annie Delin

bar, to supporting Robert Plant at the 02. To say
last night was a dream come true is a bit of an
understatement.”

L

ewis boys have been living the dream in
London, as Point crofter musician Colin
Macleod played in front of 20,000 people at
the O2 stadium on Friday night (October 26th)
supporting Robert Plant and Van Morrison.
Not only did Colin take the stage during the
UK Blues Festival with what’s been described as
a ‘modern, moody and epic’ style of island folk
music, but he took along Keith Morrison from Wee
Studio Stornoway to make sure the sound was just
as he liked it.
The whole experience was a massive contrast
to his music beginnings, according to Colin, who
said: “From playing Zep songs in the Clachan

Returning to his roots, he will also be playing a
sold-out gig at An Lanntair as part of the venue’s
Winter Festival and St Andrew’s Day celebrations
on December 1st.

The next fundraising event for Pairc Playgroup is
a soup and pudding lunch at Ravenspoint Cafe in
Kershader, South Lochs between 12 and 3pm on
Saturday November 17th.
You can contact Pairc Playgroup on 01851
880451or by email at paircplaygroup@hotmail.
co.uk

P

udding, prosecco and partywear will be
on offer at a special event in Stornoway to
raise funds for The Leanne Fund this month.

night out with an opportunity to get your Christmas
party outfit sorted at the same time as raising
money for a very worthwhile cause.

An evening of treats will take place at the
Cabarfeidh Hotel on Friday November 23rd
providing ticket holders with a range of tasty
desserts, a drop of fi zz and an exclusive catwalk
fashion show by M&Co to show off the latest
clothing ranges for men, women and children.

“The Leanne Fund provides vital support
services for patients affected by Cystic Fibrosis and
relies on fundraising to fund this valuable work.
We hope that the community will support the
event and look forward to seeing you there.”

Nicola Libby, volunteer organiser, said: “We are
delighted to be organising another big fundraiser
for The Leanne Fund here in Stornoway. The
Pudding, Prosecco and Fashion Show will be a fun

And Keith was similarlly blown away as he took
his place behind the sound desk, saying simply:
“Somebody pinch me.”
Colin’s big-time adventures in the past few
weeks have also included a clutch of US gigs,
a spot on James Corden’s Late Late Show and a
booking to play along with Travis at Glasgow’s SSE
on December 21st.

It's the experiences the children have that
matters most to Kayleigh and the Pairc Playgroup
team. She said: "We tailor each individual child's
learning path, taking into account their interests
and aptitudes, nurturing creativity and encouraging
imagination to make it as positive as possible for
every child. The Minister's visit was an opportunity
for us to showcase our center and how we tailor
our activities to our unique location."

Party time for The
Leanne Fund
The event is organised by The Leanne Fund
volunteers who were the brains behind the hugely
successful ‘Tea in the Tent’ sellout fundraiser in
Lews Castle Grounds in 2017.

Colin outside the O2

The visiting MSPs were not alone in being
impressed by what they saw at Pairc. The
experiences Pairc children are offered gain
praise and recognition both professionally and
from parents. After the care inspectorate report
professional journal Early Years Scotland ran a
feature on the inspection success and, in May,
the playgroup were awarded a green fl ag by Keep
Scotland Beautiful thanks to the activities of the
Eco Club, supported by local eco-warrior Tracey
Jacques.
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Womenswear will be modelled on the night by
the Stornoway Women’s Rugby Team and the event
will be compered by Calum Watt.
Models will be styled by Darrah and Karis from
Serenity Hair and Beauty and Janice from Hair@57.
Tickets priced at £25 are available from The
Leanne Fund office on Point Street, from M&Co on
Cromwell Street or the Cabarfeidh Hotel.
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Tasty surprise for Harris travellers
By Annie Delin

T

here’s a refreshing sight for travellers heading north or south
over the Harris hills, with a new food van prominently
placed by the road at the head of Loch Seaforth near Bowglass.
The bright chrome food wagon is the home for a new business,
launched in October by husband and wife Irene and Alasdair
Morrison. Taste n’ Sea invites you to sample the freshest of island
produce while perched on a bench enjoying one of the ﬁnest views
in the islands.
The idea’s been developing over a while, with Irene and Alasdair
convinced that walkers and cyclists needed somewhere to stop
during the long hike between Leurbost and Tarbert. It came to a head
after a meeting with the North Harris Trust, which raised the issue
of providing something for just those sort of customers when they’re
visiting the islands.
Irene said: “The ideal would be a café in that spot, but for the
moment it seems like enough of a risk to have converted part of our
croft for a site for the van and extra parking, together with benches
overlooking Loch Seaforth.”
Irene runs the van side of the business, set up by 8.30 each morning
to get breakfast ready for workers driving north or south over the hills.
Alasdair is the ﬁ sherman, setting out in his boat, Rebecca Erin, to
catch the langoustines, crab, squid and squat lobsters that appear on
the menu.
They’re complemented by Stornoway black pudding and Lorne
sausage, bacon butties and Irene’s own homemade pastry sausage
rolls, as well as burgers and Belgian hot chocolate, brownies and
panini. Soups always include a vegetarian option and there are
veggie choices on the burger and panini menu too.
The ﬁrst few weeks have gone well, with plenty of passing trade as
well as people making special trips out from Stornoway and Tarbert
to sample the new fare.
Irene said: “People are relieved to see us here and several of them

Above, Irene and Alasdair and, right, customers at their van at
Bowglass, enjoying views over Loch Seaforth.

have said ‘it’s high time there was something here.’
Even down at our house we’ve often had walkers or
cyclists knocking on the door asking ‘is there anywhere we
can go for a hot drink?’”
Well, now there is, and despite the early starts and
isolated location, Irene is loving the work. “Locals have been
so supportive and I have met so many people I didn’t know,
friends have been out and people are coming out for a spin
when the weather’s better to have a look and see.
“It’ll be lovely in the summer when people can sit out
beside the van without having to wear a woolly hat and
gloves, but I’m really chuffed with the way it has all turned
out. I’m quite happy up here with this view and all the lovely
people who are stopping for a wee bit of banter.”

Taking Cambridge route to diet control
April Graham
interviews Isha Macleod

I

to her as it enabled her to work from home, as well as intensifying
and building on her keen interest in helping other people lose weight.
She wanted to help people who were struggling, as she had

sha Macleod is a self-employed, Independent Cambridge
convinced herself for a time that she would never lose the weight.
Weight Plan Consultant, who set up her business over a year
Before she knew it, Isha was ﬁ lling in forms, closely followed by
ago, and has never looked back.
In discussing what had brought Isha to venture into the world of the
Cambridge Weight Plan, we covered health issues she has struggled
with, such as Fibromyalgia, M.E. (Myalgic Encephalomyelitis) and all
the associated problems these have brought into her life.
Isha felt it important that she explain this, particularly for the sake
of those who may be unwell in some way and considering the plan.
Isha feels that undertaking the weight plan and losing weight have
helped her health problems.
Isha has had a long journey on the path of ill-health, having been
unwell for 18 years. Various relapses of her condition meant a
lot of time spent house and bed-bound, and over that period she
gained nearly ﬁve stone. She explains that before then she had never
struggled with any type of weight problem. She had always been
able to manage her own weight and enjoyed exercise.
At this point, in the midst of her unhappiness with her weight gain,
she had resolved to do something about it. It was then that she came
across an advert in the paper. After overcoming initial feelings of “I
don’t need to go on any plan”, thinking she could handle it herself,
and proving unsuccessful, she ﬁnally gave in.
Isha called the advertised consultant, explaining her situation and
the health problems which had made weight loss even more difﬁcult.
Within six months of her starting the diet she had lost three and a
half stone.
Once Isha had reached her target weight, her consultant then
looked into the prospect of her becoming a consultant. This appealed
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her undertaking the Cambridge training course in Edinburgh. The
course was followed by the requisite completion of ﬁve modules
including Health, Business, Medical and Cambridge. Within the ﬁrst
few months Isha had gained 18 clients.
Isha works from home in a specially adapted consultation room,
which has a very relaxed and cosy, yet professional atmosphere, with
her array of Cambridge products displayed with scales and charts.
Many of her clients also appreciate the privacy of this homely setting.
Isha particularly enjoys the support provision aspect of being a
consultant. She feels she can really relate to, and conﬁdently advise
clients, having been through the process herself, and takes a great
sense of pride in seeing her clients reach their target weight.
After a couple of phone calls or text messages to ascertain some
general information about clients, the initial consultation should
usually take around an hour. This appointment allows clients to ask
questions and voice any worries they may have. The cost of the plan
can range from £14 to £65 per week, with an array of products and
steps available to suit the client. The steps may include combinations
such as a no-food plan, where the clients diet consists solely of
Cambridge products. Other variations could include a diet of both
products and food. The plan works up in steps towards the goal of
the stabilisation level, and maintenance of your weight. Calorie
consumption is incrementally increased as you progress.
The entire process can educate you, enabling you to recognise
and thus avoid, potential triggers for your over-eating and unhelpful
unhealthy eating habits. Overall the plan can transform the way
you look at food altogether. The plan is not a fad-diet, but more
a potentially sustainable change aimed at ensuring a healthier and
happier future.
Isha feels that where the Cambridge weight plan differs from any
other is that you have the continual support of your consultant in
your personal weekly appointment, as well as being able contact
your consultant at any time for advice.
Isha and her clients have had great success, with clients having
lost anything from a stone up to six stone; as well as clients who are
now at the stage of maintaining their weight with healthy eating and
exercise.
Isha also suggests that the Cambridge weight plan study of the
DROPLET Trial - Doctor Referral of Overweight people to low
Energy Diet replacement treatment - would be worth a read. This

study reinforces the fact that the plan is medically approved /
recommended.
If you are interested in the plan, please get in touch with Isha
regarding appointments.

08/11/18 - 05/12/18

www.hebevents.com

Record crowds
at HebCelt,
report says
A
H
lmost 18,000 attended the four-day
HebCelt festival, with an estimated total
in excess of 7,500 paying festival goers.

HebCelt Festival has generated a net economic
effect of £2.1 million and has helped safeguard 38
tourism-related jobs, a report by MKA Economics
states.
It continues: “In terms of reasons for visiting the
festival, 21 per cent of non-locals were visiting
Lewis and Harris for the fi rst time, 79 per cent
had visited before.
“The event can therefore be seen to have played
an important role in attracting new visitors to the
area, as well as encouraging repeat trips.”
The festival audience was drawn from across
the UK and also abroad, including Europe, the
US, Canada, Australia and New Zealand.
In all, 66 per cent of visitors from outside
Scotland said HebCelt was the sole or main
reason for travelling to Lewis and 70 per cent said
they were likely to return.
HebCelt Director Caroline Maclennan said:
“As these figures clearly illustrate, the festival is a
signifi cant economic driver and a major tourism
magnet for the Outer Hebrides and beyond.

Nursing
success for Sara

arris-based nursing student Sara WoodKwasniewska
graduated
alongside
Olympic curler Eve Muirhead in Inverness on
Friday 2 November.

She is now working towards her advanced
qualifi cation and is the Assistant Coordinator for
British Divers Marine Life Rescue for the Outer
Hebrides Division.

Sara, 47, graduated from the University of
Stirling after undertaking a BSc degree in Adult
Nursing at the Western Isles campus.

“My medical training in both the nursing and
ambulance sectors has helped enormously in
helping me care for injured marine life,” she said.
“Nursing has many faces, and all my patients
are important to me. Whether they are human,
dolphin, whale or seal, they all get the best care
I can provide.”

More than 90 students graduating from Stirling’s
Faculty of Health Sciences and Sport were joined
by Eve Muirhead who received the award of Doctor
of the University in recognition of her outstanding
contribution to British sport.
Eve won an Olympic bronze medal in 2014 and
has been World, European and Scottish Champion.
Sara opted for a complete change of life,
moving from Surrey to Harris after working with
the ambulance service in London and the Home
Counties for 15 years.
As well as studying for her degree and
continuing to pursue her career in the ambulance
service, Sara qualified as a Marine Mammal Medic
during her time at University.

After graduating, she will commute between
Harlow – where she will combine work as a
nurse in Accident and Emergency at the Princess
Alexandra Hospital with her role as an advanced
ambulance technician – and Harris, spending
quality time with her family and continuing her
marine life rescue volunteer work.
“I feel very privileged to be having an amazing
work-life balance mix ahead,” she said. “
She will join a budding alumni community of
more than 88,000 people located in 170 countries
around the world.

“It’s deeply rewarding when capturing these
statistics to see that, not only do we get so many
return visitors, but the event continues to attract
new visitors each year.

Councillor Roddie Mackay, leader of Comhairle
nan Eilean Siar, said, "I would like to congratulate
The Hebridean Celtic Festival for their ongoing
success with an estimated 18,000 attendees in
2018.

Walk more, stay
better for longer!

“The Festival is much more than just fourday event. The incredible work that goes on
throughout the year including support from
hundreds of volunteers, the platform it provides
the Gaelic language and local artists, in addition
to attracting thousands of visitors from all over the
world, makes this one of the most unique musical
and cultural events.

“We are also seeing an increasing number of
repeat visitors through our doors each July and
are aware that the event plays a huge part in
encouraging new visitors to the islands at that
time, clearly benefiting the overall economy.
“Importantly, we provide a platform for the
Gaelic stage each year and our organisations
have collaborated in the promotion of local artists
in particular so, whether you are involved in the
programme as a volunteer or simply attending, it
is an entirely home-grown event that local people
can be very proud of.”
Advance weekend tickets for next year’s
Hebridean Celtic Festival, to be held from 18-20
July 2019, are available from the festival website.
Day tickets and those for opening shows, late
night activities and community events in Lewis
and Harris go on sale next year when the full
festival programme is finalised.

By Annie Delin

A

new group has been set up on Lewis by
people with long term health conditions,
aimed at helping to improve their quality of life
of those facing similar challenges.
Long Term Conditions Hebrides (LTCH) has been
meeting informally for almost two years, offering
social support for people with long-term conditions
ranging from arthritis and chronic pain to anxiety.

During the pilot project, Helping Patients Help
Themselves, it was shown that nine out of 10 people
attending a self-management course reported a
decrease in anxiety and depression, while eight out
of 10 found their symptoms decreased and their
ability to cope with them improved.

“As a charitable event run almost entirely by
volunteers, it is enormously satisfying that the
hard work that goes into organising the festival
helps generate such rewards for our supportive
community.”

Alex Macdonald, Head of Performing Arts
at An Lanntair, said: “We have worked in
partnership with HebCelt from its earliest years
and are delighted to have seen it grow to the
internationally recognised festival it has become.

Long term
plans for
health group

After a pilot phase supported by NHS Western
Isles, the group has been awarded £15,445 from
the Health and Social Care Alliance to run a
new, year-long project called ‘The Bridge’. This is
aimed at helping at least 50 people with long-term
conditions to learn self-management and relaxation
techniques at weekly drop in sessions.

“After 23 years, HebCelt’s popularity continues
to develop and the feedback from festival goers
has been tremendous.

"The Comhairle is pleased to support the festival
which brings signifi cant economic and cultural
benefi ts to these islands and we look forward to
welcoming visitors to the Western Isles during the
2019 summer period."
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HS Western Isles’ Health Promotion
Department was delighted to accept
an invitation to attend the ‘Cairdean Cordail
Ceann a Loch’ older people’s group in Balallan
in October.

Karen Peteranna, Health Practitioner at NHSWI,
discussed the UK physical activity guidelines for
adult and older adults and the many benefits of
physical activity such as improved sleep, helping
to maintain a healthy weight, managing stress, and
improving quality of life.
Walking was promoted with the group as a

simple way to increase physical activity - most
people can join in, there is no cost to taking part
and you don’t need special equipment.
Karen also shared information on the ‘Walk
on Hebrides’ Health Walks project and planned
developments with this project across the islands,
including the provision of Walk Leader training
courses and the creation of new local Health
Walks.
A Health Walk is a free, short, social, local,
low-level, led walk which can be anything from
10 minutes to 60 minutes long – depending on the
ability of the group.

Dr Gail Cunningham, the GP at Broadbay
medical practice who ran the initial project,
will lead the drop-in sessions for the new Bridge
Project. Participants will gain knowledge, learn
relaxation and self-management skills and become
empowered to better manage long-standing
physical or mental health condition.
Cheryl Ward, Chair of LTCH said “We are about
long-term conditions that may or may not be
diagnosed by health professionals. If they affect
your life in any way, we want to help you find ways
to help yourself to a brighter, more manageable
future.”
Special events are also planned, which will be
programmed throughout the year.
Look out for posters and notices circulated
on Facebook and via local media including
welovestornoway.com

Parking
crackdown in
town
A

campaign to crack down in illegal parking
in Stornoway town centre led to eight
parking fines being issued on Friday and
Saturday, October 19th and 20th.
The fi nes, which were issued to vehicles parked
on South Beach Street, Cromwell Street and
the surrounding area, were issued for offences
including parking on yellow lines, failing to pay
and display in a designated parking area and failing
to display a blue disabled parking badge in marked
bays.
Western Isles police will be continuing with
traffi c and road safety campaigns in the weeks
between now and the end of the festive season.
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The Chinese visitors at Beinn
Ghrideag with Point and Sandwick
Trust General Manager Donald
John MacSween and Lews Castle
College UHI lecturers Alasdair
MacLeod and Roddy Ferguson.
Photograph by Sandie Maciver of
SandiePhotos

Crisdean Saunders receiving his award

Student of the
Year winners
T

he University of the Highlands and Islands
has announced its 2018 Student of the
Year winners, with all three of its top awards
going to students who were enrolled at island
campuses – including Lews Castle College UHI.
Crisdean Saunders from Lews Castle College is
Further Education Student of the Year; Rhea Kay
from Shetland College is Higher Education Student
of the Year; and James Ellsmoor, a distance-learning
student with Orkney College, is Postgraduate
Student of the Year.
Crisdean Saunders, aged 27, from Stornoway
completed
a
horticultural
employability
programme. He was nominated for the Further
Education Student of the Year award by his tutor,
David Bell.
David explained: “Crisdean approached us
in 2016 as he was looking for something to do
following a period of inactivity. He decided to join
the horticulture course to enhance the possibility
of securing employment.
“Crisdean proved to have a great interest in
horticulture, always asking questions to further his
knowledge. He would take in seeds and cuttings
and grow them with great success and was happy
to help others and take on leadership roles.
“He has now secured a job setting up allotments
in a village not far from where he stays and helping
older people to grow vegetables - a fantastic
achievement!”
Crisdean said: “When I was told I won this
award I was very surprised. I started the course as
something to do and didn’t expect to find a job or
to win any awards.”
Rhea Kay, 23, from Whalsay, recently completed
the university’s BA (Hons) in contemporary textiles.
She was nominated for the Student of the Year
award in recognition of her exceptional academic
achievement, professional attitude and creativity.
Contemporary textiles programme leader, Faye
Hackers, said: “Rhea has been an excellent student
- she is hard working, good in a team, has strong
creative ideas and is focused on contemporary
design trends.
She’s been recognised in

national competitions, secured placements with
commercial companies and represented the
university at the New Designers Graduate Fair in
London.
“She is also a great example of progression
within the college, showing the opportunities
available in Shetland, having come through
our vocational programme while still at school,
progressing onto our NC art and design course
then graduating with a first class honours degree.”

China experts
on Isles visit

Rhea said: “I feel quite overwhelmed, but also
very grateful to have been awarded with these
two awards. As a creative, the chance to explore
and develop my skills within such a supportive
and inspiring place as Shetland has been really
important to me both personally and professionally.
A huge thank you to everyone who has helped me
throughout the years!”
James Ellsmoor, 25, from Shropshire graduated
from the university’s island studies MLitt last
month. He completed the course as a distancelearning student enrolled at Orkney College UHI’s
Institute of Northern Studies and was commended
for his academic and entrepreneurial abilities.
Dr Andrew Jennings, a lecturer at the Institute,
said: “James has been an excellent student who
achieved high grades while travelling the world
pursuing his career. Despite being only 25, he
is the co-founder and director of Solar Head of
State, a non-profi t organisation which works with
small island communities to promote solar energy.
He partnered with the Jamaican government to
install solar panels on government buildings in
Kingston and has spoken at conferences in Hawaii,
Bermuda, Japan, Haiti and Mallorca. James is a
high-flyer destined to achieve great things.”
James said: “I am delighted to have won this
award! It has really been an honour to represent the
university’s academic programme at international
events and tell people about the importance
of both the island studies programme and the
university’s unique distance learning methods.”

A

delegation of Chinese academics on an
exchange visit with the University of the
Highlands and Islands visited Stornoway and
the surrounding area during October.

Trust wind farm and were impressed by the size of
the project and expressed admiration at the effort
and achievement of the community in completing
the project.”

The visit was organised by lecturers from Lews
Castle College UHI who help deliver a degree to
the Human Institute of Engineering from where this
group of professors and senior engineers came

He added: “In an afternoon visit to Port of Ness,
they gained an appreciation of the wind energy
available on the islands!”

The delegation from China’s Hunan province
was in Lewis as part of a two-week tour of UHI
insti-tutions.
A group of UHI tutors go out to the Hunan
Institute of Engineering in Xiangtan twice a year to
help deliver the course.
Dr Alasdair MacLeod, Senior Lecturer in Energy
Engineering at Lews Castle College, is part of that
group and was pleased to receive the group in
Lewis for a return visit, during which they heard
about potential future developments in the areas of
wave and tidal power, as well as wind.
Dr Macleod said: “Twelve academics from
China visited Lews Castle College UHI to discuss
en-ergy.
“They were taken to the Point and Sandwick

Roddy Ferguson, Head of Technology at Lews
Castle College UHI, who also helped organise the
Chinese visit, explained it was “part of a research
collaboration and academic exchange programme
for advanced renewable energy engineering”.
Perth College is the main UHI partner in
delivering the engineering degree to Hunan, with
contributions from Inverness College, Lews Castle
College and North Highland College too. It has
been running for around five years. This visit by
the Chinese delegation is, however, the first time
they have made an exchange visit to Scotland.
They visited Perth College and North Highland
College before coming to Lewis.
As well as getting a tour of Point and Sandwick
Trust’s community-owned wind farm at Beinn
Ghrideag near Stornoway, the delegation were also
given a presentation by Donald John Mac-Sween,
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Point and Sandwick Trust General Manager, on the
history of the wind farm and the many challenges
the community trust had to overcome in getting it
built.
Point and Sandwick Trust’s Beinn Ghrideag is
the largest community-owned wind farm in the UK
with a power output of 9MW and was named ‘Best
Community Project’ at the Scottish Green Energy
Awards in 2015 in recognition of this.
Donald John said: “It was the first wind farm they
had ever visited. They were very attentive. They
listened to everything I was saying and the woman
who was their spokesperson said that they were
deeply impressed with the community’s tenacity
and ambition in getting the project done.”

How islanders left for
overseas homes

Point and Sandwick Trust had formed the initial
steering group, to look at the possibility of developing a community wind farm, in 2005 – and it
was to be 10 years before that would be a reality.
Donald John said: “I told them how we had
done it – right from the beginning of the concept,
when there was 100 per cent support from the
community, through to the Environmental Impact
Assessments and planning permission, which was
a game changer, through to the initial difficulties
with the banking sector and then Santander coming
to our rescue.
“I think they were shocked by the amount of
time it took us to achieve the project because in
China these things go from concept to connection
to production in a matter of months.”
Donald John MacSween added: “We are all
excited about the possibilities for renewables in
the islands and are very pleased to be working in
partnership with the scientists and engineers at
Lews Castle College to look at where that future
could take us.
“Technology is moving on all the time but we’ve
got some of the best brains in the world here at the
college – people like Alasdair MacLeod and Chris
Macleod at the Innovation Centre, for example.
“Point and Sandwick Trust is very much about
leading from the front, innovation and self-belief,
and the level of interest from the Chinese party
shows you that we’ve got a great story to tell.
Beinn Ghrideag is a great example of what
is possible in terms of community endeavour,
ambition and economic development.”
The wind farm trust has already donated £20,000
towards the Lews Castle College Innovation Centre, set up by Dr Chris Macleod, which aims to
foster a new generation of high-tech business startups and entrepreneurial wealth creation in the
islands.
As well as the Innovation Centre, the wind farm
trust is working on a couple of other significant
projects in partnership with the college.

I

slanders leaving to find a better life almost
always left by sea and crossed the Atlantic in
the two centuries before the rail line reached
Kyle of Lochalsh, renowned genealogist Bill
Lawson told an attentive audience at an event
in Lews Castle College’s spacious foyer on
Wednesday October 3.
Until the end of the 19th century, they did not
see the surrounding seas and oceans as barriers
but as highways to elsewhere, and while many
individuals went to Glasgow and Edinburgh to
work, most families moved to settle overseas.
The Seallam genealogy centre which Bill is still
deeply involved with, has traced more than 21,000
emigrants from the Islands to the world beyond
and identified specifi c regions where many of
them went, joining others from their own localities.
The research, using all possible sources, focussed
on tracing families as it is so challenging to try to
follow individual names through the years.
Research has traced roughly 5,000 from Lewis;
3,000 from Harris and about the same from North
Uist; 6,000 from South Uist and Benbecula; and
3,000 from Barra. Each group favoured its own
settlement area at different times. Barra and North
Uist went mostly to Cape Breton; South Uist to
Prince Edward Island and Nova Scotia; and so on.
In 1850s, many went to Australia, while people
from Lewis went overwhelmingly to the Eastern
Townships in Quebec.
These were 19th Century emigrations but there
were two major waves in the 18th Century – with
the earliest surviving record relating to a family
who moved from Benbecula to North Carolina in
1740. The main movement to the Carolinas was
in the 1770s and 1780s. These would be mostly
small farmers who moved with their whole families
and their servants. They ran into problems with

Students gain more
from UHI learning
T

he prospects of those qualifying through
Highlands and Islands colleges are
continuing to increase according to the
Scottish Funding Council’s annual College
Leaver Destinations report.
The publication released last week, reports on
the destinations of those who left college in the
2016 to 2017 academic year.
The fi ndings show that 25.9% of leavers
from Highlands and Islands colleges went into
employment after their studies.
This is more than 25 per cent above the national
average of 20% and also represents an increase
from the previous year’s regional figure of 24.5%.
West Highland College UHI and North
Highland College UHI were found to have the
highest percentage of leavers entering work of all
Scotland’s colleges, with more than 40% of their
former students entering employment.
The results for leavers entering work from Argyll
College UHI and Shetland College UHI were also

significantly above the national average.
Including those who went on to further study,
94.8% of leavers from Highlands and Islands were
reported to have gone on to positive destinations.
The Highlands and Islands further education
region consists of North Highland College UHI,
Orkney College UHI, Shetland College UHI, Argyll
College UHI, West Highland College UHI, Lews
Castle College UHI, Moray College UHI, Inverness
College UHI and Perth College UHI.
The University of the Highlands and Islands
Court, through the Further Education Regional
Board, is accountable for all college and universitylevel education in the Highlands and Islands.
Dr Michael Foxley, chair of the Highland and
Islands Further Education Regional Board, said:
“I am delighted to read this audited outcome. It
refl ects the sustained work carried out by the
colleges which make up the University of the
Highlands and Islands to give our students the
positive outcomes they need and deserve for the
future.”

the American Revolution – and many returned.
Others fled to other parts of America and dropped
their connections with Britain, even changing the
names they used.
Bill Lawson noted that there was another surge
of emigration after 1765, which coincided with
destitution locally with ruination of crops and
cattle stocks apparently caused by the climatic
impact of a massive volcanic eruption in Iceland.
There were great connections between Lewis
and Pennsylvania in the 18th Century. Two groups
were leaving – merchants from Stornoway and
poor people. There were recognised trading links
between Glasgow, Liverpool and New York. In
1774, a total of 500 emigrants from Lewis went
to Pennsylvania. That was in one year alone and
there was never that size of emigration at a later
date. They went as many as 100 at a time in
different ships; mostly to Butler County which is
near Pittsburgh in Pennsylvania. Bill explained the
diffi culties of tracking movement when registrars
in America, unfamiliar with Gaelic, came up
with their own spellings – Mkoosh for McCuish;
Mordecai to Murchadh; and Diogenes for Aoidh,
for example.
A key point is that at that time there was no
element of landlord persuasion or oppression
involved – the opposite, in fact. The Earl of
Seaforth, owner of Lewis, took court action to
prevent people from leaving. He claimed the
emigrants were to be sold into slavery. But he
failed to persuade anyone of this. Lewis and
Harris people were involved in the expansion of
Canada and the development of the Hudson Bay
Company in the north of the new country. Going
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east, families ended up in the Philippines, Java,
and Sri Lanka (then Ceylon).
One of the major drivers for overpopulation
in the 19th Century was the impact of improved
health care and medical treatment which meant far
more children survived into adulthood. And there
were people – apart from landlords – who made
money out of the trade in kelp and who had the
capital to pay to leave and to settle properly when
they arrived in Canada. Often one family went out
and then encouraged other family members to join
them.
Even in 1851 when the landlord, Sir James
Matheson, was encouraging Lewis people to
emigrate, they retained a greater deal of control
than sometimes thought. Indeed, faced with the
need for moves within Lewis to new village sites
in order to have new land to till, some villages
chose to move to Canada and break new land
there instead.
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of the rest
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Assistance for
mental health charity

L

oganair has announced its largest expansion programme at
Edinburgh Airport, with four new routes being launched as
part of its summer 2019 schedule, using its new jet aircraft.
Laoganir was also chosen in October to be European Regional
Airline of the Year, by the European Regions Airline Association.
Loganair will introduce regular year-round services to the
Norwegian cities of Bergen and Stavanger; to Islay; and also a
seasonal link between Edinburgh and Guernsey.
Stavanger will become Loganair’s second destination in
Norway with four fl ights each week from Edinburgh, on Mondays,
Wednesdays, Fridays and Sundays.
Flights from Edinburgh to Bergen – the Gateway to the Fjords – will
operate three times each week on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday.
Bergen, Stavanger and Guernsey will each be operated by the
airline’s newly acquired 37-seat Embraer 135 jet, the latest addition
to its fleet.
A 34-seat Saab 340 will fl y the Edinburgh to Islay route – the
capital city’s first ever scheduled air link to the Inner Hebrides. The
service will commence on 25 March and will operate up to daily.
Also joining the fleet is an Embraer 145 jet with 49 seats compared
to the 135 with 37 seats.
Back in 1962 their fl eet consisted of one Piper Aztec, which was
used to get around the country from one construction site to another.
Now, apart from the two jets, they have fi ve Saab 2000s, 12 Saab
340Bs, two Dornier 328s, three Twin Otters and two Britten Norman
Islanders.

Stone wins
Lottery funding
T

Left to right: Del Gunn, Western Isles Association for Mental Health Project Manager,
with long-standing volunteers Al Smith (centre) and Frances Allison.
Photograph by Sandie Maciver of SandiePhotos

C

he 19ft Clach an
Trushal or 'Stone
of Compassion' in
Ballantrushal
will
be the focus of a
new
project
by
the
Airidhantuim
Community
Council
thanks
to
funding
from the Western Isles
Lottery.

ommunity wind farm charity Point and Sandwick Trust is
giving £5,000 to the Western Isles Association for Mental
Health and a sizeable percentage of the money will cover the
costs of delivering suicide prevention training, which is run by
the WIAMH in partnership with NHS Western Isles.

Funds from ticket
sales in the Ness and
Westside Area until
the end of December
will be awarded to the
Community Council to
upgrade the local tourist
attraction.
Plans for the project
include
having
a
descriptive plaque made
for the stone as well as
upgrading the pathway leading to it.
At 19ft the stone is said to be tallest standing stone in Scotland. It
is 6ft wide and, at its thickest point, 4.9ft, with a girth at its base of
15.6ft.
Local legend says that it marks the site of a great battle, the last to
be fought between the feuding clans of the Macaulays and Morrisons
– however, it is actually the solitary upright stone remaining from a
stone circle built about 5,000 years ago.
It occupied a place within the circle, although its placement was
not central. The second last standing stone was removed in 1914 and
used as a lintel.
All residents in the Ness & Westside Area are encouraged to join
the Lottery to support this innovative project.
Tickets can be purchased online at www.westernisleslottery.co.uk
or call 0300 30 20 444.

groups, while the schedule for ASIST courses is fi lling up. There is
also a half-day course (SafeTalk) delivered by NHS representatives.
ASIST stands for Applied Suicide Intervention Skills Training and is
delivered by two trainers.

Del Gunn, WIAMH Project Manager, said the ‘no strings attached’
nature of Point and Sandwick Trust’s donation meant that WIAMH
was free to spend the money on any area it chose.

When Del delivers ASIST courses, he often works in partnership
with Elaine Mackay, NHS Western Isles Planning and Development
Offi cer, and Norma Neill, former NHS Senior Health Promotion
Officer, based in Benbecula.

And now, given recent tragic events, it is targeting further
expenditure on suicide prevention training and raising awareness
around the issues of suicide.

These courses are delivered to public agencies, the general public
and other interested individuals, such as teachers and youth group
workers.

Point and Sandwick Trust has given a fi ve-year commitment to
supporting the Western Isles Association for Mental Health and other
organisations which also help vulnerable groups, including Western
Isles Foyer and the Hebrides Alpha Project.

Del said he personally would be involved in suicide awareness
sessions with 40 new people in the coming fortnight and there
seemed to be “a genuine interest in this”. He said training delivery
would “continue to increase” and there would be a demand for
repeat training, too.

The Western Isles Association for Mental Health has been running
for more than 20 years and manages the Catch 23 drop-in service at
its base at 23 Bayhead in Stornoway.
Some of the funding from Point and Sandwick Trust will go towards
Catch 23, which is open six days a week, from 12noon till 4pm on a
weekday and 11am to 3pm on a Saturday.
Catch 23 is a recovery-based drop-in for people to meet who
are faced with a wide range of mental health and substance misuse
issues and runs focused activities such as arts sessions and writing
groups during the week.
The Association has three project support workers, all part-time,
and a couple of session workers to deliver the arts and writing
activities. It also has invaluable volunteer support.
Project Manager Del Gunn said there had been increased demand
for suicide prevention training, so that was where some of the current
funding from Point and Sandwick Trust would go.
He expects the amount of suicide prevention training delivered in
2018/19 to be double the amount delivered in 2017/18.
There are currently two suicide prevention courses by WIAMH
– the two-day ASIST course, which is suitable for over-18s, and the
one-hour SuicideTALK course, which is suitable for the over-15s.
Plans are underway for delivering the hour-long talks to senior school

His message was clear. “If you are concerned about someone in
the community, don’t ignore it. Do not ignore that person. Go with
your gut instinct. That’s the key.
“We need to start working on the community’s resilience and this
can be done through training and having better awareness of people
who are struggling.”
He said that “all ages” could be affected by suicide, adding: “We
don’t talk to each other how we used to. Nowadays it’s often done
by text, email and Facebook. We possibly don’t know our friends as
well as we should. Although social media does have some positive
attributes, I also feel it has a darker side that has a lot to answer for.”
Donald John MacSween, General Manager of Point and Sandwick
Trust, said: “One life lost to suicide is one too many. We are pleased
to be in a position to help Western Isles Association for Mental Health
and NHS Western Isles deliver what is genuinely life-saving work.
“We believe that the managers of these services are the people
who have the best knowledge about what needs to be done, and that
is why we don’t put any caveats on our donations to their services.
We would like to commend WIAMH for the valuable work they do
in the community.
“It is of great importance and that is why we have given a five-year
commitment to support them.”
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Restoration
starts on antique
town map
By Annie Delin

A

n ancient map showing the town and
port of Stornoway, including ‘Bayhead,
Imrisligach and Inaclete’ is about to gain a new
lease of life.
The map, made in the early 19th century by
surveyor James Chapman, has been held in the
collection of Western Isles libraries for many years.
It shows the centre of Stornoway in fine detail, but
clumsy conservation over the years has damaged
the map extensively.
Now a grant from the Aurelius charitable
trust, which supports the conservation of culture
inherited from the past, has allowed specialist
conservators at National Library of Scotland (NLS)
to start a painstaking process of restoration.

Bethany Macleod with her certificate from
Peppa Pig and Save the Children.

The specialists will remove cellulose lamination,
repair cracks and water-damage and re-mount
the map before preparing it to be returned to
Stornoway. It will then be digitised as part of a
longer-term plan by Western Isles Libraries to allow
historical sources to be widely accessed.

Peppa
walk hits
No 7 spot

Top
award for
bistro

T

he first Peppa Pig muddy puddle walk held
in Stornoway was one of the most successful
in the UK, says the Save the Children charity
which received the proceeds.
Three-year-old Bethany Macleod was the driving
force behind the new event, which was held in
April in the Castle grounds.
More than 100 young children walked and
toddled the half-mile course along with their
parents and the cartoon characters George and
Peppa Pig.
After all the funds had been counted, a
tremendous toddling total of £1184.82 had been
raised for the charity’s work supporting children
across the world.
Now Bethany’s mum Michelle has received an
email from Save the Children UK to say the Stornoway
Peppa Pig Muddy Puddle Walk was the 7th highest
Muddy Puddle fundraiser in all of the UK.

N

orth Harbour Bistro on Scalpay has been typical comment on their Facebook Page states:
awarded the prestigious Good Food Award “There is no comparison between your food and the
for 2019.
food elsewhere in the Hebrides or the Highlands

The award states: “Over the last 12 months
we have evaluated customer feedback and these
premises have demonstrated exceptional levels of
food quality, service and value when compared to
our industry benchmarks in their category.

actually. Your food is way above the rest and that’s
fact. The service is always a cut above the rest,
too. What an amazing team you have. Well done!
Keep up the good work. Can’t wait to have my next
meal there!”

“In recognition of this achievement they have
been duly awarded the 2019 Good Food Award.”

There are only a handful of awards for the North
of Scotland including one for Dulse & Brose in
Portree.

And social media is ablaze with praise for chef
and entrepreneur George Lavery and his team. A

The Good Food Awards started in 2002 and their
awards programme has gone from very humble
beginnings to the great success it is today.
“Some premises will appear in our awards
programme regularly but they must earn their place
every year by maintaining the same high standards
that gained them initial entry into the Good Food
Awards.
“The Good Food Awards are compiled, scored
and written each year so there are always new
entries and deletions.
“We base them on: tasty delicious dishes;
ranking amongst competitors; consistent positive
customer feedback and a great food hygiene score.

Lottery pays out £2,128.80 to show group

P

ictured is Janet Paterson from the Western
Isles Lottery presenting a cheque for
£2,128.80 to John "Corrags" MacLeod, Malina
Morrison and Jonathan Smith of the Westside
Agricultural Show Committee.
The funds were the proceeds raised from Lottery
ticket sales from supporters in the Ness & Westside
Area. This follows funding already received in Area
2 by Eoropie Playpark and Carloway Community
Centre, making a total of £5,075 distributed to date.

“Because it was going to be a very complicated
piece of conservation we needed support, and
working with the National Library of Scotland is
a great partnership. They’ve already digitised two
maps for us and we’re really looking forward to
developing an extensive website as part of our
digitisation project.”
NLS began work on the Stornoway Map, as
they are calling it, last month (September 2018)
and have posted a detailed blog about the work
they aim to do at https://blog.nls.uk/plans-for-theconservation-treatment-of-the-stornoway-map/
Conservator Claire Thomson said: “The
‘Stornoway Map’ is one of a group belonging to
Stornoway Public Library, which were sent to the
National Library of Scotland in 2017 for digitisation.
“However, this map could not initially be
digitised due to its poor condition. It had been
heavily conserved in the past, leaving the paper
stained, skinned and distorted, with many large
cracks, tears and losses. It had also been entirely
covered in cellulose acetate lamination, making its
surface very glossy.
“The Library successfully obtained funding from
the Aurelius Trust to undertake the conservation
work necessary for digitisation, and the
conservation project began in September 2018.
Highlights of the treatment will be shown on
Twitter (@NLS_CollCare), and we will also publish
a second blog showing the map after treatment.”
Once restored, the map will become one of
several which piece together the story of the town’s
history. James Chapman visited the islands between
1807 and 1809, with a map of the Isle of Lewis
which he created already in the NLS collection
(https://maps.nls.uk/counties/rec/656).

Business owners can register their interest to be
included and readers can make nominations too.

And already on the Comhairle’s website is a
plan from 1785 ‘of the Harbour Bay and Town of
Stornaway with the Adjoining Lands.’

The rules are strict. In 2016, for example, some
76,631 establishments would not be eligible to
enter the awards programme based on their Food
Hygiene rating alone.

Kathleen Milne said: “Together with the earlier
maps, this one will give us a fascinating insight
into how the town and port of Stornoway have
developed over the centuries.”

The funding enabled the landscaping of an area
beside the Barvas Community Hall in order to
relocate their annual Show to a more suitable site.

0ʝȾɏʃKʋɚʗXVɢʓUɛɇʑɚIȹRɍ 

The new site will also be available for any local events
to take place as well as providing additional parking
facilities. The committee was also able to purchase a
purpose-built marquee to ensure future shows go ahead
regardless of adverse weather conditions.

&URPZHOO6WUHHW+6''
7HO

John "Corrags" sincerely thanked the Lottery for
supporting their cause.

Western Isles Libraries Manager Kathleen
Milne said: “We found it in very poor condition,
so damaged we couldn’t digitise it because it had
been lacquered and otherwise damaged.
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100th social meeting for friendship
group and new members invited
A

friendship group for older people from
Point recently celebrated its 100th monthly
meeting – and is inviting other members of the
community to join the fun.

s

,

Cairdean Og Allt nan Gall held its landmark
social event on October 2, at Ionad Stoodie
community centre, and enjoyed a talk from Dr Ali
Whiteford on the subject of Industrial Garrabost.

ng

Pick-up dates
for Blythswood
shoebox appeal
By Annie Delin

T

Dr Whiteford had also been the Cairdean’s first
guest speaker, coming to talk to their inaugural
social meeting back in 2007.
This time, he spoke about the old fl our mill and
Lews Brick sites, as well as showing drone footage
of the area, which had been taken by Douglas
Leadbetter.
Duncan Don, chair of the Cairdean, said it was
an excellent afternoon – “very informative” – and
urged other over-60s in their part of Point to come
along, if they have never been before.

he annual appeal for boxes full of goodwill
and goodies for needy families has gone
Cairdean Og Allt nan Gall is one of the biggest
out to people in Lewis and Harris, with the friendship groups for older folk in the Outer
deadline fast approaching to get your donations Hebrides, with around 65 members.
in for Blythswood’s Christmas shoebox appeal.
They hold a social afternoon at Ionad Stoodie on
With a changed drop-off point and slightly later
return date, there’s a call now for shoeboxes filled
with warm clothes, toiletries, toys and treats to
brighten someone’s winter days in a harsh part of
the world.

the fi rst Tuesday of every month and have various
other activities and outings through the year,
including a trip to the mainland every summer,
fundraising soup and pudding events, plus meals
out.

The unique Scottish charity appeal annually sees
a tremendous return from Lewis and Harris.

The Cairdean receive fi nancial and moral
support from community wind farm Point and
Sandwick Trust, which gave them around £850
earlier this year towards the costs of their holiday
and the monthly hire of the hall.

Last year the islands sent 1,500 filled shoeboxes
destined for Romania, which added to a total of
115,932 sent to Albania, Bulgaria, Hungary,
Kosovo, Moldova, Pakistan, Serbia and Ukraine.
Pre-wrapped shoeboxes are available if you
don’t have your own empty box and a checklist
of what kind of items to place inside is available
both from the Blythswood shop in Kenneth Street,
Stornoway or online from https://www.blythswood.
org/shoebox
Givers are encouraged to choose whether they
are creating a gift for a girl or boy, or for a grown-up
or elderly man or woman, and then to select gifts
based on the approved checklist. Warm hats and
gloves, soap and shampoo and handy items like
tools, toothbrushes or stationery are among ideas
for what to put inside.
The collection depot has changed this year
and will be at the Drill Hall on Church Street,
Stornoway. It will be open for donations between
3 and 7pm on Wednesday November 7th, 3-7pm
on Thursday November 8th and 2-7pm on Friday
November 9th. Volunteers to help check and pack
the boxes are welcomed, even if only for an hour.
Just turn up at the Drill Hall and offer your services
for a warm welcome.
Shoeboxes are taken across to Blythswood’s HQ
depot at Evanton by island hauliers, to be added
to the growing collection for distribution. This year
two representatives from the national office will
join the collection team in Stornoway to give their
personal thanks to the people of the islands for
years of dedication to the charity.
In Harris, there are still pre-wrapped empty
shoeboxes available to collect from Sir E Scott
school offi ce, each containing the checklist leaflet
which advises what items to put in. The deadline
to return filled boxes to the school is Wednesday
November 7th and the uplift to Stornoway will be
on Friday 9th.
There’s a special poignancy to the appeal this
year in Harris, as the wrapped empty boxes were
all lovingly prepared by Mairi ‘Strachan’ Macleod
of Seilebost, who passed away earlier in October.
A spokeswoman for the Blythswood shoebox
appeal in Harris said: “Our thoughts and prayers
remain with her family and all who knew her, at
this sad time. It is a reminder of all the unseen work
Mairi did for her community over the years.”

They also receive money from PST towards their
Christmas lunch and get the use of the wind farm’s
minibus, when required.
Donald John MacSween, Point and Sandwick
Trust General Manager, said the community wind
farm charity would always do its best by the
Cairdean.
“We are very pleased to help this group. They
put on excellent social events and provide a
very important social focus for people who may
otherwise become very isolated and lonely.

Duncan Don, left, and Dr Ali Whiteford, shaking hands over the cake.
Photograph by Sandie Maciver of SandiePhotos

“Social isolation is one of the great problems
with an ageing population like ours and all too
often their needs are ignored. It is so important to
get out and about and meet others – to stay alive
and connected to your community. Support for
these types of organisations is a key component of
our Business and Community Development Plan.”
Around 40 people usually attend the Cairdean’s
monthly get-togethers and Duncan Don said they
always tried their best to arrange transport for
anyone who might want to come along but have a
problem with transport or mobility.
But the age and fitness profile of many members
means the Cairdean group had even managed,
during a previous summer trip, to get up Cairngorm
mountain on the funicular railway and enjoy lunch
in the Ptarmigan restaurant.
Duncan Don stressed the benefi ts of belonging

to the group, inviting new people to “just come
along”. They usually have guest speakers or
entertainment at the monthly meetings – and
Duncan Don stressed how much of a difference
the Cairdean had made to his own life.
“When I joined this group, I didn’t know anyone
at all. We had come here in 2004 and it was 2007
that I started going to the group. I didn’t know
anyone but since then I’ve met lots of people
that I’m very, very friendly with and I would go
anywhere with.”
Membership of the Cairdean is open to anyone
aged 60 and over – there is no upper age limit –
and living anywhere in Point from Aignish and
Knock down to the Shulishader boundary.
Anyone wanting to inquire about joining should
phone Duncan Don on 01851 703125 or email
him on duncanmdon@gmail.com.

Workers undercut by Home Office rules
S

was shocked to learn that the UK Government had
allowed this to happen.

And despite all the top-level publicity about
restricting immigration from outside the EU to
only jobs paying more than £30,000 a year – a rule
which has badly affected Highlands and Islands
hospitality businesses – the workers from Russia
and Indonesia are paid less than the minimum
wage.

“Imagine the numbers of experienced offshore
workers in the Highlands & Islands that could be
be transferred to this work in the coming years.”

killed workers from the Islands hoping to
find work on massive offshore windfarm
projects are being disadvantaged by a special
Home Office exemption from immigration
rules which has been extended several times.

The UK Home Offi ce says that it has again
continued a concession to the immigration rules to
allow the employment of non-European Economic
Area nationals.
The concession will allow workers leave to
enter the UK until 21 April 2019 for the purpose
of joining a vessel engaged in the construction and
maintenance of a wind farm within UK territorial
waters.
During this period, fi rms involved in the
construction or maintenance of wind farms within
territorial waters “should look to regularise the
position of their workers”, the Home Office says.
This situation has been brought to the attention
of Islands MP Angus Brendan MacNeil by
Stornoway man Neil Campbell, and Mr MacNeil
has raised the matter with the Home Office.
Neil was reacting to a major article on-line in
The Guardian newspaper. He told the MP that he

“As we enter another round of UK awards to
build major Scottish wind farms, which I hope to
be re-employed in next year, I would like to ask
you to find out what has been put in place to stop
this happening again.

The Guardian said the workers hired to build
the fl agship £2.6bn Beatrice offshore windfarm
included migrants without proper immigration
documents, paid a fraction of the UK minimum
wage.
Offshore windfarming is one of the UK’s biggest
growth industries, hailed by both the Conservatives
and Labour as a priority for investment that will
create thousands of jobs while also producing
clean energy.
The International Transport Workers’ Federation
(ITF) and the Rail, Maritime and Transport Workers’
union (RMT) have said, however, that the use of
cheap foreign labour instead of local workers is
a growing problem in the sector’s subcontracting
chains. They have accused the government of
failing to protect workers.
A group of Russian workers recruited as relief
crew on the giant crane ship contracted to
carry out the initial construction on the Beatrice
windfarm were detained by immigration officials

at Aberdeen airport in April 2017.
They were being brought in to the country on
seafarer identity documents, intended for foreign
crew leaving UK waters immediately, instead of
the official permits required of people from outside
the European Economic Area (EEA) entering the
UK to work.
Permits have not historically been available
for lower skilled people from non-EEA countries
working on vessels that operate in the UK’s
territorial waters.
But in an extraordinary relaxation of immigration
rules on 21 April 2017 the Home Office granted
a six-month, time-limited waiver to the windfarm
industry to use non-EEA workers. The ITF said it
was needed to give the Russians stuck at Aberdeen
airport leave to enter.
An ITF inspection on board the crane ship in the
Moray Firth the following month found more than
140 migrant workers, the majority from Russia and
some from Indonesia.
Contracts for some of them, seen by the
Guardian, set rates of pay that were a fraction
of the UK minimum wage. Beatrice is a joint
venture led by the privatised utility Scottish and
Southern Electricity (SSE), and is one of the largest
investments made in Scottish infrastructure. It is
due to be completed next year.
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Hebridean Campers provide a stunning
camper, with a beautifully designed interior that
caters for all you need to tour around. It sleeps
four, has a fridge, gas heater, cooker, grill, oven,
plenty storage and camping chairs. The van also
includes all bed linen and cooking utensils.
For more information about Hebridean
Campers please visit www.hebrideancampers.
co.uk.

Outer Hebrides Business Gateway and the Prince’s Trust are delivered
locally through Comhairle nan Eilean Siar’s Economic Development
OUTER HEBRIDES BUSINESS GATEWAY is a Comhairle based service
service.
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Find out more about Business Gateway can
help your business by visiting:
www.bgateway.com/westernisles
01851 808 240.

or

The FBS Celebrating Small Business Awards are
now open for entries. The awards are open to
both FSB members and non-members and the
closing date is 11 January 2019. The Scottish
final will be held on 21 February 2019. For more
information visit www.fsbawards.co.uk

GET SET
FOR BREXIT

NEW HEBRIDEAN
TOURISM BUSINESS
IS ON THE MOVE
A

new tourism business based in Stornoway
is already attracting customers to the
Outer Hebrides from across the world, just a
few months after launching.

tracks and places to eat. We meet customers at
the ferry terminal or airport, show them how the
van works and then let their adventure begin.

SDI has launched a range of support to help
businesses prepare for Brexit. This support
includes:

Grants for Growth is a business development
scheme funded by Comhairle nan Eilean Siar and
European Regional Development Fund (ERDF).
The scheme is aimed at businesses based in the
Outer Hebrides, in key sectors, with significant
plans for growth (increasing annual turnover by
at least £50,000 within three years and creating
employment). The following funding streams are
available:
1. Funding to allow access to specialist support
related to growth activity – up to £2,000 and up
to 70% of eligible costs.
2. Funding for signifi cant growth or
diversification, which will result in new jobs – up
to £20,000 and up to 50% of eligible costs.

b. 1-2-1 Export Adviser support
c. International Project Support – a £4k grant
for GP or Account Managed businesses
across Scotland

To fi nd out more, please contact the
Business Gateway offi ce on 01851 822775 or
businessgateway@cne-siar.gov.uk

a. A Brexit Checklist tool

Get Set for Brexit has been put in place to
provide businesses with cross agency support
on Brexit issues. For more information go to the
Scottish Enterprise website and search for Get Set
for Brexit.

DIGITALBOOST

OHYES SCHEME –
TIME RUNNING OUT
TO APPLY

“Tourism is increasing here so, having identified
the demand and doing my business plan, I spoke
to Business Gateway. They provided support
and helped with a successful grant application
to the Business Gateway Outer Hebrides Youth
Entrepreneurship Scheme.

Having been born and bred on the Isle of Lewis,
Mark knows better than most how attractive the
island is and, having watched the increase in
tourism numbers to the island in recent years,
decided to create a new business, with support
from Business Gateway Outer Hebrides.

“In addition to the on-going 1 to 1 advice from
Business Gateway, I also attend the free business
training workshops they provide. Having the
option of the varied courses is really helpful as
it allows me to develop my skill-set even more,
which will improve the running of the business.”

The Outer Hebrides Youth Entrepreneurship
Scheme (OHYES) is a grant scheme for new
entrepreneurs in the Outer Hebrides aged 18 to
40, part-fi nanced by Comhairle Nan Eilean Siar
and Scape Reinvest Communities Fund. The
following funding streams are available:

Mark Maciver said: “It has been a fantastic
start for the business. Since spring this year we’ve
welcomed such a wide range of customers from
23 to 70 years old and from all over the world.
They all want to experience the beauty of the
Hebrides and to be in complete control of where
they go and where they stay while they are here
and that’s what Hebridean Campers allows them
to do.

Donna MacLeod from Business Gateway Outer
Hebrides said: “Mark’s local knowledge and
commitment to a high level of customer service
is key to the success of Hebridean Campers. It’s
been a real pleasure working with Mark and
we look forward to seeing his business go from
strength to strength.”

1. Funding to allow young entrepreneurs to
test out a new business idea to establish whether
it will work before taking the next step to start
the business – up to £500 and up to 100% of
eligible costs.

“Customer service is a priority for us so we
encourage our guests to ask as many questions
about the Hebrides prior to coming so we can help
them plan their trip and make recommendations
like places to camp, beaches, hill walks, bike

TIME RUNNING
OUT TO APPLY GRANTS FOR
GROWTH

Businesses must have been trading for at least
three months to be eligible to apply. Subject to
funding, the scheme will run until the end of
2018 so please let us know as soon as possible if
you are interested in making an application.

Hebridean Campers, owned by Mark Maciver,
has welcomed visitors from Belgium, France,
America, Canada, Spain, Italy and across the UK,
all of whom have enjoyed the beauty of the island
from the comfort of his modern campervan.

Mark added: “One of the most enjoyable parts
of the camper hire is the feedback I get. Every
single guest I've had has given rave reviews of the
van and the island. Not only does it reassure me
that I have created a good product but also it's
nice to see people arrive to the island, experience
where we live and leave with such happiness.”

The scheme closes at the end of 2018 so time
is running out to apply for funding. To find out
more, please contact the Business Gateway office
on 01851 822775 or businessgateway@cne-siar.
gov.uk

call

CELEBRATING
SMALL BUSINESS
AWARDS

Mark Maciver, Hebridean Campers

set up a new business venture. The funding can
be used towards capital, marketing, e-commerce
enablement and revenue costs – up to £3000 and
up to 75% of eligible costs (up to a maximum of
25% of revenue costs).

2. Funding to allow young entrepreneurs to

Are you looking to power up your business?
Digital technology is changing how businesses
operate and can help you reach new markets,
streamline your work processes and make it easy
for customers to interact with you.
Business Gateway can help your business gain
a digital advantage through our DigitalBoost
support. We offer assistance through digital
guides, workshops, one-to-one support and
online tutorials. The tutorials are available at any
time and offer invaluable tips and advice on a
wide range of topics including digital marketing
and cyber resilience.
Our one-to-one support is open to applications
from businesses that have been trading for more
than six months and are looking to grow and use IT
extensively. The offer of support will be dependent
upon the outcome of a health check questionnaire
and engagement with a business adviser.
The full range of support is available at
www.bgateway.com/driving-growth/digitalboost.

Find us on Facebook – search for Business Gateway Outer Hebrides
Online Local Business Directory – go to: www.businesshebrides.co.uk
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Tribute to
Donald M
‘Bookie’
Campbell
Contributed by MJM

T

he community of Stornoway bade
farewell to Donald M Campbell one of its best-loved characters – on
October 17th this year.

Donnie ‘Bookie’ spent his early years
enjoying the freedom which the town, the
harbour and the Castle Grounds gave him
whilst running in-and-out of his dad John
Campbell’s newsagents shop on Bayhead.
John had a gallery of black-and-white
photographs of contemporary sports
personalities on the wall and I remember
one of John ‘Don’ Cockell, the English
Heavyweight boxer who fought World
Champion Rocky Marciano in 1955.
After his education at The Nicolson
Institute, Donnie joined the Royal Marines
serving in Aden and The Falklands during
ten years of service, and for several years
later meeting up socially and completing
parachute jumps with former comrades.
At this time he also kept fit with runs round
the Castle Grounds.
On his return home he helped develop
and run the newsagents for a time until
eventually, following his passion for sport
(probably acquired from his Dad’s gallery
and the free access to newspapers, comics
and magazines) and on John’s retiral, he
set up his own bookmakers business in
town.
This was after an apprenticeship in
Hamilton and a battle with the ‘antibetting’ lobby in the town. A battle,
needless to say, this ex-Royal Marine
finally won. He went on to develop a
successful business and generously shared
the fruits of his success amongst charities,
local clubs, organisations and friends.
Donnie’s generosity is almost legendary!
He remembered friends’ birthdays, and
their children’s birthdays sending cards
and presents. He once sent an actual
shop till by courier to his niece Fiona and
nephew Paul in Fife knowing they liked to
‘play Shops’.
Donnie epitomised the free-thinking,
independent spirit – a maverick in many
ways but a kind and friendly maverick.
A tad old fashioned and Non-PC, he
preferred to see the good qualities in
people and usually found their ‘faults‘
amusing, recognising that we all have
faults. He practised tolerance – an ability
sadly often lacking in today’s media-mad
world.
His great pal Kenny ‘Fags ‘ Macdonald,
the guitar maestro, laughingly despaired of
Donnie’s singular taste in music – namely
‘ Elvis’. Fair enough! He missed Kenny
terribly when he passed away. One of his

proudest moments came when he was
asked by Kenny’s daughter Karen to give
her away at her wedding in 2012.
When I moved to Inverness I regularly
received phone calls from both Kenny and
Donnie often opening with “ Wait ‘til you
hear this one “ followed by a hilarious
report on some blunder or faux pas one or
the other had just recently committed. But
it was all fun and a wind-up. And fun was
an important element in Donnie’s life.
But he also possessed a keen intellect
and a range of references which he used to
complete the daily crosswords in some of
the quality papers (often his text messages
resembled cryptic crossword clues).
I always made sure I was in Donnie’s
team for Trivial Pursuits and once phoned
him from Glasgow to ask for an elusive
tennis player’s name which, of course, he
provided immediately.
If things went wrong in his life, which
they occasionally did and sometimes selfinflicted, it must be said, he would mutter
“Tud! Win some. Lose some.” and move
on. He rarely held grudges.
In recent years Donnie’s health began to
deteriorate and over time he lost the ability
to taste and latterly the ability to swallow
and to speak. He endured all of this
with courage and good spirit continuing
determinedly to attend to the shop and
get about town still able to smile and
communicate as best he could. He kept
contact by text until eventually that, too,
was beyond him. This was all particularly
sad since Donnie so enjoyed dining
out with friends including his staff who
were also his friends, some of whom had
worked with him since the Bayhead days.
He simply loved downtown Stornoway,
whose characters and influences shaped
so many of us, and he was acutely aware
of the changes being brought about on
his town by technology and large scale
commerce. “The town’s quiet,” he’d text
and, compared to the lively place he grew
up in, it is.

Pictured above is of Donnie's proudest moments came when he was asked by Kenny ‘Fags ‘
Macdonald’s daughter Karen to give her away at her wedding in 2012
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‘The Gate,
Dawn of the
Bahai faith’

08/11/18 - 06/12/18

the linda norgrove foundation

T

here’s an initial free screening of the film ‘The Gate, Dawn
of the Bahai faith’ and the local group would love for you to
join them to watch it.
As part of their Holy Day observance, the Bahai community in
Lewis are honouring the birth of The Báb on Thursday 8th November
by watching “The Gate; Dawn of the Baha’i Faith” , a new film
portraying the amazing journey of The Báb.
The Baha’i communities everywhere are showing the fi lm in their
villages, towns and cities, it is a ground-breaking documentary that
tells the true and heroic story of the prophet herald known as The
Bab, His message and the origins of a New Era.
It will be showing on Thursday 8th November, from 7-9pm at the
Retirement Centre, Bayhead, Stornoway. All Welcome and it is free.
The Bab, which means ‘the gate’ was born in 1819, in Shiraz, Iran, a
prophet and forerunner to Baha’u’llah, the prophet founder of the Bahai
revelation. He is likened to John the Baptist some 2000 years ago.
The Bab’s teachings caused a social and spiritual upheaval of
the religious conservatives in the 19th century Persia. He called for
spiritual and moral reformation of Persian society, elevating the status
of women, championing the poor, and promoted education.
Some 20,000 followers of the Bab were executed by the Persian
authorities. The birth of the Bab is one of nine holy days that Bahais
around the world celebrate, to which all are welcome.
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Beryl Woodstock & family at the LNF 10k 2019

Crossing the finish line at LNF 10k 2019

LNF hits £10,000
target for surgery aid
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he Linda Norgrove Foundation has reached its target
to give £10,000 to pay for major surgeries for women
and children from severely disadvantaged families in rural
Afghanistan.
This amount was raised at their annual 10K held on the Bhaltos
Peninsula at the end of September and other related events which
took place on the same day in different parts of the world.
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Lorna Norgrove said, ‘This is a fantastic amount and something
we couldn’t have achieved without the support of our local
community and so many others.
“The day here in Uig was so wet and windy and I was worried
hardly anyone would come and yet we had a fantastic turnout,
about 60 runners and walkers, the youngest six-year old Arthur
Green and the oldest, intrepid Beryl Woodstock in her 80s, all
battling their way round the peninsula.
“One participant even said it was better than two years ago
when it was sunny - the atrocious weather encouraged her to run
faster!’
Jamie Sullivan finished fi rst in 42.23 minutes, followed closely
by Hector Mackay in 42.53 and Donald Mackay, 43.16. First
woman home was Jayne Millar in 50.38, with Charlie Healey,
second in 52.40 and Hazel Inns in 55.38.
Events took place across the UK, in Sweden, Germany, France,
Myanmar, Kazakhstan, Canada and the US.
As the amount raised exceeded expectations, the Foundation
is also paying fees and accommodation costs for a young woman

to enable her to continue
her studies at the highquality Afghan Turk school in
Jawzjan, a remote province of
Afghanistan.
Raihana’s father is dead and
her mother’s meagre earnings
sewing clothes barely provides
for the family’s basic needs.
From a village which is under
the control of Taliban, Raihana
is studying in another town
where she stays in a hostel.
Her school fees and cost of her
dorm for the year is £468.
Lorna Norgrove says: ‘It
Raihana
is such a good use of funds,
the education of girls and women is crucial to future peace in
Afghanistan and we will do all we can to give these bright young
women our help.
‘And it was encouraging to see women line up to cast their votes
in parliamentary elections in Jawzjan province recently, another
display of the strong support shown by women around the country
for the elections and their determination to have their say.’
Look out for LNF Christmas cards and 2019 Calendar which
will be on sale in Stornoway and Uig and on-line through their
website: www.lindanorgrovefoundation.org
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Shipwrecks of the Hebrides
by the Ancient Mariner

The Wreck with no Name
O

ver the centuries, countless vessels have come to grief
along the dangerous Hebridean coastline.

Often, only spars of wood, the remnants of cargo and a few
drowned mariners were the only pieces evidence of another
disaster at sea.
The ferocious seas, hidden reefs and uncharted waters sent
many an experienced captain, his crew and their vessel to a
watery grave.
Occasionally, the story of some of “the wrecks with no name”
come together like a historical jigsaw to give us some clues as
to these wrecks. Rarely, however, is it possible to complete the
shipwreck picture with the name of the vessel.
The shipwreck featured this month does not have a name
but a fascinating story emerged some years ago from the work
of an archaeological team who were asked to investigate what
appeared, at first sight, to be a post -medieval mass grave but what
subsequently, almost certainly, was the fi nal resting place of the
crew of a foreign shipwreck.
In the early spring of 1989 work began on the widening of the
road that links Point or the Eye Peninsula with Stornoway. During
the course of this work a JCB removed a section of the dune face,
alongside the road, and revealed several skulls and other human
bones. Work was halted and an emergency excavation of the
area was undertaken. An archaeological team was called in to
defi ne the extent of the graves and the possible relationship of
these to either of the two adjacent cemeteries or to known Iron
Age structures in the vicinity.
Within three days, eleven skeletons were recorded and removed.
The bodies had been interred in two parallel trenches about 50
cm deep and set approximately on a N-S axis. Six bodies were

recovered from the east trench and fi ve, including one adolescent,
from the west trench. The bodies were laid systematically with their
heads at either end of the trenches and with the feet meeting in the
middle.
The only artefacts from the site came from the West trench. Here,
from between the thighs of one skeleton a mass of organic material
survived with the corrosion products of a coin hoard. The hoard
overlay an iron knife upon which the left thigh rested. Two small lead
objects were also found within the West trench.
The hoard contained the following coins:
Scotland
Charles II
Bawbee 1677. 3
Bawbee 1678.

The group contained one juvenile, between 10-12 years and
ten adults aged between 25-50. The adults were all male and
it was suggested that there were familial connections due to
similarities in the skulls of two adults.
The archaeological team could not offer an exact date for
the burials but suggested a date within the fi rst quarter of the
eighteenth century. They also concluded that the presence of a
valuable coin hoard on a body must indicate that this person, at
least, was buried in his clothes. The place and manner of burial
suggested that these were the victims of drowning, the clothed
man being perhaps too putrid to be stripped. It is highly probable
that they were unknown or alien to their interrrers.
There is circumstantial evidence to suggest that these were
Dutch sailors. A few Dutch families had been encouraged by the
owners of Lewis, the Mackenzies, in the seventeenth century to
settle in Stornoway and prosecute the lucrative herring industry.

Bawbee 1679. 2
Bawbee 1678/79. 1
Ireland

There was a huge market for herring at that time and the Dutch
were heavily involved in processing and exporting salt herring.
The Dutch vessels used for herring fi shing, at that time, were
known as “ busses” and required a crew of about 10-15 persons.

Charles II Halfpenny 1681. 1
Netherlands
West Friesland Double Stuiver 1671. 1
Kampen Double Stuiver 1679. 1
Austria
Rudolph II Taler of Ensisheim 1609. 1
The organic material wrapped round the coins appeared to be
possibly linen or leather. The largest fragments of the cloth were
wrapped around the large Austrian coin. It is likely the coins were
contained within a bag or perhaps concealed within the hem of a

Naidheachdan

garment. No other evidence of clothing survived.

Although we can never be certain, there is circumstantial
evidence that the skeletons found on the Braighe in 1989 were
from a Dutch herring boat which plied its trade up and down
the Minch in pursuit of the Silver Darlings for export to the
Netherlands. Without the forensic work of the archaeological
team, it would not have been possible to paint a fairly complete
picture of another “Hebridean wreck with no name.”

Late Night Xmas Shopping Dates at CEN: Thursday 29th Nov & Thursday 6th Dec

News from Comunn Eachdraidh Nis

Comunn Eachdraidh Nis Vision 2020

Leabhar na Fòn
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café areas can get underway. Also on the
#      #   () 
of which will move permanently to the former
schoolhouse building.
The brick engraving process for the legacy
wall is underway and the wall where they
will take pride of place is coming together at
the front of the building. To keep up to date
      #) 
for Comunn Eachdraidh Nis Vision 2020 on
Facebook and like the page.
*       
 #
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Government, Comhairle nan Eilean Siar,
Highlands & Islands Enterprise, Urras
Oighreachd Ghabhsainn, Western Isles
Development Trust, Outer Hebrides LEADER,
Museums Galleries Scotland, The Gordon and
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Eachdraidh Nis.

Tha Comunn Eachdraidh Nis air Facebook agus Instagram

The new 2018 Leabhar na Fòn has arrived
and is on sale priced at £10.00. Throughout
the years, the Comunn Eachdraidh Nis phone
books have been an invaluable resource to
many people and we are pleased to have been
        = 
         <>5;
: 
      
our community. We would like to extend our
thanks to everyone who helped with this new
and updated phone book and to those who
placed adverts.

FB: Comunn Eachdraidh Nis

Comunn Eachdraidh Nis will mark the Iolaire
         
church hall at Cross Church of Scotland during
the last week of December. We welcome any
items, photographs or related artefacts you
            
contact Donna at CEN on 810 377 or email
donna@cenonline.org if you have anything
        
be copied and returned to their owner and
artefacts will be returned immediately when
            
interested community groups the opportunity
           !
and February 2019. Contact Donna at CEN if
         

Instagram: @comunneachdraidhnis
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DARKEST DAWN
The Story of the Iolaire Tragedy
By Katie Laing

T

he public launch of the new book – Darkest
Dawn: The Story of the Iolaire Tragedy –
written by Malcolm Macdonald and Donald
John MacLeod and published by Acair Books,
took place at An Lanntair in Stornoway on
Thursday November 1, as part of Faclan, the
Hebridean Book Festival.
The book is now in stock with Acair and is a
beautiful hardback, running to nearly 500 pages.
The Darkest Dawn tells the story of each and
every man on board – those who were lost and the
survivors – as well as the stories of their families
and the community they left behind. In all, 201
men were lost when HMY Iolaire struck the Beasts
of Holm and sank, only a few yards off shore and
less than a mile from Stornoway, in the early hours
of New Year’s Day, 1919. There were 280 men on
board the Iolaire, including 254 sailors who were
returning to their island homes after the horrors of
the Great War. There were also 24 crew members
and two passengers who were returning to the
naval base in Stornoway from Christmas leave.
While not claiming to be any kind of definitive
account of what happened on that dreadful night,
it is so much more than a list of the men on board

– which was what Malcolm had originally set out
to do. However, when he had completed his list,
people began to suggest he write a book and he
“put it off and put it off” until he met Donald John,
who had also compiled a lot of material on the
Iolaire and suggested they do a book together.
That was in 2004 and sadly Malcolm’s coauthor did not live to see it being published – but
Malcolm believes Donald John would be very
pleased with the finished article.
He said: “I get a lot of satisfaction from finishing
it after all these years of work, especially with
Donald John passing away.” He believes part of
the fascination is due to the monumental sadness
of the event – and the human experience of loss –
as well as the enduring mystery of what caused her
to hit the rocks.
“The mystery of the Iolaire and why she did
actually hit the Beasts will never properly be
known.”
He personally believes the most likely
explanation is that she had sailed too far up
the Minch from Kyle of Lochalsh, so that when
she turned to port for the fi nal approach into
Stornoway, she was too close to the coastline of
Point.

He is convinced of this because the Iolaire hit
the rocks inside the marker to the Beasts, which
was in place in 1919, and was just yards from
land. To have ended up in this position, she must
have been approaching at a shallow angle –
whereas if she had gone wrong after overtaking
a fishing boat, which is another theory, she would
have been more perpendicular to the Beasts and
therefore unlikely to end up inside the marker.
“Some men also held that they could hear
waves breaking on the shore and that follows with
coming in too close,” he said.
“I certainly follow Captain John Smith’s theory
that the wind had got up behind her and she
overran before turning. Captain Smith said that he
didn’t make a huge error – but he made an error.
If it had been a moonlit night he would have seen
the waves breaking.”
Of course, the night was pitch black and a
lookout was not on duty at all times – and not on
duty when she hit.
For Malcolm, the public inquiry was extremely
disappointing, and much detail is given in the book
about who was involved and how the authorities
failed to gather all the evidence.
One of their biggest failings was not calling Vice

Admiral Boyle to testify. He had been commander
of the naval base in Stornoway, with responsibility
for managing the emergency response.
The inquiry also failed to question the manager
of the Imperial Hotel, which stood where An
Lanntair stands today, who could have testified
about the sobriety of offi cers on land that night –
and their ability to help the stricken yacht.
The book also details how the survivors were
summoned to the naval base just six days after the
disaster – many badly injured and grieving for lost
friends and relatives – to give evidence at the first
of the two inquiries. Only the evidence of 25 of
them remains. More than 50 men were dismissed
and there is no record of what they said and no
information about why the 25 chosen witnesses
were selected.
Of the two inquiries, the Naval Court of Inquiry
came fi rst and then the public inquiry, which
was granted after an outcry. The Darkest Dawn
preserves a lot of the local reaction of the time.
Stornoway fishing skipper John ‘Jackie’ Morrison
is quoted as saying, more than 60 years after the
disaster: “It is obvious that the Admiralty Inquiry
was a whitewash exercise to defl ect blame from
their Lordships and their officers.
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Big turnout for official launch of memorial book
A

n Lanntair’s auditorium was packed for the launch of The
Darkest Dawn: The Story of the Iolaire Tragedy on the evening
of November 1st.

The evening began with a slideshow of images of all those on board which
had been collected from archives in historical societies across the islands and
from national records and from family collections. This was accompanied by
emotional and moving music played by Alex Tearse on keyboard.
During the events there were a series of readings in both Gaelic and
English by Donald ‘Ryno’ Morrison, Chrissie Cumming and Donald
Martin, as well as singing by Back Gaelic choir and soloist Katy Graham.
Speaking during the event Malcolm Macdonald explained that An
Lanntair was built on the site of the Imperial Hotel, later the Louise
Carnegie Girls Hostel, which was demolished in 1979. The hotel was
the Royal Naval headquarters at the time of the disaster.
Malcolm said the research for the book had been greatly assisted
by the digitisation of archives over the decades since he began the
research. Originally, it has been necessary to send people to London –
or find volunteers who could visit the archives. Then it became possible
– for a far lower cost in time and money – to access the material online.
Of those involved in the disaster, only one man had eluded the
researchers – he was Malcolm Macdonald from Eorodale in Port of
Ness. One survivor was reported to have later died in Los Angeles and
this may have been him. Otherwise, no further details could be found.
Malcolm explained that those who emigrated often changed their
names, sometimes more than once, particularly if they later crossed
into the USA after emigrating to Canada.
Malcolm also looked back at the confusion in Kyle of Lochalsh on
the last day of 1918, as people swapped between the Iolaire and the
Sheila. He explained that a lot of the men believed the Iolaire would
be faster as the HMY Iolaire which sank, was not the Iolaire which had
been on the run during previous years. The Admiralty had switched the
names – but many of the passengers did not realise this and expected a
faster passage at up to 18 knots whereas in fact that vessel could only do
10 knots. Delays also built up in Kyle because trains were late coming
across from Inverness.
Malcolm reminded the audience how many of those lost had survived
earlier sinkings and disasters including his own grandfather who had
survived the huge ammunition explosion in Halifax, Nova Scotia, which was
the biggest man-made blast before the atomic bomb which hit Hiroshima.
Looking back at the inquiries into the disaster, Malcolm pointed out
there remained many unanswered questions about the reaction of the
naval authorities on shore during the fateful night.
The launch event concluded with the rest of the images in the roll-call.
“It is astonishing that the captain and officers
of a ship that was wrecked with such appalling
loss of life should have been found blameless. Yet
that was in fact the conclusion of the Admiralty
inquiry…

though they were swamped – and it was islanders
in a small open boat from a nearby whaler who
were to rescue Donald ‘Am Patch’ Morrison from
the mast when dawn broke – pouring oil on the
rough waters to reach them.

“The loss of the Iolaire and the deaths of over
200 men was the fault of the Captain and his
officers…

But it was the commander of the drifter that took
Am Patch off their hands and into Stornoway who
would later take the credit for rescuing him – just
as the men had predicted he would.

“No mention was made in the Admiralty inquiry
of the body of the Captain of the Iolaire being
found on Sandwick Beach wearing two lifebelts.
There are reliable witnesses still living who can
testify to this shameful act.”
In conclusion, the authors wrote: “When we
come to examine the disaster of 1st January 1919,
we see many contributing factors to the final
tragic outcome. The ultimate blame for the Iolaire
disaster and for the deaths that resulted must,
though, be laid at the door of the Admiralty…
“When the vessel struck, orders to save lives
were not given. It was, literally, every man for
himself – only island bonds brought men to each
other’s aid in their final hour.
“The Admiralty’s callous disregard of local
sensitivity, landing the bodies like dead fish and
selling the yacht’s wreck before all the human
remains were recovered, alienated them from the
locals…
“They failed to shoulder responsibility for the
poor response by the naval authorities ashore,
the loss of time, their inability to supply motor
transport and many other failings…
“The haste with which the Inquiries were held,
the secrecy with which the process was shrouded
and other obvious lacks in transparency left the
islanders feeling that they had been cheated, not
only of their men but of answers as to why they
had lost them.”
It was the islanders who launched the lifeboats –

Without doubt, the hero of the Iolaire was John
Finlay Macleod, the man who swam ashore with
the rope and saved the lives of 40 men. He received
the Royal Humane Society’s silver medal for an act
of gallant bravery, as well as other honours.
John Finlay, a carpenter from Port of Ness, was
30 years old at the time.
His son, John Murdo, later recounted his father’s
courageous actions in an interview with the
Stornoway Gazette in 1969.
“A fl are went up and he identifi ed the area.
Having decided on his course of action, he gave
the end of a heaving line to a fellow beside him,
and told him that he must not let it go.
“My father didn’t put the rope round his middle,
but two times round his left hand and locked the
end of the rope with his thumb. Then he dropped
into the water. At the first attempt, the surge carried
him away from the shore. With extraordinary
presence of mind, he then took stock of the
situation. Local knowledge again told him that the
‘fath’ of seven smaller waves was followed by the
‘cliath’, three bigger ones. He reckoned that if he
could let himself go on the third high wave, with
luck he would be carried over the rocks and land
on the slope.
“This is what happened. After four had come
ashore on the heaving live, he realised it would
not hold and the hawser line was sent across. In
all 40 lives were saved on the rope and John Finlay

Macleod was at the end of it until finally there was
nobody else coming ashore.”
Herring girl Catherine Wares was among those
waiting with great excitement for HMY Iolaire to
arrive in Stornoway. Catherine, from Pulteneytown
in Wick, had even more reason than most to be
excited – for she was expecting a baby and due
to be married that very day. But the father of her
child, Herbert William Head, never made it back
to her.
So, while 181 of the 201 lost men came from
Lewis and Harris, the impacts of the tragedy were
felt throughout the country.
The story of Catherine Wares was told to the
authors in personal correspondence from her
granddaughter, Elizabeth Wood.
As a herring girl, Catherine would have travelled
the country and she met Suffolk man Herbert
Head, aged 37, who was serving as a private in the
Royal Marine Light Infantry.
He served much of the war on battleship HMS
Queen and would probably have spent most of his
shore time in Portsmouth. Latterly, though, he had
been posted to the naval base in Stornoway.
When the news came, Catherine believed that
Herbert, being a strong swimmer, would have
got ashore from the wreck but gone back to help
others. His body was one of those never recovered.
Afterwards, Catherine returned to Pulteneytown
and continued working as a herring gutter. She
gave birth to a daughter – Elizabeth (Betty) Head –
on 13 June, 1919.
Granddaughter Elizabeth Wood wrote to
the authors: “Life was very hard for mother and
daughter as they were not always made welcome
in the community.
“My mother only found out about her father
from others. We have no photographs or artefacts
about this tragedy – only memories of two lives

blighted by the tragic event. The Iolaire disaster
affected not only those originating from Stornoway,
but also families from elsewhere.”
Every one of the lives lost was a tragedy but
some of them had a particular poignancy, such
as the ones who were on the threshold of getting
married or were very recently married.
Finlay Morrison, aged 25, from Ardhanasaig,
was due to be married to Catherine Morrison
and, like a number of Harris sailors, had opted
to cross the Minch on the Iolaire with the Lewis
contingent, instead of waiting until the following
day for a direct boat to Harris.
He knew Catherine had bought her trousseau
and was in a hurry to get home to make
preparations for their imminent wedding. Finlay
had travelled up to Kyle with his brother, where
he left him.
Finlay’s brother, Donald, got the boat safely
to Harris the next day but Finlay was lost on the
Iolaire and it was a burial that Catherine attended
in Luskentyre, instead of a wedding.
John Macdonald, age 31, from 25a Lower
Shader, was another one on the Iolaire with
marriage in mind. John was returning to his
widowed mother and an unnamed girlfriend when
he was lost. When his body was recovered, an
engagement ring was found in his pocket. It is said
the girl never married.
But of course, many of the men on board were
already married, and fathers, and the authors were
able to establish that the disaster left 255 children
without a father.
Some Iolaire widows were left with large
families to look after. Three Lewis widows were
left with eight children and three were left with
seven. Many widows were left with three, four,
five or six children. Among the Iolaire crew, Ernest
Leggett left eight children orphaned and three of
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Naidheachdan

From left to right Shona
NicIllinnein, Bòrd na
Gàidhlig Chief Executive,
Fiona Hyslop, Cabinet
Secretary for Tourism,
Culture and External
Affairs and Lord Thurso,
VisitScotland Chairman

Foillseachadh Ro-innleachd
Turasachd na Gàidhlig
Àite cudromach gu bhith aig
a' chànan ann an turasachd
C

haidh ro-innleachd thurasachd ùr a chur air
bhog an-diugh gus Gàidhlig adhartachadh
agus cothrom oirre a mheudachadh mar phàirt
de na dh'fhiosraicheas luchd-turais ann an Alba.
Is i Rùnaire a' Chaibineit airson Cultair,
Turasachd is Chùisean A-muigh, Fiona Hyslop,
a chuir Ro-innleachd Turasachd na Gàidhlig do
dh'Alba 2018-2023 air bhog gu h-oifigeil aig
The Scotch Whisky Experience an Dùn Èideann
còmhla ri Cathraiche VisitScotland, am Morair
Theòrsa, agus CeannardBòrd na Gàidhlig,
Seòna NicIllinnein.
Tha am plana a' brosnachadh togail aire
agus cleachdadh na Gàidhlig am broinn
gnìomhachas na turasachd le bhith a'
meudachadh conaltradh ri gnothachasan agus
luchd-turais.
Tha e a' cur far comhair gu bheil an cànan
agus an cultar a bhuineas ris mar shuaicheantasreice air leth do dh'Alba agus gu bheil cothrom
ann turasachd co-cheangailte ri Gàidhlig a
leasachadh agus a chur an tairgse ann an dòigh
nas èifeachdaiche do luchd-turais.
Leasaich VisitScotland an ro-innleachd ann
an co-bhann ri luchd-riochdachaidh bhon roinn
phrìobhaidich agus ri compàirtichean, nam
measg sin, Riaghaltas na h-Alba, Iomairt na
Gàidhealtachd ´s nan Eilean agus Àrainneachd
Eachdraidheil Alba.
Tha a' Ghàidhlig luaidhte ann am beatha
làitheil na h-Alba bho chionn linntean. Mar
nì àraidh a bhuineas do dhualchas is cultar na
h-Alba, faodaidh Gàidhlig filleadh eile a chur an
lùib fìor-bhlas air Alba agus an lùib na tha iomadh
neach-turais a' fiosrachadh nuair a thig iad ann.
A-rèir Suirbhidh Luchd-turais VisitScotland
2016, às aonais ro-shanasachd sam bith, bha
34% de luchd-freagairt a' faireachdainn, gun
do chuir a' Ghàidhlig, mar chànan Albannach,
feabhas ris an turas aca agus gum bu toil leotha
tuilleadh fios fhaighinn oirre.
Thuirt Rùnaire a’ Chaibineit airson Cultair,
Turasachd agus Chuisean Taobh a-muigh, Fiona
Hyslop: "Tha mi toilichte a' chiad Ro-innleachd
Turasachd Gàidhlig aig Alba a chur air bhog
airson 2018-2023. Tha Gàidhlig freumhaichte
ann an cultar is dualchas na h-Alba, an cois
ar ceòl, ar n-ainmean-àite, ar bàrdachd, agus
barrachd. Tha Riaghaltas na h-Alba an geall

air Gàidhlig a dhèanamh tèarainte don àm ri
teachd agus tha an ro-innleachd seo a' leigeil
cudrom air a' chomas aig Gàidhlig a bhith a'
cur ris an fhìor-bhlas a bhios sinn a' toirt don
luchd-turais againn.
"Is e turasachd aon de ar prìomh roinnean fàis,
agus le bhith a' meudachadh ìomhaigh na Gàidhlig
anns a' ghnìomhachas seo, tha sinn a' toirt fìorbhlas air Alba, agus cuideachd a' toirt buannachd
don eaconamaidh, oir tha a' Ghàidhlig a' tarraing
fi ù ´s barrachd luchd-turais don dùthaich. Tha
an ro-innleachd seo ag amas air a' chomas sin a
ghleidheadh 's a chur gu feum."
Thuirt Cathraiche VisitScotland, am Morair
Theòrsa: "Tha mi ro thoilichte fàilte a chur air
Ro-innleachd Turasachd Gàidhlig airson na
h-Alba mar phàirt dhen taic leantainneach a tha
sinn a' toirt don chànan. Tha i a' toirt cothrom
do luchd-turais barrachd rannsachaidh a
dhèanamh mu sgeul Alba o shean agus an ama
a tha an làthair.
"Tha e deatamach gun tèid aig Alba air blas
air leth agus as fhiach cuimhneachadh a thoirt
do luchd-turais gus cumail suas ri iarrtasan sìoratharrachail an luchd-ceannaich. Tha comas
aig Gàidhlig, nach deach cleachdadh mòran
fhathast, a bhith na prìomh-chungaidh ann an
tàth-chuid turasachd is cultar na h-Alba.
"Tha VisitScotland a' coimhead air adhart ri
conaltradh le compàirtichean is gnothachasan
gus Gàidhlig a leasachadh agus a shanasachadh
gu feum na turasachd."
Thuirt an Stiùiriche Margaidheachd aig The
Scotch Whisky Experience, Dùn Èideann, Julie
Trevisan-Hunter: "Bidh an luchd-turais againn
ag ionnsachadh na Beurla air "bun na h-aibhne",
"Caol Ìle" agus mar sin air adhart. Mun àm a
dh'ionnsaicheas tu ciall ainmean nan taigheanstaile Ìleach, tha tuairisgeul coileanta agad dhen
eilean fhèin...tha na h-ainmean Gàidhlig air
clàr-tìre na h-Alba a' dèanamh cuimhneachan
air brìgh an àite nach biodh ann às an aonais.
"Ma dh'ionnsaicheas na h-aoighean againn
an t-ainm gun a chiall Ghàidhlig fhaighinn
a-mach, caillidh iad an dealbh riochdail
agus an dìleab. Tha sinn an dòchas gun tèid
am misneachadh leis na chunnaic agus na
dh'ionnsaich iad againne gus siubhal nas fhaide
thall an dèidh dhaibh toirt fa-near gu bheil fada
a bharrachd ri lorg."
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Building our communities

Continued educational
success for Isles pupils
By Katie Macleod

E

very autumn, the Scottish Qualification Authority (SQA)
releases exam data for local authorities across Scotland,
helping secondary schools and councils identify areas of
success in education, as well as areas where improvements can
be made.
This year, the data was released in September, and shows continued
educational success for pupils in Comhairle nan Eilean Siar, as well
as “areas for continuing our work on improving outcomes for all
our young people,” says the Comhairle’s Senior Education Officer,
Donald Macleod.
“The SQA data supports subject teachers, principal teachers, and
head teachers in their analysis of qualifi cation data, and allows our
schools to both recognise successes and identify key areas where
further improvement can be achieved in the years ahead.”
As well as detailing performance in individual subjects, the
SQA Insight data is divided into four “Local Benchmark” figures:
literacy and numeracy; improving attainment for all; attainment
versus deprivation; and students’ positive post-school participation.
These fi gures take into account both SCQF levels (the “ladder” of
all qualifi cations available in the Scottish education system), and
tariff points, where points are awarded to qualifications based on the
grade, where the higher the grade is, the higher the number of tariff
points a student achieves.
Figures for the Western Isles are listed for comparison alongside
both the national average for Scotland, and what is called a “Virtual
Comparator” – a digitally generated fi gure based on characteristics
common to pupils in the islands and other pupils across Scotland.
This creates a “virtual school” of equivalent pupils, allowing teachers
to make accurate comparisons of results.
The SQA data is released twice annually: in February with
mid-year school-leaver fi gures, and again in September following
summer exam results. For both sets of data, Donald explains that the
key is to analyse the data in order to determine how well schools are
equipping young people before they leave school.

LITERACY AND NUMERACY
This measure indicates the percentage of S5 students achieving
both literacy and numeracy qualifi cations a SCQF Levels 4 and 5
(equivalent to National 4 and 5).

5 exams contributed to the change on the previous year’s data. “In
this context, it should be noted that, in 2018, there were increases of
13.7 per cent in S5 students achieving passes at National 5 Maths,
and 1.4 per cent at National 5 English.”
“We continue to analyse these results in detail across our schools
to identify the reasons for the lower results in this measure in 2018.
We continue to place great value on the achievement of awards
in literacy and numeracy for all our students, as evidenced by the
increases seen in achievement of N5 in both literacy and numeracy.”

IMPROVING ATTAINMENT FOR ALL
This measure displays the performance of lowest 20 per cent,
middle 60 per cent, and highest 20 per cent of attainment groups
within the year group.

The data for attainment versus deprivation compares the
performance of the Western Isles (blue) with national average
(orange) for each of the SIMD deciles. Here, the size of the discs
relates to the number of students in that decile.
Western Isles students are performing better than the national
average in deciles three, four and six, and in line with national
performance in decile fi ve, but below for decile seven. As Donald
explains, “this indicates that our schools do very well in tackling
poverty-related inequalities in education, exceeding national
performance for our most disadvantaged students, but we continue
to strive to improve the range and quality of awards achieved by all
our learners.”

INCREASING POSITIVE
POST-SCHOOL DESTINATIONS
This measure shows the percentage of school leavers in 2016-17
(and the two previous years for comparison) that enter a positive
post-school destination approximately three months after leaving
school.

The attainment results draw on fi gures that show how many
exams students sat, what level they sat them at, and the grades they
received. In the Western Isles, students in the lowest 20 per cent
and middle 60 per cent of attainment groups do better than both
the national average and the virtual comparator. However, the most
able 20 per cent of students in the Western Isles, fall slightly behind
their counterparts.
“Whilst we recognise very good outcomes for lower and middle
attaining students, our focus for improvement for the most able
20 per cent is to increase challenge and expectations through the
achievement of higher quality passes in a greater range of subjects,
and our staff are working with learners to achieve this,” notes Donald.

ATTAINMENT VERSUS DEPRIVATION
This measure displays the average performance of students based
on deciles in the Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation (SIMD), a
postcode-based national measure that classifi es home addresses
based on a number of poverty-related factors, where the lower the
SIMD decile, the higher the degree of poverty.

For 2018, the results for the Western Isles show a small decrease
at Level 4 and a more signifi cant one at Level 5. Donald explains
that as the data is collated across the whole year group, some
changes this year to the numbers sitting National 4 and National

In terms of positive post-school destinations, the Western Isles
continues to see sustained success. For four of the past five years,
the Western Isles had the highest numbers in Scotland of young
people leaving school for positive destinations, which are classed as
employment, education, and training.
While this data is not recent – it is released in February to take
account of any December school leavers – it shows that in the
2016-17 school year, 97.76 per cent of Western Isles pupils were
in positive destinations after leaving school, a fi gure that is notably
higher than both the national average and virtual comparator, and
shows a small increase of 0.18 per cent on the 2015-16 year.
“We continue to strive to provide the widest possible range of postschool pathways and, as well as promoting more traditional routes
into employment and further or higher education, we are considerably
increasing the offer of foundation and modern apprenticeships and
applied learning courses to increase opportunities for students to
live, train and work locally,” says Donald. “We are also creating
greater equity in this through the continued development of e-Sgoil.”

)LQGLQJWKHULJKWQXPEHUIRU\RXUFRXQFLOVHUYLFHV«
KOAL;@:G9J<&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&()0-).((-()
;MKLGE=JK=JNA;=&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&& ()0-).((-(*
=E=J?=F;QGMLG>@GMJK&&&&&&&&()0-)/()/(*
KG;A9DOGJCG>>A;=K2
KlgjfgoYq&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&()0-)0**/(0
LYjZ]jl&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&& ()0-1-(*1/+
:YdanYfa[`&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&& ()0/(.(,10,
;Ykld]ZYq&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&()0/)0)/*)/

:mkaf]kk?Yl]oYq&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&()0-)0**//@YjZgmjG^Ú[]'EYjaf]>m]dk&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&& ()0/(.(,11(
KlgjfgoYq:mkKlYlagf&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&()0-)/(,+*/
;gmf[adLYp&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&()0-).((-(*
JgY\kHYn]e]flk'Klj]]lDa_`laf_&&&&&&&&&&&()0-)0**.-.
;d]Yfkaf_K]jna[]k'J]^mk];gdd][lagf&&&&&&&&&&()0-)0**..1
J][q[daf_&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&()0-)/(11((
HdYffaf_ KlgjfgoYq!&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&()0-)0**.1(
HdYffaf_ :YdanYfa[`!&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&& ()0/(.(,11(

L=D=H@GF=<AJ=;LGJQ2%
ooo&[f]%kaYj&_gn&mc'ahk]jna[]l]d]h`gf]&Ykh
h`gf]&Ykh
]fimaja]k8[f]%kaYj&_gn&mc
ooo&[f]%kaYj&_gn&mc
9mlgeYl]\HYqe]flDaf](+((+*+(1((

9_GZYaj&
j&
Ogjcaf_Lg_]l`]j^gjl`]O]kl]jfAkd]k
]kl]jfAkd]k

08/11/18 - 06/12/18

www.hebevents.com

EVENTS SECTION TWO - Page B11

Building our communities
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Community Conversations
I

n recognition of the need to find nearly £10m of savings over the next four years the
Comhairle agreed a service redesign programme as part of its 2018/19 Budget in February
2018.
Between March and September the Comhairle worked to develop a Transformation Model
(3.6MB) and options that were considered and approved by the Comhairle in October 2018
alongside budget updates considered by the Comhairle in May, June and October 2018.
The agreed model is based on the opportunity for community partnerships and income
generation to maximise the benefit of Comhairle resources. It includes the development of
charters for the delivery of services, particularly across public agencies.

How to make savings
and keep services
By Katie Macleod

F

rom Castlebay School in the south to
Lionel School in the north, Community
Engagement Events are taking place throughout
the Western Isles this month to find out which
issues are considered most important to local
communities.

The next stage of the process is a series of community conversations to be held across the
islands in October and November 2018, which will form the basis for proposals to the Comhairle
in December 2018

Hosted by Comhairle nan Eilean Siar, the 13
events are a forum for islanders to share their
priorities for their area and have a say in how local
services are run.

Community Conversations Timetable

The programme of consultation events, taking
place between 1st and 28th November, is all part
of the new Service Redesign process taking place
at the Comhairle, which aims to make savings
while also maintaining the current levels of public
services. Agreed in the 2018/19 Budget that was
released earlier this year, the goal is to achieve
more for less, while maintaining quality of service.

WARD/AREA

DATE

TIME

VENUE

Beinn na Faoghla Agus Uibhist A Tuath
(Benbecula and North Uist)

Thurs, 8 Nov 2018

7.00-9.00pm

Carinish Old School

Sgirʼ Uige Agus Ceann A Tuath Nan Loch
(North Lochs, Carloway and Breasclete)

Mon, 12 Nov 2018

7.00-9.00pm

Sgoil nan Loch

Sgirʼ Uige Agus Ceann A Tuath Nan Loch
(Uig and Bernera)

Tue, 13 Nov 2018

7.00-9.00pm

Uig School

An Taobh Siar Agus Nis
(Ness)

Wed, 14 Nov 2018

7.00-9.00pm

Lionel School

An Taobh Siar Agus Nis
(Barvas)

Thurs, 15 Nov 2018

7.00-9.00pm

Sgoil an Taobh Siar

Na Hearadh agus Ceann A Deas Nan Loch
(Tarbert)

Mon, 19 Nov 2018

7.00-9.00pm

Sir E Scott School

Sgire An Rubha
(Point)

Thurs, 22 Nov 2018

7.00-9.00pm

Sgoil an Rubha

Steornabhagh A Tuath
(Stornoway North)

Tuesday, 27 Nov 2018

7.00-9.00pm

Laxdale School

Steornabhagh A Deas
(Stornoway South)

Wednesday, 28 Nov 2018 7.00-9.00pm

The Nicolson Institute

Na Hearadh agus Ceann A Deas Nan Loch

Mon, 3 Dec 2018

Ravenspoint Centre

7.00-9.00pm

(South Lochs)
The Comhairle welcomes any comments or suggestions in relation to service redesign and these
can be submitted:
- online at Community Conversations - Service Redesign 2018/19
- by email to conversation@cne-siar.gov.uk
- in writing to
Director of Education, Skills and Children’s Services,
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar,
Sandwick Road,
Stornoway, HS1 2BW

Local authorities across Scotland have faced
significant fi nancial challenges recently, and
the prospect of cuts to local services lingers in
the Western Isles as the Comhairle needs to find
nearly £10 million in savings over the next four
years – but the Comhairle are hoping to minimize
the impact of these reductions with their “radical
Service Redesign.”
“I and other Members do not believe that we
can just cut services. We believe we have to take a
more imaginative approach,” explains Comhairle
Leader, Councillor Roddie Mackay.
“Officers and members have discussed a process
of community engagement and empowerment
aimed at identifying those issues that are important
to local communities, in addition to investigating
ways that could reduce the demand for some
services; identify other services that could be more
effi ciently provided by communities; and agree
which services could be changed.”
A Transformational Delivery Model to implement
the Service Redesign was approved at the recent
Committee meetings in October and is based on
the idea that a bottom-up needs-analysis is the
best way forward, where Community Engagement
meetings identify local needs on a multi-ward
basis. A community engagement approach then
empowers local communities to engage more
directly in the assessment, planning, and delivery
of local services.
Part of this Transformational Delivery Model

involves replacing static organisational structures
with more fl uid ways of working. This has already
happened in the Education and Children’s Services
Department, with the likes of the Curriculum
Redesign and Review, which resulted in more
effi cient deployment of staff, reduced spend, and
improved attainment; Whole Estate Planning,
where some schools act as “Hubs” for the area;
and the introduction of e-Sgoil, the the Comhairle’s
digital learning service.
e-Sgoil is an example of the more fl uid ways of
working the Service Redesign is examining, where
successful decentralisation of services aims to
regenerate the economy and stem depopulation
in rural areas. Launched in 2016, e-Sgoil now
delivers online teaching across Scotland as well as
throughout the Western Isles, with hubs based in
Stornoway and Carinish in North Uist.
As e-Sgoil Head Teacher Angus Maclennan
told EVENTS in February, “North Uist is one of
the most fragile economies in the Western Isles at
the moment, it’s got the highest rate of population
decline, so we deliberately targeted that area.”
The opening of the hub resulted in two new jobs:
Catriona Currie, Principal Teacher of Gaelic and
Social Subjects at e-Sgoil, moved home to Uist
from Inverness to take up her new role, and a
Heritage Modern Apprentice was employed at
the location too. “There’s more joined-up thinking
happening in terms of the economy,” said Angus of
the Modern Apprentice scheme and e-Sgoil’s role.
“It’s helping to build a more sustainable future for
local areas.”
With alternative models of working proving
successful for Education and Children’s Services,
it’s hoped that scaling up and adopting a similar
approach across all public services will help
achieve more – and even better – services for
less. “We see the Service Redesign process as a
real opportunity for increased partnership and
collaborative working between the Comhairle and
the communities it serves,” says Roddie.
“Additionally, there is the real potential for
developing capacity and capability in various
localities which will only help to protect and build
communities. If we can protect services and at the
same time build communities then that will be a
real win-win, but it needs active commitment on
all sides and appropriate resources. While this is a
time of austerity and a threat to public services, this
is also a time of opportunity if we work together to
engage communities as partners in change.”
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Rob joined the OHT Board in 2015 and operates Fir Chlis, an
accommodation business in Harris. He has been a Director of OHT since
2015 and was selected by an interview panel from a strong field of candidates
following an extensive search process.
Rob has a background spanning both hospitality and food and drink, and
his career has taken him all over the world including Australia.
Outer Hebrides Tourism is well on track to delivering the ambitious Tourism
Outer Hebrides 2020 strategy which aims to grow the value of tourism to
£74m by 2020. It has a strong track record in delivering projects such as the
development of the visitouterhebrides.co.uk website, the Eat Drink Hebrides
initiative, the Hebridean Way route and trails such as Bird of Prey and Peter
May.
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New restaurant in Uig
nearing completion

New leader
appointed at
Outer Hebrides
tourism body
he tourism industry body in the Outer Hebrides has a new leader.
Rob McKinnon started as Chief Executive of Outer Hebrides Tourism
(OHT) this month where he will take charge of delivering the tourism
organisation’s strategy.

www.hebevents.com

The Uig Sands Restaurant is due to be completed in around six weeks,
with a soft opening planned prior to Christmas. Seumas Macdonald has
been appointed as head chef and other staff will be recruited over the
next few months.
Dickon said: “HIE and LEADER have been very supportive of our
initiative and we are very grateful to them. We believe that tourism
across the Hebrides will continue to grow in the years ahead and this
development further adds to the services available in the area. We’ll
be using locally sourced food and drink such as fresh seafood, lamb,
venison and cheese.”

Photograph by Keith Stringer

Rob’s priorities will be to grow the visitor economy by promoting the
islands to potential visitors, work in partnership with private and public
organisations to deliver projects that make us a more attractive destination.
His role also aims to grow OHT into a sustainable business advocating and
providing commercial services to its members.

A

OHT secured £168,206 from Highlands and Islands Enterprise (HIE) to
support the development of the organisation and this new role for the first
three years.

The project has secured £175,000 investment from Highlands and
Islands Enterprise (HIE) and £125,000 EU LEADER towards the £650,000
project.

Rachel Mackenzie, HIE’s area manager in the Outer Hebrides, said: “Tourism
is a key sector for HIE that can make a significant contribution to the economy
of the Outer Hebrides. This is an important milestone for OHT and we are
delighted to support the role for the next three years.”

Located 500m from Uig Lodge, the new restaurant will have dramatic
views across Uig Sands.

Rob said: “The Outer Hebrides is one of the most stunning destinations
not only in Scotland, but across the world. It is a privilege to return to my
roots and lead the tourism industry in the islands to the benefit of the islands
economy and communities.”

SUPPORTING
TOURISM
IN T HE OUTER HEBRIDES
hie.co.uk

new restaurant opening at the end of the year on the west coast
of the Isle of Lewis is set to create at least six new jobs.

Construction of the Uig Sands Restaurant is well underway and is being
developed by owners of Uig Lodge in Timsgarry, Dickon and Elly Green.

Uig Lodge was originally built 1876 by Sir James Matheson before
being passed to Lord Leverhulme who then gave it to his niece as a
wedding present.
Other than a short spell as a hotel, Uig Lodge has remained a private
house and has been owned by the Green family since 1981. It is now let
out for fishing parties and family holidays all year round as well as being

run as a B&B business.
Dickon and Elly moved to Uig seven years ago and have seen a big
increase in the number of visitors to local attractions in Uig such as the
Uig Museum and café, Abhainn Dearg Distillery, Gallan Head, marine
activities and numerous beaches. It is estimated that 20,000 people now
visit Uig each year.
The couple saw that there was an opportunity to develop a restaurant
to complement local businesses and create another service for both
islanders and visitors, as well as to provide further employment
opportunities in Uig.
Uig Lodge also produces the award-winning Uig Lodge Smoked
Salmon which can be bought locally. In 2014 the company was awarded
Speciality Producer of the Year at the Guild of Fine Food Great Taste
Awards. It was announced this month (October) that it received another
award for ‘UK’s Best Fish and Seafood Product’ in the Great British Food
Awards.

The restaurant will be family focused and will provide a relaxed
environment for visitors and local residents.
John Macdonald, account manager at HIE, said: “This is a very
exciting development for Uig which we have been delighted to support.
Dickon and Elly have worked hard to grow the business and have built
up a strong reputation for its smoked salmon products. The restaurant
will be located in a spectacular place overlooking Uig Bay and will
complement other local businesses, use local food and drink and cater
for the increasing number of visitors in the area as well as boosting job
opportunities in a rural area.
Cllr. Donald Crichton, Chairman of Sustainable Development and the
Comhairle representative on the Local Action Group (LAG), added: “It
is very pleasing for the LEADER LAG to see this excellent development
so near to completion. Uig Sands Restaurant attracted the maximum
£125,000 fi nancial intervention which the Outer Hebrides LEADER
Programme can grant to any project. We also congratulate Dickon and
Elly on the prestigious award received recently for their locally smoked
salmon”.
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New top team at SY fire station
By Annie Delin

T

here are two new faces in the senior
management team at Western Isles district
office of Fire Scotland, which has its HQ in
Stornoway.

ranks. This is the same for officer in the service, up
to the Chief Fire Officer”

The fi re station on Robertson Road is the new
workplace for group manager Gavin Hammond
and station manager Craig Lauder.

“As group manager I’ll be supporting and leading
the stations and crews who get called out. I also
have the wider role of building effective working
relationships with partner agencies such as police,
ambulance, coastguard and civic partners like
the Comhairle, health board and voluntary sector
organisations.

The pair moved to Lewis to replace Steve Oliver,
who has moved on to become station manager
at Musselburgh, and Iain Macleod, promoted to
become Fire Scotland’s area manager, covering the
Western Isles, Orkney and Shetland.

“We all have the responsibility to work together to
enhance public safety and wellbeing across the Isles.
Together we explore opportunities to improve the
services we provide our communities, a responsibility
I take very seriously and am proud to have.”

Group manager Gavin Hammond has moved to
Stornoway from Cambridgeshire, where he was fire
protection manager and operational commander
with Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue.

Alongside Gavin in the senior management team
is Craig Lauder, who came to Stornoway earlier
this year from Falkirk, where he was a full-time
operational watch manager and brigade training
instructor with Fire Scotland. He’s had many years
serving in the central belt and prior to joining the
Fire Service was a member of ground crew with
the RAF for 11 years. He’s accompanied in his
new home by wife Margo, an office administrator,
leaving on the mainland three grown-up children
who are all employed.

He is proud to have roots in Scotland, with his
parents still living in the Borders. He’s now living
close to the station in Stornoway with wife Hayley,
an education and administration offi cer, and two
young children who attend Back school.
Gavin has family roots in military service, with
several family members having served in the
Royal Navy and Army over many generations.
His previous experience includes working as a
pollution prosecution officer for the National
Rivers Authority, but he entered the fi re service as
a firefighter in 1996.
He said: “When joining the fi re service on the
frontline everybody has to start as a firefighter, you
are then able to learn your craft, do your exams,
and go through promotions to progress through the

Craig said: “There are 140 firefighters across the
Western Isles at 14 stations and I am the station
manager for them all. I’m responsible for recruitment
and operational delivery with our retained
firefighters, being their first port of call for support.
Being an on-call fire fighter can be challenging but is
also immensely worthwhile and rewarding.
“We are always looking for new people to join us
across the Western Isles and would encourage people

New vehicle, next
AGM for rescue group
H

ebrides Mountain Rescue Team recently took ownership of a new
Isuzu D-Max.

The team are grateful to Scottish & Southern Electricity Networks (Resilient
Communities Fund), The Robertson Trust and Police Scotland for their financial
support.
The team are holding their Annual General Meeting on Friday 30th November
2018 at 6pm at the team base on Caberfeidh Road (opposite Campbell's Filling
Station) and all who are interested in their work, are very welcome to attend.
Since their last AGM they took ownership of 2 Honda Foreman quads (and
supporting trailers) and a thermal imaging camera.
Plans to build their own team base are at an early stage but hopefully in the
next 12 – 18 months, it will be a reality, the group says
Pictured right is Keith Mackay (Corrie Motors) handing over the keys to Robert
Sinclair, HebMRT Fundraising Coordinator.

Pictures show group manager Gavin Hammond and station manager Craig Lauder at Stornoway Fire Station.

to enquire about opportunities. Give the district
office a call at Stornoway for more information "
Both Craig and Gavin expect to be making more
than just a professional contribution to island life.
Craig has already offi ciated as a football referee
with Lewis and Harris league and cup matches
since his arrival in May and Gavin is a keen
rugby player and coach, hoping to get involved
with Stornoway rugby club and especially youth
development coaching for sport.

The fi rst chance to meet the new duo for island
businesses and community organisations was at a
series of business fi re safety seminars on October
30th and 31st . There, business and community
representatives were to complete a fire risk
assessment. In the mean-time, there’s been a busy
period of acclimatisation and travel, as Gavin and
Craig meet and get to know all the fire crews of the
Western Isles.
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Kenneth Street, Stornoway HS1 2DS
www.lanntair.com
An Lanntair Box Office: 01851 708480
80
0
An Lanntair Café Bar: 01851 708490
email: info@lanntair.com

BAND PRACTICE
Mondays 29 Oct - 17 Dec, 4pm, £4/£3

Primary 4A and P4B have been doing a project on George's Marvellous Medicine. Local Pharmacist Mrs Carol
Macdonald visited the classes to explain to them how some medicines can be very good for us when we are not
feeling well but that we must also keep ourselves safe around medicines. Carol is pictured with some P4 pupils.

Each week we’ll set up some instruments and
you can come in and make some noise with
some help and guidance from Music Producer
Pete Fletcher.
You’ll learn to improvise
together, how to listen to each other and
communicate effectively, and how to write and
structure your own songs. It will give you a
taste of being in a band and get you started
making music of your own.

NOVEMBER AT
AN LANNTAIR

SCOTLAND’S WINTER
FESTIVALS: BREABACH
Friday 10 Nov, 8pm, £12/£10
The award winning Breabach return to An
Lanntair as part of our Winter Festivals Season.
The band continue to build their reputation at
the forefront of the UK’s world and roots music
scene, this is a band at the very top of their
game and one not to be missed.

BOOK NOW FOR
CHRISTMAS MEALS
F ROM NOVEM BER TO JAN UARY

CHRISTMASC HMENU
R I S T M A S 2018
MENU

P7 pupils from Stornoway Primary
were invited to the opening of the
new Garden Of Remembrance in
the grounds of the Army Reserves
Drill Hall on Church Street.
Two P7 Pupils Chibuikki Okkorro
and Daisy Macpherson planted a
Poppy on a cross in remembrance
of those from the Islands who
gave their lives in the Great War.
They are pictured with Prefects
from The Nicolson Institute who
also planted crosses.

Pinenut crusted cod, herb mash, buttered greens,
lemon and dill butter sauce

Pinenut crusted cod, herb mash, buttered greens,
£26.95
FOR THREE COURSES
lemon and dill butter sauce
Puy lentil, beetroot and goats cheese pastry,
Tuscan caponata, pepper relish

...OR JUST POP IN FOR
A WINTER
WARMER
Chargrilled
8oz sirloin steak,
chips, onion rings, salad and peppercorn sauce (£5 supplement)

Along with our Christmas menu, we have plenty more to offer. Try one of our
“Winter Warmer” drinks to help keep you toasty warm on those frosty, wintry evenings.
Smoked Ullapool cheddar, spiced date chutney, oatcakes
Dark chocolate and walnut brownie,
For all bookings and enquiries, call us
butterscotch sauce, vanilla ice cream
on 01851 708480 or email lewis@lanntair.com

Sùil air An t-Samhain
Friday 9th

P2A and P2B have been doing some work around the Lighthouse Keepers lunch box. They looked at the
work of a Lighthouse Keeper in days gone by and how the Lighthouses keep our ships safe today. Both
classes visited Arnish Lighthouse and had a great time.

2018

Soup of the day
Puy lentil, beetroot
Soup ofand
the goats
day cheese pastry,
Tuscan caponata, pepper relish
Cod, smoked haddock and prawn ﬁshcake,
Cod, smoked haddock and prawn fishcake,
Chargrilled
8ozonions,
sirloin steak,
rings, salad and
pickled
garlicchips,
mayoonion
and salad
pickled onions, garlic mayo and salad
peppercorn sauce (£5 supplement)
An Lanntairʼs own haggis, neeps and tatties with whisky sauceAn Lanntair’s own haggis, neeps and tatties with whisky sauce
Pan seared hand dived scallops, mulled apple relish,
Pan seared hand dived scallops, mulled apple relish,
Smoked
Ullapoolspiced
cheddar,
spiced date
oatcakes
black
pudding,
pistachios
(£5 chutney,
supplement)
black pudding, spiced pistachios (£5 supplement)
Dark chocolate and walnut brownie,
butterscotch sauce, vanilla ice cream
Turkey breast and leg, roast potatoes and root veg, pigs in Turkey breast and leg, roast potatoes and root veg, pigs in blanChristmas
pudding with cinnamon custard and brandy cream
blankets, apricot and pork stufﬁng and cranberry sauce
kets, apricot and pork stuffing and cranberry sauce

FACLAN Og: Library Lion:
Interactive Theatre Show at Stornoway Library.................. 4pm
Concert: An Treas Suaile: J Fowlis & D Chisholm ............... 8pm
Saturday 10th Drama Club: P1 – P4 .....................................10:15am – 11am
Drama Club: P5 – P7 .....................................11:15am – 12pm
Art Club: P1 – P2....................................................1pm – 2pm
Art Club: P3 – P4......................................... 2:30pm – 3:30pm
Art Club: P5 – P7....................................................4pm – 5pm
BOOK LAUNCH: As the Women lay dreaming
by D.S. Murray................................................................... 5pm
Concert: An Treas Suaile: J Fowlis & D Chisholm ............... 8pm
Monday 12th
Workshop: Band Practice................................................... 4pm
Cinema: The Predator ....................................................... 7pm
Wednesday 14th Drama Club: S1 – S4................................................ 4pm -5pm
Cinema: The Predator ....................................................... 7pm
Thursday 15th Concert: The Lewis & Harris
Accordian and Fiddle Club Island Showcase ................. 7:30 pm
Friday 16th
Cinema: Venom................................................................. 8pm
Saturday 17th Drama Club: P1 – P4 .....................................10:15am – 11am
Drama Club: P5 – P7 .....................................11:15am – 12pm
Art Club: P1 – P2....................................................1pm – 2pm
Art Club: P3 – P4......................................... 2:30pm – 3:30pm
Cinema: Johnny English Strikes Again .............................. 3pm
Art Club: P5 – P7....................................................4pm – 5pm
Cinema: Venom................................................................. 6pm
Cinema: A Star is Born ...................................................... 9pm

November at a glance...
Monday 19th

Band Practice ..................................................................... 4pm
Cinema: A Star is Born ...................................................... 7pm
Tuesday 20th Cinema: Black 47 .............................................................. 7pm
Wednesday 21st Drama Club: S1 – S4................................................ 4pm -5pm
Cinema: Johnny English Strikes Again .............................. 7pm
Thursday 22nd Cinema: A Star is Born ...................................................... 7pm
Friday 23rd
Cinema: A Fantastic Woman.............................................. 8pm
Saturday 24th Drama Club: P1 – P4 .....................................10:15am – 11am
Drama Club: P5 – P7 .....................................11:15am – 12pm
Cinema: Smallfoot ............................................................ 1pm
Art Club: P1 – P2....................................................1pm – 2pm
Art Club: P3 – P4......................................... 2:30pm – 3:30pm
Cinema: Smallfoot ............................................................ 4pm
Art Club: P5 – P7....................................................4pm – 5pm
Cinema: King of Thieves.................................................... 8pm
Monday 26th Workshop: Band Practice................................................... 4pm
Scottish Winter Festivals Cinema: Under the skin .............. 7pm
Tuesday 27th Scottish Winter Festivals Cinema: Ratcatcher..................... 7pm
Wed 28th
Scottish Winter Festivals Cinema:
An Gruffalo/Bioran .................................................... 10:30am
Drama Club: S1 – S4................................................ 4pm -5pm
Scottish Winter Festivals Cinema: The St Kilda Tapes......... 7pm
Thursday 29th Scotlandʼs Winter Festivals Cinema: Braveheart................ 7pm
Friday 30th
Scotlandʼs Winter Festivals Concert: BREABACH................. 8pm
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Active Hebrides
Strategy
Consultation
The Outer Hebrides Community Planning Partnership (OHCPP)
is pleased to present their Physical Activity Strategy for public
consultation.
Produced by a multi-agency group comprising of NHS Western
Isles, Comhairle nan Eilean Siar, Scottish Natural Heritage,
Community Land Scotland, sportscotland, and Lewis and Harris
Youth Clubs Association, the document provides a framework for
physical activity and sport in the Outer Hebrides.

Over 100 people attended the AHP Learning Together event with Allied Health Professionals joined
by colleagues from social work, voluntary, and Third Sector groups and organisations.

Colin Gilmour, Head of Health Improvement, NHS Western Isles
said: “We want to hear our communities’ views on this strategy.
One of the overarching aims of this work is to reduce inequalities.
Reducing inequalities means supporting people who are least able
to be physically active such as older people, people with physical or
learning disabilities, to find an activity that suits them.”
Norman A Macdonald, Chair of the Outer Hebrides Community
Planning Partnership, added: “The Outer Hebrides represents a
natural outdoor playground which contributes to the quality of life
and brings benefi ts to the physical, mental and social health and
wellbeing of the people of the Outer Hebrides. This strategy aims to
enhance our ability to make the Outer Hebrides a more active place
to live in.”
The Physical Activity Strategy can be viewed online at the OHCPP
websites at: https://bit.ly/2COA4m6 - and feedback can be provided
following the survey link on the website.
Hard copies of the Strategy document are also available, please
contact Norma Macleod, NHSWI on 01851 762013 to arrange.

Pictured are event speakers and
organisers: Backrow (l-r): Kirsty
Brightwell, GP/NHSWI Associate Medical
Director for Primary Care; Rhoda Mackay,
NHSWI AHP Practice Education Lead;
Audrey Taylor, Principle Educator NHS
Education for Scotland; Sheila Nicolson,
NHSWI Physiotherapy Manager;
Emma Macsween, Head of Social and
Partnership Services CnES; Sonja Smit,
NHS WI Occupational Therapy Head of
Service.
Frontrow (l-r): Evelyn Macleod,
NHSWI Rehabilitation Administrator;
Susan Kelso, AHP National Lead Early
Intervention (Scottish Government);
Moraig Rollo, Lead AHP Orkney Health
and Care; Christine Lapsley, NHSWI
Speech and Language Therapy Manager/
AHP Children’s Services Lead; Sarann
Macphee, NHSWI Podiatry Services
Manager; Karen France, NHSWI Nutrition
and Dietetic Manager.

Baby massage
proves a hit
Local baby massage classes are proving a popular choice with
parents in the Outer Hebrides.
The free classes, which are held over a four to fi ve week period
and led by International Association of Infant Massage (IAIM) trained
instructors, continue to attract good attendance by parents and carers
across the islands.
Alison MacDonald, NHS Western Isles Senior Health Promotion
Offi cer, said: "Before babies are able to speak, or even actively
respond to sounds and sights, they communicate with the world
around them through touch.
“Parents and carers who take part in our baby massage classes tell
us how much they enjoy attending the classes as it really is a lovely
way to enjoy time with their baby and helps with bonding."
The benefi ts of baby massage are far reaching and include babies
feeling loved and secure; having increased levels of relaxation and
sleeping longer; improved body awareness and coordination, as
well as massage providing relief from wind, colic, constipation and
teething discomfort.
It can also help to provide an enjoyable opportunity to parents,
of spending one-to-one time with their baby and learning a life-long
parenting skill.

Pictured is the baby massage class which took place in Barra during September/October with IAIM Instructors
Alison MacDonald, NHSWI Senior Health Promotion Officer, and Theresa Irving, Barra Children’s Centre.

If your baby is aged eight weeks to nine months and you are
interested in registering for one of the free baby massage classes in
your area, please contact your local health visiting team if living in
Lewis or Harris on 01851 709842, or the Health Promotion team if
living in the Uists or Barra on 01870 602588.
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“It will be a challenge to achieve all of the ideas generated on the
day. However, the AHPs are enthusiastic about making improvements
to their services and hope to achieve many of these within the next
two years.”
The AHP Learning Together Event was supported by a number of
speakers including Susan Kelso, AHP National Lead Intervention
(Scottish Government); Audrey Taylor, NHS Education for Scotland;
Kirsty Brightwell, GP, and Moraig Rollo, Lead AHP for Orkney Health
and Care.
Moraig was so impressed with the NHS Western Isles event that
she hopes to organise a similar event in Orkney.

NHSWI ‘Be a Flu
Fighter’ videos
‘Be a Flu Fighter’ is the message of two new videos launched
by NHS Western Isles aimed at encouraging island residents and
Western Isles health staff to take up their free flu jab.

Pictured are (L/R): Iain Burgess (Vice-chairman, NHS Western Isles); Cllr Norman A MacDonald (Comhairle Convener); Kirsty Brightwell (Chair
of the MoveMore Steering Group); Christine Rushworth (MoveMore Service User); Iain Davidson (MoveMore Service User); Joanne Adamson
(Macmillan Cancer Support); Colin Gilmour (NHS Western Isles)

MoveMore programme of activities
O

Entitled ‘Think You Know Flu?’ and ‘Flu Vaccination, have you
had yours?’, the promotional fi lms feature Western Isles health
staff from across the island chain, as well as members of the public
and representatives from the local Maritime & Coastguard Agency;
Highlands and Islands Fire Brigade; the Scottish Ambulance Service;
Hebridean Men’s Cancer Support Group, and pupils from the
Stornoway Primary’s GM2 class.
NHS Western Isles Director of Public Health, Dr Maggie Watts,
said: “Flu can cause severe health complications and the best way
to protect yourself and help prevent spread of the virus is to get
vaccinated.

ctober saw the launch of the MoveMore Western Isles not only help with the side effects but also reduce loneliness and
programme of activities, aimed at helping islanders with isolation many people feel.
long term conditions, including cancer, to be more physically
“It only take a few minutes and even if you were immunised
“Many people may feel nervous about building up their activity
active.
levels, particularly if it’s for the fi rst time after treatment or if they against flu last winter it is important to receive the vaccine again, as
“Most of us know that being active plays an important part in
managing many long term health conditions like heart disease and
diabetes,” said Move More WI Activity Officer Kirsty Wade. “But how
many of us realise that taking part in physical activity before, during,
and after a cancer diagnosis, can help prevent and manage some of
the effects of cancer treatment such as fatigue, depression and risks
to health?

haven’t been very active for a while, which is why Macmillan is
working with NHS Western Isles and Comhairle nan Eilean Siar to
provide this programme to help support people affected by cancer.”

Professional
advice on child
development

“MoveMore Western Isles has been set up to enable more people
with long term conditions, including cancer, to benefi t from being
active. Programmes are individually tailored and participants can
take part in a range of appropriate physical activities, ranging from
gentle walks and gardening, to aquafi t and one-on-one exercise
classes, in a safe and social environment. ”
NHS Western Isles, MacMillan Cancer Support and Comhairle nan
Eilean Siar, have worked together to deliver the MoveMore Western
Isles programme, with training provided to staff and volunteers from
Barra to Ness.
Speaking at the MoveMore Western Isles launch, NHSWI
Vice Chair, Mr Ian Burgess, said: “Our goal is to have a healthier
population of people who have been affected by cancer and other
long term conditions, by their participation in more activity which
suits their lifestyles.
“We hope that the general population will be inspired by the
enthusiasm generated by people affected by illness like cancer and
heart disease, and the positive benefits of increased activity will begin
to be shown.”
CnES Convener, Councillor Norman A MacDonald, added: “In this
programme we will address the unique challenges that the rurality
and geography of the different islands present, by delivering the
Move More programme across the Outer Hebrides, using a range of
traditional and innovative uses of new technology.
“We will improve physical activity provision for people affected
by LTC’s (including cancer) in rural areas of the Western Isles, where
exercise referral has not previously been possible and social isolation
may be an additional issue.”
And Joanne Adamson, Macmillan Cancer Support Scotland, said:
“Research shows that being active during and after treatment can

T

Any strain of fl u can be very dangerous for people who are more
vulnerable to it, which is why groups eligible for flu vaccination
are urged to get the free fl u vaccine as soon as possible as the best
available protection against this unpredictable virus.
The fl u vaccine is available for everyone aged 65 years and
over, pregnant women, anyone with serious health conditions, and
all health and social care workers. It is also offered to all primary
school children, as well as children aged 2-5 years who are not yet
in primary school.
NHSWI Flu videos can be viewed online at the NHSWI Facebook
page, or via Vimeo at:
Think You Know Flu? – https://vimeo.com/292679729/5f93612823
Flu Vaccination,

have

he chance to chat with professionals about your child’s com/292695596/393969a00e
development is on offer as the NHSWI Allied Health
Professional (AHP) team invite all to a series of free and informal
Child Development Drop-In sessions.
The service has been set up to give parents improved access to
professional advice and early intervention.
Families may want to ask about their child’s general development,
their child’s behaviours, the way their child moves, or their
communication and language development. At these informal
sessions, where no appointment is required, parents will have the
opportunity to speak to a Physiotherapist, Occupational Therapist and
a Speech and Language Therapist about their child’s development.
AHP Child Development Drop-In sessions are held from 10.30am
to 12.30am in the Soft Play Area at Lewis Sports Centre, Stornoway
and will take place on
Tuesday November 13th; Tuesday November 27th, and Tuesday
December 11th.

Learning
Together success
N

HS Western Isles Dieticians, Occupational Therapists,
Physiotherapists, Podiatrists, Radiographers, and Speech
and Language Therapists came together recently to explore how
to better help patients live as healthy, active and independent
lives as possible.

Known collectively as Allied Health Professionals (AHPs), they
were joined by colleagues from social work, voluntary and third
sector groups to take part in the local AHP Learning Together Event
which is held every other year.
Over 100 people attended the event, the theme of which was the
national AHP ‘Active and Independent Living Programme’.
MoveMore Western Isles Activity Officer Kirsty Wade with MoveMore
service users Christine Rushworth and Iain Davidson.

the viruses change each season.”

“All in all it was a very busy day, bursting with ideas and
enthusiasm,” said Rhoda MacKay, NHSWI AHP Practice Education
Lead.

you

had

yours?

–

https://vimeo.

Gaelic Language
Plan II

N

HS Western Isles is seeking the comments of island
residents as it presents its revised Gaelic Language Plan for
Community Engagement.

“The Gaelic Language Act recognises Gaelic is an official language
of Scotland, commanding equal respect with English,” said NHSWI
Chief Executive Gordon Jamieson.
“Gaelic is a precious part of our history and culture, and our
renewed Plan will help to ensure it can be a flourishing and
sustainable part of our future.
“We have seen some encouraging results from our earlier work
and there is more to do,” he continued. “Our Plan aims to increase
the number of speakers and users, and to secure the status of our
language. We will continue to explore new ways of achieving our
aims.”
NHSWI produced its inaugural GLP in 2012 (for 2012-2017),
in line with the Gaelic Language (Scotland) Act; and the proposed
Gaelic Language Plan II will cover 2018-2023.
It is of particular importance to the national Gaelic Board due to
the Western Isles’ position as the Gaelic heartland of Scotland, as
NHSWI Operational Diversity Lead, Murdo Macleod, commented:
“Given that Gaelic has permeated so much of civic and cultural life
in the islands, we hope that our refreshed commitments will strike
a chord with the public whom we seek to serve, as well as with our
multi-agency partners.”
To view the NHSWI Gaelic Language Plan II draft, please visit
www.wihb.scot.nhs.uk/community-engagement to access a link to
the complete draft Plan.
The NHSWI Gaelic Language Plan II Community Engagement will
run until deadline of Thursday, December 6th, 2018.
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focus on

Crofting
Scottish Crofting Federation

Future of crofting…
in Gove’s Review
A

s you may recall from my column last
month, Westminster recently released an
Agriculture Bill, setting out the UK secretary of
state for agriculture, Michael Gove’s intentions
for agriculture for England and Wales.

An important issue that is not covered in the bill
is the ‘convergence uplift’, in effect a refund from
the EU to UK due to its overall low level of CAP
payments.
Scottish Government and stakeholders have
long argued that the refund, worth some £190
million, should come to Scotland in its entirety as
it is our low payments that bring the UK average
down low enough to justify the refund.
The UK government stance has been that the
refund gets divided up amongst the UK nations,
with Scotland getting £30 million.
In an announcement this week launching
a comprehensive review of agriculture, UK
government said that the convergence issue will
not be revisited.

Were Scotland to get the whole refund, one
could speculate that there could be sectors of
producers in Scotland who could argue that it is
their low payments that bring Scotland’s average
below the threshold, and so it is they who should
receive the uplift. But let's not go there.
A plus for Scotland is that Mr Gove confirmed
in the review launch announcement that future
support payments will not depend on the Barnett
formula – a population-based calculation. This is
important as Scotland gets 16% of farm payments
but with only 8% of the population, though we
manage huge tracts of land.
Instead, the review will consider each
country’s individual circumstances, including
environmental, economic and socio-economic
factors, as well as farm numbers and farm sizes. It
is not clear yet what that will mean for Scotland or
the crofting counties. The agriculture review will
last 3-6 months, so keep an eye on the agriculture
press.

Join the SCF
Membership of the Scottish Crofting
Federation is an investment in
the future of crofting.
Your support will strengthen the voice
of crofters & crofting communities

Domhnall MacSween

Future of crofting…
in safe hands
S

cottish Crofting Federation (SCF) was
delighted to recognise young crofters with
an awards ceremony at the ‘Celebrating the
Spirit of Crofting’ event earlier in October.

Registered in Scotland as a Limited Company No: SC218658
Recognised as Scottish Charity No: SC031919

www.crofting.org
ww
01599 530 005
hq@crofting.org

The ‘Young Crofter of the Year Award’ is aimed
at those aged 40 and under who have taken their
first steps on the crofting ladder or have established
themselves in crofting and are good examples of
best practice and success within their field.
We were very pleased to get the interest we did;
it is quite daunting to stand up and be counted.
The judges found it very diffi cult to narrow down
to the shortlist and to pick the winner from the
runners-up.
However, the Young Crofter 2018 award went
to Domhnall MacSween from Ness, Lewis, an
outstanding crofter who very much deserves the
prestige of the award.

Domhnall is better known to many as
Sweeny from Ness, the busy and ebullient
crofting entrepreneur from BBC Alba’s Air an Lot
programme, which features Domhnall as he goes
about building and expanding his croft business –
most of which is conducted in his native Gaelic.
This business now sees him despatching meat
from pigs, sheep and cattle on his croft to all
corners of Britain, as well as an impressive poultry
empire. Domhnall quickly showed his delight at
winning the award on social media, where he has
a sizeable following.
It was particularly inspiring to receive
nominations from such worthy young folk; it gives
confi dence that the future of crofting is in safe
hands.
Regardless of what happens with the agricultural
support system, you get the feeling these folk are
going to survive.
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News Round-Up From Sir E
New Staff at SES School
We also welcomed 6 new members of staff to
Sir E Scott secondary department – Miss Kirsty
Donnelly, DHT; Mrs Louise Laing, HE; Mrs Anne
Campbell, Support for Learning; Miss Rebecca
Dempsey, Maths Probationer teacher; Miss Ishbal
MacLennan, History Probationer teacher and Mr
Matthew Atkinson, Technical Probationer teacher.
In addition, we welcomed Ms Alice Meaden,
Primary GME Probationer teacher and Mr Ross
Miller, newly appointed School Operation
Assistant, and more recently also appointed to the
post of part- time Support for Learning Assistant
(SFLA).

Mr Ross Miller, School Operation
Assistant & Part-time SFLA

Sir E Scott School S6
Prefects
We are pleased to have formally appointed a
School captain and prefects at SES this session.
Congratulations to Kate MacLeod who is the
School Captain; Kirsteen Morrison & Sean Martin
Senior prefects; Eddie Owens, Hannah MacLeod
and Erin Murray prefects.

Miss Kirsty Donnelly, DHT Secondary

Notable pupil successes
this term are:
Rachael Johnstone, S4, who was selected for
the U16 Scotland Women's Football Squad. She
gained her first international cap for Scotland and
played in two fixtures against Poland in September.
This was a fantastic achievement for her and was
well deserved given her commitment to improving
her personal performance in Football. Furthermore,
she is to play two further friendly matches in Wales
for the U16 Scotland’s Women’s Football squad
at the October holidays. In recognition of her
achievements, Rachael has been awarded the U18
Lewis & Harris Sports Person of the Year, which
was presented to Rachael at our secondary prize
giving event; a well-deserved award.

Mr Matthew Atkinson,
Technical Probationer teacher

Mrs Louise Laing, Home Economics

Miss Ishbal MacLennan, History probationer teacher

This year’s sponsored walk was very successful
with 59 pupils completing the 12 mile route from
Boglas to Miabhaig and 16 pupils completing the
8 miles of Glen Miabhaig. We raised over £800,
which will be used for the 2019 Activities Week
Programme. Thank you to all who sponsored us.

Macmillan Coffee
Morning
An extremely successful Coffee Morning was
held in Taigh Mo Sheanair, Harris Hotel on Friday
28th September. This event was planned and
organised by S4 pupils with support from Miss
Donnelly, PSE teacher and Mr Johnson, PT Pupil
Support. We were extremely grateful to the Harris
Hotel for the use of Tigh mo Sheanair as a venue
for this annual event, and also a big thanks to all
who contributed through donating baking and
those who came along on the day to join in. We
raised the magnifi cent sum of £1000. We hope
this will help the charity in their work to improve
the lives of those living with cancer. We are proud
to help Macmillan Cancer Support.

At least one confi rmed Risso’s dolphin was
spotted amongst the choppy waves of the Minch
confirming S1’s whale & dolphin watching fieldtrip
a success. Accompanied by Pippa and Kenny from
the Hebridean Whale & Dolphin Trust, the pupils
spent a morning at Scalpay Lighthouse looking out
to sea in search of some the cetaceans that live in
and visit Harris waters.
Before heading off for Scalpay, Pippa and Kenny
introduced the work of the Trust and explained
they were travelling to schools throughout the
Western Isles to look for potential whale & dolphin
spotters. To help with this work pupils were
introduced to the common species to look out for
including harbour porpoise, bottlenose dolphin,
Risso’s dolphin and Minke whale.

Walk on the Wild Side
Miss Rebecca Dempsey, Maths Probationer teacher

Pupils Spot Dolphins
On Hebridean Whale &
Dolphin Trust Field Trip

Hamish Scott, S4 has over the last few years,
had successful entries in the annual Never
Such Innocence (NSI) Poetry & Art Competition
to mark the events of the First World War. This
has resulted in Hamish receiving some very
prestigious invitations. Recently, he was asked to
recite one of his poems, ‘Misneachd na Pioba’
at the RAF Centenary event at the Royal Concert
Hall in Glasgow. In November he will attend
Centenary Finale events at Buckingham Palace
and at Westminster Abbey, no less!
He has
won 1st place for the literary competition, which
he entered for the 2018 National Mod and he
received the Neil Martin Trophy awarded annually
by HMIA to the young person from Harris whose
achievement has brought credit to themselves,
their family and the wider community. Hamish is
undoubtedly a worthy winner.
Aodhan Finnegan, S4 who is a member of
the Hebridean Cycle Club recently delivered an
excellent performance at the fi nal race in the
Scottish Cross Country Mountain Bike series, and
is ranked in the top two in his cross country age
group for the North of Scotland. Aodhan took up
this sport as recently as January 2018.

The Trust are keen for volunteers to download
their spotting app and record sightings to help
them understand more about the life of dolphins
and whales. Anyone can help with this, simply
search for the Whale Track app in the Google or
Apple app stores.
Armed with a little expertise and some powerful
binoculars, the Scalpay lighthouse provided
the perfect viewing platform for the pupils. The
weather held fair and pupils were treated to a
show from the gannets, diving and lapping the
lighthouse. A variety of gulls and other sea birds
skimming across the surface of the waves were
also spotted by eagle eyed pupils.
As the whitecaps and swell threatened to keep
the whales & dolphins hidden from view, a cry
of ‘fi n!’ was heard amongst the group and lenses
were focused far out in the Minch where a group
of Risso’s dolphins broke the surface for many of
the pupils to see.
Back in class Pippa and Kenny explained the
importance of tracking species and explained how
little is really known about these animals. In the
Hebrides there is a small group of killer whales
called the West Coast Community, which now
numbers just eight individuals, four males and four
females, that can be identifi ed by the size, shape
and nicks in their dorsal fins as well as differences
in their saddle-patches. Unfortunately they seem
not to be reproducing and, although they can live
for many decades, this group seems destined to
fade away.
The pupils thanked Pippa and Kenny for
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their time and reported their day had been very
enjoyable.
Thanks to Roddy and the Scalpay minibus for
helping with transport.

Opera Highlights in
Stornoway
On the 4th of October, a group of S2-S5
music students travelled to Stornoway to watch
the Scottish Opera’s Opera Highlights and take
part in a workshop beforehand. The opera was a
composition of highlights from some of the most
famous operas, including Mozart's The Magic
Flute and Donizetti's L'Elisir d’amore, integrated
into a modern story. Before the opera, all students
took part in a 40 minute workshop, where they
questioned the cast and watched previews of the
performance, and then all students were taken on
a small trip to the Iolaire Memorial, after that they
were taken back to Stornoway for a dinner of their
choice. The very talented cast included soprano
Sofi a Tronsoco (Scottish Opera Emerging Artist),
mezzo-soprano Sarah Champion, tenor Richard
Pinkstone and baritone Dawid Kimberg. The music
director/pianist was Jonathan Swinard and the
director was Daisy Evans. The performance was
very engaging and the cast’s singing and acting was
very impressive, and students thoroughly enjoyed
the opera.

Prize and Kirsteen Morrison, recipient of the Tarbert
Tennants’ Association Proxime Accessit Award.

Lunchtime Clubs
We are very grateful to the current S6 pupils
who are providing lunch time clubs for our primary
pupils. As you can see from the photos, they are
enjoying Lego Club on Monday’s and Board Games
on Wednesday’s. It is good to see collaborative
working

between

departments.

primary

and

secondary

Sir E Scott School

PRIZEWINNERS
Harris Tweed Authority Prizes for Progress

Secondary 1 – Natalie MacLean
Secondary 2 – Neil Morrison
Secondary 3 – Abbie Lightbody
Secondary 4 – Stephanie Wilson

Secondary 5 – Sean Martin and Kirsteen Morrison
Macaskill Builders Class Prize – Secondary 1
Bank of Scotland Junior Dux Prize – Secondary 2
Harris Hotel Class Prize – Secondary 3

Naomi Mackay
Sarah M Helfrich
Charlie Helfrich

Royal Bank of Scotland Intermediate Dux Prize - Secondary 4 Anna Cumming
*Alick Buchanan-Smith Citizenship Award
*Volunteering Centre Award for Volunteering Excellence

2018 Secondary Prize
giving Ceremony

Sport Harris Prize for Adventure Sports & Physical Education
James Macintosh Memorial Award for Gaelic Learners
Angus MacDonald Award for History

Congratulations to our 2018 Prize-winners
picture above with guest speaker Ellen McDougall,
Lead Nurse at Paralympics and Venue Medical
Manager at Glasgow 2014 and Australia Gold
Coast, 2018; Mrs Aileen MacSween, Head teacher
and newly appointed DHT Secondary, Miss Kirsty
Donnelly.

Kate MacLeod
Alasdair Bins

Roddy MacAskill Award for Administration

Kirsteen Morrison

John MacIver Award for Creativity and Innovation

Stephanie Wilson

An Comunn Gàidhealeach prize for Gàidhlig

Kirsteen Morrison

Harris Marine Award for Graphic Communication

Eddie Owens

Andrew Beattie Award for Physics

Eddie Owens

Creative Writing

Eddie Owens

James Yorston Memorial Award for Geography

James D Morrison

Margaret Macarthur Award for Mathematics

James D Morrison

Scotia Pharmaceuticals Award for Chemistry

Anna J Cumming

Harris Fish Farming Award for Biology

Kirsteen Morrison

Tarbert Tenants' Association Proxime Accessit Award

Kirsteen Morrison

John MacLeod Award for Technological Studies/
Engineering Science

James D Morrison

Herald Newspaper Award for English

James D Morrison

Alex John Macleod Memorial Dux Prize

Congratulations to Seumas Morrison, S6
recipient of the Alex John Macleod Memorial Dux

Finlay Olley

James D Morrison
* presented in June

ENDOWMENT OF PRIZES
The Head Teacher, staff and pupils acknowledge with grateful thanks
the support of all who have contributed towards prize endowment.
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CalMac’s winning team presented with their award by broadcaster Jeremy Vine.

Ferry services…
hopes boosted

Stornoway RNLI Prize Bingo Night

News

C

omhairle nan Eilean Siar has welcomed
a series of recommendations made by
the Scottish Parliament’s Rural Economy
and Connectivity Committee on Clyde and
Hebrides Ferry Services.

Stornoway Shouts

O

ne shout for the volunteer crew of
Stornoway RNLI in October - a false alarm
with good intent.
Stornoway RNLI launched on Monday, October
29th, at 0952 hours following reports from a
member of the public about a small vessel which
was possibly drifting north of Portnaguran, Point.
On arrival at the scene, the volunteer RNLI crew
established there was one person aboard the vessel
who was safe and in no difficulties.
Stornoway RNLI crew and ‘Tom Sanderson’
lifeboat returned to Stornoway Harbour, refuelled
and berthed by 12noon.
Then at the start of November the RNLI Lifeboat
volunteer crew launched at 23.57hrs on Friday
November 2nd, in response to a fi sh farm support
vessel which had issued a Pan Pan (urgent assistance
message) after suffering a loss of propulsion whilst
at Lemreway.
The weather conditions on passage down the
coast to assist the stricken vessel were extremely
challenging with winds of 50 knots and seas
up to 7m. Once on scene at Lemreway, weather
conditions deteriorated with gusts in excess of
50/60 knots and driving rain.
It was quickly established the only option was to
abandon the vessel.
The lifeboat then made an approach and successfully
recovered the crew from the casualty vessel.
The crew were taken back to Stornoway on
board the lifeboat, with the lifeboat refuelled and
ready for service at approximately 0500hrs.

Thank You! –
Prize Bingo fun and
fundraising

A

Lot One – A solid wood bench made and
donated by Stornoway Trust Sawmill. Approx. size
L: 138cm H: 89cm

Lot Two – A solid wood planter made and
donated by Stornoway Trust Sawmill. Approx. size
L: 117cm W: 36cm. Bids over £50.
Lot Three – Painting
1 – Painted and
donated by artist Katie
Tunn. Approx. size Dia.
22cm. Bids over £80.

Lot Four – Painting 2
– painted and donated
by artist Katie Tunn.
Approx.
size
Dia.
22cm. Bids over £80.

huge thank you to everyone who joined to
support and enjoy the first ever Stornoway
RNLI Prize Bingo Night, organised by the
Stornoway RNLI Fundraisers.

Lots may be viewed by arrangement, please
contact via Stornoway RNLI Facebook page.

Thank you to Stornoway Sea Angling Club – which
was packed! – for hosting the event and helping fit
everybody in; and also to Iain Don Maciver who
stepped in to save the day as Bingo Caller.

All items won must be paid for and collected
from Stornoway RNLI Lifeboat Station, Cromwell
Street Quay, by Friday 16th November.

Great fun was had by all and the amazing sum of
£1,385 was raised!
Thank You!

Going, going, gone…
Stornoway RNLI Auction
Stornoway RNLI presents four fantastic lots for
auction thanks to the generosity of Stornoway Trust
Sawmill and artist Katie Tunn.
Lots can be bid for via private message on the
Stornoway RNLI Facebook page; and if you would
like to place a bid, please provide your name,
address, and contact phone number along with the
amount you wish to bid.

Closing date for bids is Monday, November 12th.

If not collected by deadline, lot will go to the next
highest bidder. And, sorry for any inconvenience,
but we are only able to accept cash payments.

In a letter to Michael Matheson, the Scottish
Government’s Cabinet Secretary for Transport,
Infrastructure and Connectivity, the Committee
stressed It is essential that lifeline ferry services
deliver services that fully meet the needs of island
communities, businesses and tourism.
On Monday October 29th in Stornoway, a breakfast
meeting of business and agency leaders at Highlands
and Islands Enterprise in James Street, heard criticism
of the use of the phrase ‘lifeline’ services to describe
the sea links. No one refers to the A9 trunk road as a
lifeline link to Inverness or Caithness and ferries are
just the ‘roads to the Islands,’ it was stated.
The MSPs’ letter addresses the following points:
• Investment strategy for the fleet, including
making vessels and port infrastructure more
accessible, flexible and achieving value for
money.
• Road Equivalent Tariff (RET)
• Current procurement and EU State Aid rules
• Community engagement in procurement and
investment decisions.
CnES says it contributed significantly to the
Committee’s deliberations and the Chairman of
Transportation and Infrastructure, Councillor
Uisdean Robertson, said:
“These recommendations are broadly to be
welcomed and reinforce the case that the Comhairle
has been making in our own discussions with
Scottish Government, CMAL, and CalMac.
“I particularly welcome the Committee’s
recognition that recent consideration of The Islands
(Scotland) Act highlighted the value and contribution
our island communities make, and that the
Committee is aware of the vital importance of ferries
as a lifeline service, and a linchpin for the ongoing
sustainability of island communities and economies.
“It is also of significant import that the Committee is
seeking confirmation from the Scottish Government
on whether it intends to complete an Islands Impact
Assessment on this year’s budget.”
Meanwhile, Na h-Eileanan an Iar SNP MSP
Alasdair Allan spoke in a Scottish Parliament debate
on Wednesday (October 31st) on Scotland’s ferry
services, highlighting local concerns about capacity.
Alasdair Allan MSP said: “Today’s debate was
a useful opportunity to highlight the importance
of ferry services to every aspect of island life and
economy, and outline some of the issues that have

Dry-cleaning reprieve

Happy Bidding!

How to Help
You can keep up to date with the RNLI charity at
www.rnli.org – and why not ‘Like’ the Stornoway
RNLI Facebook page to keep up with the local
lifeboat crew at www.facebook.com, search
‘Stornoway RNLI’.
And please don’t hesitate to contact Stornoway
RNLI via Facebook if you wish to make a donation
or help raise funds through an event.

caused concern to my constituents.
“Ferries in the Western Isles now have to cope
with an astonishing 184,000 additional passengers a
year, compared to a decade ago. Many routes now
operate at capacity for half the year round.
“While this growth in traffic has undoubtedly been
a good thing for the island economy, it’s appropriate
for us to ask ourselves how the people of Paisley or
Motherwell might react if they were told they had to
book a fortnight in advance every time they wanted
to get a bus to Glasgow.
“The Scottish Government has shown its
commitment in funding ferry services far beyond
what previous Governments have provided. But,
clearly, we need to do something soon to address
real problems with capacity.
“Now it is the time for all agencies to work together
to reassure island communities about what shape this
most vital of services will take in the future.”
Meanwhile CalMac has been named ‘Ferry
Operator of the Year 2018’ at the National Transport
Awards.
The award is open to ferry operators running
services from ports in the UK and Ireland. Entries
needed to demonstrate how they have improved
services and facilities over the year. This included
results that have been achieved across performance
and reliability, passenger growth, and customer
satisfaction.
“This is an award for all our staff in recognition
that no matter what challenges we face, whether it
be extreme weather conditions or vessel availability,
they will always provide the best possible service
for our customers,” said CalMac managing director,
Robbie Drummond.
The awards are organised by industry publication
Transport Times with a judging panel that included
Professor David Begg, former lecturer in transport
policy at Robert Gordon University in Aberdeen and
current visiting professor at Plymouth University;
Louise Ellman MP, former chair of the House of
Commons Transport Select Committee: and Claire
Haigh chief executive of sustainable travel group,
Greener Journeys.
CalMac operates a fleet of 33 vessels across 26
routes. Last year they carried more than 5.3 million
passengers, an increase of 300,000, and nearly 1.4
million vehicles.
‘While this is great for our communities’
economies, it can be a challenge to manage within
the fleet resources at our disposal. This is a huge
recognition that our people can continue to provide
a first class customer experience in the face of
booming numbers travelling with us,” said Robbie
Drummond.

S

tornoway’s only dry-cleaning firm is to
stay open until spring 2019, even though
business owner Louis Shields has retired.
The business at James Street, Stornoway has
been open under Louis’s management for 30 years
and was expected to close when he retired. He and
his wife Marion are heading off to exotic climes,
with a trip to Vietnam, Cambodia and Australia en
route to Christmas in Singapore.
On Monday October 22nd, Louis’s daughter
Marsaili announced that the business will now

stay open until at least spring next year, although
it remains for sale.
Louis said: “There’s defi nitely an opening for
someone, it would be great to see someone new
come in, with new ideas, to cast a fresh eye over
the place.”
The reprieve’s been greeted with relief by
customers, many of whom described it as ‘great
news’. Dry cleaning, laundry and alterations will
still be offered and there are still ex-hire kilts and
accessories for sale as part of the business winddown.

