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Jewellery

22 Francis Street
Stornoway
Isle of Lewis
HS1 2NB

t: 01851 704949
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www.rmkgroup.co.uk
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•
Insurance Services
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•
Risk Management
•
Health & Safety
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ADVICE
YOU CAN

TRUST
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Zany's

-HZHOOHU\UHSDLUV
ZDWFKVWUDSVDQGEDWWHULHV

Summer Zone
Section Four
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The local one
stop solution for all
your printing and
design needs.

Eilidh to
premier
Gaelic song
at HebCelt

01851 700924
info@sign-print.co.uk
www.sign-print.co.uk
@signprintsty
Church House, James St. Stornoway
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See Section Four Page D9
Eilidh Mackenzie
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Providing a lifeline of
welfare and support to
fishermen and their
families

VOLUNTEERS WANTED
We are looking for volunteer support; would you like to join
us? Ways you can help are by:
Becoming a volunteer welfare worker, providing admin
support or helping with fundraising and other practical
ways. For more information, call us on 01851 704424 or
email: stornoway@fishermensmission.org.uk
1 Quay Street, Old Custom House, Stornoway, HS1 2XX
A Charity founded in 1881. Registered Charity England & Wales No. 232822. Registered Charity Scotland No.SC039088.

)ULHQGVRI7KH1LFROVRQ
$VXVWDLQDEOHFRPPXQLW\IXQGHG7UXVWWRDVVLVWSXSLOV
RI7KH1LFROVRQ,QVWLWXWHZLWKPDLQODQGWUDYHOH[SHQVHV

)LQGRXWKRZ\RXFDQKHOSDGYDQFHWKHQH[W
JHQHUDWLRQRI1LFROVRQSXSLOVDWZZZIRWQRUJXN

$ODVGDLU$OODQ063%3$

Mile of Pennies challenge for befrienders
B

The group invites you to come along to
Tesco in Stornoway on Saturday 14th July to
help them achieve this. Befriending Lewis staff
and volunteers will be at the store from 8am
– 10pm, asking everyone to contribute at least
one penny towards the target.

ZZZDODVGDLUDOODQVFRW

Recent evaluations identifi ed that people
involved with Befriending Lewis felt that
the service had signifi cantly impacted their
lives – with 97.5% of people saying that they
felt less lonely and isolated because of their
involvement with the project – many stating
that it was “a lifeline” to them.

If they can complete a mile with pennies,
they will raise around £800 and with donations
of larger value coins they could raise up to
£20,000!
And if you don’t carry cash, that’s ok - they
can take debit/credit card donations and add
the coins for you!
Befriending Lewis receive their main funding
from the Big Lottery and are additionally
funded by The Corra Foundation, Horshader
Development Trust, Third Sector Hebrides, the Muaithheabhal Trust
and the Robertson Trust.

Benefi ciaries of Befriending Lewis may
be any age from 18+ and their loneliness or
social isolation may stem from any number
of reasons: geographical isolation, physical
or mental health problems, disability,
bereavement. To support the service, please come along to Tesco
and bring your spare pennies to help them achieve that mile!

They also rely heavily on donations and fundraising for additional
funds to enable them to provide the wide range of services that they
offer to people suffering from loneliness and isolation.

Befriending Lewis have a fantastic pool of motivated volunteers of
all ages and from all walks of life , which allows them to make the
befriending matches that can make all the difference to people’s lives.

:]^ja]f\af_Hjgb][l;g%gj\afYlgj

$ODVGDLU$OODQ0HPEHURIWKH6FRWWLVK3DUOLDPHQWIRU
1DK(LOHDQDQDQ,DUZLOOEHKROGLQJWKHIROORZLQJDGYLFHVXUJHULHV
VKRXOGDQ\FRQVWLWXHQWZLVKWRPHHWZLWKKLP
1DK(LOHDQDQDQ,DU6FRWWLVK3DUOLDPHQWFRQVWLWXHQF\RIÀFH
.HQQHWK6WUHHW6WRUQRZD\,VOHRI/HZLV
)ULGD\-XO\SP7KXUVGD\-XO\SPSP
0RQGD\-XO\SPSP
,IDQ\FRQVWLWXHQWLVXQDEOHWRPDNHWKHVXUJHU\RUZRXOGOLNHDKRPH
YLVLWZLWK$ODVGDLUSOHDVHFDOOWKHFRQVWLWXHQF\RI¿FHRQ
RUHPDLODODVGDLUDOODQPVS#SDUOLDPHQWVFRW

Befriending Lewis currently support about
sixty one-to-one befriending relationships and
have another dozen matches currently being
established. Over 100 people are supported
through the group befriending programme
which offers monthly activities such as Fish’n
Chips lunches, activity/games/craft sessions,
minibus trips around the island, music and
movement sessions, fi shing trips and anything
that folk might enjoy!

efriending Lewis, a local organisation
working to tackle loneliness and
social isolation in our community, will be
attempting to build a MILE OF PENNIES this
month!

+,-./-012345/
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The service is always looking for new volunteers, and not just as
Befrienders. Also required are minibus drivers, passenger assistants,
volunteers to support at group activities and potential fundraisers.
There’s a place for everyone at Befriending Lewis.
If you are
interested in getting involved please contact info@befriendinglewis.
org.uk or call 01851 702632.
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fred@hebevents.com
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60 years of
Lewis Crofters
celebrated
By Eilidh Whiteford

I

n February 1955 a meeting was held in
Stornoway to discuss the idea of setting up
a crofters co-operative in Lewis. In July 1958
Lewis Crofters Ltd became a reality. And July
2018 sees the Crofters invite all to celebrate
six decades of the community co-operative
by hosting a 60th Anniversary BBQ and
Exhibition.
“It’s shaping up to be a great day,” said Caitlin
MacIver, Lewis Crofters. “We’re using all the local
butchers for the BBQ and we’ll also have mussels,
as well as local baking, teas, coffees and beer.
“The celebration is an open invite and a thank
you to all our loyal suppliers and customers
throughout the years, so we look forward to seeing
everyone there!”
Running from 11am to 5.30pm on Friday, July
13th, on display at the anniversary celebrations
will be an exhibition of photos and artefacts
looking back at crofting in the islands over the
years.
And Caitlin and the Crofters’ team ask anyone
with any interesting photographs or old tools they
wish to lend to the exhibition to get in touch.
“We’ll also be selling our new special
edition Crofters Sandwick Bay Candles,” Caitlin
continued. “They have a lovely Machair Flowers
scent and it’s great to be able to team up with
another local company like Sandwick Bay Candles
to create something like this as a special edition.”
A special edition scented candle would
not have been in the minds of those at the first
meeting back in 1955; but it highlights just how
the crofters co-operative has developed, moved
with the times, and diversifi ed to ensure its
success over half a century later.
October 1959 saw the newly established
Lewis Crofters Ltd opened at its fi rst premises, 18
Inaclete Road, by Scottish Agriculture Secretary
Matthew Campbell.
Donald Murray, North Shawbost, became the
fi rst Crofters committee chairman in May 1960,
having served on the provisional committee
since 1956; and Colin F Macdonald, the Scottish
Agricultural Organisation Society (SAOS) officer,
was first manager of the Crofters shop.
Only one year after opening, the Inacelte Road
premises were already proving too small, and
in March 1961, the purchase of additional land
with buildings on Rigs Road was approved by the
Crofters committee.

The early 1960s proved a tough time for Lewis
Crofters Ltd, with deep trading difficulties seeing
manager Malcolm Gillies resign in September
1963 in a bid to cut costs.

The 60th Reunion (1957) donations

By December 1966, then manager Ken
Macdonald took action and called for the creation
of a large modern shop, with general goods for
sale alongside all the original crofting provisions.

Bethesda Care Home & Hospice General Manager: Carol Sommerville left of centre and Kathleen
MacDonald Representative Pancreatic Cancer (SKIG2SKIG) each collecting a cheque of £300 from Iain N
Morrison (left) and Alex Murray representing 60th Reunion (1957) that took place in the Stornoway Golf
Club 22nd September 2017

In May 1972, the late Dr Alasdair Fraser is
elected committee chairman; and in 1974 a new
shop and premises on Island Road – where the
Crofters still remains today – was opened to the
public.
Expanding further, in 1978 a town-centre
premises was purchased on Cromwell Street,
refurbished and opened in December of that year
– lasting until 1992 when the shop was closed
and the building rented to the then Western Isles
Tourist Board.
That year the Lewis Crofters also purchased
their Island Road home, previously leased from
Highlands and Islands Enterprise; and with the
turning of a century, in November 1999, Lewis
Crofters Ltd reported turnover had passed the
£1million mark for the first time.

Furniture and Interior World

6WRFNLVWVRIWKHEHVWIXUQLWXUH
DQGLQWHULRUGHVLJQIRU
RYHU\HDUV

The fi rst years of the 21st century has seen
Lewis Crofters continue to succeed and expand,
with refurbishments to both shop and yard taking
place.
And as 60 years of Lewis Crofters Ltd is
celebrated, the team prepare for yet another
expansion, with the purchase of a new storeroom,
soon to be put into action, nearby its Island Road
home.
“We started as a community co-operative
and we always aim to continue operating as
a community based co-operative, offering the
crofters of Lewis and Harris the most affordable
prices,” said Caitlin.

'LYDQVDQGEHGVWHDGVIXOOUDQJHRITXDOLW\PDWWUHVVHVLQFOXGLQJPHPRU\IRDP
ELJJHVWUDQJHDYDLODEOHORFDOO\6XLWHVEHGURRPDQGOLYLQJURRPUDQJHVDYDLODEOH

“The need and importance of crofting as a
community is still very much alive on our islands
and hopefully our 60th Anniversary celebrations
will help inspire interest in younger people to
ensure crofting continues to grow and develop in
the future,” she added.

%LJUDQJHRIVRIWIXUQLVKLQJV«PDGHWRPHDVXUHFXUWDLQVFXUWDLQUDLOV
WRZHOVFXVKLRQVDQGFXVKLRQFRYHUVSLOORZVGXYHWVDQGUHDG\PDGHEOLQGV

The Lewis Crofters 60th Anniversary BBQ and
Exhibition takes place on Friday, July 13th, from
11am to 5.30pm.

2SHQDPSP0RQGD\WR6DWXUGD\

To keep up to date with the Crofters, visit
the Facebook page at www.facebook.com/
lewiscrofters; and to find out more about the
crofting co-operative and what it offers, visit
website www.lewiscrofters.co.uk

,QDFOHWH5RDG6WRUQRZD\

7HO

)5(('(/,9(5<,1/(:,6$1'+$55,6
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ɷ&RQFUHWH:RUNVɷ6LWH&OHDUDQFHVɷ$FFHVV5RDGV
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ɷ3RO\FUXEJURXQGZRUNVDQGFRQVWUXFWLRQ

Fungal Anti Moss Spray
Two Layers Of Protective Roof Coating
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Call William Today

01851 667 885
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The local one stop solution for all
your printing and design needs.
• Booklets / Magazines
   
• Compliment Slips • Posters
• Photocopying and more
01851 700924
info@sign-print.co.uk
www.sign-print.co.uk
@signprintsty
Church House, James St, Stornoway
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Replace Damaged Slates & Tiles

<=>?@E=GH?
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7HO0RE

Specialist Rotary Roof Cleaning
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INSURANCE THAT’S
ON YOUR DOORSTEP
Having a local office means we’re accessible, whether you
need to make changes to your policy or make a claim.
For a real conversation about your needs call
01851 703 935 or 01478 611 936, or pop into our branch
NFU Mutual Offices, Stornoway & Portree
Serving the Western Isles, Skye & Localsh
Agents of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited.
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Efad`aiSkDW^[Y[age4aa]eZab

\   ## 

]  +

  

.HQQHWK6WUHHW6WRUQRZD\_

x&KULVWLDQERRNVx&KLOGUHQ·VERRNV
x%LEOHVx&DUGVIRUDOORFFDVLRQVx*LIWV
x&'Vx'9'Vx-HZHOOHU\x%RRNWRNHQV
x)UDPHGSLFWXUHVx6KRSJLIWYRXFKHUV

.LWFKHQ'HVLJQ ,QVWDOODWLRQ

/R\DOW\FDUGVFKHPHLQRSHUDWLRQ

&RQWDFW $OH[ RQ IJJJK NKQ UVX

23(1,1*+2856
0RQGD\6DWXUGD\DPSPSPSP
)ULGD\2SHQDOOGD\DPSP

(PDLO NLWFKHQVRSXVFDUSHQWU\#JPDLOFRP

NYZ % 

N["

ZZZRSXVFDUSHQWU\FRXN

EVENTS SECTION ONE - Page 5

2SHQ
DOOGD\«

7KH:RRGODQGV

IRRGDQG
FRIIHHZLWK
RUZLWKRXW
DZDON

$BTUMF(SPVOET

DWK
RQ
O\

www.hebevents.com

IR
RWS

05/07/18 - 01/08/18

&HQWUH
2SHQ0RQGD\WR6DWXUGD\DPWRSP
)RRG6HUYHGDPWRSP+RPHEDNLQJDYDLODEOHDOOGD\
$6WRUQRZD\7UXVW(QWHUSULVH

;gflYafkGj\fYf[]Kmjn]q\YlY;jgof[ghqja_`l*().

1RUWK6WUHHW6DQGZLFN6WRUQRZD\+6$' 0RQGD\WR6DWXUGD\DPWRSP
7HOZZZPD\EXU\JDUGHQVFRXN
:LGHUDQJHRI
/RFDOO\*URZQ
/DZQPRZHUVDQG
)UHVKKDQGWLHG
6WULPPHUVLQ6WRFN
+$5'(1('%('',1*DQG
%RXTXHWVIRUDQ\
$OOFRPHZLWK)5(()XHO
RFFDVLRQDYDLODEOH
%$6.(73/$176$YDOLDEOH
3HWURO&DQ2LODQG'HOLYHU\

>?BGBMBO>>M:BEBG@
1:E>MBG@ .MHKGHP:R

• Printing • Signage
• Vehicle Livery
• Graphic Design
Tel: 01851 700924
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Email: info@sign-print.co.uk

Web: www.sign-print.co.uk Like us on Facebook
Church House, James St, Stornoway HS1 2QN
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VWULYLQJWREULQJ\RXWKHYHU\EHVWFKRLFHV
DWWKHPRVWFRPSHWLWLYHSULFHVWRNHHS\RXU
KRPHEHDXWLIXO
:HORRNIRUZDUGWRZHOFRPLQJ\RXWRRXU
VKRZURRPDW6RXWK%HDFK6WUHHWZKHUH\RX
FDQPHHWZLWKRXUIULHQGO\H[SHULHQFHGVDOHVWHDP
DQGVHHWKHLQFUHGLEOHFKRLFHRIVWXQQLQJNLWFKHQV
DQGEDWKURRPVH[FOXVLYHWR7KH.LWFKHQ&HQWUH
6RXWK%HDFK6WUHHW6WRUQRZD\,VOHRI/HZLV
2XWHU+HEULGHV6FRWODQG+6%1
7HOZZZWKHNLWFKHQFHQWUHXNFRP

%ULQJLQJDIUHVKSHUVSHFWLYH
www.hebdrone.co.uk
k :^kbZeLnko^rbg`
k :^kbZeIahmh`kZiar
k -DOb]^h

k Bg]nlmkbZeBgli^\mbhg
k <kh_mFZiibg`Zg]Bgli^\mbhg
k Ebo^>o^gml

Conal Ferguson: 07551 088 415
Ruaraidh Ferguson: 07392 811 369
Email: hebdrone@gmail.com
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A Wee Helping Hand
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‘Help is all tailored to the individual person’
By Eilidh Whiteford

F

or those times when you could do with a
wee helping hand in life – look no further
than Donna Smith.
Lewis resident Donna, a self-employed Support
Worker, is trained and highly experienced in
working with the elderly, with dementia and
palliative care, fi rs
t-aid, and risk assessment;
and offers ‘A Wee Helping Hand’ to her clients –
whether that be with aspects of personal care, help
with shopping, going to appointments, visiting
friends, or simply stopping in for a cuppa and
some company.
“The help I provide is all tailored to the individual
person,” said Donna. “Everyone has their own
needs – not all my clients need palliative care, not
all need help showering, for some I might just be
popping in to make sure they eat their lunch and to
have a wee chat, give a bit of company.
“But it’s more than just going in and doing the
work that is needed though. You get to learn about
your clients, adapt to how they are and build up a
trust between you, and become the safety net that
allows them to have confi dence to do the things
they can for themselves.

“It’s about helping people to stay in their own
homes for as long as possible, to keep them active,
and to help them make the most of their lives.
That’s what I do and it’s an absolute pleasure.”
Bringing with her a bright, cheerful smile and
positive, humorous attitude, for many it is Donna’s
personality which sees the bond between client
and support grow strong; as having dealt with
her own illness for years, she has a personal
understanding of how best to help others.
“I was diagnosed with MS when I was 15 years
old and I didn’t think I’d be able to work at first.
I’ve learnt how to manage and live with it and I do
think my support work helps me to deal with it all
better as well,” she said.
“Because I work for myself, I’m not restrained
time-wise so I’m not rushing from one person to
the next. I’m also mobile and the car I have is set
up with the seats a bit higher so it’s easier access
for older people.”
Donna continued: “I really get a lot from helping
not only the person, but their family as well, giving
them a break perhaps or just the security that their
loved one isn’t going to be alone all day.

appreciated means a great deal. I think sometimes
I get more out of it than my clients, because I’m
doing what I want to do, I’m helping!”

“The fact that I can do something and that it is

Fully insured, PVG and Disclosure certified,

6287+/2&+6

:,1'2:6

Your local fuel and
lubricant supplier

+RPH )ORRUV

Home heating | Agriculture | Business

E\0DF*LOOLYUD\V
&DUSHWVYLQ\OVNDUQGHDQDPWLFR
ZRRGEHGVEHGGLQJIXUQLWXUH
EOLQGVFXUWDLQVDFFHVVRULHV

'LUHFWIURPWKHIDFWRU\
)UHH4XRWHVDQGFRYHUIURP%XWWWR%DUUD

)UHHTXRWDWLRQ)UHHGHOLYHU\
*XDUDQWHHGORZHVWSULFH

<HDUVH[SHULHQFH
&DOOXVWRGD\RQ
RU
(PDLOGPDFNLOORS#OLYHFRP

Fast | Friendly | Reliable service

7HO  

Call your local depot on

01851 703484

part of
certas energy

'50$&/(2'/7'
+DXODJHVWRUDJHDQG+L$EFUDQHKLUH

+($7,1*2,/0$5,1(*$62,/
75$&725',(6(/&200(5&,$/)8(/6
2,/6725$*(7$1.6

&$//86)5((21
ZZZKLJKODQGIXHOVFRXN

Donna is happy to chat about any needs, home
risk assessments, and how she can provide a
‘wee helping hand’. You can contact Donna on
07444118061 or email: donjsmi@gmail.com

&RQWDLQHU
6DOHV +LUH
6HOIVWRUDJH
IDFLOLW\

9DULHGVL]HVRI
VWRUDJHXQLWVDQG
FRQWDLQHUV
6WRUQRZD\
8LVW
,QYHUQHVV
*ODVJRZ

ZZZGUPDFOHRGQHWLQIR#GUPDFOHRGQHW

 6FRWODQG 6W 6WRUQRZD\ +6 -4

0$&/(11$1&2175$&7256

&,9,/6 685)$&,1*

+RXVHVLWHV$FFHVVURDGV'HPROLWLRQV0DFKLQHODLGWDUPDF
'ULYHZD\V.HUELQJ6FUHHQHGWRSVRLO+DUGODQGVFDSLQJ
$OOJURXQGZRUNV3DYLQJ+DXODJH'LJJHUKLUH

*$5<1$+,1(,6/(2)/(:,6+6'6
2I¿FH0RE
(PDLOPDFOHQQDQSODQW#DROFRP

05/07/18 - 01/08/18

www.hebevents.com

EVENTS SECTION ONE - Page 7

Harris learners stepped outside of the classroom
to find out more about construction careers
A

group of secondary pupils had a lesson
with a difference when they visited a local
construction firm.

Support Adam Johnson added: “This has been a
very worthwhile experience for all of the pupils
involved.

Pupils from Sir E Scott School visited O’Mac
Construction in Stornoway.

“We hope that this will inspire and further
encourage our pupils to consider continuing their
education through the apprenticeship pathway,
leading ultimately to a career in the construction
sector.

The visit was organised by Skills Development
Scotland (SDS) working in partnership with the
school, the Construction Industry Training Board
(CITB) and O’Mac Construction.

“The potential for an increased Harris-based
workforce and stimulating further growth in the
building industry within our community is an
exciting development for the young people of
Harris.”

Pupils got to see the opportunities that are
available in construction in the Islands and see
what it takes to get started in the industry.
Fourteen pupils, ranging from S3 to S6,
donned their hard hats to see a fully functioning
construction yard in operation, ask staff questions
about their jobs, and find out about the benefits
from undertaking a Modern Apprenticeship in the
industry.
O’Mac Construction owner Mark MacDonald
led the day, talking to pupils about his own career
path, apprenticeships with O’Mac and future
opportunities.
The visitors also met with Rhona Gallagher
from the Construction Industry Training Board,
who offered insight into the changing face of
construction in the Islands.
The industry is experiencing a period of growth
across the region, with investment planned for the
coming years – meaning that more employment

opportunities are emerging to meet demand.
The visit was hailed a success by both the school
and the employer.
Mark MacDonald said: “We have been seeing
a decline in applications for apprenticeships over
the last few years which is concerning for the
industry at a time of growth.
“Events like this can only help by allowing
young people to get a brief insight into the industry
and the opportunities that it offers.”
Murdo DA Macleod, a personal adviser at Skills
Development Scotland’s Stornoway careers centre,

said: “The visit to O’Mac Construction was a huge
success, and really opened the Sir E Scott pupils’
eyes to some of the opportunities that are available
on their doorstep – construction is a buoyant
industry in our islands, offering an attractive and
rewarding start for young people through Modern
Apprenticeships.
“It was great for the pupils to see first-hand
how a construction yard operates and to gain an
understanding of what it takes to succeed in the
sector from industry experts.”
Sir E Scott School Principal Teacher of Pupil

SDS is Scotland’s careers service, with careers
advisers working from its careers centres,
community premises and in every state secondary
school across Scotland.
SDS’s Stornoway centre, located at 30 Francis
Street, is open from 9:30am until 4pm on Mondays,
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays, and by
appointment on Fridays.
Customers can get information and advice
covering areas including jobs, the local labour
market, training courses and apprenticeships.
Call to make an appointment at the centre
on 01851 708 900, or follow the SDS Western
Isles
Facebook
page,
www.facebook.com/
SDSWesternIsles.

World-class approval for ‘green’ work of Laxdale pupils

W

orld leading travel company, TUI UK
and Ireland, is praising Laxdale primary
school class for their contribution to protecting
the environment.

students with the knowledge to better understand
key issues, but actively encourages them to
consider what they can do to help protect the
environment.

Laxdale Primary pupils’ commitment to
combating plastic pollution and a stunning
‘recycled’ turtle wowed judges of a contest run by
TUI so much that students were rewarded with a
visit from the Marine Conservation Society for an
exclusive learning day.

Laxdale Primary School impressed judges with
their creativity and passion to make a difference to
the environment. The pupils created ‘The Plastic
Pollution Patrol’, holding a full school assembly
explaining all their learnings and replacing all
canteen plastic straws with paper straws. They
also worked with the younger classes to create
plastic pollution displays throughout the school
and created a huge turtle (one of the creatures
most at risk from marine plastic pollution) out of
recycled bottle tops.

The pupils took part in a competition which was
part of TUI’s Better World Detectives programme.
This forms a key part of the company’s sustainability
strategy and is designed to use the excitement
of travel to stimulate young imaginations and
practically engage children in the global issue of
sustainable tourism.
Aimed at 7-11 years olds, the programme
provides captivating teaching resources and crosscurricular lesson plans which not only equip

To acknowledge their achievements TUI UK and
Ireland organised a special hands-on learning day
in collaboration with The Marine Conservation
Society. As well as classroom activities the
students explored a nearby beach and went on
a ‘rubbish’ treasure hunt looking out natural and

litter items and calculating how many years it
would take for plastic items to biodegrade.
Betty Hepburn, P7 teacher at Laxdale Primary
School said: ‘’The children were really inspired by
Better World Detectives and wanted to share what
they’d learned with the whole school. The pupils
were so excited to have won the competition and
they thoroughly enjoyed their learning workshop
with Marine Conservation Society.
‘’It’s really important that this generation is
educated on sustainability issues – that’s why
it’s great that big companies like TUI are putting
resources like Better World Detectives into the
education system because that will help eradicate
the problems we face.’’
Director of Sustainability at TUI UK and Ireland,
Jane Ashton said: “We were so impressed by
the pupils at Laxdale; their response to Better
World Detectives is exactly what we aim for.
“It’s imperative we understand the importance of
travelling and living as sustainably as possible. As

the students demonstrated, everyone can do their
small bit, from ditching plastic drinking straws to
responsible recycling. If we all took a leaf out of
Laxdale’s book the world would certainly be in
better shape!”
Volunteer and Community Engagement
manager for the Marine Conservation Society
Tara Proud said: “I was impressed with how
knowledgeable the pupils already were about
different marine species and how energised
they were to share their ideas on how we can
reduce ocean plastic pollution. Everyone worked
shoulder to shoulder to complete a beach treasure
hunt and even collected additional litter items
they found on the beach!”
The Better World Detectives programme runs
all year round and is being extended to include
secondary school resources. To find out more
visit www.betterworlddetectives.co.uk
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Duke of Edinburgh
awards on horseback
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F

our girls from the Isle of Lewis travelled
down to the Uist Community Riding
School in Balivanich on Monday 18th June
to participate in the first bronze Duke of
Edinburgh horseback expedition in the
Western Isles.
Once the girls arrived at the riding school and
got their horses ready, they rode for fi ve hours to
a tidal island called Flodaigh, located north of
Benbecula.
Unfortunately, because of the strong winds and
other uncontrollable factors they were unable to
camp in the original campsite they had planned to.
However, they were able to use their initiative
and complete the challenge in a different location
in Uist.
On the second day of the expedition the girls

practiced bandaging the horses’ manes and tails at
the riding school as part of a stable management
lesson before beginning the journey home to
Lewis.
Having now completed this part of the award all
that remains is for everyone involved to undertake
three months of improving a skill and sport of their
choice, together with a further three months of
voluntary work.
If these are successfully achieved the pupils will
be awarded their bronze Duke of Edinburgh in a
ceremony in November 2018.
It is hoped that this will inspire future generations
to take part in this worthwhile challenge.
(This article was created by Rachel Jefferson,
a pupil at The Nicolson Institute who did work
experience for a week in our newsroom.)
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Cancer care
wins £25,000
CnES backing
C
£5000 success
for Isles
Alzheimer group

omhairle nan Eilean Siar agreed in
June to continue funding for the
Macmillan benefits uptake service for
people with cancer and other long term
conditions.

Award winner Anil Thapa along with Margaret Martin, Chair of The Donald Stewart Memorial Trust and Dr
Frances Murray, Rector, The Nicolson Institute.

Anil wins top award for
school, community work

C

hris MacLeod and Donald MacInnes from
Alzheimer Scotland Western Isles were
successful in scooping up £5,000 at the Lens
intrapreneurial finals in Stirling on Tuesday
June 23.

The Lens develops intrapreneurship – that is
acting with the mind-set of an entrepreneur, but
within existing organisations. Already a feature
of leading companies such as Gore, Google and
3M, The Lens adapts this highly effective way of
working and makes it relevant for mission-driven
organisations.
The £5,000 will be used towards launching Chris
MacLeod and Donald MacInnes’ idea for a ‘Ceilidh
at Home’ model. This is person centered activity
for people in the advanced stages of dementia
living at home who cannot attend the activities that
are currently on offer locally.
Donald MacInnes, Community Activities
Organiser said: “Alzheimer Scotland and The Lens
invited applications for ideas earlier this year and
our idea reached the final.
“We have attended workshops to support us
deliver our pitch and the support from the Lens
team and our own colleagues has been amazing.
“We are really excited to be able to deliver our
idea. It was high pressured, a bit like Dragons Den
so it was very nerve wrecking but we stayed focus
on the main goal – getting the money will help us
meet our goal to make sure nobody faces dementia
alone.
“The original idea came from a carer of someone
with dementia in another area. She said ‘My mum
won’t go to events but I’d open up my doors if
people would come to us’.”
Chris MacLeod, Support worker, put forward the
idea for The Lens applications as she recognised the
high value the existing support Alzheimer Scotland
Western Isles provides in rural Lewis for carers and
families at home.

T

his year’s Donald Stewart Memorial Trust
award has gone to a pupil of The Nicolson
Institute.
The Trust decided unanimously that this year’s
award be made to Anil Thapa who has just
completed 6th year..
The Award, which is presented annually in
memory of the long and distinguished service
provided by the late MP for the Western Isles, was
presented to Anil at The Nicolson Institute Prizegiving on Thursday 28th June.
The Trustees said they were highly impressed
with his commitment both to his studies and to
his work within the community. They were also
impressed with his extraordinary work ethic and
time management skills ensuring that he met the
demands of his studies, his work with the Royal Air
Force (Air Cadets), having a part-time job and also
undertaking regular voluntary work.
Among the specifi c achievements which
impressed the Trustees so much were Anil’s
excellent academic attainment, being selected as
the School Captain, which is voted for by pupils
and staff, being selected to represent Scotland
at the World Shotokan Karate Championship in
Ireland where he was awarded with two medals
and for being selected to be the Lord Lieutenant’s
cadet of the Western Isles – an award given to
an outstanding cadet from across the three cadet
forces – Royal Air Force Air Cadets, Army Cadets

Marion MacInnes, Service Manager - Lewis and
Harris, said: “We do currently provide some oneto-one support with people in advanced stages at
home but we feel we are not touching the sides with
this – some of this is due to resource constraints but
also the remote and rural location that people live
in can make it difficult to reach people.
“We wanted to look at a sustainable model that
could maximise the resources we already have and
that involved our local communities. We also want
to make sure our interactions and activity with
people at advanced stages at home are meaningful
and therapeutic.”
The ceilidh at home model will involve a personcentred plan to build a circle of support around the
person with dementia and their informal carer(s) to
provide interaction, involvement and much needed
contact. The aims are to reduce isolation and
support the carer to continue in their caring role
and help people to continue to live longer at home.

Chairman of the Trustees, Margaret Martin
said, “The Trustees were delighted with the
overall quality of this year’s submissions but were
unanimous in their decision to make the award to
Anil.
"The Trustees were delighted to learn of Anil’s
academic and sporting achievements but what
particularly moved the Trustees to award him
this year’s prize was his commitment to helping
improve the lives of others, be that through being
a “buddy” within the school or his voluntary work
at community level where he regularly offers to
help the elderly in the town and undertakes visits
to local nursing homes.
"This is impressive and highly commendable,
but all the more so, when one considers that
these achievements have been attained against a
backdrop of having arrived in Lewis, from Nepal,
when he was eight years old, with only one phrase
of English.”
She continued, “On behalf of the Trust I
congratulate Anil on winning this award and wish
him well in all that he does in the future. He is a
credit to his family, the school and to the island
community and we are all very proud of him. I
also congratulate all other nominees. It is evident
that we have a wealth of talented young people
in the Western Isles. I wish to thank the schools
for their continuing support with the competition,
without whom, the competition would not exist.”

The service comprises one officer working
four days each week who covers the whole of
the Western Isles. Home visits are undertaken
and support provided to secure additional
resources and fi nancial support for people
with cancer and other long term conditions.
Leader of the Comhairle, Roddie Mackay,
said: “I am delighted that our partnership with
Macmillan Cancer Support has been of such
enormous benefit to cancer suffers throughout
the islands. This is a very worthwhile service
which provides great benefit to people across
the Islands and securing financial support
means those affected can focus on what
really matters at what can be a very difficult
and challenging time.”
Macmillan’s Head of Services in Scotland,
Janice Preston said: “Cancer can have a
large and negative impact on someone’s
finances. We know cancer patients very often
experience a drop in income and increased
costs as a result of their cancer diagnosis.
"Many of them will never have claimed
benefi ts before and trying to navigate the
system and fi ll in long complex forms while
dealing with the physical and emotional
problems cancer brings can be very difficult.
"That is why we are working in partnership
with Comhairle nan Eilean Siar to continue
providing this much needed service for
people affected by cancer on the Western
Isles.

Isles to share in £1m sports boost
C

ommunity-based sport and physical
activity projects in Comhairle nan Eilean
“People tell us it is their lifeline,” says Chris, “but Siar have a chance to share in a £1million cash
we regularly get feedback that although we have
investment thanks to a new programme aimed
wonderful events in the community and support at
at changing lives and creating a more inclusive
the Solas day centre it doesn’t match the needs of
and healthier nation.
people in the later stages.”

and the Sea Cadets.

The Comhairle’s Policy and Resources
Committee agreed to allocate £25,000 to
match fund investment from Macmillan
Cancer Support in the service. The Committee
heard that the service has secured £3.2m in
additional income for people with cancer
living in the Western Isles since it started in
2010.

The Changing Lives Through Sport and Physical
Activity (CLTSPA) Fund is a partnership between
the Scottish Government, sportscotland, the
Robertson Trust and Spirit of 2012, and will
support organisations to deliver positive change in
communities across the country.
The CLTSPA Fund is part of a wider £1.8million
programme that provides additional resource
into the sporting and community sector to better
address individual and community needs through
sport and physical activity and also to support
them to become and stay active.
As part of the fund two-year grants ranging
from £30,000 up to £70,000 will be available to
partnerships meeting key criteria and delivering on
the four CLTSPA themes below:
•

Sport for Inclusion

•

Sport for Health and Wellbeing

•

Sport for Skills

•

Sport for Communities

The wider CLTSPA programme has a specific
aim of increasing capacity and skills within
the sporting sector to meet the needs of the
community and to deliver positive change for
participants. Sport Minister Aileen Campbell said:
“This programme will provide vital support and
funding and is a great example of organisations
working in partnership.
"The barriers to taking part in sport and
physical activity are complex and varied, and
through programmes like this we can help people
overcome these issues and enjoy the clear benefits
that sport and physical activity bring.”
Chief Executive of sportscotland, Stewart Harris,
said: “The positive power of sport and physical
activity can be seen every day in communities
across the country thanks to the fantastic work
of community sport hubs, clubs and the wider
sporting system.”
Kenneth Ferguson, Director of The Robertson
Trust said: “The Robertson Trust has a long history
of championing and funding sports and physical
activity where it delivers wider outcomes for
individuals and communities. Our learning from
this work is that positive change is most likely
to happen when organisations understand their
communities, have a focus on the change they

want to deliver and have the right mix of internal
skills and capacity to make it happen.
"We are delighted to be able to invest up to
£500,000 into this programme and to be working
in partnership with sportscotland, Scottish
Government and Spirit of 2012 to develop it. We
believe it offers a real opportunity to strengthen
our existing system for sport in Scotland and to
support more sporting organisations to make a
difference within their communities.”
Chief Executive of Spirit of 2012, Debbie Lye,
said: “Spirit of 2012’s mission as a funder is to
leave a legacy of healthier and happier individuals
and communities – we know that getting people
active is a route to this outcome. That’s why we’re
very proud to join the partnership of the Scottish
Government, sportscotland and the Robertson
Trust and to be entrusted with managing this
Fund which will change lives across Scotland.
We’re delighted to be partners in such a positive
movement for change.”
The CLTSPA Fund is delivered by Spirit of 2012
as part of the Changing Lives through Sport and
Physical Activity programme. Further information
on the Fund and details how to apply can be found
at the Spirit of 2012 website www.spiritof2012.
org.uk
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Best Student in Introduction to Further Education:
Joe Piggott-Custance Presented by Kareen Morrison
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Best Mechanical Engineering Trainee:
Ruairidh Macleod Presented by James Macleod

F

urther Education students at Lews
Castle College UHI enjoyed their
end of year celebration and prizegiving
on Thursday June 14th.
This ceremony gave families and friends
the chance to celebrate the success of their
Further Education students.
This year marks the Sapphire Anniversary
of the opening of the Lews Castle College.
It was August 1953 when the first students
enrolled at the College. Sir Alec Douglas
Home carried out the official opening – he
later went on to become Prime Minister of
the UK.
When the college first opened in 1953

Best Student in Access to Merchant Navy Deck and Engineering
Officer Training Aidan Collier Presented by Alistair Macleod
Health Social and Child Studies Award for Best Student:
Iain Macinnes Presented by Sonja Clark

Most Employable Student of the Year in Hairdressing:
Angela Louch Presented by Elspeth Robertson

An Lanntair Award for Best NC Jewellery Student: Gillian Davies
Presented by Christina Mackenzie. Gillian also won on the
"Money for Nothing Awards" presented by Iain Macmillan

The Stenhouse Award for Food Management:
Callum Macleod Presented by Mairi Cook

The Digby Chick Award:
Lewis Maclean Presented by Mairi Cook

The Billy Macleod Inspirational Award:
George MacRitchie Presented by Iain Macmillan

The Specialist Welding Services Award for Best Engineering
Trainee: Jessica Macphail Presented by Calum Macphail

Praise for FE students at college
Advanced Engineering Craft Practice Award for Best Student:
Matthew Murray Presented by Alasdair Macleod
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The Ontime Computer Services Award in Multi Media
Computing: Iain Martin Presented by Alexander Peck

there was only 90 students and nine fulltime teaching staff although there was still
a variety of different courses. Now there
are roughly 2700 students and over 100
members of staff that are employed full
time. Although the College still offers many
of the same types of courses as it did when
it was first opened, such as those relating to
the Merchant Navy and construction, it has
added many more courses.

have recently become available.

The college is always trying to improve
its courses to meet the changing needs
of people in the community, and courses
related to Harris Tweed and Jewellery,
Social Science, Construction and Gaelic

“We are a bit wary of celebrating in this
part of the world as we are concerned what
other people will think when we take time
to think about our own achievements.”

The blessing was given by Father Roddy
Johnson of Our Holy Redeemer's Church,
in Scotland Street, Stornoway.
In his introduction, Iain Macmillan, the
principal of the Lews Castle College said:
“Anniversaries are times to celebrate where
you have come from and Lews Castle
College has come a long way from where it
started in 1953.

He spoke of the gains both of the courses

themselves and the experience of being in
the College. “We all have the capacity to
learn, no matter how young or how old we
are. We learn something new every day, an
old saying but it’s true.”
And remember that “you are not just a
student, you are a member of the college
family.”
He continued to say: "Anniversaries –
such as the college’s Sapphire Anniversary
and events such as today – are also times
to plan where you are going next and all of
us at Lews Castle College wish you all the
best with your future studies and careers.”

Money for Nothing Award First Prize:
Noah Stubbings Presented by Iain Macmillan

Money for Nothing Award commended:
Tamzin Macdonald Presented by Iain Macmillan

Money for Nothing Award highly commended:
Jamie Morrison Presented by Iain Macmillan

Money for Nothing Award highly commended:
Gillian Davies Presented by Iain Macmillan
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Claire wins
jewellery
competition

T

his year’s winner of the Natural Retreats
- Jewellery Competition award is Claire
Dedman – a student on the Lews Castle College
UHI Jewellery course.
This is the second year that Natural Retreats have
sponsored the award.
The award was presented by Mr Colin Maciver
from Natural Retreats and is another example of
how Natural Retreats are committed to support
Lews Castle College UHI as it continues to develop
its range of “Creative Industries“ courses and
Summer Schools.
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Claire is pictured with Colin
MacIver, General Manager,
Natural l Retreats Lews
Castle; Christina Mackenzie,
Jewellery Lecturer; Dr Ann
Murray, Assistant Principal;
Callum Ian Macmillan,
Business Development
Officer

This year’s Summer Schools run throughout July
and include Art, Jewellery, Gaelic, Harris Tweed
and Theatre Summer courses.
“Lews Castle College UHI is committed to
helping to develop the local creative industries and
craft industries through working in partnership with
agencies like An Lanntair and the Harris Tweed
Industry .
“We are also working with local artists such as
Kenneth Burns and with An Lanntair arts centre to
build on the success of our Art and Music courses
in Uist “ said Dr Ann Murray, Assistant Principal –
Lews Castle UHI.
“The huge interest in the Jewellery courses we
have run over the last two years demonstrates that
there is strong interest – both from islanders and
people visiting the islands - in our local creative
industries “ said Dr Murray.
For further information on this year’s Lews Castle
College UHI Summer School and the range of new
courses being introduced in August, please visit
www.lews.uhi.ac.uk

College offers new diplomas
L

ews Castle College UHI is offering a range
of Higher National Certificates (HNCs)
and Higher National Diplomas (HNDs) next
session.

Achieving an HNC or HND is one of the best
ways to achieve a career with prospects.
HNC and HND courses provide the practical
skills you need to do a job and the theoretical
knowledge your employer will expect you to have.
Higher National qualifications don't just qualify
you for work. Some HNCs allow direct entry into
the second year of a degree programme, and some
HNDs allow direct entry to third year.
HNCs and HNDs can also give you the
knowledge and understanding required for Scottish
Vocational Qualifications (SVQs).
They can also count towards membership
of professional bodies and other employer
organisations.
The recommended qualifi cation for entry to an
HNC or HND course is one of the following:
• a programme of national Units appropriate to

the course you want to study;
• one or two passes at Higher or above;
• an equivalent qualification.
Lews Castle College UHI offers the following
HN programmes. Clicking on the title will take
you to the college website for further information.
Administration and Information Technology HNC
Administration and Information Technology HND
Business HNC
Business HND
Childhood Practice HNC
Computing Science HND
Computing HNC
Engineering Systems HNC
Jewellery HNC
Music HNC
Social Science HNC
Social Services HNC
We welcome enquiries and/or applications now.
Contact: leadmissions@uhi.ac.uk
Telephone: 01851770000
www.lews.uhi.ac.uk/course

Website: https://

Microsoft Office app
training courses on offer
T

raining in a wide range of Microsoft Office
applications is being offered by Lews Castle
College.
There is a range of flexible courses priced at £30 per
subject area - all are at beginner level and start from
Monday June 25th. They run throughout the year.
These are courses from the British Computer
Society (BCS) which is a highly sought-after
certifi cation that covers the fundamental use
of computers, internet, e-mail and applications
software.
“The subjects are provided on a flexible basis
which appeals to candidates who have previously
completed BCS modules.
“Study materials are provided and candidates
have access to support from lecturing staff with a
wealth of knowledge and expertise.

“The BCS modules would be suitable for
individuals looking for IT certification to improve a
CV and employability, a starting point for returning
to Education, as part of continuing professional
development (CPD) or simply to improve their
computer skills.
“Previous
candidates
have
completed
certifi cation at levels 1/2 to improve their skill
base prior to studying part-time/full-time where
they have gone on to successfully achieve HNC/
HND awards.
“There are a variety of candidates within the
groups who can be working on different modules.
“The nature of the delivery provides them with
one-to-one support as and when it is required.
“BCS training and certifi cation has a proven
track record for improving skills and providing the
confidence to progress and achieve.”

Harris Tweed chance at college
T

here’s a new part-time Harris Tweed course
starting at Lews Castle College soon.

The Harris Tweed National Progression Award is
for you if you have an interest in the Harris Tweed
industry, fashion or textiles design.
The college says this part-time course offers the
opportunity to explore your creative side through
a range of specially delivered units of study
that prepare you for progression into a creative
discipline of your choice.

You will explore:
The history of Harris Tweed, one of the last
indigenous cloths.
Design ideas, draft, warp and weave your own tweed.
Visit mills and weavers who work on the cloth.
Engage in trouble shooting sessions on both the
single and double width looms.
Study the marketing of tweed items and make your
own product with sessions on selling and pricing.

There are no specifi c access requirements for
the National Progression Award in Harris Tweed
and entry is at the discretion of the college.
Candidates would normally be expected to have
attained one of the following, or equivalent: a course
or its component units at Intermediate 1 (SCQF
level 4) in a relevant subject area such as fashion
and textiles, product design, art and design and/or
technologies; Standard Grade at General level in a
relevant subject area; Core Skills in communication
and problem solving at SCQF level 4.

The National Progression Award is also suitable
for adult returners. Any candidates would be
expected to demonstrate appropriate prior
experience.
For more information see:
Website: https://www.lews.uhi.ac.uk/courses/
npa-harris-tweed/
Telephone: 01851770000
Email: adminle@uhi.ac.uk
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NEW COURSES AT LEWS CASTLE COLLEGE
UHI FOR 2018/19!
NC in Fashion Design and Manufacture
This course offers the opportunity to explore your creative side through a range
of specially delivered units which will develop an understanding and basic skills
in the areas of fashion design and garment manufacture [including units on
Harris Tweed].
HNC Jewellery
The HNC Jewellery course will provide you with the opportunity to develop the
skills to produce Jewellery which reflect the quality of design and craftsmanship
required by the Jewellery market
NPA Harris Tweed (Part-time)
This course provides you with the opportunity to explore the History of Harris Tweed, design ideas and drafting, warping and weaving your
own tweed.It will also involve study of the marketing of Harris Tweed and Harris
Tweed accessories, visits to mills , demonstrations of double and single width looms
and the study of the marketing of Harris Tweed products .
NPA Construction
This pre-apprentice course will introduce you to the key construction trades
such as joinery, bricklaying, painting, roofing and wall and floor tiling. It
will provide candidates with the competence to successfully complete the
construction skills certificate scheme (CSCS), health, safety and environment
knowledge test to fulfil certification requirements and a work placement
which are an ideal way to prepare for an Apprenticeship in Construction.
NC Electrical
This course is designed for people seeking employment as Electricians. The
course includes electrical wiring, electrical principles, mathematics, safe
working practices and earthing systems. Opportunities are available for
Electricians in a range of industries and it is a career which continues to offer
good employment prospects.
HNC Social Science
The Social Sciences HNC will help you to find answers
to the bigger questions in our society and gain the skills and knowledge you need
for a career working with people and the community.
You can study full time or part time - to suit your personal and professional
circumstances and you may be able to progress to the second year of the BA (Hons)
Social Sciences on completion of the HNC.
If you want to find out what is happening around you : in your home, in your street,
in society and in the world then this is the course for you !

www.lews.uhi.ac.uk
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Paul McCormack of Belfast Met, the Gencomm Project lead partners with David MacLeod, Head of
Municipal Services at Comhairle nan Eilean Siar; Councillor Norman A Macdonald CnES Convener and
Elizabeth Johnson, the business development manager for the Pure Energy Centre

Hydrogen power
hopes grow for Isles
D

elegates from across Europe met at
Lews Castle College on Wednesday June
27th for the GENCOMM 2018 Conference,
organised by the hydrogen fuel, renewable and
energy storage company, Pure Energy Centre.

produce oxygen for the local market where ferry
constraints affect supplies.

Experts came from Italy, Germany, Ireland,
Northern Ireland, Shetland and elsewhere.

The conference saw discussions from many
world leading developments including large scale
renewable hydrogen production (Energia, Ireland),
hydrogen transport (IZES, Germany), bioenergie
hydrogen (Pure Energy Centre, UK), hydrogen
ferries (Western Isles Communities), hydrogen
hospitals (Lews Castle College), and hydrogen
Combined Heat and Power.

The conference on GENerating energy
secure COMMunities through Smart Renewable
Hydrogen (GENCOMM) discussed the most
promising technologies towards hydrogen
commercialisation with the support of Comhairle
nan Eilean Siar.

The RCV – powered by diesel and gas – will
collect the fi sh-farm waste to generate the gas to
power the vehicle itself, David explained.

Attendees were welcomed by CnES Convener
Councillor Norman A Macdonald who recalled
the work done in Uig some years ago when a
private company developed a local supply of
hydrogen for road vehicles which unfortunately
did not when the public sector support needed to
progress. “There is no doubt that the work your
are doing right now is critically important not
just in communities on the periphery but right
across the world.” A lot of work had been done
to cope issues of cost and safety relating to the use
of hydrogen. A key way forward was to develop
sustainable ways of powering the production of
hydrogen.

GENCOMM, financed by the North West Europe
(NWE) Programme, aims to demonstrate and
validate the maturity of hydrogen technologies.
It will do so by implementing three pilot plants
that link different renewable sources (solar power,
wind power, and bio-energy) with hydrogen
energy storage. It will then use the stored green
hydrogen energy for producing heat, generating
power and fuelling vehicles.

David MacLeod, Head of Municipal Services
at Comhairle nan Eilean Siar (CnES) explained
how CnES had started in the early 2000s to find
ways of disposing of organic waste leading to
pioneering work with an anaerobic digester and
a series of experiments followed on how the use
the energy produced. The project began to focus
on the development of hydrogen as road fuel. And
they had developed the disposal of fish waste from
local plants, creating a bigger gas supply.

“We are pleased with the organization of the
conference being in a remote location, illustrating
GENCOMM’s commitments to both urban and
isolated communities.

Initial experiments focussed on small vehicles
like Royal Mail vans, but now the focus is on using
gas to power Rubbish Collection Vehicles (RCVs)
and CnES is taking delivery during July of the fifth
such vehicle in Scotland, following two in Fife and
two in Aberdeen. The project is also hoping to

Paul McCormack, Gencomm’s Project Director
from Belfast Met College, said, ‘GENCOMM
is currently attracting global attention with the
high innovations that the different partners and
stakeholders are creating.

“Renewable and hydrogen technologies are
key to the development of our future energy
systems and without projects and conferences
like GENCOMM, we would all be working in
isolation.”
Pure Energy® Centre is is now aiming at
supporting the transport sector and fleet owners
such as councils, businesses, supermarkets,
logistic companies in greening their fleet by
offering green fuel. Currently the PEC is supplying
hydrogen solutions in Asia, Africa, Europe, and
South America.
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New exhibition at Morven Gallery
A

n exhibition of new work by Ruth Odell,
Gareth Watson and Effie Galletly opened
at Morven Gallery in Barvas on Saturday June
23rd.

Ruth O’Dell graduated from Winchester School
of Art with an Honours degree in 1986, originally
worked with her partner David Greenall, also a
painter, at their studio in Sandgate, Kent.
Ruth works from sketchbook studies in pencil
and the work is then carried forward in the studio
using a variety of media. The resulting pieces can
be seen as a personal diary of daily life on Lewis.
Gareth Watson has been drawing for as long as
he can remember, and began painting full time in
2003. Working almost exclusively in pencil and
watercolour, he creates timeless, semi-abstract
images, more concerned with capturing light and
space than in recording the details of the scenes.
Drawings focus on the stuff of things, while the
locations which prompt the paintings tend to be
remote and are scattered not only throughout
Britain, but also in such areas as the Alps, Iceland
and Scandinavia.

Effie Galletly grew up in the west of Scotland and
was raised in a home where art, music and sewing
were greatly encouraged. After leaving school
she travelled widely as a singer and songwriter
followed by a period working as a music journalist,
and later running her own solo music publishing
company while bringing up two daughters with
husband Michael Dickson, a consulting structural
engineer, in Somerset, England.
There have been four main infl uences in Effie's
artistic development: her mother, Isabel, who set
her challenging standards in her dressmaking and
tailoring from early on; her school Art teacher, Mr
Wilkie, whose lessons in drawing, structure and
colour she has never forgotten; more recently
Jan Hassard, who introduced her to the world of
traditional quilt making in her beginners' class;
and Susan Denton whose inspiring workshops set
her on her own path of discovery.
Over the last decade, Effie has produced a large
body of work, with an emphasis on the landscapes
of the Outer Hebrides of Scotland.

New
look for
'Buth
Bheag'…
home on
Tarbert
main
street for
Essence
of Harris
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College backs bid to
promote all sports on Isles
By Eilidh Whiteford

F

inding your ideal way to get fit has just become easier with
the publication of the updated Lewis and Harris Sports &
Leisure Directory – listing all the sports and recreation clubs,
and their contact details, available on the islands.
The publication of the colourful, eye-catching, glossy 16-page
Directory came about following a need identifi ed by the Lewis and
Harris Sports Council, and was sponsored by Lews Castle College
UHI.
“The purpose of creating the Directory was to enable people to find
sports facilities and other useful details of clubs and organisations
in Lewis and Harris and promote sport and leisure activities,” said
Callum Iain Macmillan, Lews Castle College UHI.
“The benefi t to the clubs and sports centres should be that
participation should be increased. If it isn’t – it won’t be for lack of
contact information!”
“One good example of what is possible was our French Engineering
students who made contact and played for the Stornoway Rugby
Team; one of them was voted ‘Player of the Year’.
“And now every new student to the Lews Castle College UHI will
receive a Directory when they arrive to study. It’s one of the best
things I’ve worked on and I’m passionate about now making it as
effective as possible.”
To be effective, a total of 3,000 Directories have been printed
and by September will be distributed in a wide range of outlets
throughout Lewis and Harris – including sports centres, schools, GP
and dental surgeries, island ferry terminals and airports, hotels and

B&Bs, social clubs, coffee
shops, bars and hairdressers.
A real collaborative effort,
alongside the support of Lews
Castle College UHI (which
provided funding to cover
printing costs), the Directory
was produced by Education
& Children Services (Sport
& Health) Department; the
Sports Development Service
of Comhairle nan Eilean
Siar; Lewis and Harris Sports
Council, and NHS Western
Isles.
Featuring more than 40
different sports and activities,
listing everything from tenpin bowling to shinty, Tai
Chi to tennis, dance to angling, the Directory information and club
contact details are also available online at www.cne-siar.gov.uk/
media/7833/sportsdirectory.pdf
And Steven Munro, Sport & Health Department at CnES, urged
clubs and organisations to keep the Directory team updated with any
changes to club members or contact detail changes.
“The Directory really is a one stop shop for all,” he said. “And
now we have the information both online and in print which is great.
“We would urge people to keep us up to date on any changes

Hopes for new
Hebrides Chamber
of Commerce
P

lans are under way for the relaunch of a
Chamber of Commerce for the Outer
Hebrides, almost a decade after the demise of
the previous one.
The aim is to model it on mainland examples
like Caithness Chamber of Commerce which also
serves a widely dispersed area with a low density
of population which, like the Outer Hebrides,
totals around 26,000.
Caithness Chamber of Commerce was first
established in the 1970s by a group of local
businesspeople. In late 2008 a new company
limited by guarantee was formed and, with initial
funding from Highlands and Islands Enterprise of
£150,000, the Caithness Chamber of Commerce
was relaunched with a full-time Chief Executive
and a new structure. Further staff were recruited
with a three-year £120,000 funding award from the
Nuclear Decommissioning Authority dealing with
the Dounreay plant. It now has a total staff of eight.
The Chamber aims to support every type of
business, from sole traders and small businesses
to large corporate companies. Members are drawn
from a vast range of industry sectors including
energy, tourism, retail, transport, food and drink
and manufacturing. It has developed a valuable
portfolio of added value services to boost the
business success of members.
It also stages a number of events throughout
the year to facilitate the vital interaction between
business owners and managers. The annual
Caithness Chamber of Commerce dinner is
the highlight of the year at which past keynote
speakers have included such key business leaders
as Sir Tom Farmer and politicians including the
Chief Secretary to the Treasury and the Secretary
of State for Scotland.
The driving force behind the Outer Hebrides

Chamber plan is Lynne Maciver, of Maciver Project
Services, a Programme and Project Manager who
works with businesses of all sizes delivering
business change and technology solutions.
Amongst other activities, Lynne is also vice-chair
of the board of An Lanntair arts centre.
The Outer Hebrides project is seeking initial
funding from HIE which is under way at present
and is looking ahead to developing contacts
throughout the business community of the islands.
Lynne says the aim of developing a Chamber of
Commerce again is to give the business community
a voice. “Over the intervening years (since the
last Chamber) we have had an incredibly difficult
economic environment. We were all very focussed
on near-sight goals.” The political and economic
climate has been very uncertain since then. “The
economic stability of the Islands is key to reversing
depopulation and taking a long-term view of the
health of the Islands.”
But right now the business community does
not have a voice in these developments. “This
chamber could provide the structure to enable a
“we” of the business community to exist” when
dealing with developments such as high-speed
digital communications. Chambers are a tried
and tested concept – going back more than a
century. The Inverness Chamber of Commerce is
celebrating its 125th anniversary, Lynne said.
She also pointed to the growing number of
“exports” – abroad, to England and to the mainland
– from all sorts of Island businesses, from candles
and bakery products to salmon and Harris Tweed.
“If the business community works together, and
promotes together and takes stuff off the Islands
together, we are increasing our market and
increasing the Island GDP and more GDP means
more jobs which would all be a positive cycle.”

Steven Munro, Kirsty Baird and Karen Pickard of Lewis Sports Centre
with Callum Ian Macmillan, Lews Castle College.

to their club members or contacts though – we can always make
updates to our online information at any time.
“And if there are any new groups or clubs that we may have
missed, please do get in touch to give us your details and we can add
your club into the Directory also.”
You can contact Steven Munro of 01851 822785 or email at
smunro@cne-siar.gov.uk

SNP membership 'soars
after MPs protest'
M

embership of the SNP in Na h-Eileanan
an Iar rose by 15% during the last two
weeks of June.
This follows the Westminster power-grab protest
which saw SNP MPs walk out of Prime Minister’s
Questions in protest.
This signifi cant rise in Isles SNP membership,
which follows the national trend, is welcomed by
the local Constituency Association together with
Na h-Eileanan an Iar’s MSP Alasdair Allan, MP
Angus B MacNeil and the SNP Group at Comhairle
nan Eilean Siar.
Alasdair Allan MSP said: “The rise in membership
in the SNP locally and nationally in recent days
refl ects a growing realisation that Westminster
has no respect for the Scottish Parliament and its
powers, or for the views of Scotland’s MPs in the
Commons. More and more people realise this
situation can’t continue.”
Angus MacNeil MP added: “I am delighted to
see that even more people in Na h-Eileanan an Iar
are joining Scotland’s Party.
“The wants and needs of Scotland continue to
be ignored by Westminster and this reality is hitting
home in our islands and across Scotland. I will
continue to stand up for our islands and Scotland.
“We would warmly welcome even more people
to join us in the SNP.”
Councillor Gordon Murray, SNP Group Leader
at Comhairle nan Eilean Siar, said: “I am hugely
encouraged by the rise of membership and it is
evidence indeed that the SNP are the party fighting
for social justice.
"Our group at CnES will continue to fight for our
communities and protect the services they value
alongside like-minded independent councillors."
Margaret Martin, Convenor of the local SNP
Constituency Association said: “There is much
frustration that Scotland is being ignored and a
growing SNP membership locally and nationally
will help ensure Scotland’s voice is heard. It is
really easy to join you can sign up online at https://

join.snp.org or call 0131 525 8925.”
Following the recent Ministerial shake-up,
the new Scottish Government minister with
responsibility for the Islands is Paul Wheelhouse whose full title is Minister for Energy, Connectivity
and the Islands.
His specific responsibilities are:
• energy and energy consents
• renewable energy industries
• connectivity including 100% broadband
• cross government co-ordination on islands
Born in Belfast, Paul was raised in Edinburgh,
attending Stewart's Melville College. He has an
Honours degree in Economics from the University
of Aberdeen and an MBA from the University of
Edinburgh. He has lived in Berwickshire since 2000.
Paul is a professional economist and, since 1992,
had specialised in higher and further education
markets, policy evaluation and economic appraisal
and impact assessment of capital projects.
Between May 2011 and September 2012
Paul served on the Scottish Parliament's Finance
Committee, and the Standards, Procedures and
Public Appointments Committee. And was the
Parliamentary Liaison Offi cer to the Cabinet
Secretary for Parliamentary Business and
Government Strategy of the Scottish Government.
Previously, between May 2011 and Feb 2012,
Paul served as Parliamentary Liaison Officer
for the Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and
Environment and the Minister for Climate Change.
Prior to taking his Ministerial position Paul
was a member of cross-party groups on Epilepsy,
Rural Policy, Armed forces Veterans, Funerals and
Bereavement, Boating and Marine Tourism and
deputy convener of Sport. Paul Wheelhouse was
appointed Minister for Business, Innovation and
Energy in May 2016.
Meanwhile Deputy First Minister John Swinney
confi rmed on Twitter: "It has been my privilege to
have responsibility for Gaelic since 2016 and that
has not changed."
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Hall opens to public after volunteer project
A

n open day on Saturday 14 July from 10am to 5pm will
give local people the chance to see the new Kingdom Hall
of the Jehovah’s Witnesses built last year on Perceval Road,
Stornoway.

JW halls and has a seating capacity of 60.

The congregation dates back to the 1920’s in Stornoway and their
former first-fl oor hall in Church Street was used as far back as the
late 1950s.

There is a church department that oversees Kingdom Hall
construction worldwide and it was they who determined that the old
hall was not fi t for purpose and subsequently set about getting the
group relocated. All the design and organisational work is done by
the church as a central organisation in order to take pressure of local
congregation members.

Today, there is an average meeting attendance of about 35. There
are a number of members who, because of ill health or age-related
infirmities cannot attend the meetings. However, there is a telephone
link they can listen in on. There are hopes of adding video links in
the future. The new hall is the smallest of three standard designs for

Local contractors were employed for off-site work and much of
the materials used for the build were sourced from suppliers on the
island, but all the building work was done by volunteers. In all there
were 176 volunteers. They came from all over the UK and Ireland,
from Stornoway itself to Kent in southern England.

Accommodation was provided mainly by members of th
Stornoway congregation. The fi rst volunteers arrived in the week
starting 17 April 2017. The project was finished around 20 August
2017. Work was carried out 8am-5pm, fi ve days a week. Meals
were cooked each day by volunteers in a specially-designed catering
trailer. The volunteers each had their speciality to offer to the work
and, giving up holidays and other time-off, only worked for short
bursts.
The group says: “We recorded the temperature throughout the
build, virtually on a daily basis. This ranged from 1C to 29C over the
four-and-a-half month period it took to build.
“We battled with all kinds of weather, from snow, heavy wind and
rain, right through to beautiful hot sunshine!”

New face for
Labour in Isles
T

he Western Isles Labour Party has selected a North Uist
woman with a strong history of community involvement
as the party's candidate for the next Westminster General
Election.
Alison MacCorquodale, from Paiblesgarry, currently works as
an Economic Development Offi cer for Comhairle nan Eilean Siar.
An Honours law graduate from Aberdeen University, she is also
secretary of UNISON’s Western Isles Local Government Branch.
Her immediate message was that the Western Isles is in urgent
need of a strong political voice to address the specific needs of the
constituency.
Ms MacCorquodale said: “It is essential our priorities are
represented with consistency, tenacity and focus on outcomes.”

Wins for Hughsons
T

he Hughson brothers continued their national shooting
successes during June with John, left, aged 17, retaining his
status as top junior skeet shooter in Scotland and Andrew, right,
aged 15, making his mark as the top junior DTL shooter in Scotland
Andrew won several awards on the Auchterhouse Country Sports
shooting ground near Dundee in the Scottish Championships for
Down-the-line (DTL) clay pigeon shooting.
Andrew won junior high gun charity shoot; under-16 Scottish
Champion; Junior Scottish Champion (under 21); overall Junior
Champion, and highest qualifying scores for the Junior Scottish Team.
He was capped Junior Scottish Captain and will be taking the Junior
team to Mid Wales where they will shoot in the British Open and the
European DTL Championships in July.
A week earlier, John Hughson shot 99/100 at the Northern Area
Island Compulsory at the Harris Gun Club’s site near Aline. This
event was an Island Compulsory shoot for Western Isles shooters
to stay engaged in the team selection process without the need to
travel to the mainland. John will be taking part in the Scottish Skeet
Championship in August.
John took up the sport of clay target shooting at the age of 12 in
2013, the same year that Harris Gun Club relocated from Urgha to
Aline Forest.

She added: “The future of our fragile islands’ economy depends
on attracting more people here while retaining our current
population. I will work constructively with anyone, regardless of
party label, to achieve these outcomes”
On Brexit, Ms MacCorquodale said: “Personally, I voted to
remain but respect the democratic process. I will be having
immediate discussions with representatives from the key sectors –
including Fishing, Crofting and Tourism - to fi nd how their needs
and priorities can be refl ected in negotiations. Their voices must
be heard”.
Ms MacCorquodale said that Holyrood and Westminster issues
could not be separated entirely and that she would campaign to
highlight the “scandalous” treatment of Comhairle nan Eilean
Siar’s finances by the Scottish Government.
She said: “At a time when the need for an economic Deal for the
Islands is being recognised, it is unacceptable and nonsensical that
Western Isles has suffered the harshest settlement of any Scottish
local authority with a £504 per head of population cut in funding
over the past five years.”
“Through my trade union work, I know the suffering this has
already caused our communities in terms of both job losses and
reductions in vital services. This has not been a recession, it has
been a robbery. Our people are our greatest asset and the fact our
communities face another four years of cuts is untenable.”
Alison MacCorquodale paid tribute to the efforts of her
predecessor as Labour candidate, Ealasaid MacDonald, who made

the seat into a marginal with a ten per cent swing to Labour. She
said: “I want to build on the great work that was done at the last
election and will be a candidate who listens to and acts on behalf
of the people of the Western Isles”.
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Join in plea from Glencoe target for
Parliament to
Uig’s Rhoda
young people L

ong-distance runner Rhoda
Bamsey who lives at Cliff
is aiming to raise £10,000 for
oung people in the Highlands and Islands are being urged to Cancer Research UK Stornoway by
tell the Scottish Parliament about what inspires them to be running the Glencoe Marathon on
in with an opportunity to come to Holyrood or for the Presiding September 30.
Officer to come to them.
She is on a 16-week running

Y

To celebrate the Year of Young People, the Parliament has developed
a number of activities designed to give young people a stronger voice
at Holyrood.
The Presiding Offi cer of the Scottish Parliament, Rt. Hon Ken
Macintosh MSP said:
“As a Parliament we need to know what is important to everyone
growing up in Scotland and I hope young people from across
this country will come forward and share their stories and their
experiences with us.
“I’m really looking forward to travelling the length and breadth of
Scotland to meet young people, to spend some time hearing more
about what matters to them and how the Parliament can help make
a difference.”
The Presiding Officer will meet with eight young people or groups
of young people from across Scotland. All types of activities will
be considered so people can apply to take part by answering the
following question:
What inspires you in your life, what helps you keep moving
forward?
The Parliament is looking for both individuals and groups to take
part.

schedule to get her ready for the event.
The Glencoe off-road marathon is
Scotland’s toughest marathon and is
an epic trail run that ascends a total
of 1,608 metres through the heart of
Glencoe and into the foothills of Ben
Nevis.
The route snakes through the pass of
Glencoe before climbing 500 metres
up the fearsome Devils Staircase
and then dropping back to sea level
at Kinlochleven. It then climbs up
through the Mamores, then the route
undulates until the descent into Glen
Nevis and the base of Ben Nevis.
She says: "I do a lot of road running
and have competed in running events
over the last 14 years here on the
island and mainland.
"I organised a personal ultramarathon event from Barra to the Butt
of Lewis that involved six marathons
in six days raising money for the Linda
Norgrove Foundation in 2010.

"I
recently
completed
the
Stornoway Half Marathon coming in
as 1st Female Veteran 45+ and 2nd
local female runner.
"With all my road running
experience you’d think it would be
easy to run Glencoe, but that's not the
case.
"I ran the Edinburgh Marathon and
it took me 3hrs 24mins – to do the
Glencoe Marathon will probably take
me fi ve hours because of the terrain,
the route and climbs and descents. A
really tough one to do and has been
on my bucket list for a couple of years
now, and this is the year to do it!"
Her fundraising target is £10,000
for Cancer Research UK. "We all have
either family, friends, work colleagues,
people in our communities on the
Island that have cancer, have been
treated for cancer or died from cancer,
it touches so many lives. Cancer
survival rates have doubled over
the last 40 years and I want to help
improve the opportunities to improve
technologies, prevention, diagnosis
and treatment and bring forward the
day when all cancers are cured.
My Cancer Research UK giving page
is: https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.
org/page/rhodas-giving-page-1

Visitor numbers
'static since 2013' Windfarm trust wins community award
V

isitor numbers for the Outer Hebrides have remained almost
static since 2013, after a big rise between 2006 and 2013,
according to statistics presented to Comhairle nan Eilean Siar’s
Sustainable Development Committee on Wednesday June 13

And councillors were told that the fi ndings of the 2017 Islands
Visitor Survey showed the amount spent by visitors has soared by
20% from £53.5m to £64.5m.
However, the proportion of people “very satisfied” with their trip to
the Outer Hebrides fell from 87% in 2013 to 82% last year.
Yet the proportion of leisure visitors amongst people travelling to
the Islands has risen… in 2017 total visitor numbers (as provided by
travel operators) were 218,590 comprising leisure visitors – 68% (up
from 54% in 2013), business/ work – 19%; and visiting friends and
relatives – 12%.
The total visitor figure in 2013 was reported as “just over 218,000”.
The 2006 Outer Hebrides Tourism Update reported 171,137 visitors.
Other key points from the 2017 Survey were:
The largest proportion of visitors comes from Scotland (55%) and
the rest of the UK (28%). Overseas visitors are predominantly from
Europe (16%) and North America (6%).
Friendliness of local people and standards of accommodation
received the highest satisfaction scores. The quality and value for
money of visitor attractions was commended and the quality of local
food produce, arts and crafts also received praise.
The most significant area of dissatisfaction was the poor extent and
quality of digital connectivity (mobile networks, wifi, 3/4G).
The average spend per capita of visitors was £309, up from £245 in
2013. For leisure visitors, average spend was higher at £344.
Councillor Donald Crichton, who chairs the Committee, said:
“The potential of tourism to create employment, generate income
and retain population in the Outer Hebrides has been recognised for
some time; however it is only in recent years, with a truly strategic
and co-ordinated approach from stakeholders, that significant growth
has been achieved.
“The fi ndings of the Outer Hebrides Visitor Survey 2017 are
extremely welcome and encouraging, demonstrating that the region
is on-course to achieve the ambitious sectoral targets outlined in the
Tourism Outer Hebrides 2020 Strategy.
“The availability of this data and insight is a significant resource
which will inform the work of the TOH 2020 Group and its constituent
partner organisations going forward. Local control of the Tourism
Marketing budget has enabled the Comhairle, in conjunction with
the TOH 2020 Leadership Group, to deliver initiatives to support and
further develop the promotion of the Outer Hebrides in a responsive,
innovative and multi-layered way.”

Donald John MacSween, third from the right, after receiving the Celebrating Communities Award on behalf of Point and Sandwick Trust

C

ommunity wind farm charity Point
and Sandwick Trust won a major
accolade at the Scottish Charity Awards
on Thursday June 14 th – taking the
‘Celebrating Communities’ trophy.
The award is for their charity work, funding
and supporting community projects with
the profi ts from their wholly communityowned wind farm at Beinn Ghrideag outside
Stornoway.
The Awards ceremony was hosted by
Sally Magnusson and held at the Edinburgh
International Conference Centre.
The Awards are run by the Scottish
Council for Voluntary Organisations (SCVO),
the national body representing the interests
of charities, voluntary organisations and
social enterprises. The shortlist included 40
individuals and organisations from across
the third sector in Scotland.
Donald John MacSween, general manager
of Point and Sandwick Trust, was there to
collect the award. He said: “This has been
a great night for PST, and recognition of the

great support we enjoy from the Point and
Sandwick community and further afield.

said: “A huge congratulations to our winners
and all of this year’s finalists.

“We’re so proud of this fantastic
achievement, coming only halfway through
this, our second year of grant donations to
the diverse community groups in our area.
We hope to continue making a significant
and growing contribution to our community
in the years ahead.”

“Each of the 40 individuals and
organisations shortlisted make a huge
difference to the communities they work
with, and I’m delighted that we have been
able to bring the third sector together to both
recognise and celebrate their achievements.
We received over 13,000 votes for the
People’s Choice Award so I would also like
to thank all those who contributed to the
evening by voting for their favourite charity.
A wonderful night had by all.”

It is the second award for Point and
Sandwick Trust. Two years ago, they were
named Best Community Project at the
Scottish Green Energy Awards.
In terms of power output (nine megawatts),
the three turbines at Beinn Ghrideag make it
the largest wind farm run by a community
anywhere in the UK.
However, last night’s recognition was
solely for the charitable work by Point and
Sandwick Trust, which started up as a charity
in 2005 and began generating power in
November 2015.
Andrew Burns, Convener of the Scottish
Council for Voluntary Organisations (SCVO),

The People’s Choice Award, voted for
by members of the public, went to Blood
Bikes Scotland, a free out-of-hours courier
service for NHS hospitals in Lothian and the
Borders. They were also named Charity of
the Year at the Scottish Charity Awards.
Donald John added: “Blood Bikes
Scotland are amazing. There were a lot of
terrifi c organisations represented last night
and it was an honour to be amongst them.”
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Cavalcade surprise as
fire chief retires
R

esidents of Goathill Road, Stornoway, were
baffled by a big display of flashing blue
lights and sirens on the evening of Saturday
June 9th at around 7.15pm.

And people out and about in Stornoway town
centre slightly later were treated to a similar
display as a cavalcade of fire engines and vehicles
with a police escort did a circuit of the town.
But no one can have been as surprised as
Stornoway Fire and Rescue Service Watch Manager
John Campbell. This display was the total surprise
element of his retirement event after just over 41
years with the fire service.
He emerged blinking with amazement from
his home in Goathill Road to fi nd his entire view
blocked by Scottish Fire and Rescue Service
vehicles and his colleagues – and relatives –
flooding in through the gate.
After the surprise tour of the town, they
returned to the recently modernised fi re station in
Robertson Road where the accommodation for the
fire engines was full of tables, chairs and hundreds
of guests and well-wishers from Lewis, the rest of
the Hebrides and far beyond.
Leading off a series of tributes, Western Isles
Area Manager for the fi re service, Iain Macleod
said the huge turn-out was a refl ection of the way
John Campbell was regarded for his work with
the fi re service, the people of Stornoway and the
Pictured frrom left to right: Ian
Murray - Crew Manager, Alec
Maclennan (big Alec) - Firefighter,
Kenny Campbell (Johns son) Firefighter, John Campbell - Retired
Watch Manager, John Adams
- Firefighter, Donald Morrison Firefighter

Western Isles Area
Manager for the fire
service, Iain Macleod
with John Campbell

wider community. John Campbell started out as a
retained firefighter at the Ness Station, he recalled.
Iain Macleod also recalled various incidents
to which John had been called-out, pointing out
that there were sad emergency incidents where
the service was unable to help those involved
to survive. To have coped with the pressure and
trauma of service over more than 40 years was
“really an amazing achievement.”
Mr Macleod said that his own mother-in-law
was involved in an accident ten years ago and
she puts her survival down to the intervention
of fi re service crews under the comment of John
Campbell which enabled her to get to life-saving
treatment in Glasgow.
There were a series of presentations to John
Campbell – but he had earlier requested that
instead of presents, well-wishers donate to the
Family Support Trust of the Scottish Fire and
Rescue Service, which offers all sorts of financial
and other support to firefighters and their families.
Crew Manager Ian Murray described John
Campbell as an “absolute legend.” He said he
was honoured to have been asked to make a
presentation for John. He described how a month
ago, on a Tuesday night in the training room,
John had dropped “the bombshell” that he would
be retiring. He spoke of John’s hard-work and
dedication over the years. He had “always put the
crew and the station first.”
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Outer Hebrides Business Gateway and the Prince’s Trust are delivered
locally through Comhairle nan Eilean Siar’s Economic Development
OUTER HEBRIDES BUSINESS GATEWAY is a Comhairle based service
service.
offer aofrange
of support
and advice
to individuals
setting
offering We
a range
support
and advice
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setting
up up
or
or
developing
business
enterprises
across
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islands.
To
discuss
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ideas
and requirements
furtherand
andtotond
findout
outyour
youreligibility
eligibilityfor
foradditional
financial
your ideas
and requirements
assistance,
please call
call our
our local of
office and
on 01851
822775
and wetowill
be
assistance please
we will
be pleased
direct
you to one
of our you
advisers
775.
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ARE YOU A
“SUPPORTED
BUSINESS”?
Public Authorities have the ability to restrict
participation in a tender exercise to ‘supported
businesses’. This has been part of the procurement
legislation since 2006 and is referred to as
‘Reserved Contracts’.
To be considered as a Supported Business, the
business or organisation must meet the following
criteria: (1) main aim must be to socially and
professionally integrate disabled or disadvantaged
people, (2) at least 30% of the employees must be
disabled or disadvantaged persons.
To find out more, please speak to Business
Gateway at businessgateway@cne-siar.gov.uk.

SCOTTISH
BUSINESS PLEDGE
The Scottish Government recognises the
importance of Scotland’s businesses in supporting
the creation of lasting economic success for
Scotland to ensure it is a great place, to live, work
and do business.
The Scottish Business Pledge captures all the
principle drivers of sustainable and inclusive
economic growth – an engaged, innovative
workforce, commitment to seeking markets
outside Scotland and supporting local economy
and community. It is a values-led partnership
between government and business. Numbers of
businesses who have made their commitment to
the Business Pledge has grown steadily since its
introduction in 2015, with almost 500 businesses
signed up so far.
In March, Ministers confirmed their commitment
to the Business Pledge and announced a short
review to explore ways to help the Business Pledge
to evolve and make it more accessible to business.
The review will continue over the summer the
Scottish Government is keen to hear your views on
three key themes:
Experience – awareness and perception of the
Business Pledge

DIGITAL
DEVELOPMENT
LOAN LAUNCHED
A £2 million Digital Development Loan has been
launched to assist companies who wish to improve
their digital capabilities and processes in areas
such as cyber security, data analytics and software
engineering, as well as to develop the digital skills
of their staff as part of a drive to improve digital
economic productivity across Scotland.
The Scottish Government has listened to the
needs of the sector and is introducing this loan at
0% interest rates, helping fi rms to spread the cost
of investment over three to fi ve years. This fund
will enable businesses to meet the upfront business
costs of investing in digital technology and skills
by using government funding to pay for immediate
investment, repaying the funding in later years at
no extra cost.
For more information visit
www.digitaldevelopmentloan.org.

Elements – which of the nine principles or
elements make the most sense to you or are
particularly challenging for your business
Future – how can the Business Pledge evolve to
encourage you to take part in this growing network
of businesses
If you would like to share your views, please
contact
ScottishBusinessPledge@gov.scot
marking your subject title as REVIEW. If you
would like more information on the Pledge, visit
www.scottishbusinesspledge.scot.

CONNECT LOCAL
REGIONAL FOOD
FUND

The Connect Local Regional Food Fund (RFF)
is a grant to support growth in Scotland’s food
and drink sector. It is a competitive fund with a
maximum award of £5,000. The fund supports
collaborative initiatives and projects in Scotland
that celebrate and promote locally sourced and
produced food and drink.
For more information, visit www.connectlocal.
scot/funding/regional-food-fund/.

Find us on Facebook – search for Business Gateway Outer Hebrides
Online Local Business Directory – go to: www.businesshebrides.co.uk

Neil, Stewart and Iain MacLean, Seas the Catch

ISLE OF HARRIS
SHELLFISH BUSINESS NETS
RESTAURANT DEALS
A

new business, dedicated to providing live
shellfish to restaurants, has secured its
first raft of customers in Inverness and the
outlying area.

Seas the Catch will now supply live lobster,
crab, prawns, and crayfi sh caught off the coast
of the Outer Hebrides, to eateries including
Café One, Rocpool and the Kingsmills Hotel
in Inverness and Chanterelle Kinkell and Table
Manors in the outskirts.
The business, set up by three cousins who
grew up fi shing together on their fathers' boats
off the coast of the Isle of Harris, launched last
month (June) after using advice and securing a
Outer Hebrides Youth Entrepreneurship Scheme
(OHYES) grant from Business Gateway Outer
Hebrides.
The trio – Neil MacLean and brothers, Iain and
Stewart MacLean – land catch from five local
boats and process the shellfi sh at Leverburgh
Harbour in Harris before packing and shipping
the live product to the mainland for consumption.
With word spreading about their venture,
which they invested approximately £25k to
launch, the cousins are now undertaking a
feasibility study to see if they could potentially
supply live produce to the leading restaurants in
other parts of the country.
Neil said: “We'd come up with the idea of
supplying live shellfi sh a few years ago and
decided to test the water earlier this year, taking
live samples to Inverness to gauge interest. The
restaurants and chefs we spoke to were very
enthusiastic, as it’s virtually impossible for them
to get hold of live catch on a regular basis. Their
response gave us the confidence to get started.
“Because much of the shellfi sh landed in
the Outer Hebrides is sent to Spain, where it is
processed, frozen and sent back for consumption,
there is no traceability. We want to change that.
As we work with a select number of skippers that
we know personally, our customers are not only
assured of the product’s quality, they can visit our
website and see exactly which boat landed the
shellfish as well as where and when.
“The aim of Seas the Catch is to promote
Scottish shellfish and in turn create jobs in Harris
as the business grows. To be successful, we knew
we needed to have a watertight business plan so
turned to Business Gateway Outer Hebrides for

advice. Our adviser, Fiona Chisholm, has been a
great support. Not only helping us secured a £3k
OHYES grant that helped us transform a shipping
container into a processing plant, she asked us
questions we hadn't thought about and made us
look at things from a different point of view.”
Fiona Chisholm, Business Gateway Outer
Hebrides, said: “Neil and his cousins are
passionate fi shermen, having grown up together
fi shing on their fathers’ boats. Spotting a gap in
the market to supply live shellfi sh, whilst also
paying the skippers they work with better rates,
has helped them establish a unique venture that
has the potential to grow quickly. With our help
they were able to write a robust business plan
that gives them a clear path to follow. Assistance
with a funding application then helped them buy
specialist equipment to keep the catch in perfect
condition prior to transporting to the mainland,
while general business advice has also helped
them get started.”
Although Iain works full-time on the mainland
as a civil engineer, both Stewart and Neil skipper
their own boats alongside three others, including
Neil's father's boat Harmony.
Catch is landed Monday to Wednesday, with
shellfi sh caught earlier in the week hung and
tied off live in the water ready for packaging on
Wednesday evening. The company then makes
deliveries every Thursday, providing fresh lobster,
crab, prawns and crayfish for people to eat during
restaurant's busiest time of the week.
Neil said: “Our shellfi sh will be the freshest
addition to any menu, with all processing
undertaken and delivered within 24 hours of
catch being brought out of the water. We want
to emulate the success of the likes of Loch Fyne
Oysters and Kallin Shellfi hs and ultimately
create full-time work for ourselves and others
on the island. Our main aim is to have produce
leaving Harris that the island can be proud off,
and in turn provide an opportunity for others to
experience the wonderful flavour of the freshest
Hebridean Shellfish.”
For more information on Seas the Catch visit
www.seasthecatch.co.uk.
Find out how Business Gateway Outer
Hebrides can help your business by visiting
www.bgateway.com/westernisles or call 01851
808 240.
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Remembering Anna…and other
women from Stornoway
A

nna Macleod – believed to be the
only Lewis woman to lose her life
to enemy action during World War Two
– is one of the women featured in the
‘Blazing the Trail for Stornoway Women’
exhibition this summer.

Unit SKG/10, operating from the enemyoccupied Netherlands, swept over. “Three
bombs, released just over the shoreline
impacted into three large buildings along
the North Drive seafront. In seconds the
ATS hostel was reduced to rubble”.

This is the title of the Stornoway Historical
Society’s 2018 summer exhibition that
started on Monday 18th June in their Town
Hall premises at 2 Cromwell Street. This
event commemorates those women who
made their mark in public life both locally
and elsewhere.

One victim was dug out alive, 26 ATS
girls of the Signals Unit lost their lives
and 12 male soldiers died in a building
nearby. The death toll inflicted on that May
morning was the worst single loss of life
ever suffered by the women’s services.

Timed to celebrate the centenary of
women gaining the vote in 1918, this
event is a pointed reminder of the role they
played in island life even when they didn’t
have the opportunities men had.
Opening times are 11am-4pm, Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays.
Anna Macleod, born in 1919, was a
Lance Corporal in the Auxiliary Territorial
Service. From 47 Keith Street, Stornoway,
she was twenty-three years old at the time
of her death on 11 May 1943, when a
bombing raid destroyed the seafront hostel
in Great Yarmouth, where a number of ATS
members were billeted.
Mr Val Grimble, a researcher from nearby
Gorleston-on-Sea, says, “On the morning
of Tuesday, May 11 1943, the townspeople
of Great Yarmouth were going about their
business, children were heading for schools
throughout the town and on the seafront a
happy band of ATS girls were marching
towards their hostel, a pre-war hotel, and
believed to be returning from a P.T. session.
They dismissed outside and entered their
billet. All was quiet ashore.
“On the Gorleston Cliffs a Royal
Observer Post was situated, its members on
duty maintaining a constant vigil, as ever.
“In a north-easterly direction from the
Post, the sound of low-fl ying aircraft could
be heard, but a low sun and sea haze
obscured visibility.” As a result, it was only
in the fi nal few seconds that the enemy
strike force was spotted.
The Focke Wulf 190 aircraft of Luftwaffe

A sad irony of Anna’s death was that in
Stornoway it was her brother Alasdair’s
duty as Town Clerk to post up Air Raid
Precaution notices. She was interred in
Aignish Cemetery, where her parents are
also buried.
Prior to the outbreak of war, Anna had
been at the West of Scotland Commercial
College in Glasgow, specialising in modern
languages. She obtained a post with the
State Insurance Company in Glasgow, but
her heart was set on getting into one of
the services and she passed over excellent
prospects in civilian life to join the ATS in
1942.
The week before she left Stornoway,
having worked for a short time in the Lewis
Food Office she wrote to her brother Willie,
who was about to go and serve in Egypt,
“I’m looking forward to going very much.
Don’t worry about the exigencies of the
women’s services as regards your young
sister. I’ll be OK.”
A few weeks before her death she was
recommended for a commission.
Because of the wartime restrictions on
news, the tragic story of the hostel bombing
was never fully revealed until 1993 when
the WRACA’s Norfolk and Suffolk branch
decided to write the fi nal chapter and a
granite plaque mounted on the wall of
a hotel now standing on the site, was
unveiled by Lady Soames, daughter of
wartime prime minister Winston Churchill.
A nationwide search was made for
relatives of the victims, and the ceremony
was attended by Anna’s sister Janet and
Janet’s daughter, also called Anna.

Wind farm charity funds
computers for Historical Society
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Bees spell success for
Linda’s foundation

the linda norgrove foundation

A

rural area, good for the environment and both
empowering women and providing them with a
modest sustainable income.”

The programme has been a great success, lots
of honey is being collected and bee swarms split
to sell. Not only is it good for the environment
but it has empowered women who are now able
to supplement their family income.

We also fund young women to go to university,
some of whom are studying to become doctors,
we provide life-changing surgeries for children,
pay for street children to go to school, and fund
emergency treatment for abused women. You can
read more about these and other projects on our
website: www.lindanorgrovefoundation.org

couple of years ago the Linda Norgrove
Foundation gave two grants to a women’s
beekeeping co-operative in Bamyan Province
in the mountains of central Afghanistan.

Earlier this year we were approached by a vet
and bee enthusiast who advised the Bamyan group,
to fund the expansion of a beekeeping group in the
Chaharde Ghorband district, 50km north of Kabul
in the foothills of the Hindu Kush mountains.
This group has not previously received any
outside help and we agreed to give a grant of £5,300
to finance a significant expansion by providing
training for another 23 female beekeepers and
equipping each with two new hives and colonies.
The women contribute 20% of the costs of setting
this up but, if all goes well, they could make a
profit of £300 a year each, a significant income for
a woman in rural Afghanistan.
John Norgrove says: “These projects are
popular with us – an Afghan organisation with
low overheads, run by expert enthusiasts in a
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September date for
fundraising walk
If you are a runner or like to walk, please join
us in our annual 10k which will take place on the
Valtos Peninsula on the Isle of Lewis on Saturday
29th September.
This is our main fundraiser of the year and we
encourage supporters who are unable to take part
here to run, walk, cycle, climb a mountain, or
whatever takes your fancy wherever you are on
the day to help us raise much needed funds to
help disadvantaged women and children affected
by war in Afghanistan. Look out for updates on
our facebook page: /lindanorgrovefoundation

Monitoring hives with a trainer in an apiary of the Koh-e Josha cooperative

Ann’s faith journey
started in Canterbury
By Eilidh Whiteford

H

Drag Race
success
T

he Smith’s Garage of Contin sponsored drag race 2018
enjoyed a night of great weather.

Plenty two and four wheel action for all to enjoy – the fastest time
of the night was four-wheeled.
A great amount raised on the night for well-deserving local
charities and massive thanks to Duncan Smith for the use of the
airport premises, Jim Currie and all the HIAL crew along with the
emergency services, Autoparts Stornoway and Karen for sorting out
all the Northern Fords documentation and doing an excellent job on
the Saturday night of logging all the times etc.
All thanks to for Lewis Car Club members who gave their time to
help organize and run the event, before, during and afterwards; and
to Macmillan Cancer Support for helping on the gate.
Also to Scotlock, Woody's Express Parcels, Hebridean Plant Hire,
Ian's Homes and Gardens; and Calmax Construction.
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“I should be used to talking to groups of people, but I have never
been asked to speak about my faith before,” she continued.

aving lived in the very north-west of the UK on Lewis for
“At the talk we will be commemorating the martyrdom of the
the past 44 years, it was in the very south east corner,
Canterbury, that Vatisker resident Ann Shaw first came to the Bab, so I hope to give a little explanation of who the Bab was, what
He did and how important He was to the Baha’i Faith. Then I will
Baha’i Faith.

“I became a Baha’i when I was 16 – in fact, the first person to join
the Faith in Canterbury,” she said.

describe the events that led up to His execution and a little about the
aftermath.

And Ann is delighted to be sharing the faith with a wider audience
as all are invited to the public presentation – ‘Who was the Bab’ –
exploring and commemorating the martyrdom of the Bab, founder of
the Baha’i Faith.

“The execution itself was not only deplorably sad, but also very
dramatic and very affecting, at least to the young girl from Canterbury
which was me. I hope to be able to recall some of that drama for
those who come to the talk.”

“I am looking forward to the evening but with a little trepidation,”
said Anne, who until she retired was a lecturer in office management
and technology at Lews Castle.

Ann’s own introduction to the Faith came about quite ‘by accident’,
as she recalled: “I heard mention of “progressive revelation” quite by
accident when a (then) boyfriend took me to visit some friends and
they were discussing the subject.

:KRZDVWKH%DE"
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“They stopped, thinking I wouldn’t be interested, but I was and
felt impelled to fi nd out more. That was in 1960. I joined the faith
in 1961.”

$%DKDL3UHVHQWDWLRQ
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Ann later met a young Scottish Baha’i – an officer in the Merchant
Navy who was also ‘a fi rst’: “He was actually the fi rst person to
become a Baha’i on the high seas,” Ann said.

GfEgf\Yq1l`Bmdq*()0/%1he

The couple married and moved to Lewis in 1974 when he became
employed as a lecturer in navigation at Lews Castle.
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“I do think it is a valuable gift we, as Baha’is, can give to the
community – the opportunity to hear about a non-divisive faith that
tried to bring unity both locally and in the wider world,” Ann added.
“We are not looking for ‘converts’ here. We are looking for a way
to bring people together and to inspire a desire to understand and
respect those who are ‘different’.”
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In a similar manner to Christ, the Bab died voluntarily for a set
of universal ideals centred on Love, Peace and Unity – and the free
public talk this month will provide an opportunity for others to find
out more.

9\eakkagf>j]]

Ann’s public presentation – Who was the Bab – will take place
on Monday, July 9th, from 7pm-9pm, at the Retirement Centre on
Bayhead, Stornoway.
Admission is free and all are warmly invited to attend. For further
information contact 07798700443 or visit www.bahai.org.uk
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by the Ancient Mariner

Wrecks around
Tiumpan Head Lighthouse
I

t is no accident that many lighthouses around the Scottish
The steam drifter "Convallaria" from Banff fi nally foundered west
coast are to be found on or near headlands. These of the lighthouse in severe weather in February 1924 after initially
coastal locations often have a good vantage point with the hitting a submerged rock on the Tolsta side of Broad Bay.
surrounding seas frequently places with fast flowing currents
On a stormy night on 18 December 1931 the steam trawler "
and dangerous off-share reefs.
Ferrol" ran aground at Dun Dubh ( The Black Fort) near the village

Several requests were made by the villagers in this area to the
Board of Trade to erect a lighthouse at Tiumpan Head but these
requests fell on deaf ears. Finally, in May 1879 the Board of Trade
agreed following representations from the Western Highlands and
Islands Commission to build a lighthouse there. The lighthouse
was designed by the famous Stevenson brothers, David A and
Charles. The estimated cost of the lighthouse and accommodation
buildings was £9,000 and the light was fi rst exhibited on 1
December 1900. The white tower was 21 metres in height and
there were 69 steps to the top of the tower. The light had a nominal
range of 25 miles across the Minch to the mainland.

of Sheshader. The vessel was built in Quebec in Canada in 1918
and used by the Royal Canadian Navy for support work. In 1919 it
became surplus to requirements as a military vessel. In 1920 it was
bought, along with other similar vessels by the Rose Street Foundry
and Engineering Company from Inverness and sailed across the
Atlantic. It remained in the Muirton Basin in the Caledonian Canal
until 1926 when it was bought by the Boston Deep Sea Fishing and
Ice Company from Fleetwood and converted into a trawler. At 6am
on December 18 in horrendous weather the " Ferrol" was washed on
to the rocks at the Dun Dubh and became wedged in a crevice in the
cliffs. It was three miles from the lighthouse but the crew said that
they had not noticed the light from the lighthouse where the vessel
was stranded. Four of the eleven man crew jumped on to the rocks as
they feared the vessel was going to sink. The mate, William Atkinson,
eventually managed to climb the 200ft rocks in pitch darkness and
made his way to Sheshader to raise the alarm. The villagers returned
to Dun Dubh or Black Sandy with the mate and managed to rescue
the rest of the crew. It was said that the trawler had 200 boxes of fish
on board at the time of incident.

HM the Queen with Prince Charles and Princess Anne visited
the lighthouse in 1956 when the seven year old heir to the throne
sounded the fi rst blast on the new fog horn siren. The lighthouse
was automated in 1985.

Sheshader was also the location for another ship wreck incident in
1932. The " Golfer" was a coastal cargo vessel which was carrying a
cargo of coal when she ended up on the rocks of Sheshader. Luckily,
the ten crew members were saved.

In May 1920, the 89 ton motor ketch "The Greenland" bound for
Belfast from Norway with a cargo of Archangel tar was wrecked
two miles NW of the lighthouse.

In July 1934 a drifter called the " Glide" from Stornoway caught fire
quite close to the lighthouse. Although the vessel ended up in Davy
Jones Locker, all nine crew members were saved by other drifters

One such lighthouse is located at Tiumpan Head in the Eye
Peninsula. Despite the fact there has been a lighthouse here
since 1900, many vessels have foundered in the vicinity of the
lighthouse since then. There were many ship wrecks there too
prior to the erection of the lighthouse but the focus of the column
will be on vessels which have been lost in this sea area in the first
half of the twentieth century.

Naidheachdan

News from Comunn Eachdraidh Nis

Buy a Brick fundraising success - all 250 bricks now sold! Mòran taing!

fishing in this area at this time.
A more recent wreck is the " Wyre Law" which foundered
on 23 October 1952 near Portnaguran Pier. The remains of this
Fleetwood trawler can still be seen to this day. The " Wyre Law"
was fi rst launched at Hull in 1915 it was originally called the
"Miletus." It was then requisitioned for First World War service
as an armed trawler. It was employed as a special service vessel
at Portsmouth and sent on minesweeping duties to Yukonski in
Russia. After the war it was registered again as a trawler and fished
off Hebridean waters. In 1937 it was damaged whilst fishing 40
miles north of the Flannan Isles and towed 400 miles to Fleetwood
by the steam trawler " Caldwell" which took 60 hours.
In 1940 it was requisitioned for war service again as a
minesweeper and renamed "HMS Lowther. " After the war, it was
converted back to be a trawler and was renamed the " Wyre Law"
in 1948. In October 1952 it left Fleetwood bound for the West
coast of Scotland fi shing grounds. On October 22 it was fishing
off the west coast of Lewis when a severe gale sprang up from
the South East. The fi shing gear was hauled up and it headed
for the relative shelter of Broad Bay. On 23 October 1952 at
3am in total darkness the vessel started to flood in the stokehold.
Anchored close by was the steam trawler Charles Dorian from
Fleetwood and on hearing the distress siren, weighted anchor
and moved in close to enable survivors to be taken on board
and then onto Stornoway. With the vessel upright and stable, the
Skipper and Chief Engineer remained in Stornoway. Pumps and
other equipment were to Lewis with the Wyre Corsair along with
a salvage tug. Unfortunately, severe weather returned before the
salvage attempt could be made. Within the week she started to
settle and was eventually driven onshore where her remains can
be seen to this day.

Thank you to all who contributed and
attended our recent soup lunch. £800 was
raised for CEN funds!

A bheil sibh airson sanas a chur
ann an leabhar na fòn?

Ri Thighinn / Coming Up at CEN

Would you like to advertise in our
new phone book?

Curry Takeaway
for CEN funds
Saturday 28th July
Collect between 5-7pm

We are working on a new and updated local
phone book for the Port to Ballantrushal
area. We are looking for advertisers
to include in the book. In the past, we
have included adverts from local self
catering houses, local bed and breakfasts,
restaurants/hotels, accountants, local bus
We are delighted to announce that all 250 bricks that are destined for our new legacy services, beauticians and builders! Prices
wall have now been sold. As well as brick orders from around the islands and from remain unchanged from 2013:
Scotland, orders also came in from (to name but afew) Australia, San Francisco, Detroit,
A quarter page advert £50
Canada and Wales! We want to express our thanks to everyone who bought a brick(s)
A half page advert £75
over the last year. We greatly appreciate your support.
A full page advert £100
The cafe, archive and gift shop remain open throughout the renovations (Monday to
Friday, 10am until 4pm). The public are requested to take extra care when approaching Adverts will be in black and white.
and driving through the site. Visitors should note parking is limited at present and they Advertising in our local phone book is a
great way to reach more customers. It is
are advised to use the rear car park.
used as a point of reference by many people
This project is being funded by The Scottish Government, Comhairle nan Eilean Siar, (and groups!) throughout the island!
Highlands & Islands Enterprise, Urras Oighreachd Ghabhsainn, Western Isles Development
Trust, Outer Hebrides LEADER, Museums Galleries Scotland, The Gordon and Ena Baxter If you are interested, contact Donna on
Foundation, The Garfield Weston Foundation, Tesco Bags of Help, the Scottish Landfill donna@cenonline.org or phone 810 377
to discuss your requirements before
Communities Fund and Comunn Eachdraidh Nis.
Monday 9th July.

(Options of medium or hot)
Chicken Jalfrezi and rice
£6.50
Chicken Thai and rice £6.50
Lamb Pasanda and rice
£6.50
Veg Thai and rice £5.50
Portion of raita 50p
Portion of spiced onions 50p
Place your order by
phoning CEN on 810 377
BEFORE 5PM
ON FRIDAY 27TH JULY

Opening times (Archive and shop) Mon - Fri 10am - 4pm Cafe: 11am - 4pm (hot food served 12-2.30pm) Museum closed during 2018
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Building our communities

Cara Morrison, Nicolson Institute

Sgoil na Pairc

Aimee Macleod, Sgoil nan Loch

Issy Marshall, Sgoil an Rubha

Dual, Fèis Eilean an Fraoich

Laxdale Boys, Bun Sgoil Lacasdail

Jamie Macdonald, Sgoil nan Loch

Lilia Macdonald, Sgoil a’ Bhac

Oscar Tormod Fish and Juliet McKenzie, Nicolson Institute

Praise for youngsters at Island Mòd
By Katie Macleod

T

he Lewis Provincial Mòd was a successful one
this year, taking place on the 5th-8th of June
and seeing pupils from primary and secondary
schools across the island take to the stage in
Stornoway to compete in everything from folk
group performances to solo Gaelic singing.
“Like every year, it’s a busy four days, but a very
rewarding four days at the same time,” says Amy
Macaulay, Committee Chairperson at An Comunn
Gàidhealeach.
“There’s a lot of work put into it by the
competitors, parents, and helpers within the
school and the community as well. There’s always
a bit of a buzz about the place, and that’s what

makes it rewarding for us. Seeing the children’s
excitement makes it all worthwhile.”
Tuesday saw the awards ceremony for literacy
competitions that had taken place in schools prior
to the Mòd, such as poetry and poster work, before
the competitions began in earnest on Wednesday
with drama, oral, and traditional competitions.
Solo singers and folk groups competed on Thursday,
while choir and instrumental competitions took
place on Friday.
For the younger pupils, there were even noncompetitive events, such as the Primary 1-4
performance event held on the Friday. “They all go
up to sing, and at that age they’re quite happy just
to get the chance to be included and to perform on
stage,” says Amy. “There’s no adjudication, and no

pressure, and it’s always really busy.”

going ‘Wow!’ once he started singing!”

The standard at the 2018 Mòd was high, with
some adjudicators commenting on the fact that it
would be diffi cult to fi nd such a consistently high
standard at any other local Mòd. “You know the
children have put so much work into it, and you
know everyone at home has been listening to it all
beforehand, so this is really encouraging to see,”
notes Amy.

A common theme throughout the competitions
this year, with the 100th anniversary on the
horizon, was the Iolaire disaster. As part of Dileab
– an intergenerational bilingual project that
explores the legacy of four major social influences
on the region over the last century – a new Dileab
Cup was up for grabs. This year it was awarded to
Luke Macleod from Gress, a pupil at The Nicolson
Institute, for the poignant story he wrote about two
brothers returning from World War I, one of whom
is lost on the Iolaire.

Family and local connections cropped up
throughout the week, too, with lain Mackay – a
Mòd winner from 1966 – taking to the stage to
perform between the primary and secondary
traditional competitions on the Wednesday night.
“What was really nice was watching the reaction
of the children,” says Amy. “You could see them

The 2018 competitions and celebrations ended
on a high note on Friday 8th June, with the winner’s
concert – which featured 41 performances – held
in The Nicolson Institute.
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Building our communities
Early Learning
and Childcare
expands on Isles
By Katie Macleod

“T

he early years of a child’s life are the most crucial to a child’s
development, and have a lasting impact on their outcomes later in
life,” explains Becky Maclean, Comhairle nan Eilean Siar’s Early Years Service
Manager.

Sgoil nan Loch

With this in mind, Early Learning and Childcare (ELC) services are being
expanded throughout the Western Isles – and across the country – under the Scottish
Government’s plan to provide 1140 hours of free childcare to eligible children by
August 2020.
This ELC expansion plan will see the government almost double the amount of
free nursery time provided in Early Learning for all eligible two, three, and fouryear-olds, in an attempt to provide greater choice and fl exibility for families, and
close the poverty-related attainment gap. As Becky notes, “current research shows
that children benefit in social, emotional, and educational outcomes from attending
nursery, especially those from more challenging backgrounds.”
“The main principles of the expansion are that we will provide 1140 hours per
year of high quality ELC provision for every child, and that our service will have
fl exibility to support parents and carers who work or are studying; that there will
be suffi cient provision conveniently located geographically; and that the costs to
parents of using ELC will be more affordable.”
Sgoil Bhreascleit
Hannah Mackay, Sgoil nan Loch, and Ruth
Mackay, Nicolson Institute

Expansion has already begun in the Western Isles, with a successful trial run
launched in Tarbert in July 2017, and an extended service offered in two termtime nurseries, Shawbost and Tong, over the past six months. A third nursery, in
Barvas, will offer full-day, full-year provision starting in August. As part of the phased
expansion plan, the Comhairle hopes to extend the 1140 free hours offer to families
involved in these three nurseries after the summer.
The initial trial at Sgoil Araich an Tairbeirt was a positive one: all day early learning
care was provided for 50 weeks of the year, and offered the families access to the full
1140 hours. “All children made use of more than the current statutory 600 hours,
and feedback has been very successful,” says Becky, adding that the trial has now
become a permanent service. Some parents observed that their children were more
confi dent and sociable as a result of the increased hours, while other parents have
been able to take on more work, increasing their family’s financial stability.

Matilda Cheeseman, Sgoil na Pàirc

Bun Sgoil Steòrnabhaigh Folk Group

With additional funding from the Scottish Government recently confi rmed – this
year additional funding will reach £370,000, with another £3 million provided by
2021-22 – the rate of implementation of the programme in the islands will now
increase. “Our plan for the rest of 2018-19 will be to extend a further six nurseries
by June 2019, and take forward capital developments at Laxdale School,” explains
Becky. “In addition to a new school gym and a refurbished canteen for all the school
children, it will also include two new nursery playrooms, which will enable us to
accommodate more children for longer. These rooms will open out directly to a
dedicated outdoor nursery space and will provide all year service to those in the
area.”
ELC service in the Western Isles currently consists of 20 nurseries based in schools,
as well as fi ve partner nurseries, which are a mix of community and privately-run
groups. Prior to the expansion, the early years and childcare service in the Western
Isles was largely made up of nurseries providing a maximum of 15 hours and 50
minutes of care per week, during term-time mornings only. Opening times, hours,
and provision in general were relatively infl exible – but the recent and upcoming
changes will transform the state of nursery provision entirely.
“Once expansion is complete, we will see all nurseries opening for at least six
hours per day, and in consultation with parents, we will be setting the nursery
opening hours which suit their needs,” says Becky. “Most will remain as term-time
services, but each locality will have one nursery ‘hub’ which will provide service for
50 weeks of the year to ensure easier access to holiday provision.”
“Parents will be able to choose whether they wish to use their free hours during
term-time only, or throughout the full year. This is a massive step for working parents,
those who wish to study or find a job, or those who need extra time to support other
family members.

Sarah MacBain, Sgoil Bhreascleit (Duais na Coimhairle for overall performance).
L-R, Dokus, Sarah, Allan Campbell, President of An Comunn Gàidhealach

“With free hours increasing from 600 hours per year to 1140 hours per year, many
families will save money on the cost of their childcare, too.”

EVENTS SECTION TWO - Page B6

Naidheachdan

www.hebevents.com

05/07/18 - 01/08/18

àidhlig

SGEAMA GREIS-GNÌOMHACHAIS
CHOMHAIRLE NAN EILEAN SIAR 2018
Is mise Ceitidh NicAonghais agus tha mi ochd deug bliadhna a dh’ aois. Tha mi dìreach air crìoch a chur
air a’ chiad bhliadhna aig Òilthigh Ghlaschu far a bheil a’ dèanamh Gàidhlig, Eachdraidh agus Sìobhaltas
Cheilteach. Tha mi an-drasta ag obair aig Aonad Ioma-mheadhain na Comhairle mar phàirt de Sgeama
Greis-gnìomhachais Chomhairle nan Eilean Siar. Tha mi gu sònraichte gu bhith an sas anns a’ phròiseact
‘Freumhan’ far am bidh mi a’ rannsachadh eachdraidh an teaghlach agam air gach taobh. Cuiridh mi air
dòigh agallamhan còmhla ri càirdean agus luchd-eòlaich. Is e pròiseact inntinneach dha rìreabh a tha
seo agus tha mi gu mòr a’ coimhead air adhart ri mìosan an t-samhraidh. Tha mi a' coimhead air adhart
ri bhith ag ionnsachadh sgilean ùr a bhios feumail dhomh 's na bliadhnaichean ri thighinn agus tha e
cuideachd na thlachd dhomh a bhith an sàs ann am pròiseact Dìleab.

Duaisean Dìleab an t-Siorraidh
2018 air an toirt seachad

A

nns an Ògmhios thòisich farpais-cheist
Ghàidhlig aig taigh-òsta ‘Edge O’The
World’ ann an co-bhonn le e-Sgoil agus Bòrd
na Gàidhlig.

‘S

e Daniel MacLeòid bho Sgoil a’ Bhac a’
ghlèidh a phrìomh dhuais aig farpais na
bliadhna seo.

Bha oidhche air leth soirbheachail ann a’ chiad
uair is còig sgiobaidhean le còrr is fichead neach a’
gabhail pàirt. Bha còmhradh, deasbad is plòigh gu
leòr a’ dol is chan eil teagamh ann gun robh teoba
aig Coinneach Mac a’ Ghobhainn, a bha na fhear
nan ceist, cuid de na sgiobaidhean a chumail bho
fhoill is cealgaireachd! Le ceòladairean gu leòr an
làthair thàinig an oidhche gu crìch le seisean-ciùil
beòthail, seinn is dannsa. Nam biodh Ròidseag
air an ‘tionndadh ùr’ de ‘A Pheigi a’ Ghràidh’ a
chluintinn ge-tà, tha teans’ gun cuireadh e ‘car a’
mhuinteil sa chiste’!

Chaidh cuirm dhuais a chumail aig e-Sgoil
air Dihaoine 22 den Ògmhios far an deach
teisteanasan is duaisean airgid a thoirt seachad dha
na sgoilearan a ghabh pàirt ann am measaidhean
Dìleab an t-Siorraidh am-bliadhna.
Airson pàirt a ghabhail chaidh iarraidh orra òraid
bheag de mu chòig mionaidean air cuspair sam bith
ullachadh agus an uair sin a’ còmhradh ri dithis
bhritheamh, Dòmhnall Màrtainn agus Maletta
NicPhàil, son mu chòig mionaidean eile. Mar a
bha dùil, nochd farsaingeachd de chuspairean agus
bha obair dhuilich ro na britheamhan! ’S e Daniel
Macleòid, bho Sgoil a’ Bhac, a rinn a’ chùis mu
dheireadh thall le còmhradh beòthail, brìghmhor
mu na cait aige. Thuirt na britheamhan: “Bha an
còmhradh dìreach tlachdmhor agus cho nàdarrach
agus a ghabhadh. Chòrd e rinn cho comhfhurtail
agus a bha Daniel còmhla rinn.”
Ao-coltach ri co-fharpaisean eile den t-seòrsa
seo, chaidh teicneòlas e-Sgoile a chur gu feum
sa phròiseact seo, a’ leigeil leis na sgoilearan
còmhradh ris na britheamhan tro sgrìn bho na
sgoiltean aca fhèin. Fhuair Daniel 58 puingean
a-mach à 60, comharra fìor àrd, le Leanne Davis
bho Bhun-sgoil Steòrnabhaigh dlùth air a shàilean,
agus Seumas Mac a’ Ghobhainn (Bun-sgoil
Steòrnabhaigh) agus Aonghas Caimbeul (Sgoil an
t-Òib) còmhla san treas àite. Bha duaisean airgid
ann: £10 son a h-uile sgoilear a ghabh pàirt agus
sùimean nas àirde, suas ri £50, son an fheadhainn
a b’ fheàrr.
Bha riochdairean bho dhiofair buidhnean an
làthair aig a’ chuirm, nam measg am BPA Alasdair
Allan, Murchadh Moireasdan bho Bhòrd na

Farpais-cheist Gàidhlig air
tòiseachadh ann an Steòrnabhagh

Bha oidhche beagan na bu chiallaiche ann an
dàrna triop nuair a nochd ceithir sgiobaidhean
Gàidhlig agus Malcolm Burr as leth na Comhairle.
Rinn iad uile moladh mòr air a’ chloinn airson nan
oidhirpean aca is bhrosnaich iad iad cumail a’
dol leis a’ Ghàidhlig. Chaidh luaidh a dhèanamh
air fi alaidhe
achd an t-Siorraidh Cailean Scott
MacCoinnich a thug seachad na duaisean is a
chuir am pròiseact seo air bhonn le airgead fhèin
gus sgoilearan a bhrosnachadh gus na sgilean
labhairt aca sa Ghàidhlig a chur gu feum. Ghabh
47 sgoilear P7 bho 12 bun-sgoil ann an Leòdhas
agus na Hearadh pàirt.
Thathar an dòchas gun tèid am pròiseact bho
neart gu neart agus gun tèid a leudachadh dha
na h-eileanan mu dheas anns na bliadhnaichean
ri thighinn. A bharrachd air na buannachdan
dha na sgoilearan a ghabhas pàirt, tha ùidh aig
FoghlamAlba anns na measaidhean is iad an
dòchas gun gabh an chleachdadh mar shlatantomhais de chomasan Gàidhlig sgoilearan a tha an
ìmpis a’ bhun-sgoil fhàgail.

airson ceistean a leithid ‘cò a’ chiad neach a chaidh
dha na speuran’ agus ‘cò bha san dàrna àite ann
an Copan na Cruinne mu dheireadh’ a fhreagairt.
Dh’èirich deasbad mu dè dha-rìribh a dh’itheas
Ameireaganaich air Latha na Taingealachd – gu
fòrtanach bha tè Aimeireaganach an làthair airson
ar cumail ceart – agus dè am beathach bhon tig an
caise ‘Feta’. Mu dheireadh thall, ’s e an sgioba ‘Na
Quizzers’, bho Radio nan Gàidheal, a fhuair làmh
an uachdair is iad puing air thoiseach air càch, a’
cur iognaidh orra fhèin leis na comasan aca.
Thèid an ath fharpais a chumail air Diciadain
4mh den Iuchar aig 8f aig taigh-òsta ‘Edge O’The
World’ (mu choinneimh an Sea Anglers) agus an
ath thè ceala-deug an dèidh sin. Tha fàilte bhlàth
air a h-uile duine, ach feumaidh co-dhiù aon
neach le Gàidhlig a bhith anns gach sgioba oir tha
na ceistean gam faighneachd sa Ghàidhlig.
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Sealladh Nach Fhàg Mi Duais Dìleab
Le Luke MacLeòid

Mo leabhar-là: 31mh den Dùbhlachd 1918:
Mu dheireadh thall. Tha mi air mo shlighe dhachaigh.
Iomadach là fada a chaidh seachad nuair a bha mi cinnteach
gun rachadh mi dhan an talamh Frangach ’s gun aodann
gràdhach mo mhàthair fhaicinn a chaoidh. `S e falbh bho
mo mhàthair a bhris mo chridhe. Tha m’ òige air ruith
air falbh bhuam mar abhainn. Chan eil mi a’ creidsinn
gu bheil mi a’ dol dhachaigh beò. `S e an dachaigh agus
an teaghlach agam fhìn an rud a tha a’ dol a chàradh mo
chridhe gun teagamh. Chì mi mo bhràthair a’ coimhead
gu muir le gàire air aodann. Tha an dithis againn air a
bhith ann airson a-chèile aig na h-amannan dorcha. Càite
am bithinn as aonais mo bhràthair mòr?
Tha na h-eich gheala a’ dannsa mar bàrr air a’ mhuir
fheargach. Tha mo chlogaid a’ boillsgeadh le solas
na gealaich. Tha mi air dìtheanan a chur innte. Tha
i làn dhìtheanan, làn sìth. Tha sinn air an cogadh a
bhuannachadh. Ach, cha robh feadhainn eile cho
fortanach. Dh’fhalbh mo charaidean ann an stoirm fala
ach chan fhalbh an ìomhaigh sin bhom chuimhne no
bho mo chridhe gu siorraidh. Tha deòir a’ sruthadh sìos
m’ aodann a’ cuimhneachadh air na daoine a dh’fhalbh
còmhla rium nach eil a’ tilleadh air ais gu bràth. Tha anail
fuar na gaoithe a’ suathadh na deòir air falbh bhuam. Tha
cianalas nam chridhe nach tuig mac-an-duine `s tha tuil
tùirse agam nach tiormaich gu bràth…
Tha mi a-nis ochd bliadhna deug. ‘S tha mo bhràthair
fichead.Chan aithnich a’ mhòr chuid sinn, tha mi cinnteach.
Tha mi a’ faireachdainn nas sine nam athair. Tha mi
air rudan fhaicinn agus rudan a dhèanamh nach dèan
duine nam beatha. Ach tha sinn a’ dol air ais gu beatha
àbhaisteach a-nis. Faodaidh sinn ball-coise a chluich mar
a chleachd sinn. Faodaidh sinn a dhol dhan na taighean a
chèilidh. Faodaidh sinn na h-òrain a sheinn a-rithist `s ar
cànan fhaighinn air ais. S’ urrainn dhuinn fealla-dhà agus
ceòl gu leòr fhaighinn gu moch madainn, dìreach mar a
bha cùisean mus do dh’fhàg sinn luchd ar gaoil.
Tha e cho fuar ris a’ phuinnsean a-muigh an seo ach
chì mi dealbh eadar-dhealaichte anns an taigh blàth
a tha a’ feitheamh rium. Chì mi brot teth air an stòbh.
Chì mi am bòrd dèanta. Chì mi mo phiuthar òg a’
dannsa. Chì mi mo mhàthair chòir le subhachas is fiamh
a ghàire air a h-aodann. Tha mi a’ dol air ais gu beatha
àbhaisteach. Beatha ùr! Le neochiontas agus saorsa.
Tha mi a’ faireachdainn cho saor ri isean. Faodaidh na
ceannardan fuireach far a bheil iad. Tha mise a’ tilleadh
gu mo theaghlach. Faodaidh na ceannardan òrdughan a
sgrìobhadh gu na speuran mas toigh leotha. Tha mise a’
dol a Leòdhas!
Tha an t-uisge a’ bualadh ris a’ bhàta mar creagan ach
tha sinn fhathast a’ gearradh tron chuan mar pheilear.
Chì mi an caiptean air an drochaid le aodann cho geal ri
sneachd. Tha làn fhios aige dè tha e a’ dèanamh. Chì mi
tìr. Ceithir bliadhna. Ceithir bliadhnaichean borb. Bha
e fada ro fhada. Ach, a-nis tha mi gu bhith dhachaigh.
Bliadhna ùr! Bidh mo mhàthair chòir ’s mo theaghlach a’
fuireach aig a’ chidhe air ar son – tha mi air bhioran. Tha
am bàta a’ sgèith tron mhuir reothte agus a’ tionndadh
gu deas ann an cabhaig. Tron sròn am bàta cho geur ri
gob isean. `S e bàta drùidhteach a tha innte. Abair ainm
iomchaidh. An Iolaire.
Sgreuch àrd. Brag mòr. Chlisg mo chridhe. Tha sinn
ann an cunnart èiginneach. Chì mi daoine a’ leum dhan
a’ mhuir. Tha an cuan fiadhaich a’ spreadhadh suas orm.
Tha mi air mo sguabadh bho mo chasan. Chì mi mo
charaidean a’ feuchainn ri faighinn a-mach às a’ bhàta
fhad `s a tha i a’ tuiteam às a-chèile. Tha daoine a’ leum
dhan na bàtaichean-teasairginn airson sàbhailteachd ach
tha iad air an sguabadh air na creagan.

Cha mhòr gum faic mi càil anns an dorchadas. Tha
spreadhadh mòr a’ cur am bàta na theine. Tha am bàta
a’ caoineadh agus tha uisge ga lìonadh `s i a’ dol gu aon
taobh.
Chan urrainn dhomh sabaid am muir làidir, tha mo
chasan sgìth a’ toirt thairis. Shluig am muir mi `s thilg e
mi thairis air na clachan. Ràinig mi fhìn agus feadhainn
eile tìr ach cha b’ urrainn dhuinn ar caraidean fhàgail
ann an èiginntidir. Leum sinn uile air ais dhan a’ mhuir
reothte `s chuidich sinn uile a-chèile. Chì mi Iain a’ toirt
taic do dhaoine tarsainn le ròpa. Sheall mi timcheall agus
mhothaich mi gun robh feadhainn aig grunn na mara.
Bha na h-àireamhan de dhaoine a’ dol sìos `s chunnaic mi
mo charaidean a’ bàthadh le mo shùilean fhìn. `S cha robh
sin furasta ri ghiùlain. Bha sinn uile cho lag a’ feuchainn
ri faighinn gu tìr.
Choimhead mi timcheall orm gu luath ach cha robh
sgeul air mo bhràthair. Chaill mi tòrr anns a’ chogadh ach
cha b’ urrainn dhomh mo bhràthair a chall. Am fear a bha
a’ cumail grèim air mo làmhan gu teann `s a’ toirt dùil
dhomh gach là. Mo bhràthair caomh. Dh’fhairich mi pian
mar shaighead a’ dol trom chridhe. Cha bhi mo bheatha
marabhae gu bràth.

Chaidh ainmeachadh aig Latha
Litreachais Mòd Ionadail Leòdhais
gur e Luke MacLeòid à Grìas agus a tha
ann an Sgoil Mhicneacail a bhuannaich
cupan Dìleab.
Sgrìobh Luke pìos mu thubaist na
h-Iolaire agus chaidh a mholadh gu mòr
le na britheamhan a thug dha an duais.
Chaidh mi pìos a sgrìobhadh mar leabharlatha agus dithis bhràithrean a’ tilleadh
air ais dhachaigh as dèidh ceithir bliadhna
chruaidh anns a’ Chogadh. Ach gu mifhortanach, chaidh bràthair a’ bhalaich a
chall air Biastan Thuilm. Chaidh Luke
a mholadh airson pìos sgrìobhaidh air
leth a sheall deagh rannsachadh agus a
bha làn faireachdainn agus ìomhaighean
dhriùiteach.
Anns an dealbh seo chìthear Luke a’ faighinn an duais
bho Chathraiche Comataidh Foghlaim, Seirbheisean
Chloinne is Spòrs Chomhairle nan Eilean Siar.

Mo leabhar-là: 1mh den Fhaoilleach 1919:
Ruith mo phiuthar òg mar a’ ghaoithe ag èigheachd aig
àrd a claiginn ag ràdh gun d’ fhuair i fios gun deach mo
bhràthair Dòmhnall a lorg air tràigh Shanndabhaig. Bha
i air bhioran oir cha robh cuimhne aice air Dòmhnall
a-bharrachd. Thòisich mo mhàthair a’ gal `s bha sruth
bròin a’ dol sìos a h-aodann.
“Chan eil do bhràthair Dòmhnall a’ tighinn dhachaigh a
ghràidh. `S cha bhi e a’ tighinn dhachaigh gu bràth” thuirt
mo mhàthair fhad `s a bha i a’ cumail a sùilean dùinte gu
teann. `S ann a bha mo phiuthar bheag sàmhach. Fhuair
i freagairt fuar `s cha tuirt i aon fhacal mu dheidhinn
Dòmhnall bhon uair sin.
Gu mì-fhortanach cha do thill a h-uile duin’ againn
dhachaigh. `S e saighead cruaidh a’ bhàis a rinn seo. Bha
feadhainn ann a chaidh a bhàthadh a’ cuideachadh dhaoine
eile. Tha iad uile air am fàgail ann an doimhneachd a’
chuain. Bha iad cho faisg air na dachaighean aca. Na
teaghlaichean aca. Am beatha ùr aca. Bha pàrantan ann
nach fhaigh tàmh a-chaoidh. Chan eil mo bhràthair a’
tighinn dhachaigh gu bràth tuilleadh. Bha e na òganach
solta. Bhris an tubaist seo an eilean ann am pìosan nach
fhaigh a’ chàradh. Bha neart an eilein air a chall. ‘S e rud
uamhasach a th’ann a bhith a’ sabaid airson bliadhnaichean
ann an cogadh ach `s e rud seachad air cian a bh’ anns an
Iolaire.

Pictured is Luke receiving his award from Cllr Angus
McCormack, Chairman of the Education, Sport and
Children’s Services Committee.
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Wind farm charity backs Historical Society
T

he coves and blones of Stornoway Historical Society have
joined the technological age, thanks to a £6,000 grant from
community wind farm charity Point and Sandwick Trust.
The grant – from the profits from the Beinn Ghrideag wind farm –
mean the society were able to buy a suite of new computers, monitors
and printers for their premises in Stornoway Town Hall.
It will all make the job of archiving and putting on exhibitions
much easier, not to mention the task of producing the society’s
journal, SY Gone By.
Murdo Maciver from Tech Mobile helped set the society up with
everything they needed, including three PCs with dual monitors –
two in the offi ce and one in the public space to enable visitors to
look up archived documents and photos – plus a top-of-the-range
Mac for design work.
There are also two printers – including one for printing photographs
– and a large A3 scanner.
Murdo ensured all this equipment was networked together, that all
committee members had easy access, and that the fi les were linked
to cloud storage.
Creating this network for the society also meant he had to get into
the loft of Stornoway Town Hall – the society’s offi ces are on the
ground floor – to put in new cabling.
Historical Society chair Malcolm Macdonald said: “When you
have an old building like the Town Hall, it’s not as easy to set up as
in a bungalow…”
Installation of all the new equipment was completed last week, at
the same time as the society unveiled their summer exhibition in the
public space.
The exhibition, ‘Blazing the Trail for Stornoway Women’,
commemorates Stornoway blones (women) who made their mark in
the 20th Century.
The Historical Society invested £4,000 themselves in the equipment
but the £6,000 from Point and Sandwick Trust meant they could buy
everything they needed in one go.
Murdo from Tech Mobile said there was “a huge difference”
between what they have now and their previous set-up.
“The Mac is £4,500 on its own and that will help them produce the
magazine. I think they will be able to operate now without needing
any more equipment, although they might need one more computer
for public access. Now everything is shared and accessible from any
of the machines. It’s so much better than what they had.”
Malcolm said: “Being able to have so many computers means we
can network and link in. That makes a substantial difference to our
operational capacity.
“We’ve been operating from home up till now, effectively. Although
we had the office, all we had was one computer and we needed that
for our archivist to keep the records.
“Without the money from Point and Sandwick Trust, we wouldn’t
have half the equipment and we certainly wouldn’t have had the
Apple Mac. It would have been piecemeal.”
Stornoway Historical Society was set up in 1992 and Sandy
Matheson is the honorary president. The society has a website –
stornowayhistoricalsociety.org.uk– and a Facebook page, which is @
stornowayhistorical.

Iolaire footpath
work starts
C

omhairle nan Eilean Siar Convener Norman
A Macdonald cut his way into history as
work officially started on the new Iolaire
Memorial footpath on Tuesday June 12.

The official start of work on the new footpath to
the Iolaire monument at Holm was also attended
by CnES Chief Executive Malcolm Burr along with
Malcolm Macdonald of the Stornoway Historical
Society.
The fenced footpath will be tarred, 1.5m wide
with verges in addition and will approach the
monument over an embankment fl oated on the
nearby peatbog. It will be Disability Discrimination
Act compliant.
The £170,000 project is being carried out by
the Breedon Group and the main element of work
involves the excavation and building up of material

to form a path that has a suitable gradient to ensure
access for all who wish to visit this site, which has
been challenging to achieve in this location.
Preparatory works for additional commemorative
sculptures, commissioned by An Lanntair arts
centre, has also been included within this phase
of works.
Councillor Macdonald, Chairman of the Iolaire
Working Group, said, “The works to the path
are part of the ongoing planning for the 100th
commemoration of the Iolaire tragedy and will
make the Iolaire Memorial more accessible for
members of the public. “
“We are very pleased to have reached this stage
and look forward to the seeing the path works
complete later in the summer.” Work is expected
to take between three and four months to complete.

Pictures of
Stornoway
Historical Society,
taken by Sandie
Maciver of
SandiePhotos
Photography.
Top, Malcolm
Macdonald,
who chairs
the Stornoway
Historical Society
and Murdo Maciver
of Tech Mobile,
check out the
new computer
equipment;
left, the current
exhibition, ‘Blazing
the Trail for
Stornoway Women’.
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Michael Robson commemorated
and celebrated
By John Humphries

T

he life and work of Michael Robson (29
August 1933 - 11 June 2017), social
historian, author and Port of Ness resident,
were commemorated and celebrated at an
Islands Book Trust event on Friday 15 June.
It was well attended at the Comunn Eachdraidh
Nis centre at in the former Cross School and drew
a range of speakers to reflect on aspects of his life,
interests and achievements.
Iain Gordon Macdonald, from Ness, gave
context to Michael Robson’s life from his birth and
childhood in Northumberland, National Service
commitments, reading English at the University
of Edinburgh and teaching at George Watson’s
College. Here he led several school trips, including
once being marooned on St Kilda. He became a
museum curator and eventually set up his own
archive at 10 Callicvol, Ness, in 2002.
Michael Robson’s PhD thesis was on the History
and Traditions of Sheep-farming. This partly drew
upon his love of landscape, moorland walking and
connecting with people employed in that line of
work. In 1966 he spent a month on North Rona
and the following year visited Sula Sgeir in the
company of the illustrious authority on Scottish
islands, Robert Atkinson.
It was noted by Hugh K Mackay, from Hawick,
that here was a man who ‘moved ever northwards’
from the north of England, to beyond the Tweed
and the Borders, through the Central Belt to the
ultimate extent of the Isle of Lewis. While this
meant extensive journeys, his command of sources
in research was intensive. He enjoyed both the
erudite - Latin and Scots - and the recondite exchanges in auction marts.
There was something remarkable in his sheer
interest in information, rigorous investigations,
meticulous examination of often forgotten
worlds, anecdotal insights, his walking over the
terrain referred to in records often preserved in
dusty ledgers, tireless application and, then, the
production of accounts in clear, uncluttered and
memorable prose.
A fellow-author, Finlay Macleod, from Shawbost,
drew attention to Michael Robson’s interests in the
island 44 miles northwards beyond the Butt of
Lewis and to his 1991 work, Rona, the Distant Isle

as well as to connections with Robert Atkinson and
his acclaimed book, Island Going (1949). Personal
links with Malcolm Stewart and his publication on
North Rona, Ronay (1933), were resurrected.

*** NEW TITLE ***
TTHE ASSYNT CROFTER Allan MacRae, A Life
JJudith Ross Napier – This well-researched biography detailss
the
t life of an extraordinary man, who cared deeply for his
beloved
Assynt. £15
b

The contrarian and iconoclastic tendencies of
Michael Robson were particularly useful in his
work on St Kilda, about which some 750 books
have been published. Concepts and notions of the
island group were often the product of sensational
and romanticised accounts written by journalists
in order to attract attention rather than to establish
authenticity. This was explained by Alasdair
MacEachen from Benbecula.
Michael’s widow, Janet, emphasised how he
loved landscape and was drawn to collecting
books, attracted by their contents rather than
sale value or investment potential. Over 5000
were acquired with a strong commitment to their
benefi ting others in pursuit of scholarly interests.
She was taken by surprise when, after his death, the
material of Someone Else’s Story was discovered
on his computer.

S
SAINTS
& SINNERS
S
TTales of Lewis Lives
IIain Smith with Joan Forrest
A signiﬁcant portion of history
cconcerning education in the
Western Isles is detailed in
W
tthis readable book, which was
rreleased last year.

** New TITLE **

£15
£

The CHAPELS and
HEALING WELLS
of the WESTERN ISLES
Finlay MacLeod – These twoo

Annie MacSween, from Ness, led a general
discussion and summing up. Much had emerged
about a focused and fascinating personality, but
the audience was reminded, particularly by his
widow, of his skills as a seanchaidh - Gaelic for a
storyteller - in which he could make the mundane
riveting and the complicated arresting.
The event was followed by a book launch by
Acair (the Stornoway-based publisher of Gaelic,
English and Bilingual books - www.acair.com)
of Someone Else’s Story, Michael Robson’s
posthumous publication priced at £15.95. It
appropriately completed a series of talks on the
story of his life and insights into his skills as a
scholar, social historian and storyteller.

books in one have beenn
reissued by popular demand and
nd
contains information on every
ery
er
Chapel and Healing Well. £9.95
9..95

SOMEONE ELSE’S STORY
Michael Robson – This book brings together a mix of intriguing
stories from throughout the Outer Hebrides and is a new source
book for island heritage. This well-researched account will have
you engrossed! £15.95

John Humphries Editor - Scottish Islands Explorer

Big welcome for new Michael Robson book

T

here was a packed crowd for the launch of
'Someone Else's Story', by Michael Robson
of Callicvol, which is being posthumously
published.
The archive room at Comunn Eachdraidh Nis in
the former Cross School was standing room only on
Friday 15th June around 4.30pm as the event began.
This launch took place towards the end of a
special commemorative day, celebrating the life
and work of Michael Robson who died a year ago.
It was organised by The Islands Book Trust and
Comunn Eachdraidh Nis.
The book involves stories from the Hebrides
retold by Michael Robson, although he frequently
allows his informants to talk in their own words. The
range in time and scope from a detailed look over
the source material for stories about the giant Clach
an Truiseil - maybe 3000 years old or more - and
the mysterious story of “George Rona”- an unknown
man found dead in the Island of (North) Rona - and
the World War Two Whitley aircraft which crashlanded on the remote island in April 1941.
Opening the event Agnes Rennie, the manager
of Acair, the Stornoway-based publisher of the
book, said that the book had been “in the making”
when Michael Robson died. She said Acair was
“absolutely delighted” to have been involved in
the publication. She thanked Janet Robson and Iain
Gordon Macdonald for their work in bringing the
book together.
Dr Finlay MacLeod from Shawbost and Adabrock –
the widely-respected author, broadcaster, teacher and
historian, who was a close friend of Michael Robson
- spoke about the book, quoting Michael himself

Congratulations to EVENTS on their 150th edition!

His involvement in the setting up of the Islands
Book Trust was explained by John Randall,
South Lochs. Initially the Trust was situated at 10
Callicvol, the home of the archive, but moved
to Kershader in 2008. The underlying interest in
promoting scholarship, recording island cultures
and engaging the interests of students of all ages
motivated him and by 2013 the IBT had published
over 100 titles.

@ acairbooks.com

www.acairbooks.com
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£6.99

GURMÒROSAURUS
Janet Robson speaking at the event

as explaining it was a “tiny fraction of the mass of
incidental, intriguing interest offered by the people,
the landscape and the seas of the Outer Hebrides.”
Dr Finlay hinted that there might be further material
available to create additional books by Michael
Robson on which he had begun to work.
Then Janet Robson spoke about how she found
references to the book on Michael’s computer last
autumn, a few months after he died. It became
clear he had been working on it in 2014 and a draft
had been send to Iain Gordon. She was able to
bring the book together from documents stored on
the computer. The eight different chapters were on
totally separate issues, all things that had piqued
his interest, sometimes arising from things he had
read, others from people he had met.
You can order 'Someone Else's Story' here http://www.acairbooks.com/…/all-p…/someoneelse-s-story.aspx

£6.
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Riaghladair Carthannas na h-Alba
Carthannas Clàraichte/
Registered Charity SC047866

ACAIR, An Tosgan, Seaforth Road
Stornoway, HS1 2SD

post-d: info@acairbooks.com
fòn: 01851 703020

Tha Acair a’ faighinn taic
bho Bhòrd na Gàidhlig
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Rachel Mackenzie – area manager at
HIE in the Outer Hebrides

Y

oung and economically active people
are key to the future prosperity of the
Outer Hebrides.

They bring new, fresh ideas, qualifications
and skills which meet the recruitment needs
of growing businesses and new companies
arriving in the islands.
We, at Highlands and Islands Enterprise
(HIE), are working with our partners in the
Outer Hebrides to build a workforce for the
future by attracting an increasing number of
people to live, work and study here.
We recently commissioned a major new
survey to track the changing attitudes and
aspirations of young people in the Highlands
and Islands. www.hie.co.uk/yp-research.
We want to hear from 15-30 year olds in
the Outer Hebrides to explore opportunities
around education, training and employment
and how these can be maximised.
A strong university presence is key to the Outer Hebrides attractiveness for young
people both indigenous and those we hope will move here. Therefore, we are
supporting higher education providers to expand their provision in a way that responds
directly to the future needs of employers.
Those who want to return after graduating should be able to come back and pursue
rewarding and progressive careers and indeed we have examples of those who have
chosen to move here for rewarding graduate positions.
Infrastructure to support vibrant communities and a strong economy is also
important, for example, childcare provision. We are pleased to have supported the
successful Pairc Playgroup in Lochs which saw childcare provision run by a social
enterprise being extended in a rural community and is now proving to be successful.
We are working with businesses, communities and social enterprises in the Outer
Hebrides which benefit from the successful ScotGrad programme, managed by HIE.
Through the programme, business and community organisations are supported to
employ talented graduates and students to work on a project-specific placement. Here
in the Outer Hebrides, it not only gives young people from the area an opportunity to
return, it also successfully attracts young people from other areas to move here and
hopefully make this their long-term home.

www.hebevents.com

05/07/18 - 01/08/18

www.hebevents.com

G

raduates and students can provide organisations with fresh knowledge, the right
skills, new ideas and a unique perspective, resulting in tangible benefits for an
organisation. Here, we speak to three young people who have all benefited from the
ScotGrad programme.

VICTORIA HARVEY
Project Development Officer
Calanais Visitors Centre – Urras
Nan Turschan

MÌCHEIL RUSSELL SMITH

“I had a holiday in Lewis, basically during a storm in
October 2014 and fell in love with the place.”

who hails from Ness in Lewis is enjoying
the progress he is making during his yearlong ScotGrad placement at Ness based
sports and recreation centre, Spòrsnis (Ness
Sports).
After four years away from the island studying
at Strathclyde in Glasgow, he returned home
to start his placement. There, he focused on
developing tourism and marketing strategies and
a business plan for Spòrsnis.
Mìcheil said: “I am really happy at what I’m
giving back to the organisation and how it has a
positive impact on the community of Ness. I’ve
really enjoyed developing new clubs within the
centre.
“The most rewarding achievements from my
placement so far have been the development and
implementation of a digital marketing strategy at Spòrsnis, and seeing how successful and popular the clubs
I have introduced have become.”
Spòrsnis is within easy distance for visitors and those from other parts of the Isle of Lewis to make use of
the community organisation’s range of facilities. It features a large multi-purpose hall, fitness suite, sauna, softplay area and community learning resources as well as boasting the only bowling alley in the Outer Hebrides.
With his degree in Sport and Physical Activity, developing a business plan has been a valuable and
enjoyable new challenge for Mìcheil.
He continued: “I also attended ScotGrad’s three-day residential course back in October, giving me the
opportunity to meet with other graduates on the programme. I didn’t have much experience in a business
environment prior to my project with Spòrsnis so this was a great experience and I learned a lot.
“Much of the course was specifically designed to cover the basic skills around sales, marketing and
business planning so this helped me out enormously with my project.
“I feel that I am making a big difference to the very welcoming and friendly small community and it’s easy
to fit in. The area also offers amazing outdoor opportunities and is a great place to live and work with a whole
range of landscapes and wildlife.”
I am very much enjoying my year at home after being away from the island and I do believe it’s a great
place to live and work. At the time I made a positive impact on a small community using my skills as well
allowing me to use new skills that the ScotGrad programme has helped me develop.”

SHAPING
OUR REGION’S
SUCCESS FOR
THE FUTURE

For Victoria Harvey, her move to Lewis was quite a
change from living in Cumbernauld. She had worked
in various tourism businesses before applying and
securing a ScotGrad placement with Outer Hebrides
Tourism in 2015. Part of a team of three, Victoria had
to hit the ground running and got involved right away.
“My job was to work on a project to launch a food
trail across the Outer Hebrides. I worked alongside
various wonderful food and drink businesses across the
islands, learning about their products and encouraging
them to see tourism as an additional but vital part to their business development.”
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DANIEL SMITH
Marketing Officer –
Stag Bakeries
Another Scotgrad alumnus is Daniel
Smith.
Daniel studied business and
management at the University of the
Highlands and Islands having not identified
a specific career path for when his studies
were completed. When the opportunity for
a placement via the ScotGrad programme
came up in Stornoway, Daniel successfully
applied for a post as marketing officer at
Stag Bakeries.
“It was fantastic. This was an amazing
opportunity to work in a growing business
and immediately get the chance to apply
the knowledge I had gained in my degree.”

The result of the project was the development of ‘Eat Drink Hebrides’, a self-guided food trail across the
islands, directing visitors to the finest fresh produce and culinary experiences the islands had to offer.

Daniel would recommend the ScotGrad
programme as a way to develop a career in
a very practical way.

“The one year placement was great’ commented Victoria. ‘It really gave me a boost to my confidence and
a fantastic opportunity to be part of such a vital industry in the Outer Hebrides. Tourism is such an economic
driver for the islands and I get such a kick out of seeing the signs for the food trail knowing I played a
significant part in that whole project.”

“I had an advisor checking in with
me regularly and I also attended a great
training course which really helped focus
my mind on how to get the best out of the opportunity at Stag.”

But that was not to be the end of Victoria’s time in the Hebrides. She returned to the mainland after her
placement but kept her eye open for other opportunities to return. Seeing the job for the development of the
Calanais Centre was such an exciting prospect and Victoria did not hesitate to apply.

There is always the issue of what next at the end of a training programme or a graduate placement. For
Daniel, his placement has turned into a permanent job giving him the chance to develop his career at home.

“It was a unique opportunity and one I could not pass up. Moving back was not scary at all. In fact, the
lifestyle I had enjoyed during my placement was something I was keen to have again. I just like living near
the sea.”

“The placement was a great opportunity for me but it also gave my employers the chance to see how a
marketing officer could support the development of the business. I realised that the work I got to do at Stag
was exactly the kind of direction I wanted my career to go in now. I was delighted to be offered a permanent
position with Stag at the end of 12 month placement particularly since I am born and bred on Lewis.”

But the key driver to Victoria’s move back to Lewis was the job. She saw it as her chance to use all the
skills she learnt in her career and be part of a growing business at the iconic Calanais Stones. But the fact it
allowed her to return to Lewis was even better.

Daniel is very aware that working at Stag is not just about promoting and marketing their products, but
selling the Outer Hebrides as a place to find unique products in great businesses with the lifestyle to match.

“I do things here that I would never have done on the mainland. I will be going out with members of a
coastal rowing team tonight. It is perfectly normal to go to the beach on the way home too. Living in Lewis
has resulted in a love of outdoor activities which was never part of my daily life on the mainland.”
Victoria is working on a two year project but she can see that her long term future is potentially on Lewis.
“I would love to stay here and see the build through of the extension to the Calanais Centre. But I also see
many opportunities here, particularly for entrepreneurial businesses so who knows what the future holds. I
did not really appreciate what living in a community was all about, particularly since so many people here
live on land owned by their community. It reals give people a sense of belonging too and I like that.”

“Most people are not familiar with the Outer Hebrides. When I am talking to potential customers, the
conversation always turns to where the products are from and what the Outer Hebrides is like. They are
always asking questions about the islands and I love being able to represent the whole area and not just Stag.”
Daniel says Stag is a brilliant place work and loves being part of the food and drink sector in the Outer
Hebrides. ‘There are a growing number of food and drink brands across the islands. I joined Stag at a time
when they were reaching out to different markets across and beyond the UK. I take each day as it comes with
my job but I love the variety of my role at Stag and opportunities it now gives me to develop my career. I now
attend exhibitions and events representing the company, something which has taken me completely out of
my comfort zone of being mostly desk based as a student.”

IF YOU’RE AGED
15 - 30 AND LIVE, OR
HAVE LIVED, IN THE
OUTER HEBRIDES, WE
WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU.
Tell us about your experience and you could
win a year’s subscription to Netflix.
To enter visit hie.co.uk/yp-research
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include electric toothbrushes and toys; and of course, every child
gets a goody bag.
Always an eye opener for children and parents are our ‘sugar
boards’, which show the sugar content of foods and drinks with
actual sugar cubes.
This year we will feature fruit juices and smoothies which, whilst
seemingly healthy, actually have very high sugar content. We will
illustrate this and show healthier alternatives.
NHS Western Isles Director of Dental Services, Colin Robertson,
commented: “Childsmile week continues to be the busiest and most
popular time of year at our dental clinics.
"Our tooth brushing and fl uoride varnishing programmes in
educational establishments, combined with the dental exams carried
out in our clinics, have helped to reduce decay rates in Western
Isles kids to an all-time low. This preventative approach has proved
enormously successful and we continue to strive to do more to
reduce childhood oral diseases.

Sunshine and smiles
at dental clinics

"This success demonstrates the hard work of the dental teams,
schools, nurseries, and parents throughout the islands.”

C

hildsmile weeks are about to take place in dental clinics all
over the Western Isles.

Be sure to telephone your local clinic to book an appointment for
your child.

‘Childsmile Week’ has been running every summer in the Western
Isles since 2010.
A specific week where mainly children are seen by dentists and
dental care professionals kicks off in the Western Isles Dental Centre in
Stornoway and Liniclate Dental Clinic in Benbecula on the 2nd of July.
With appointments specifi cally for kids, they will have the
opportunity to get their teeth checked and enjoy the fun in our
tropical themed dental clinics.

Childsmile 2017

Children will have the opportunity to participate in games, dress
up as a dentist or tooth fairy, and enter competitions, whilst learning
about the key messages of maintaining good oral health for the rest
of their lives.
Reception areas will be transformed into a Hawaiian paradise
with toys and games to play with. Every day there are prizes which

Start dates of Childsmile Weeks:
Lewis – 2nd July 2018, tel: 01851 707500
Liniclate - 2nd July 2018, tel: 01870 602178
Lochmaddy – 9th July 2018, tel: 01876 500242
Harris – 16th July 2018, tel: 01859 504100
Barra – 16th July 2018, tel: 01871 810400
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How Josie and Joanne took
on business challenges
J

osie M-Townsend and Joanne Maclean, two Nicolson Institute
pupils, decided to set up and run a Young Enterprise company
during their sixth year.
To participate, young people are asked to come up with their
own business idea and conduct relevant market research, before
producing and selling a product or service.
While it is hoped that they will generate a profi t, the ultimate
aim is to develop skills and traits such as team working, resilience,
budgeting and problem-solving – even entrepreneurship.
Deciding to make and sell their own Harris Tweed keyrings and
brooches, Josie and Joanne’s venture proved so successful that they
were selected to represent the Outer Hebrides at the national ‘Festival
of Enterprise’ in Glasgow in June.
The expenses for the trip were covered by the Western Isles Young
Enterprise Area Board with both Iain Stewart, Comhairle nan Eilean
Siar’s Skills and Enterprise Offi cer, who chairs the board, and the
treasurer, Iain Macmillan, Principal of Lews Castle College, offering
their strong support.
Here the two girls describe some of their experiences:
“It all started with an Assembly at the beginning of sixth year
where, among other topics, Young Enterprise was mentioned.
“We, along with another group who later dropped out, decided to
take on the challenge which resulted in JJ Island Crafts being set up,
a business with the aim to represent our local islands through handcrafted Harris Tweed items.
“We had a very small team of two, dedicated to creating products
of a high-standard and selling them at affordable prices, and though
we did make attempts to recruit other people to our aspiring business,
unfortunately everyone had too many other commitments.

“However, deciding not to give up, we came up with another plan:
We booked a table at the Christmas Craft Market in Stornoway Town
Hall. This proved a lot more successful and we made most of our
money at these events.

“We decided that we wanted to create a unique product that
would attract a range of customers.

“It turned out our efforts were enough to let us win the regional
finals and as a result, we were invited to attend the Young Enterprise
Scottish Finals in Glasgow on 5th and 6th June. We decided we’d
rather not participate in the exhibition and presentations, but were
keen to attend the event as delegates and take in as much as we
could.

“Our fi rst thought was to create a sensory book on our island,
which would be interactive with different local scents ingrained in
the pages and textures of local biology and geology. However, further
research made us realise that it would not be feasible to find time or
resources to make this book.
“Putting this idea to one side, we headed out into town to browse
through some local shops to see if we could fi nd a popular product
to base our business on. Harris Tweed designs offered the perfect
solution and, having heard about our intentions, Shawbost Mill
[Harris Tweed Hebrides] graciously donated five different colours of
Harris Tweed. This was extremely helpful, as it meant that we did not
have to include the cost of the tweed in our budget.
Once we reached the stage of creating the products we faced
further challenges: Neither of us had any knowledge of how to
make keyrings or brooches, nor much in the line of sewing skill,
and, to make matters worse, we had to work with a temperamental
nightmare of a sewing machine! “Fortunately a teacher from the
school’s home economics department kindly lent us her old personal
sewing machine. She also provided us with useful advice about
how to process Harris Tweed, such as that it has to be sewn in a
specifi c way to stop it from fraying, and what kind of designs would
be attractive to customers.
“Further key support came from Mrs Beattie, our link teacher, who
taught us what Young Enterprise is all about as well as keeping us
connected to our business advisor and helping us make connections
with other important contacts.
“An initial attempt to sell our products at a parents’ evening in The
Nicolson Institute proved not very fruitful and left us disheartened.

“On June 5th we headed off on the 8:30am flight and were greeted
in Glasgow by 20ᵒC sunshine. That day’s events were not as relevant
to us as they were aimed at younger pupils just beginning their Young
Enterprise Company. “However, we got a feel for the venue and
the event and after an early fi nish hit the city centre for some retail
therapy (and were very tempted by all the sweet treats).
“The following day we headed to Hampden Park once more. This
time round we had the opportunity to see the business ideas other
Young Enterprise regional winners had come up with and took part in
an interview with the judging panel which went quite well.
“We also got to listen to some very inspirational presentations
and speeches from other young business people. It was amazing to
hear how some groups had come up with their ideas or made their
products and that Estrella, the group from Orkney, had made £16,000
and were selling their product worldwide!
“As we were booked on the evening fl ight we were unfortunately
unable to attend the award ceremony which took place that evening.
“Taking part in Young Enterprise and getting to attend the finals
in Glasgow was a great opportunity and we would recommend the
Young Enterprise experience to anybody considering it.
“While we faced challenges and had to overcome several hurdles,
we also had many encouraging experiences and got to meet some
inspirational people. Most importantly perhaps, we got to experience
the business world, with its highs and lows.”
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An Lanntair Café Bar: 01851 708490
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JULY AT
AN LANNTAIR

MOIRA MONOLOGUES
AND MORE MOIRA
MONOLOGUES
Sat 14 July, 8pm £10/ £9 / £8
Left, Congratulations
to our joint Dux of
the school winners
this year. Natalie
Maclean and Dusty
Dudley. We wish the
girls all the best in
the future

Below, Our mixed
Primary 6 and
Primary 7 team won
the larger schools
competition in this
years Rural Sports
which were held at
the Running Track

HEBCELT:
BETWEEN ISLANDS
Wed 18 July, 7:30pm £16 includes
entry to Cèilidh
This third musical project under the
Between Islands banner will once again
feature musicians from the Northern and
Western Isles in a collaborative concert.
This time Saltfishforty will be representing
Orkney, with singers Jenny Keldie
(Shetland), Kathleen Macinnes and Linda
Macleod (Western Isles) completing the
line-up. For the Full An Lanntair Heb Celt
Line up check out our website Lanntair.com

M o i r a ’s
a
single
mum
and
a
cleaner,
who
can’t
wait to light
a fag and
tell her BFF
Babs stories
about
her
love
life,
the karaoke
night in the
Scotia bar,
cleaning
posh folks’ hooses, her thoughts on Brexit,
and, of course, how she protects her darlin’
dug, Pepe, from Diesel the rottweiler.
No-one ever forgets Moira! (14+ Parental
advisory, swearing and adult content)

EWAN MACINTYRE
Wed 1 Aug, 8pm £10/ £8
Together with his band from Canada and
Scotland, Ewan Macintyre weaves his own
blend of folk pop traditions. Hailed as “a
welcome moment in the future of Scottish
music” (mumble music @ Celtic Connections
2016), live shows feature beautiful string
arrangements, ripping solos, soaring
harmonies and heartfelt lyrical content.

LAS!/IGNITE!
OPEN MIC SESSIONS
Sat 14 July & Sat 21 July Heb Celt
Special! 12pm-2pm Free
As part of the Las!/Ignite! Festival
programme, An Lanntair is hosting open
mic sessions featuring young people (under
27), in the main gallery space. Come along
and hear some amazing young artists. Open
mic sessions will be held fortnightly in the
gallery space as an opportunity for young
people to perform in a relaxed and supported
environment for friends and family. If you
want to perform contact Ella@lanntair.com

Sùil air An t-Iuchar
Thursday 5th
Friday 6th

Our P7 pupils had a very enjoyable mainland trip to round off their time in Stornoway Primary. They visited
attractions in both Glasgow and Edinburgh. They are pictured here at the Gravity Trampoline Centre in
Edinburgh. Many thanks to all who helped fund raise and those who gave up their time to help out on the trip.

Saturday 7th

Monday 9th
Tuesday 10th

Wednesday 11th
Thurs 12th
Friday 13th
Saturday 14th

Wednesday 18th

Our school football team recently played in and won the Charlie Nicolson Cup. This cup is open to all
Primary Schools. All the teams played very well with a lot of very good talent on show. Charlie Nicolson who
donated the cup many years ago is pictured with the Stornoway Primary teams.

Creative Dance for 5-8 year olds - £4/£3 ...................2pm
Book Club (12A) .........................................................7pm
Creative Dance for 5-8 year olds - £4/£3 ...................2pm
The Little Vampire (U) ................................................2pm
Life of the Party (12A) ................................................8pm
Summer Youth Dance performance..............................TBC
Peppa Pig (U) .............................................................2pm
Life of the Party (12A) ................................................6pm
Moulin Rouge (12A) ...................................................9pm
Peter Rabbit Autism friendly screening (PG) ..............1pm
Fantasy Creatures making workshop
£15 for three sessions..................................... 10am-12pm
Charlotteʼs Web ..........................................................2pm
All the wild horses ......................................................7pm
Fantasy Creatures making workshop £15 ..... 10am-12pm
Fantasy Creatures making workshop £15 ..... 10am-12pm
Muse: Drones World Tour (PG) ...................................7pm
Edie (12A) ..................................................................6pm
Revenge (18)..............................................................9pm
Las!/Ignite! – Open Mic ................................... 12pm-2pm
Soil and Soul – Alan Bissett –
meet the performer, £5/£4 .......................................5pm
Moira & More Moira Monologues £10/£9/£8...........8pm
Gaelic song workshop............................................1:30pm
HebCelt: Between Islands, .....................................7:30pm
followed by Cèilidh £16

July at a glance...
Thursday 19th

Friday 20th

Saturday 21st

Mon 23- Fri 27
Tuesday 24th
Thursday 26th
Friday 27th
Saturday 28th

Monday 30th
Tues 31st
Wednesday 1st Aug
Thursday 2nd Aug
Saturday 4th Aug

Songs workshop with Saltﬁshforty ........................1:30pm
HebCelt: Alasdair Fraser & Natalie Haas
followed by Cèilidh £16 .........................................7:30pm
Step Dance workshop ............................................1:30pm
HebCelt: Blasta £15 ..............................................7:30pm
HebCelt Club Night ...................................................... late
Las!/Ignite! – Open Mic Heb Celt Special........ 12pm-2pm
HebCelt: Arthur Cormack & Friends £15 ................7:30pm
HebCelt Club Night ...................................................... late
Scottish Youth Theatre/An Lanntair
Youth Theatre Summer School (all week) ..10am – 4:30pm
The Witches (PG) ........................................................2pm
In the Fade (18) .........................................................7pm
Whisky Galore (2017) – (PG).....................................7pm
The Book Shop (15)....................................................8pm
Las!/Ignite! – Open Mic .................................. 11am- 1pm
Patrick (PG) ................................................................2pm
Patrick (PG) ................................................................6pm
Oceans 8 (12A)...........................................................9pm
Oceans 8 (12A)...........................................................7pm
Matilda (PG)...............................................................2pm
My Friend Dahmer (15)..............................................7pm
Ewan Macintyre £10/9/8 ..........................................8pm
The Book Shop (15)....................................................7pm
Around the World in 80 Days –
Mark Beaumont £16 ..................................................8pm
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Crofting
Services
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Rural Leadership
Programme – We Want You!
C

alling all crofters, small holders or people
in rural employment…This programme is
aimed at those in the rural sector with ideas,
innovations and a desire to develop leadership
skills and grow their business for the future.

The Rural Leadership Programme which has
to date, seen 500 successful applicants complete
the programme, is delivered on behalf of Scottish
Enterprise by SAC Consulting, and now has
Highlands & Island Enterprise (HIE) partnered in
order to reach crofters and small holders, with
a total of 15 programme places every year out
of the total 45 available. Previous applicants
have included vets, estate managers, tourism
managers, supply and processing businesses and
entrepreneurs in rural business.

Scottish Enterprise
Rural Leadership Programme

2018/19

Now O
pen
for Ap
plicatio
ns

Are you an ambitious farmer, rural business manager or employee involved in
running or working in a small to medium sized business in Scotland?
• Are you looking to develop your leadership skills and grow your business?
• Do you want to do something positive for your sector or rural Scotland?
• Do you think you are you too busy to take time off to develop your skills?

               
Programme is absolutely right for you. Join us by applying for a place on the
eleventh run of a programme that now has a network of over 500 graduates.

The Scottish Enterprise website states that: “The
aim of the programme is to assist rural business
leaders to create additional wealth through leading,
team working, networking, infl uencing and by
being ambitious. It does this by developing the
capacity of individuals, building their confidence,
widening their boundaries, building industry and
parliamentary trust, providing an awareness of
rural economic issues and introducing individuals
to the wider rural leadership network.”

Background
Scottish Enterprise and Highlands and Islands Enterprise have joined forces to
fund another three year run of this unique and challenging programme, which
is aimed at business managers and employees from rural businesses who
have a desire to develop their skills and grow their business.
Facilitators SAC Consulting are leading the drive to recruit 45 applicants from
the Scottish Enterprise area and 15 applicants from the HIE area for a 6 month
series of workshops and events running from late October 2018 to early March
2019.
There are no boundaries to application – we have had everything from young
people early in their careers to managing directors. The main requirement is
ambition and a strong desire to improve your business and the rural sector.
Find out more
Come along to one of our Information Evenings and learn more about the
programme from the facilitators and programme graduates. Attendance is
highly recommended, and will give you a much better appreciation of the
programme and what it can do for you.
All meetings 7.30-9.30pm (refreshments from 7.15pm). We intend to organise

         

This is an exciting opportunity to learn and
network in the industry, with many previous
applicants recommending it to any who would be
interested and even some going as far as to call the
programme “life changing”.
Rob Black – SAC Consultant Lewis & Harris

    

3RO\FUXEV

Feedback on recent programmes has been excellent and the impact of this group of highly
motivated rural leaders has been recognised by government and other rural institutions.
                
! "         #  
• Taking a step back to concentrate on leading as well as managing
• Changing roles and delegating to others
!  $     # 
# 
• Taking on an important role within the sector
! ##         
· Unrivalled networking opportunity with other like-minded, ambitious people

The Programme
Thirteen days of activities between late October 2018 and March 2019.
These include;
!        
• One to one business focus sessions
• Business Strategy workshop
• Team working on rural innovation projects
!    %   #&
      



Participants will initially join 4 regional groups around Highland (Inverness), North East
(Banchory), East and South East (near Edinburgh) and South West (near Ayr) Scotland,
then join one large group for later workshops and Learning Journeys..
Eligibility – Priority will be given to those involved in small to medium sized rural
enterprises.

)RUDOOSRO\FUXEVDOHVHQTXLULHVDQGLQIRUPDWLRQSOHDVH
FRQWDFW0DUHHRU&\QWKLDDWQRUWHQHUJ\RQ
RUHPDLOPDUHH#QRUWHQHUJ\FRXN
3RO\FUXE
)RUFRQVWUXFWLRQDQGNLWGHOLYHU\LQIRUPDWLRQDQGHQTXLULHV
SOHDVHFRQWDFW$0.3ODQW 7LSSHU+LUH/WGRQ
RUHPDLOMD\QHPDF#EWFRQQHFWFRP
$0.3ODQW 7LSSHU+LUH/WG

Participants fee – the bulk of the costs are covered by Scottish Enterprise and Highlands
and Island Enterprise with participant fees set at £900+VAT. (Described by many
programme graduates as “the best money we have ever spent”).
         
 
General enquiries - Aileen Carr, 01307-464033, aileen.carr@sac.co.uk
Contact facilitators for more detail on programme:
Highland – Siobhan MacDonald, 07979-245880, siobhan.macdonald@sac.co.uk
North East – Kirsten Williams, 07798-617293, kirsten.williams@sac.co.uk
 ' (   )*//;<==/>)/iain.riddell@sac.co.uk
L (#   )*/>Q</Q);;=robert.ramsay@sac.co.uk

Closing date - Applications must be submitted by Friday 31st August 2018
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Scottish Crofting Federation

Join the SCF

Agricultural support strategy revealed

Membership of the Scottish Crofting
Federation is an investment in
the future of crofting.
Your support will strengthen the voice
of crofters & crofting communities

By Patrick Krause

S

everal major strategy documents on Scottish agricultural
policy were released during the month of June.

Reviews of Scottish agriculture undertaken in the last five years
or so have not set the heather on fi re and these, albeit with Brexit
looming, were in danger of just repeating the same old platitudes.
However, the final report delivered by Scottish Government’s
‘Agriculture Champions’, “A Future Strategy for Scottish Agriculture”,
and the consultation document “Stability and Simplicity” announced
by Cabinet Secretary for Rural Economy, Fergus Ewing, make for a
very refreshing read.
For example, when discussing Natural Capital, the Champions
acknowledge that Scotland has huge areas of less favoured
permanent grassland and rough grazing, where high nature value
farming is both traditional and common.
They recommend that, “Future policies must address the
specifi c needs of this type of farming, including the fact that low
profi tability threatens its very survival.” This is indeed the case
for crofters and ties in with the recent study carried out for the
Highlands and Islands Agricultural Support Group, another report
very well worth a look at.
We are particularly impressed that the Champions have grasped
the ‘capping’ nettle. They recommend that income support payments
are capped, maintaining current levels for small and medium
holdings but reducing payments to bigger recipients in order to fund
a more equitable and results-focussed system. This was a central
provision of the SCF policy document published last year.
Capping the Basic Payment Scheme in order to release funds is
an innovative approach to the responsible use of public money. As
the Scottish Government consultation states, “A more progressive

capping policy could be a first step to a future agricultural policy
which widens the benefits/range of recipients, and supports new
entrants and small businesses”. The document publishes modelling
which shows the savings that can be made by capping, relating this
to how many people it would affect. For example, capping payments
at £50,000 would release £60 million for wider benefits, yet only
caps payments to 10% of recipients. Capping payments at £25,000
would release £140 million and would reduce payments to 27%
of recipients. Given that this is still well above the average income
in Scotland (just over £23,000) it is perhaps not unreasonable as
an income support payment which can be topped up with further
public funding through targeted schemes and through production
earnings. It is worth thinking about.
The Champions also talk about future funding being “tailored
to regional or sectoral needs because one size does not fit all”.
The government could pay heed to this, its consultation document
making it clear that the Less Favoured Area Support Scheme
(LFASS) will continue to decline. Failing to introduce Areas of
Natural Constraint (ANC) is a missed opportunity, an opportunity
to move meaningful support to where it was intended. The prospect
of LFASS being reduced to only 20% in 2020 is completely
unacceptable so more detail on how Scottish Government intends
to make up the shortfall and to reorganise the scheme more along
the lines of ANC is imperative.
As always, the more diffi cult phase is the detailed formulation
of new policies to enact the guiding principles. Without adequate
support we will lose the benefi ts that crofting brings in terms of
retaining population in rural areas, providing secure high quality
food and maintaining the landscape and bio-diversity.
SCF will be putting forward a response to the consultation on
behalf of crofters.

Registered in Scotland as a Limited Company No: SC218658
Recognised as Scottish Charity No: SC031919

www.crofting.org
ww
01599 530 005
hq@crofting.org

Not even fresh grass can deliver a full package
WHAT IS THE 4 IN 1 BUCKET
AND WHAT ARE THE KEY BENEFITS?

SUMMER GRAZING FAQS
Green pastures packed full of nutritional goodness offer cattle
and sheep producers a period to cut back on supplementation.
Whilst this may be true for energy and protein, the opposite can
be said when minerals and vitamins are concerned. Laura Drury,
Rumenco Technical Adviser, answers some of your most frequently
asked questions on supplementing grazing livestock throughout the
summer.
Why does grass need supplementation?
Grass can be deceptive in its appearance and really gives no clues
as to what it contains, or more importantly if there is anything missing
that may cause a reduction in performance, fertility or health.
Its nutritional status in terms of dry matter, energy, protein and
mineral content can only be accurately assessed by a laboratory
analysis and can change throughout the season (figure 1) – sometimes
in different ways to you expect such as protein content!
Adequate grass cover in early summer can support required growth
rates in cattle youngstock and lambs. During summer, this limitation
is most likely to be one or many of the essential minerals and trace
elements, easily cancelling out the potential for high performance.

Figure 2: Mineral supply from fresh grass as a percentage of a ewe’s
total requirements (shown by green line)

Why are minerals and trace elements essential components of a
balanced grass-based diet?
Animal performance, fertility and health can be compromised
when nutrients become limiting. Although only a minor component
of the diet, this includes minerals, because they are critical for
metabolism, oestrus (fertility) and numerous other key bodily
functions. Even if mineral supplements are fed through the winter
their effects will have been exhausted by summer, meaning
supplementation needs to continue year-round.

Rumenco’s 4 IN 1 molassed bucket has been formulated using an
evidence-based approach based on thousands of UK grass analyses, and
therefore targets the essential elements often found deficient in grazing.
The four components in 4 IN 1 comprise:
•
Major minerals
•
Trace elements
•
Vitamins
•
Plant extracts
Natural plant extracts have been specifi cally chosen for their
appetite stimulating effect to support overall animal performance
throughout the summer grazing season. In addition, protected zinc
and selenised yeast have been included to support good hoof and
skin integrity as well as overall health within your herd or flock.
Ensuring cattle and sheep are offered mineral and vitamin
supplementation is essential where animal performance and
profi tability are concerned. Whilst these nutritional elements of the
animal’s diet may only be small, ensuring an adequate supply in
order to meet requirements is more than fundamental in allowing
them to realise their full performance potential whilst utilising one of
the most cost-effective and nutritious feeds available.

I use a mineral bolus for my stock in the summer, why do I need
another supplement?
Mineral boluses don’t usually supply the full range of the 10 to 12
minerals and trace elements required by grazing ruminants meaning
additional supplementation is required in many cases. Laboratory
analyses regularly show grazing and conserved forages to contain
low levels of many of the essential minerals and trace elements, not
just the odd one, so offering a mineral supplement containing a full
package of these elements helps cover off all potential and likely
risks.

WITH PROTECTED ZINC AND SELENIUM YEAST PLUS ADDED COBALT

Figure 1: Seasonal metabolisable energy (ME)
content of grass (source: AHDB Dairy)

Vital minerals, trace elements and
vitamins plus added plant essential
oils to support ewe a
and lamb
p
per
performance
formance at grass.
grr

My grazing fields have plenty of cover throughout the season, why
should I buy a supplement?
Adequate cover can be defined as 5 to 6cm sward height for sheep
and 8 to 9cm for cattle. This will ensure there are no restrictions
to intake so that animal appetite is satisfi ed. If the grazing is well
managed, showing good leafy growth and not too many summer
seed heads then the digestibility, energy and protein values should
be satisfactory to support good growth. However, often grass isn’t
very well balanced for minerals and trace elements, particularly if it
is a medium or short-term ley (figure 2).

www.rumenco.co.uk
k
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News
Stornoway Shouts

J

une proved a busy month for the volunteer crew of Stornoway
RNLI with four shouts to report.

Friday, June 1st, saw the ‘Tom Sanderson’ RNLI lifeboat launch at
2212 hours to reports of persons potentially in diffi culty on or near
the Shiant Islands. On arrival at the Shiants, the lifeboat crew located
two persons on the shore who confirmed that their craft had suffered
technical issues and they had to abandon it.
The casualties were transferred from the island to the ‘Tom
Sanderson’ using the lifeboat’s inflatable ‘Y-boat’, before returning to
Stornoway harbour where the casualties were landed into the care of
the Scottish Ambulance Service and Stornoway Coastguard Rescue
Team. The ‘Tom Sanderson’ lifeboat was refuelled and made ready
for service again by 0220 on Saturday, June 2nd.
Only a week later and the Stornoway RNLI crew launched again,
on Thursday, June 7th, at 1319 to the assistance of a 14m yacht.

Stornoway RNLI and Leverburgh RNLI worked together last month to assist a broken down yacht off the coast of Skye. Leverburgh RNLI first assisted
the casualty and towed it up to near the Shiants where Stornoway RNLI took over the tow and took the yacht into the safety of Stornoway harbour
Photograph by Chris Murray

The casualty vessel was grounded on the Sgeir Graidach,
approximately seven miles south west of the Shiant Islands, and
also called to assist was the volunteer crew of Leverburgh RNLI
which secured a tow-line to the yacht and begun to tow her towards
Stornoway.

Stornoway RNLI 5K
and Open Day 2018

Stornoway RNLI and Leverburgh RNLI lifeboats rendezvoused three
miles west of the Shiants and the casualty tow-line was transferred to
the Stornoway crew which continued to tow the stricken vessel to
Stornoway harbour. The yacht was safely secured alongside at 1710,
and the ‘Tom Sanderson’ lifeboat refuelled and was ready for service
by 1745.

It’s ‘get set, go’ time again as this month all are invited to join in
the Stornoway Lifeboat Station 5K Fundraiser – and then enjoy the
popular Stornoway RNLI Open Day, taking place on Saturday, July
21st!

And on Sunday, June 17th, the Stornoway RNLI volunteers were out
again on a late night service as the ‘Tom Sanderson’ lifeboat launched
at 2050 to the aid of a yacht in diffi culties with fuel problems. On
passage from Iceland, the yacht was struggling to make headway
near Cellar Head when Stornoway RNLI was requested to launch for
assistance.
The RNLI lifeboat arrived by the casualty at 2145hours and a towline was established between the two vessels. The volunteer crew of
Stornoway RNLI then towed the stricken yacht to Stornoway harbour
where she was safely secured alongside at 0125 on Monday, June
18th. The ‘Tom Sanderson’ was refuelled and ready for service again
at 0150.
Thursday, June 21st, saw the volunteer crew of Stornoway RNLI
answer their pagers to launch the lifeboat at 1605 to undertake a
medical evacuation from a cruise ship anchored outside Stornoway
Harbour. On arrival at the cruise ship, the casualty was transferred
onto the RNLI ‘Tom Sanderson’ lifeboat and taken ashore, landed
into the care of the Scottish Ambulance Service and the Stornoway
Coastguard Rescue Team. The Stornoway RNLI lifeboat was alongside
and ready for service again at 1715.

a Stornoway RNLI MayDay Coffee Afternoon raised £520, while
the sale of MayDay pin badges added a further £300 to the total.
Thanks to the shops and venues which sold the MayDay pin badges –
including Islander Shellfi sh, Caledonian MacBrayne’s ferry terminal,
the Stornoway RNLI shop, and the MV Loch Seaforth ferry, which
alone raised £200 from the pin badge sales.

How to Help

Organised by a team of volunteers and sponsored by Stornoway
Round Table, the Stornoway Lifeboat Station 5K will start from the
Lifeboat Station on Cromwell Street Quay at 11am, with registration
open from 10am.

You can keep up to date with the RNLI charity at www.rnli.org – and
why not ‘Like’ the Stornoway RNLI Facebook page to keep up with
the local lifeboat crew at www.facebook.com, search ‘Stornoway
RNLI’.

A great opportunity to come along and support your local lifeboat
crew, entry to the 5K is £5 for adults, £2 for secondary aged pupils,
and £1 for primary pupils.

And please don’t hesitate to contact Stornoway RNLI via Facebook
if you wish to make a donation or help raise funds through an event.

This year will see a new 5K route, starting and ending at Stornoway
Lifeboat Station; and you can walk or run the 5K, push a pram or
take the dog!
And don’t forget – there is a First Prize to be won by the family
which enters the most participants.
Last year it was the MacIver/Murray Clan who scooped the ‘Most
Family Members’ title with a total of 12 crossing the 5K finish line.
Entry forms for the Stornoway Lifeboat Station 5K Fundraiser are
available for collection at Lewis Sports Centre; or you can simply
register and enter on the day, at Stornoway Lifeboat Station, from
10am onwards. Please note – all primary aged children must be
accompanied at all times by a responsible adult during the 5K.
You can also help support the 5K Fundraiser by volunteering for the
event, which is always in need of stewards and officials.
For further information, entry forms, or to volunteer to help out,
please contact Steven Munro on 01851 822785 or email smunro@
cne-siar.gov.uk
And following on from the Stornoway Lifeboat Station 5K
Fundraiser, it is hoped that many more will join all the fun of the
Stornoway RNLI Open Day 2018.
Take a trip around the Stornoway RNLI Station and ‘Tom
Sanderson’ lifeboat before enjoying refreshments of teas, coffees and
mouth-watering home baking provided by the Stornoway Lifeboat
Fundraisers, and enjoy a number of stalls and games to entertain both
young and old.
There are also plenty of great prizes up for grabs in the Stornoway
RNLI Summer Raffle. Raffl e tickets can be bought at the Open Day,
but Stornoway RNLI fundraisers will also be selling the Summer
Raffl e tickets at the Co-Op store on Macaulay Road, Stornoway, on
Thursday 5th and Friday 6th July, from 10am to 5.30pm.
And a highlight of the annual Stornoway RNLI Open Day will
see the local RNLI crew pit their brawn against their counterparts
in the local Fire Service and Coastguard in the Stornoway RNLI v
Emergency Services Tug of War.
Last year the Stornoway RNLI crew scooped the Tug of War trophy
– and they’ll be working hard to keep hold of the silverware again
this year!
Keep an eye out on Stornoway RNLI’s Facebook page for any
further details – and the Stornoway RNLI family look forward to
seeing you all at the 2018 Stornoway Lifeboat Station 5K Fundraiser
and Open Day!

MayDay Thank You!
A huge thank you to all who donated and assisted with the Stornoway
RNLI MayDay fundraising efforts – £820 was raised! MayDay is the
RNLI’s annual fundraiser which runs throughout May; and locally

Local photographer Chris Murray caught some excellent shots of the
Stornoway RNLI 'Tom Sanderson' lifeboat and crew as they completed a
medical evacuation of a crew man from a cruise ship in Stornoway recently.
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£25,000 gain for campaign against polio
By Eilidh Whiteford

T

he Rotary Club of Stornoway would like to say a huge
thank you to everyone involved and who took part in the
Swimarathon 2018 which saw the incredible total of £24,844
donated to the End Polio Now campaign.
Held in February this year, the annual Swimarathon raises funds for
the Rotary Foundation End Polio Now campaign.
And thanks to match funding from Rotary District, Rotary
International, and the Bill and Meldina Gates Foundation, the £2,070
raised by the Rotary Club of Stornoway’s Swimarathon resulted in
nearly £25,000 towards the campaign.
The End Polio Now campaign was established by Rotary 30 years
ago and at the time there were an estimated 350,000 cases of polio
in 125 countries around the world.
Thanks to the campaign and Rotary’s PolioPlus immunisation
projects, Polio is currently on the verge of becoming the second
human disease to be eradicated, after smallpox, with a 99.9%
decrease in cases globally – last year there were only 12 cases of
wild polio virus reported, in only three countries.
Swimarathon 2018 saw 26 island youngsters from local primary
schools join Stornoway Rotarians to swim 1,000 lengths of the pool at
Lewis Sports Centre; with swimmers also taking the plunge at Harris
Sports Centre pool to help reach the target.
Rotarian Jane Maciver, who organises the Swimarathon each year,
said: “The enthusiasm of the children gave the event a real boost and we
have to thank both the young people and their parents for such support.
“And a special thank you also to the management and staff of
the sports centre for their unfl agging support and good natured
assistance.”

Stornoway Rotary Club President Sue Long and Past President Gavin Woods were delighted recently to present donations of £250 to six island charity
representatives (l-r): Alison Frizzell and Jean Anne from Who Cares Western Isles; Maggie Thompson and Mairi MacNeil from Enable Western Isles; Mary
Kattings from Western Isles Women's Aid; Murdo MacIver from The Shed project; Del Gunn from Catch 23, and Nicola Libby from The Leanne Fund.

Inn, Stornoway.
And at the annual Rotary dinner on Tuesday, July 26th,
representatives from Catch 23; The Shed; Enable Western Isles;
Western Isles Women’s Aid; Who Cares Western Isles, and The
Leanne Fund joined to receive their charity's donation.

And Stornoway Rotary Club were busy fundraising again last month
with a total of £225 donated to Prostate Cancer UK, raised through the
Club’s Static Bike Ride which took place on Saturday, June 16th.

Maggie Thompson and Mairi MacNeil from Enable Western Isles
spoke of the work of the charity which helps young people with
learning diffi culties; while Nicola Libby detailed the work of The
Leanne Fund throughout the Highlands and Islands with young
people suffering from cystic fibrosis.
Mary Kattings was delighted to accept the donation on behalf of

Women’s Aid Western Isles, a lifeline charity for those fleeing domestic
abuse; and Alison Frizzell and Jean Anne were also greatly appreciative
of the money donated to Who Cares Western Isles, a voluntary
organisation giving a voice to care experienced young people.
And Del Gunn welcomed the funding to Catch 23, a regular dropin centre run as part of the Western Isles Mental Health Association;
as was Murdo MacIver of The Shed project, who spoke of the drug
and alcohol support services offered at the Martin’s Memorial Church
community base.
You can keep up to date with The Rotary Club of Stornoway on
Facebook at www.facebook.com/StornowayRotary, or visit the Club’s
website at www.stornowayrotary.org

The Bike Ride saw members cycle the distance of The Minch, and
then some, on static bikes at Perceval Square in Stornoway town
centre.
And also erected for display on the day was a Shelterbox tent
and box contents, raising awareness of another of the Rotary Club’s
worthy fundraising causes.
Thanks go to Rotarian cyclists Bob Adam, Ken MacDonald, Gavin
Woods, Claire Whyman and Christina, Eilidh Whiteford, Sue Long
and ‘star performer’ Duncan Macintyre who cycled for the entire six
hour event!
Thanks also to Alistair Glover of BeSpoke Bicycles who joined for
the fundraiser; and to volunteer collectors, Newfoundland dogs Isla
and Denver, and Kevin Long.
Last month also saw the Stornoway Rotarians delighted to be able
to present a donation of £250 each to six island based charities.
The funds were raised by the Stornoway Rotary and Interact Club
Prize Bingo Night which took place on February 23rd at the Caladh

Isla, Denver & Kevin

ShelterBox display

ŐƌĂƉŚŝĐĚĞƐŝŐŶĂŶĚƉƌŝŶƟŶŐƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ͕ůŽŐŽƐ͕ůĞĂŇĞƚƐ͕
ƉŽƐƚĞƌƐ͕ƉŽƉƵƉďĂŶŶĞƌƐ͕ďŽŽŬůĞƚƐ͕ďƌŽĐŚƵƌĞƐĂŶĚ
ĞŇŝƉďŽŽŬƐĨŽƌŽŶůŝŶĞƉƵďůŝĐĂƟŽŶƐ

ŵϰĚĞƐŝŐŶ͘ŵǇƉŽƌƞŽůŝŽ͘ĐŽŵ

ǁǁǁ͘ĨĂĐĞďŽŽŬ͘ĐŽŵͬŵŵϰĚĞƐŝŐŶŵĂŶŝƐŚĂ͘ŵϰĚĞƐŝŐŶΛŐŵĂŝů͘ĐŽŵ
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Youth group sticks to role after 50 years!
By Eilidh Whiteford

F

or more than 50 years the Lewis and Harris Youth Club
Association (LHYCA) has helped support youth clubs and
organisations; and that hard work and dedication continues
as the charity organisation offers further opportunities for the
islands young people, ‘growing their own’ through instructor
and leader training, and ensuring there is guidance and
assistance for those wishing to start new clubs.
“The focus of our work has always been and will always be the
youth of our islands and our primary sole function is to get our young
people out and about to make the most of their island home, to help
them develop and grow together,” said LHYCA Chair Neal Ingram.
“As the Lewis and Harris area association within Youth Scotland,
LHYCA is a charity but we don’t ever ask for payment from those
who come to us for help,” he continued. “And we can help to build
up a club, make sure all the administration and forms are in place,
and give guidance and advice. We’re happy to be a bridge with other
organisations to help island clubs anyway we can.”
One recent example of the work of LHYCA can be seen in Point,
as Neal detailed a session held with over 30 Rudhach young people
and parents: “The session itself was great and everyone there agreed
they were keen to carry on a create a club. We were able to help and
the best thing was that it gave the kids the opportunity to tailor exactly
what they wanted to do, what activities they wanted to have within
their own club.”
One aspect of helping that LHYCA are keen to increase however
is that of volunteers, as Neal continued: “We really would like to
encourage more people to volunteer. We’re not asking people to sign
up to do it all; maybe they could help look after the club’s Facebook
page but don’t have time to attend club meetings, or perhaps just get
involved to help out with a special event once in a while.
“Our aim is to have a bank of people we can call on that we know
are willing to come and help, from young to old, across Lewis and
Harris.”
LHYCA is also ensuring a bank of trained instructors and leaders
are available on the islands – by ‘growing their own’ via the LHYCA
Youth Leader Programme, operated from the Scaladale Activity Centre
in Harris which was built and is operated by the charity organisation.
“This summer we will see one of our first through the programme,
Calum Blane, start working full-time at Scaladale,” said Neal. “Calum
used to volunteer with us and it’s really nice to see not just him, but
others also, coming through that route.
“Finding instructors was hard locally as we found there aren’t many
people who have the tickets required to lead some of the Scaladale
activities. That’s how the Youth Leader Programme began as we now
put those interested through their tickets, we’re growing our own.”
Running for over two decades, the Scaladale Centre offers huge
opportunities to explore the islands though a large range of activities
– from kayaking, coasteering, boat trips and raft building to mountain
biking, abseiling, climbing and more.
The Centre offers certifi ed activities like the john Muir Award,
GoMTB (mountain bike training) and RYA Sailing; and accommodating
28 people, with dining facilities for up to 36, and conference space
available, Scaladale is ready for groups, large and small.
And the chance to offer your support to Scaladale is now as easy as
becoming a ‘Friend of Scaladale’.

Breasclete Youth Club recently enjoyed a weekend at Scaladale, pictured here with new Centre manager and senior instructor
Kate Lewis (black jumper, second on left at back) who has taken over from Sean Ziehm-Stephen (front row, in cap).

“Our network of Friends is being created so that we can deliver
more activities to more young people, widening the groups of
individuals who can take part,” Neal expanded. “And by becoming a
Friend you, or your business, can help us to reach that goal.
“We want to build a network of Friends who can keep in touch,
who will see what’s happening and help spread the word or make
regular or one-off donations.”
The popularity of the Scaladale Centre locally was most recently
seen through a JustGiving fundraising plea to raise finances for a new
mini-bus – a total of £11,000 was needed, and more than £15,000
donated.
“The response was just fantastic!” said Neal. “So many individual
people helped, so many youth clubs fundraised for the new bus, and
we had a couple of big donations that really boosted our target.
“We just want to say a huge thank you to everyone who helped and
donated to the new mini-bus; and to those who have supported and
helped develop the LHYCA over the years. We’re looking forward to
continuing and building on that history as we go forward.”
To fi nd out more about the Scaladale Activity Centre – including
how to become a ‘Friend of Scaladale’ – please visit www.scaladalecentre.co.uk or email info@scaladale.co.uk; and to learn more about
the work of LHYCA and how they can help your club, check out the
website at www.lhyca.co.uk
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OWN MAKE
SWEETCURE BACON
Try our Beef, cheese &
spring onion burgers!
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LEWIS REVIVAL

LOCAL CRAFTS

38 Cromwell St
Stornoway HS1 2DD
Isle of Lewis
Tel 01851705571

Prairie & Croft Decor

ECO-FRIENDLY WALL PAINTS
UPCYCLING WORKSHOPS & SUPPLIES

facebook.com/lewisrevival
upcycle@lewisrevival.co.uk
instagram@lewisrevival1

685)683 
6125.(//,1*
Lnk_E^pblh__^kllZ_^Zg]_nglnk_%LNI!lmZg]niiZ]]e^[hZk]"Zg]
lghkd^eebg`e^llhglmakhn`ahnmE^pblAZkkbl'Hnk_Zfber_kb^g]er
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Zee^jnbif^gmZg]p^mlnbml'Gh^qi^kb^g\^g^\^llZkr'
@^mbgmhn\amhÛg]hnmfhk^Zg][hhdrhnkLnk_E^pbl
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Quality sourced ingredients and
exceptional value what's not to enjoy!

AT

&URPZHOO6W

DINING
Enjoy a traditional Lunch at a fixed price
every Sunday at Solas between
12pm - 2:30pm.

CARVERY ROAST | CHEF’S HOT
DISHES | SALADS | DESSERTS

-1;jgeo]ddKlj]]l$KlgjfgoYq$@K)*<<L]d2()0-)/()+1,

3ROLFH
6WDWLRQ

K6W

&KXUF

:($5(+(5(

New A La Carte Menu
Come and try our new dishes!

Treat yourself to one of our House
Specials. We have locally sourced
scallops and mouth watering steaks to
get your taste buds tingling.

Take Away

Join us for Dinner
Monday - Saturday 5pm - 9pm

Soup: £2.75

Main Mon - Sat: £8.50

Salad Starter: £4.75

Main - Sun: £10.00

Salad Main: £7.25

Dessert: £6.25

We've got a delicious selection of freshly
baked treats and handmade finger
sandwiches at only £19.95 for two
people.

Sunday Lunch £17.50

If you are out celebrating a special
occasion then why not add a glass of
prosecco for £4.95 per glass! Booking is
essential please call us at least 24 hours
before.

12pm - 4:00pm & 5pm-9pm
* All prices shown are for 2 courses *

HEBRIDEAN TEA STORE
22 CROMWELL STREET
STORNOWAY, HS1 2DD
Loose Leaf Tea Specialist
Gourmet Coffee
Home Baking

prices subject to change

facebook.com/elevenstornowa
facebook.com/elevenstornoway

To book phone: 01851 702740

eleven_caladh_stornoway
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Safe Road Travel in the Outer Hebrides
T

aking a road trip is an excellent
way to explore the Outer
Hebrides and see the breath taking
scenery, and this along with active
travel tourism like walking and
cycling are becoming increasingly
popular.
Rural life may have a different
pace from the city but rural roads
pose their own set of challenges, not
least alternating between single track
roads with passing places, which
have their own user code of etiquette
and more standard double track
roads. Additional hazards include
roaming livestock, deer, mud on the
roads, slow moving vehicles like
tractors and campervans and adverse
weather conditions. Visitors from
outside the UK face the additional
challenge of negotiating rural roads
whilst remembering to drive on the
LEFT rather than the right hand side
of the road.
To raise visitor awareness, the
Outer Hebrides Community Safety
Partnership in association with Police
Scotland and Road Safety Scotland
are jointly campaigning to advise
overseas drivers and motorcyclists
on the correct use of ‘Single Track

Roads’ to ‘Drive on the Left’ at all
times and to be especially mindful of
the vulnerability of pedestrians and
cyclists.
Commenting on the road safety
initiative,
Councillor
Uisdean
Robertson, Chair of the Comhairle’s
Transportation and Infrastructure
Committee, said, “We welcome all
visitors to the Islands and wish them
a safe and pleasant journey. Driving
and cycling on single track roads can
be tiring and needs concentration to
properly negotiate the passing places
along the routes.
“Remember, single track roads
mean just that: one lane of tarmac for
all traffic. If drivers respect other road
users and comply with the advice on
passing places and overtaking the
pace of travel and driver appreciation
will add to the holiday experience.”
Endorsing the campaign, Police
Scotland’s, Inspector Angus Stewart,
Divisional Road Policing Unit, said:
“We would urge drivers/riders to be
aware of their own vulnerability and
travel according to the prevailing
road, weather and traffic conditions.
We want people to enjoy their time
on the Islands, but more importantly

we want them to get home safely.”
The Outer Hebrides Community
Safety Partnership advises all visitors
to fully familiarise themselves
with road signs, markings and
expectations that are part of driving
in the UK.
The following information is
intended to raise awareness to Island
road travel and to prevent avoidable
accidents from occurring:

JEDŹ PO LEWEJ
STRONIE JEZDNI

• Using passing places.

• Watch out for cyclists coming up
on your near side when turning left
or moving over to the left – check
mirrors and blind spots carefully.

SINGLE TRACK ROADS AND
PASSING PLACES:

DRIVE ON LEFT
Every year a number of road traffic
accidents are caused by visitors
straying on to the wrong side of
the road; a momentary lapse in
concentration can prove fatal.

• Do not hold up following traffic.
Stop in a Passing Place on your
left to allow them to overtake. Be
prepared to give way to traffic
coming uphill.

REMEMBER TO DRIVE ON THE
LEFT, PARTICULARLY WHEN:

• Important: If the Passing Place is on
your right, wait opposite to allow
traffic to pass. You must stay on the
left and not cross to a Passing Place
on your right.

• There is little or no traffic on the
roads (no visual cues to tell you
which side you are on)
• Starting off from the side of the
road
• It is early in the morning or late at
night
• Coming out of a rest area
• Turning from one road to another
• Travelling on a road with little

J]e]eZ]j lg <jan] gf l`]
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ROULEZ À GAUCHE

LOOK OUT FOR CYCLISTS
• Expect cyclists in unexpected
places – always check your mirrors
for cyclists before turning.

• Single Track Roads are only wide
enough for one vehicle. Stop in a
passing place on your left to allow
approaching traffic to pass.

<JAN=D=>L

Fàilte gu Innse Gall
Welcome to the Outer Hebrides!

traffic
• Using
a
roundabout
(On
roundabouts remember to give way
to traffic coming from the right.)
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• If you are overtaking a vehicle that
has stopped in a Passing Place, look
out for approaching traffic
• Do not park in Passing Places
• Watch out for animals on all
unfenced roads, particularly deer
and sheep.
B=<ġHGD=O=BKLJGFA=B=R<F
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• Give as much room as practically
possible when over-taking a cycle –
Highway Code Rule 163 illustrates
one car's width – they may have
to move out to avoid hazards like
drains, potholes or debris on the
road that you may not be able to see.
• When parking check the door
mirror and look behind you before
you open the door to make sure you
don't hit a cyclist.
• When turning left allow any cyclist
ahead of you to pass the junction
rather than overtake them and turn
sharply across their front wheel.
• Don't overtake a cyclist if you can
see that the road narrows ahead –
if they're travelling faster than you
think you could end up squeezing
them off the road.
• Don't drive aggressively around
cyclists or sound your horn
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• Cyclists may be travelling faster than
you think (could be 20mph plus) –
judge their approaching speed with
care before pulling out at a junction.
Be prepared to wait behind a
cyclist turning right in the same way
you would for a car – rather than
squeezing past or getting impatient.
• Match your speed to the conditions
and make sure you will be able to
stop well within the distance that
you can see to be clear – on country
roads there could be a group of
cyclists, a horse rider or pedestrians
around the next bend.
• At night, use dipped headlights
when approaching cyclists as you
would when approaching any other
road user.
• Allow cyclists extra room in wet
weather as surfaces will be wet and
slippery.
SAFETY INFORMATION
FOR CYCLISTS:
• Remember: the ‘Drive Left’ message
also applies to you, as does
observing passing place etiquette.
• Be aware of the driver's blind spot
when passing lorries and buses. It's
often safer to hang back.
• Pay attention to what is going on
around you and be aware of what
other road users might do.
• Try to make eye contact with drivers
so that you know they have seen
you.
• Ride assertively, away from the
gutter. If the road is too narrow for
vehicles to pass you safely, it may be
better to ride in the middle of
the lane to prevent dangerous
overtaking.
• Use appropriate hand signals when
making a left or right turn.
• Wear bright clothing in the day and
reflective clothing or accessories at
night.
• Wear a safety helmet.
The Outer Hebrides Community
Safety Partnership advises all visitors
to fully familiarise themselves with
road signs, markings and expectations
that are part of driving in the UK.
“Làithean-saora, sàbhailte, sona
dhuibh uile!”

Memories of wool
C

alanas, this year’s history exhibition
in Scalpay turns the spotlight on the
homespun wool industry.
During the Second World War herring
fishing, on which the island depended, went
into decline.
This was due in part to the lack of crews and
also to a change in fishing methods.
To meet this challenge the islanders turned
from the sea to sheep for their livelihood.
What a beautiful sight greeted visitors to the
island back in those days. Author and Isle of
Soay owner Gavin Maxwell visited Scalpay
in 1952 and describes it so well in his book
“Harpoon at a Venture”
”Swathes of brilliantly dyed wool drying
in the sun, and on the hillsides one may see
hundreds of yards of bright woven tweed
stretched like rainbow pathways.

The Highway Code is available
at many bookshops, but to get you
started, have a look here: https://
www.gov.uk/highway-code
The Automobile Association (AA)
has also issued practical safety advice
for Drivers and Cyclists:
https://www.theaa.com/drivingadvice/safety/cyclists-and-driverssharing-the-road

mingling with the smell of the sea and the
heather and peat smoke. Here the old women
do not drag their spinning wheels from the
house for the attraction of the tourists; they
sit here naturally in the sun, with a shy and
perhaps suspicious glance for the stranger.”
Calanas, working with wool, tells the story
of Scalpay’s homespun industry in pictures,
interviews, articles, artefacts and music.
Everyone is welcome to come along and
visit the exhibition over the summer. You can
take your time over a cup of tea or coffee, and
enjoy some home baking while you look at the
photograph collection, too.
Comunn Eachdraidh Scalpaigh: Calanas
– Wool Work. The exhibition starts at the
Scalpay Community Centre on Tuesday, 10
July and runs until 10 July to 30 August 2018.
It is open 3 days a week – Tuesday through
Thursday – from 11am to 4pm.

“The scents are of wool and wool dye,

Charity challenge on Harris paths, roads
T

he first Golden Eagle Challenge for runners
and cyclists will take place in the Isle of
Harris on Saturday July 14th.
The challenge, which is raising funds for The
Leanne Fund, consists of a 10.6 mile off road run
and a 19.7 mile cycle.
Held to mark what would have been Leanne’s
30th birthday, the challenge will take participants
on an off-road run across Harris before the return
leg to the finish line at Scaladale.
Drivers are asked to take extra care that morning
as there will be competitors using the main road and
spectators should particularly avoid the Meavaig to
Hushinish road while the challenge is in progress.
Chrisetta Mitchell, Development Manager of
The Leanne Fund said: “We are really excited to
be organising The Golden Eagle Challenge and we
wish all the competitors the best of luck.
“The main purpose of organising the event is to
raise funds for The Fund to directly support those
affected by Cystic Fibrosis.
“We are very grateful to the local community
and businesses in Harris for supporting this
inaugural event.”
For more information visit: www.facebook.com/
goldeneaglechallenge/
The Leanne Fund was set up in 2009 in memory
of Leanne Mitchell.

Glen Scaladale

Cystic Fibrosis and their families across the region.

needs of Cystic Fibrosis patients and their families.

The charity funds special treats and a range
of support services for young people affected by

Since The Leanne Fund was founded it has
continued to expand and develop the range of
services and experiences offered in response to the

The Leanne Fund relies entirely on fundraising,
sponsors and charitable donations to fund their
valuable work.

T

he Hebrides played a double role at the
reception in Edinburgh Castle for the
General Assembly of the World Crafts Council
(Europe) on Wednesday June 6th.
The organisation recently awarded the Outer
Hebrides with World Craft Region status for Harris
Tweed.
And local MSP Alasdair Allan declared the event
open in his capacity as Minister for Europe and
International Development.
Alasdair said: “It is both significant and well
deserved that the Outer Hebrides has been awarded
World Craft City status for Harris Tweed.

international designation as a 'World Craft City'!
“Though we may not be an actual ‘city’, we make
up for small size with a big reputation!”
Lorna Macaulay, said: "Whilst the Outer Hebrides
is, of course, not a city, our island community punches
well above its weight in terms of the reputation of
Harris Tweed globally and its importance to the
history, culture and economy of our island home.
“The Harris Tweed Authority's application to
and adjudication by the World Craft Council was
thorough and required that we met the highest
standards of craftsmanship and skill.

https://www.undiscoveredscotland.
co.uk/usfeatures/singletrack/index.
html

“This is a tribute to the international reputation
of this iconic and high-quality product, further
reinforcing the position of Harris Tweed on the world
craft stage.”

“This award recognises that the skill and craft of
the current generation of weavers, mill workers,
designers and makers for whom Harris Tweed cloth
and Harris tweed products are not just made by their
hands, but also courses through their veins."

h t t p s : //www.scotlandinfo.eu/
driving-single-track-roads-inscotland/

On Twitter, the HTA said; “On behalf of the wider
Harris Tweed sector here in the Outer Hebrides,
we are SO delighted to accept the prestigious

The Western Isles is only the second region in
Europe and the first in the UK to be given World Craft
City status. The first to gain the award was Bornholm

Additional tourist websites

Photograph by Gordon Macdonald, Harris 365

Outer Hebrides gain World Craft Region status for Harris Tweed

“Have a safe and happy holiday
everyone!”
USEFUL LINKS
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in Denmark. It is also an island community and is
famed for its design of glass and other traditional
products.
The World Crafts Council Europe’s general
assembly was meeting in Scotland for the first time
in 15 years.
Only 23 other regions and cities across the globe
have been awarded Craft City status, with Thailand,
Iran, India, Jordan and China featuring in the list of
successful countries.
The World Crafts Council is a non-profit, nongovernmental organization that was founded in
1964 to promote fellowship, foster economic
development through income generating craft related
activities, organize exchange programs, workshops,
conferences, seminars, and exhibitions—and in
general, to offer encouragement, help, and advice
to the crafts-persons of the world. The organization
is now formally registered in Belgium as an
international organisation.
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A gift that’s a little bit different? Go see Grannie Annie!
By Eilidh Whiteford

G

rannie Annie’s gift shop, situated past Leverburgh along
the road to Rodel, South Harris, opened in May this
year – offering a unique and delightful range of unusual and
island-themed gifts, soft furnishings and more.
“I really enjoy having a little shop attached to the house,”
said Annie Tempest, a.k.a Grannie Annie. “It feels like all my
customers are visitors and it’s just so lovely to hear about what
they feel and think about the islands.”
Annie, who previously sold her upcycled furniture and Harris
Tweed products through ‘Grannie’s Attic’ at The Hebridean Tea
Store in Stornoway, moved from Lewis to Harris in 2014.
And the idea for her gift shop was sparked when it was revealed
that the workshop attached to her house was once used as an
electrical shop.
“I had started to make some soft furnishings, scarves and other
bits and piece from Harris Tweed which I was selling in the local
craft markets,” said Annie. “And I’ve always loved and collected
vintage and retro objects which were beginning to take over
every cabinet and shelf in the house.
“I came up with the idea of displaying them on repurposed
furniture and upcycled shelves and cabinets, along with my bits
and pieces made from Harris Tweed, and offering them for sale
in one space.
“I also have some very clever friends from across the country
who make things as diverse as cast silver beach themed jewellery,
ceramics, soap and candles, greeting cards and prints,” she
continued.
“And I’ve worked with my friends to come up with some unique
designs and together we have created some unusual pieces with china cups and coasters from Glorious Mud Ceramics.
a local slant. Grannie Annie’s is a really good showcase for their
“My friend Cressida gets her designs from vintage OS maps
work as well.”
and between us we’ve come up with designs covering some of
And what a showcase it is. Within the wonderfully colourful our favourite places in Harris – Luskentyre, Seilebost, Northton,
and busy little shop sits the delightfully delicate hand-made bone Tarbert, Leverburgh – with more becoming available all the
time,” said Annie.

The ‘instantly recognisable style’ of Scottish artist David
Andrews also offers customers something different, as he
combines drawings with typeface to create quirky and original
artwork for greeting cards and mounted prints.
Lewis-based company The Black Sheep Shed showcases
its perfumed soaps and candles, inspired by local flowers and
plants, as Annie continued: “I’ve got soaps and candles called
Rodel Valley Violets, and Wild Rose, as well as Bog Cotton and
Clover – and all of those flowers grow freely around the house
and shop here in Rodel.

Exclusive HARRIS TWEED
homewares, accessories
& gifts

“My friend Esme Wilcock, from Shetland, is an incredible
silversmith and casts shells and other beach finds in the sand
from the beach where they were found. She also collects sea
glass and incorporates these finds into her jewellery designs as
well.”

8a Borrisdale, Isle of Harris, HS5 3UE
t. 01859 520208 e. info@borrisdale.co.uk
@borrisdaletweed

www.b orrisdale.co.uk

®

And designing her own scarves, capes, and Harris Tweed
creations, Grannie Annie definitely offers something different, as
Annie said: “There are some amazing artisans on the island all
making things with Harris Tweed so I’ve come up with these more
unusual and sometimes unique items to offer people something
that isn’t available elsewhere.”
Included are The Harris Maud, a cape based on that of the
lowland shepherds of the Scottish Borders; collar scarves created
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Euro Carnival for Harris
T

his summer sees the emergence of a new international
arts festival for Harris.

With a focus in Tarbert and satellite venues throughout Harris,
the festival will showcase the best of local talent alongside
visiting Scottish and International actors, singers, musicians and
visual artists.

Stornoway-based Rural Nations has been able to secure Creative
from patchwork pieces of Harris Tweed and complemented by a Europe funding to develop this new Arts Festival and Carnival
velvet of Liberty Lawn print lining, and cushions and rugs hand- as part of a collaborative project with five other international
made by weaving strips of Harris Tweed through a crocheted grid. theatre companies including artists from Sweden, Latvia, France
“It creates a really unusual landscape and pattern with the and Portugal. Some of the work from these countries will visit
Tweed strips,” explained Annie. “These are extremely popular as the festival in August as 27 international visitors will be hosted in
they can be made to suit anyone’s décor and preference. Each Harris during the event.

events in satellite venues and in pop-up spaces outdoors.
The aim of the event is to present Harris as a creative and
exciting place to live and to showcase our unique Gaelic
culture alongside international performances from our visiting
international partners. The Creative Industries are a major part
of island life and economy in Harris with many skilled artists,
musicians and craft makers living in the islands.
The Festival presents a wide range of tastes in music and
performance, catering for local people and visitors.
Festival and Carnival organisers are looking for more local
people to get involved in the Harris Carnival
• We need local people of all ages to attend the workshops for making
carnival creatures, puppets and banners for the street parade.

The Harris Festival and Carnival is emerging as a community
grown event as local agencies and businesses are invited to get • We need volunteers as stewards during the parade and in the
venues.
involved, and islanders are volunteering their time and skills to
developing this high quality arts event. The European funding • We need more local groups to take part in the Parade by
dressing up and creating small floats, giving humorous views of
connects Harris with small communities in other countries.
local life or politics. (Be creative, use bikes, skateboards, prams
The final Carnival in the project series will be in Brussels in
“Deer Wraiths is an anagram of Harris Tweed and I made up
- anything you have to hand - and most importantly have fun!)
September and the Festival Banner from Tarbert will be showcased
a story about scraps of Tweeds escaping the weavers sheds and
To sign up to the carnival parade and as a helper contact:
there alongside film footage of the Festival highlights in Harris.
ending up on the moors of Harris where they were gathered
Annalie Sinfield Email: annaliesinfield@hotmail.com
Harris
Festival
highlights
will
include:
together and created into little magical creatures and sprites by
Tel: 01859 530496 Website: www.ruralnations.com/reclaim
the deer herds that roam the hills.
• A Carnival Parade in Tarbert on Friday 3rd August 1pm (ending
at the Church of Scotland car park) There will be prizes for best
“And each and every Deer Wraith is issued with its very own ‘birth
small float ideas and best costumes.
certificate’ showing its unique name to go with its unique look!”
•
Community Arts International Perspectives conference
Open throughout the year, six days a week (closed Sundays)
in
collaboration with university researchers, Scottish &
from around 8.30am to 7pm, Grannie Annie’s also offers a great
International (at Talla na Mara).
ease of payment to customers – with an Honesty Box payment
one is different.”

But Annie’s most popular products are her ‘Deer Wraiths’:
“They are silly little, whimsical creatures made from Harris
Tweed pieces and discarded and recycled woollens, buttons and
other haberdashery.

system available for purchases if Annie is busy or out of the shop
walking her dogs.
Alongside the Honesty Box, a PayPal Honesty System is offered
which allows customers to take their goods in exchange for
leaving their PayPal details.

• Performances include Trans/mission, a theatre/music
performance from Portugal, and A Midsummer Nights dream,
a Gaelic one man show by David Walker.
• The Artist Rooms project, where local island artists and craft
makers can exhibit and sell their work in small spaces in
Tarbert.

Annie will then send an invoice and customers can make
payment next time they have secure internet connection, even if • Harris Archive Screenings, a selection of archive film of Harris
from Moving Image Archives.
that means waiting until they get home.
“Here in Harris we’ve only got two cash machines and it’s not • Swedish folk choir with Hebridean choirs.
easy just to nip to the cashpoint,” Annie said. “People may not • Psalmboat at The Bays Centre - including psalm singing
have cash so this gives them the opportunity to buy anything they
outdoors.
fancy even without cash or a debit card.”
• A variety of music showcase and small theatre and dance
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T

he good news for Roddy Woomble fans
is that there are various ways to catch
him live in his various line-ups in the coming
months.

HEBCELTF EST.COM 01851 702333 #HEBCELT2018

He’s at the Hebridean Celtic Festival as part of
a solo tour and also plays a few gigs later in the
year with the acoustic folk super group in which
he features with Kris Drever and John McCusker.

Quintet ready
to give five-star
performance

On top of that, he is recording a new album
with Indie giants Idlewild and will be back on
stage as the group’s frontman when they tour in
support of the new release next year.

I

t says much for the individual talents of Kinnaris Quintet
that their collective work was causing excitement before
it was even heard.

I

From diverse geographical and musical backgrounds, they
gravitated from playing with other outfits to forming their own
band and finding their own sound - a unique blend which mixes
new compositions with traditional Scottish and Irish, Bluegrass,
old-time and classical music.

For Niteworks, who formed ten years ago in Skye,
one of these memorable occasions came when they
launched their much-acclaimed debut album ‘NW’
at Glasgow’s SWG3 venue in 2015.

n any young band’s career, there are defining
moments that signal things are going rather
well.

“We were sitting in the back getting ready to go
on” recalls Allan MacDonald, who plays bagpipes
and keyboards. “We looked out the window and
there was a queue as far as we could see of people
waiting in the pouring rain.

While the five-piece is relatively new, their gigs regularly sell
out and their success is set to continue with the release of their
debut album in the summer.
“We've been musical pals for a long time, and all been fans
of each other's styles of playing”, said Laura Wilkie, who plays
alongside fellow fiddlers Fiona MacAskill and Aileen Gobbi,
guitarist Jenn Butterworth and mandolin player Laura-Beth Salter.
“We got together a few times to play some tunes when we
were all free from our other commitments and it became clear
that we were all excited enough by the music to work it up to
playing in front of an audience.
“Our styles all stem from various backgrounds of folk/roots
music - Scottish/Irish/Bluegrass/Classical/Jazz/Country/Old-time
music/Folk - but none of us grew up in the same musical ‘scene’
as such.
“We often surprise each other with the music we listened to
outside the folk sub-genres through our formative years (and
up to the present.) We all have fairly eclectic music tastes. It
feels great to learn and draw inspiration from one-another in
the band.”
The highly-accomplished players bring a wealth of experience
to the collaboration, having performed with Shooglenifty,
Fiddlers’ Bid, Niteworks, The Shee, Salsa Celtica, Ross Ainslie
& Jarlath Henderson Band, Dougie MacLean, Fat-Suit, Songs of
Separation and Phil Cunningham, to name a few.
“It’s been so exciting and rewarding to blend our different
styles to make our own sound”, said Laura. “We’re all still so
excited by each other's styles and ideas that playing together is
such fun.
“Lots of people were excited about the prospect of this band
before they had even heard any of our music, so that's been
really, really encouraging.
“We’ve had the opportunity to play slots at festivals, before
the release of any formal recording due to intrigue and respect

“We ended up having to delay our stage time by
almost an hour to give people the opportunity to
come in! That was probably the first milestone.”

as individual artists with individual styles.
“Hopefully we can continue to create music that is exciting,
entertaining and honest and bring it to a range of people.
“We've individually spent many years playing on other
people's projects and fitting into specific roles. When we play
our Kinnaris Quintet music, we feel a particular sense of pride
and ownership over the music.”
The band will appear at this summer’s award-winning
Hebridean Celtic Festival and the following month release
their debut album ‘Free One’, which is aimed at capturing their
energetic live performances.
“We are really buzzing for HebCelt this year”, Laura admits.
“This was the first festival to approach us after hearing us live
for the first time. We’re all huge fans of the festival and are very
honoured to have the opportunity to play this music at it this
year. The line-up looks great too!
“The release of our forthcoming debut album will hopefully
further bolster our strength as a band and will give us a
‘benchmark’ of sorts to develop our sound from in the future.
“We all love to experiment with and hear the creative benefits
of studio production techniques, but wanted to keep ours as
raw, as real and as live as possible. It's really captured the live
element of a performance.”

Traditional music has not escaped allegations of discrimination,
with claims of a lack of female representation among musicians,
problems with some venues booking female acts and a gender
imbalance in awards nominations.
“We've all had separate experiences, good ones and bad
ones”, recalls Laura. “Some of us have experienced differences
in pay, in comparison to our male counterparts.
“Gender inequality is something experienced by people in
every industry. We have to say that we do feel very supported in
the folk scene by both male and female peers.
“However, it is always something we can continue to discuss
and try to improve everywhere, not just in the Scottish music
scene.
“We can't help but wonder why there seems to be so few
professional, adult female instrumentalists in comparison to
male, especially when it comes to back-line players (i.e. guitar,
bass, drums).
“Melody instruments like fiddles and whistles seem to have a
better balance of both male and female players, which hopefully
means there are positive role models for everyone.
“Female representation on other instruments is slowly getting
stronger, which will hopefully encourage, empower and inspire
young women and men to play whatever they want to play.”

‘HebCelt was one of the highlights of 2017’
T

he more Robert Robertson travels,
the more he feels at home. Having
established a burgeoning fan base in
Scotland, his band Tide Lines are now
winning new followers in Europe.

out in their thousands to hear bands from the
Highlands like ourselves.

The four-piece ended 2017 playing to
audiences in Germany, France and Switzerland
and found the traditional music of their
homeland travels well.

Tide Lines were launched on social media
in 2016 and their debut single, ‘Far Side of the
World’, entered the UK download charts less than
24 hours later. Since then have released their first
full-length album and been shortlisted for Live Act
of the Year in the 2017 MG Alba Scots Trad Music
Awards, while their fervent online fanbase has
ensured their gigs sell out in minutes.

“Audiences in Europe are great fun”, said
Robert, the band’s lead singer. “Countries like
Germany and Switzerland in particular have
a real passion for Scottish music and turn

Festival visit No3 for
Roddy Woomble

Niteworks ready for
‘Homecoming’

STORNOWAY, ISLE OF LEWIS
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“It’s amazing to be so far from home and
play in front of an audience that is so keen on
Highland music, particularly the Gaelic songs.”

Robert, who was named Gaelic Singer of the
Year at the Trad Awards last year, was frontman
with supergroup Skipinnish until 2016, when
he left with multi-instrumentalist Ross Wilson
to form Tide Lines with Alasdair Turner (guitar &
bagpipes) and Fergus Munro (drums).
“HebCelt last year was one of the highlights
of 2017”, said Robert. “We did a lovely gig in
Breasclete Hall and then a slot on the Islands
Stage on the Thursday night. Two very different
gigs but both really enjoyable.
“This year, we’re on the Main Stage on the
Friday, so we’re really looking forward to that.”

The HebCelt audience will be among the first
to hear some new material the band have been
working on, Robert revealed.
With success following success for the band,
it seems everything is going to plan: “We’ve
never really had a master plan, other than just
to keep playing and writing music. We’ve had
lots of great experiences and a lot of good fun
over the last two years, so long may it continue.
“We don’t really think too deeply about
plans or formulae when it comes to our music.
We just work on new material as and when we
get new ideas.

Another massive highlight came this year when
the band, who mix the Gaelic language and
traditional music with electronica and techno
sounds, performed a nine-minute live soundtrack
for the midnight fireworks display at Edinburgh’s
Hogmanay party.
Ironically, the hugely-successful gig didn’t go
according to plan: “It was funny, when we were
first approached to do it, our initial thought was
not to include any of our own music and instead
do a mash-up celebration of Scottish traditional and
Gaelic music”, said Allan.
“Licensing restrictions, however, meant we could
only use our own music. So, we ended up working
with composer Dan Jones who rescored a bunch of
our stuff that was then recorded by the BBC National
Orchestra of Wales and played back to the biggest
firework display ever hosted in Edinburgh. All quite
surreal to be honest.”
“We've always absolutely loved coming back to
HebCelt after we were offered a great slot at the
festival early on in our career in 2011”, said vocalist
and keyboard player Innes Strachan. “Since then,
playing HebCelt has been a bit like returning to a
home crowd.
“We're always made to feel very welcome and
the crowd have always been good to us, so we

can't wait to return after a few years away. We've
just returned from a stint in the studio working on
our set, transferring our new material to the live
environment, so expect plenty of fresh tracks and
a live set which we feel is as energetic as we've
produced yet.”
That new material includes songs from the muchanticipated follow-up album which is complete and
will be released on 24 August.
The album was overseen by acclaimed techno
producer Alex Menzies (Alex Smoke) and features
appearances from notable acts such as Julie Fowlis,
Iain Morrison, Ellen MacDonald, Sian and Kinnaris
Quintet.
“We've really enjoyed writing and recording this
one” admits Innes. “It's been our first time working
with another producer - Alex Smoke - who we got
on board for a different perspective on the electronic
side of the production and to draw on his years of
experience in the scene.

It will be the third visit to HebCelt for Roddy,
who has lived in Mull since 2008: “I love the
Outer Hebrides. Having a festival there is great.
I enjoy the size of the event and the staff and the
crowd are friendly. It’s hard to fault.
“HebCelt is a great festival in a lovely town
on a unique island. Both times I've played I've
turned the journey into a holiday, hanging out
for a while in Lewis and Harris. The weather was
nice the first time too. Bonus.
“And the black pudding – excellent – and
Stornoway has some great charity shops.”
Roddy founded Idlewild with Rod Jones when
they were teenagers in Edinburgh in 1995. Their
new album will be their eighth and their first
since 2015’s ‘Everything Ever Written’, which
itself came after a five-year gap, including the
band taking a three-year hiatus.
‘Everything Ever Written’ was unveiled to fans
during an acoustic tour in the Highlands and

Islands, before being showcased on the festival
circuit, including HebCelt.
While he continues to play with the band in
which he initially made his name, Roddy has
now been performing as a solo artist for 12
years. He released his first solo album ‘My
Secret is My Silence’ in 2006 and his fifth and
most recent ‘The Deluder’ at the end of last year.
Being on the road offers a constant source of
inspiration for Roddy, who grew up in America,
France and the UK, and has lived in Glasgow
and New York City.

“Ever since the release of the last album we had
been putting together ideas for new tracks, searching
for songs and looking at new collaborations so it's
been quite a long process, culminating in a busy
start to 2018, working hard to get it finished. But
we got there eventually and we're delighted with the
finished product.”

New Gaelic song to be
premiered at HebCelt

Bass guitarist Chris Nicolson adds: “We're lucky
to know some of the best musicians and vocalists
in Scottish music, some of whom we grew up with.

A

“Collaborating on this album has been very
exciting and has certainly informed the direction it
has taken. Particularly with vocals, it's our guests
that really define the sound of the piece, not us.
What we aim to do, and have hopefully managed,
is to place them in a context that no one else has
before.”
As is evident from the new album, the band, that
also includes drummer Ruairidh Graham, continues
to evolve: “Our sound is probably dictated a fair bit
by the instruments we play and the synths we use”,
said Allan.

Gaelic songwriter’s ‘love letter’ to her
native Hebrides will be heard in public
for the first time at the islands’ flagship
summer music festival.
Eilidh Mackenzie, from Gress on the Isle of
Lewis, was commissioned by the Hebridean
Celtic Festival to write the new song as part
of a suite of traditional music showcasing the
islands’ musical heritage and young talent.
To mark the Year of Young People 2018,
HebCelt has brought together 20 musicians
aged between 12 and 16 from Barra, North
and South Uist and Lewis and Harris and their
collaboration will be premiered on the main
festival stage next month.
The project has been organised by HebCelt
and Fèisean nan Gàidheal, the umbrella
association of the Fèis (Gaelic arts tuition festival)
movement. Building on the relationships grown
with Fèisean nan Gàidheal, local fèisean in the
Outer Hebrides and other youth arts groups, the
project will draw from their rich resources to
assemble the group of young musicians.
Eilidh, who comes from a family of Gaelic
singers, is a former Royal National Mod Gold
Medal winner. She has been tutoring Gaelic
song for 25 years and in 2005 devised, co-wrote
and produced the first ever Gaelic musical,
‘Taigh Màiri Anndra’, celebrating the life and
work of American folklorist Margaret Fay Shaw.
Her new song, called ‘A Sheann Chaillich on
Iar’ (Old Woman from the West) is written from
the perspective of a young islander addressing

the islands as an old woman.
“The Outer Hebrides are portrayed as an
old woman, a symbol of generations past with
several direct references to specific songs from
different islands tying in with a theme of pride in
place and culture through a modern perspective.
“I got the idea from a satellite photo I had
years ago. I always thought the islands, with the
light reflecting off the sand on one coast, looked
like the profile of an old woman, beannag
(headscarf) and all.”
She added: “The Hebrides is such an important
place for Gaelic song, with the tradition still very
much alive and thriving. It is so great that the
festival is celebrating the Year of Young People
through a new song, among other things.
“It was such a pleasure to write something
for the young folk involved and I am genuinely
excited to hear how they arrange and perform it.”
The suite of music will be made up of about
10 minutes from each of the groups performing
material from their own area, followed by an
ensemble piece which will include the newlycommissioned song.
HebCelt director Caroline Maclennan said:
“Eilidh has done a remarkable job in capturing the
musical traditions of the islands in a modern way.”
The project is also supported by Comhairle
nan Eilean under its Dìleab (Legacy) and Sgioba
na Gàidhlig funds; Lewis Wind Power, which
also sponsors the festival’s Islands Stage; and
Highlands and Islands Enterprise.
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New alcohol
and drug
services
directory
launched
A

new Recovery Support
pport
Services Directory was
launched by the Outer
uter
Hebrides Alcohol and Drug
Partnership
(OHADP)
DP)
in
June,
containing
ing
information on local
cal
and national services
es
available through all
stages of an individual’s
’s
recovery journey.

M
Members
of the Outer Hebrides Alcohol & Drug Partnership Committee and Support Team - (L-R): Mustapha Hocine, OHADP Coordinator;
M
Michael Stewart, Comhairle nan Eilean Siar; Dr Maggie Watts, OHADP Vice Chair, NHS Western Isles; Chief Inspector Ian Graham, Police
Sco
Scotland; Mairi Macneil, Department of Work & Pensions; Donnie Mackenzie, NHS Western Isles; Kathy Jennings, NHS Western Isles; Angela
Grant, OHADP Development Officer; Mary Macinnes, Community Representative; Donna Morrison, OHADP Administrator.

Mustapha
Hocine,,
ADP Coordinator, said:
“I am pleased that we
have produced this
valuable resource. It
came about following
extensive community
consultation involving
services users and
tified the
stakeholders, which identifi
need for an easy access and informative directory.

discre pocket-sized information cards, will be available from
discreet
variety of locations, including local authority, NHS, and third
a varie
sector services.
And for those who have a QR barcode reader app on their
mobile phone, they can be linked to the website by scanning the
code displayed on the back cover of either the Directory or
QR co
the pocket cards.

“Service providers and service users told us that a service
directory would be a welcome additional tool for people looking
for information on the services available and how to access them.”

Bringing all the information about alcohol and drug services
together in one place, the Directory will assist the whole
community to be better informed about service availability;
The Directory – which includes assessment, treatment, support, and also provide service users with information about service
advice and information on alcohol and drugs – is now available providers, as well as assisting anyone who may be concerned
online at www.outerhebadp.co.uk and paper copies, as well as about someone else’s substance use.

Made up of a range of partner organisations and stakeholders
– including NHS Western Isles, Comhairle nan Eilean Siar,
Police Scotland, Third Sector and community representatives –
the OHADP aspires to create a healthy community where the
problems of substance use are prevented and reduced.
This includes tackling the harmful effects of alcohol and drugs,
promoting sustained recovery, and delivering better outcomes
for everyone affected.
For further information about the Outer Hebrides Alcohol and
Drug Partnership, or if you would like a copy of the Directory,
contact www.outerhebadp.co.uk or telephone 01851 762022
(Lewis and Harris) or 01870 602588 (Uist and Barra).

Visit unique gardens…and support work of Red Cross
T

he gardens at Leathad Ard in Carloway are
open again this summer – six days a week
until the end of September.
Visitors are always amazed at the exuberance of
the colours and the wide range of plants on show,
a variety far greater than they would expect n the
Hebrides.
The owners – Rowena and Stuart Oakley – use
their gardens to raise funds for the Red Cross. The
gardens are open to the public every year under
the umbrella of Scotland's Garden Scheme.
Looking back, the couple explain how it all
started in 2004. “The continuing crisis and violence
in the region of Darfur in Sudan touched the hearts
and minds of millions of people worldwide and
prompted the DEC (the UK's Disaster Emergency
Committee) to launch an appeal for funds. This
raised a staggering £35 million, one of the most
successful appeals at that time.”
The Oakleys decided that writing a cheque
was not enough and that they should try to raise
money to help the appeal. They decided to open
their gardens to the public for one day in August
and send everything they collected to the Appeal.
“The day dawned warm and sunny and soon
after, the fi rst visitors arrived. These were quickly
followed by more until, after an exhausting day,
about 70 visitors had passed through the gates
to wander around this oasis of floral colour and
donate a staggering £650.”

The Oakleys decided that this could be a way
of raising funds for their own favourite charity,
the Red Cross. This year they are open every day
(except Sundays) between 10 and 6pm until the
end of September and have already welcomed
over 130 visitors and raised over £750 (by Saturday
June 23).
“Many of these have been Island visitors from
as far away as Australia who are always amazed at
the exuberance of the colours and the wide range
of plants on show, a treat they did not expect from
their Hebridean holiday.
“And a good number of Islanders have dropped
by, many seeking inspiration as well as plants
to take back to their own plots along with an
abundance of ideas and advice.”
So, they say, “if you have an hour or two, why
not call over. Be prepared to be amazed by the
luxuriance of the planting, the colours and textures
and scents, the perfection of nature's shape and
form and variety.
“Bring a camera or a sketch pad, or simply take
away the memories of a wonderful experience as
you wander along the many paths from garden to
garden with a new view at every turn.”
All of this for just £4 per person (with children
free) or more if you feel generous.
Look out for the yellow road signs by the
Carloway football pitch or search for Leathad Ard
in Google Maps.
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Stay Safe this Summer
I

t sometimes seems that when the summer sunshine arrives islands, the chances of mixing alcohol and messing around near
common-sense can disappear out the window.
water are increased; not a good combination.

poisoning, largely due to a bug called Campylobacter, the most
common cause of food poisoning in Scotland.

But there is now the ‘Outer Hebrides Summer Safety Guide’
Cold water Shock is a real danger for those entering the
– Filled with helpful advice to make sure you stay safe as you
island seas and both HM Coastguard and the RNLI have issued
get the most out of life this summer, the Guide was produced
in collaboration between the Outer Hebrides Alcohol & Drug guidance and advice on what to do if you find yourself in trouble
Partnership (ADP), NHS Western Isles and the Outer Hebrides in the sea. You can find out more at www.respectthewater.com
Community Safety Partnership.
And although it is important to drink safely this summer –
remember to eat safely too as the rare chance to enjoy a BBQ in
the Western Isles comes with the sunshine.
People living in the Outer Hebrides are not always used to hot
This time of year sees a peak in the number of cases of food
weather so, to avoid sunburn and heat stroke, protect your skin
with a sunhat and long sleeves, keep hydrated by drinking plenty
of water, and keep topping up your sunscreen when you’re out
and about.

Some top-tips for BBQ season: avoid cross-contamination of
raw and cooked foods; keep chilled foods in the fridge for as long
as possible; use antiseptic hand wipes and gels, and remember
charred does not mean cooked – ensure food is cooked all the
way through, and cook chicken or meat in the oven before
finishing it off on the BBQ for flavour.

Look after your body

Many of us tend to enjoy an alcoholic drink in the summer
time – and knowing the score when it comes to keeping track of
your alcohol intake features in the new Summer Safety Guide.
The Scottish Government recommendation is that men or
women should not regularly drink more than 14 units per week
– the equivalent of six pints of beer or six glasses of wine or 14
shots of spirits.
A great way to keep track of your alcohol consumption is to
visit the Drinkaware website – www.drinkaware.co.uk – where
you can download the ‘Track and Calculate Units App’.
Changing the way you drink can also reduce your risks of
harm or accident – spread your drinking out over three or
more days, with at least two drink-free days each week; avoid
double measures; dilute drinks with mixers or buy alcohol free
beverages, or go for a smaller glass of wine or low strength beer.
And remember alcohol is also dehydrating, so have some
water or soft drinks between alcoholic drinks.

Look after your friends
For many, taking advantage of the Hebridean summer means
getting together with family and friends and drinking can often
be unplanned, meaning you may not have thought about the
journey home.
According to Police Scotland, evidence shows that even one
alcoholic drink before driving makes you three times more likely
to be involved in a fatal accident.
The current drink drive limit (22microgrammes of alcohol per
100 millilitres of breath) has gone some way to changing attitudes
toward drink driving as now just one drink could put you over
the limit.
And there are no grey areas when it comes to drink driving
– just over or well over, caught the night before or the morning
after; the consequences of drink driving are severe and don’t just
stop at a criminal record and sentence.
Having a drink driving offence on record could affect your
employment opportunities and can have wider implications for
other areas of life, including overseas travel.
The message from Police Scotland is simple – if you drink and
drive, you won’t just spoil summer, the effects can last a lifetime.

Enjoy the festive season
As well as sunny weather, the summertime also sees festival
season open and the ADP, with other partner agencies, will
provide a ‘Safe Space’ tent at two major music festivals: the
Hebridean Celtic Festival in Stornoway and Benbecula’s Eilean
Dorcha Festival.
Offering a quiet area for vulnerable people who may be at
risk due to the effects of alcohol or other substances, the Safe
Space tent is staffed by volunteers from various partner agencies
to ensure the safety of everyone during the festivals.
And the Summer Safety Guide also offers advice on New
Psychoactive Substances –often known as Legal Highs, although
they are illegal.
The contents of some of the drugs are not always known or
accurate; and these can be dangerous to take. Combining drugs
and alcohol can also increase the risks of side effects and possible
overdose.

Summer safety at sea – and on land
All too often when someone has had too much alcohol there is
a heightened increase in risk-taking behaviour – and living on the

To find out more about staying safe this summer, visit www.
outerhebadp.co.uk to access the Summer Safety Guide and
much more.
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Emergency tug at Carnival
H

M Coastguard is holding an open event during Lewis Carnival Day on August 4th
giving visitors the chance to go behind the scenes and explore the Emergency
Towing Vessel (ETV) ‘Ievoli Black’.
Ievoli Black is a large ocean-going tug which is managed and programmed by the Maritime
and Coastguard Agency. Its primary role is to prevent marine pollution by coming to the aid of
ships that have broken down or are just unable to cope with the weather conditions.
The ship can also perform search and rescue operations, and support vessels suffering
onboard emergencies such as fire, flood or a lack of electrical power.
The vessel is regularly on patrol off the north coast of Scotland, and around Orkney, Shetland
and the Western Isles.
It also regularly visits a number of ports and harbours across the region. It is at 30 minutes
notice for operations 24/7 and frequently takes part in training exercises with the Coastguard
search and rescue helicopters stationed at Shetland and Stornoway.
The Open Day is an opportunity to come onboard, meet the crew and take a look at the
ship: the towing area, upper-deck, bridge and some internal spaces will all be open. It is free
to enter, and all are most welcome to come onboard and have a look around.

Scenes from The Lewis Carnival 2017

Finding history and heritage of crofting life
O

ffering a unique experience for visitors to the Outer
Hebrides and a great day out for island residents,
boasting self-catering accommodation, museum, gift shop
and café, Gearrannan Blackhouse Village is in another
busy summer season.
It’s easy to imagine you’ve stepped back in time when setting
foot in the village, as visitors can experience the history and
heritage of crofting life in the Hebrides.
Occupied until the early 1970s, the four self-catering
Blackhouse accommodation units at Gearrannan also offer
the ideal location for exploring the islands – the scenery,
archaeology, environment and wildlife, with opportunities for
walking, cycling, fishing, surfing or relaxing.
The Gearrannan museum presents a chance for visitors to
see many traditional island activities, including the weaving of
the islands’ famous Harris Tweed.
A small shop provides a chance to pick up mementos and
gifts; and the Gearrannan Blackhouse Village Café is the perfect
stop-off for some delicious home-baking and homemade soups
and dishes.
The Gearrannan Blackhouse Village – including museum,
shop and café – is now open daily, Monday to Saturday,
9.30am to 5.30pm. For further information, please visit www.
gearrannan.com
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7KH &DUQLYDO LV GHOLJKWHG WR EH DEOH WR FRQWULEXWH WR WKHVH PXFKGHVHUYHG FKDULWLHV ZKR
ZRUN VR KDUG ZLWKRXW HYHU VHHNLQJ UHFRJQLWLRQ IRU WKH DPD]LQJ WKLQJV WKH\ GR HYHU\ GD\

675$0$6+
7KLV \HDU ZH ZRXOG DJDLQ OLNH WR WKDQN 3DXO 0DWKHVRQ DQG 6WUDPDVK IRU WKHLU KHOS ZLWK &DUQLYDO 6HW XS
7KH\ DUH SURYLGLQJ XV ZLWK DOO WKH QHFHVVDU\ JHQHUDWRUV VRXQG V\VWHPV DQG HOHFWULFV 7KH 6WUDPDVK
)HVWLYDO ZLOO EH EDFN WKLV -XO\ WK DQG WK DQG LV FRPSOHWHO\ IUHH RI FKDUJH ± FKHFNRXW WKHLU )DFHERRN
SDJH IRU PRUH LQIR 6WUDPDVK SURYLGH D PXFKQHHGHG SODWIRUP OLWHUDOO\ PHWDSKRULFDOO\« IRU \RXQJ
EDQGV WR SHUIRUP ,I DQ\ EDQGV RU PXVLFLDQV ZLVK WR SHUIRUP DW WKH &DUQLYDO 'D\ WRR SOHDVH JHW LQ WRXFK

FDUQLYDO PHUFKDQGLVH
7KLV \HDU ZH DUH GHOLJKWHG WR SUHVHQW RXU YHU\ RZQ &DUQLYDO 0HUFKDQGLVH
:H ZLOO EH VHOOLQJ WHD WRZHOV WRWH EDJV DQG &DUQLYDO &DQGOHV E\ 6DQGZLFN %D\ &DQGOHV  $OO
SURFHHGV IURP WKH VDOH RI WKHVH LWHPV ZLOO EH JRLQJ WRZDUGV VXSSRUWLQJ RXU FKDULWLHV
$OLFH 0DFOHRG ± RXU LQKRXVH SULQW GHVLJQHU ± KDV FUHDWHG RXU WHD WRZHO DQG EDJ GHVLJQV $OLFH LV
DQ DUWLVW DQG SULQWPDNHU VSHFLDOLVLQJ LQ LQ EORFNSULQWLQJ 6KH JUDGXDWHG IURP 1RUZLFK 8QLYHUVLW\ RI
$UW ZLWK D GHJUHH LQ )LQH $UW LQ  6KH SURGXFHV KDQGSULQWHG WH[WLOHV DUWZRUN DQG KRPH
SURGXFWV
6DQGZLFN %D\ &DQGOHV DUH KDQG PDGH E\ 0HJDQ 0DFGRQDOG 7KH FDQGOHV DUH PDGH LQ VPDOO
EDWFKHV XVLQJ  QDWXUDO VR\ ZD[ SUHPLXP IUDJUDQFHV DQG SXUH FRWWRQ ZLFNV 6R\ ZD[ LV QDWXUDO
DQG ELRGHJUDGDEOH :H KRSH \RX ORYH WKH VFHQW RI WKH &DUQLYDO FDQGOHV DV PXFK ZH GR
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Trust doubles sponsorship of Point Show
A

nticipation is building for this year’s Point
Agricultural Show on Saturday, July 14 – and
community wind farm charity Point and Sandwick Trust
have doubled their sponsorship of the event.

The Point Show, held for the first time in 2003, can attract
up to 2,000 visitors, and locals who now live away on the
mainland are known to come home for it.
It is held at Aird School Showground, with gates opening
at 1pm. The official opening – by broadcaster Anna Macleod
this year – takes place at 1.30pm. Gate entry prices are £4

for adults, £2 for children and £10 for a family ticket of two
adults and two children.

competition this time, as well as some popular games including ‘hook a
duck’ and ‘splat the rat’, and a Nerf gun range run by Pursuit Hebrides.

There are around 12 competition sections, including
the community award for best village – sponsored by the
Stornoway Trust – and many categories for livestock, fruit
and vegetables, baking, arts and crafts. The horse show has
returned this year and there’s a performance by the Lewis
and Harris Pipe Band immediately after the show opens.

Teas, coffees and cakes will be provided, plus a barbecue offering
burgers and hot dogs.

There’s plenty for the children too, including bouncy
castles and face painting, and there is also a welly decorating

Point Agricultural Society run the show and its chair, Grace Smith,
said the £1000 sponsorship from Point and Sandwick Trust had made a
massive difference. An increase from £500 support in previous years, it
was “fantastic” in helping them meet their expenses.
These include cover from St Andrew’s First Aid and insurance – both
several hundred pounds – and the hire of a minibus to ferry visitors from
their cars, which can be parked as far away as the Sheshader turn-off, to
the showground.
Grace said all the arrangements were “coming along” and praised the
many volunteers, including those who turn up on the day to manage stalls
and man the gates – as “without them we couldn’t put on the show”.
The ladies of Women for Mission put on the tea and cakes in the
community centre and Grace said: “They really are the best bakers so
we’re very lucky.”
All exhibits, including the wellies, have to be in by 10am on show day,
in plenty of time for judging. “It’s really the only community event in
Point in the year,” said Grace. “People come home for it and on a nice
day it’s a lovely day out.”
Of course, the one element the organisers cannot control is the weather
– and last year they suffered a blow when one of their brand new tents,
bought with Lottery funding, blew down two days beforehand. “What
a mess it was,” said Grace. “The framework was all bent and broken. It
was totally ruined.”
Grace said: “The last few years we’ve had pretty bad weather and it
has affected the numbers but on a good sunny day we’d get up to 2,000
people, so hopefully we’ll be back to that. Last year was pretty bad but
we still had over 1,000 people come.”
Donald John MacSween, Point and Sandwick Trust general manager,
said they were “pleased to announce” the increase in sponsorship to
£1,000 per annum.
“The new deal recognises the importance of the show to people
in Point and Sandwick and visitors from outwith the area. The show
organisers put in a power of work throughout the year to ensure that
the event continues to be a resounding success. We look forward to an
enjoyable day out with something to appeal to all ages.
SHOW OPENING BY

ANNA
MACLEOD
Broadcaster

2018

POINT
SHOW

SHOW SPONSOR:

POINT & SANDWICK
POWER
www.pointshow.co.uk

Aird School Showground
From 1:30pm - Gates Open 1pm

12 COMPETITION SECTIONS; 160 CLASSES
LEWIS PIPE BAND • SHEEP SHEARING DEMO • WOOD CARVING
• HIGHLAND DANCING • ARCHERY • GO FISH FLY CASTING COMPETITION • TUG OF WAR –
WHO’S THE TOUGHEST VILLAGE IN POINT? • BOUNCY CASTLE, KIDS TRAILER RIDE, FACE
PAINTING • NERF GUN SHOOTING ALLEY • STALLS AND CRAFTS • RAFFLES AND PRIZES
• PIPE BAND AND LIVE MUSIC • BBQ, TEAS AND SNACKS, CANDY FLOSS
NEW FOR 2018 CLASSIC TRACTOR, CHILDREN'S DECORATE A WELLY AND NOVELTY
DECORATED CAKE. UNDER 16 HORSE SHOW.
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Donnie Dotaman welcomes
all to Lochs Show
Y

es, it's ‘hat’ time again as Lochs
Agricultural Show ploughs its way
towards us - it's on Saturday July 28th
from midday at the Lochs Showground in
Laxay – and it will be opened by Donnie
Dotaman.
His trademark hats became
familiar to millions of schoolchildren in the
1980’s and 1990’s, and Donnie is arguably
the most famous star that Gaelic TV has ever
produced.
Brought up in Edinburgh, his mother hailed
from Aird in Point, while his father was from
Tolsta Chaolais.
Having left Gaeldom’s
supergroup ‘Na H-Oganaich’ in the early 1980s,
he busied himself as Norman Maclean’s sidekick
in the hugely popular ‘Tormod air Telly’ comedy
series before the character Donnie Dòtaman
was born.

promised a great day out with some fantastic
new attractions.
This year's main attraction comes from
Ridgeside Falconry - one of the largest bird
of prey display teams in the UK. On display
will be spectacular birds of prey from around
the world including owls, falcons, hawks,
eagles and vultures and their displays also
include specialist hunting dogs. Ridgeside
Falconry guarantee a fantastic show from these
magnificent creatures and their handlers with
plenty audience participation!
Entertainment on the day will be provided
by 'Twistopher' who will be entertaining the
little ones with his Punch & Judy show, balloon
sculptures, puppets and games.
There will be plenty things for bigger kids
as well with the bucking bronco, rock 'n' roll
gladiator duel and giant bungee run too!

Donnie’s sure to be bringing his own
The Show Committee hope to see you all on
entertainment to proceedings and will be
judging this year's special Donnie Dotaman's Saturday 28th July!
Hat category.
And there’s another new twist to the annual
Lochs Show win-a-car story...you can win one
for the kids, too. The wee car is based on Audi’s
Q7 range, it has the iconic Audi rings on the
front grille and its appearance mirrors that of
the full size Q7. And for adults, there’s a Citroen
C1. So it's time to get those raffle tickets!
As with previous years, the Lochs Show
2017 proved to be a very popular day out for
people of all ages and interests. A great number
of people attended enjoying it all in glorious
sunshine! This year the same weather cannot
be guaranteed but visitors to the Lochs Show are
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Show opened by
Donnie 'Dotaman'

LAXAY SHOWGROUND | MIDDAY | ADULTS£5 - KIDS GO FREE!

a
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out!

Show Sponsor
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