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R & G RMk
Jewellery

22 Francis Street
Stornoway
Isle of Lewis
HS1 2NB

t: 01851 704949

:25.6+23

www.rmkgroup.co.uk

&URPZHOO6WUHHW6WRUQRZD\

,QVXUDQFH%URNHUV
•
Insurance Services
%XVLQHVV
3HUVRQDO
•
Risk Management
•
Health & Safety
([FHOOHQW6HUYLFH

ADVICE
YOU CAN

TRUST

1H[WWR/LJKWLQJ(OHFWULFDO

ISTANBUL

-HZHOOHU\UHSDLUV
ZDWFKVWUDSVDQGEDWWHULHV

KEBABS
BURGERS

CURRIES

FISH ‘n’ CHIPS
PIZZAS

RESTAURANT & TAKEAWAY

1(:672&.$55,9,1*

FRXUVHOXQFKHDUO\GLQQHU
FAMILY FRIENDLY RESTAURANT
THE ISLAND
WITH OVER 0DLQRQO\
30 YEARS SERVING
¬ODFDUWHPHQXDYDLODEOH
SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE

OPEN 7 DAYS

Tues-Thursday 12pm-2.30pm 4.30-10.30pm
Friday-Saturday: 12pm-3pm 4pm till late
Sunday: 12pm till late (open all day Sunday)

The local one
stop solution for all
your printing and
design needs.

24 South Beach Street, Stornoway, Isle of Lewis

1st
birthday
party for
lottery

01851 700924
info@sign-print.co.uk
www.sign-print.co.uk
@signprintsty
Church House, James St. Stornoway

BANGLA SPICE
%98,)28-'
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'9-7-2)

Tel: 01851 700299
6800(5
63(&,$/
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Disney Day at Artizan
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1st birthday party for
Western Isles Lottery
-ʝʖɚ :ʖɚ 6ʦʠSɛԭ

&&& &! !!+  %
La[c]lDaf](+((+(*(,,,

T

he Western Isles Lottery's Disney Themed Day on Saturday
September 1st was a great success as families flocked into
Stornoway to take part in various events..
The Lottery Team say they are hugely grateful to every business
and organisation that worked so hard for this event to be such a
success, particularly as it was postponed for a week and had to be
re-organised.

)ULHQGVRI7KH1LFROVRQ

These included The Lido, An Lanntair, Stornoway Thespians,
Artizan Cafe, Claire Wilson Dancers, Ava Grace Fisher (Dazzling
Entertainment, Isle of Lewis), Boogie Bounce, Events Card Shop,
Stornoway Primary PTA, Pointers Youth Club, Stornoway Coastguard,
Malcolm MacLeod Photography, Sammy's Hair & Beauty and the
many craft stall holders who dressed up for the day.

$VXVWDLQDEOHFRPPXQLW\IXQGHG7UXVWWRDVVLVWSXSLOV
RI7KH1LFROVRQ,QVWLWXWHZLWKPDLQODQGWUDYHOH[SHQVHV

The biggest thank you has to go to all parents, grandparents and
their children for dressing up and joining in with the fun.

)LQGRXWKRZ\RXFDQKHOSDGYDQFHWKHQH[W
JHQHUDWLRQRI1LFROVRQSXSLOVDWZZZIRWQRUJXN

In the first year of the Western Isles Lottery, more than £40,000
has been raised for community projects in the islands and more than
£17,000 has been distributed in prize money.

:ȱʑȾɏ7ȱʑȾɏɡɈǀǏǒ/7ȱʑȾɏɡɈ:ʋɨ

$ODVGDLU$OODQ063%3$
6XUJHU\1RWLFH



$ODVGDLU$OODQ0HPEHURIWKH6FRWWLVK3DUOLDPHQWIRU
1DK(LOHDQDQDQ,DUZLOOEHKROGLQJWKHIROORZLQJDGYLFHVXUJHULHV
VKRXOGDQ\FRQVWLWXHQWZLVKWRPHHWZLWKKLP
1DK(LOHDQDQDQ,DU6FRWWLVK3DUOLDPHQWFRQVWLWXHQF\RIÀFH
.HQQHWK6WUHHW6WRUQRZD\,VOHRI/HZLV
0RQGD\6HSWHPEHUQRRQ²SP)ULGD\6HSWHPEHUSP²SP
0RQGD\2FWREHUQRRQ²SP)ULGD\2FWREHUSP²SP
,IDQ\FRQVWLWXHQWLVXQDEOHWRPDNHWKHVXUJHU\RUZRXOGOLNHDKRPH
YLVLWZLWK$ODVGDLUSOHDVHFDOOWKHFRQVWLWXHQF\RI¿FHRQ
RUHPDLODODVGDLUDOODQPVS#SDUOLDPHQWVFRW

ZZZDODVGDLUDOODQVFRW

To sign up please visit www.westernisleslottery.co.uk or call 0300
30 20 444.

6WXDUW 0RUULVRQ LQ DVVRFLDWLRQ ZLWK WKH 6WRUQRZD\ 7KHVSLDQV SUHVHQWV

6WDUULQJ1LFN&RFKUDQHIURP
&RURQDWLRQ6WUHHW9LFWRULD-DQHIURP&EHHELHV
6DUDK*DOEUDLWKIURP3KDQWRPRIWKH2SHUD
DQGSUHPLHUSDQWRGDPH'DYLG5XPHOOH

WKWRWK-DQXDU\
$Q/DQQWDLU6WRUQRZD\
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MSP supports toilets campaign
By James Mackinnon

A

worldwide campaign to improve toilet facilities is winning
support in the Western Isles.

“I’m very happy to back such a simple, yet life changing
programme,” said Alasdair Allan MSP as he announced his support
for Tearfund’s Toilet Twinning initiative by twinning his constituency
office toilet with a newly-built one in Malawi.
At least 2.3 billion people don’t have somewhere safe and
hygienic to go to the toilet and almost 1,000 children die every day
from preventable diseases linked to dirty water and unsafe toilets.
Without a toilet at home, women and girls are a target for sexual
attack as they go to the toilet in the open, late at night. And the lack
of proper toilets in schools is a huge contributing factor to school
drop-out rates in low-income countries, especially for girls.
Toilet Twinning was set up in 2010 to help tackle this global
water and sanitation crisis. Working in some of the world’s poorest
communities across 25 countries they have been able to provide

clean water, hygiene education and over 100,000 new toilets.
Funds for these projects have been raised through the ‘twinning’
of toilets. For a £60 donation, you can twin your toilet with a latrine
in one of a range of countries. Once you have selected the country
which you would like to help, a toilet will be built with your aid in
a community there.
Alasdair Allan said, “Hearing of Toilet Twinning’s work, I was really
keen to twin my constituency office toilet with one in a community
which doesn’t have access to something that we all take for granted.”
“Anyone can support this great scheme by donating £60 to twin
your toilet, and I would encourage anyone who can to do so.”
Toilet Twinning's Fundraising Manager for Scotland Elyse Kirkham
responded by thanking the MSP and encouraging others to follow
his example.
“We're hugely grateful to Dr Allan for twinning - and to all the
other people in the Western Isles and Scotland more broadly who
have twinned their toilets. In the communities where we work,
even the most basic latrine can be an absolute lifesaver - protecting

6DWXUGD\WK6HSWHPEHU
DW6WRUQRZD\*ROI&OXE

&KDULW\(YHQLQJ
LQ6XSSRUWRIWKH3RSS\3OHGJH

families from disease and keeping women and girls safe from attack.
“We fi rmly believe that having a proper toilet enables a family
to take the fi rst big step out of generational poverty - so we'd love
to hear from others in Scotland who want to fi nd out more about
twinning their lavvies too.”
Further information can be found at www.toilettwinning.org

Furniture and Interior World

6WRFNLVWVRIWKHEHVWIXUQLWXUH
DQGLQWHULRUGHVLJQIRU
RYHU\HDUV

&RXUVHDODFDUWHPHDO
/LYH%DFNJURXQG0XVLFDQG6SHDNHUV
&KDULW\$XFWLRQVDQG5DŌHV

7RERRN\RXUWDEOHSKRQHXVRQ
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'LYDQVDQGEHGVWHDGVIXOOUDQJHRITXDOLW\PDWWUHVVHVLQFOXGLQJPHPRU\IRDP
ELJJHVWUDQJHDYDLODEOHORFDOO\6XLWHVEHGURRPDQGOLYLQJURRPUDQJHVDYDLODEOH
%LJUDQJHRIVRIWIXUQLVKLQJV«PDGHWRPHDVXUHFXUWDLQVFXUWDLQUDLOV
WRZHOVFXVKLRQVDQGFXVKLRQFRYHUVSLOORZVGXYHWVDQGUHDG\PDGHEOLQGV

,QDFOHWH5RDG6WRUQRZD\

7HO

2SHQDPSP0RQGD\WR6DWXUGD\

)5(('(/,9(5<,1/(:,6$1'+$55,6

ZZZIXUQLWXUHZRUOGRUJXN

EVENTS SECTION ONE - Page 4

www.hebevents.com

06/09/18 - 03/10/18

0IEHMRKI\TIVXWMRTVSJIWWMSREPGPIERMRK

       
SJTVMZEXIERHGSQQIVGMEPTVSTIVXMIW

   
&IWTSOIHSQIWXMGERHLSWTMXEPMX]
      
PEYRHV]WIVZMGIWXLVSYKLSYXXLI

   

3YXIV,IFVMHIW
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)5,'$<6DPSP
0DNH\RXU9HJJLH%R[RUGHUDW

WKHYHJJLHER[#KRWPDLOFRXN
RUWHO
'HOLYHULHVDYDLODEOHWRWKH%URDGED\DQG3RLQWDUHD

3L^PZ:WVY[Z*LU[YL

7HO0RE
DOHFPDFNHQ]LH#EWFRQQHFWFRP

The local one stop solution for all
your printing and design needs.
• Booklets / Magazines
   
• Compliment Slips • Posters
• Photocopying and more
01851 700924
info@sign-print.co.uk
www.sign-print.co.uk
@signprintsty
Church House, James St, Stornoway

)DVFLD *XWWHULQJ
%HVW3ULFHV
/DUJHVW6WRFNV
$1*86&/,1721 :,1'2:6 /7'
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ɷ&RQFUHWH:RUNVɷ6LWH&OHDUDQFHVɷ$FFHVV5RDGV
ɷ/DQGVFDSLQJɷ'ULYHZD\Vɷ7DU3UHSDUDWLRQ
ɷ'UDLQDJHɷ'LJJHU+LUHɷ7LSSHU+LUHɷ7RS6RLO
ɷ3RO\FUXEJURXQGZRUNVDQGFRQVWUXFWLRQ



IRUVDYLQJVDQGORDQV
LQWKH2XWHU+HEULGHV
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7KLQNLQJ
DERXW
)RVWHULQJ"
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XQDEOHWROLYHZLWKWKHLUELUWKIDPLOLHV

*UDE\RXUERRWVDQGMRLQXVDWWKH%ULGJH&RPPXQLW\&HQWUH
9dr`]ae]jK[gldYf\$ WKLV6HSWHPEHUIRURXUDQQXDO0HPRU\:DONRQ6DWXUGD\WK
6HSWHPEHU:KHWKHU\RXVWULGHVWUROORUWRGGOHPDNH\RXU
)0:]ddkJgY\$
PDUNDQGKHOSXVPDNHVXUHQRERG\IDFHVGHPHQWLDDORQH
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5HJLVWUDWLRQIURPSPZDONEHJLQVSP
:HZLOOEHOHDYLQJWKH%ULGJHFHQWUHDW%D\KHDGDQGJRLQJ
WKURXJKWKH&DVWOHJURXQGVDQGUHWXUQLQJWRWKH%ULGJHFHQWUH
7KHUHZLOOEHZDONOHDGHUVRQWKHGD\WRH[SODLQWKH¿QDOURXWH

:H¶GORYHWRVHHDJRRGWXUQRXWRQWKHGD\DQG
PD\EHHYHQDELWRIVXQVKLQHLIZHDUHUHDOO\OXFN\

INSURANCE THAT’S
ON YOUR DOORSTEP
Having a local office means we’re accessible, whether you
need to make changes to your policy or make a claim.
For a real conversation about your needs call
01851 703 935 or 01478 611 936, or pop into our branch
NFU Mutual Offices, Stornoway & Portree
Serving the Western Isles, Skye & Localsh
Agents of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited.

0$&/(11$1&2175$&7256

&,9,/6 685)$&,1*

+RXVHVLWHV$FFHVVURDGV'HPROLWLRQV0DFKLQHODLGWDUPDF
'ULYHZD\V.HUELQJ6FUHHQHGWRSVRLO+DUGODQGVFDSLQJ
$OOJURXQGZRUNV3DYLQJ+DXODJH'LJJHUKLUH

*$5<1$+,1(,6/(2)/(:,6+6'6
2I¿FH0RE
(PDLOPDFOHQQDQSODQW#DROFRP

,I\RXZDQWPRUHLQIRUPDWLRQ
WKHQSOHDVHFRQWDFW)LRQD
RU$QQHRQ
HPDLODQQHPDFNHQ]LH#FQHVLDUJRYXN

:HDUHZDLWLQJWRKHDUIURP\RX

Efad`aiSkDW^[Y[age4aa]eZab

.LWFKHQ6XSSO\ )LWWLQJ-RLQHU\&RQVWUXFWLRQ

.HQQHWK6WUHHW6WRUQRZD\_

x&KULVWLDQERRNVx&KLOGUHQ·VERRNV
x%LEOHVx&DUGVIRUDOORFFDVLRQVx*LIWV
x&'Vx'9'Vx-HZHOOHU\x%RRNWRNHQV
x)UDPHGSLFWXUHVx6KRSJLIWYRXFKHUV

.LWFKHQ'HVLJQ ,QVWDOODWLRQ

/R\DOW\FDUGVFKHPHLQRSHUDWLRQ

&RQWDFW $OH[ RQ   

23(1,1*+2856
0RQGD\6DWXUGD\DPSPSPSP
)ULGD\2SHQDOOGD\DPSP

(PDLO NLWFKHQVRSXVFDUSHQWU\#JPDLOFRP
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 9HKLFOH9DOHWDQG'HWDLOLQJ
6SHFLDOLVWV:DONLQVKRS
 :KHHOUHIXUELVKLQJ
 &HUDPLF&RDWLQJ

Email: info@sign-print.co.uk

Ɣ:LQGRZ&OHDQLQJ
Ɣ3RZHU:DVKLQJ
Ɣ*XWWHU&OHDQLQJ
Ɣ+DUULV7ZHHG&ORFNV

Having a Bir thday Par ty?
Come to the Bridge Centre

3DUWLHVIURP SHUKRXU

ZZZKHEULGHVDOSKDFRXN7HO
ZZZKDUULVWZHHGFORFNFRXN

%RXQF\FDVWOHDOVRDYDLODEOHDW 

Telephone 01851 705808 or 702432

9kg[aYd]fl]jhjak]`]dhaf_af\ana\mYdkoal`Yd[g`gdYf\\jm_Y\\a[lagfhjgZd]ek

7KH+DUULV
7ZHHG
+HEULGHV
0LOO6KRS
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Web: www.sign-print.co.uk Like us on Facebook
Church House, James St, Stornoway HS1 2QN

&RPHDQG
VHHRXUH[FLWLQJ
QHZUDQJHRI
+DUULV7ZHHGFORWK
GLUHFWIURPWKH
6KDZERVW0LOO

Egf\YqlgKYlmj\Yq
1Yelg.he

;gflYafkGj\fYf[]Kmjn]q\YlY;jgof[ghqja_`l*().

@k^Zmikb\^lhgZeerhnki^mlg^^]l3_hh]%mhrl%mk^Zml%e^Z]lZg]fn\afn\afhk^

• Printing • Signage
• Vehicle Livery
• Graphic Design
Tel: 01851 700924
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$VDIDPLO\UXQEXVLQHVVSURYLGLQJVHUYLFH
H[FHOOHQFHVLQFHZHDUHFRQVWDQWO\
VWULYLQJWREULQJ\RXWKHYHU\EHVWFKRLFHV
DWWKHPRVWFRPSHWLWLYHSULFHVWRNHHS\RXU
KRPHEHDXWLIXO
:HORRNIRUZDUGWRZHOFRPLQJ\RXWRRXU
VKRZURRPDW6RXWK%HDFK6WUHHWZKHUH\RX
FDQPHHWZLWKRXUIULHQGO\H[SHULHQFHGVDOHVWHDP
DQGVHHWKHLQFUHGLEOHFKRLFHRIVWXQQLQJNLWFKHQV
DQGEDWKURRPVH[FOXVLYHWR7KH.LWFKHQ&HQWUH
6RXWK%HDFK6WUHHW6WRUQRZD\,VOHRI/HZLV
2XWHU+HEULGHV6FRWODQG+6%1
7HOZZZWKHNLWFKHQFHQWUHXNFRP
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Your local fuel and
lubricant supplier
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Picture shows Saf together with owner Calum Macleod and rescuer Billy Matheson.

I AM NO HERO, SAYS
CAT RESCUER BILLY
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By Annie Delin

A

Lewisman who reunited a lost cat with its owners after it
had lived rough for over a year is refusing credit for the
rescue, insisting that he just did ‘what anybody with humanity
should do’.

Weaver Billy Matheson spotted the scrawny, tick-ridden ginger
tomcat on Monday evening August 27th, wandering the moor near
Achmore and immediately recognised that it was a lost pet.
He said on Wednesday August 29th: “I know cats wander, but
there’s no reason for a cat to be out there on the moor, four miles
from the nearest house. I could tell he wasn’t feral, because he
wouldn’t have come anywhere near me if he hadn’t been a pet at
some time.”
After some cautious minutes tickling the cat behind the ears, Billy
managed to get a fi rm grip on him and brought him home. “I got
him in the car and he was not happy at all – obviously shocked and
traumatised.
“I phoned Cats Protection, but they are full up with kittens
and I decided that I wouldn’t burden them as they are already so
overburdened. He wasn’t injured, just hungry and covered in fleas
and ticks, so I thought since he probably did have an owner, I would
keep hold of him and see if I could get the word out.”
The cat moved into Billy’s campervan where he scoffed a lot
of food and water and settled down. Cats Protection shared his
discovery on Facebook and, across the island in Coll, Calum
Macleod took one look and jumped into their car.
Billy takes up the story. “All I said was that I was in Achmore, but

Calum was quite the detective and turned up on my doorstep in the
rain on Tuesday afternoon (August 28th) with photos on his phone.
“We went out to the van and we were both 99% certain it was
his missing cat, but despite his excitement he wanted to be sure, so
he came back that evening with Kathleen. The cat went straight to
her and they were both so happy that I was pretty sure he was going
home to the right place.”
Amazingly, ‘Saf’ the ginger cat is 10 years old and had been lost
from his home in Coll for over a year. No-one has any idea how he
ended up in Achmore a year later, but he’s now back at home with
his owners and with his brother.
Calum said: “Happy, happy day! Great to have our boy back after
almost a year. Huge, huge thanks to Cats Protection- Isle of Lewis
and Harris Branch and even huger thanks to Billy Matheson, a good
soul with a big heart…kinda restores your faith in humanity (he's
going to hate me saying that but it’s true).”
Billy’s not just earned the gratitude of Saf’s owners, but has been
showered with praise and congratulations by island cat-lovers. But
he says: “I`d like to think it’s part of our civic duty not to simply walk
past or ignore animals, cats or otherwise, in need of help.
“Hopefully, I was only doing what any of you would have done.
The real debt of gratitude goes to all at Cats’ Protection, those who
put in the hard graft in the face of constant adversity and against the
odds to ensure that no cat is ignored or left behind to suffer.
“In my eyes all the attention this story has got is a storm in a
teacup over something that anyone should do. The litmus test for
humanity is whether you would go out of your way to help an animal
in distress. You can make a difference – even if it’s only a small one.”

ZZZGUPDFOHRGQHWLQIR#GUPDFOHRGQHW

+($7,1*2,/0$5,1(*$62,/
75$&725',(6(/&200(5&,$/)8(/6
2,/6725$*(7$1.6

Getting together…after 60 years
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ixty years on…it was in 1958 at the age of 15, that 16 pupils
enrolled in the first pre-nursing class taught at The Nicolson
Institute. After two years study they all went their separate
ways to train at different hospitals on the mainland.
But six of the original group - all now retired - live on the island

and meet up regularly – including a special reunion 10 years ago. To
celebrate 60 years since the very start of their nursing careers, two of
the original class travelled over from the mainland to join the others
for dinner at the Cabarfeidh Hotel last night (Friday August 11th) and
reminisce. Sadly three of the original 16 have passed away.
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here’s a rising tide of concern
about the direction which the
Western Isles ferry services are
headed, with claims that some
of the present plans are not right
for the economy’s voyage into the
future.
For example. there’s still at least
two years to go until the Triangle
route – Tarbert-Uig-Lochmaddy –
gets its promised new ferry
On
Monday
August
27th,
Comhairle
nan
Eilean
Siar
expressed its frustration at the recent
announcement that the new ferry to
be allocated on the Uig-LochmaddyTarbert route will not now be entering
service until at least summer 2020.
Michael Matheson MSP, Cabinet
Secretary for Transport, Infrastructure
and Connectivity, earlier said that
two new vessels currently being built
by Ferguson Marine Engineering Ltd.
– the MV Glen Sannox and ‘Vessel
802’ - are now scheduled for delivery
during summer 2019 and spring
2020 respectively.
Councillor Uisdean Robertson,
Chairman of the Comhairle’s
Transportation and Infrastructure
Committee said, “We were…
delighted to hear in October 2014 of
the Scottish Government’s intentions
to build two new vessels, one of
which was to be allocated on the
routes to Harris and North Uist.
“At that time, the delivery of
the vessel was scheduled for early
2018 and since then representatives
from the Comhairle have worked
productively with colleagues from
Transport Scotland, Caledonian
Maritime Assets Ltd (CMAL) and
CalMac Ferries Ltd to inform
the design of the vessel and the
scope, design and procurement of
infrastructure improvements required
at the Comhairle’s pier facilities at
Lochmaddy to accommodate her.”
New facilities are also planned
by Highland Council at Uig and
by Caledonian Maritime Assets Ltd
(CMAL) at Tarbert.
“We recognise the benefits the
building of the two new vessels
on the Clyde will bring to the
economy of that area and welcome
that a handover date has now been
confirmed by the responsible Cabinet
Secretary…we are disappointed that
there will be a delay now of well over
two years to the final availability”.
“This is a signifi cant and critical
issue for the islands in that the
continuing lack of capacity during
the peak summer period will mean
continuing constraints to the growth
of important business sectors in
the islands such as tourism and
aquaculture”.
“We urge the Government and
CMAL to ensure that, going forward,
suffi cient resources are targeted to
the build projects so that there is no
further risk to the handover and inservice dates.”
Meanwhile the Labour party in the
Western Isles has called for an urgent
statement from the Scottish Transport
Minister on the crisis affecting
Hebridean ferry routes.
The
party’s
prospective
Parliamentary candidate, Alison
MacCorquodale, said that August’s
breakdown of the ‘Loch Seaforth’
was “yet another warning sign that
must not be ignored”.
She also called for full
transparency on the terms of the SNP
Government’s private finance deal
which means Loch Seaforth is owned
by Lloyd’s Bank – the first CalMac
ferry to be funded in this way.

www.hebevents.com
Ms MacCorquodale said that ferry
services to the Western Isles were
already under extreme strain due to
serious delays to the construction of
two new vessels and “the complete
lack of foresight or diligence in
making alternative arrangements”.
‘‘Without question, CalMac do the
best they can given the pressures they
face and their limited resources.” She
said that the Scottish Government’s
claims that no vessels could be found
to temporarily supplement CalMac’s
options had been disproven and that
fresh efforts now had to be made to
take the strain off the existing fleet.
She also recalled that SNP
Ministers refused to give information
to Rhoda Grant MSP, in response
to Parliamentary questions about
the terms on which Loch Seaforth
was funded by Lloyd’s Bank,
leased to CMAL and sub-leased
to CalMac, pleading “commercial
confidentiality”.
Ms MacCorquodale said: “It was
this private funding model which
drove the single ferry option for
the Stornoway-Ullapool crossing
against local wishes.
Where
does responsibility lie if the Loch
Seaforth’s problems recur or if she
has to be withdrawn from service?”
Earlier the Comhairle tentatively
made a Scottish Government
announcement that £3.5m is to be
invested by Scottish Government to
reduce the risk of vessels breaking
down and to return them to service
quicker if they do.
Councillor Uisdean Robertson
said,
“Our
discussions
with
the previous Transport Minister
confi rmed that Transport Scotland
were working with both Caledonian
Maritime Assets and CalMac Ferries
to identify ways and means to
improve the resilience and reliability
of what is obviously an ageing fleet.
We are pleased to see that some
progress is being made”.

services had run within ten minutes of the
scheduled times last year.
Ms MacCorquodale said: “It is glaringly
obvious that there is a great deal CalMac
could do with £6 million to improve services,
regardless of these extremely selective
performance targets”.
She added: “For example, there could
have been additional services during the
busiest periods of the year, when vehicles
were being left behind.
Ms MacCorquodale also pointed out
that the Ł6 million claw-back put in
perspective the announcement by Mr
Matheson that £3.5 million might be
available to speed up the repair of CalMac
ferries that break-down.
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Protests over
ferry delays,
rising costs,
uncertain future
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“Today’s announcement of a
contribution of £3.5m is welcomed.
We await details of how this funding
is to be spent but we are aware that,
not only is an increasing number of
vessels in the fl eet becoming more
expensive and time-consuming to
maintain to the necessary standards
because of their age, but the
availability of parts and, in some
cases, the need to manufacture or
fabricate them from “scratch”, is
proving to be a growing challenge
for the operator.”
The Labour Party also claimed that
Caledonian MacBrayne have been
forced to hand back £6million to the
Scottish Government – because their
performance was so good. Alison
MacCorquodale, said that islanders
would be astonished to learn of
the reasons for the claw-back of
subsidy –required because CalMac
supposedly achieved a 99.5 per cent
rate against the targets set by the
Scottish Government in the first year
of the current contract to operate
Hebridean and Clyde services.
According to a statement from
CalMac: “Our effi cient and effective
service delivery over the year
resulted in a claw-back return to
Transport Scotland of more than £6
million”. Ms MacCorquodale said:
“This is from an SNP fantasy world
in which everything is going so well
with CalMac that they can afford to
return over £6 million to Edinburgh,
rather than spend it on improving
services in the islands”.
When bad weather and other
factors are stripped out, CalMac
reported that 99.5 per cent of their

Supported by
The Friends of Scottish Opera
& JTH Charitable Trust

scottishopera.org.uk
Registered in Scotland Number SCO37531 Scottish Charity Number SCO19787
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Dolina’s 80th birthday concert
G

aelic writer, singer, actress, broadcaster
and
political
campaigner,
Dolina
Maclennan aims to celebrate her 80th birthday
with musical friends at a concert in the
Woodlands Centre, Stornoway during Blas
Festival on Saturday 15th September.

Brought up in Marvig, Lewis, Dolina was
introduced to drama and the great Gaelic bards at
Nicolson Institute and the rest, they say, is history!
Dolina’s career and musical life has so far
spanned an incredible array of accomplishments;
herself and Robin Gray were the first folk singers in
the Waverley Bar which is still going strong today
as the hub of folk music in Edinburgh.
Dolina sang for Scottish Ballet in the Gaelic
production, An Clo Mòr, which opened in the
Citizens Theatre in Glasgow before touring
mainland theatres as well as venues throughout
the Highlands and Islands in 1970.
She was also the fi rs
t Gaelic speaker to
present 12 Noon, a Scottish network lunchtime
programme.
Her fi rst TV work was Beagan Gàidhlig, the
fi rst ever Gaelic teaching series and her first

major writing role was for the radio soap, Na
Moireasdanaich – The Morrisons.
She appeared in STV soap, Machair, which ran
from 1992 – 1998 and has had many more film,
stage and TV appearances over the years, including
the hit comedy series, Still Game.

new musical piece of work showcasing
ancient Gaelic poetry with a modern twist
will be debuted by Mischa Macpherson from
Sandwick at this month’s Blas Festival.

Mischa’s commission, ‘Bho Èirigh gu Laighe na
Grèine – Sun, Moon, Land, Life, Sea’ is a suite of
new Gaelic songs, incorporating ancient Gaelic
poetry, photography and short films.
Mischa has breathed life into old Gaelic poetry
inspired by the natural world by creating this new
piece of music, presented across five movements –
Sun, Moon, Land, Life and Sea.
Mischa has already scooped several major UK
folk awards – including as Gaelic Singer of the Year
at the MG Alba Scots Trad Music awards and BBC
Radio 2’s Young Folk Award Winner.
She is a musician in high demand performing
extensively with her own band as well as a vast
and diverse list of other projects including Martyn
Bennett’s GRIT Orchestra (2016) and The Unusual
Suspects of Celtic Colours (2017).
For her commission, which has been sponsored
by Thorntons Investment, Mischa will be joined by
a line-up of musicians including James Lindsay,
Signy Jacobsdottir, Charlie Stewart, Innes White
and Alistair Iain Paterson.
Stephen Webster, Chief Executive at Thorntons
Investments, said: “Mischa is a very talented young
musician and her commission idea was a worthy
winner of the Thorntons Investments inaugural
commission prize.
“We look forward to seeing it performed throughout
the Blas Festival and beyond. The prize money will
facilitate professional recording of the piece so that it
can be enjoyed for many years to come.”
‘Bho Èirigh gu Laighe na Grèine – Sun, Moon,
Land, Life, Sea’ will be performed several times
during Blas Festival, which runs from 7th – 15th
September:
• Tuesday 11th September – Farr Community

“So, this is the very fi rst time in all of my 80
years that I have been rewarded with what I always
wished - that my birthday was on a normal day like
15th September!

However, what Dolina is known for most is
her role in the ground-breaking 7:84 Scotland
production, The Cheviot, the Stag and the Black,
Black Oil which changed the face of Scottish
theatre and politics and toured Scotland and
beyond in 1973-1974.
Dolina @ 80 takes places at 7.30pm on Saturday
15th September at the Woodlands Centre. The full
programme of events can be found at www.blasfestival.com along with details of how to purchase
tickets, including special prices for Young Scot
cardholders.
Dolina, who is currently celebrating her
60th year performing at the Edinburgh Festival,
commented: “As my birthday falls on January 1st,
it is always hard to distinguish it from the usual
Hogmanay celebrations; this year was no different.
“I always have a dinner party with my best

Mischa’s
work at
Blas Festival
A

celebrations apart from family cards and gifts; I
didn’t feel like a big party because of the death, a
few months before, of a beloved nephew. I feel like
the Queen, having two birthdays.”

Hall, Strathnairn
• Wednesday 12th September – Applecross
Community Hall, Applecross
• Thursday 13th September – Rogart Village
Hall, Rogart
• Friday 14th September – Roybridge Memorial
Hall, Roybridge
Mischa will also be performing at the final
event of Blas Festival; Òran Mòr. Òran Mòr,
meaning Great (or Big) Song, will be a concert
at the Northern Meeting Park in Inverness on
Saturday 15th September, featuring over 1,000
young musicians from Fèisean across Scotland as
well as various youth music groups and initiatives
including the Highland Council Youth Music
Groups and the National Centre of Excellence in
Traditional Music.
The talented youngsters will take to the stage
with the bands they have chosen including
Mischa, Skipinnish, Trail West and Breabach and
Brìghde Chaimbeul. A new Gaelic song written by
Glasgow-based Gaelic student, Robbie MacLeòid,
will be performed by every single musician taking
part in the concert, the largest event Fèisean nan
Gàidheal will have organised in its 30-year history.
This is all part of the Year of Young People 2018
which is a year-long celebration and showcase
of Scotland’s young people involving musicians
under the age of 26 from across the country.
Blas, which aims to celebrate Gaelic culture and
the thriving Scottish traditional music scene over
nine days of concerts, cèilidhs and larger events
in venues across the Highlands and Islands, has
introduced some other exciting opportunities
for young people to perform, design and deliver
some of the main festival events. This year’s Blas
Festival is supported by the Year of Young People
2018 Event Fund, managed by EventScotland, part
of the VisitScotland Events Directorate
For the full programme and details of how to
purchase tickets, please visit www.blas-festival.com.

“I am hugely honoured by the generosity of
the Blas Festival and look forward to hearing my
favourite singers and musicians and meeting old
and new friends.”
Helping Dolina celebrate her milestone birthday
will be Pàdruig Morrison, Christine Primrose, Allan
MacDonald, Seasaidh Lexy and a few others to be
announced.
friends at 9 o’clock on Hogmanay, never more than
8 very close friends. Then we wait, with everything
clean and in its place and a bit of silence before the
New Year and the welcoming of first footers.”
“This year, being special, my daughter Jane and
my friend Christine Grant Ross produced a cake
with an 80 thingy on it. That’s as far as it went for

Blas, which means ‘taste’ or ‘sample’, is
organised by Fèisean nan Gàidheal in partnership
with The Highland Council and will take place
from 7-15th September.
It aims to celebrate Gaelic culture and the
thriving Scottish traditional music scene over nine
days of concerts, cèilidhs and larger events in
venues across the Highlands and Islands.

Pipe-Major remembered
A

name synonymous with all things related
to piping is the centre of attraction on the
first day of Blas festival.

The music of the late great piper, Pipe Major
Donald Macleod MBE, is showcased in Crossing
the Minch.
This is a project dreamt up by The Big Music
Society, led by world class pipers Calum
MacCrimmon (Breabach and Tryst) and John
Mulhearn (Tryst).
The two-night tour, at An Lanntair in Stornoway
on Friday 7th September and Ullapool Village Hall
on Saturday 8th September, aims to wow audiences
with a unique showcase of Donald Macleod’s
music.
The event features special guests including
James Duncan Mackenzie (Breabach), Innes White
(Assynt), Fiona MacAskill (Kinnaris Quintet) and
the Glenfinnan Cèilidh Band.
Calum MacCrimmon, The Big Music Society,
said: “Never before has one fi gure's music been
more resonant and infl uential on the Scottish
traditional scene than that of Pipe Major Donald
Macleod.”
Alix Aburn, the granddaughter of another 20th
century piping legend, John Burgess MBE, and one
of the Blas Festival’s Youth Ambassadors working
with the festival to celebrate the Year of Young
People 2018, said: “Although he died in 1982
young pipers and players of other instruments are
very mindful of the legacy of Pipe Major Donald
Macleod.
“His tunes are still played regularly by young
players and it is fitting that Blas will mark the great
composer’s work in Crossing the Minch, the title of
one of his best-loved tunes.”
Blas, which means ‘taste’ or ‘sample’, is
organised by Fèisean nan Gàidheal in partnership
with The Highland Council and will take place
from 7-15th September.
It aims to celebrate Gaelic culture and the
thriving Scottish traditional music scene over nine
days of concerts, cèilidhs and larger events in
venues across the Highlands and Islands.
Other headline acts at this year’s Blas, which
takes place at venues from Bernera to Applecross

and Portree to Portmahomack, include Gaelic
singer Julie Fowlis, two previous winners of BBC
Radio 2 Young Folk Awards, Mischa Macpherson
and Brìghde Chaimbeul, Celtic rock group
Wolfstone, who will perform at Blas for the first
time, award-winning folk band Breabach, young
electronic Celtic fusion group, Niteworks and the
highly-acclaimed RURA.
Two icons of Gaelic culture, Alasdair Gillies and
Dolina Maclennan, will be celebrating their 80th
birthdays with special events in Skye and Lewis
featuring hand-picked artistes.
Trail West will celebrate 40 years since the
release of Runrig’s ground-breaking Play Gaelic,
playing the songs from that album at two concerts
during the festival.
The full programme of events can be found at
www.blas-festival.com along with details of how to
purchase tickets, including special prices for Young
Scot cardholders.
2018 marks the 14th Blas festival, which was
created as a result of The Highland Council’s
desire to have a festival, in its area, which would
match the vitality of Cape Breton’s Celtic Colours.
Fèisean nan Gàidheal was asked by The Highland
Council to develop and deliver the festival, which
it has done successfully in partnership with local
Fèisean and promoters.
The Blas Festival primary funders and supporters
include The Highland Council, Creative Scotland,
Bòrd na Gàidhlig, Highlands & Islands Enterprise,
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar and Fèisean nan
Gàidheal.
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UK Minister focuses on SY airport success

S

tornoway Airport is central to the UK
Government vision of how transport links
will develop over the next 30 years.

The Comhairle said later it welcomed the
opportunity to meet with the minister. Councillor
Uisdean Robertson, Chairman of the Comhairle’s
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, said
after the meeting, “We were pleased to be able to
meet with Baroness Sugg as we were able to raise
our concerns regarding Highlands and Islands
Airports Ltd’s proposals for air traffic management
arrangements for the region”.

That’s the view of UK Government Aviation
Minister Liz Sugg who visited a series of Scottish
airports over the summer.
Her aim was to discuss how Scotland may benefit
from the proposals for Heathrow Airport expansion
and how the UK Government can support the
aviation industry to develop Scottish enterprise.

“We have ongoing concerns regarding the impact
that their centralisation strategy will have on the
local economy of the Western Isles – with a total
of 17 highly paid jobs being lost from Stornoway
and Benbecula airports, this will undoubtedly
have a disproportionate impact for our community
compared to mainland airports.

On Tuesday August 14th the Minister visited
Stornoway to tour the airport facilities and meet
HM Coastguard and airport fire, search and rescue
crews to learn about their critical role in the
Western Isles.
Following a visit to Lewis over two days and
meetings with business leaders from Lewis and
Harris, Aviation Minister Liz Sugg said: “The
Western Isles community relies on good transport
links and Stornoway airport plays a hugely
important role in providing essential UK and global
connections.
“We expect expansion at Heathrow to bring
benefi ts to Scotland with increased tourism and
more opportunities for Scottish businesses.
“And through our aviation strategy the UK
Government will identify ways to encourage the
development of regional airports.”
She also visited the newly restored Lews Castle
and the new Museum nan Eilean.
Stornoway airport handled 132,000 passengers
last year, and Visit Outer Hebrides reports that
tourism generates £65m in economic value for the
islands, sustains around 1,000 jobs and is one of
the key growth sectors.
Scotland can expect to benefit from an extra 100
flights a week to and from Heathrow following the
proposed expansion and the additional capacity is
expected to encourage competition between airlines,
bringing down prices for Scottish passengers.

Aviation Minister Liz Sugg pictured with Duncan Smith,
Stornoway Airport Manager for Highlands and Islands Airports

More fl ights from Scottish airports will allow
Stornoway to benefi t from better connections to
an expanded Heathrow via links with Aberdeen,
Edinburgh, Glasgow and Inverness airports.
And with freight capacity almost doubled
at Heathrow, Scottish businesses have more
opportunities to export their products to new
markets across the world.
Duncan Smith, Stornoway Airport Manager
for Highlands and Islands Airports Ltd, said: “We
really enjoyed the visit and it was excellent that
the Minister made the effort to come to Stornoway
Airport and it was much appreciated by us all.
“We always strive to provide the best possible
customer service for our local community within
our lifeline service provision and also as part of
HIAL, which has the Company vision to become
the best regional Airport group in the world.”
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar also used the meeting

at Stornoway Airport to raise concerns regarding
air traffic management under Highland and Islands
Airports Ltd's proposals for centralisation.
One of the businesspeople who the minister met
was Jamie McGowan, co-founder of Essence of
Harris in Tarbert, who said on Twitter: “Thank you
to Baroness Sugg for a fantastic meeting today.”
She also met Ranald Fraser of Stornoway
Smokehouse during a visit to their Stornoway
quayside premises. Ranald said he drew attention
to the vital need for reliable air links for a business
which exported products across the world,
particularly to Italy but also to other European
countries and places like Hong Kong as well.
The airport meeting also involved representatives
from Hotel Hebrides and Harris Tweed Hebrides.
Jamie McGowan said he had promoted the idea of
collaboration between Island businesses as well as
drawing attention to the need for good transport
links both by air and sea.

“We have been raising this as a major concern
with the Scottish Government and HIAL since June
2017 and it appears that insuffi cient cognisance is
being taken of the negative impact”.
“We look forward to further engagement by the
UK and Scottish Governments and HIAL in this
matter, particularly in the context of the principle of
“islands proofing” which has been incorporated in
the recently enacted Islands (Scotland) Act 2018”.
Baroness Sugg, CBE, has served as Head
of Operations at 10 Downing Street under
the premiership of David Cameron. She was
nominated for a life peerage in the 2016 Prime
Minister's Resignation Honours and was created
Baroness Sugg, of Coldharbour in the London
Borough of Lambeth, on 30 August 2016.
She was appointed Parliamentary Under
Secretary of State at the Department for Transport
(and Minister for Aviation) on 27 October 2017
replacing Lord Callanan.
As part of her visit the Minister also toured a
£20 million terminal refurbishment at Aberdeen
airport designed to improve passenger experience,
and met airline crew at Loganair’s headquarters in
Glasgow.
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Innovation centre launched
L

ews Castle College UHI launched a new Innovation Centre
on Tuesday 21st August.

The innovation centre offers training, advice and development
facilities for the use of modern high technology and for people who
would like to start their own business.
The centre is ‘free at the point of use; offering not just college
students but all members of the public an opportunity to develop
these skills.
Opening proceedings, in front of a considerable crowd, College
Principal Mr Iain Macmillan said: “The College is committed to
broadening people’s views of future business and employment
opportunities in the Energy and Technology industries.”
“At Lews Castle we take a broad perspective on Technology,
Engineering and Innovation. We believe that they offer huge
opportunities for the future “
The initial idea for the project came from former NASA contract
engineer Dr Chris Macleod of Lews Castle College.
Chris said, “Universities should not, just, be about training. They
should be about Innovation and wealth creation.”
“Our target is for islanders who come to us with innovative ideas
to move on with prototypes and a Business Plan which can be
presented to perspective investors”.
Guest speaking at the event was Callum Macdonald of Point and
Sandwick Trust, who provided £20,000 of financial support for the
project.
“The whole point of community energy is to provide support to the
community. We are committed to provide support to projects across
the whole of the Western Isles.”
“Lews Castle will be, and has been, a key player in how our islands
develop, through the impact it has on the educational, economic
and cultural opportunities in our community”
The trust’s money will go towards high-tech equipment to allow
the centre to expand its research and testing capabilities into more
specialist areas such as communications and bio-tech.
The centre’s research capabilities will be doubled and Dr Chris
Macleod, hopes it will foster a new generation of technologically
literate islanders, encourage more high-tech start-ups and attract
inward investment.

STUDENTS TOLD OF
ENERGY OPPORTUNITIES
By James Mackinnon

T

he annual Lews Castle College UHI graduation and prize giving
ceremony took place on the afternoon of Friday August 24th.

Graduates assembled in the Martins Memorial church hall before
being piped down Francis Street to be seated in the church building
itself.
Lews Castle College Principal Iain Macmillan welcomed the
graduates, students, families and UHI guests to the graduation, before
introducing guest speaker, Don Mackay.
Don Mackay, who is originally from Ballantrushal, is UK Operations
Director for EDF. Don began by telling the students of his own
experience with further education. He explained how having not
achieved his desired grades at school he had to work hard to achieve
the success he now enjoys. He also explained how through this success
he hopes to give opportunities to others on the island.
Don said, “I had to move away to study, but I now fi nd myself able
to spend time back home, working for a global organisation and within

Don then handed over to UHI Principal and Vice Chancellor Professor
Clive Mulholland who formally opened the graduation.

the whole of the UHI. Both these awards were voted on by students
through the Highlands and Islands Students Association (HISSA)

“This will be an investment that is signifi cant and will guarantee
sustainability and provide opportunity for the community, for other
energy schemes and for many other business innovations.”

Clive discussed the advancements that had been made by the
university over the past year. In particular the awarding of the UHI’s
first honorary doctorate and a hugely positive performance in University
league tables

Following the awarding of certifi cates and prizes Principal Ian
Macmillan closed proceedings, “Most of what we do in life is based on
the small decisions we make.

“Conscientious hard work stands out in the workplace. Be willing to
be fl exible, what you do may not be directly related to what you have
studied but the exciting part of the workplace today as that there are
diverse routes, pathways and opportunities, fi nd what you enjoy doing
and do it.
“Be creative, we live in a world where this is crucial, in the workplace
you must be resourceful and find solutions. Finally keep learning, keep
developing yourself, and surround yourself with people who can help.”

He believes there is no reason why Lewis could not be at the
forefront.
“Why not? It’s actually very easy to do it here compared to other
industries on the island.
“For example, if you’ve got a large manufacturing facility on the
island, making large steel structures, then you’ve got to ship those
off the island.
“If you’re developing software, you just push a button and it gets
sent to the other side of the world in a second. There’s no ‘big things’
to export. You can also do it as a distributed workforce from your
house.”
Lecturer Chris came to Lews Castle College UHI from Robert
Gordon University, where he was senior lecturer and director of
research in its School of Engineering. He was in the US before that.
Chris believes in the power of the entrepreneur and was delighted
to secure the funding from PST to take the Innovation Centre to the
next level.
The centre is essentially a large room in the college, containing
desks equipped with electronics testing equipment for research and
development. It also has a small 3D printer, which allows mechanical
pieces to be printed out.
Its research work is focused on micro-controllers — small, singleboard computer controllers which can be programmed in a myriad
of ways. Chris describes them as “kits for invention”, where “the only
limit is your imagination”.
Until now, the centre has been limited to work in areas such as
environmental monitoring and energy efficiency. The new equipment
will take them into new areas such as communications — including
the internet, WiFi, mobile phones and Apps. It will also allow work
in biotech, such as developments to monitor hip replacements and
diagnose Type 2 diabetes.

Chris, who is from Marybank and returned to the island four years
ago after a 30-year career elsewhere, wants to see a new focus in the
islands on high-tech, health-wealth industries.

Around 15 people had so far have expressed an interest in
using the centre after it opened to the public, with “quite a lot of
interest from people interested in developing aids for health-related
issues”. Chris invites anyone else interested to email him directly at
christopher.Macleod@uhi.ac.uk.

Dr Chris Macleod of Lews Castle College

Guest speaking at the event was Callum Macdonald
of Point and Sandwick Trust

www.welovestornoway.com/lcc-uhi-today

that Lewis Wind Power, leading projects that I believe one day soon will
bring industrial scale wind turbines to this island.

Don closed by offering words of advice to the departing graduates,
before they enter the world of work, “I want you to be expectant, expect
that you can make a contribution, do not limit yourself, be diligent, the
hard work that is associated with these islands and the effort you have
put in over the last few years doesn’t finish here.

“If you look at the richest people in the world — Bill Gates, Steve
Jobs, Amazon founder Jeff Bezos, Elon Musk and all the rest of them
— every one of them is a high-tech entrepreneur. The highest worth,
highest growth industries in the world are high-technology industries
and unless civilisation comes to an end suddenly, that’s not going to
change. It’s only going to get bigger.”

Clive then used the analogy of migrating geese to offer advice to the
departing students, “When geese fl y together in a v formation each
goose provides additional lift and reduces air resistance for the goose
behind it. This allows the whole fl ock to fl y faster and to travel further
than when they fl y alone. As you embark on the next stage of your
journey remember, if you want to go high and you want to go far, and
you want to go fast, then go together.”
Following these speeches students were one by one presented with
their HNC, HND and degree awards.
Special mention goes to Crisdean Saunders who was named further
education student of the year across the whole of the UHI and Edward
Graham who was named most engaging Conference Tutor, again across

“After I graduated, I came up to Lewis for a friend’s wedding and I
made one such decision that changed my life, that set me off on the
career that I’ve certainly enjoyed so far. That decision was to move from
the Carlton to the County for my next pint; on my way I met someone
who gave me a job. We can spend all our lives planning but we must
remember to live for today.”
“Be proud to tell people you are a graduate of the University of the
Highlands and Islands because it is something to be proud off.
“I wish you well please enjoy today and fi nd a way to make the
most of the opportunities that come to you, you deserve all of our
congratulations.”
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£18m
boost for
young
group
projects

Norgrove
10K date
nears
T

he eighth Linda Norgrove Foundation 10K is
on Saturday 29th September.

The Lewis-based charity hopes that “you will be
able to join us here on the Bhaltos Peninsula, Reef
Beach at 12 noon.
“You can walk or run, bring your family and
friends, or dog if you are walking, and enjoy what
has been called the most scenic 10K circuit in
Scotland.

Y

“Or if you are not on Lewis you can still take part
wherever you are in the world on the day and run
or walk, cycle or swim, climb a mountain, or doing
whatever your favourite activity is.

Leigh with Ginti (left), Six and Oakie ready for their first customers

First riders set out
from new pony
trekking business

“Entry is £10 and there will be event t-shirts for
sale, this year in electric green, with a striking new
logo. These can be bought on the day for £12 or
posted to you for an extra £4.”
You can register and order your t-shirt either
through their website: lindanorgrovefoundation.
org/Online_shop/ or on the day.
“As an added incentive for those of you who like
to run and to encourage you to go for a good time,
the fi rst ten men and fi rst ten women to cross the
finish line will receive a medal.
“This year, by entering, you will be helping to
pay for surgeries to change the lives of women and
children from the most disadvantaged families from
rural Afghanistan.
“Surgery will be given for girls suffering from
cardiac, orthopaedic and other diseases.
“By holding the 10K we are aiming to pay for
eight children and fi ve women to have treatment
which they would have no possibility of paying for
themselves.”

Best footballers
face off
B

By Annie Delin

T

he first riders stepped out on Thursday
August 30th from Traigh Mhor Pony
Trekking, a new company in Tolsta.
Run by biology teacher Leigh Minion with help
of her husband Gavin and daughter Kirsty Hart, the
riding and trekking centre has been a dream for
many years.
An inspection on Wednesday August 29th by
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar passed the premises
and business for public safety and for the welfare
of the horses, and both Leigh and Kirsty have also
recently gained certifi cation as ride leaders from
the Trekking and Riding Society for Scotland.

efore another summer of island football
closes, the best of the East and best of the
Leigh said: "We have been really well-supported
West face off in a charity football match on by the riding stables at Balivanich in Benbecula,
Friday 7th September.
who have given us training, encouragement, advice

The match will kick off at 6:30pm at Goathill
Park, Stornoway, with a raffle drawn afterwards. All
funds raised will be donated to Macmillan Cancer
Support.
The leagues teams will be divided as follows - the
East Select: Stornoway Athletic, Stornoway United,
Point and Lochs, and the West Select: Westside,
Carloway, Ness and Back.

and moral support. I really think we wouldn't have
been able to do it without them."
The croft is home to four horses and ponies,
three ready to use now for riding lessons. 18-yearold black cob mare Ginti is the 'schoolmistress'
and has just returned to Leigh after two years on
the mainland, rejoining her old stablemates as if
she had never been away.

Her companions are Oakie, a dun American
quarter-horse, a utility breed with a good nature
and stamina, and Six, a five-year-old gelding
broken and trained by Leigh and Kirsty and keen
on jumping and dressage. All the horses are
gentle-natured and suitable for beginners.
Traigh Mhor trekking will offer lessons, treks and
slightly more demanding hacks, plus a Saturday
saddle club for kids and a midweek riding group
for adults. Meeting every Wednesday, that small
group will learn about stable management,
feeding, grooming and, of course, enjoy a ride in
company with other adults. The routes they take
will include moorland around Tolsta and beach
rides along Traigh Mhor and Garry beach.
Leigh said: "Please don't think that around
the village is a boring old plod. We have miles
of tracks on the common grazing and onto the
moorland." With everything set up for tomorrow's
business launch, Leigh is in a state of considerable
excitement.
"I've always had a passion for horses and even
as a kid I had a dream of owning horses and a
stable. This is the dream coming true for me!"
You can find out more about the routes, prices and
booking from the new website www.tolsta41.com

Rabbit hordes die on machair as disease strikes
By Annie Delin

T

he wild rabbit population of Lewis and
Harris is being savagely reduced by a
new outbreak of the usually fatal disease
myxomatosis, with reports of dead and
dying animals around the islands.
The news comes as no disappointment to
gardeners, who have increasingly suffered
from crop raids as the rabbit population
boomed in recent years.
But wildlife-lovers have been distressed by
the sight of ‘myxy’ rabbits dying in dunes and
across the machair, with afflicted animals also
seen on roads and in gardens.
Myxomatosis is a viral infection once
used as a pest control agent to reduce rabbit
numbers. It causes skin tumours, blindness,
fatigue and fever, with affected animals
recognisable by whitened eyes, oozing
discharge.
Stornoway-based SSPCA inspector Calum

Watt said on Monday September 3rd: “There
has always been myxomatosis on the island
and we have recently had a few cases brought
to us.
“It’s a mutating virus – rabbits become
resistant to it and the population recovers, then
it mutates and they are susceptible again.”
After welovestornoway.com
posted a
Facebook picture showing a sick rabbit in
the Castle Grounds on Sunday September
2nd, there were reader reports from all
around the island. Sick and dying rabbits
and decomposing bodies were reported
from Callanish, Luskentyre, Uig, Point and
Bernera, amongst others
Calum Watt said: “There are lots of sick
rabbits in the machair just at the moment.
“If anyone gets hold of one and its clearly
dying then they can bring it to us and we will
give it a humane death.”
You can contact
03000 999 999.

the

SSPCA

on

oung Scots have the chance of extra help
to realise their potential thanks to £18m
funding from Young Start.

Voluntary sector organisations which involve
young people in the design, running and evaluation
of projects can apply for grants ranging from
£10,000 to £100,000 for activities that focus on
changing the lives of children and young people
between eight and 24 years of age.
The funding is available for projects that:
• encourage children and young people to have
better positive physical, mental and emotional
wellbeing,
• help children and young people have better
connections with others,
• support and inspire children and young people
to access new skills and training opportunities
which will get them a job or start a business.
Young Start accesses monies from dormant bank
accounts and is run by the Big Lottery Fund.
Announcing the new funding, Ms Campbell,
Cabinet Secretary for Communities and Local
Government said: ‘Young Start helps ensure that
Scotland’s next generation has the best possible
start in life. I am delighted to announce this latest
round of investment that will support young people
across the country to realise their ambition.
‘Over the last five years Young Start has funded a
wide range of fantastic projects helping thousands
of young Scots to achieve their potential.
“I am particularly pleased that, in the Year of
Young People, they will be at the heart of project
design and delivery.’
Since launching in 2012 Young Start has
awarded £29.5m to 693 projects supporting
Scotland’s young people just like single Glasgow
mum, Megan Walker. Megan, 21, has been
inspired to think about setting up her own business
after completing a programme at social enterprise,
Gilded Lily.
She said, ‘Being a part of this has really helped
me come out of my shell and I’m not scared about
the future anymore and only excited about the
things that lie ahead. I’ve been accepted to do a
course at the City of Glasgow college to do health
and social care. I want to get a qualification behind
me before I start my business. A whole new future
has opened up for me’
Big Lottery Fund Scotland Chair, Maureen
McGinn, said: ‘We are delighted to be re-opening
the Young Start fund with a pot of dormant bank
account funding that has the power to achieve great
things for Scotland’s children and young people.
“The Young Start programme was paused last
year, to allow us to review and reshape it, led by
feedback from applicants, young people and the
wider youth sector. We are particularly keen that
young people are at the heart of project design and
delivery and look forward to hearing from groups
with a range of ideas to help young people reach
their potential.’
Young Start funding is aimed at organisations
working with young people aged between eight
and 24 years of age. It is not open to individuals.
Groups can apply for up to three years funding and
there are no application deadlines.
Groups wanting to know more or who require
support with their application should visit
biglotteryfund.org.uk/funding/programmes/
young-start or contact 0300 123 71110.
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P7 ‘time lapse’ photos mark special
milestone for Sgoil an Rubha

P7 pics by Sandie Maciver of SandiePhotos and P1 pics by Leila Angus of Brighter Still. Leila’s pictures used courtesy of Comhairle nan Eilean Siar, with thanks

I

t’s that time of year when all the new P1 classes are having
their pictures taken.

In Point and Sandwick, it is also the moment when the children
who were the very fi rst intake of primary one at the new Sgoil an
Rubha begin to settle into life at The Nicolson Institute.
To mark the occasion of the first Sgoil an Rubha intake going into
secondary – and to underline its support to the school – Point and
Sandwick Trust arranged for ‘time lapse’ pictures to be taken of some
of the children who had posed so nicely when they were in P1, back
in 2011.
These new pictures were taken at the end of term in June by Sandie
Maciver of SandiePhotos and recreate the original ones by Leila
Angus of Brighter Still, who had been commissioned on the Sgoiltean
Ùra new schools project by Comhairle nan Eilean Siar.
In the girls’ picture, Beth Wordie and Isla Ross are pictured from
left to right, while Liam Macleod, Aiden Florence, Aiden Smith, Fraser
Cay and Billy Mackay (again left to right) are in the boys’ line-up.
Sandie also took a picture of the whole P7 class, as a final farewell.
Donald John MacSween, General Manager of Point and Sandwick
Trust, said it was great to see the pictures and said the community
wind farm charity had been pleased to help make a farewell party
possible for the class at the end of term, by giving £250 towards the
costs.
The donation had followed previous grants to the school which
helped fund a disability bike for a pupil and other resources including
Lego sets for play therapy. Point and Sandwick Trust have also given
a number of grants to Point FC and other youth groups, including the
Brownies.
Donald John MacSween said: “It’s hard to believe it’s seven years
since the new facility at Sgoil an Rubha was opened and it’s great to
see these new photos of the children which recreate the ones taken
when they were in P1.”

Underlining PST’s commitment to the school, he said: “The grant
to help with the costs of their leavers’ party wasn’t the biggest award
in terms of monetary value but it’s so important to us to be able to
support the school and the young people in any way we can.”
Refl ecting on the last seven years at Sgoil an Rubha, Principal
Teacher Anne Macphail said: “We were quite apprehensive about all
coming together from Knock, Bayble and Aird. We were all used to

our wee school but I don't think any of us would look back.
“We were all so excited to get a brand new school. It was a very
happy day.”
These pupils who were moving into The Nicolson were, she said,
“very aware that they were the fi rst who went through the school”,
adding: “This group have been absolutely fantastic. They’ve been an
excellent year group.”
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£1000
raised
for
kidney
charity
F

ishermen in Stornoway clubbed together
with Islander Shellfish on the Cromwell
Street quayside to raise £1000 for the Western
Isles Kidney Patient Association.
On Friday August 31st Angus 'Texie' MacLeod,
Chairman of the WIKPA was joined by association
member Alena Morrison to collect the cheque from
business owner Ronnie Scott and Ted Maciver,
of FV Prevail representing the eight boats which
participated in the fundraiser.
The other boats and skippers were Heather Isle,
Murdo Murray; Sheigra, Peter Macdonald; Our
Pride, Adam McCLemens; Kaylana, Kevin Munro;
Rival II, Finlay Macdonald; Angie Campbell, Wave
Crest; and Siarach, D.C. Morrison.
Each contributed elements of their catches and
these were sold through Islander Shellfi sh to raise
the cash.

Labour leader talks of new election soon
By James Mackinnon

A

new General Election could be on its way soon, said
Scottish Labour Leader Richard Leonard during a visit to
the Western Isles in August.

The Western Isles Labour Party recently selected Alison
MacCorquodale, from North Uist, as their candidate for the
upcoming General Election.
Mr Leonard said: “The reason that we have selected someone
so early to be the Labour candidate for the Western Isles is
because we think there is a possibility of their being a snap
general election this year.
“The government will have to pass their Brexit deal through
parliament, a vote they are unlikely to win.”
“I’m delighted that Alison has been selected as our candidate
because she is someone who lives and works here, she
understands the issues of these communities, so well. I’ve been
really impressed with her in the couple of days we have spent
going around speaking to people and visiting communities.”
While on the islands Mr Leonard visited the West Harris Trust.
On the topic of Community Ownership of land he said, “My
opinion is that the way we will rebuild the Scottish economy in
the long term is by looking at how we can build the economy
from the bottom up and how we can invest money directly into
the community.”
“The west Harris community trust is an example of this. When
the community was given more power, it was able to achieve
investment in new housing, develop tourism and provide better
community facilities.”
Listening to the opinions of locals during his time in Lewis,
concerns over the Stornoway to Ullapool ferry service were
regularly raised. It has recently been brought to the public’s
attention that CalMac’s eight year lease of the MV Loch Seaforth
from Lloyds Banking Group, through government body CMAL,
will cost a total of £68 million.
“There is an overwhelming argument that there is no role
for the private sector to play in the fi nancing of public sector
projects such as the Loch Seaforth. In order to provide a return to
Lloyd’s shareholders, money will inevitably be taken away from
reinvestment into the route.”
Mr Leonard also discussed the unreliability of the ferry service.
“There used to be two ferries operating on this route, albeit one of
them was freight. If a second ferry is to be seen on this route, new
investment will be required.”

Mr Leonard made clear that such investment would only be
seen under a Labour Government. “You have the Conservatives
who favour continued austerity, you’ve got the SNP who
published in May their growth commission report that revealed
if there was to be an independent Scotland it would require a
decade of austerity and public sector deficit reduction, and on the
other hand you’ve got a Labour Party that is saying, we want to
invest, we think the experiment with austerity has been a failure.”
“We will set aside £70 billion over a 10-year period for a
transformational investment programme, some of that money
would be available for investment into island ferry routes.
Coming to the Western Isles I have seen for myself that people
here are looking for investment in this area.”
Mr Leonard also emphasised the importance of adequate fibre
optic coverage.
“For me if I turn on my tap I expect water to come out, if I
switch on an electric socket I expect the light to come on, and if
I switch on my laptop I expect to get broadband access, the fact
that people don’t get that is a failure of the people who have been
charged with providing it.”
In May Cabinet Secretary for Rural Economy, Fergus Ewing,
spoke of the huge successes of the Scottish Governments fibre
optic roll out. But many island communities including parts of the
West Side, Uig and Stornoway remain unconnected.
“Fergus Ewing regularly tells us how well they are doing with
broadband coverage, but that’s no comfort if you live somewhere
you can’t get the service. The more remote communities must be
a priority for fibre optic and not just an afterthought.”
Late in August Brexit Secretary Dominic Raab made it clear that
the Conservative party were “ready to deliver a no-deal Brexit,” a
position that Mr Leonard said, “beggars belief.”
Mr Leonard described the implications that such a Brexit deal
could have to island industry. “Stornoway Black Pudding is a
practical application of the dangerous changes that could be seen
in the event of a no deal. The European Union protection which
Stornoway Black pudding currently gets could be jeopardised if
there was to be no intermediate arrangements on anything.”
“The immediate task is to make sure we get a deal but it
needs to be a deal that gives us continued alignment with the
single market, we believe it’s a deal that should allow for a new
customs arrangement to be struck so that all trade with Europe
can continue in a barrier-free way, allowing, among other things,
livestock sales to remain unaffected.”
Rhoda Grant, Richard Leonard and Alison MacCorquodale
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FROM ST KILDA TO ORKNEY
By Annie Delin

T

wo St Kilda mailboats have been discovered
washed up on the shores of Orkney, within
days of the 88th anniversary of the island’s
evacuation.
The last inhabitants of St Kilda, or Hirta, were
taken off by boat on August 29th 1930. They
included 15 children, the last of whom, Rachel
Johnson (née Gillies) died in 2016.
Since 1930, tourists, researchers, National
Trust for Scotland (NTS) volunteers and Ministry
of Defence staff have been the main visitors to
the island, with day-trips run from Harris and
small cruise ships making the island a stopping
point. Launching a ‘St Kilda mailboat’ – a floating
container containing postcards or messages – is a
regular ritual for visitors.
In the last week of August two of the mailboats
were reported discovered in Orkney. A hand-built
wooden catamaran-style arrived in pieces, one
part discovered on July 31st and another on August
18th. Both had been launched by members of an
NTS work party in June this year as they left the
island with Harris-based Kilda Cruises.
The pieces were found by walkers on South
Ronaldsay and Sanday in Orkney, but the central
section containing the actual mail from the group is
still missing. Work party volunteer Charlotte Barry
said: “We launched the mailboat as our work party
left St Kilda at dawn on Wednesday 13th June. We

were running ahead of a severe south westerly and
just got back to Leverburgh in time. Inside the
mailboat were our postcards (stamped and all!) so
we hope someone fi nds the rest of the boat and
posts them back to us!”
There was better luck for a mailboat launched
from Kilda Cruises’ vessel MV Hirta by dayvisitor Hannah Foster, on a trip organised by St
Kilda enthusiast Alasdair MacEachan. Housed
in a plastic container with a buoy attached, the
collection of stamped postcards went into the
water off Boreray on August 10th and were found
by dedicated beach-comber Martin Gray at Birsay
in Orkney on Monday (27th August).
Martin said: “The end of a 40+ year quest today
when I stumbled across a St Kilda Mailboat ashore
in Birsay. The Mailboat was launched from the
MV Hirta just off Boreray on 10/08/18: 125 statute
miles from where it washed up (though Lewis is in
the way of a direct passage so perhaps closer to
150 miles travelled). The finder was asked to write
on the stamped and addressed postcards saying
where & when found. This done I dutifully posted
them all onwards.”
Of the many St Kilda mailboats launched every
summer, only a handful are reported found. Winds
and currents infl uence the direction and speed
they travel and they can land anywhere around the
Atlantic. Earlier this year a mailboat launched in
2005 was found in Norway, 12 years after being
cast adrift.

Orkney mailboat find

Transport display gets aid boost
W

estern Isles Transport Preservation Group celebrated
a major landmark in August over their planned
transformation of the old fish factory at Marybank – having
been awarded a certificate from building control for the first
phase of the work, with the help of Point and Sandwick Trust.

Preservation Group – and that the offi ce and meeting space would
also be a useful facility for the Marybank community and beyond.

The building, formerly owned by McConnells, was bought by the
Transport Preservation Group in 2010 and they ultimately hope to
turn it into a Transport Heritage Centre for the Western Isles.

The group still hope to realise their dream of turning the building
as a whole into a Transport Heritage Centre, but that would involve
“huge” sums of money, said James, and would depend on whether
they could make a successful bid to the Heritage Lottery, among
others.

“There is a lot of interest in these old vehicles and the Transport
Preservation Group have ambitious plans for a Heritage Centre,
which we are sure would be a popular attraction."

Plans have been drawn up for the transformation of the whole
building but they are so extensive and costly that the group decided
to tackle the project in phases.

They also hope to buy a MacBraynes bus they have been offered
– refurbished and in working order, if they can raise enough money.

However, they ran out of time and money at the same time, as
some initial improvements were still needed but the planners were
refusing to give them any more extensions to their building warrant.
That’s when community wind farm charity Point and Sandwick
Trust came to their aid with a grant of more than £7,000 to buy what
was necessary for completion of the first phase.
Now they are looking forward to hosting a winter programme of
social evenings, open to the public, after building control signed off
on phase one, which involved the creation of offi ce space, a public
meeting area, cafeteria space, a kitchen and toilets.
This part of the building equates to around 20 per cent of the overall
footprint – but Transport Preservation Group Chair James Macleod
said it was a major step forward as it was now fully compliant with
regulations, allowing them to open it to the public.
This means they can open out their winter social evenings – held on
the third Wednesday of every month at 8pm, beginning September –
to anyone who is interested, whereas previously it was only members
of the group who were allowed in.

Great line-up of vehicles for the Western Isles
Transport Preservation Group motor show at
Tong community centre on Saturday August 11th

However, the building is already a treasure trove of old vehicles
and other artefacts with interesting stories behind them.
James Macleod gave photographer Sandie Maciver of SandiePhotos, a
tour round the improvements funded by PST

James said the donation from Point and Sandwick Trust allowed
them to buy heaters, install a hearing loop and intercom, improve the
kitchen and cafeteria area, and also install fire alarms.

There are a couple of Leyland Leopards, an old Kenneth Mackenzie
van which delivered the tweeds in the 1950s and an old engine from
the former whaling station in Harris, which Leverhulme had taken up
to the castle only for it to be later dismantled and buried around the
Castle Grounds. The parts were unearthed many years later and put
back together again in working order.

James said: “We had applied for a number of extensions but the
work was never complete and we were being warned by building
control that they weren’t prepared to give us any more extensions.
We didn’t know where to turn for completing the work and we were
within days of the deadline, when Point and Sandwick Trust came to
our aid. We were panicking, thinking, ‘how on earth can we do this
before they cut us off?"

The building has also become a valuable asset for the wider
community. Part of it is already hired out for storage – it has proved
ideal for boats.

Donald John MacSween, general manager of Point and Sandwick
Trust, said they were more than happy to help Western Isles Transport

The Transport Preservation Group have a website
www.witpg.org.uk – and a Facebook page, @witpg2000.

The group also have a lot of knowledge from the past and were
able, for example, to help author Colin Tucker recently when he was
researching material for the book about Mitchell’s garage and bus
business, which was launched by Acair on 3 September.
–
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Huge crowd for Mitchell’s
Garage book launch
By Fred Silver

‘I

t was mobbed’ is a description more often applied to a
social club viewing of a football game than a book launch…
but as people poured into the Caladh Inn on the evening of
Monday September 3 for publisher Acair’s latest event, it was
clear the Garry Ballroom conference suite was not going to be
big enough.

Hotel staff hurriedly threw open the sliding doors to the Tonga
Lounge and brought in a host of additional chairs from across the
corridor.
This was the launch of ‘Mitchell’s – the story of a Stornoway
family’s garage and bus business’ by Back-based author Colin Tucker.
Matching the crowd on the fl oor was a line-up of speakers
including Malcolm ‘Kiwi’ Macleod and ‘Tom’ Maciver.
Kiwi explained the signifi cance of the occasion. In its day,
Mitchells Garage was the apogee of employment in Stornoway,
something that everyone aspired to, “the Arnold Clark of the Western
Isles”. Another speaker, Calum Maclellan, explained how when he

applied for a job there were 42 applicants and only two got jobs.
The book is far more than a company or personal history, giving
a direct insight into life over much of a century in Stornoway, how
people lived and travelled, and in what ways they worked. And
there’s page after page of photographs, some of which have never
been seen before, or have long been forgotten about.
The launch event also refl ected the ‘family’ of Stornoway with
shared memories and laughter as speakers ranged across the
activities of Ian Mitchell, who sadly died suddenly at his home in
Matheson Road, aged 83, only a couple of months after work on the
book began. Ian succeeded his father John in running the business
– and John made the headlines in the 1930s when he fought the
Stornoway Trust all the way to the House of Lords over the site the
garage later occupied at the corner of Matheson Road and Bayhead.
Chris Mitchell told the crowd how he first learned about the House
of Lords battle while studying in Glasgow – and how his father had
been unfamiliar with many of the details until he had been able to
get a summary of the case prepared from surviving legal records.
Speakers explained how recordkeeping had not been a priority

Mitchell's bus station on Cromwell Street Quay

Mitchell's garage from the air, today this is the site of Spar/Manor filling station
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Agnes Rennie, Malcolm ‘Kiwi’ Macleod, Chris Mitchell, Colin Tucker, Calum Maclellan and ‘Tom’ Maciver on the platform
Ian Mitchell as a young man

for John Mitchell, which was a contrast with the meticulous
recordkeeping and planning of Ian, which extended to the detail of
foreign trips to places like Istanbul, retailed by Kiwi, or the planning
associated with Classic Car Club trips in recent years.
Agnes Rennie, manager of Acair, recalled how Ian had approached
the company to get a book done and explained how Acair was a
Scottish charity which actually made a priority of publishing books
like this. Agnes also praised the Caladh Inn which provided the
facilities for the launch event for free, refl ecting the role which the
hotel restaurant had played in Iain’s life in recent years.
Colin Tucker explained how in October 2016 Ian had contacted
him about having a book written, and he had met Ian and Chris for the
project to be explained. “For almost the next two years, I was living
Mitchell’s.” It had been anticipated that Ian would have provided a
lifetime of information but sadly died only a couple of months later.
Nonetheless, with the records available left behind by Ian and the
files of the Stornoway Gazette in the library in Stornoway, along with
memories of former employees, it was possible to continue.
‘Kiwi’ shared a wide range of memories – saying he mostly got
to know Ian after he retired in 1995, apart from one incident when
as a 15-year-old he applied to be a mechanic at Mitchell’s and was
rejected having, amongst other things, revealed he did not know the
difference between a two-stroke and four-stroke engine. He recalled
the day that Mitchell’s closed and how he was there when Ian turned
the key for the last time. He praised Ian’s work with the Stornoway
Rotary Club and emphasised how Ian had treated everyone, whatever
their status, in the same way and described with reverence the
personal presence which he had.
‘Tom’ explained how he had worked for Mitchell’s from the age
of 15-30, leaving in 1981, having started on £3 a week. He praised
the turnout at the launch and said it was a testament to Ian’s impact
across all of Lewis and Harris. He also recalled Ian’s generosity to
a retiring employee, Kenny ‘Keose’, who was presented with the
surprise present of new Vauxhall car.
Calum, who started in 1973 at the garage, recalled how the
inspection pits for cars and buses in the original premises on Bayhead
had been fl ooded at times of very high tides and needed baling out.
But this stopped when the garage was rebuilt. He recalled how Ian
had been so concerned about the risks of damage to customers’
cars that he obtained boiler suits with rubber buttons to avoid the
paintwork being scratched.
The book is available from Acair, the Baltic Bookship and on-line,
priced at £15…and worth every penny of that, everyone at the launch
event agreed!
(For any cove or blone who has followed the prolonged debate
about what to do about parking in the narrowest part of Church
Street, there is in the book an intriguing snippet – the first proposal
to ban heavy traffic from that part of the street was made to the town
council in 1948. As a comparison, modern China did not exist in
1948, being still riven by civil war, and has in less time, grown from
chaos to be the second biggest economy in the world.)

Mitchell's Staff in 1946
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Trusts
launch Joint
M
Projects Fund

Fashioning a new course!

C

ommunity landowner The Stornoway Trust
and community wind farm charity Point
and Sandwick Trust have come together to
form an Interim Joint Committee to make grant
awards to projects using money generated by
Beinn Ghrideag Wind Farm.

The fund, which is derived from the wind farm’s
Community Benefit Agreement with the Stornoway
Trust, will be administered by a Joint Committee
with representatives from both community trusts
and will focus on creating and supporting projects
across the Stornoway Trust Estate.
The new Projects Fund has been opened with a
transfer of £82,000 to Stornoway Trust from Point
and Sandwick and this will be supplemented in
the future by annual payments of around £40,000
from the profits of the wind farm which began
generating in 2015.
Stornoway Trust Chairman Norman A Maciver said:
“By working together we hope that future recipients of
the fund will realise and value the benefits partnership
working can bring to our community.”
Point and Sandwick Trust General Manager
Donald John MacSween said: “We are delighted
to be working with Stornoway Trust in setting up
this new Joint Projects Fund which can benefit the
whole of the Stornoway Trust area.
“We feel very positive about this new partnership
and would like to thank the Factor and Trustees of
Stornoway Trust for working with us to get the fund
to the stage where it can now be launched.”
Point and Sandwick Trust Chairman Norman
Mackenzie said: “The creation of this Joint Projects
Fund is a very positive development and shows
how community organisations can work together to
make a difference for their communities, particularly
in these times of restricted public funding.
“As one of the PST representatives on the board,
I look forward to working with Stornoway Trust
colleagues and delivering exciting new projects in
the future.”
Factor of The Stornoway Trust, Iain Maciver,
added: “It is hoped those applying for financial
assistance will explore other funding avenues to
help maximise the leverage this new fund can bring
to their projects.”
The fund is launched with immediate effect. For
further information and how to apply for funding,
interested parties should contact Stornoway Trust at
enquiries@stornowaytrust.org.uk

Pyrotechnics
success!
A

pyrotechnics
amnesty
at
Stornoway
Coastguard station on Saturday September 1st
has been hailed a success, with out-of-date flares
and marine pyrotechnics many years old handed
in for safe disposal.
Coastguard offi cer Carl Taylor said: “Very many
thanks to all who came to the Coastguard Station in
Stornoway yesterday to hand in out of date flares.
We had a busy few hours and by the end of the day
we had over 300 items handed in, some of which
were over 30 years old!”
Occasional ‘amnesties’ for the handing in of
fl ares and other marine explosives are aimed at
helping working mariners who may find Saturday
a convenient day to clear out-of-date supplies, but
Stornoway Coastguard offi cers are happy to make
arrangements for anyone who still finds flares for
disposal after the event is over.

onday September 3 was another landmark
day for Lews Castle College with the first
group of students joining the new National
Certificate course in Fashion Design and
Manufacture.
This course offers students the opportunity to
explore their creative side through a range of
specially delivered units of study that prepare them
for progression into a creative discipline of your
choice.
The college says: “You will develop an
understanding and basic skills in the areas of
fashion design and garment manufacture.
“You will also have an opportunity to undertake
a range of specialist units including units on Harris
Tweed which will enable you to develop the basic
skills required to seek employment at trainee level
in the clothing manufacture, design and retail
sectors and also give you the option of progressing
to further study at SCQF levels 7 and 8, in particular
to HNC/HNDs in fashion design and manufacture.
The course is led by local designer Netty Sopata
(of Diggory Brown fame), who has just joined the
college’s academic staff. Also involved is weaver
Sheila Roderick, from Scalpay, who was deeply
involved in the training and setting up of Uist

Wool in Grimsay, and whose own products have
featured in several major international movies.
She is teaching the Harris Tweed modules.
The students have a variety of industrial
machines available to them – so they can take

products through from basic design techniques to
actually making the products they have thought of.
For more details, get in touch with leadmissions@
uhi.ac.uk or check out the course on: http://bit.ly/
lccfashion

Hopes for work on ancient church
A

steady stream of people attended the open
day at Eaglais na h-Aoidhe (St Columba's
Ui Church) on Saturday 11th August.
Organised by Urras Eaglais na h-Aoidhe, the
event gave people the chance to come and see this
beautiful medieval church, wander round the old
graveyard and discuss the trust’s future plans with
the Trustees.
The Trust is hoping that additional work will
be done by other agencies to protect the ancient
graveyard from further erosion by the sea. In
addition, the graveyard faces damage from rabbits
which have grown in numbers.
The next stage is to restore the graveyard and
mausoleums; and there are hopes of further work to
restore the Western Chapel and protect the eastern
end of the church as well.
Meanwhile this year’s Colm Cille Lecture,
organised by Urras Eaglais na h-Aoidhe, is to be by
Andrew P. MacLeod.
His topic is “18, 19 or 21? Speculations on the
MacLeod chiefs buried at Aoidh”. Mr MacLeod was
born in Perth and is a descendant of the MacLeods
of Skye. His father was in the Royal Engineers and
as a child Andrew spent time in Malaya, Kenya,
Aden and Malta before his family settled in Kent.
From there he completed his education and settled
in Newcastle in 1991.
Andrew’s father joined the Clan MacLeod
Society in the mid-1960s, eventually becoming
President first of that Society and then (1990-1998)
of the Associated Clan Macleod Societies (ACMS,
the ‘governing body’ of the Clan MacLeod Societies
around the world).
Andrew’s interest in genealogy was whetted
by the fi ve volumes of “The MacLeods – The
Genealogy of a Clan” (MGC) that were published
from 1968-1976. However, he says: “It became
an obsession once I realised that those published
accounts contained many errors (especially the
last two volumes, covering the MacLeods of Lewis
and their cadets), which led me not only to try
to understand how the accounts had become so
erroneous, but also to try to correct them”.

Call the Ops room on 01851 702013 and ask to
make arrangements for safe disposal.

He was involved in producing the revised 1990
edition of MGC IV (on the MacLeods of Lewis
and of Raasay). He also wrote an article in “The
Ancestry of Leod” for the Clan MacLeod Magazine
in 2000.

And Carl added: “If you should find any marine
pyrotechnics whilst out on our shorelines please
don’t be tempted to touch them, let the professionals
do it. Dial 999 and ask for the Coastguard.

Since 2014 Andrew has been the Genealogy Coordinator for ACMS. He has continued his research
into the Clan MacLeod, but also found that his
interest has expanded beyond the MacLeods to

cover many other clans, focussing mainly on the
origins and early generations of the clans of the
western Highlands and Islands.
The lecture is on Friday 7th September in Ionad

Stoodie, Garrabost.
The doors will be open from 6.30pm, so come
early to meet Andrew and catch-up with people.
The lecture will start at 7.30pm.
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Fund which they invested, alongside personal
savings, into the first phase of remodelling the
property.
Now, the owners, husband and wife, Stella
and Alan, and two of their children, Aidan, a
blacksmith, and daughter Angharad, a jeweller
in her spare time, have created two customer
galleries and installed a small commercial
kitchen and coffee shop.

Outer Hebrides Business Gateway and the Prince’s Trust are delivered
locally through Comhairle nan Eilean Siar’s Economic Development
OUTER HEBRIDES BUSINESS GATEWAY is a Comhairle based service
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FAMILY MOULD NEW FUTURE BY
FIRING UP FORMER POTTERY

All the family use the 700sqm workshop
to produce a range of art including ceramics,
glass suncatchers and jewellery to display and
sell, with the eventual plan being to rent out
workshop space to other artists and run art and
craft seminars to generate additional income.
Stella said: “Coll Pottery was a very
important employer and exporter on Lewis
but the business ceased trading in 2008 and
the buildings were left to wrack and ruin.
When we first came to see it there was water
cascading through the ceiling, which had also
partially collapsed. It was like a damp Egyptian
tomb! Alan said it was all just cosmetic so we
took the plunge and signed the deeds. Builders
helped patch up the buildings last winter, and
over the spring we set to work creating a space
that was not only practical for all the family but
attractive to visitors.”
Having moved to Uist with the Army, Alan
and Stella set up home in Stoneybridge. On
leaving the Army in 1991, Alan established
Uist Crafts to sell the cold cast sculpted Celtic
giftware and Hebridean cottages and local
wildlife ornaments he made.
When their youngest child went to school,
Stella, who met her husband while working
for the MOD in London, learnt how to fuse
glass and launched Solus Studio Glass in 2003,
producing glass and recycled glass art.

Aidan, Angharad, Alan and Stella Whittle, Coll Pottery Craft Centre

O

ne of the most famous potteries on
the Outer Hebrides has re-opened its
doors after being brought back to life by a
family of local artists.

Coll Pottery, whose figures were once famous
across the globe, had lain derelict for 10 years
before the Whittle family decided to relocate

from South Uist and re-purpose the space on
the Isle of Lewis for their own use.
With help from Business Gateway Outer
Hebrides, the family secured £20k from the
EU-funded European Regional Development
Fund’s Grants for Growth scheme and a further
£10k from the Comhairle’s Revolving Loan

She said: “When Aidan decided to become
a blacksmith full-time, we realised the small
workshop that Alan and I used wasn’t big
enough so we started to look for larger
premises. We had gone to look on Skye but
turned to Business Gateway Outer Hebrides to
see if there was help available that would allow
us to stay here. Their advice and support with
our funding applications was invaluable. They
also helped us access 1:1 support from a digital
expert through the DigitalBoost programme
which has dragged me into the digital age.
If Business Gateway hadn’t helped us we
wouldn’t still be living in the Outer Hebrides
and Coll Pottery would still be falling down.”
Derek Maclean, Business Gateway, said: “So
many people in Lewis have connections with
Coll Pottery. We are delighted that the Whittle
family saw the potential in buying over the
business and have established themselves in
Coll. They have great plans for the pottery that
will help establish the name once again in the
world of art and could ultimately create new
employment opportunities as it grows.”
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Do you have an idea for a business that
could make a difference? Firstport will be
visiting Stornoway this autumn so please get in
touch if you’re interested in chatting to them
about the funding and support available to help
you get started.
To find out more, or to reserve a meeting
with Firstport, contact Kirsty Penman on 0131
558 2724.

PITCHING SKILLS
WORKSHOP
A workshop on Pitching Skills is being
delivered through Highlands and Islands
Enterprise and the Entrepreneurial Academy in
Stornoway on 19 September. The session will
be useful to early stage or young entrepreneurial
companies with growth potential, business
people who want to equip themselves with the
skills, knowledge and tools to accelerate their
growth and to entrepreneurs with ambition to
scale their business.
To find out more, and to book your place,
visit www.hie.co.uk/about-hie/events

TIME RUNNING
OUT TO APPLY GRANTS FOR GROWTH
Grants for Growth is a business development
scheme funded by Comhairle nan Eilean Siar
and European Regional Development Fund
(ERDF). The scheme is aimed at businesses
based in the Outer Hebrides, in key sectors,
with significant plans for growth (increasing
annual turnover by at least £50,000 within
three years and creating employment). The
following funding streams are available:
1. Funding to allow access to specialist
support related to growth activity – up to
£2,000 and up to 70% of eligible costs.
2. Funding for significant growth or
diversification, which will result in new jobs –
up to £20,000 and up to 50% of eligible costs.
Businesses must have been trading for at least
three months to be eligible to apply. Subject to
funding, the scheme will run until the end of
2018 so please let us know as soon as possible
if you are interested in making an application.
To find out more, please contact the
Business Gateway office on 01851 822775 or
businessgateway@cne-siar.gov.uk

Find out how Business Gateway Outer
Hebrides can help your business by visiting
www.bgateway.com/westernisles or call 01851
808240.

FIRSTPORT
Firstport is Scotland’s development agency
for start-up social enterprise. Since 2007 they
have been working with individuals to test,
refine and grow their ideas into viable social
businesses. They do this by providing a full
package of support that includes specialist
business support, seed funding, practical
resources and connections.

Find us on Facebook – search for Business Gateway Outer Hebrides
Online Local Business Directory – go to: www.businesshebrides.co.uk
Alan and Stella at work in their studio
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Book launch for ‘Flesherin Bard’
M

ore than 150 people packed
Ionad Stoodie at Knock on Point
on Friday 10th August as the ‘Flesherin
Bard’ Willie John Campbell saw a book
of his work published by Stornoway
publishers Acair.
Earlier the company said it was
“delighted to publish 'Bàrdachd Uilleam
Iain Caimbeul / Poems of Willie John
Campbell (Willie Teddy)'.
“This bilingual book compiles many
of Willie Teddy's most-loved poems, and
touches upon a wide variety of subjects.
“This is not just a book for the people
of Point, it is one that will inspire all of us
who feel a strong sense of loyalty to our
language, our culture and our roots,” states
retired educationist Matthew MacIver from
Portnaguran in his introduction.

home, songs of longing and songs that will
make you laugh out loud – they are all here,
written in Willie John’s very personal style
and this book now shares them with a new
generation.”
There were songs from a variety of people
and music from John ‘Tonkan’ Macdonald,
followed by tea, coffee and home baking
and the chance to buy the book. A long
queue formed at the end of the event to get
copies of the book signed by Willie John
Campbell himself.
Agnes Rennie, the manager of Acair,
said the company welcomed the chance
to publish works of this sort, to make sure
that the community had access to its own
writing. She said that “since Day One”
Acair had been working with writers in
the community “who have a very special
place in the community and whose writing

“Love songs, songs that praise his island

should be recorded and have a place in
published form.”
Willie John Campbell was born in
December 1938, and educated at Aird
School, The Nicolson Institute and the
newly founded Lews Castle College where
he studied Navigation. His father – who
had worked in Canada for many years - was
from Portnaguran and his mother from Uig

– they ran a shop in Flesherin. Willie John
was at sea in the Merchant Navy for many
years.
'Bàrdachd Uilleam Iain Caimbeul /
Poems of Willie John Campbell (Willie
Teddy)' is now available on www.
acairbooks.com and through the Baltic
Bookshop. It will also be available through
Buth an Rubha at Knock.
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the linda norgrove foundation

Foundation aids surgery for women, girls
T

he Linda Norgrove Foundation has just received a
funding application from the French Medical Institute
for Mothers and Children in Kabul to fund major surgery for
disadvantaged children and vulnerable women from rural
areas of Afghanistan.
The charity explains: “This hospital which provides top-notch
healthcare, has requested funds to operate on eight girls suffering
from cardiac, orthopaedic and other diseases, and five women
with severe gynaecological problems.
“The criteria for patients are that they come from remote areas,
are in absolute need of treatment which is not possible in their
home province, and who can’t afford to pay for it themselves.
“It’s all free and, as they come from different provinces all over
Afghanistan, they will live, with their accompanying relative, for
as long as necessary at the Pavilion, a friendly and peaceful home
specially set up for this purpose.
“All their ’social’ expenses will be paid for such as transport,
accommodation, food, pyjamas, hygiene products and small
consumables. Follow-up treatment will also be covered with
patients monitored for at least one year after their operation.”
Last year the Linda Norgrove Foundation paid for treatment for
11-year-old Madina who was suffering from contracture of the
left arm joint following a severe burn that also caused atrophy

of her hand.
“Her father has eight children but only earns £70 a month so
could not afford to pay for a surgery costing £389. Her operation
was successful, she can now use her arm in the way she used
to, and we consider this a very good use of your, our supporters,
donations.”
The hospital also provides post-graduate training for female
medical students. There is a shortage of female doctors in
Afghanistan and this impacts on women’s health. It’s culturally
diffi cult for many women to be allowed to be helped by a male
doctor, especially with gynaecological issues, and this results in
the highest level of maternal birth mortality in the world. This
is one reason that this year the Foundation will be paying the
university fees for 36 Afghan women to study to become doctors.
If you would like to help, please take part in the annual Linda
Norgrove Foundation 10k walk/run on Saturday 29th September
around the Bhaltos Peninsula over in Uig. You don’t have to
be a runner to join in though there will be those who will be
speeding round the peninsula hoping for a personal best and
the fi rst 10 men and fi rst 10 women to cross the fi nish line will
receive LNF medals. However, you can also go at a more leisurely
pace, encourage your family and friends to join you, and bring
your dog if you are walking. Entry will be £10 (children free),
there will be event t-shirts for sale, and complimentary food to

follow. You can sign up by post, on the day, or on-line at www.
lindanorgrovefoundation.org and do look out for updates on the
Foundation’s Facebook page.
Run by volunteers, the Foundation’s overheads are as low as is
possible so nearly all of the proceeds from this eighth 10K event
will be used to help women and children affected by the ongoing
war in Afghanistan.

THE LINDA NORGROVE
FOUNDATION 10K
SATURDAY 29TH SEPTEMBER 2018
RUN OR WALK around the
BHALTOS PENINSULA, UIG
12 NOON START REEF BEACH
ENTRY £10, children free
EVENT T-SHIRTS FOR SALE,
COMPLIMENTARY FOOD
www.lindanorgrovefoundation.org

Artificial Intelligence and religion
The talk, discussing Artificial Intelligence in the context of religion,
will take place from 7-9pm at the Lewis Retirement Centre.

By James Mackinnon

o]Yj]Ydkgfgo
gfLoall]j
Yf\>Y[]Zggc
6+2:¶1¶6+,1(6+2:2)&/$66,&
$1'3(5)250$1&(9(+,&/(6
6DWXUGD\WK6HSWHPEHU
/HZLV&DU&OXE¶VODVWVKRZ¶Q¶VKLQHRIWKHVHDVRQIRU
&ODVVLFDQG0RGHUQSHUIRUPDQFHFDUVDQG&ODVVLFDQG0RGHUQ
0RWRUELNHVDQGXQXVXDODQG³UDWYHKLFOHV´&UHHG3DUN
0RWRUVSRUWIDFLOLW\RQWKH/RFKVURDGPLGGD\XQWLO3RUNLHV
*ULOODQG)LVKEDUZLOOEHRQVLWHZLWKVRPHGHOLFLRXVOXQFKDQG
VQDFNV
IXHOYRXFKHUIRUEHVWFDURUPRWRUF\FOHRIWKHVKRZ
IXHOYRXFKHUIRUEHVW&ODVVLFDQG0RGHUQ0RWRUELNH
SUH¶VFDUSUHFDUDORQJZLWKPRGHUQ
SHUIRUPDQFHFDUDQGµUDWYHKLFOHV¶
$OOZLQQHUVZLOOEHFKRVHQE\IHOORZHQWUDQWV
DQGVSHFWDWRUVRQWKHGD\
9DULRXVRQWUDFNPRWRUVSRUWDFWLYLWLHVWKURXJKRXW
WKHDIWHUQRRQLQFOXGLQJGULIWLQJGHPRQVWUDWLRQV
7HDVFRIIHHVIRUWKHDGXOWVDQGMXLFHDQG
VZHHWVIRUWKHNLGVZLOOEHDYDLODEOHRQWKHGD\

$8727(676
WK6HSWHPEHU 6HSWHPEHU
VLJQRQDQG¿UVWFDUDZD\
6.<(5$//<&/8%&$11,&+5$//<7,0(75,$/
WK6HSWHPEHU

B

aha'i Rolf Schmidt returns to Lewis on Saturday 29th
Originally from the Netherlands, Rolf came to the Baha'i religion
September to deliver a public talk, organised by the Western
when he lived in Achnasheen, having been introduced to the faith
Isles Baha'i community.
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by a couple from Lewis. Now living near Inverness, he operates
whale and dolphin tour boats, and is currently the Chairman of the
Inverness Interfaith Group.

“As an engineer I feel particularly comfortable with the Baha’i
teaching that science and religion complement each other as two
ways of looking at the same reality”.
Rolf Schmidt developed a particular interest in Artificial
Intelligence, having fi rst worked with computers while studying
electronics at college in the 1980s.
Rolf said, “We will look at several examples of intelligent robots.
Some appear quirky and hilarious while others can seem decidedly
creepy.”

  
 Ǧ

“Some religious people consider the creation of A.I. to be
blasphemous because they see it as ‘playing God.’ At the same
time there are religions that embrace A.I. and welcome it into their
churches and temples.”

 

 Ǧǫ

This is not Rolf’s fi rst visit to the island, having previously given
talks on subjects including: Climate Change, Religion and the Media,
and World Citizenship.

    ǡ

“I have visited Lewis regularly over the years to meet with my
Baha’i friends there, and to deliver public talks and presentations on
topics related to the Baha’i Faith and Interfaith. “
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“Although I give these talks all over Scotland, Lewis is one my most
favourite places. On every occasion I have received a warm welcome
by an enthusiastic audience with a genuine interest leading to good
discussions. I look forward to my forthcoming visit.”

)LQGLQJWKHULJKWQXPEHUIRU\RXUFRXQFLOVHUYLFHV«
KOAL;@:G9J<&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&()0-).((-()
;MKLGE=JK=JNA;=&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&& ()0-).((-(*
=E=J?=F;QGMLG>@GMJK&&&&&&&&()0-)/()/(*
KG;A9DOGJCG>>A;=K2
KlgjfgoYq&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&()0-)0**/(0
LYjZ]jl&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&& ()0-1-(*1/+
:YdanYfa[`&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&& ()0/(.(,10,
;Ykld]ZYq&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&()0/)0)/*)/

:mkaf]kk?Yl]oYq&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&()0-)0**//@YjZgmjG^Ú[]'EYjaf]>m]dk&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&& ()0/(.(,11(
KlgjfgoYq:mkKlYlagf&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&()0-)/(,+*/
;gmf[adLYp&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&()0-).((-(*
JgY\kHYn]e]flk'Klj]]lDa_`laf_&&&&&&&&&&&()0-)0**.-.
;d]Yfkaf_K]jna[]k'J]^mk];gdd][lagf&&&&&&&&&&()0-)0**..1
J][q[daf_&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&()0-)/(11((
HdYffaf_ KlgjfgoYq!&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&()0-)0**.1(
HdYffaf_ :YdanYfa[`!&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&& ()0/(.(,11(

L=D=H@GF=<AJ=;LGJQ2%
ooo&[f]%kaYj&_gn&mc'ahk]jna[]l]d]h`gf]&Ykh
h`gf]&Ykh
]fimaja]k8[f]%kaYj&_gn&mc
ooo&[f]%kaYj&_gn&mc
9mlgeYl]\HYqe]flDaf](+((+*+(1((

9_GZYaj&
j&
Ogjcaf_Lg_]l`]j^gjl`]O]kl]jfAkd]k
]kl]jfAkd]k

06/09/18 - 03/10/18

www.hebevents.com

EVENTS SECTION TWO - Page B3

Shipwrecks of the Hebrides
by the Ancient Mariner

Clan MacQuarrie
T

he 31st of January 1953 is a date that still, to this day,
resonates with many coastal communities throughout
the UK because of the impact of one of the most devastating
storms ever experienced in this country.
Hundreds of people living on the East Coast of Britain lost
their lives as a deadly combination of a severe northerly gale
and a phenomenal tidal surge wreaked havoc all along the coast.
Flood defences from Yorkshire right down to Kent were unable
to withstand the severity of the mountainous seas resulting in
thousands of survivors being flooded out of their homes.
The storm originated in the Atlantic and hit the west coast of
Ireland on 30 January and then passed round the north coast
of Scotland and Orkney before funnelling down the North Sea,
driving a deadly mountain of water before it.
Apparently, warnings of " rather high tides" by the Dutch weather
authorities did not reach Britain as early warning weather systems were
not nearly as sophisticated as they are now. Many people in coastal
communities in Holland and Belgium also perished during the storm.

The historic rescue of the crew of the Clan MacQuarrie ranks
as one of the most amazing sea rescues in our country. The Clan
MacQuarrie was a 7,000 ton cargo vessel which was en route from
Dundee to Glasgow. She was built in 1942 and was originally
called the Ocean Wayfarer. After the war she was purchased by the
Clan Line from the MOWT. This was the Ministry of War Transport
which was a government department formed early in WW2 to
control transportation policy and resources. The Clan Line fleet had
distinctive funnel markings, black with two red bands divided by a
narrow black band. The Clan Line house fl ag was a rectangular red
flag bearing a white diamond with a red rampart in the centre.
Around midnight on 31 January, the Clan MacQuarrie ran aground
on rocks at the beach near Borve, west Lewis. The vessel was
subsequently driven further inshore due to the ferocity of the wind
and waves. Stornoway Coastguard were made aware of the situation
and the Life Saving Company or LSA, as it was also known, was
despatched to Borve.

Inevitably, there were casualties at sea but there was also
a remarkable rescue story in Lewis amongst the plethora of
tragic events emanating from the storm. The crew of the Clan
MacQuarrie which ran aground at Borve on the West side of Lewis
were all extremely lucky to be rescued but, for others, there were
no happy endings.

Interestingly enough, the Stornoway lifeboat was not on the scene
as it had been called out hours earlier to investigate flares spotted at
Rubha Hunnish, north west of Skye. The lifeboat searched the area
but nothing was found and they had to battle for six hours against the
gale to return to Stornoway. On arrival at Stornoway, the lifeboat was
refuelled and prepared for the horrendous trip round the Butt of Lewis
to Borve but fortunately it was decided that she would not be needed
at the scene of the shipwreck.

The greatest sea tragedy that day involved the passenger ferry
" Princess Victoria" which sailed between Stranraer and Larne in
Northern Ireland, but which sank in atrocious weather conditions
with the loss of 130 lives. Closer to home, tragedy struck in the
southernmost part of the Hebrides when the Fleetwood registered
trawler, " Michael Griffiths" sank seven miles south of Barra Head
with the loss of 13 crew.

Back at Borve, the LSA team went into action and fi red the first
rocket at 3am to try to connect the breeches buoy to the Clan
MacQuarrie but this effort failed. A second attempt was made to get
a line on board and although this was initially successful this line
was soon lost. It was then decided to delay another rescue attempt
until daylight as it was thought that there might be a better chance
of success then.

Naidheachdan

really looking forward to the two Great Runs both of
which will be shown live on BBC TV.”
Charles added “It was my wife Doreen who got me
interested in running. She had been running for
many years and was aware of its health benefits. She
quickly convince me to try running and I found that
I greatly enjoyed it. I soon wanted the challenge and
achievement of completing a Full Marathon (26.2
miles) which I succeeded in 1999. Since then I have
completed 10 Full Marathons including the London
Marathon, but my preferred distance now is the Half
Marathon (for sensible reasons as one gets older!).”

Charles enjoys running all year round and says his
training is going well aided by the support of his
beloved German Shephard, Cuilean, as can be seen in
the photo. Charles said “Cuilean enjoys running with
me and is good company on my long runs. It keeps us
both fit. My training has been going well and I have
been gradually building up my distance so that I’m
comfortable with a Half Marathon (13.1 miles). I’m

The breeches buoy rescue started around midday and by 3pm
all 66 members of the crew had been rescued safely. The last man
ashore was naturally the Captain, Denis De Vall, a veteran of 30
years at sea.
The Clan MacQuarrie remained firmly on the rocks for a further
two months until she was refloated on the spring tides. There were
hopes that she could be repaired but the damage was so severe
that it was decided that it was impossible to repair her and she
was broken up at Troon and sold for scrap.
However, on a positive note or as the old proverb goes, "It’s an ill
wind that blows no-one any good," the residents of Point garnered
a huge shellfish harvest in the aftermath of this severe northerly
gale. Thousands of clams, cockles and razorfish were washed
ashore when the ‘sands burst’ or in Gaelic, "bhrist an traigh." This
is an unusual occurrence when the sand or beach literally " bursts"
exposing the shellfish which normally live in the sand. According to
folk memory, the sand or banks burst when there is an exceptionally
severe north westerly gale but this happened with a north easterly
gale. The first sign that this unusual event had occurred was the
appearance of hundreds of seagulls on the Melbost and Branahuie
beach about midday on Sunday.
Shortly after midnight the fi rst villagers arrived to gather
the shellfish bounty from the beach. By Monday afternoon,
apparently, the ‘bush telegraph’ had sent word round the island
about the shellfi sh bonanza and an army of cars, vans and even
buses appeared from all over the the island to collect their share
of this wonderful harvest from the gale.

News from Comunn Eachdraidh Nis

Charles Runs for Ness!

It’s now only a matter of days to the first of the two
Great Runs by Charles Young of Fivepenny who is
fundraising in support of two great Ness charities,
Comunn Eachdraidh Nis and Eoropie Dunes
Playpark. The funds will be equally split between the
two charities. The first run is the Great North Run Half
Marathon which takes place on the 9th September in
Newcastle. The second event is the Great Scottish Run
Half Marathon taking place on the 30th September.

The breeches buoy is a device for ship to shore rescue that
consists of a canvas seat hung from a life belt, running on a
pulley system connecting the vessel to the shore by specially
strengthened ropes.

“Each year I choose a different charity to fundraise for.
In the past I have run to fundraise for Chest, Heart and
Stroke, Maggies’ Cancer Support, Arthritis Research,
Multiple Sclerosis and Guide Dogs. One interesting
charity I ran and fundraised for was the Scottish
Agricultural Benevolent Fund to support crofters and
farmers who were facing severe financial hardship
during the BSE crisis. I always wear the Guide Dogs’
running vest when I enter large events, even if I’m not
fundraising for them on that occasion, because it helps
raise their profile amongst the many spectators who
line the route.”
If you would like to donate in support of Charles’
fundraising runs for these two great Ness charities, a
Virgin Money Giving page has been set up:
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fund/
charlesrunsforness
Sponsorship forms will be available in the usual outlets
in the community. For more information, phone Shona
Morrison (GAIN) on 810 844 or Anne MacLeod at
CEN on 810 377.

CEN Vision 2020

Ri thighinn aig CEN
Soup & Pudding
for CEN funds
Sat 22nd September
Clan Macquarrie Hall
12-2pm
Adults £5
Children £3
CEN will be closed
on:
Wednesday 12th
September
Thursday 11th October
Friday 12th October

Leabhar Ainmean Àite
We are currently working on a book
of placenames which we expect to
publish early in the new year. If
anyone has photographs of village
wells and shielings that they would
be happy for us to use, we would
love to hear from you.
Contact 810 377 or
 
    
Mòran taing.
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Building our communities

Developing work skills for the young
By Katie Macleod

F

rom apprenticeships to workplace visits, initiatives to get
young people in the Western Isles ready for the world of
work are being implemented in a wide variety of ways.
It’s all part of the national policy known as Developing the Young
Workforce (DYW), which aims to better prepare children aged 3-18
for their working lives.
“It’s a national initiative, but there’s a lot going on locally,” says
Donald Macleod, Comhairle nan Eilean Siar’s Senior Education
Offi cer, adding that the work begins in nursery and progresses
through primary into secondary school.
“It’s getting children thinking earlier about what careers they want
to pursue, and the reason it’s skills-based as an approach is that the
careers they might go into may not even exist yet. It’s more about
giving them a whole suite of skills so they can be more equipped for
all sorts of professions in the future.”
At the primary level, Laxdale Primary School has implemented a
school-wide approach to incorporating DYW into the curriculum –
and it’s been so successful that Principal Teacher Mairi Macleod will
be speaking about their strategy at the Scottish Learning Festival in
Glasgow later this month.
“We’re getting pupils to think about their future, and thinking of
the skills that they have,” explains Mairi, who initially started the
scheme as part of the ‘Into Headship’ course at the Scottish College
for Educational Leadership. “It’s something the children really do
enjoy. I’ll be speaking about our journey at Laxdale, and if it can
help anyone else to get started, that’ll be great.”
It was in 2016 that Mairi began the Into Headship course, and
for the module ‘Leading A Change,’ she took the lead on designing
and implementing the DYW programme from nursery to Primary 7,
focusing on developing pupils’ skills and providing opportunities for
them to experience the world of work. After input from pupils and
parents, a DYW Launch event was held in the school in May 2017,
with a school-wide World of Work Day held the following month.
At the latter, more than 30 different representatives from industries
ranging from media to chemistry were in attendance, with stations
set up around the school to allow pupils to choose who to speak to.
“We had really positive feedback from the children, and from the

people who came in to speak. They commented on how much the
children knew, and the sensible questions they asked,” says Mairi of
the reaction to the event.
But DYW isn’t just confi ned to big annual events; it’s part of
everyday education in Laxdale. “We’ve very much done it as a
whole school approach, where all the classes have bought into it,
and we try to take DYW into projects throughout the year,” explains
Mairi. In the 2017-18 school session, one of those topics was
Stornoway Harbour, and for the DYW aspect of the subject, the aim
was to learn about STEM careers in and around the harbour. This
was done through speakers visiting the school, pupils visiting the
Port Authority, and having a STEM focused-week in school. As Mairi
says, “visiting workplaces allows the children to see jobs in real life,
jobs in action, rather than just hearing about them, and we try to get
all the classes doing that throughout the year.”
‘We’re giving them different experiences and exposing them to
different jobs in the local community,” she continues. For early years
pupils, that might look like visits from people in professions they’ll
already be aware of, such as medicine and the emergency services,
while older pupils will focus more on specific skills in certain roles.
“You have to adapt it, and it caters to all ages.”
Getting all ages ready for the world of work is a central tenet of the
DYW policy, and as pupils move into secondary school, they have
options to study for vocational qualifications, and even progress into
an apprenticeship when they do leave school.
The Comhairle’s apprenticeship programme was launched in 2017
and is run by Apprenticeship Manager Dolina Smith. It offers a mix of
Modern Apprenticeships, which are funded by Skills Development
Scotland (SDS), and Comhairle-funded apprenticeships run
independently from SDS. Some are posts within the Comhairle,
while others are in the private sector; the Isle of Harris Distillery, for
example, is currently advertising for an Apprentice Distiller.
Within the Comhairle’s apprenticeship scheme, Pupil Equity
Funding has been used this year to fund a number of posts for
Education Attainment and Gaelic Language Assistant Apprentices.
The Pupil Equity Fund is part of an overarching national strategy, the
Scottish Attainment Challenge, which requires each local authority
to implement measures which will address the attainment gap.
Money from the Fund is then allocated directly to schools, and can
be spent at the discretion of Head Teachers working in partnership

with their local authority.
For the 2017-18 period, the Western Isles received £1200 for every
school pupil registered for free school meals in P1 – S3. This year,
22 of the 24 schools in the Western Isles decided to work together
and pool their Pupil Equity Funding, and with the help of additional
money from the Comhairle, recruited 12 Education Apprentices
and six Gaelic Language Assistant Apprentices to work across these
schools to help close the attainment gap.
“The Gaelic Language Assistant Apprentices are delivering
support for the acquisition and learning of Gaelic language skills
within Gaelic Medium Education, while the Education Apprentices
are working across schools with targeted groups of pupils to improve
attainment in literacy and numeracy, but also to increase their
participation and engagement,” explains Donald. “For increasing
participation, it’s about giving them more opportunities to go to afterschool clubs, to take them out beyond the school. For engagement
it’s trying to provide ways to make them more interested and engaged
in their learning in class.”
Also new this year was an inclusive summer programme run by
the Education Attainment Apprentices in collaboration with the
Comhairle’s Community Learning and Development team. Across
the Western Isles, groups of young people who need extra help
with attainment and participation were given the opportunity to get
involved in a variety of activities for up to four days a week, with
lunch included. As Community Learning and Development Manager
Fiona Macinnes-Begg previously said, the summer programme “is
for those young people who, if they have a break of six weeks,
might regress slightly with their learning, so it’s about keeping them
involved, keeping them active over the holiday period.”
Whether tackling career stereotypes in children’s play at nursery
level, encouraging primary pupils to examine the skills involved in
their dream jobs, or helping young people earn qualifications while
working and learning on-the-job as apprentices, DYW is being
implemented at all levels of education in the Western Isles.
“It all fi ts together into a wider council strategy about
employability and the local economy,” says Donald. “We have to
fight depopulation, we have young people who want to stay, and we
want to make sure that there are avenues for them to do that, and that
there’s meaningful employment. That’s a big focus.”
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Building our communities
Horizons
are no limit for
Isles-based e-Sgoil
By James Mackinnon

T

he international provision of education is next on the agenda
for e-Sgoil following both local and national successes.

The e-Sgoil initiative was fi rst launched by Comhairle nan Eilean
Siar in August 2016. Its main aim then was to, “enhance equality
in terms of subject choice for all pupils, irrespective of geographic
location or which school they attended in the Western Isles.”
E -Sgoil head teacher Angus Maclennan explained performance
against this aim. “We are pretty well catered for in the islands now,
we’re teaching everything from fiddle and chanter to Advanced
Higher Maths, it’s very wide and varied.”
“E-Sgoil is also now able to offer Gàidhlig Medium education
to areas where it was previously unavailable. These areas include
Dornoch, Banchory, Perth and Nairn.”
It is now hoped that e-Sgoil’s existing model can be applied to an
international scale while still working alongside other local authorities to
achieve better equality of curriculum nationally. John Wilson, the CEO
of Ajenta, providers of the video conferencing system used by e-Sgoil
recently visited Stornoway. He commented that he could “see e-Sgoil’s
system working to educate people basically anywhere in the world.”
Mr Maclennan said, “As far as we are aware we are the only
centre of our kind offering this kind of interactive real time teaching,
as a result of this we have a lot of interest from around the world.
Inevitably other people are going to be doing something very similar
in the not-too-distant future, so what we’re trying to do is stay ahead
of the curve and look at other opportunities.”
E-Sgoil recently saw a worldwide response to advertised National
5 and Higher classes for Gaelic Learners and fluent speakers, “We
have had 26 or 27 applicants for this course. The most westerly of
these applicants was in New Mexico, a Mexican who is well on his
way to be fl uent and wants to do his higher learners with us and to
the east, we have someone from Hong Kong who has expressed an
interest in beginning to learn the language.”
The teaching of pupils in Scotland by teachers living abroad has
already demonstrated the practicality of such cross-border provision
of education, “We have a teacher that we employed in June who
since moved away from Scotland. She is now teaching 19 lessons a
week into Dunoon Grammar for us from her home in Spain.”
The potential opportunities for Gaelic education in America has
become a particular area of interest for e-Sgoil. Mira Byrne, Events
Coordinator at e-Sgoil was recently involved in discussions, in
New York, regarding the connecting of Gaelic teachers in Scotland
to prospective learners in America, “I’m still trying to work out for
myself the size of the Gaelic Community in America. The impression
I get from my conversations is that there’s a lot of interest from people
with varying levels of fluency.
“These people want to learn – however, it is not practical for them
to come together for Gaelic classes in America as one may be in New
York while another may be 50 or 100 miles down the road. This is
where e-Sgoil could be the perfect solution as our whole concept
is that you can learn from anywhere, without bringing everyone
together into a classroom.”
Mr Maclennan explained the obstacles that must be overcome if
the seemingly limitless possibilities for education through e-Sgoil are
to be realised. “Our teachers will have to work very flexibly and
creatively to cater for student across the world with different time
zones involved and other logistical issues. We will have to have a
solution-based approach to it and we will fi nd a way to cater to the
needs of these students.”
While Mira Byrne added, “There are many challenges that exist, it
has to now be about finding out what works for our students and also
what works for us.”
Angus Maclennan explained how over the past 2 years e-Sgoil
has been able to offer opportunities to a number of teachers, as well
as the improved curriculum now offered to students, “Lots of very
experienced teachers don’t want to commit to a full time teaching
contract. We have a lot of retired and semi-retired teachers and others
who have part time jobs or maybe have other responsibilities who want
to work on the basis of a few hours per week. They can do it from home
or from their local schools and it really has been fantastic for them.”
Anyone who would like to learn more about e-Sgoil or enquire about
available courses is encouraged to drop in to 44 Francis Street Stornoway,
phone on 01851 822850 or send an email to e-sgoil@gnes.net

Scottish
Qualifications
Authority (SQA)
Attainment
2017-18
T

here were a total of 2409 presentations in SQA National
5, Higher and Advanced Higher exams in 2018 across
the Secondary Schools in Eilean Siar. This resulted in 1945
passes (approx. 81%). There is some outstanding data to
be included and this will further increase the percentage of
passes achieved.

Qualifications
National 5 (S4, 5 & 6)
Higher
Advanced Higher

Number of Presentations
1515
810
84

Pass rate
82.71%
76.91%
82.14%

Advanced Highers
The percentage of passes at Advanced Higher in Eilean Siar was
82.14% which exceeds the national average of 80.5%.
All pupils sitting Advanced Highers at Sgoil Lionacleit, Sir E
Scott School and Castlebay School passed this year. There has also
been an improvement in the percentage of passes at Advanced
Higher level in the Nicolson Institute.
The numbers are relatively small and it is diffi cult to make a
comparison with previous years.

Highers
The percentage of passes at Higher in Eilean Siar was 77.3%
which exceeds the national average of 76.8%.
The percentage of passes in Highers at The Nicolson Institute,
Sir E Scott School and Castlebay School all exceed the national
average. The pass rate at Sgoil Lionacleit shows an improving
picture from last year and it is expected to increase again next year.

National 5
The percentage of passes at National 5 in Eilean Siar was 82.71%
which significantly exceeded the national average of 77.4%.

Vocational Qualifications
at SCQF5 and above
The percentage of young people who left school in Eilean Siar
with one or more Vocational Qualifi cation at SCQF5 and above
in 2017 stood at 35.1%. This is the highest performing Local
Authority in Scotland for the fourth year in a row. This percentage
has increased year on year.

Fiona joins her
own class to
learn Gaelic!

T

hree years ago, Fiona Black, a support for learning assistant
in The Nicolson Institute, took the courageous decision to
learn Gaelic alongside the class she was supporting.
This summer, her hard work paid off when she gained a B at
National 5 level!
With full support from the school who included this as one of the
aims in her CPD programme, Fiona has been able to not only add
further value to her role, but also made the learning experience more
relevant and enjoyable for the pupils.
Impressed with her efforts and commitment, we asked her to tell us
a bit more about herself, the challenges she faced, and her ambitions
for the future.
Born in Falkirk but raised in Luton, Fiona has no family ties to
Gaelic within living memory, although she does come from a Scotsspeaking background. Nor would her early education give any
indication of her new-found love of the Gaelic-language. She had no
particular interest in languages in school and later attended college
where she gained an HND in Furniture Restoration.
Having come to the Hebrides for holidays for many years, Fiona and
husband Davy decided to relocate for the improved quality of life and
to raise their children, a girl and two boys. Fiona was offered a post as
Support for Learning Assistant at The Nicolson Institute in 2009 and
ended up supporting Gaelic Learner classes at S1 and S2 level.
Realising that she was picking up bits during her support work, she
started a friendly competition with one of the pupils requiring help.
This seemed to help him relax in class and strive to do better. What
started as a bit of fun turned out to increase her job satisfaction and
give her a real sense of achievement.
As her class progressed from S2 to S3 she asked to be allowed
to continue supporting them and at the end of that year, sat her S3
exam alongside the pupils in the Assembly Hall, a nerve-wracking
experience for anyone, never mind someone who had long left
school exams behind.
However, Fiona did herself proud and passed with flying colours!
This gave her enough of an incentive to carry on to National 5.
It wasn’t an easy year. As a working mother Fiona had to fit her
school homework in with family life. Worst of all, she was worried
about falling behind and getting ‘the works’ from Miss Kennedy
whom she regards highly as a teacher!
When it came to exam time she describes herself as being
‘petrifi ed’. It appears there was no need to worry though as she
gained a B in her Nat 5 and top marks in her oral test.
Fiona uses various online resources such as BBCALBA and
LearnGaelic to supplement her school work and hopes to continue
learning Gaelic, although she is frustrated by the lack of opportunities
to use her new skills in more social settings outwith the school.
So the next time you meet her make sure you join us in saying a
very heartfelt and sincere “Nach math a rinn thu, Fiona!”
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An ‘ocean’ theme and a focus on plastic waste
T

he fifth Hebrides International Film Festival
is taking place throughout the Outer
Hebrides from Wednesday, 19 September to
Saturday, 22 September.
The festival, supported by Creative Scotland, HIE
and other agencies and presented in collaboration
with An Lanntair, has brings the latest in world
cinema to the islands.
Only fi lms made within the last three years are
eligible to be included in the programme, which
is curated by Muriel Ann Macleod, director of the
Rural Nations Community Interest Company, with
the support of Paul Taylor, the cinema programmer
at Eden Court Theatre.
All the films being shown fit within the festival’s
broad theme of “islands, environmental issues
and indigenous peoples” and this year there is a

particular focus on the ocean.

among the toxic refuse.

Although there are variety of genres in the
programme – including art, comedy, children’s
fi lm, drama and surf fi lm – there is always a
strong element of documentary or political and
environmental commentary, and two of the biggest
fi lms this year document what is going on within
our oceans and rivers. In particular, the global
environmental crisis of plastic pollution.

There are approximately 26 feature films on
the programme and there will be a total of 56
screenings across the venues over the four days,
with each screening including a feature film and
an accompanying short. There are around 13
‘shorts’ on the programme including Cianalas by
young Hebridean Zoe Paterson Macinnes, which
is currently being well received.

One of the headline documentaries, Blue, has
been described by Greenpeace as a “cinematic
song for our oceans; beautiful, intimate and
grand” and was filmed in Australia, Indonesia, the
Philippines, South Pacific and United States.

The full programme is available online now – at
www.hebfi lmfestival.org – and tickets can also be
bought through the website by following the links
to the Eventbrite marketplace.

Similarly, A Plastic Ocean was shot over
four years at 20 locations across the planet and
documents how wildlife – and people – are living

For festival fi lms that are being shown at An
Lanntair, tickets are available via their website (not
Evenbrite) – at lanntair.com – and they also have a
series of free films on in their Pocket Cinema.

     

hebrides
international



  
Screening current global cinema
on the theme of small islands, rural
communities and the environment.
      - Taigh Dhonnchaidh,
Bernera Community Centre, Grinneabhat (Bragar and
Arnol), An Lanntair Arts Centre, Stornoway Town Hall,
Tarbert Community Centre , The Bays Centre, Carinish
Hall, St Peters Hall (South Uist), Taigh Chearsabhagh and
Vatersay Community Hall.

2018
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Artwork by Elaine Murray

In general, tickets can also be bought at venue
doors, although it is advisable to book in advance
for the smaller venues, where space is more
limited. Tickets are priced £7 adults, £5 concession
and £4 for under-16s, with a season ticket for £50
which allows entry to everything.
There will also be special daytime screenings for
school groups and a number of masterclasses from
film makers, as well as environmental lectures and
a beach clean. Full details of the masterclasses
and lecturers are also available on the website.
The Hebridean International Film Festival grew
out of a programme started by Regional Screen
Scotland fi ve years ago, where a number of
remote and rural fi lm festivals were given threeyear funding and mentorship. It was also a natural
successor to the Hebrides Coastal Film Festival.

Isle of Harris:
Tarbert Community Centre
11am .................................................................. Doc: Blue (PG) & The Legend of Crabe Phare
2.30pm ..................................................................................Doc: Mountain (PG) & Bog Hole
5.30pm ...............................................................................Family Drama: The Incredible Pear
7.30pm .......................................................................................... Drama: Sweet Country (15)
.............................................& MAR A THACHAIR DO DHʼFHEAR A SGUR A DHOL DHAN EAGLAIS
The Bays Centre Harris
Saturday 22 September
11am .....................................................................................................Archive Screen Fishing
2pm ................................................................................. Drama: Cloudboy & Short: Bog Hole
5pm ..........................................................Doc: Tongue Cutters & Short: Legend of Crabe Phare
7.30pm .................................................................................................. Doc: In the Same Boat
8.45pm ..............................................................................................................Doc: Blue (PG)
Isle of Lewis (rural venues):
Taigh Dhonnchaidh
Thursday 20th Sept
11am .......................................................................Animated Drama: The Breadwinner (12a)
2pm .......................................................................................................Archive Screen Fishing
5.30pm ....................................................................................Drama: The Falcons & Bog Hole
7.30pm ..................................................................Drama: The Rider (PG) & Dislocation Blues
Friday 21st Sept
11am ...................................................................Doc: Blue (PG) & The legend of Crabe Phare
2pm............................................................................................ Doc: Blueﬁn & Hand.Line.Cod
5.30pm ...............................................................................Family Drama: The Incredible Pear
7.30pm ......................................................Drama: Leave No Trace (PG) & Daughter of the Sun
Ginneavhat (Bragar & Arnol Community Centre)
Thursday 20th September
2pm .......................................................................................................Archive Screen Fishing
5.30pm .................................................Family Drama: Cloudboy & The Legend of Crabe Phare
7.30pm .....................................................Doc: In our Hands - Seeding change & The Black Isle
Bernera Community Centre
Friday 21st September
2.30pm .............................................................Doc: Under the Arctic Sky & The Fish in the Sea
5.30pm ...................................................................................Doc: Ashore & The Lantern Man
7.30pm ...................................................................Drama: The Rider (PG) & Dislocation Blues
Saturday 22 September
11am .................................................................Doc: Plastic Ocean & The Mountain Of SGaana
2.00pm ..................................Family Drama: The Incredible Pear & The Legend of Crabe Phare
5pm.......................................................................................... Doc: Blueﬁn & Hand. Line. Cod
7.30pm ........................................................................Drama: Leave no Trace (PG) & Cianalas
Stornoway Venues:
Stornoway Town Hall - Friday 21st September
11am ........................................................................................................... Doc: Plastic Ocean
2pm .............................................................................................................Doc: A River Below
5.30pm ..............................................................Doc: Under an Arctic Sky & The Fish in the Sea
8pm ............................................................................................................... Drama: Pork Pie
An Lanntair
Wednesday 19th September
Main Auditorium
10.30am ..................................................................... Doc: BLUE (PG) & Legend of Crab Phare
5.30pm ................................................................................. Doc: In the Same Boat (HIFF 12a)
8pm ........................................................................ Drama: Lerd a man of integrity (HIFF 12a)
Pocket Cinema
8pm ..........................................................................................................Doc: Mountain (PG)
Thursday 20th September
Main Auditorium
10.30am ...................................................................Animated Drama: The Breadwinner (12a)
2pm ............................................................Doc: Becoming Animal (HIFF PG) & Hand.Line.Cod
5.30pm ........................................Family Animated Drama: The Big Bad Fox & Other Tales (U)
& The Legend of Crab Phare
8pm ............................................................................................... Drama: Sweet Country (15)
& MAR A THACHAIR DO DHʼFHEAR A SGUR A DHOL DHAN EAGLAIS
Pocket Cinema
8pm .................................................................................................... Doc: Sealers (HIFF 12a)
Friday 21st September
Pocket Cinema
2pm ............................................................................................................. Ashore (HIFF 12a)
5.30pm .....................................................................................................Industry Masterclass
8pm ....................................................................... Doc: Inland Sea (Minatomachi) (HIFF 12a)
Saturday 22nd September
Main Auditorium
11am ..................................................................Doc: In Our Hands & The Black Isle (HIFF pg)
2pm .................................................................... Family Drama: Falcons (HIFF PG) & Bog Hole
5.30pm ....................................................................Drama: The Rider (15) & The Lantern Man
8pm ............................................................................ Drama: Leave No Trace (PG) & Cianalas
Pocket Cinema
2pm .......................................................................................... Doc: Tongue Cutters (HIFF PG)
5.30pm................................................................................................ Doc: Blueﬁn (HIFF 12a)
8pm .................................................................................................. Doc: Albatross (HIFF 12a)
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It’s been such a magical time, says Rosie

Katie Macleod interviews Rosie Wiscombe as ‘By Rosie’ closes

R

off-cuts not long after she arrived, and she soon
started making patchwork bags with the remnants.
Now, the By Rosie Harris Tweed bags are iconic;
customers know a By Rosie bag when they see
one. Clean, contemporary, and often with a pop
of contrasting colour, the bags are inspired by the
croft and the sea, and have memorable names like
‘Tattie Sack’ and ‘Lochan.’ “I found Harris Tweed
really beautiful to work with; I don’t think I’d ever
worked with a fabric that had so much character.
I think what I was doing was something really
fun and quirky, and everything was a one-off as
well, so people knew they were getting something
different,” says Rosie.

osie Wiscombe landed in Lewis in the
middle of a Hebridean winter and quickly
made it home – for herself and her design
business, By Rosie.

Now, eight years and many memories later, she’s
saying goodbye. “It’s time for a new chapter,” says
Rosie. “I’ve feel like I’ve had such a good run of it
here, and it’s really nice to go out on a high, but it’s
definitely time for something new.”
On Friday 31st August, Rosie closed the doors on
her shop and studio on Cromwell Street for the last
time. It came a week after a final farewell event for
customers, where Rosie invited her customers in to
get creative and design their own purses and bags
or buy the last of the one-of-a-kind stock before it
was gone for good. There was also a silent auction
of Rosie’s decorative Harris Tweed ice cream
cones, which raised £120 for the Linda Norgrove
Foundation. “It was a lovely day, lots of customers
and well-wishers. Some folk brought their By
Rosie bags from years ago and it was like seeing
old friends!” says Rosie.

Over the years the By Rosie product line has
grown to include everything from small accessories
to full-size bags and even Harris Tweed hoodies.
“The way it’s developed over the years is really
looking at what people were buying, and what
customers were saying to me. I was in a privileged
position to meet all my customers directly and be
able to work on what they were asking for. It was
all about being inspired by my island surroundings,
and still bringing people a quality product that is
made here.”

Having recently married, Rosie and her husband
Sean will soon be starting a new chapter in South
America, on an extended, year-long honeymoon
that will see them hike through Chile and Patagonia.
In fact, it was travelling that brought Rosie to Lewis
in the fi rst place; the couple met while travelling
in New Zealand, after which Rosie packed up her
belongings from her childhood home in Dorset and
headed north.
“I thought it sounded very romantic, moving up
to the island,” she remembers. “I didn’t know what
to expect beyond what Sean had told me about it,
really, but he had a lovely group of pals, and so I
had a little community to move into straight away.
I started doing all my sewing in his old bedroom,
and that’s how it all began.”
Although she had been working on her own
design business since she fi nished school, it was
when she moved to Lewis in 2010 that By Rosie
really began to take off. Rosie started selling
her designs at Tallulah & Eve, a boutique dress
agency on Cromwell Street, before moving into a
small space of her own next door, and eventually
combining her shop with a larger studio when
Tallulah & Eve closed down.
“Luckily I think timing was perfect, because

As for highlights from her years in the business,
Rosie has plenty. She mentions getting creative
with window displays during the week of the
Hebridean Celtic Festival, adding Harris Tweed
hoodies to her collection, and designing her own
‘By Rosie’ tweeds with the Harris Tweed Hebrides
Mill. “There have been so many lovely things that
have happened. To see my products on people,
and people wearing my stuff, that’s amazing.”

Harris Tweed was on the rise again, tourism on
the islands was on the rise, and me having the
shop at the time I did, it was just a very happy
series of events,” muses Rosie. “I’d walked past
the premises – at that time it was completely
empty – but I remember looking in the window
and thinking ‘Oh that would be such a lovely shop
to have one day,’ and I moved into it. I always felt
like it was very blessed, like it was meant to be.”
And the move to Lewis impacted By Rosie
not just in a business sense, but a creative one,
too. Despite having never been “a particularly

outdoorsy person,” Rosie soon found herself
enjoying the outdoor activities that Sean was
already passionate about – activities like hill
walking, sea kayaking and sailing – and realised
the island environment was seeping into her art. “I
think everyone that visits here and lives here just
falls in love with the landscape, and I started to
quickly take the inspiration from the things I’d seen
out and about, and take those colour influences
and put them into my designs.”
That of course, meant an introduction to Harris
Tweed. A friend brought her a bag of tweed

How does she feel now that she’s said “goodbye”
to By Rosie? “It’s been a privilege to be a small
part of this wonderful and unique industry. I have
kept a pile of my favourite Tweeds for the future,
because even if I don’t work in the industry again,
Harris Tweed will always hold a very special place
in my heart.”
“It’s been such a magical time. I’m really excited
for the future, but obviously there are so many
memories and so many lovely times I’ve had here,”
says Rosie. “I defi nitely want to say thank you to
all my lovely customers. It’s such a welcoming
community, and I just want to say thank you to
everyone for supporting me. It’s been magic.”

All change at Euroclean after 30 years
“I had never worked in dry cleaning but got some training from the
company before starting. I was a bit nervous to start with as you
would be, but that’s the way you learn.”

By James Mackinnon

L

ouis Shields is bringing his spell as owner of Euroclean in
James Street, Stornoway to an end.

Louis certainly learnt from these early experiences as over the
last 30 years Euroclean has become vital to the everyday lives of so
many. Operating as the only dry cleaners on the island, providing
an extensive kilt hire service and clothing repairs, Louis has played
a part in countless job interviews, hundreds of weddings and helped
solve numerous clothing disasters.

“I’d like to thank the many thousands of customers we’ve had over
the years for their custom and their loyalty and also to the staff that
I’ve had who have been magnifi cent,” said Louis, refl ecting on the
last 30 years,
Louis’ background was originally in engineering, working offshore as an electrical inspector in countries including Malaysia,
Singapore and Bahrain.

“I’ve had hundreds of thousands of happy customers and hopefully
not too many disappointed ones.”

Having travelled extensively Louis wished to return home and
settle with his family, “I wanted to come home but there wasn’t
anything available that interested me, it was then I decided I would
start my own business.”

Asked about his plans for retired life Louis said that he was going to
travel extensively. Along with his wife Marion he will visit a number of
places including Vietnam, Cambodia and Australia all before the end
of the year. They will then spend Christmas and New Year in Singapore.

He visited the business department at the Lews Castle College,
looking for advice on businesses that would succeed in Stornoway.
He was presented with three viable options, “Marks and Spencer’s, a
jewellers and a dry cleaner” Louis continued, “I had seen a notice for
a dry cleaning franchise, Euroclean and upon enquiring I was able to
negotiate a deal. Given my location it was agreed that I would not
become a franchisee but an independent business under the same
name.”

More important than all of these locations however will be the
fulfi lment of a 37-year-old promise. When Louis fi rst met his wife,
Marion, he made her a far-fetched promise that will next winter
finally be fulfilled, “Stick with me and I’ll take you to Tahiti.”

This initial discussion took place in January 1988. However, it
was not until April of the same year that trading could commence.
Louis said, “While I was waiting for the business to get off the ground
I spent four months working off shore on the Piper Alpha.” The Piper
Alpha was an oil platform operated by Occidental Petroleum. “I was
working on the Piper Alpha 6 weeks before it blew up in the North

Sea” On 6 July 1988 a gas leak caused an explosion which destroyed
the platform resulting in the deaths of 167 people. Only 61 workers
escaped and survived. The Piper Alpha remains the worst offshore oil
disaster in terms of lives lost. Speaking on the incident Louis said, “I
guess it was a quirk of fate that brought me home.” Adding that he,
“knew some of the men who were lost.”
In the early days of Euroclean, Louis had a steep learning curve
as he got to grips with the line of business which he had entered.

From the paradise of the south pacifi c to the paradise of the East
End of Glasgow, Louis will also as often as possible travel to Parkhead
to see his “beloved Celtic.”
Louis will now look to fi nd an interested party to take over from
him at Euroclean. “There’s defi nitely an opening for someone, it
would be great to see someone new come in, with new ideas, to cast
a fresh eye over the place.
“I would hate to see the place shut down so hopefully someone
will come in and continue to run Euroclean as a dry cleaners.”
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A World Class
Marine Tourism
Destination:
Rachel Mackenzie Area Manager at HIE

M

arine tourism in the Outer Hebrides
has huge potential to grow in the
years ahead.
It’s no surprise that with beautiful scenery,
rich history and diverse culture, the islands are
attracting more visitors every year.

The islands are already gaining recognition
internationally as a world class sailing
destination
with
many
communities
developing marina facilities which are proving
to be increasingly attractive to the global
sailing sector.
A chain of pontoon facilities from Stornoway
in the Isle of Lewis to Castlebay in the Isle
of Barra has recently been completed and
strengthens the reputation of the islands as a
premium sailing destination. Each new facility
will help attract more visitors to sail the chain of
islands, stopping at all various points to explore
the areas.
We have worked with our partners to
ensure these developments maximise the
opportunities for the islands. Our investment

Stornoway
Port Authority
Appoints
Development
Manager

The experience visitors get in the islands is
important. They offer quality facilities to marine
tourists, many of whom return for the excellent
offering.

The Harris Marina Hub comprises two complementary
pontoon facilities - one at East Loch Tarbert and the
other at the Isle of Scalpay’s North Harbour.
Up to ninety vessels can now be accommodated
at the two locations including visiting leisure boats,
existing marine businesses and private boat-owners.

Brenda Jones, originally from Dorset, is working
across all of the authority’s development projects in a
post partly funded for the first two years with a grant
of £75,000 from HIE.

Commuting across the loch to Tarbert for work each
day, Fred Taylor the Marina Development Manager
at HDL sees the potential of his job laid out before
him. He views the marina as tangible evidence of
the support being given to develop marine tourism in
Scotland but particularly in the Outer Hebrides.

developments including a deep-water port. It is clear
the island economy is challenged and the working
age population is projected to decline. The port
developments will support this both directly and
indirectly and for the businesses servicing the extra
visitors or increased activity around the port.”

It will provide the opportunity to attract an
additional 35-40 vessels a year. The deep-water port
will be a multi-functional site serving a number of
sectors, the largest of which is likely to be energy –
oil & gas, renewables and the wider energy supply
chain through which many businesses will have
increased market opportunities.

SPA is currently seeking bids to design the deepwater port development. This will allow larger cruise
liners to dock and not be dependent on getting
ashore on tenders. It is a hugely ambitious part of
the masterplan but one which could really make
the biggest difference to the port as it develops
into existing and new markets. Alongside marina
developments, the landscape of the harbour could
change beyond recognition.

The authority has a popular marina that was
expanded in 2014 with £120,000 investment from
HIE, and is proving successful with a capacity for
80 yachts and is regularly full in the tourism season.

Brenda continued: “There is evidence of demand.
The marina is often full and a deep-water port would
support greater opportunities in the energy sector, as
well as accommodating cruise liners.”

Brenda said: “The harbour is moving into a
new era as it seeks to progress a series of major

Brenda has decided to make Lewis her permanent
home after securing the job contract with the port

SUPPORTING MARINE
TOURISM IN THE
OUTER HEBRIDES
hie.co.uk
Photo credit: Harris 360
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Success of
Harris Marina
Facilities

A grant of £220,000 was awarded by HIE to Harris
Development Ltd (HDL) to develop the £1.3m project
which was constructed in 2017.

The project is crucial to accelerate growth in the
increasing cruise markets by providing improved
facilities for larger ships that currently cannot berth
alongside.

in the marina developments will help to bring
economic benefits to the economy.

www.hebevents.com

The Stornoway Port Authority (SPA) appointed a
Development Manager earlier this year with support
from Highlands and Islands Enterprise (HIE).

Her primary role is to support the authority’s
ambitious plans to develop a transformational
project - a deep-water port - as part of the 20-year
master plan aimed at creating significant economic
growth for the islands.

HIE recognises the importance of developing
marine infrastructure which expands access
to our sailing waters and capitalises on the
tourism opportunities in the Outer Hebrides.

02/08/18 - 05/09/18
06/09/18 - 03/10/18
02/08/18 - 05/09/18

authority. Her first contact with Lewis was through
visiting HebCelt many years ago but it was some recent
work on the restoration of Lews Castle that sowed the
seeds of putting down roots permanently on the island.

This project, through the expansion of marine
tourism market is expected to bring significant
economic benefits to the area.

involved to provide state of the art facilities. The
funding from HIE, with other partners, was absolutely
crucial but our aim is to make the pontoons pay for
themselves in the future.”
This all follows a recent Sailing Tourism in Scotland
report which highlighted the need to develop more
berthing facilities at particular locations. The Harris
Marina Hub adds to a chain of pontoon facilities across
the Outer Hebrides including Stornoway, Lochmaddy,
Lochboisdale and Castlebay. The impact on the
economy of the region has already been significant.

Brenda said: “The Lews Castle project was
great. There was a clear need to rescue such an
interesting building which could be an asset to the
community. Everyone really enjoyed working on the
project, whether they were from local businesses or
elsewhere. Lewis is a fascinating place. I constantly
think about it and what difference I can make.”

Fred said: “Visitors see the facilities at the marina,
with the lights, showers and wifi and are very much
appreciate the commitment given by all the partners

However, it was the job at the port authority which
was the overwhelming pull for Brenda to finally
make Lewis her long-term home. She feels this is her
chance to contribute to something which makes the
island economy more sustainable in the future.

In 2015, HIE led and contributed £5m to a major
regeneration project which was taken forward by
community organisation Stòras Uibhist to create
new marine and leisure facilities at Lochboisdale in
South Uist.

In Lochmaddy in North Uist, community group
Comann na Mara was supported by HIE with grants
totalling £32,000 to provide shore based facilities
including wifi, a car park and washing facilities for
visiting yachts, to complement the 26 pontoons berths.

The design is due to be completed by May next
year and it is hoped construction work can start
by the end of 2019 with a target for completion by
June 2021.

The project, which was also supported by CnES,
is a popular port of entry for visitors to the Outer
Hebrides and facilities now include a new fishery
pier, a slipway and 52 pontoon berths.

The newly opened marina facility in Castlebay in
Barra will be available for use by visiting yachts to
improve access to marine leisure activities, tourism
and local residents.

Fred said: “The impact of the Harris facilities has
been phenomenal and local businesses are busy.

Yacht owners are buying Harris Gin, Harris Tweed
and eating in the local restaurants. I can see further
businesses developing here now.”
So far, this season, a total of 411 yacht nights have
been achieved and plans are being developed to
make it a year-round facility.
Fred continued: “I want to promote winterising
yachts here and as well as becoming more integrated
into a yacht hopscotch, with destinations from the
Clyde through length of Inner and Outer Hebrides.
Already we are seeing visitors from France and
Sweden although most yachts which have moored
with us are UK registered.”

Southern Isles marine tourism developments
Pontoon infrastructure completed this year
at Castlebay brings the total number of berths
for yachts up to 32. As well as supporting a
development officer at Coimhearsnachd Bharraidh
agus Bhatarsaidh (Barra & Vatersay Community) Ltd
to lead on the developments, HIE invested £208,500
in the first phase of the infrastructure project which
will generate significant benefits to the community
and strengthen the economy.
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MITCHELL’S – The Story of a Stornoway
Family’s Garage and Bus Business Colin Tucker
The Story of a Stornoway Family’s Garage and Bus
Business is told here by Colin Tucker and in this
richly illustrated book he gives an account of how the
business grew to include both the bus service and the
garage. With over 140 contemporary photographs...
this book will evoke many memories.£15.00

06/09/18 - 03/10/18

Kenneth Street, Stornoway HS1 2DS
www.lanntair.com
An Lanntair Box Office: 01851 708480
80
0
An Lanntair Café Bar: 01851 708490
email: info@lanntair.com

CALUM STEWART
Fri 14 Sept, 8pm £12/£10
Uilleann Piping star Calum Stewart and his trio are touring
Calum’s much-anticipated new album Tales from the North.
Inspired by his upbringing in Garmouth in the North of Scotland,
the new album celebrates the legends, landscapes, adventures
and people that all played an integral part in his childhood.
His ﬁrst solo album to feature primarily his own compositions,
Tales from the North is a true reﬂection of Calum’s powerful
and expressive style of playing. Although Calum is a Scottish
musician playing what is usually considered to be an Irish
instrument, there is no question that this is an album with
strong Scottish inﬂuences rooted in the legends of the
country’s history.

BÀRDACHD UILLEAM IAIN CAIMBEUL
Poems of WILLIE JOHN CAMPBELL (Willie Teddy)
“This is not just a book for the people of Point, it is
one that will inspire all of us who feel a strong sense
of loyalty to our language, our culture and our roots,”
states Matthew MacIver in his introduction.
The book has poems and songs that reﬂect the poet’s
own life and by turn the life of the wider part of this
close knit island community. Love songs, songs
gs that
tha
hat
praise his island home, songs of longing
g ngg aand
ndd songs
ggss
that will make you laugh out loud
oud – ttheyy ar
aree
all here and this book now
them
w sharess th
hem
with a new generation.

SLY COOKING

42 irresistible Gaelic words –
with hand-made linocut illustrations
that accompany each word. £5.95

@ acairbooks.com

www.acairbooks.com
an
e
h
ic e
a
hr nn
b
a
le cloi

Phil & Aly, two of Scotland’s most
acclaimed traditional musicians have been
delighting audiences across Scotland
with their masterful, versatile and amusing
performances and leading us in the dance
on BBC’s live Hogmanay show for over two
decades. Oct 2013 saw the legendary folk duo
receive The Sunday Mail Great Scot Award’s
‘Lifetime Achievement” Award.

Calum MacCrimmon and John Mulhearn
make up The Big Music Society (BMS). The
BMS venture was set up in 2014 to support
the progression and staging of Scotland’s
oldest and most cherished pipe music.
C
͚ rossing The Minch will celebrate the music
of Pipe Major Donald Macleod MBE who was
arguably one of the most inﬂuential pipers
and tune writers of the 20th century.
This concert will showcase a diverse
rendition of Donald͛s music with special
guests including John Wilson, James Duncan
Mackenzie, Innes White and The Glenﬁnnan
Ceilidh Band. The ﬁrst half of the night will be
in concert setting, followed by a ceilidh in the
second half so, bring your dancing shoes!

Sùil air An t-Sultain
Thursday 6th
Friday 7th
Saturday 8th

£6.99
Monday 10th
Tuesday 11th

£6.95

Wednesday 12th

Thursday 13th
Friday 14th

Riaghladair Carthannas na h-Alba
Carthannas Clàraichte/
Registered Charity SC047866

post-d: info@acairbooks.com
fòn: 01851 703020

Fri 21 Sept, 8pm £22/£20

Fri 7 Sept, 8pm
£32 – Family ticket
£14 – Adult
£12 – Concession and Members
£5 – Child and Young Scot Card Holders

Catrìona NicILLeDhuibh

ACAIR, An Tosgan, Seaforth Road
Stornoway, HS1 2SD

ALY & PHIL –
AUTUMN TOUR 2018

BLAS:
CROSSING
THE MINCH

£12.95

£4.99

SEPTEMBER AT
AN LANNTAIR

Saturday 15th

Tha Acair a’ faighinn taic
bho Bhòrd na Gàidhlig

They have become a national institution with
their incomparable mastery of ﬁddle and
accordion, bringing excellence in traditional
music to venues across the country.
Individually they pursue other ventures in
performance, television and education. It
is when they tour together that they truly
shine with over quarter of a century of wellhoned skills and hilarious banter delighting
audiences everywhere.
"Probably the finest traditional musicians
you are ever likely to hear."
Mike Russell, The Glasgow Herald

September at a glance...

Incredibles 2 ................................................................7.00
Sing Music Theatre ......................................................7.00
BLAS: CROSSING THE MINCH ......................................8.00
Saturday Art Club ...................................................various
Saturday Drama Club.............................................various
Hotel Transylvania 3...................................................2.00
Hotel Transylvania 3...................................................6.00
The Meg......................................................................9.00
Textile Screen Printing .................................................7.00
Distant voices, still lives ...............................................7.00
Handmade Posters ......................................................7.00
Steak Wednesday .......................................................5.00
I can only imagine.......................................................7.00
Easy Guitar ..................................................................7.00
The Meg.......................................................................7.00
Sing Music Theatre ......................................................7.00
CALUM STEWART.........................................................8.00
Saturday Art Club ...................................................various
Saturday Drama Club.............................................various
Teen Titans Go ............................................................2.00
Teen Titans Go ............................................................6.00
A Clockwork Orange ...................................................9.00

Monday 17th
Tuesday 18th
Wednesday 19th

Thursday 20th
Friday 21st
Saturday 22nd

Monday 24th
Tuesday 25th
Wednesday 26th
Friday 28th
Saturday 29th

Textile Screen Printing .................................................7.00
Handmade Posters ......................................................7.00
Hebrides International Film Festival
Steak Wednesday .......................................................5.00
Easy Guitar ..................................................................7.00
Hebrides International Film Festival
Sing Music Theatre ......................................................7.00
PHIL CUNNINGHAM AND ALY BAIN..............................8.00
Saturday Art Club ...................................................Various
Saturday Drama Club.............................................various
Hebrides International Film Festival
Textile Screen Printing .................................................7.00
Handmade Posters ......................................................7.00
The Escape...................................................................7.00
Easy Guitar ..................................................................7.00
Sing Music Theatre ......................................................7.00
Antman 2 ...................................................................8.00
Saturday Art Club ...................................................various
Saturday Drama Club.............................................various
Antman 2 .................................................................. 1.00
Christopher Robin .......................................................4.00
Antman 2 ....................................................................7.00
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3 page focus
on Crofting
Scottish Crofting Federation
Keeping focus on crofting support
By Patrick Krause

T

he Scottish Crofting Federation (SCF) has
emphasised in its response to the government
‘Stability and Simplicity’ consultation that
change is urgently needed in the agricultural
and rural development payments regime in
order to get a fair deal for crofters.
Certainty is more important than stability.
Why emphasise stability when we can take the
opportunity to improve the system? Many of the
issues raised in this consultation are relevant
whether there is a Brexit transition period or not,
but are imperative due to the uncertainties about
the UK withdrawal.
The opportunity to consider how agriculture
and rural development are currently supported in
Scotland and how they will be in future, is a very
useful exercise. It is an opportunity to rebalance
how the system works for public good, to target
resources to where they most benefit sustainable
food production, environmental maintenance and
the wellbeing of rural communities.
The current system urgently needs revision. It

A

was announced recently that the New Entrants
Capital Grants Scheme has been extremely
successful – yet is to be discontinued. New
entrants are the life-blood of crofting and farming
and we want to see the reinstatement of a Crofting
New Entrants Scheme, a workable arrangement to
tackle land abandonment by getting unused crofts
working again under new entrants.
Another area that urgently needs alteration
is how crofters are paid on rough grazing.
When introduced, the Scottish Upland Sheep
Support Scheme was declared to be the ‘top-up’
mechanism for producers on rough grazing, which
includes many crofters, who get an appallingly low
payment on Region 3 land. Yet it appears to favour
large farms by paying on extra hoggs retained only
for the grant. This has been raised many times
and yet this consultation says nothing about the
scheme at all.
The Less Favoured Area Support Scheme has also
been used to pay higher rates to farmers on better
quality land within the designated areas. This is
clearly not the intention of the scheme, but, despite
having been criticised by bodies such as the European

Funding released to help
mitigate impact of weather

National Basic Payment Support Scheme
(NBPSS) has been launched, providing vital
financial support for Scottish farmers, following
months of adverse weather conditions.

Loan payments are expected to be made to
eligible farmers from early October.
A similar scheme was created in 2017, which
delivered payments of more than £317 million to
over 13,500 farmers.
Under the new scheme, loans will be offered
to eligible farmers for up to 90% of what they are
due as part of their Basic Payment Scheme 2018
payments. This will be on an opt-in basis and offset
against those payments.
Rural Economy Secretary Fergus Ewing said:
“Farmers are the backbone of Scotland’s rural
economy, and we understand that many of them have
really suffered this year due to the unprecedented

severe weather experienced in 2018.

“The Scottish Government is of course
committed to supporting our farmers and have
responded by taking decisive action to make this
extra funding stream available.

Commission, this mechanism has continued and will
continue, in the name of ‘stability’.
The problem with this approach is that
inequitable and poor public-value aspects of the
current regime remain in place in the name of
‘stability’, as we have seen in the past. We need
change with a redistribution of funding towards
areas that provide better value for public spend,
a key feature of the Agricultural Champions’
recommendations.
The most croft-oriented report was released
recently by the Crofting Commission. “Support for
Crofting” is the report on comprehensive research
looking at current crofting, agriculture and rural
development support mechanisms.

This impartial and well-presented research
clearly shows that existing support schemes do
not work as well as they could for crofting. The
researcher, Gwyn Jones, who is the author of
several studies relating to crofting, examines
what works and what does not, and goes on to
make recommendations on how support can be
improved.
The report contains a wealth of information
and a range of recommendations SCF will be
promoting. This is going to be seen as a benchmark
piece of work and I would recommend everyone
who has an interest in crofting to read it and use
it to inform Scottish Government in current and
subsequent consultations.

Join the SCF
Membership of the Scottish Crofting
Federation is an investment in
the future of crofting.
Your support will strengthen the voice
of crofters & crofting communities

“We will be issuing loan offers shortly, providing
a much-needed cash injection for those feeling the
effects of increased prices for feed and fodder, the
impact of restraints on irrigating their land, and in
some cases resorting to selling livestock earlier than
planned to preserve fodder for breeding stocks.
“I have also asked the Agriculture Weather
Advisory Panel to consider what other actions
may be helpful in response to the recent dry
weather. The Panel met last week and will
be issuing advice, focused on the continuing
need for farmers to plan ahead and collaborate
effectively across the industry.”

Less than two years left under
amnesty for agricultural tenants

T

enant farmers across Scotland have less
than two years left to consider if they have
improvements to notify their landlord about,
under the waygo amnesty.

the original notice may be essential when it comes
to other aspects of the Land Reform (Scotland) Act
2016, particularly rent reviews and relinquishment
of 1991 Act tenancies.

The amnesty, introduced by the Land Reform
Act (Scotland) 2016, started last June and runs
until 2020. The amnesty allows tenants to rectify
any outstanding issues around past improvements
they’ve carried out, which should qualify for
waygo despite missing notices or consents does not
apply where the landlord objected to the original
improvement notice or the improvement was
carried out in a manner significantly different from

A Code of Practice, produced by the Tenant
Farming Commissioner, Bob McIntosh together
with bodies such as NFU Scotland, Scottish
Tenant Farmers Association and Scottish Land &
Estates explains how the amnesty works and how
landlords and tenants work together in a fair and
transparent manner to agree a defi nitive list of
tenants improvements which may be eligible for
compensation at waygo

Registered in Scotland as a Limited Company No: SC218658
Recognised as Scottish Charity No: SC031919

www.crofting.org
ww
01599 530 005
hq@crofting.org

EVENTS SECTION TWO - Page B12

www.hebevents.com

06/09/18 - 03/10/18

,VODQG5RDG7HO

KK9F
K9F<O
K9
9F<O
F<O
<OA;
OA;CJG9
C JG9
9<
<

Your local agricultural
co-operative since 1958

A´´´0ha´AXÂah9#2

A´´´0ha´AXÂah9#2
X
Ò±Ëm±»¸¹¢
Ò±Ëm±»¸¹¢
m±Ë¹±»vÒ¢ÒÒ
m±Ë¹±»vÒ¢ÒÒ
¹±Ëx±»x¾v¢ÒÒ
¹±Ëx±»x¾v¢ÒÒ
#´ha´A²h¢vªËÁªu²Ah

#´ha´A²h¢vªËÁªu²Ah

h¼²uH´aÊau²

h¼²uH´aÊau²

¾ÒªËÁxªh²´hËÊaÊ
¾ÒªËÁxªh²´hËÊaÊ
0yhyAOhhaa²
0yhyAOhhaa²

-h´¼Xah´
5RGHQWLFLGHV

:HDUHKHUH

JA?
KJG
9<
:=

AKD9F
<

0RQGD\²)ULGD\²
6DWXUGD\²

JG9
<

ZZZOHZLVFURIWHUVFRXN

$9$,/$%/(,16725(12:

1HZVHDVRQ
%ODFN,VOH
3RWDWRHV
QRZLQ
VWRFN

06/09/18 - 03/10/18

www.hebevents.com

6$& $JULFXOWXUDO  &RQVHUYDWLRQ &RQVXOWDQWV FRPELQH ORFDO NQRZOHGJH ZLWK
H[WHQVLYH H[SHULHQFH DQG DUH VXSSRUWHG E\ RXU WHDP RI UHQRZQHG VSHFLDOLVWV
:HFDQDVVLVWFURIWHUVZLWKEXVLQHVVDGYLFHRQDUDQJHRIWRSLFVWRLPSURYHSURÀWDELOLW\

&RQWDFW\RXUORFDO6$&RI¿FH
/HDGLQJWKHZD\LQ$JULFXOWXUHDQG5XUDO5HVHDUFK(GXFDWLRQDQG&RQVXOWLQJ

EVENTS SECTION TWO - Page B13

Crofting
Services

A EWE CULLING LIST?

I

t has been a hard year for ewes with a cold wet winter and then
a dry summer with poor forage quality. The ewes have had to
work harder at the expense of their lambs and their own growth
and condition.

particular ewe stands out as being thinner than the rest of the flock she
is likely to have underlying problems and should be culled. Even better
would be to have a post-mortem examination carried out to investigate
the cause of weight loss.

One of the actions which can be used by sheep producers is to cull
the flock hard this autumn.

Poor growth rate in lambs – if a ewe has lambs that showed poor
growth rates up to 8 weeks then it is likely that the milk production is
inadequate.

Cull ewes should be identified at weaning and sold as quickly as
possible. There is no point in trying to fatten cull ewes when forage is scare
and needed for lambs and the breeding flock. Ensure all the ewes that are
retained are fit to get through the winter with as few problems as possible.
DEFINITE CULLS:Teeth problems – look for loose or missing incisors and check the lower
jaw for lumps which could be due to tooth problems in the cheek teeth.
Mastitis and udder lumps and bumps – any ewe that looks like she
will not be fit to rear lambs next year should be culled. Check at weaning
and again a few weeks later as more problems may have appeared.
Lameness – any ewe that has been treated for two or more cases of
foot rot as they are likely to be an ongoing source of infection for the
rest of the fl ock. Weaning is a good time to start a lameness control
programme as lame sheep can be easily isolated in a separate group.
This prevents infection spread to the rest of the fl ock and makes lame
sheep easier to regularly bring in to examine and treat. Lameness
problems within a flock lead to leaner ewes, lower scanning percentage,
more metabolic disease at lambing and poorer growth rates of lambs.
Don’t miss this opportunity to get lameness under control and improve
flock profitability.
Cervical prolapses – any ewe that has prolapsed is much more likely
to do it again. It takes time and energy and intervention to manage this
so one mark and it’s out.
Poor condition and failure to regain condition after weaning – if a

SHEEP TO CONSIDER CULLING:
Those that failed to rear a lamb – It may be a younger ewe that has lost
a lamb due to abortion, a knock at feeding or illness. Mark the ear and
allow one more tupping. If it is dry or fails to rear again cull this ewe.
Lack of maternal instinct – ewes that cause problems at lambing time
should be culled to reduce work load at lambing time. This year body
condition at lambing should be considered as ewes which are struggling
are much more likely to walk away.
Age – putting a ewe to pastures new is often a hard decision but
if after rearing four crops of lambs that ewe will have some value to
another crofter or mainland farmer on better ground. The longer you
leave them in the flock the more issues arise, and it may be a spade that
you will be looking for with no end value gain.
If you have found this article of interest and are new to crofting
and stock ownership SAC are facilitating a Farm Advisory Meeting –
Introduction to Sheep Management at the end of September covering
sheep records, animal health and a basic practical session of stock
handling, selection for breeding and assessing condition.
If you are interested, please contact the SAC Stornoway office
01851703103.
Iain M Macmillan
Senior Agricultural Consultant
SAC Lewis & Harris

ADVERTISING FEATURE

HELP MAXIMISE LAMBING
PERCENTAGE AND PROFITABILITY
L

ambing percentage continues to be one of the key factors
determining profitability on farm, with the major factor
affecting lambing percentage being ewe body condition before
and during tupping and through early pregnancy.
Analysis of 12 independent tupping studies from around the
country, covering both lowland and hill flocks and conducted under
a wide variety of conditions, demonstrates an increase in lambing
percentage (up to 22%) when bucket supplements were offered at
tupping time. Furthermore, scanning data from these trials showed
that the increase in lambing percentage was largely down to a rise
in the number of twin-bearing ewes and not an increased number
of triplets.
Proper preparation will always offer a better opportunity of success
and therefore, preparing ewes for this crucial time of year is critical.
Traditional ground or trough feeding of concentrates or cereals is
not recommended around tupping time. These feeds tend to flush
the liver clear of the hormone progesterone which is needed for the
ewe to recognise pregnancy. Therefore, switching to a dehydrated,
molassed bucket will not only reduce the workload of the producer,
as they do not need to be put out daily but will also reduce stress
on the animals, poaching around feeding areas, enable better forage
utilisation through positioning in grazing areas and prepare the ewes
at this crucial time in the sheep calendar.
Rumenco Maxx Energy is a low moisture feed bucket suitable for
feeding both ewes and tups from two weeks pre-tupping for eight
weeks. The high energy level helps ewes to achieve, and maintain,
the correct body condition for optimum reproductive performance
and the controlled intakes with Maxx, low moisture buckets, means
one bucket can feed up to thirty-five ewes for eleven days.
A ewe needing to gain, or even hold body condition has similar
energy requirements to a twin-bearing ewe in the run up to lambing
so relying solely on autumn grass plus a mineral supplement she may
struggle to meet such requirements and in addition to energy and
protein, low moisture molassed buckets provide key elements such
as cobalt and selenium which are also important at this critical time.

In practise, the target is for seventy-five percent of ewes to hold
to their fi rst oestrus cycle and we know more ewes hold to this first
cycle when they are well prepared and in good body condition score.
Through targeted feeding to ensure correct condition at tupping, and
into early pregnancy, pregnancy rates can be improved meaning the
lambing period is shorter, which offers all manner of management
and easier feeding benefi ts over a long-drawn-out affair making the

whole lambing process both more profitable and shorter.
Those sheep most likely to benefi t from good nutritional
preparation pre-tupping are young sheep, which are still growing,
plus thin and older ewes retained for a fi nal time. However, the
research using buckets pre-tupping has shown repeated, consistent
benefi ts to performance and profi tability – something producers
cannot afford to ignore.
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News

Stornoway RNLI Shouts

A

ugust has proved the busiest month of 2018
for the volunteer crew of Stornoway RNLI
with seven shouts for assistance at sea over the
past four weeks.

First shout of the month was on Sunday, August
5th, as the Stornoway RNLI lifeboat and crew
assisted in a search for a missing person along the
coastlines by Vatisker, Lewis.
On Wednesday, August 8th, the volunteer
crew were out of shout, launching relief RNLI
lifeboat ‘Roger & Joy Freeman’ at 1305 hours at
the request of Stornoway Coastguard to reports
of passenger ferry MV ‘Loch Seaforth’ suffering
technical difficulties around 17 miles south-east of
Stornoway.
Lochinver RNLI also launched and both lifeboats
and volunteer crews arrived on scene at 1358
hours.
The ‘Loch Seaforth’ had established reduced
power to one of her propulsion units and, on
completion of checks, started to make her way to
Stornoway, escorted by the Stornoway RNLI and
Lochinver RNLI lifeboats.
The CalMac ferry was secured alongside in
Stornoway harbour at 1552 hours and Stornoway
RNLI lifeboat refuelled and ready for service at
1635 hours.
Sunday, August 12th, and the volunteer
Stornoway RNLI crew answered the call for
assistance from a small passenger boat suffering
engine trouble north of the Shiant Islands.
Stornoway RNLI lifeboat launched at 1605 hours
and on arrival established a tow line between the
casualty and lifeboat, before towing the yacht to
the safety of Stornoway Harbour pontoons.

The very next day, Monday, August 13th, and
the Stornoway RNLI crew were out again on shout,
launching to the aid of a broken down charter
vessel in Loch Shell.
On arrival a tow-line was established and the
RNLI lifeboat towed the casualty to the safety of
Stornoway Harbour.
On Friday, August 17th, the relief RNLI lifeboat
‘Roger & Joy Freeman’ launched twice, at 1035
hours and 1438 hours to aid in the search of a
missing person around Stornoway Harbour and the
Castle Grounds/Willowglen areas.
And on Sunday, August 26th, the volunteer
Stornoway RNLI crew and lifeboat launched at
1135 hours to reports of a fi shing vessel with one
person on board suffering steering problems near
Dalmore, Carloway.
A fi sh farm support vessel and a local charter
vessel also proceeded to the scene; and a tow rope

was established between the charter vessel and the
casualty.
Once the two were making satisfactory progress
towards Carloway, the Stornoway RNLI lifeboat
was released from service to return to station and
was alongside, refuelled and ready for service by
1700 hours.

Two Severn Class
lifeboats in Stornoway…?
Stornoway RNLI’s Severn-Class All-weather lifeboat
(ALB), the ‘Tom Sanderson’ was joined in August
by one of the Institution’s relief Severn ALB’s, the
‘Roger & Joy Freeman’.
The ‘Roger & Joy Freeman’ has been used by
the crew over the past few weeks as the ‘Tom
Sanderson’ underwent some electrical and
navigation upgrades.
And now the work in complete, the ‘Tom
Sanderson’ ALB is back on station as Stornoway
RNLI’s lifeboat.

RNLI-911 Challenge 2018
“An extraordinary challenge, for extraordinary
people, who face extraordinary challenges…”
That’s what retired couple Belinda and James
Richardson, pictured right, from London, are taking
on with the RNLI-911 Challenge 2018 to raise
funds for the charity that saves lives at sea.
Belinda and James left Teddington RNLI Lifeboat
Station in London at 9.11am on Thursday, August
23rd, in a challenge to drive anti-clockwise around
the whole of the British Isles and Ireland, visiting
all 238 RNLI Lifeboat Stations, within 911 hours,
in a Porsche 911!
The couple, who have been ‘fervent supporters
of the RNLI since owning an infl atable on the
Thames 20 years ago’, aim to fi nish at Tower RNLI
Lifeboat Station, London, at 8.11am on Sunday,
30th September and hope to raise £56,644 – £238
per RNLI Lifeboat Station – during their mammoth
challenge.

The ‘Tom Sanderson’ and the ‘Roger & Joy Freeman’

At the time of writing, Belinda and James were
expected to be in the Western Isles on Saturday
and Sunday, September 1st and 2nd, with a visit
to Stornoway RNLI Station planed at around
2130hours on Saturday, September 1st; then on

to Leverburgh and Barra RNLI Stations on Sunday,
September 2nd.
You can fi nd out more about the RNLI-911
Challenge 2018, follow Belinda and James’
progress, and donate to their endeavour at www.
rnli-911challenge.co.uk or through JustGiving at
www.justgiving.com/RNLI-911Challenge

How to Help
You can keep up to date with the RNLI charity at
www.rnli.org – and why not ‘Like’ the Stornoway
RNLI Facebook page to keep up with the local
lifeboat crew at www.facebook.com, search
‘Stornoway RNLI’.
And please don’t hesitate to contact Stornoway
RNLI via Facebook if you wish to make a donation
or help raise funds through an event.
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This year we have four sets of twins on Primary 1. They are pictured on their first day in Stornoway Primary School.
They are from left to right- Sofia and Christa Mackenzie, Bethany and Alyth Mackay, Rowan and Flynn Morrison, Amber and Paige Macleod

Primary 1A with their teacher Mrs Graham

The Primary 1 pupils from P1/2 are pictured. The class teacher is Mrs Spence

Primary 1B with their teacher Mrs Poke

Our Gaelic Medium P1 class with their teacher Miss Maclean
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Taking a Leif out of the Viking book…

T

he connection between Uig on Lewis and
Iceland and Greenland in the Viking Age
was celebrated on Wednesday August 8th with
the unveiling and dedication of a bust of Leif
Erikson.

Vikings fi rst reached our shores in the late 8th
century and their presence as raiders, settlers and
traders is evidenced through archaeological finds,
including the Norse-made chesspieces found two
centuries ago in the Uig Sands.
Leif Erikson, c970-1020, was a Norse explorer,
the son of Erik the Red, the founder of the first
Norse settlement in Greenland, and of Thjodhild,
both of Norwegian origin.
His place of birth is not known but he is assumed
to have been born in Iceland. He grew up on the
family estate in Brattahlid.
According to a 13th century saga, in 999 AD,
Leif and his crew travelled from Greenland to
Trondheim in Norway. Blown off course, he landed
in the Hebrides and stayed for most of the summer.
During his stay in the Hebrides, he fell in love
with a noblewoman, Thorgunna, who gave birth to
their son Thorgils.
Thorgils was later sent to his father in Greenland
and some records suggest that Thorgunna joined
them there.
Leif had two known sons: Thorgils, and Thorkill
who succeeded him as chieftain of the Greenland
settlement.
Wednesday’s event was an initiative of the Leif
Erikson International Foundation
This is a non-profi t organisation dedicated to
the study, education and promotion of Leif Erikson
as the fi rst recorded European to have set foot on
continental North America, and of Scandinavian
culture and connections between Scandinavia and
America. The group donates busts and statues to
places he was noted as visiting in the Viking sagas.

The event began upstairs in Uig community centre
with tea and coffee and around 20 American guests
had a tour of Uig museum, especially the Viking
display. Later they toured the area by bus and in the
evening there was a Viking-themed banquet.
The dedication took place outside in the
sunshine where the Americans were joined by
local people of all ages, including school pupils.
Local Councillor Norman A Macdonald, who is
also Convener of Comhairle nan Eilean Siar gave
the introduction and Kristine Leander of the Leif
Erikson International Foundation told how the trust
was set up and spoke of American enthusiasm for
Vikings. Professor Rolf Grankvist, from Trondheim
spoke of the importance of history in Uig and the
Islands.

Comunn Eachdraidh Uig say they would like
to thank:
• Leif Erikson International Foundation
delegates for the donation of the very
handsome bust and for travelling such a
distance to visit Uig
• Nick Smith, Heritage Manager, Comhairle
nan Eilean Siar for his suggestion of Uig as a
site, and for his practical advice and help.
• Comhairle nan Eilean Siar for funding the
stately and durable plinth.
• Uig Community Centre Association for their
continued support and encouragement.

06/09/18 - 03/10/18

www.welovestornoway.com/zanys-zone

EVENTS SECTION FOUR - Page D1

Zany’s Autumn
Enterprise Zone
EVENTS Issue 151 www.welovestornoway.com/zanys-zone

Economic strengths of the Western Isles
A

local administration of council and health services. It is often
forgotten that there are bound to be a variety of areas within the
UK where the public sector is bigger than average.

For a start, we have a range of internationally-regarded
products, including Harris Tweed which is protected across the
world by a full Act of Parliament; the output of BASF at Callanish;
and varieties of seafood which are highly sought after in a variety
of countries.

And anyone who works on the Isle of Skye knows the impact
of being too distant from your administrative centre, with many
miles of road so poorly maintained that during last winter traffic
was often ‘self-limited’ down to 20/25mph to travel safely – and
a would-be link road in Portree left incomplete for years, short
of only about 200 vital metres of roadway while many tens of
millions of £s are spent on a link road in Inverness.

t a time of enormous political instability as the UK
confronts whatever changes that ‘Brexit’ is set to bring,
it is the strengths of the economy of the Outer Hebrides
which can give us all greater hope and security.

In addition, although it is often presented as a weakness, we
have the strength provided by the public sector. It is true that the
public sector on the islands is bigger than the Scottish national
average, and by one measure, is proportionately the biggest in
Scotland.
But these are almost all absolutely essential jobs in schools,
hospitals and social services. Furthermore, it is all but totally
inconceivable that national government would remove the

What the private sector has to do in the Outer Hebrides is
build on the market created by this public sector and the money
brought to the Islands by highly lucrative work offshore and across
the world – and more and more, in recent years, it is doing this,
with local businesses like Ishga, Charles Macleod Ltd and Stag
Bakeries attracting international interest, sales and investment.
And many more specialist businesses – from delicatessens to
cycle workshops, candle-makers to fish smokehouses and a

whole range of artists and craft makers – follow in their wake.
There’s a growing presence of Island based firms in airports and
main streets from Inverness to Edinburgh, while Harris Tweed
Hebrides pops up all over the world with its specialist products.
Yet still there’s a tendency to describe the Islands as
‘economically fragile” – surely a population of around 28,000
which successfully supports the full range of work of modern
society is quite the opposite? Islanders are used to multi-tasking,
often combining crofting or fishing with tourist-related work
or a standard office job; deeply invested in the land; aware of
its heritage and – despite often being described as parochial
by outsiders – part of a culture which has had to be outwardlooking and internationally aware since the days of the Vikings,
if not earlier – Callanish seems to have been visited by Ancient
Greek voyagers when Glasgow was not even a village!
So here’s to the strength of the Western Isles…its many vital
enterprises and the skilful people who run them, day-after-day.
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How Ruairidh found
architecture inspiration
By James Mackinnon

R

uairidh Moir, originally from North Tolsta, runs his own
Glasgow based architecture firm, BARD Ailteir.

Since graduating Ruairidh has continued to work with
Strathclyde University as a tutor. This has allowed him to involve
university students in BARD’s work both in the office and through
trips to the Western Isles.

“The thing about growing up in Lewis is the strong sense of
Bard Ailteir was officially launched by Ruairidh in April
place and deep connection to heritage and culture that you 2016, setting out to encourage innovation and research through
develop. This has given me a respect for the history of buildings experimentation, enquiry as well as testing through use of
and a willingness to find out about the people and stories behind physical models.
them.”
Ruairidh set up the office as a vehicle to undertake interesting
Ruairidh studied architecture at the University of Strathclyde. projects across Scotland. The office’s dynamic is bolstered by
During his time at Strathclyde he co-founded an architecture those collaborating, from clients to designers who are drawn to
society, with the aims of “challenging the attitude of the University BARD’s way of working. “Those involved in the office liken our
and bringing everyone together as a community.””
process to being similar to the creative process seen in artisan
Ruairidh undertook an Erasmus exchange in Barcelona before the ateliers or architecture schools. It’s a very rewarding and fulfilling
completion of his degree course at Strathclyde. He later returned collaborative process.”
The Scottish Scenic Routes initiative was set up by the Scottish
to Barcelona working in the studio of Miralles Tagliabue EMBT, the
The business launch came after a trial period had seen a
Government to give newly qualified graduates an opportunity to
architecture firm behind the Scottish Parliament building.
number of competition successes, most significantly the Scottish
develop architectural interventions along Scotland’s most scenic
Scenic Routes initiative followed by work on Windyhill House.
roads. Ruairidh Moir’s Sloc Nan Sitheanach, was commissioned
as part of the initiative and is positioned above Loch Lubnaig.
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BARD have since undertaken other projects across the country,
including a number in the Western Isles, “Working on projects
from Eriskay to Ness, I am regularly able to travel throughout the
Western Isles and base a lot of operations from my home in Tolsta.”
One of BARD Ailteir’s main projects is currently the Comunn
Eachdraidh Nis redevelopment of the former Cross School
building, in North Dell, pictured above. Ruairidh Moir is the
architect and lead consultant for the project.
The school building was taken over by CEN in 2011 and
originally converted into a museum and café. The redevelopment
will see the former school transformed into a modern, more inviting
space, while also retaining the character of the existing buildings.
“As well as working with self-build clients, I like working
with community organisations; I always find them to be fantastic
groups which I enjoy being involved in. It’s always great to play a
role in helping the communities of the Western Isles.”
Further information about BARD Ailteir can be found
at www.bard.scot
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+HEULGHDQ'RPHVWLF(QHUJ\

Windyhill is a house in Kilmacolm, designed by Charles
Rennie Mackintosh and furnished by him and his wife, Margaret
Macdonald. It is one of his last major works still used for its
original function. The house was completed in 1901 with
glasswork and furniture restored by its current owner.
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For ﬁrst me buyers
20 mins from Stornoway
3 bedroom house, with garden
Modern heang
Property to be purchased aer a 5 year rental period
Price you pay in 2023 set at 2018 value
Cash back sum to be used as a mortgage deposit.
Property available from December 2018
Please contact Tighean Innse Gall for further informaon
on 01851 706121 opon 4 or email chrisna@ghean.co.uk.
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Beautiful bathrooms in Stornoway
B

eautiful bathrooms in Stornoway
are a speciality at William Wilson,
which offers the best in design from some
of the UK and Europe’s most popular
manufacturers, and expert advice at its
bathroom showroom at 26 Inaclete Road
Stornaway.
William Wilson’s bathroom showroom
is the perfect place to shop for bathroom
suites, showers and enclosures, fitted and
free standing bathroom furniture, ceramic
wall and floor tiles, wet-wall panels, taps and
accessories.
With more than 115 years’ experience
as a leading supplier of plumbing materials
and fittings, William Wilson’s dedicated staff
have the skills and knowledge to help you
create the bathroom of your dreams.
A wide range of the latest styles are
available at William Wilson, from leading
manufacturers including Kohler, Ideal
Standard, Roca and Ellis - meaning projects
from an en-suite makeover to a complete
redesign of your family bathroom or showerroom can be achieved to suit any budget.
With regular sales events and discount
offers taking place throughout the year, you
can save even more on your dream bathroom
suite at William Wilson.
The
website
www.williamwilson.
co.uk - is filled with inspirational ideas
and advice, and you can also request
brochures to be delivered to your home, or
for more information contact our Stornoway
showroom on 01851 704046.

FREE
DESIGN *
SERVICE

ÄUK[OL bathroom of your dreams
• bathroom suites • showers & enclosures
• tiles & accessories • wet rooms
•  •   

STORNOWAY
26 Inaclete Road. HS1 2RN
Tel: 01851 704046
stornowayshowroom@williamwilson.co.uk

www.williamwilson.co.uk

Like us on Facebook

 
      
only. Sale period from Saturday 1st September until Saturday 29th
September 2018. Free design service does not include a home visit.

- 05/09/18
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Loch Croistean, Old School,
Uig HS2 9EP
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café and gift shop
Calanais Visitor Centre
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OWN MAKE
SWEETCURE BACON
Try our Beef, cheese &
spring onion burgers!
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Paintings by Margaret Stevenson

www.gallery5hebrides.com
seomairead@aol.com Tel 01851 621779
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VINTAGE & NEW TREASURES

LEWIS REVIVAL

LOCAL CRAFTS

38 Cromwell St
Stornoway HS1 2DD
Isle of Lewis
Tel 01851705571

Prairie & Croft Decor

ECO-FRIENDLY WALL PAINTS
UPCYCLING WORKSHOPS & SUPPLIES

facebook.com/lewisrevival
upcycle@lewisrevival.co.uk
instagram@lewisrevival1
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AT

CARVERY ROAST | CHEF’S HOT
DISHES | SALADS | DESSERTS

7KH*RRG)RRG%RXWLTXH

Delicious à La Carte Menu
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Served daily 5pm - 9pm

Take Away
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Soup: £2.75

Main Mon - Sat: £8.50

Salad Starter: £4.75

Main - Sun: £10.00

Salad Main: £7.25

Dessert: £6.25

prices subject to change

/RFDO ,QWHUQDWLRQDO3URGXFH
)UHVKO\PDGH6DQGZLFKHV
6DODG%R[HV+RPHEDNLQJ
)UHVK&RIIHH7HD
/X[XU\+RW&KRFRODWHV
5HDO)UXLW6PRRWKLHV

* Price shown is for 2 courses *

NOW TAKING BOOKINGS FOR CHRISTMAS 2018
facebook.com/elevenstornowa
facebook.com/elevenstornoway

To book phone: 01851 702740

-1;jgeo]ddKlj]]l$KlgjfgoYq$@K)*<<L]d2()0-)/()+1,

WK6W

&URPZHOO6W

12pm - 4:00pm & 5pm-9pm

.HQQH

Sunday Lunch £17.50
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6WDWLRQ
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eleven_caladh_stornoway

Eating out at Solas
Eating out at Solas
s o lus
as
Lunch
Enjoy
lunch with
There’s
something
for
Monday - Saturday
everyone!
12pm - 2pm
Monday to Saturday 12pm - 2pm

6WRUQRZD\)LVKHUPHQ·V
&RRSHUDWLYH/WG

at

House
Specials served
at
Dinner
D
solas
Monday - Saturday
Appetizing à la carte menu
A
5pmavailable!
- 9pm
Monday to Saturday 5pm - 9pm

Tobook
book
call:call:
01851
702604
To
a table
01851
702604
solas @ The Cabarfeidh Hotel |
Manor Park | Stornoway | HS1 2QN |
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HEBRIDEAN TEA STORE
22 CROMWELL STREET
STORNOWAY, HS1 2DD
Loose Leaf Tea Specialist
Gourmet Coffee
Home Baking

:HWZHDWKHUJHDU)RRWZHDU
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Finding

HELP
Community and

COMMUNICATION
By Fred Silver, editor

C

ommunity is one of those superficially
easy concepts.
For many political
theorists - often based in areas of continual
population movement and change - the
word has a woolly sense of warmness, and a
comforting notion of vastly extended family.
But every now and again, a community
becomes truly visible when it joins together
in a shared venture.

More than a decade ago I was involved in
a Coastguard organised search on Vatersay
which brought together visitors, friends and
offi cial volunteers in what turned out to be a
fruitless hunt for a missing person. For those
hours, people with a wide range of ages
and backgrounds were working together,
any personal, political, moral and religious
differences completely muted and forgotten.
But, of course, there is another side to
community, one which is often less welcome
and which can, in its extreme form, be a
destructive rather than a constructive force. The
difficulty for anyone running a venture involving
human beings is to engender the positive feelings
without stimulating their opposite.
It is all too easy for people to start
appropriating an event to their own cause,
to start seeking people to blame for whatever
event has occurred, and to start searching for

patterns and links between events when no
such connection exists. Centuries or more ago,
the Latin tag was formulated - Post hoc sed non
propter hoc - meaning just because something
follows something else, does not mean it
has been caused by it. On my office wall is
a warning - related to computer problems which states: “Just because two technical issues
coincide, does not mean they are related.”
As a society we value individuality and
often celebrate individual success - but the
liberation of the individual to succeed and
grow has - inevitably - its own risks, In the
same way, for instance, mountain climbing - a
widely pursued hobby and sport - is built on
risks which are, for some individuals, the entire
point of approaching the mountain at all. But
of course, they mitigate the risk with all sorts of
precautions because, otherwise, they might not
succeed in reaching the peak.
Long ago, back in the 1970s, I walked up
Snowdon, the tallest mountain in Wales, by
almost every possible route. On one occasion,
on the steepest of all the lower ascent slopes,
with loose scree all around, I saw a woman in
dress shoes with quite high heels attempting
the climb. That was a needless risk, of course,
but none of the other people on the slope
that day pointed this out to her as far as I saw.
Individuals are autonomous as well as part of
the community and I suppose we all simply
hoped for the best – and indeed nothing

untoward occurred.
Recent events in the Islands led to an enormous
outpouring of grief, angst and personal stories in
what seems like a giant, temporary, largely online version of a self-help group.
The modern availability of ‘social media” although these systems could sometimes be
better termed “anti-social media” - means that
this was visible in a way - particularly to the
authorities - which was not true in the past. Yet
these concerns and reactions, sometimes overreactions, have always existed - people simply
used to share them in different ways.
And, in the past, emotions were not as
medicalised as they are nowadays. It was
permissible to plunge into deep sadness - or
soar into joy - without it being feared to be a
chronic condition and treated as an illness.
And, of course, the impact of these emotions
varies in an utterly unpredictable way from one
individual to another, and will differ from one
time in their life to another.
In addition, symptoms are very tricky for
anyone to diagnose - in the 1980s I worked
in Bristol on a morning newspaper in a region
which had what the London-based tabloids
defined as “meningitis hotspots” - areas
where cases of sometimes deadly meningitis
appeared to be concentrated. How did they
come to be missed? The symptoms are “so”
obvious. Except they aren’t. That’s why they

were sometimes missed. And furthermore the
hotspots did not exist either - there were more
public reports from those areas because people
reacted to cases more openly - because the
areas had been defined as “hotspots.”
Human beings like to consider themselves
rational - but in ordinary life, the individuals
who most people value the most, are the most
emotional and intuitive. Many find rational
people to be difficult to understand and rather
cold to be with. But emotions are unpredictable
and - when affecting a community - can lead
to the risks of jumping to conclusions - like
anything else, intuition is great when it works,
not so much when it is wrong-headed.
The challenge for society as a whole is to
provide support for people when they need it,
and to avoid intruding when they don’t. This
is an art, not a science and like all human
endeavours, fraught with risks.
Whatever the precise background of any
individual event - often something we cannot and
should not be privy to - it is always good to talk,
to share and to hope together. My own view is
that the greatest step forward to dealing with any
common issue is when people feel empowered
to talk to each other about it, without the fear
of being judged or stigmatised by official or
unofficial labels, and we hope the information
available in these pages can be part of that.
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Helping people to cope with

BEREAVEMENT
By Dr Lisa Ronald, Consultant Clinical
Psychologist, NHS Western Isles

W

hen communities experience a traumatic loss, it can
affect people in lots of different ways.

It can have a profound emotional effect not only on family and
friends, but on the whole community. People may experience
shock, disbelief, confusion and a deep sadness. Some people
may struggle with guilt and have unanswered questions about
what happened and what they could have done to help. Cultural
issues such as stigma can also complicate the grieving process.
There is no right or wrong way to grieve and everyone will have
their own ways of coping. Also, it is important to remember that
grief does not come with a timetable. Some people will seem to
get back to a normal routine very quickly and seem to be coping
well. While for others, they may go on to experience intense
emotions that impact on their daily life. If, after two to three
months following the loss, you continue to feel overwhelmed
and find it difficult to deal with what happened, you may need
further support.
In this article we will talk about the types of reactions
people may be experiencing as well as some advice on how
you can look after yourself while also supporting others within
your family or wider community who have been affected by
loss. It is important to remember that most people respond to
bereavement with great resilience and do not go on to develop
long-term mental health problems. Strong and intense emotions
are a normal reaction to an unexpected event and help people
process what has happened. These can include:
• feeling numb or disbelief about what has happened,
• feeling anxious or worried and on edge,
• having angry outbursts,
• have problems concentrating,
• experience intense feelings of loss and low mood,
• feeling guilt or self-blame (for example, feeling guilty about
being alive when someone has died, or blaming yourself for
what happened or how you have responded to the event).
People can also have problems sleeping, may avoid their usual
activities (including situations and people that remind them of
what happened), or fi nd that they have stopped looking after
themselves properly (such as not eating, or drinking too much
alcohol to cope with strong emotions). Some people may have
no reactions at all and that’s ok too.
You may experience any combination of the symptoms
we describe which, for the majority of people, will reduce in
intensity over time as the event becomes more distant. Things
you can do to help cope day to day include:

• Re-establish normal routines as soon as possible. This may
be tricky, but it is important to continue to have routine and
structure to your day, however basic.
• Take part in pleasant activities and don’t isolate yourself.
Encourage family and friends to spend time with each other.
• Talk to others about how you are feeling.
• Understand and tolerate different ways people cope with a
sudden loss.
• Link with known local support networks.
• Ensure you keep a healthy diet and exercise routine.
Avoid using alcohol or other substances to help you relax
or sleep better.
However, if the intensity of symptoms does not reduce
and you or someone you love is still struggling to cope with
everyday life, you may find further outside help beneficial. It
is also important to pay special attention to the reactions and
behaviours of children and young people. It is natural for parents
to feel more anxious about their children’s safety. Help young
people understand that an increase in protective behaviours is
temporary and just means that everyone is a bit on edge just
now. If you are concerned about a young person, you can speak
to the school or contact their GP if you are a parent or carer.
It is not always easy to talk to those closest to you about your
trauma. Local support groups, religious institutions and other
self-help resources may help you through this difficult time.
Who you speak to may vary depending on what you are most
comfortable with.
It can also be helpful to let your GP know about your problems
as they will be able to help you extend your local support networks.
They can also refer you to a trained mental health professional
should you and your doctor feel that you need more help.
Bereavement within a community has an effect not only on
family and friends, but on the whole community. When you
speak with other members of the community:
• Respect the bereaved/affected family
• Encourage help-seeking actions in people, such as talking to
a trusted relative or friend, a counsellor or GP
• Encourage people to promote help-seeking in anyone they
have concerns about.
If you are supporting others affected by sudden bereavement,
the following strategies can be helpful as well as those listed
above:
• Listen carefully to how they are feeling and with empathy
(although avoid talking about your own bereavement
experiences or suggesting you know how they are feeling.
Everyone grieves differently).

• Help with every day practical tasks (such as offering to shop
or cook for them or look after their children for a while).
However, it’s important not to overwhelm the person with
well intended offers of support.
• Encourage the person to connect with family and friends as
well as linking them with known local support networks.
Talking with friends or loved ones about their problems is
never easy. Often they don’t want to talk. Sometimes they do,
and we just don’t realise it. When they do start talking, it can
be difficult to know how to respond. If a problem is really bad,
what can we say? Every situation is different, and there are no
definitive answers. But starting a conversation is half the battle.
Once someone knows they can speak freely, the chances are
that they will talk.

We have over 130 years of experience in providing a wealth
of support to ﬁshermen and their families – from a cuppa
and a heart to heart, to help with the beneﬁts system.
Here are some of the ways we help:
• Emotional support during bereavement, family
breakdown or emotional difﬁculties
• Combating loneliness and isolation by making home
and hospital visits and arranging group activities.
• Preventing poverty among retired ﬁshermen and
their families by helping with the beneﬁts system and
sourcing long-term grants
• Immediate ﬁnancial assistance for rent, food, utility
bills, school dinners or school uniform
• Emergency response to injured, ill or shipwrecked
ﬁshermen, 24 hours a day, every day of the year
Our Stornoway office covers from the Butt to Barra.
Stornoway contact details are,
Telephone: 01851 704424
Email: stornoway@fishermensmission.org.uk
Website: www.fishermensmission.org.uk
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